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  Coauthors Laura Kath and Pamela Price have more than sixty years combined travel and life experience in sunny Southern California. They are the coauthors of Fun with the Family Southern California (Globe Pequot Press, now in its seventh edition).




  Pamela resides in Palm Springs when she is not globe-trotting and writing or broadcasting about her adventures. She is the author of 100 Best Spas of the World (Globe Pequot Press, now in its third edition).




  Laura is the author of seventeen nonfiction books and president of Mariah Marketing, her Santa Barbara County–based consulting business founded in 1989. She is a member of the International Food, Wine & Travel Writers Association and the Society of Incentive Travel Executives.




  This dynamic duo blends comprehensive travel experience with the latest tourism information—making this guidebook an essential read for Los Angeles area residents and visitors alike.
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        introduction


      

    


  




  Pull out a traditional paper map of Southern California and place an old-school compass on downtown Los Angeles—no matter what direction the needle swings, you’ll find something amazing to see, do, or taste! There is just no way we can include every worthy place for you to experience in a volume of this limited size. However, we do believe that this guidebook will give you a fantastic sampling of day trips within a 2-hour driving radius of downtown Los Angeles. Plus, we’ve included some places for you to stay since we just know you’ll want to spend more time in these environs!




  Both of us, along with our families and friends, have traveled thousands of miles by trains, planes, automobiles, horses, and aching feet to discover the best trips around greater Los Angeles. We are rather proud of our adopted home state—Pamela originally hails from Minnesota, and Laura is from Michigan—and have spent more than sixty combined years as journalists researching and describing life here in the Golden State. We are delighted to share our experiences with you!




  We believe the most important element to enjoying your day trips is time. Be sure you allow yourself plenty of it. Be sure to carefully select the day trips that appeal to your own unique tastes. Distances around here are very deceptive. Five miles does not necessarily mean 5 minutes away—especially during rush hours on Los Angeles’s infamous freeways. It’s probably why those of us who live here never say something is only X miles away—we say, “it’s about X minutes depending on when you try to go.” For all our love of cars and whining about traffic, there are alternative transportation options aplenty in Los Angeles, and we urge you to use them to explore the bounty and beauty surrounding El Pueblo de la Reina de los Angeles (The Town of the Queen of the Angels).




  Our day trips from the City of Angels will provide you with options ranging from the Pacific Ocean and its awesome beaches to the mountain ranges, inland valleys, rivers, freshwater lakes such as Big Bear and Arrowhead, and the deserts such as Palm Springs and Joshua Tree.




  How about recreation? Participant or spectator, you can experience it all here. Teams such as basketball’s Los Angeles Lakers and Clippers, hockey’s Mighty Ducks of Anaheim, baseball’s L.A. Dodgers and Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim offer the thrill of professional action. Needless to say, waterfront activity should rate high on your list when visiting this area—boating, fishing, sailing, sunbathing, surfing, and swimming are what California dreams are made of. If you visit between December and April, whale watching along the Pacific is an absolute must-see thrill. Of course, biking and hiking trails abound to explore, yet they preserve all the area’s natural beauty. You can visit natural parks full of wildlife and sea life or human-made amusement parks stocked with thrills. Local museums are filled with hands-on displays of fun things from archives to outer space. Be certain to include the magnificent J. Paul Getty Museum as well as the Ronald Reagan Library. California’s history, rich with Native American, Spanish, and Mexican influences, provides plenty of cultural-diversity education, not to mention the thrill of deciphering foreign names—such as San Luis Obispo, Port Hueneme, and Ojai. Greater Los Angeles is blessed with hundreds of annual special events—starting with January’s immensely popular Rose Parade in Pasadena, right through holiday lighted boat parades all along the coast. We’ve put some of the highlights in a special appendix for your easy reference.
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  We think that tripping around Los Angeles is like an endless vacation. Where else can you travel from the desert to a futuristic metropolis to some snow-covered mountain before, finally, taking in the sunset at the beach—all in one day? Would you expect anything less from the birthplace of Hollywood and Disneyland? Enjoy your trips!




  

    

      	[image: image]



      	

        using this guide


      

    


  




  All our day trips from Los Angeles originate from (or use as a starting point) historic Los Angeles Union Station (LAUS), 800 North Alameda St., in the heart of downtown Los Angeles. LAUS is the transportation hub for the city, including national Amtrak and Amtrak California passenger trains, Metrolink commuter trains, MetroRail subways, Metro buses, and shuttles. Despite living in car-crazy Southern California, we do believe in alternative transportation—so car-free options will be included wherever applicable in our day trips. Opened in 1939, Los Angeles Union Station was the last post–World War I “grand terminal” of its kind to be built in the United States. Its architecture is a successful merging of Spanish Mission, Moorish, and streamline modern styles often used as movie and TV filming locations (think of scenes in Union Station, Silver Streak, Blade Runner, Speed, Star Trek: First Contact, 24, and NCIS: Los Angeles). Step outside Union Station and you’re across the plaza from Olvera Street, where the city of Los Angeles was established in the late eighteenth century, and adjacent to New Chinatown, a historic Chinese district. Just walking around this area can be a festive cultural day trip in itself!




  Our day trips are listed geographically—starting closest to downtown Los Angeles and radiating outward—clockwise around the compass (North, Northeast, East, Southeast, South, Southwest, West, and Northwest).




  hours of operation, credit cards




  Always remember to call ahead! In the interest of accuracy and because they are subject to change, hours of operation and attraction prices are given in general terms. You can assume that all establishments listed accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted. If you have any concerns, please be sure to contact the establishments for specifics.




  pricing key




  Rates for Accommodations: This price code reflects the average cost of a double-occupancy guest room during a peak-price period (not including hotel tax or fees). Always ask if any special packages or discounts are available during your preferred dates—there generally are!




  $ . . . . . . up to $100




  $$ . . . . . $100 to $199




  $$$ . . . . $200 and up




  Rates for Restaurants: This price code reflects the average price of an entree per person (generally dinner unless only breakfast or lunch is served) and does not include wine, beer, cocktails, appetizers, desserts, tax, or tips.




  $ . . . . . . up to $10




  $$ . . . . . $10 to $20




  $$$ . . . . $20 and up




  driving tips




  In California, the driver and all passengers must wear their seatbelts at all times when traveling in a car. Any child too small to be protected by a seatbelt must be secured in a child safety seat.




  Driving times in Greater Los Angeles are completely dependent upon time of day. Rush hours are generally weekdays from 6 to 9 a.m. and 3 to 7 p.m. and are to be avoided. We recommend the following times (and our day trips are based upon these assumptions):




  

    	Driving on weekdays before 6 a.m., between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., or after 7 p.m.




    	Driving on weekends anytime, but traffic is generally unpredictable due to regionalized patterns and known bottlenecks (for example, US 101 south from Santa Barbara on Sunday) and will be advised when available for specific day trips).


  




  highway designations




  Perhaps no other area in the world has embraced the automobile as passionately as we have in Southern California (traditionally meaning Los Angeles, Orange, Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Bernardino, Riverside, and San Diego Counties). Generally, interstates are prefaced by “I” (such as I-5, one of the major north/south routes in California. U.S. highways are two and/or three lane roads (sometimes divided) that are prefaced by “US” or “Highway” (for example, US 101 or Highway 101—a major north/south artery). State Routes (SR) are real mixed bags of asphalt here—all are paved, some are undivided two-lane roads, others are divided four lanes!




  Just as in many major cities, our Los Angeles–area freeways have names that are often distinct from the official state or federal highway number that they are assigned. We Southern California residents generally refer to freeways with just the number; for example, Interstate10 is also known locally as the just “the 10,” or the “I-10,” or its direction—the Santa Monica Freeway or the San Bernardino Freeway. However, traffic reporters and highway signs can refer to a freeway by its full descriptive name or not—which can be very confusing! And to make matters even more confusing, a “named” freeway might include portions of two or more differently numbered routes; for example, the Ventura Freeway consists of portions of Highway 101 and SR 134 (technically it’s SR 134, but locally it’s known as just the 134). Here are just a few basics:




  Interstate 5 is known as:




  

    	
San Diego Freeway from downtown San Diego to the El Toro Y in Orange County




    	Santa Ana Freeway from the El Toro Y in Orange County to the East L.A. Interchange




    	Golden State Freeway from the East L.A. Interchange to Wheeler Ridg


  




  Interstate 10 is known as:




  

    	Santa Monica Freeway from Santa Monica to the East L.A. Interchange (downtown)




    	
San Bernardino Freeway from the East L.A. Interchange to San Bernardino (center of the Inland Empire—the area that encompasses Riverside and San Bernardino Counties—it is a common term of usage here)



  U.S. Highway 101 is known as:






    	Hollywood Freeway from downtown’s Four Level Interchange to the junction with SR 134 (locally known as the 134)




    	Ventura Freeway from the junction with the Hollywood Freeway to Santa Barbara County line



  




  leaving the driving to somebody else




  Riding the rails—it’s the green alternative to driving on your day trips through greater Los Angeles. Amtrak, Metrorail, and Metrolink all have excellent routes in the region—as well as connections to convenient bus services through and around your destination cities. It’s the best way to circumvent the traffic as well as reducing congestion and air pollution. For complete details, call Amtrak at (800) USA-RAIL or visit www.amtrak.com, or Metro (Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority) at (800) COMMUTE, (323) GO-METRO, or www.metro.net. And here’s an added incentive: Metro Destinations Discounts is a program for Metro riders to save money at popular destinations, sporting events, concerts, museums, theme parks, shops, and more around Los Angeles County simply by using Metro public transit. For example, at press time, you could save $3 on adult admission and $2 on child admission to the Los Angeles Zoo in Griffith Park. Discounts change from month to month; visit www.metro.net/around/destination-discounts for current savings. If you have a:




  

    	
Metro Pass—just show your valid Metro pass to receive discounts. This includes Metro Weekly, Monthly, College/Vocational, Student (grades K through 8 or 9 through 12), and Senior/Disabled.




    	
Day Pass/Metro Rail Ticket—the Day Pass/Rail ticket is only valid on the date of purchase for a discount.


  




  Elite Land Tours offers dozens of guided, full-service day trips from greater Los Angeles. Owner Mark Farley specializes in discovery through exploration, providing an insider’s tour of attractions with intel that will fascinate you from beginning to end. You can concentrate on your experience and forget about the GPS and roadmaps because these details are handled by your guide and driver. Door-to-door service signifies that Elite Land Tours will pick up you and your group of up to six passengers and return you to your hotel or home base in one of their customized Hummers. For example, if you have only a day to visit the Palm Springs desert resort area, they can customize your tour according to whether you want to delve into architectural tourism or get up close and personal with Joshua Tree National Park. More examples of Elite Land Tours include their Calico/Deep Space experience, which combines a visit to a “living ghost town” with a tour of one of only three deep space communication complexes in the world. This experience adds up to 12 hours of nonstop adventure that would be challenging to plan on your own—because of security and clearance issues—all of which Elite Land Tours handles for you. Their California Mission Tour takes you back to the era of Spanish padres and Indians, and can include visiting romantic San Juan Capistrano (remember the swallows, they return here every spring). For details, pricing and schedules; call (800) 514-4866 or visit www.elitelandtours.com.
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        tips for your trip


      

    


  




  Area Codes: There are more than a dozen telephone area codes in the Greater Los Angeles/Southern California region—all listings in this book will include the three-digit code and the seven-digit phone number.




  Attire: In dress, as in most other respects, Los Angeles style is comfortable and casual, though evening wear may be dressier in some places. Throughout the region, you’ll be most comfortable if you layer your clothing. Early mornings, evenings, and nights may be cool enough for a jacket or sweater, but daytime temperatures in the oceanfront areas and the drier, hotter inland regions are comfortable enough for short sleeves pretty much year-round.




  Banking: Bank-card, bank-cash, and automated teller machines (ATMs) are located throughout the region. Members of participating banking networks and credit-card companies can obtain U.S. currency by using an ATM card or credit card and a personal identification number (PIN). Bank hours with teller services are generally Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with limited branches open on Saturday.




  Drinking Age: It is illegal in California for anyone under twenty-one years old to consume alcohol in any quantity. To purchase alcohol in a bar, restaurant, or retail establishment, you must be able to produce photographic identification that proves your age. Driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs (DUI) is a serious offense in California. A person is considered legally drunk when the concentration of alcohol in his or her blood is at or above 0.08 percent.




  Emergencies: For any and all life-threatening medical, fire, and police emergencies, call 911 from any phone anywhere.




  Sales Tax: The minimum sales tax in the state of California is 8.25 percent; however, supplementary sales tax may be added (via voter approval) by cities, counties, service authorities, and various special districts. For example, at press time, the city of Los Angeles has a combined 9.75 percent sales-tax rate. Please be certain to ask if you have any questions before making a purchase.




  Smoking: California law prohibits smoking in restaurants, bars, theaters, auditoriums, museums, and most other public buildings. Please be cautious and courteous if you must light up!




  Time Zone: Los Angeles is in the Pacific standard time zone, eight hours behind Greenwich mean time. Daylight savings time is observed from the second Sunday in March (spring ahead one hour at 2 a.m.) to the first Sunday in November (fall back one hour at 2 a.m.) from standard time.




  north
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        hooray for h-town:


        hollywood



      

    


  




  hollywood




  If downtown is the historic center of the City

     of Angels, then Hollywood has to be its heartbeat. For millions

     around the world, Hollywood is Los Angeles, an illusion promoted by the movie studios, prop houses, sound stages, lighting companies, musicians, recording outlets, and casting agencies that remain very much alive in this district situated 10 miles northwest of downtown. As one of the few officially designated districts within the sprawling city of Los Angeles, Hollywood does not have its own municipal government but does have an honorary “Mayor of Hollywood” appointed by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for ceremonial purposes. Perhaps the golden age of Hollywood is long gone, but the 50-foot-high HOLLYWOOD sign up in the Mount Lee foothills is an icon of the entertainment capital of the world. Built in 1923 to advertise a burgeoning housing development called Hollywoodland that never materialized, today it is protected and promoted by the Hollywood Sign Trust (www.hollywoodsign.org), a nonprofit group that physically maintains, repairs, and secures its place in history.




  getting there




  From downtown, it’s super easy and saves potential parking/traffic hassles (not to mention air pollution) to take the Metro Red Line subway operated by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA; www.metro.net/around). Hop on at Union Station (the starting point for all five Metro Rail lines) and exit at Hollywood/Vine (eastern side of the Boulevard) or Hollywood/Highland (western end of the Boulevard) You can easily walk just about everywhere you want to visit in Hollywood—and frankly, strolling Hollywood Boulevard is one experience you simply must have! It’s the best way not to miss the fantastic people watching combined with star- and navel-gazing!
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  If you simply must have your car in Hollywood, drive north from downtown via US Highway 101 and exit at Gower or Highland to make your way to Hollywood Boulevard. Movie stars, glamour, palm tree–lined streets, and excitement always in the air—hooray for Hollywood!




  where to go




  El Capitan Theatre. 6838 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 468-8262; www.elcapitantickets.com. Disney and Pacific Theatres restored this historic theater in 1989. Originally opened in 1926, it is now an exclusive first-run theater for Walt Disney Pictures and hosts live stage shows, world premieres, and other special events that have helped restore showmanship to Hollywood Boulevard. The restored 4/37 Wurlitzer pipe organ—known as the “Mightiest of the Mighty Wurlitzers”—is just one of the jewels of this architectural masterpiece. It is across the street from Mann’s Chinese Theatre.




  Hollywood Bowl and Hollywood Bowl Museum. 2301 North Highland; (323) 850-2000; www.hollywoodbowl.org. The summer home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra, this bowl is a terrific place to take in a concert. Pollstar magazine’s Best Major Outdoor Venue, the Hollywood Bowl is the largest natural outdoor amphitheater in the United States. Pack a picnic to get the most out of an outdoor performance at this gleaming Los Angeles landmark. Visit the museum—it’s free! Oct through June, Tues through Sat, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and July through Sept, Tues through Sat, 10:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.




  Hollywood Guinness World Records Museum. 6764 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 463-6433; www.guinnessattractions.com. The museum showcases offbeat testimonials to a wide variety of facts, feats, and incredible achievements. It is located in Hollywood’s first movie house, the Hollywood. Hands-on exhibits involve subjects such as technology, space adventures, and natural phenomena. Open daily 10 a.m. to midnight.




  Hollywood Museum in the Historic Max Factor Building. 1660 North Highland Ave. at Hollywood Boulevard; (323) 464-7776; www.thehollywoodmuseum.com. Housed in the edifice where the wizard of movie makeup worked his magic on motion-picture stars, here is where today you’ll find more than 10,000 pieces of show business memorabilia from one hundred years of Tinseltown. The museum features displays from Elvis, Marilyn Monroe, Johnny Depp, High School Musical, Twilight: New Moon, Hannah Montana,and Star Trek, Hannibal Lector’s jail cell, and even Cary Grant’s Rolls Royce. Open Wed through Sun, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed Mon, Tues, and most holidays.
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          reeling through hollywood’s history




          Native Americans had long occupied the lands we now call Hollywood, and with the arrival of Spanish explorers followed by Mexican soldiers and ranchers, the area continued as a flourishing agricultural community. In 1886, H. H. Wilcox bought some acreage of Rancho La Brea to build a residential subdivision, and one legend has it that his wife christened it Hollywoodland (there’s still a dispute about this more than a century later, but we’ll go with this version for now). The area became a prestigious and prosperous community and incorporated in 1903. Hollywood’s city status was short-lived since a lack of water and sewers forced annexation in 1910 to the city of Los Angeles, where it remains today.




          Drawn by the open spaces and warm, moderate year-round climate, the New Jersey–based Centaur Company opened Hollywood’s first film studio in 1911 at 6121 Sunset Blvd., at the corner of Gower; it was called the Nestor Company. The company’s subsequent financial success attracted dozens more studios and accompanying businesses. By 1920, Hollywood had become world famous as the center of the United States film industry. KTLA, the first commercial television station west of the Mississippi River, signed on the air in Hollywood on January 22, 1947, and is still broadcasting. On Vine Street just north of Hollywood Boulevard, the famous circular Capitol Records Building that looks like a stack of 7-inch vinyl records (aka 45s) was built in 1956. It houses offices and recording studios that are not accessible to the public.




          In 1958, the Hollywood Walk of Fame was created as a tribute to artists working in the entertainment industry—did you know that the first star embedded on the sidewalk honors actress Joanne Woodward? In the 1970s and ’80s the luster of Hollywood faded, and some blight replaced light. A revitalization plan began to emerge, and in 1985, the Hollywood Boulevard Commercial and Entertainment District was officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places— thereby protecting the area’s important buildings and assuring that the significance of Hollywood’s past would always be a part of its future—which definitely has experienced a renaissance in the twenty-first century.


        

      


    


  




  Hollywood’s RockWalk of Fame. 7425 West Sunset Blvd., in the Hollywood Guitar Center; (323) 874-1060; www.rockwalk.com. Inductees include Black Sabbath, Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Bo Diddley, the Doobie Brothers, Jimi Hendrix, and Eddie Van Halen, just to name a few, with handprints on the sidewalk. RockWalk offers three different interactive tours: the memorabilia tour, virtual handprints (an indoors exhibit offered as an alternative to hanging out on the sidewalk to view the actual handprints), and an archives tour. Call for times and special events. Open Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.




  Hollywood Wax Museum. 6767 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 462-8860; www.hollywoodwaxmuseum.com/hollywood. Located in the historic Embassy Nightclub building, this wax museum has displayed 200-plus life-size renditions of celebrated film stars, political leaders, and sports greats since 1965. Open daily from 10 a.m. to midnight, 365 days a year.




  Kodak Theatre. 6801 Hollywood Blvd., anchor of the Hollywood & Highland entertainment complex; (323) 308-6300 or (323) 308-6363 (box office and guided-tour information); www.kodaktheatre.com. Be sure you don’t miss this chance to step behind the velvet rope and personally experience the glamour of the permanent home of the Oscar ceremonies. During your tour, you’ll see an Oscar statuette, visit the exclusive George Eastman VIP Room (where stars party), view twenty-six Academy Awards images, learn where this year’s Oscar nominees sat (and maybe sit there, too), and gain an insider’s view of behind-the-scenes production from friendly, knowledgeable actors/tour guides. Be sure to call for tickets in advance since tours fill quickly, with only twenty people allowed per group. Children under twelve must be accompanied by an adult/guardian. Since opening in November 2001, the theater has hosted a range of prestigious artists and events, including the Academy Awards ceremonies, Celine Dion, Prince, Elvis Costello, Barry Manilow, American Ballet Theatre, ESPY Awards, and even the American Idol finals. Daily thirty-minute guided tours are offered from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (subject to change depending on events scheduled). Call to confirm ticket prices.




  Madame Tussauds Hollywood. 6933 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 798-1670; www.madametussauds.com. Right next door to Grauman’s Chinese Theatre—you are guaranteed to “meet” almost one hundred celebrities at Hollywood’s newest wax-figure attraction. Check them out on movie-blockbuster sets spread over three floors and take plenty of photos to impress your friends since these folks are really lifelike, really! Open daily at 10 a.m., 364 days of the year, only closed the day of the Academy Awards.




  Mann’s (aka Grauman’s Chinese Theatre). 6925 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 461-3331; www.manntheatres.com/chinese. Hollywood doesn’t get any more Hollywood than at this unofficial emperor’s palace of Tinseltown. Revel at the sight of what looks like the entrance to a Chinese imperial palace. But the main attractions here are in the theater’s forecourt, where the handprints, footprints, and signatures of Hollywood celebrities dating from 1927 are quite literally cast in stone. VIP backstage tours are offered by reservation only seven days a week (323-463-9576).




  On busy street corners along Hollywood Boulevard, and particularly in front of Mann’s Chinese Theatre, you might spot tanned young men and women wearing sun visors and holding clipboards. If they don’t approach you, make a point of approaching them: They have passes for movie previews at area studios, and sometimes you are paid to see them. It’s a way the studios get audience feedback before films are released and a way for you to learn about an important, if little known, aspect of the entertainment industry.




  Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Odditorium. 6780 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 466-6335; http://hollywood.ripleys.com. No problem finding the place; there’s a giant Tyrannosaurus rex poking his mighty head and substantial torso out of the rooftop. The Odditorium claims to have the world’s most outstanding collection of the bizarre and unusual, and it probably does. Open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, later on weekends and during the summer.




  The Studios at Paramount. 5555 Melrose Ave.; (323) 956-1777; www.paramountstudios.com. This is the only remaining “big name” studio lot still located and operating in Hollywood. If you want an inside, historic look at a real working studio, Paramount is the place for a very special experience. Two-hour guided back-lot tours are given Mon through Fri for ages twelve and up by advance reservations only. Walk in the footsteps of legends and get an intimate, sneak peek behind the scenes of your favorite movies and TV shows in a small group led by Paramount Studio guides. To arrange tickets for TV shows taping at Paramount (such as Dr. Phil), contact the authorized ticket agency Audiences Unlimited at www.tvtickets.com.




  Walk of Fame. Hollywood Boulevard from Gower Street to La Brea Avenue, and along Vine Street from Yucca to Sunset Boulevard; www.hollywoodchamber.net. In Hollywood, even the sidewalks have stories to tell. There is no admission charge to stroll along the sidewalks with more than 2,000 terrazzo-and-brass stars etched into them. Some stars’ famous sidewalk addresses are: 1644 Hollywood Blvd. (Marilyn Monroe), 1719 Vine St. (James Dean), 1750 Vine St. (John Lennon), and 6777 Hollywood Blvd. (Elvis Presley). Contact the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for the latest inductees and specific locations. (See Regional Information Appendix for more details.)




  where to shop




  Hollywood & Highland (H&H) Center. 6801 Hollywood Blvd., corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Highland Avenue; (323) 817-8220, or call the Visitors Center at (323) 467-6412; www.hollywoodandhighland.com. Located in the thumping heart of Hollywood, this enormous complex is a must-see that’s sure to please. Opened in 2001, and hosting more than 15 million visitors annually, the center features over sixty top retailers, some of L.A.’s finest restaurants and nightclubs, Lucky Strike Lanes—and the famous Kodak Theatre, home of the Academy Awards as well as other notable awards shows, concerts, and events. (See separate listing under Where to Go.)
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          save with hollywood citypass




          CityPASS (888-330-5008; www.citypass.com) is the best way to enjoy Hollywood at one low price (up to 43 percent savings off tickets purchased separately). With CityPASS, you get to choose four admission tickets to famous attractions, including Madame Tussauds Hollywood, Starline Movie Stars’ Home Tours of Hollywood, Red Line Behind-the-Scenes Tour, and your choice of Kodak Theatre Guided Tour or the Hollywood Museum in the Historic Max Factor Building. CityPASS is good for nine days from first day of use.


        

      


    


  




  Hollywood Toys and Costumes. 6600 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 464-4444; www.hollywoodtoys.com. Here’s where you’ll find that monster mask or that conversation-starter costume perfect for next Halloween. There are tiaras in all shapes and sizes and novelties too numerous to describe. In town since 1950, this has to be the biggest supermarket of Hollywood-inspired memorabilia and trinkets. Open daily.




  Samuel French Inc. Books. 7623 Sunset Blvd.; (323) 876-0570; www.samuelfrench.com. This is the ultimate bookstore for entertainment-industry-related publications. It has an extensive selection of works on the theater, movies, television, and the other performing arts. This is your chance to add an educational whirl to the puffery purveyed by Hollywood’s ubiquitous PR spin doctors. Open Mon through Fri 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.




  where to eat




  Dan Tana’s. 9071 Santa Monica Blvd., West Hollywood; (310) 275-9444; www.dantanasrestaurant.com. This vintage landmark celebrity hangout specializes in great steaks and chops served by waiters who probably have been there since the place opened in 1964. Open daily 5 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. $$$.




  Musso & Frank Grill. 6667 Hollywood Blvd.; (323) 467-5123. A Hollywood institution where movers and shakers have “done deals” over classic flannel cakes, steaks, and Thurs-only chicken potpies since 1919. Whether you go for the atmosphere or the food, you simply must go to say you’ve been! For kicks, request table number one in the West Room, which was Charlie Chaplin’s regular spot. Although there’s no official website, the “fan site” at www.mussoandfrankgrill.com is rich. Open Tues through Sat 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. (sometimes later on Fri and Sat); closed Sun and Mon. $$–$$$.




  The Palm Restaurant West Hollywood. 9001 Santa Monica Blvd., West Hollywood; (310) 550-8811; www.thepalm.com. Since this branch of the famous steak house opened here in 1975, it fast became and still is a “movie industry crowd” place to see and be seen and make the scene. Lunch weekdays and dinner every night. Call for hours. $$$.




  Pink’s. 709 North La Brea Ave. (corner of Melrose and La Brea); (323) 931-4223; www.pinkshollywood.com. You can’t miss the line that has wrapped around this pink building since it opened in 1939, where they serve probably the best chili dog in L.A. Chili dogs, chili fries, chili burgers, turkey dogs, burrito dogs—every imaginable presentation of the wiener can be found here. No matter what time of day or night, you will find yourself standing in line with tourists, corporate climbers, and celebrities. Open 9:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. daily (sometimes later). Cash only. $.




  where to stay




  Renaissance Hollywood Hotel & Spa. 1755 North Highland Ave.; (323) 323-856-1200; www.renaissancehollywood.com. This hospitality cornerstone of the stunning Hollywood & Highland Center retail-and-entertainment destination features 632 sumptuously appointed rooms and suites with elegant, midcentury modern decor and green, eco-conscious amenities. Love the view from the rooftop outdoor pool (and the views from most of the guest rooms are pretty righteous as well—especially of the Hollywood Hills). All the luxury essentials are here including 24/7 room service, concierge, valet, business center (like you’d want to work!), and Spa Luce for relaxation. $$$.
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          hollywood homes of the famous (and still mostly rich)




          If you want a guided tour past Hollywood celeb homes, here are some choices:




          

            	
Hollywood Tours. 7095 Hollywood Blvd., #705; (800) 789-9575; www.hollywoodtours.us. Air-conditioned minivans, open-air trolley, or double-decker buses. Dozens of itineraries including options to see the HOLLYWOOD sign up close.




            	Starline Tours.(323) 463-3333 or (800) 959-3131; www.starlinetours.com. The company promises forty celebrity homes on the 2-hour tours in Beverly Hills and Bel Air, and offers excellent value on more than twenty other Hollywood/L.A. itineraries. They’ve been in business with their infamous double-decker red buses since 1935 (with other buses, vans, and limos, too!).


          


        

      


    


  




  worth more time




  West Hollywood “WeHo.” Considered one of the concentrated creative centers of metro Los Angeles, the city of West Hollywood (incorporated in 1984), encompasses just 1.9 square miles but has plenty of action. Bordered by Hollywood to the east and Beverly Hills on the west, West Hollywood has a trendy, unpredictable, and irreverent vibe since denizens work and play by their own rules (of which there aren’t many). For your dining pleasure, choose from over 150 restaurants including Morton’s, Il Sole, Lucques, La Boheme, BOA, Katana, and Mel’s Diner (you saw it in the film American Graffiti). Check out the vibrant nightlife at landmark clubs such as the Whisky a Go Go, Troubadour, Key Club, Viper Room, and House of Blues. No slouch as a shopping mecca, visit stores such as Herve Leger, Halston, Maxfield, Anna Sui, D&G, and Tracey Ross, just to mention a few.




  Few drives in Los Angeles are as exhilarating as Sunset Boulevard, which bisects West Hollywood. Originating downtown, Sunset winds up at the Pacific Ocean, and zipping along its famous curves in Beverly Hills, you’ll see stunning mansions and gorgeous gardens at every turn. But the most famous stretch, convertible tops down, is the Sunset Strip, directly adjacent to Beverly Hills in West Hollywood. The heart of the action, the 1.2-mile portion between numbers 8221 and 9255, is the epicenter of L.A. nightlife. Celebrities are sighted so often here that they hardly raise eyebrows, lips, or chins. After cruising Sunset (preferably in a convertible), park your car at number 8600, Sunset Plaza, an open-air retail/office mall (home to one of Laura’s favorite Chinese restaurants, Chin Chin). From here you can see the entire city of L.A. teeming during the day and twinkling at night below you.




  day trip 02
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        lights, camera, action:


        burbank, griffith park



      

    


  




  burbank




  Bordered by Glendale to the east, Toluca Lake on the west, Griffith Park to the south, and accessible from Hollywood via US Highway 101/134 (Hollywood Freeway), Burbank straddles two distinct geographical areas. Its downtown and civic center are nestled on the slopes and foothills that rise into the Verdugo Mountains, and its other areas are located in flatlands at the eastern end of the San Fernando Valley, 12 miles north of downtown Los Angeles.




  The city was named after David Burbank, a New England–born dentist and entrepreneur who bought 9,200 acres of ranch land for $9,000 in 1867 and parlayed his holdings into a vibrant community that achieved “cityhood” in 1911. The motion picture business arrived in Burbank in 1926, when First National Pictures (later taken over by the four Warner brothers) bought a seventy-eight-acre site on Olive Avenue, which included Dr. Burbank’s original ranch house. Walt Disney’s company, which had outgrown its Hollywood headquarters, bought fifty-one acres and built a multimillion-dollar studio on Buena Vista Street that opened in 1939.




  Brothers Allan and Malcolm Loughead, founders of the Lockheed Aircraft Company, opened a Burbank manufacturing plant in 1928, and a year later famed aviation expert Jack Northrop built his historic Flying Wing airplane in his own plant nearby, thus establishing the aircraft industry in Burbank. In 1930, United Airport (now Bob Hope Airport) opened—the largest commercial airport in the Los Angeles area until Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) opened in 1946 near El Segundo.




  [image: north day trip 02]




  By the 1960s and ’70s, more of the Hollywood entertainment industry was relocating to Burbank with its large tracts of available land, water, and easy airport access. Today, dubbed “Media Capital of the World,” Burbank is home to companies including ABC, Cartoon Network, Dick Clark Productions, NBC Studios, New Wave Entertainment, Nickelodeon, Technicolor/Thomson, the Walt Disney Company, Warner Bros. Studio, and Warner Music Group. Many jokes have been made on television shows that emanate from here, such as Laugh-In and The Tonight Show, about “beautiful downtown Burbank,” but you know you want to visit those TV studios to experience the lights, cameras, and all the action personally!




  getting there




  From downtown L.A. you can take I-5 (Golden State Freeway) north to the Burbank Boulevard exit (this takes you east around Griffith Park). The car-free alternative is to board a Metrolink train at Union Station and disembark at the Burbank Metrolink Station, sometimes referred to as the Burbank Transportation Center (served by Metrolink’s Antelope Valley and Ventura County Lines). It’s important to note that Amtrak trains do not stop at the downtown Burbank station; instead, they stop at the Bob Hope Burbank Airport station, only 120 yards from the terminal—which makes train/plane connections incredibly easy.




  where to go




  NBC/Universal TV Studios. 3000 West Alameda Ave.; (818) 840-3537 (guest relations) or (818) 840-4444 (main switchboard). Escorted 70-minute walking-only tours are generally available on a first-come, first-served basis with limited availability, Mon through Fri, every hour on the hour between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. The guest relations bungalow opens at 8:30 a.m. If you’re lucky, you might see Jay Leno on the lot! Be sure to call for current tour schedules and fees, as many NBC shows are now filming at Universal Studios (owner of NBC).




  Warner Bros. Studio VIP Tour. VIP Tour Center, 3400 Riverside Dr., Gate 6; (818) 972-8687; www.wbstudiotour.com. The studio is located at the intersection of Olive Avenue, Pass Avenue, and Barham Boulevard, just a few blocks southeast of Disney Studios and northeast of Universal Studios. After parking at Gate 6, go to the VIP Tour Center just outside the studio entrance at Gate 5 to check in. This is an intimate insider’s look since only about 120 people a day are allowed at this very busy and famous motion picture and television studio—past and present. The tour begins with a short film highlighting the movies and television shows created by Warner Bros. talent. Then, via electric tour carts to and from the Warner Bros. Museum, you visit back-lot sets, soundstages, and craft/production shops. Remember the line from the classic Casablanca where Humphrey Bogart tells Ingrid Bergman, “We’ll always have Paris”? Those Paris flashback scenes were shot on a mock “French street” here on the Warner Bros. back lot, and chances are you’ll get to see it for yourself! However, routes change from day to day to accommodate production on the lot, so no two tours are exactly alike—you never know what shows or movies and stars you will see filming that day—or maybe meet! Your VIP Tour lasts approximately 2 hours and is held generally Mon through Fri 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with expanded hours in summer. Call for the schedule; reservations are required. There also is a 5-hour Deluxe Tour where you really get an in-depth look behind the scenes—literally and figuratively—plus you’ll enjoy lunch in the Studio Commissary—it’s not inexpensive, but it’s a peak experience that could be the highlight of your day trip from L.A.!
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