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			1. 
Essentials of Belief

			Proofs of Divine Oneness and Unity

			What is Belief?

			Iman, translated as belief or faith, has such literal meanings as believing in something without hesitation, giving confidence, guarantee the safety and security of others, and being trustworthy, dependable and truthful. In the religious context, iman denotes firm belief and conviction in Allah’s Oneness and Unity, as well as the Prophethood of Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and in everything he has conveyed to us through Divinely inspired revelation, without the slightest doubt or uncertainty.

			What Is Meant by General (Ijmali) and 
Comprehensive (Tafsili) Belief?

			Muslim scholars have distinguished between two parts of belief: General and comprehensive. 

			General, or ijmali belief is to believe in everything, collectively, that was communicated to the Messenger of Allah through revelation and transmitted through him. In other words, if a person says, “There is no deity but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger,” and thus utters the Declaration of Faith, they are considered to have believed in general terms. Such belief constitutes the first degree of belief and is the first cornerstone of Islam. It ought to be stated at this point that while general belief is sufficient for a person to be considered a believer, it becomes incumbent upon them to learn the other essentials of belief and ordinances of the religion.

			Comprehensive, or tafsili belief, however, is to know and believe, expressly and extensively, each of the essentials which the blessed Prophet received from Allah in light of all their proofs. It refers to knowing and affirming the six essentials of belief, the acts of worship such as the Prescribed Prayer, fasting, pilgrimage and annual alms that are incumbent on every believer, as well such prohibitions as alcohol consumption, gambling and murder. A Muslim is required to learn and acknowledge the permissible and prohibited and reflect these in their day-to-day lives. 

			A non-Muslim enters the folds of Islam by means of general belief. A person who dies with such a belief will eventually enter Paradise. However, a Muslim’s belief becomes loftier and more developed with comprehensive belief and is thus established upon sound foundations. 

			Let us consider the following example provided by Bediüzzaman Said Nursi for a better understanding of the matter: Let us suppose that various goods of a distinguished individual came to a particular marketplace. That those goods belong to that individual can be recognized in two ways: One is a basic, common knowledge in which a person says, “Such a large quantity of high quality goods could only belong to that individual. None other can lay claim to such goods.” However, such a knowledge cannot render a person safe against doubt and hesitation. If someone else were to come to the marketplace and say, “The goods brought here do not in fact belong to that person, but to So-and-so,” then a person possessing such knowledge can have doubts and immediately believe what they are told.

			The second is to know in a comprehensive manner. A possessor of such knowledge goes and observes the seal of that distinguished individual upon each piece of fabric and every item. Such knowledge is free of doubt and uncertainty. No one can deceive a person who possesses it. Again, if someone else was to come and say, “These goods actually belong to Such-and-such person,” they would immediately object, saying, “No, these goods do not belong to him, but to So-and-so instead. I went and saw his seal upon each and every item that was up for sale.”

			This is precisely the difference between general or basic belief and comprehensive belief. A person possessing general belief says, “Allah alone could have created the universe along with everything contained within it. None other than Allah possesses such a power.” Such a person, however, is not guaranteed against doubt and misgiving, as in the example. If another person were to say, “No, Allah did not create the universe,” and continue their speech along these lines, such a person’s belief would immediately be imperiled.

			As for a person believing in a comprehensive manner, they would observe Allah’s existence and unity upon everything in creation and see the seal proving its belonging to Allah. So strong is the belief of such a person that they would not falter even before an atheist philosopher and they would not experience any doubt or misgiving.1

			Can Belief Blossom and Develop?

			Belief can change from person to person. There are some people who possess a belief as powerful as to challenge the world as a whole. Then there are other people who possess belief, but are connected to the essentials in which they believe by a thread. Thus, strength and weakness with respect to belief has been divided into two separate categories:

			Belief based on imitation: This is the widely accepted belief that is the natural outcome of one’s parents, upbringing and Muslim environment. Such a belief is susceptible to destruction and convulsion at any moment in the face of different doubts and misgivings, like a building with weak foundations. 

			Belief based on verification: This is belief that rests upon inquiry and investigation. This is the belief which a conscious Muslim needs to possess as a person with belief should be aware of what they believe in, as well as the why and how of this belief.

			What Are the Conditions Concerning the Validity of Belief?

			There are certain prerequisites in order for belief to be valid:

			1. Belief must rest upon free will and must not be borne of despair, duress, and intimidation. 

			2. Manner or conduct signifying denial of one of the essentials of belief invalidates belief. 

			3. A believer must neither despair in Allah’s mercy, saying, “I have a lot of sins. There is no way I can enter Paradise. I belong in the Fire,” nor feel secure from His punishment, uttering such expressions as, “I have belief anyhow. My place in Paradise is guaranteed.” They must instead be in a constant state of fear and hope. 

			4. Remarking on the aimlessness or futility of acts of worship such as the Prescribed Prayer or the fast, or concerning the religious rulings nullifies a person’s belief. 

			This brief introduction to the concept of belief will be followed by an explanation of the key essentials of belief, beginning with belief in Allah.

			Four Possibilities Concerning Creation

			Four possibilities have generally been emphasized until now in relation to the origin of the universe. These can be listed as follows:

			1. Causes possess creative power and thus created it. 

			2. It came into being on its own. 

			3. It was created by nature. 

			4. Allah created it. 

			Bediüzzaman emphasizes the fact that it is absolutely impossible to attribute the existence to matter, causes or nature: “O denier of the Creator! You can accept something that is impossible as possible in numerous ways. For you exist and are not a simple, inanimate, or unchanging substance. Rather, you are like a perfectly well-ordered and continuously renewed factory or like a wonderful palace that undergoes continuous change and renewal. Innumerable particles are ceaselessly working in your body, which has connections and mutual relations with the universe, particularly in respect of the provision and permanence of your species. The particles in your body are careful not to destroy those connections and relations. It is as if they consider the entire universe from the perspective of your relations with it and assume their positions accordingly. Therefore, if you do not accept that the particles in your body are not tiny officials moving in accordance with the law of the Eternal, All-Powerful One, or the soldiers of one of His hosts, or the nibs of the Pen of Divine Destiny, or the points of the Pen of the Divine Power, then each particle working in your eye would have to have an eye capable of seeing the whole of your body together with the whole of the universe, with which your body is connected and related. You would also have to ascribe to each particle an intelligence equivalent to that of a hundred geniuses; it would have to have the capacity to know your whole past and future, your ancestors and descendants, the origins of the elements that form your body, and the sources of your sustenance. Attributing the consciousness and knowledge of a thousand Platos to an unintelligent particle is obviously misguided.”2

			ReadIng Text

			Can a Bridge Build Itself?

			When Imam Abu Hanifa was still a young man, a fire-worshiping merchant was visiting the city of Basra for trade. But he provoked the Muslims by telling them, “I worship fire. It exists, therefore I believe in it. Show me the Allah you claim to worship. You absolutely cannot do that since He does not exist. Bring these scholars of yours and I will prove that Allah does not exist.”

			Some Muslims challenged him saying: “If you can convince Abu Hanifa or disprove his arguments, we will bring our scholars to debate with you.”

			Seeing that Abu Hanifa was very young, the fire-worshipper belittled him saying: “This is only a child. I am not going to waste my time arguing with a child.”

			However, upon the insistence of the crowd, they decided to meet for a debate at the mosque the following day. 

			Because Abu Hanifa was a little late for the meeting the next day, the fire-worshipper wanted to insult him: “See, your little boy is afraid to come here. I do not want to argue with children. Call your scholars here!”

			The people got worried, too. Then, Abu Hanifa arrived and he was sweating a lot. 

			“I am so sorry I am late! I was on the other side of the river. I could not find a vehicle to cross the river. I ordered the trees along the riverbank to become a boat or a ship so that I could cross over it. They listened to what I told them and they turned into a boat so I was able to come here. This is why I am late. I apologize!”

			Bursting into laughter, the fire-worshipper said: “Do you hear what this insane boy of yours tells us? How can trees turn into a boat on their own?”

			Hearing the man’s reasoning, Abu Hanifa responded: “You assume that a boat cannot be built without an artisan. How can you believe that the whole universe can exist on its own without a craftsman building it?”

			The people agreed with what Abu Hanifa said. Yet, the fire-worshipper continued: “Why is your Allah invisible then? The things that exist are visible.”

			Abu Hanifa asked the man: “Do you have intellect?”

			“Of course,” said the man. 

			“Show it to us then!” insisted Abu Hanifa. 

			When the man admitted, 

			“I cannot show it.”

			Abu Hanifa said: “Maybe you do not have it! Yes, the entities such as soul and mind cannot be seen, yet their existence is known, which means not every entity is visible.”

			Showing their approval for Abu Hanifa’s explanation, the people bore witness out loud. And the man got angry. He asked: “What is your Allah busy with right now?”

			“Step down from the pulpit and I will answer your question when I climb up there,” said Abu Hanifa. And when he got up there, he explained: “At this moment, Allah is busy with having an ignorant person like you stepping down from the pulpit and having a child like me climb up to it to give a lesson.”

			Seeing the genius of Abu Hanifa, the man had to yield. He thanked Abu Hanifa and embraced Islam right there as the people bore witness.

			Did the Universe Come into Existence 
on Its Own, by Chance?

			Such is the system and order within the human body that no cell can act on its own. Such a system exhibits perfect cooperation and collaboration. It is as though each cell functions as an intelligent and conscious being. Let us consider a single human cell, for instance. If we were not to accept that cell as a servant of the Infinitely Powerful One, we would have to accept the following: That cell sees and is aware of the body in which it is found and knows its constitution and makeup. 

			If we were to consider the digestive system, for example, all the bodily organs extending from the mouth to the large intestine function work in perfect harmony. Moreover, with respect to its connection with the universe, the body even has an eye that sees the entire universe and a mind that knows the structure, workings and sustenance of the entire body. That is to say, according to this calculation, a single cell has to have the intelligence of a genius and the power of a deity. Thus, a human being who rejects a sole Creator is reduced to the ludicrous situation of having to accept the existence of deities to the number of cells in the universe.

			The human body resembles a palace that has a thousand domes, with each dome suspended with the stones all supporting one another. The human body possesses a quality a thousand times more spectacular than this palace, as it is constantly renewed. If we supposed that the cells making up the human body were not the servants of an Infinite power, then a single cell would have to be dominant over and simultaneously be bound to the other cells. In other words, they would have to command the other cells to ensure that they went to all the right places, while at the same time themselves going to the place the others saw fit for them. Of course nothing would have eventuated, as they would have all marched to a different tune. 

			As a case in point, a cell in the eye could have been found elsewhere. Did it itself decide to be located in the eye? Why did the other cells not seek to be in the eye? Did they put their heads together and come to an agreement? What is more, that eye cell has been designed to receive the rays coming from the sun. How did the eye know about the sun when it was creating itself? Or did it adapt itself to the sun after having created itself? How were mindless cells able to render air conducive to our respiration? Are we now to call every single cell a deity?

			Let us consider a book. If we were to suggest that this book was written by an author who put all their knowledge and acquirement to work, we would have taken the easy road. On the other hand, if said that this book printed itself in a printing house, then we would have to provide answers to these questions: Who lined up and assembled the letter tiles in a particular way for the book to be a meaningful one? Let us suppose for a moment that this happened on its own, then a separate factory would be required for the manufacture of those metal letters, and so it would go. 

			Consider a printing house with a thousand metal letters. If someone were to say that those letters fell as a result of a gust of wind and ten meaningful words were formed perhaps you could say that this was possible. If they said that ten sentences were formed, you would say, “I wonder!” but still perhaps deem this likely. However, if they said that all the letters became a meaningful poem, without even a single one going to waste, then you would exclaim, “For crying out loud!” Because of the possibility of ten figures being ordered successively is one in ten billion. If there were twelve letters, this would be one in a trillion and in the case of twenty-two letters, the possibility would be one in a trillion times a trillion. You can then see how illogical it would be for 1000 letters to form a poem. 

			There are sixty trillion cells in the human body and a million protein molecules in a single cell. For a single protein in the human body to form by chance, a probability expressed with 160 zeros after the figure 10 would be necessary. If you were to multiply this by one million for the total number of cells and then by 60 trillion for one human being, then a frightful figure beyond human comprehension would emerge. At the same time, and even more frightfully, each cell’s being in its proper place would require an even greater impossibility as an eye cell and ear cell are very different to each other. Most importantly, nothing could happen without someone who could make use of these possibilities in the first place. 

			Above all, giving all this to chance is absurd indeed. What is more, a coincidence happens once. If it is recurring, it is no longer a coincidence. But we see that everything in the world is regular and follows a certain law. In other words, we see that there are natural laws. If coincidence was indeed the case, then one could not speak of laws or a particular order of things. If there is an order, then there is also one who establishes that order. That is to say, the order and arrangement in the universe clearly points to Allah Who places everything in its proper place and Who has full power over everything.

			Belief in Allah

			Proofs of Allah’s Existence 

			There are a great many signs pointing to Allah’s existence. The most significant of these signs can be enumerated in the following manner:

			1. The Universe 

			2. The Qur’an 

			3. Allah’s Messenger 

			These will now be expanded upon:

			1. The Proof of the Universe 

			On the basis of the universe’s bedazzling architecture and dizzying operation, any mind that has not been preconditioned for unbelief can obtain objective data from the universe and read it as a book, as it were, page by page. The universe is, in any event, like a great book. So miraculous is the creation of every word and even every letter of this book that perfectly creating even is minutest particle in its proper place would necessitate an infinite power capable of creating the entire universe. Without the Divine Will, it is not possible for all natural causes, even if they were to possess will and power for instance, to create even a single letter of this book. This is because this letter, especially if a living entity, is directly connected with all the letters of the book of the universe. 

			Allah has created the whole universe with a disposition allowing for Himself to be known. In other words, the universe has been brought into existence as a peerless book speaking of its author, a masterpiece pointing to its Artist, a perfect poem indicating its Poet, and an unmatched treasure expressing the infinite wealth of its Owner. Every human being who can frame their perspective accordingly can observe the marks belonging to Allah everywhere they look, see His stamp and seal, and perceive the existence of Allah in their conscience. More precisely, the Lord of the Worlds makes Himself felt in the heart of a believer who strives to see Allah’s names everywhere they look and who exerts utmost endeavor to read in the name of their Lord.

			A great many Qur’anic verses encourage human beings to turn their gaze to the universe, look carefully around them, and to use their intellect. One of these verses reads: 

			Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation of night and day (with their periods shortening and lengthening), and the vessels sailing in the sea with profit to people, and the water that Allah sends down from the sky, therewith reviving the earth after its death and dispersing therein all kinds of living creatures, and His disposal of the winds, and the clouds subservient between sky and earth—surely there are signs (demonstrating that He is the One Allah deserving worship, and the sole Refuge and Helper) for a people who reason and understand. (Al-Baqarah 2:164).

			Everything in the universe points to Allah’s existence, Unity and Oneness, from the massive heavenly bodies that can barely be seen with advanced telescopes, to atoms and quarks invisible to the naked eye and which can only be identified and observed under certain microscopes.

			The boundless heavens, the billions of planets they house within them, their solar systems and black holes indicate the One of Infinite Power.

			The millions of different species living on land and in the sea, whose sustenance is given without omission, all attest to Allah’s existence and majesty.

			The thousands of species of plants, flowers adorning gardens, the fruits and vegetables of all sorts of flavors, shapes, and sizes tell of the Lord of the Worlds.

			The creation of all the mountains on earth along with the multifarious minerals within them, for many different purposes, convey very important messages pertaining to Allah’s existence to people with sound judgment.

			The changing of night and day in accordance with the seasons, their shortening or lengthening, and their incessant alternation, are powerful proofs of Allah’s power.

			There are lessons to be learned for those who reason, from ships weighing hundreds and sometimes even thousands of tons, sailing across the oceans without becoming submerged, and in their fulfilling crucial roles in freight and transportation. 

			Similarly, there are signs for those people exhibiting sound judgment, in airplanes weighing tens of tons, sailing across the sea of the sky like ships.

			The role of the wind blowing in various directions, in transmitting a great many things to their necessary destination and in dispersing seeds for pollination and germination is self-evident.

			There are many paths leading to Allah for those who reason, in reflecting upon the clouds and the rain pouring forth from them onto the earth, how that rain revives the earth, how the lifeless soil comes to life with that rain, and how that soil then offers thousands of different types of sustenance and nourishment for human beings and other creatures. If human beings use their mind in the proper way and apply it under the luminous rays of Revelation, they can find the proofs pointing to Allah and pave paths leading to Him.

			ReadIng Text

			The Whole Creation Speaks of Him

			A bee makes honey with the nectar it extracts from thousands of flowers. It determines its direction according to the sun and then, like an excellent engineer, aligns that honey in geometric forms and in an artistic fashion in the hive. Who taught the bee which flowers contain honey, how to find its direction according to the sun, and how to achieve that artistic honey construction? As soon as a mosquito takes begins to fly, it sets off suck the human being’s blood. Who taught it the savor and benefit of human blood? As soon as it feels threatened it immediately takes flight and protects itself skillfully from fatal blows. From which pilot did the mosquito learn to move so professionally in the air?

			All eels in the world spawn to the south of the Bermuda and return to the place from where they originally came and spend their lives there. Who whispers to the newly hatched eels to return to the habitats of their fathers? Just how do these fish go back to the native waters of their forebears (India, Malaysia, the Mediterranean, etc.) without navigational instruments or knowledge? A hen sits on its eggs on the first of the incubation period and turns the eggs every day except on the twentieth and this is how chicks eventually hatch. Scientists used to think that this egg turning occurred as a result of heat. And so, they attempted to get chicks by providing heat to eggs in an incubator. But they were unsuccessful. In later studies, they discovered that protein built up beneath the egg and that in order for this protein to be equally distributed to the chick, the egg needed to be turned. In which science laboratory did the hen learn all this? Who taught all this information to succeeding generations of chickens?

			Wasps first make a nest and then deposit their eggs in this nest. They then hunt for tree crickets, capture and paralyze them with their sting, and transport them to the nest, thus making ready the food supply of the larvae to emerge in twenty days. Who taught the adult wasp not to kill, but immobilize the crickets and the larvae to carry out the same process at the onset of their reproductive cycle, despite not ever having seen their parents?

			When such birds of prey as eagles, hawks and falcons are killed the number of snakes increase, when snakes are killed the number of frogs increase, and when frogs are killed flies increase. Who is it who binds the existence of all these creatures to each another and who establishes this astonishing order?

			As is well known, bats are blind. They do not collide with objects while flying by emitting sound waves. Human beings invented radar on the basis of their observation of bats. Does not the human being, who is overcome with astonishment before the perfection of radar, need to see Who the bat learned this from?

			Thus, this magnificent order in the universe points to the existence and unity of a controller Who governs this order and demonstrates His possessing an infinite power, knowledge and will. This Being is Allah. 

			2. The Qur’an 

			The Qur’an is a witness proving Allah the Almighty’s existence. Everything in this marvelous universe is a sign of creation; the verses of the Qur’an read the universe, and translate it into a language intelligible to humans. The Qur’an discovers hidden treasures as a necessary requirement of the order of causes, within the beautiful Names of the Creator. 

			The Qur’an is a vehicle to recognize and know the Creator, a key that opens truths, truths hidden by a chain of events among the lines of this universal book. The utterances of the Qur’an are a bright light on true guidance, the source of the light of belief, a key to the treasure troves of meaning and knowledge. 

			The Qur’an invites people of reflection to look at creatures not for their own sake but to ponder their Creator. The Qur’an is the foundation of tawhid with worldly judgments, verdicts, and truths about the unseen world. If we look at the world through the lens of the Qur’an, we may enumerate some of the proofs for Allah’s existence: 

			Proof of Inayah (Grace) and Purpose 

			The perfect order of the universe shows that the flawless art of creation is displayed and cared for. The obvious wisdom, will and planning of the Creator rejects absolutely the idea of coincidence. Perfection cannot occur without will or choice. 

			The benevolence and purpose evident in the particles and in the whole universe point clearly to the Divine Being who orders this order; the wisdom and beauty apparent in every creature points back to Divine Essence. He must have superior Attributes, unlimited Knowledge, and infinite Power for the awe-inspiring regularity to be reasonable. 

			To deny a Creator with superior qualities means to deny the vast orderliness of the universe, the immense art, and the unending, unequaled beauty of innumerable creatures.

			Qur’anic verses refer to the benefits to human beings and other creatures in order to prove their inherent grace and purpose. Verses often say “Don’t they ever think?” and “Don’t they ever reason?” and “Don’t you think?” The Qur’an directs the mind to consult with one’s conscience; it speaks simultaneously the mind and heart. If we gaze at the universe with keen awareness in its every particle, in its every move, we would observe traces of unequaled grace. We would find everything has a purpose. 

			The Proof of Huduth and Ikhtira

			Huduth refers to creation in time, or temporal origination, and anything created temporally, or preceded by nothingness, is referred to as hadith. The proof of huduth can be illustrated by means of the following analogy: The universe, in all its parts, is hadith or originated. Anything originated requires an originator. Thus, this universe too has an originator and this originator is Allah the Almighty, Who Himself is not originated or created.

			Bediüzzaman Said Nursi explains this proof as follows: “Given that the universe came into existence contained in time and so is not eternal, theologians argue: ‘The world is subject to change. Anything subject to change has a beginning and came into existence within time and is time-bound. Anything that came into existence within time has someone who brought it into existence. That being the reality, this universe has an Eternal Creator.’

			We say: ‘The universe certainly has a beginning, for it came into existence within time. For we see one world replaced by a new one every century, every year, even every season. Thus there is an All-Powerful One of Majesty Who invents and creates a new world every year, every season, or even every day.’”3

			It has further been proven with decisive arguments that it is not possible for things to create each other... Hence the existence of a Necessary Existence becomes necessary, whose like cannot exist, whose similitude is impossible, all other than whom is contingent and created by him. Yes, the truth of createdness has permeated the whole of the cosmos, and many instances of it are visible to the eye; the rest can be seen only by the intellect. For in front of our eyes a whole world dies every autumn, and together with it die hundreds of thousands of different kinds of plants and small animals, each member of each species being like a small cosmos unto himself. 

			It is, however, so orderly and disciplined a death that all things leave behind in their places seeds and eggs that in the spring shall be the means of resurrection and rebirth, miracles of mercy and wisdom, miracles of power and knowledge. They hand to the seeds and eggs their book of deeds and plan of action, entrusting them to the wisdom of the Glorious Preserver and under His protection, and only then do they die. In spring, the dead trees, roots and animals come to life again exactly as they were, thus providing hundreds of thousands of examples, specimens and proofs of the supreme resurrection... Thus they demonstrate one meaning of the verse, ‘When the pages are spread out.’”4 Thus, the existence of an Exalted Being becomes apparent in all its clarity.5

			As for the proof of ikhtira, or origination, it is not possible for unconscious, senseless, simple causes to be the originator of creatures astonishing all human beings, each and every one of them a miracle of Divine power and a wondrous work of art. Causes, which are themselves created, cannot create beings by making them anew. Allah, the Possessor of Absolute Power, has conferred a separate existence upon each creature, suited to their capacities and particular to their species; in this way, He has rendered it a proof particular to His Own Essence. 

			Moreover, in order for causes to have creative power, they must themselves each possess life and consciousness and all of them would need to converge at the same point so as to allow to create even a single particle; this, however, is impossible as causes are simple and powerless and are incapable of creating anything. It thus becomes clear that there is a being Who is the creator of all causes and that being is Allah.6

			3. Allah’s Messenger 

			Another one of the greatest proofs of Allah’s existence is the Messenger of Allah. Indeed it was Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who was duly able to respond to such questions plaguing human beings for centuries as, “Who are you? From where have you come? Where are you going?” And these answers are those which are readily acceptable to any mind remaining sound, for he is the symbol of Divine mercy, the most luminous proof of Allah, the brightest light of the truth, the decipherer of the riddle of creation, the expounder of the wisdom of the universe, and the paragon of perfection in creation.

			His words need to be heeded as those words which solve the mystery of the universe and make known its Creator as he has brought into the open the purpose of creation. He has been concerned with every single thing in a manner befitting its purpose of creation, used them in accordance with this purpose, discovered the mercy in their creation and has presented them for consideration. For he is ultimately the sincerest servant of Allah Who is the Only One worthy of worship, the sultan of spirits, the master and pride of humanity, and the most important means for the infinite Divine beneficence conferred upon human beings.7

			Through his supplications, Allah’s Messenger makes Allah known to human beings. Turning his face away from the fleeting face of this world and towards the Everlasting Being, he announces to all who can hear his entreaty for reunion with Him. Again, viewing all creation like a mirror, he points to all the sacred Names reflecting Allah’s true and eternal beauty and introduces Him to all humanity with His Beautiful Names.8

			The sun of the skies of Prophethood, the master of all the Prophets, the interpreter of the Qur’an, the truest guide and the greatest master who neither goes nor leads astray, demonstrates Allah’s existence with his every word and action. He is a living example introducing human beings to Allah through the Book with which he was sent, the life that he presented and put into practice in accordance with that Book, and the lofty aims and objectives he indicated. His bringing about a society from Bedouin tribes living in the desert, which in turn established civilizations that would address the centuries, and the deep impact that the impetus he provided humanity continues to have even today, is a cogent proof enabling human beings to know Allah. 9

			The Noble Prophet’s Miracles Are 
Proof of Allah’s Existence

			Another facet of the blessed Prophet’s serving as a mirror to Allah’s existence is his miracles. As is well known, miracles are the extraordinary occurrences that Allah allows Prophets to perform as a proof of their veracity. As the name suggests, they are incidents that human beings are incapable of performing or repeating, even remotely, upon being witness to them.

			In other words, miracles are wondrous events that Allah has created and shown by means of His Messengers with a view to crushing the denial of unbelievers and strengthening the faith of the believers.

			The Messenger of Allah professed Prophethood, recited the glorious Qur’an to the people, and showed various miracles. These miracles are the greatest proof of the Prophethood of Allah’s Messenger as well as the existence of Allah. The unbelievers themselves witnessed these miracles also and were unable to deny them completely; however, their obstinacy and their desire to deceive those around them along with themselves, lead them to explain these away as mere “magic.” 

			The miracles of Allah’s Messenger are an affirmation of his mission by the Creator of the Universe. For instance, if a person close to a king were to say, “The king has charged me with such-and-such task,” and we were to ask for proof, the king himself confirming, “Yes, it is I who have charged him with such a task,” would constitute clear proof for his claim. What is more, if that king were to alter one of the man’s customs or states upon his request—if he were to rise while sitting down for example—this would signify complete certainty. This would serve as definite proof that that person was appointed by the king.

			In exactly the same way, the Messenger of Allah addressed the people and told them that he was Allah’s Messenger. He exhibited miracles as demonstration of this as though wanting to say, “The proof of my Prophethood is Allah’s altering His Own practice and changing the system that He has established through me. See how He allows water to pour forth from my fingers, how He splits the moon with a single gesture of my finger, how He causes the tree to uproot and come to my presence when I summon it, how hundreds of people eat to their fill from food barely enough to feed one or two people... Do you not understand? Allah confirms me with all these.” 

			The noble Prophet’s miracles are of great variety. Examples that can be enumerated within this context include the extraordinary events that occurred prior to his Prophethood and at his birth, which are referred to as irhasat, his perfect beauty and elevated morality, the Qur’an which will be expanded on later, the aforementioned splitting of the moon incident and water springing from his fingers, as well as his predictions and his informing us of the Unseen. 

			The following note may prove useful at this point: Each state of Allah’s Messenger, his every word and action was not extraordinary, and it was not necessary for it to be thus. He lived a normal life like us. He ate and drank, went to sleep and woke up, got tired and would rest, laughed and cried, would rejoice or feel sorrow. This is how he needed to be as he was sent as a guide to us, to teach us the best manner of conduct, and to show us, as human beings, the paths leading to Allah’s pleasure and approval. Had he not been like us, but an angel for instance, he could not have guided us and would not have been able to give lesson to us with his every state and manner. 

			The blessed Prophet’s miracles did not contradict the mystery of trial and examination in this world and were not to the extent of forcing those who saw them to believe. If that were indeed the case, then all those who witnessed one of his miracles would have had to have believed. Whereas a great many people who saw glaring miracles did not give up their obstinacy and were not able to profess belief. Allah the Almighty opened doors for us to believe with each of His works, but has not divested us of our will and desire. Expressed differently, no one has been compelled to believe in this world. The paths leading the human being to Allah are as numerous as the breaths of beings in the universe, but this does not imply everyone’s absolute and compulsory belief. And this has never been the case throughout human history.

			ReadIng Text

			I Only Believe What I See with My Own Eyes! 

			A disbeliever asked Imam Abu Hanifa the following question: “If Allah exists, then why can He not be seen?” 

			He replied, “Let them bring us some milk first, then we will continue our conversation.” 

			The man remarked, “That would be nice. We can drink milk and talk at the same time.” The milk arrived, and at that time people used molasses as a substitute for sugar as we know it today, as naturally there was no sugar then. The man sweetened his milk and began to drink it. 

			Abu Hanifa offered the man another spoon of sugar saying, “Take some and sweeten your milk.” 

			The man answered, “Thank you but I have already sweetened my milk. Can you answer my question?” 

			Abu Hanifa replied, “First add the sugar to the milk then we will talk.” 

			Then raising his voice a little more, the man said, “I already put sugar in my milk.” 

			So the imam says, “I do not believe you.” 

			In a state of anger the man inquired, “Why do you not believe me?” 

			Abu Hanifa replied, “I do not believe what I cannot see: show me the sugar.” The man asked, “How can you possibly see sugar once it has been mixed with milk? I may not be able to show you, but if drink it you will taste the sweetness of the sugar. And why are we speaking about such a thing? Can you answer my question?” 

			Abu Hanifa: “You never gave me the chance, but (instead you) answered the question yourself.” 

			So the man asked, “What do you mean?” 

			Abu Hanifa explained, “In the same way the sugar in the milk exists but cannot be seen, Allah also exists but we cannot see Him. It is impossible to see the fat in the milk, but the milk is very nice and rich. We can only learn this by tasting the milk, not by looking at it. In which case there are many things in this world that we cannot see with our eyes; however, we can recognize them from the effects and impression they leave on us, or we can recognize their existence with another of our sensual organs. You cannot see the fat or sugar in the milk but you expect to see Allah, whereas our eyes are not capable of seeing everything in this world.” 

			In the same way, we cannot see Allah in this world, but we witness His creation, His works of art. We recognize the effects of what He created. But we recognize this with our minds and logic, not with our eyes.

			“Allah Created Everything, but Who Created Him?!”

			This question contains a clear logical fallacy: Allah is the Necessary Being Who is not created. He is self-existent and does not need anything or anyone for His existence. If a thing is dependent on another for creation, then they cannot be ascribed Divinity. It is Allah Who creates every being. 

			Let us suppose, for argument’s sake, that we imagine a creator for the Necessary Being! Then the question to arise immediately would be, “Who created him?” And then, “Who created him?” and so forth. The result would be a never-ending vicious cycle. Logically speaking, we would have to place a being who subsists by Himself in absolute independence of anything else and without needing anything, at the very beginning. He would create everything and would Himself be Self-Subsistent. Let us provide a few tangible examples as further illustration: When we look at a train, we see that the last carriage is pulled by the one in front of it, and that is pulled by the one in front of it, and so it goes until we reach the engine. Now what if we were to ask what pulls the engine? How illogical would this be? Because it pulls all the carriages, but secures its own movement. Likewise, Allah has created everything in the universe, but He Himself is self-existent and does not need anything or anyone for His existence. This is, after all, why we refer to Him as Allah.

			Let us consider a two-legged chair. Of course it cannot stand on its own. Now suppose that this chair was leaning against another two-legged chair. They could still not stand on their own. Likewise, no matter how many two-legged chairs you were to place, all these chairs could not stand on their own without placing a four-legged, self-standing chair at the end.

			During the congregational Prayer, the congregation follows the imam as the leader of the Prayer. So who does the imam follow? The leader of the Prayer does not follow anyone else. Besides, if this were the case, they would not have been the leader of the Prayer but a member of the congregation.

			A carpenter in no way resembles the table that he makes. That table is unlike him in every way. Similarly, Allah is unlike the beings that He creates, as there is none comparable to or like Him. For example, the table cannot move on its own, but the carpenter who made it can. In the same way, the human being cannot come to exist by themselves, but Allah is Self-Existent.

			Belief in the Angels

			What Are Angels?

			Belief in the angels constitutes another one of the essentials of belief. Angels are luminous, genderless beings created by Allah and which are in constant submission to the Divine commands.

			Allah makes mention of angels in the Qur’an and includes belief in their existence among the essentials of belief: “The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and so do the believers; each one believes in Allah, and His angels, and His Books, and His Messengers” (al-Baqarah 2:285).

			Can the Existence of Angels Be Verified? 

			There are thousands of forms of life and modes of existence on our planet, which occupies only a tiny space in the universe. The following question may arise at this juncture: While this is the situation on earth, can there be life forms and conscious beings suited for the conditions on even much larger stars, planets and in other solar systems? An immediate “No,” in response to such a question would most certainly be misleading. It is not at all reasonable to compare all living conditions only to those on our planet and view other planets and heavenly bodies as empty of conscious beings. This being the case, we ought to then believe in what has been conveyed to us by the Prophets in such matters. 

			A parable would be useful in explaining the matter further: Let us consider a king with countless treasures and peerless works of art. This king established a city with various palaces unmatched in splendor, and had a small hut built in one corner of that magnificent city. We personally observe a great activity and liveliness in this tiny structure. We then direct our gaze towards those splendid palaces, but are unable to see anyone there. Our failure to see may be due to three main reasons: Some sort of visual impairment, the residents concealing themselves from us, or the complete absence of any residents.

			The last option, which implies that thousands of palaces of such splendor are empty while the tiny building is filled with thousands of living beings, is not a view readily acceptable to any right-minded individual. Thus, either a visual impairment prevents us from seeing the residents of those palaces, or these residents are hiding themselves from us for reasons we cannot know.

			The tiny building in the analogy of this magnificent city that we have presented for the purpose of clarification is our world. The grand palaces in this city are the heavenly bodies and systems outside our world. In light of this example, is it reasonable for one who witnesses a festival of thousands of lights, colors, and sounds, as well as a constant bustle and animation in a tiny point of the city of the universe to suppose that those magnificent palaces of the stars are empty? Of course not. For there is life there also and conscious residents reside therein. Our inability to see them does not necessitate their nonexistence.

			Invisibility Does Not Imply Nonexistence

			Under the circumstances, the fact that angels cannot be seen and perceived with the sensory organs cannot be a justification for denying their existence. Their invisibility does not stem from their nonexistence or complete inability to be seen, but is due to our not possessing the capacity to see them. In other words, the invisibility of the angels is due to their metaphysical and incorporeal nature, which renders them beyond the domain of our observational and experimental knowledge.

			Even if we were not to accept what is communicated to us in these matters, refraining from direct denial appears the most prudent path, as those who relate such matters are experts in their own particular fields. There are hundreds of thousands of individuals in our day, as specialists in the field, who have personally experienced, witnessed or have directly heard from those witnesses and thus describe the angels, relate the life stories of the jinn, and shed light on spiritual matters, and there are countless occurrences recounted by them.10

			 ReadIng Text

			Why Did Allah Create the Angels Even 
Though He Has No Need for Them?

			What follows is a summary of M. Fethullah Gülen’s response to this question: 

			There are, to be sure, many wise purposes in the creation of the angels. To begin with, the angels serve, as it were, the role of spirit in lifeless beings, like the spirit of human beings. For instance, there is an angel appointed in a tree. That angel translates, by means of verbal glorification and sanctification, the tree’s indicating the Creator through its tongue of disposition, and presents its glorifications to Allah. There are a group of angels who are charged with supervising the earth. With such extensive capacity and disposition, they represent and applaud all good words and deeds of righteous extending from earth to the heavens, as is mentioned in a Qur’anic verse, and present these to Allah Himself.11 Due to the lifeless nature of objects and things, they undertake all their affairs unconsciously. The angels, however, invest these acts with consciousness and thus present them to Allah. There is an angel appointed to everything animate or inanimate, from the smallest atom that is hydrogen to uranium, and from the cell to large masses and systems, and these angels offer the glorification of these beings to their Creator.

			Secondly, every thing created by Allah serves as a mirror to Him in different ways. He declares, “I have not created the jinn and humankind but to (know and) worship Me (exclusively).”12 The jinn and human beings will know Allah, point to Him, and glorify and hallow Him in accordance with their knowledge and His making Himself known. That is to say, everything functions as a mirror in accordance with its own spirit and capacity. However, corporeality is one thing, luminosity is another. The light from which the jinn have been created is different to the light from which angels were created. These beings indicate Allah with the language particular to their own realm. 

			Reflect on the following example: Consider a tall dressing mirror. The way in which you are when you stand before the mirror is how you will be reflected in it. A person who stands before a concave magnifying mirror sees himself or herself to be very different. This is another type of mirror and shows something else. Let us now consider a mirror that shows the person with all their different dimensions and gives them depth. Or a mirror that is not directly limited to dimension, but shows movement also. As can be seen, the form of appearance varies in accordance with various kinds of mirrors. Likewise, corporeality is also a separate mirror to Allah. The Angels are free of all kinds of ambition, impulse, enmity, envy, or disobedience. They are mirrors to Allah in a different way. 

			Thus, the angels are a mirror to Allah beyond all concepts of modality. The human being cannot be a mirror in this sense as they eat and drink, and have gender. Human beings possess the angelic aspect of angels, but they resemble minerals not extracted from their ores. They have been placed in the world to become purified and take on an angelic character. The pulp and sediment will be separated here and humanity will leave this world for the abode of the Hereafter. The angels, however, resemble pure, solid gold separated from the tailings. In that case, the manifestation of the Divine Names in them differs from that of human beings. The human being in a sense reflects the Divine Names in an opaque, clouded, and matte fashion, while the angel reflects most purely and lucidly, as concerns their angelic aspect. Just as the human being is a book with regard to making Allah known, the angels are a separate book and each of them point to Him in a separate tongue.13

			Belief in the Divine Books or Scriptures

			What Does “Divine Book” Mean?

			In the religious context, “Book” denotes both the Divine words that Allah has revealed to His Prophets as guidance and in order to inform them of what He expects from them, as well as the compilation of these revelations in written form. These books are referred to as Divine Books or Scriptures.

			The books revealed to the Prophets have been called thus due to their Divine origin and due to the fact that they contain no human intervention, either in word or in content. 

			Belief in the Divine Books is one of the essentials of the Islamic faith. Through the following verse, the Qur’an declares that belief in the Divinely revealed scriptures is a faith essential and that those who deny these are those who have gone completely astray:

			O you who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him) and the Book He has been sending down on His Messenger in parts, and the (Divine) Books He sent down before. Whoever disbelieves in Allah, and His angels, and His Books, and His Messengers, and the Last day, has indeed gone far astray. (An-Nisa 4:136).

			It ought to be stated at this point that as Muslims, we are obligated to believe in the Divine scriptures revealed before the Qur’an not in their current forms, but in their original, unadulterated forms, as a person’s belief cannot be realized without belief in the Divine Books. A certain portion of the Divine Books has been completely lost, with nothing remaining to our day. This is the case with the pages given to Prophet Abraham, for instance, while the Torah, Psalms and Gospel were subjected to change and distortion as a result of human intervention. The sole book that has been perfectly preserved in the original form as revealed by Allah and which will remain so until the Last Day, is the Qur’an.

			What Are the Divine Books and Scriptures?

			The Divine Books and Scriptures can be categorized under two headings: those revealed as separate pages or scrolls and those revealed as books.

			1. Pages or Scrolls 

			These are the booklets and treatises known as suhuf (lit. “leaves”) comprised of several written pages, which were revealed to small communities to address their needs. Allah’s Messenger states that 10 pages were revealed to Prophet Adam, 50 pages to Prophet Seth, 30 to Prophet Enoch and 10 pages to Prophet Abraham, peace be upon them.14

			The written leaves given to the Prophets pertained to such matters forming the basis of all religions as the existence and unity of Allah, the superiority of the Hereafter to this world, salvation through the Prescribed Prayer, reverence, and preaching and giving counsel.

			2. Divine Books 

			The revelations in book form, more voluminous when compared to the pages, are those conveying universal messages and which are given special names: the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel, and the Qur’an.

			The Torah: The Torah (Tawrat), which was revealed to Prophet Moses, peace be upon him, has such literal meanings as law, canon, and doctrine. Believing in this book in its original form as the Divine Word is obligatory for every Muslim and one who denies this leaves the folds of Islam. This is because the Qur’an has explicitly affirmed the status of the Torah as a Sacred Scripture: “Surely We did send down the Torah, in which there was guidance and a light (to illuminate people’s minds, hearts and ways of life)” (al-Maedah 5:44).
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