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“Ho hum.” Heidi sighed as she doodled a daisy on her science folder.

Heidi was having a ho-hum morning. She had on a ho-hum outfit. All her favorite clothes were in the wash. She had eaten a bowl of ho-hum oatmeal for breakfast. Henry got the last waffle. And now Heidi and her whole class had to sit and wait for their teacher Mrs. Welli. Mrs. Welli had said she would be right back.

Soon the classroom door squeaked open. Principal Pennypacker followed Mrs. Welli to the front of the room. Hmm, thought Heidi. I wonder what the principal is doing here?
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Mrs. Welli smiled and clasped her hands. “Principal Pennypacker has a special announcement to make,” she said. Then she stepped to one side.

The principal patted the tufts of hair on either side of his head and said, “Good morning, class.”

“Good morning, Principal Pennypacker,” the class chorused.
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The principal rubbed his hands together. “I have exciting news,” he said. “Next week the second grade will go on a field trip to the botanical gardens.”

The children all began to talk at once.
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Mrs. Welli clapped her hands. “One, two, three—eyes on me!” she said. Then she nodded for the principal to continue.
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“You’ll take the school bus to the gardens,” he explained. “Once there you’ll see flowers, you’ll see trees shaped like animals, and you’ll even get to play hide-and-seek in a life-size hedge maze. At the end of the visit you will have a class lunch picnic in the fairy garden, followed by ice-cream bars.”
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“Yay!” cheered the class as they bounced up and down in their seats.

And just like that, Heidi’s morning had changed from ho-hum to a real humdinger!

[image: Images]


[image: Image]


[image: Images]

Heidi plopped her hot-lunch tray onto the table. She always got hot lunch when cheese ravioli was on the menu.

“So, what do you think about the field trip?” she asked her friends.

“Three words,” said Lucy Lancaster as she untwisted the cap on her water bottle. “FLOWER POWER FUN.”

Everyone at the table cheered and started to giggle.

“Do you think there are real fairies in the fairy garden?” asked Natalie.

“I hope so,” Heidi said. Then she squished a whole cheesy pillow of ravioli into her mouth.
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“What about rides, like a flower-petal merry-go-round?” asked Laurel Lambert. “I love rides.”

“It’s probably just flowers, plants, and trees,” said Bruce Bickerson.

“It’s not just flowers, plants, and trees,” said Heidi. “I’ve heard they have butterflies and waterfalls.”

Lucy peeled an orange. “Well, I’m going to wear my favorite outfit,” she said. “And maybe I will also bring my ladybug house, because you never know when you might find a good-luck ladybug.” She chomped an orange slice.
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“You’d better think again,” Bruce said.

“How come?” asked Lucy, her cheeks full.

“I’ve got bad news. It’s supposed to rain that day,” Bruce said.
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Bruce always kept up on the weather. It came in handy when he had to test one of his fancy science experiments.

Lucy tossed her orange peels onto her tray. “Oh no!” she said. “If it rains, they may cancel the trip.”

Heidi shook her head. “No way, Lucy!” she said. “It’s not going to rain on OUR field trip!”

Then, under her breath, Heidi added, Because I’m going to make sure the forecast is for sunny skies!
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Heidi gently lifted her Book of Spells from her keepsake box, which she kept under her bed. She smiled at her book as if it were an old friend.
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“We have some work to do,” she said as she opened the book to the Contents page. Heidi found several weather spells, but they all called for ingredients that were hard to find, like fake eyelashes and purple lightbulbs. Then she found a spell called Everyday Wishes. She read it over.
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