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WELCOME



Have you ever known what you wanted to say but were not able to find the right words? Or have you written something and used the same word over and over? The Simon & Schuster Thesaurus for Children can help you find just the right word. It can help you to express yourself more clearly and exactly in your writing. It can also help you make your writing more interesting and exciting for your readers.
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HOW TO USE THIS THESAURUS
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A thesaurus is a collection of words that mean almost the same thing. Words that share meanings are known as synonyms. For example, if you want to describe someone laughing, you have many choices. They could chuckle, giggle, guffaw, roar, or snicker. Each of these words is a synonym for laugh, but each also means a slightly different kind of laughter. The Simon & Schuster Thesaurus for Children can help you choose the word that best describes the kind of laughter you mean.
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USING THIS THESAURUS



The words in a thesaurus are listed in alphabetical order. You look up words in a thesaurus as you do in a dictionary.



THE ENTRY



When a word is listed in the thesaurus, you will find an entry like this one:






	For more choices see the entries for PERFECT and TRUE.







	Antonyms: See the entries for INCORRECT and WRONG.







	right adjective


	Free from mistakes; true:


	It turned out that there was only right answer to the problem.
Telling the truth is the right thing to do.







	correct


	Not having any mistakes:


	Sydney gave the correct answer.
Alex fumbled through his pocket looking for correct change.







	definite


	Certain, clear:


	Her answer was a definite no.







	faultless


	Without anything wrong; unspoiled:


	After checking for every possible error, Walt was sure that his computer program was faultless.







	precise


	Clearly and accurately said or shown:


	The science teacher asked the class to measure the precise amount the jar would hold.
The precise time the bus arrived was 4:38.







	specific


	Exact; particular:


	We need to set a specific time for our meeting








The word right is called an entry word. An entry word is printed in red letters. It is followed by its part of speech, a definition, and example sentences to help you understand how the entry word is commonly used. The part of speech for each entry word is also listed in red letters.


Synonyms are listed in blue letters beneath the entry word. Each synonym is followed by a definition and one or more example sentences.


Sometimes you will find cross-references at the end of an entry. For example, the cross-reference for right tells you to look under perfect and true for more synonyms.


You may also find information about antonyms at the end of an entry. These are words that mean the opposite of the entry word. The note at the entry for right tells you that its antonyms are found at the entries for incorrect and wrong.



SPECIAL FEATURES



This thesaurus has several special features to help you select the words that say what you want to say.



WORD BANKS



Sometimes the word that comes to mind is so general it doesn’t tell your reader what you really mean. Word Banks are found at entries such as cat, dog, or ship. They contain lists of particular kinds of things that you may want to name instead of using a more general term. For example, here is the Word Bank for color.




WORD BANK


Sometimes you can make things clearer and more interesting for your reader by naming the particular COLOR you mean. Some colors are:






	black


	gray


	pink


	violet







	blue


	green


	purple


	white







	brown


	orange


	red


	yellow












WORDS FROM WORDS



Common words are often combined with other words to form new words or phrases with new meanings. For example, key means something that solves or explains. However, keyed up means very excited, and to key in means to enter information on a computer. Words from Words features list these combinations with their definitions, one or more example sentences, and some synonyms that you may want to consider using. For example, here is the Words from Words feature for key.




WORDS from Words


KEY can be combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. These expressions also have synonyms. For example:


keyed up means very excited: The children were so keyed up, they couldn’t stand still. If you get too keyed up before bedtime, you won’t sleep well. Useful synonyms are agitated and stimulated.


to key in means to enter information into a computer: I had to key in my report all over again after the computer crashed. Useful synonyms are enter, input, and type in.






WORD ALERT



When there is something special about a word that will help you use it, its entry is followed by a Word Alert. Some Word Alert features note special usage problems you should be aware of, others tell you where to find other meanings and synonyms for a word. For example, trip means traveling or going from one place to another. But trip also has another common meaning, which does not have its own entry. Instead, it is given in the Word Alert. Word Alert


TRIP also means to lose one’s balance: I tripped over my shoelaces. Synonyms for this meaning of trip are fall and stumble.



THE INDEX



If the word you want to look up isn’t an entry word, check the index, which starts on page 265. Every synonym mentioned in the thesaurus is also listed alphabetically in the index. In the index, all words in CAPITAL LETTERS are entry words. These are the words that are listed alphabetically and defined in the thesaurus. Every synonym found in the thesaurus is listed in the index in lowercase letters. Under each word in lowercase letters is the word See followed by an entry word in CAPITAL LETTERS. This is the entry word under which you will find the synonym you are looking up. If the synonym doesn’t appear in the entry itself, it can be found in the special feature that accompanies that entry.






	ADMIT1 (to let in)


	adorn







	ADMIT2 (to confess)


	See DECORATE







	adolescence


	ADULT (adjective)







	See YOUTH


	ADULT (noun)







	adorable


	advance







	See PRETTY


	See MOVE







	adore


	adventurous







	See LOVE


	See DARING








Some words have more than one meaning. When they are the same part of speech, as with admit, small numbers are used to indicate the difference. For example, ADMIT1 is a verb meaning to let in and ADMIT2 is a verb meaning to confess. Words that are used as more than one part of speech are given separate entries, as with the adjective ADULT and the noun ADULT.



WORDS FOR STORY WRITERS



The words in the main part of this thesaurus are commonly found in ordinary conversation or writing. However, if you want to write a story about a faraway or imaginary time or place, you may need some special words. Although most of the words listed here are rarely heard in everyday conversation, they are commonly used in their settings. These words will help you make your story or report more accurate and interesting. These words can also inspire your imagination by suggesting other words—or even ideas. If you are unfamiliar with a word on these lists, you can find its meaning in a dictionary.


MYSTERY STORY
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If you want to write a mystery story, try some of these words:






	accomplice


	detective


	loot


	safecracker







	chase


	getaway car


	police station


	scene of the crime







	clue


	gumshoe


	precinct


	siren







	cops


	inspector


	private eye


	squad car







	crook


	judge


	reward


	stickup








SCIENCE FICTION
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If you want to write a report on space travel or a science fiction story, some words you may want to use include:






	alien


	launch


	planet


	space suit







	asteroid


	light speed


	ray gun


	spaceship







	beam


	moon


	rocket


	star







	comet


	nebula


	satellite


	warp speed







	galaxy


	orbit


	space station


	weightlessness








WESTERN
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Here are some words that you may want to use if you want to write a report on the Old West or a western story:






	buckaroo


	chaps


	hideout


	sagebrush







	buckboard


	corral


	lariat or lasso


	scout







	cactus


	cowboy


	outlaw


	sheriff or marshal







	cantina


	doggie


	rodeo


	stagecoach







	cavalry


	gunfight


	saddle


	wagon train











MEDIEVAL TIMES
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If you want to write a report or story about medieval times, try these words:






	archer


	castle


	lady


	shield







	armor


	charger


	lance


	siege







	banquet


	flagon


	mace


	sword







	battle-ax


	helmet


	moat


	tournament







	boon


	knight


	quest or crusade


	tower








FANTASY
[image: Image]


It can be fun to imagine what things would be like if there was magic in the world. If you want to write a story about imaginary events, here are some words that you may want to use:






	cauldron


	curse


	secret passage


	wishing well







	cloak


	oracle


	spell or charm


	witch







	crystal ball


	potion


	wand


	wizard








Many fantasy stories include mythological creatures. Some examples are:






	centaur


	gremlin


	mermaid


	siren







	dragon


	griffin


	phoenix


	sphinx







	giant


	leprechaun


	sea serpent


	unicorn








Fantasy stories often take place in imaginary places. Some examples are:






	Atlantis


	El Dorado


	Narnia


	Shangri-la







	Camelot


	Middle-Earth


	Oz


	Wonderland








PREHISTORIC TIMES
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If you want to write a report or story about prehistoric times, here are some words that you may want to use:






	bow and arrow


	cave painting


	flint


	saber-toothed tiger







	cave


	cave woman


	giant sloth


	scraper







	cave man


	fire


	mammoth


	stone spear point








Although dinosaurs lived millions of years before humans appeared, they were important prehistoric creatures in their own time. Some dinosaurs are:






	allosaurus


	archaeopteryx


	diplodocus


	triceratops







	apatosaurus


	compsognathus


	stegosaurus


	tyrannosaurus
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	For more choices see the entry for TALENT.







	ability  noun


	The power to do something:


	Sarah has the ability to run fast.
Humans have the ability to speak.







	capability


	The quality of being capable of doing something well; ability:


	Jane has the capability of winning the chess tournament.







	knack


	A special ability or skill for doing something easily:


	Sherry seems to have a knack for designing clothes.
Paul has the knack for making us laugh.







	skill


	The power to do something:


	You will gain skill if you practice.












	able  adjective


	Having the power to do something:


	He was an able hockey player.
A cheetah is an able hunter.







	capable


	Having skill or power:


	A capable teacher can help students learn better.







	competent


	Able to perform basic skills:


	A competent plumber should be able to fix the clogged drain in your sink.







	qualified


	Meeting the requirements:


	We need a qualified candidate for the election.












	about  adverb


	Very close to:


	The school had about twenty singers.
About two inches of rain fell last night.







	approximately


	Nearly exact:


	There were approximately eighty people in the audience.







	around


	Somewhere near:


	There must have been around two hundred marbles in the jar.







	nearly


	Almost:


	There were nearly a dozen birds sitting in the tree.







	roughly


	Approximately but not exactly:


	It takes roughly fifteen minutes to walk to school from my house.
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	about  preposition


	Having to do with:


	The movie was about dinosaurs.
Rachel told us about her visit to the museum.







	concerning


	Having to do with:


	The teacher wanted to talk with us concerning our project.







	regarding


	Relating to:


	We wrote the television network regarding the cancellation of our favorite show.












	absent  adjective


	Not present:


	The two absent members of our class have colds.
The absent teacher was replaced by a substitute.







	away


	Distant; gone:


	My brother is away at summer camp.







	gone


	Away from a place:


	The cookies are gone from the kitchen table.







	missing


	Not there:


	Ben had to hunt all over for his missing sock.












	absolute adjective


	Not limited; whole:


	The witness told the absolute truth.
This sweater was an absolute bargain.







	complete


	Having all its parts:


	I read the complete works of Jane Austen last summer.







	total


	All there is:


	The total amount of the bill is twenty-three dollars.







	utter


	Complete or perfect:


	Some animals have adapted to living in the utter darkness of caves.












	ache  verb


	To hurt with a dull or constant pain:


	My foot ached after I banged it.
My tooth was aching so I went to the dentist.







	hurt


	To be painful:


	The bruise on my elbow hurt for a few days.







	smart


	To feel a sharp, stinging pain:


	Stephanie’s eyes smarted whenever she spent too much time in the pool.







	throb


	To pound rapidly:


	My thumb throbbed after I accidentally struck it with a hammer.












	act  noun


	Something done; a deed:


	Saving the struggling swimmer was an act of bravery.
His good acts earned him the community’s respect.







	accomplishment


	Something accomplished; achievement:


	Finding a new planet is a great scientific accomplishment.
Her accomplishments included winning a scholarship.







	achievement


	Something accomplished or achieved:


	The teacher was proud of the achievements of her class.







	deed


	Something done: an act:


	Sissy did a good deed by helping a child find his mother.







	feat


	An act or deed that shows courage, strength, or skill:


	Swimming across the lake was quite a feat.













Word Alert


ACT also means a law: Congress passed several acts to protect endangered species. Synonyms for this meaning of act can be found at the entry for LAW. Act can also mean a short performance or a part of a play: The comedians act was hilarious. We drank sodas between the first and second acts.









	For more choices see the entry for DO.







	act  verb


	To do something:


	The lifeguard acted quickly to pull the frightened boy out of the pool.
If you don’t act, nothing will get done.







	function


	To work or serve:


	A calculator functions best when it has new batteries.
I don’t function well in cold weather.







	operate


	To go or to run:


	The washing machine operated smoothly once the water was turned on.
Jack doesn’t know how to operate his camera.







	perform


	To carry out to completion:


	You must perform each step in the right order or the magic trick wont work.
The doctor performed the operation.







	work


	To act or make act properly; to do the job:


	Megan can work on your computer after she finishes fixing mine.










WORDS from Words


ACT is often combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. These expressions also have synonyms. For example:


to act on or act upon means to behave according to or follow something: The reporter acted on a tip from a reader. The principal acted upon the ruling of the school board. Useful synonyms are follow, heed, and obey. Act on or act upon can also mean to have an effect upon something else: Acid acts on metal.


to act out means to perform as in a play or drama: Each of us had to act out our favorite story for the class. A useful synonym is perform.


to act up means to behave poorly in a playful way: The mischievous boy acted up during class. A useful synonym is misbehave. Act up can also mean to cause discomfort or to malfunction: My stomach ache acted up after dinner. Our computer is acting up, and I can’t finish my assignment.
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	For more choices see the entry for WORK1.







	action  noun


	The process of doing something:


	Actions include throwing a ball, writing a letter, and reading a book.
The student government discussed what action to take.







	exertion


	The act of making use of something; an effort:


	After much exertion, everything was loaded in the car.







	motion


	The act of changing place or position:


	The motion of the train made it hard to read.
She lifted the heavy suitcase in one motion.







	movement


	The act of changing the place or direction of something:


	The slow movement of the traffic made us late.
The fan caused movement of the air in the room.










WORDS from Words


ACTION is often combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. These expressions also have synonyms. For example:


actions means behavior or conduct: How do you account for her actions? There are a number of actions we can take to correct this situation. Useful synonyms can be found at the entry for BEHAVIOR.


out of action means unable to function: Your bicycle will be out of action until the chain is replaced. The football player was out of action because of an injury.


to take action means to do something when it is very important: We had to take action during the emergency. The electrical workers took action to repair the power lines during the blackout. Useful synonyms can be found at ACT and DO.









	admit 1  verb


	To allow to enter; let in:


	They will admit everyone who has a ticket.
Lou hopes he will be admitted into the club.







	allow to enter


	To admit; let in:


	Only children older than twelve are allowed to enter.







	give access


	To admit to something:


	The security guards wouldn’t give us access to the star’s dressing room.







	let in


	To allow to enter; admit:


	I let in the cat when it scratched on the door. Please unlock the door and let me in.












	admit 2  verb


	To make known that something is true:


	She admitted that her dog ate the birthday cake.
I must admit that you have done an excellent job.







	acknowledge


	To admit the truth of something:


	The coach acknowledged her part in losing the game.







	concede


	To admit as true:


	After they showed us all the evidence, we had to concede that their story was true.







	confess


	To admit to something:


	I have to confess that I didn’t like that movie.
The suspect confessed to the crime.
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	adult  adjective


	Having grown to full size and strength:


	An adult whale can weigh over 100 tons.
An adult robin takes care of its young until they are grown.







	full-grown


	Grown to full size:


	A full-grown panda is huge compared to its newborn baby.







	grown-up


	Fully grown; like an adult:


	A grown-up colt is called a horse.







	mature


	Having reached full growth:


	Although it is small, a newly hatched rattlesnake is just as dangerous as a mature one.












	For more choices see the entries for MAN and WOMAN.







	adult  noun


	A person, plant, or animal that is fully grown:


	We need an adult to drive us to the mall.
No adults came to the theater for the cartoon festival.







	grown-up


	An adult:


	The grown-ups watched the children on the playground.












	For more choices see the entry for SHY.
Antonyms: See the entries for BRAVE and DARING.







	afraid  adjective


	Feeling fear, often for a long time:


	Jerry is afraid of the dark.
An elephant is supposed to be afraid of a mouse.
Are you afraid of lightning?







	fearful


	Filled with fear:


	Donna was fearful of the thunder.







	frightened


	Suddenly afraid:


	The frightened cat jumped when the loud music came on.







	scared


	Frightened or alarmed:


	She got scared when she heard a noise.







	terrified


	Extremely afraid; filled with terror:


	Roy was terrified when he watched the movie.
The terrified child woke up from his nightmare.












	For more choices see the entry for LET.
Antonyms: See the entries for FORBID and PREVENT.







	agree  verb


	To have the same opinion or feeling:


	My best friend and I agree on the video games we like.
We agreed to eat first and then go to the movie.
Dana and I agreed not to watch television.







	assent


	To express agreement:


	The class assented to sponsoring a raffle to earn money for a class trip.







	concur


	To have the same opinion:


	The judges concurred in awarding the trophy to our team.







	consent


	To give permission:


	My parents consented to let me stay overnight with a friend.
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	agreement  noun


	An understanding between people or groups:


	By the end of the meeting we had reached an agreement.
The agreement was written down and signed by all the participants.







	bargain


	An agreement to trade or exchange:


	We made a bargain to trade my old bike for his comic book collection.







	contract


	A written agreement:


	The basketball player signed a three-year contract.







	deal


	An arrangement:


	According to our deal, you will make the beds and I will do the dishes.







	pact


	An agreement between persons or countries:


	They had a pact not to reveal each other’s secrets.
Two nations signed a peace pact.







	treaty


	A formal agreement among nations:


	Many nations signed a treaty to limit pollution in the oceans.












	alert  adjective


	Watching carefully:


	The alert mouse was on the lookout for our cat.
A night watchman must stay alert for trouble.







	attentive


	Paying attention:


	The audience was attentive throughout the play.







	vigilant


	Alert or watchful for possible danger:


	The vigilant forest ranger looked for signs of fire.







	watchful


	Watching carefully:


	The watchful mother let her child play on the swings.












	alive  adjective


	Having life:


	You have to water plants if you want them to stay alive.
Nicole felt very alive when she was dancing.







	active


	Doing something; lively:


	Brian took an active interest in the drama club.
Susan played an active role in the debate team.







	animated


	Full of life:


	She was an animated speaker, smiling and waving her hands.







	living


	Having life:


	The aquarium was filled with living creatures from the sea.
Kyle found a book about famous living musicians.












	almost  adverb


	Very close to:


	After riding for an hour, we were almost there.
I almost made a goal, but the goalie was too quick.







	nearly


	All but; not quite:


	We nearly forgot your birthday.
It was nearly noon before we had breakfast.







	practically


	Nearly; just about:


	I’m practically finished with my homework.
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	For more choices see the entry for LONELY.







	alone  adjective


	Apart from anything or anybody else:


	An owl perched alone in an empty tree.
I had to go alone to get my hair cut.







	isolated


	Placed or set apart:


	The isolated beach was perfect for finding shells.
Brittany was isolated from her sisters when she had measles.







	lone


	Away from others:


	A lone star twinkled in the twilight.







	solo


	Made or done by one person or thing alone:


	A flute played a solo part during the concert.
A solo airplane flew overhead.












	For more choices see the entry for SURPRISE.







	amaze  verb


	To surprise greatly:


	I was amazed by the beautiful view from the mountain.
Her story amazed all of us.







	astonish


	To surprise very much:


	The news that we had won the contest astonished everyone.







	astound


	To surprise greatly:


	The discovery of a cure for yellow fever astounded the world.







	impress


	To have a strong effect on the mind or feelings:


	The size of the huge building impressed me.












	amount  noun


	The sum of two or more numbers or quantities:


	What is the amount of money you spent on books?
The amount of water that bottle will hold is one liter.







	number


	The total amount of things in a group:


	The number of students in this class is twenty-four.







	quantity


	A number or amount:


	We only had a small quantity of sugar left.







	sum


	The number that results from adding two or more numbers together.


	The sum of all the votes determines who will win the student body elections.












	For more choices see the entry for OLD.
Antonyms: See the entries for NEW and YOUNG.







	ancient  adjective


	Of great age; very old; of times long past:


	The ruins of an ancient city were discovered buried in the desert.







	antique


	Of old times:


	We saw antique automobiles at the museum.







	old-fashioned


	No longer in fashion:


	We laughed at the old-fashioned clothes my grandparents were wearing in the old photos.
The antique car club has a parade of old-fashioned cars every year.







	out-of-date


	No longer in style or use:


	The covered wagon is an out-of-date method of traveling.
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	For more choices see the entry for RAGE.







	anger  noun


	A strong feeling caused by a person or thing that opposes, displeases, or hurts one:


	She felt anger when a mean classmate insulted her best friend.







	irritation


	Anger or impatience:


	Playing loud music late at night can cause irritation for your neighbors.







	outrage


	Great anger:


	Alex felt outrage when he found out the contest was fixed.







	temper


	A tendency to become angry:


	Dave has quite a temper when someone insults him.












	angry  adjective


	Feeling or showing anger:


	I was angry when the power went out for the third time.
The angry fans booed the opposing team.







	enraged


	Filled with rage; angry beyond control:


	The enraged mother elephant drove the lions away from her baby.







	furious


	Extremely angry; fierce or violent:


	Jason was furious at me for losing his glove.
A furious wind rattled the windows.







	irate


	Very angry:


	The irate crowd booed when the referee made a bad call.







	mad


	Feeling or showing anger; crazy or reckless:


	Her insult made me mad.
Jumping down a whole flight of stairs was a mad thing to do.












	animal  noun


	A living thing that takes in food and moves about:


	Butterflies, birds, zebras, lions, and humans are all animals.







	beast


	An animal that has four feet:


	The zoo displays tigers, monkeys, and other beasts of the jungle in their natural habitat.







	creature


	A living animal:


	Deer and bears are creatures of the forest.
A shark is a creature of the sea.







	organism


	A living thing:


	Bacteria and amoebas are organisms you can only see with a microscope.












	answer 1  noun


	Something said or written in reply:


	She was waiting for an answer to her e-mail.







	reply


	Something said, written, or done in answer:


	I received a reply to the letter I wrote to my favorite movie star.
How many replies have we received to the party invitations?







	response


	Something said or done in answer:


	The student gave an unexpected response to the teacher’s question.







	retort


	A sharp or witty reply:


	Jason’s quick retort made everyone laugh.
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	answer 2 noun


	The correct solution to a problem:


	There is only one right answer when you multiply 3 times 12.







	result


	Something that happens because of something else:


	The results of your test will be in tomorrow.
The accident was a result of carelessness.







	solution


	The answer to a problem:


	It took us hours to find the solution to the puzzle.












	answer  verb


	To speak or write as a reply:


	I answered the teachers questions when he called on me.







	reply


	To answer in speech, writing, or action:


	I will reply to her later.
Everyone has replied to our invitations.







	respond


	To give an answer:


	The bus driver responded to my question.







	retort


	To reply quickly or sharply:


	“Not in my house!” she retorted angrily.












	appreciate  verb


	To understand the value of something:


	I appreciated the gifts that my parents gave me for my birthday.







	cherish


	To love and treat tenderly:


	Jenny always cherished her little dog.







	prize


	To think very highly of:


	Jose prized his new bicycle.







	treasure


	To think of as being of great value:


	I treasure our friendship.







	value


	To think highly of:


	Danny valued his father’s advice.












	appropriate adjective


	Suitable for the occasion:


	He wore the appropriate clothes for going swimming.







	correct


	Agreeing with the approved way; proper:


	It is correct to thank the hostess for inviting you to her party.
The correct line for buying tickets is over there.







	fit


	Right or suitable for:


	This spoiled food is not fit to eat.
It seemed fitting that the citizenship award should be given to Julie after all the volunteer work she had done.







	proper


	Suitable for a certain occasion:


	You must wear proper clothing to attend the opera.
A mechanic needs proper tools to fix a car.












	For more choices see the entries for CONTRADICT, DISAGREE, and DISCUSS.







	argue  verb


	To express a difference of opinion:


	They argued about what to eat for dinner.
We almost never argue because we like the same things.







	bicker


	To quarrel noisily about something unimportant:


	The sisters bickered about who would wear the new sweater.







	quarrel


	To have a disagreement:


	The children quarreled over who should go first.
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	For more choices see the entry for QUARREL.







	argument  noun


	A discussion between people who do not agree:


	We had an argument about which team was going to win.
The speaker’s arguments sounded illogical to me.
I felt miserable after a silly argument with my best friend.







	controversy


	A disagreement:


	The new rules caused much controversy.







	debate


	A discussion between persons or groups who disagree:


	The debate about how to deal with pollution has gone on for years.







	disagreement


	A difference of opinion:


	There is no disagreement about the need for clean air and water.












	For more choices see the entry for PUT.
Antonyms: See the entries for JUMBLE and MIX.







	arrange  verb


	To put in order or position:


	Please arrange the chairs in a circle for the next lesson.
They arranged the books by size.







	classify


	To arrange in groups:


	Most libraries classify fiction by the author’s name.







	organize


	To put together in an orderly way:


	I organized my desk so everything is within easy reach.







	set


	To place; to put in a useful order:


	Please set the packages on the back seat of the car.
Kelsey set the table.







	sort


	To separate according to kind or type:


	We sort our socks by color after they are washed.












	art  noun


	An activity by which one creates a work that is beautiful or has special meaning:


	She learned the art of weaving over the summer.







	craft


	A trade or art requiring special skill:


	It takes time to learn the craft of carpentry.







	skill


	The ability to do something well:


	Study and practice are needed to develop a skill.







	technique


	A way of bringing about a desired result in art, science, or sport:


	The concert pianist practiced her technique every day.
The coach helped Anna develop her riding technique.
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WORD BANK


ARTIST means a person who is skilled in painting, music, literature, or other form of art: An artist showed us how she paints when we visited the museum. There is no exact synonym for artist, but you may want to consider using one of the following terms:






	actor or actress


	creator


	musician


	sculptor







	artisan


	dancer


	painter


	singer







	author


	designer


	playwright


	virtuoso







	composer


	illustrator


	poet


	writer














	ask  verb


	To question about something:


	Jeremy asked for directions to the video store.
The children asked many questions, and the teacher answered them all.







	inquire


	To ask for information:


	We inquired about the schedule of events at the fair.







	interrogate


	To question harshly and in great detail:


	The detectives interrogated the suspect.







	question


	To ask questions about:


	The teacher questioned the students about their project.







	request


	To ask for:


	We requested mustard for our hot dogs.












	Antonyms: See the entry for RESTRICT.







	assist  verb


	To do something useful or helpful:


	The students were asked to assist in collecting cans for recycling.







	aid


	To give help or support:


	The volunteers aided the flood victims.







	help


	To give or do something useful or needed:


	We helped the outfielder find the lost ball.












	For more choices see the entry for PIECE.







	atom  noun


	The smallest particle of a chemical element:


	You can’t see an atom because it is so small.
All matter is made up of atoms.







	bit


	A small piece or part:


	A bit of mud stuck to my shoe.
The vase fell and broke to bits.







	grain


	A tiny, hard piece of something:


	My mother used a handkerchief to get a grain of sand out of my eye.







	particle


	A very small bit of something:


	You can sometimes see particles of dust floating in the air.







	speck


	A very small bit, spot, or mark:


	There was a speck of ink on his shirt.
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	For more choices see the entries for ARGUE and FIGHT.
Antonyms: See the entry for DEFEND.







	attack  verb


	To fight against or use violence on something or someone:


	The soldiers will attack the enemy at dawn.
The firefighters attacked the blaze and put it out.







	ambush


	To make a surprise attack:


	Our cat ambushed our dog when it came into the bedroom.







	assault


	To attack suddenly:


	The soldiers assaulted the fort.







	charge


	To rush at:


	The buffalo put its horns down and charged at the lion.







	invade


	To attack in order to conquer:


	The enemy invaded but had to retreat.
Ants invaded our kitchen.












	For more choices see the entry for ESCAPE.







	avoid  verb


	To keep away from:


	We took a shortcut and avoided the traffic.







	dodge


	To keep away by stepping aside quickly:


	Samantha dodged a snowball that was thrown at her.







	evade


	To escape from:


	Our cat evaded capture until two of us cornered it.







	sidestep


	To avoid by stepping out of the way:


	I sidestepped to avoid bumping into a pole.












	awful  adjective


	Causing fear, dread, or awe:


	The squealing brakes made an awful noise.
The sound of the badly tuned violin was awful.







	dreadful


	Very frightening:


	We heard a dreadful scream.







	frightening


	Causing alarm and fear:


	The darkness was frightening.







	horrible


	Causing great fear or shock:


	The eerie sound of the wind was horrible.







	scary


	Causing fear:


	The scary movie made the audience scream.







	terrible


	Causing fear or terror:


	Our dog hid in a closet during the terrible thunderstorm.
The child made a terrible face when he tasted the sour lemonade.
Luckily no one was hurt in the terrible accident on the highway.












	Antonyms: See the entry for GRACEFUL.







	awkward adjective


	Lacking grace or poise:


	A giraffe looks awkward, but it can run very fast.







	clumsy


	Not graceful:


	Sometimes I’m so clumsy, I break things by mistake.
The clumsy puppy stumbled over its own ears.







	uncoordinated


	Not working together smoothly:


	Swans are graceful on water but uncoordinated on land.







	ungainly


	Clumsy:


	His long arms and legs made him look ungainly.
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	For more choices see the entry for END.
Antonyms: See the entry for FRONT.







	back  noun


	The part of anything opposite of the front:


	Put your name on the back of the application.
The kitchen is at the back of the house.







	rear


	The part behind or in back:


	I sat at the rear of the class.










WORDS from Words


BACK is often combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. For example:


back and forth means first in one direction and then the other: The windshield wipers moved back and forth. The band marched back and forth across the football field. Useful synonyms are from side to side and sideways.


behind one’s back means without someone’s knowledge or approval: We planned the party behind your back. I hope you are not spreading rumors behind my back. A useful synonym is secretly.


in back of means at the rear of: I sit in back of Heidi in math class. Useful synonyms are at the rear of and behind.


to back down means to give up a claim on something: She said she wouldn’t go to the library but backed down when we asked her nicely. Useful synonyms are take back and withdraw.


to back out or back out of means not to keep a promise or agreement: Don’t back out of your promise to visit. Useful synonyms are abandon and quit.


to back up means to give support to: He backed up his statements with facts. Useful synonyms are strengthen and support. To back up can also mean to save computer files: I backed up my work on a floppy disk. Useful synonyms are file, save, and store.









	For more choices see the entry for CHEAP2.
Antonyms: See the entry for GOOD.







	bad 1  adjective


	Having little quality or worth; undesirable:


	The movie was so bad that my friends and I walked out.
We have bad television reception where we live.







	defective


	Having a flaw; not perfect:


	The defective paint on my bike rusted.







	inadequate


	Not enough; not good enough:


	There is an inadequate food supply for this many people.







	inferior


	Poor quality; below average:


	This restaurant serves inferior food.
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	Antonyms: See the entry for GOOD.







	bad 2  adjective


	Not good or moral:


	He had bad thoughts about getting even.
Committing a crime is a bad thing to do.







	evil


	Wicked or harmful:


	The evil plan to take over the world was foiled by the quick action of the heroes.







	wicked


	Mean and very bad:


	The villain in the story was a wicked giant.







	wrong


	Not moral or good:


	It is wrong to steal.












	For more choices see the entry for UNFAVORABLE.







	bad 3  adjective


	Having a harmful effect:


	Reading in bad light is not good for your eyes.
A bad snowstorm caused a blackout.







	damaging


	Making something less valuable or useful:


	The damaging flood left people without homes.







	harmful


	Causing injury:


	We must try to avoid the harmful effects of pollution.







	hurtful


	Causing harm or damage:


	She told hurtful lies about her sister.












	For more choices see the entry for NAUGHTY.
Antonyms: See the entries for GOOD and NICE.







	bad 4  adjective


	Behaving badly:


	The bad dog was sent to obedience school.
You can expect to be punished if you are bad.







	disobedient


	Refusing to obey:


	The disobedient child refused to behave in the restaurant.







	impudent


	Shamelessly bold and rude:


	The impudent boy made faces at strangers and talked back when asked to stop.







	rowdy


	Disorderly; quarrelsome:


	The crowd became rowdy when the coach bulled the star player out of the game.







	unruly


	Hard to control:


	The class was unruly when the teacher left the classroom.












	For more choices see the entry for EMPTY.
Antonyms: See the entry for PRODUCTIVE.







	barren  adjective


	Not able to produce anything:


	No plants could grow on the barren soil.
The barren trees bent in the winter wind.







	desolate


	Without people; deserted:


	We enjoyed walking on a desolate stretch of beach.







	infertile


	Not useful for farming:


	This infertile desert was covered with flowers after an unusual thunderstorm.
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	basic  adjective


	Forming the basis or most important part:


	Addition and subtraction are basic parts of math.
Sharing is a basic rule of friendship.







	elementary


	Dealing with the simple parts or beginning of something:


	Leslie thought the lesson was too elementary for her because it was so easy.







	fundamental


	Serving as a basis:


	Knowing the alphabet is fundamental to learning how to read.







	introductory


	Serving as an introduction; preliminary:


	The speaker began her talk with a few introductory remarks about her childhood.







	preliminary


	Coming before the main part:


	After a few preliminary announcements, the principal introduced the main speaker.







	primary


	First in order of time:


	Our project is still in its primary stage of development.












	For more choices see the entry for TAKE2.







	bear  verb


	To put up with patiently:


	I cannot bear being last all the time.
He bore the responsibility for the whole project by himself.







	endure


	To put up with:


	The first colonists had to endure many hardships.







	stand


	To put up with; be patient about:


	How do you stand all this mess?
I can’t stand that song.







	tolerate


	To put up with:


	I can’t tolerate people who talk during a movie.








Word Alert


TO BEAR WITH means to be patient toward someone or something: Please bear with me for a few moments while I get organized. Useful synonyms are put up with and tolerate.






	For more choices see the entries for HANDSOME, MAGNIFICENT, and PRETTY.
Antonyms: See the entry for UGLY.







	beautiful adjective


	Pleasing to look at, hear, or think about; full of beauty:


	The ballet was beautiful.
Where is that beautiful music coming from?
What a beautiful sunset!







	exquisite


	Of great beauty and perfection:


	The view over the lake was exquisite.
He gave her an exquisite diamond ring.







	gorgeous


	Extremely beautiful or richly colored:


	The roses look gorgeous this year.







	lovely


	Beautiful in a soothing or peaceful way:


	This garden is lovely in the afternoon sunlight.
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	For more choices see the entry for START.
Antonyms: See the entry for END.







	begin  verb


	To do the first part of something:


	It is time to begin your homework.
The show began at eight o’clock.







	initiate


	To be the first to do:


	The music teacher initiated a series of free concerts.







	originate


	To bring into being:


	Paige originated the idea for the presentation.







	set off


	To start to go or begin:


	We set off on our trip early in the morning.












	Antonyms: See the entry for END.







	beginning  noun


	The point at which something begins:


	The beginning of this path is over that hill.
At the beginning of the story, Goldilocks got lost.







	commencement


	A beginning; start:


	January 1 marks the commencement of the new year.







	opening


	The first time something is performed or open for business:


	We saw many celebrities at the opening of the new movie.







	origin


	The cause or source of something:


	Scientists are trying to explain the origin of the moon.
The origin of their quarrel had been forgotten.







	source


	A person, place, or thing from which something comes or begins:


	The source of the river is high in the mountains.
This book is the source of that idea.







	start


	Beginning to act, move, or happen:


	We got an early start.
The runners were bunched up at the start of the race.












	behavior  noun


	A way of acting or doing things:


	Her cheery behavior showed she was in a good mood.
Our teacher complimented us on our good behavior.







	conduct


	The way someone behaves:


	I was annoyed by his childish conduct.







	manner


	A way of acting or behaving:


	My friend has an easygoing manner.
The librarian greeted us in a friendly manner.












	For more choices see the entries for IDEA and STAND.







	belief  noun


	The certainty that something is true, real, or worthwhile:


	My grandfather has a strong belief in exercise.
Equality under the law is one of the important beliefs that form the basis of democracy.







	conviction


	A firm belief:


	It is my conviction that everyone should vote.







	judgment


	An opinion or estimate:


	In your teacher’s judgment, your drawings are very good.







	opinion


	A belief based on what someone thinks or guesses is true:


	When Jeffrey heard all the facts, he had to change his opinion.
What is your opinion of that book?







	view


	A way of thinking about something:


	What is your view on the candidates for class president?












bend [image: Image] big







	For more choices see the entry for TURN.







	bend  verb


	To make or become curved or crooked:


	The gym teacher made us bend over and touch our toes.
We bent wire to make sculptures.







	curve


	To move in a curved line:


	The river curves after it goes under the bridge.
The road curved around the park.







	twist


	To turn around something:


	The string in my yo-yo twisted into a knot.







	wind


	To wrap something around:


	If you will wind the hose, I’ll put the garden tools away.
The vine wound around the porch.












	between  preposition


	In the space or time separating or joining two things:


	There is a good highway between here and the next city.
We can have a snack between classes.







	amid


	In the middle of:


	The cabin was located amid tall trees.







	among


	In the middle of; surrounded by:


	Our school is among the best in the state.
I stood among the rocks and looked at the view.







	in between


	In the middle:


	A cat crawled in between the fence and our house.








Word Alert


BETWEEN is usually used when you are writing or talking about just two people or things: I sit between Peter and Bruce in music class. Amid and among are only used when you are writing or talking about more than two people or things: The small house looked out of place amid the tall buildings. I found this sweater among the ones in my drawer.






	For more choices see the entries for GIANT and LARGE.
Antonyms: See the entries for LITTLE, SMALL, and TINY.







	big  adjective


	Great size or amount:


	There are big buildings in the city.
The farmer has a big herd of cows.







	enormous


	Much greater than the usual size:


	We saw an enormous mushroom on the front lawn.







	gigantic


	Huge and powerful:


	Engineers built a gigantic dam across the river.







	huge


	Extremely big:


	That is a huge tree, but not as huge as a skyscraper.







	immense


	Of great size; very large:


	The blue whale is an immense animal that can grow more than 100 feet long.
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	For more choices see the entries for DISAPPROVE and OBJECT.







	blame  verb


	To find fault with:


	The boy blamed the dog for eating his lunch.
The boat captain blamed the storm for the accident.







	accuse


	To say a person has done something wrong:


	The truck driver was accused of speeding.







	criticize


	To find fault:


	Don’t criticize our decision until you know all the facts.







	fault


	To hold responsible:


	I fault the owner for the bite because he didn’t keep his dog on a leash.












	boast  verb


	To talk too much or with too much pride about oneself:


	He boasted about how good he was at chess until she beat him.
After hearing him boast so often, people just didn’t listen anymore.







	brag


	To speak with too much praise about what one does or owns:


	They bragged about their school team.







	exaggerate


	To make something seem more important than it is:


	Fishermen often exaggerate the size of the fish that got away.







	gloat


	To think about something with great satisfaction:


	It makes me mad to see the other team gloat over beating us.












	For more choices see the entry for SHIP.







	boat  noun


	A small vessel used for traveling on water:


	We rowed the boat out to where the fish were biting.
Miranda started the motor and steered the boat back to shore.







	craft


	A boat:


	The harbor was filled with sailing craft.










WORD BANK


Sometimes you can make things clearer and more interesting for your reader by naming the particular BOAT you mean. Some boats are:






	cabin cruiser


	gondola


	mailboat


	sailboat







	canal boat


	gunboat


	outboard


	sampan







	canoe


	houseboat


	outrigger


	skiff







	dinghy


	hydrofoil


	patrol boat


	speedboat







	diving boat


	junk


	PT boat


	steamboat







	dugout


	kayak


	punt


	umiak







	fishing boat


	lifeboat


	raft


	whaleboat







	flatboat


	longboat


	rowboat


	yacht
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	body  noun


	The whole physical structure that makes up a person, an animal, or a plant:


	His body has become very slim since he started jogging every day.







	build


	Body shape:


	The stranger had a heavy build.







	figure


	The shape of a person:


	I couldn’t make out the figure in the shadows.







	silhouette


	A dark outline:


	I was barely able to make out the silhouette of the woman in the dim light.












	boss  noun


	A person who watches over and plans work for others:


	The boss gave everyone a bonus for working so hard.
He had to check with his boss before he could make the sale.







	employer


	A person or business that pays workers:


	My employer wants to hire more workers.







	head


	The person above others in rank:


	The head of this organization is the president.







	manager


	A person who directs or controls something:


	The manager of a baseball team sets up the batting order.







	supervisor


	A person who watches over or directs:


	The supervisor on this project reports to the head of the company.












	For more choices see the entry for TEASE.







	bother  verb


	To give trouble to:


	Those mosquitoes bothered me all night.
Don’t bother to cook: I’ll pick up something for dinner.







	annoy


	To make somewhat angry:


	The child’s repeated questions began to annoy me.







	disturb


	To make uneasy or nervous:


	The loud noise disturbed my cat.







	irritate


	To make angry or impatient:


	Don’t let little things irritate you.












	For more choices see the entry for PACK.







	box  noun


	A stiff container made of cardboard, wood, or other material.


	We packed everything in boxes when we moved.
I kept my old photos in a box in the closet.







	carton


	A container made of cardboard, paper, pla stic, or other material:


	We bought a carton of eggs at the market.







	case


	A container to hold or protect something:


	I took a CD out of its plastic case.







	container


	A box, can, or jar that holds something:


	Nat took a container of juice for his lunch.







	crate


	A box made of slats of wood:


	My new bicycle came in a large crate.
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	For more choices see the entry for DARING.
Antonyms: See the entries for AFRAID and SHY.







	brave  adjective


	Being able to face danger or pain without being overcome by fear:


	The brave firefighter raced into the burning house to rescue a child.







	bold


	Showing courage:


	The bold explorer marched through the dark forest.







	courageous


	Having courage:


	A courageous woman jumped into the icy water to save the young girl.







	heroic


	Very brave:


	The heroic lifeguard pulled a swimmer out of the surf.












	For more choices see the entry for PAUSE.







	break  noun


	A short rest period:


	We took a break before we continued the test. After our break we worked for several hours.







	interlude


	Something filling time between two things:


	We enjoyed an interlude of sunshine during the rain.







	intermission


	A time of rest or stopping between periods of activity:


	There was a short intermission between each act of the play.







	lull


	A short period of calm or quiet:


	There was a lull in the proceedings while the broken microphone was replaced.










WORDS from Words


BREAK is often combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. These expressions also have synonyms. For example:


to break down means to stop working: Our car broke down. The elevator always seems to break down on the weekend. Useful synonyms are fail and cease to work.


to break off means to stop suddenly: The speaker broke off to take a drink of water. Useful synonyms are end, pause, and stop.


to break out means to start suddenly: A fire broke out in the basement. Useful synonyms are begin and happen suddenly. Break out also means to escape or emerge: Our dog broke out of the yard and chased the neighbor’s cat. Useful synonyms are escape, flee, and run away. Break out can also mean to become covered with a rash or pimples: Poison ivy made my skin break out in a rash. A useful synonym is erupt.


to break up means to separate or scatter: The ice on the pond breaks up in spring. We use a shovel to break up the soil in our garden. Useful synonyms are disperse, separate, and scatter. Break up also means to come to or bring to an end: The meeting broke up very late. Useful synonyms are conclude, finish, and end. Break up can also mean to laugh: The comedian made the audience break up. Your story broke me up. Useful synonyms are laugh and roar.
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	For more choices see the entry for DESTROY.
Antonyms: See the entries for BUILD and MAKE1.







	break  verb


	To come apart or make something come apart by force:


	He is so clumsy he seems to break everything he touches.
The glass fell to the floor and broke.







	crack


	To make a small break in something:


	The case on my CD player cracked but didn’t break.
I cracked two eggs to make an omelet.







	shatter


	To break into pieces:


	The window pane shattered when the ball hit it.







	smash


	To break violently:


	I dropped a plate by accident and smashed it.












	Antonyms: See the entry for DARK.







	bright  adjective


	Filled with light; shining:


	The sun was so bright I had to wear sunglasses.







	brilliant


	Shining or sparkling:


	The dark sky was filled with brilliant stars.







	gleaming


	Shining or glowing:


	The gleaming lights of the city lit up the night sky.







	glowing


	Shining with a warm light:


	A glowing fire burned in the fireplace.







	shiny


	Reflecting brightly:


	I could see shiny coins in the fountain.












	For more choices see the entries for CARRY and MOVE.







	bring  verb


	To cause something or someone to come with you:


	I want to bring marshmallows to the picnic.
Put what you brought on the table.







	deliver


	To take to the proper place or person:


	A mail carrier delivers mail to our home.







	transfer


	To move from one person or place to another:


	All the books have been transferred to the new library.







	transport


	To take from one place to another:


	Bread is transported from the bakery to the market by truck.










WORDS from Words


BRING is often combined with other words to form expressions that have special meanings. These expressions also have synonyms. For example:


to bring about and to bring on mean to lead to: The flood was brought about by heavy rains. Reading in poor light can bring on a headache. Useful synonyms are cause and produce.


to bring out means to make clear: That shirt brings out the color of your eyes. Useful synonyms are reveal and show. Bring out also means to offer to the public: The studio is bringing out a new movie this summer. Useful synonyms are offer, present, and show.


to bring up means to take care of during childhood: My grandparents brought up three boys and two girls. Useful synonyms are raise and rear. Bring up also means to offer as a subject for discussion: Nick brought up his plan at the meeting. Please don’t bring up that old joke again. Useful synonyms are mention, offer, and suggest.
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	For more choices see the entry for MAKE1.







	build  verb


	To make by putting parts or materials together:


	We are going to build a sand castle when we get to the beach.
They built the new library next to our school.







	assemble


	To put or fit together:


	We assembled my model airplane from a kit.







	construct


	To make by putting parts together:


	Constructing a tall building can take months.
That house was constructed over 100 years ago.







	erect


	To build:


	We erected a tent in our backyard.












	burn  verb


	To set or be on fire:


	We burn a fire at night to keep warm.
The candle burned for hours.







	blaze


	To burn brightly:


	The campfire blazed while we told scary stories.







	ignite


	To set on fire:


	My father ignited the gas heater with a match.







	scorch


	To burn slightly on the surface:


	The iron scorched my shirt.







	singe


	To burn a little:


	A spark singed the rug in front of the fireplace.












	business 1 noun


	The work a person does to earn a living:


	Joel’s father is in the real estate business.







	industry


	A branch of business, trade, or manufacturing:


	Melissa’s uncle used to work in the entertainment industry.







	occupation


	The work a person does to earn a living:


	Her mother’s occupation is selling insurance.







	profession


	An occupation requiring special education and training:


	Someday I want to join the medical profession.












	business 2 noun


	An activity or organization that buys and sells goods and services to earn money:


	Some friends of my mother want her to go into business with them.
We will need an office for our business.







	company


	A business firm or organization:


	The company across town develops software.







	firm


	A company in which two or more people go into business together:


	There are more than twenty lawyers in this law firm.







	store


	A place where goods are sold:


	Tomorrow we have to go to the shoe store and the grocery store.
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	Antonyms: See the entry for LAZY.







	busy  adjective


	Doing something; having plenty to do:


	Janice is a busy person.
You seem to be busy all the time.







	employed


	In use; busy:


	After the blizzard all the snow plows were fully employed cleaning the streets.







	engaged


	Taking part; involved:


	The class was so engaged in a discussion they didn’t hear the bell.







	occupied


	Keeping busy:


	The children were occupied playing a game.








Word Alert


BUSY also means in use: Her phone was busy. Synonyms for this meaning of busy are in use and occupied.






	but  conjunction


	On the other hand; in contrast:


	My brother is a fast runner, but I am faster.
Most of the time I like movies, but this one was awful.







	although


	In spite of the fact that:


	I ordered caramel ice cream although I usually have chocolate.







	however


	In spite of that:


	We thought we had everything ready for our trip; however we forgot to pick up our tickets.







	yet


	However; but:


	I thought I knew my way, yet I soon became lost.
We read the manual, yet we couldn’t get the computer to work.












	but  preposition


	Other than:


	Everyone but those who have not turned in their work can go out for recess.
I finished the test but didn’t have time to check my answers.







	except


	Not including:


	The mail is delivered every day except Sunday.
I ate everything except the carrots.
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	For more choices see the entries for HOUSE and HUT.







	cabin  noun


	A small, simple house often built of rough boards or logs:


	I love my cabin in the woods, but it doesn’t have electricity.
At summer camp everyone slept in cabins.







	bungalow


	A small house:


	One summer we stayed in a bungalow near the beach.







	cottage


	A small house:


	The old lady lived in a quaint cottage surrounded by trees.







	lodge


	A small house, cottage, or cabin:


	Before we hiked into the woods, we spent the night in a mountain lodge.












	For more choices see the entries for TALK and YELL.







	call  verb


	To speak or say in a loud voice:


	Alexander searched the neighborhood, calling for his lost puppy.
She called to her friend across the street.







	cry


	To call loudly:


	We heard a frantic cry for help.







	exclaim


	To speak or shout suddenly:


	“Great to see you!” my friend exclaimed when she returned after a month away.







	hail


	To greet by calling or shouting:


	My friends hailed me from down the block.
We tried to hail a cab in the downpour.
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	For more choices see the entry for QUIET.
Antonyms: See the entries for NERVOUS and UPSET.







	calm  adjective


	Not excited or nervous; peaceful:


	Jennifer was very calm before her speech because she felt well prepared.
It was a calm day after the wind died down.
Everyone remained calm during the fire drill.







	collected


	Not confused or disturbed:


	Jill remained cool and collected throughout the emergency.







	composed


	Not excited; quiet:


	Although Brian was nervous about performing, he looked very composed.







	cool


	Not excited:


	Walter’s cool behavior during the crisis helped keep everyone calm.







	relaxed


	Less tense:


	The relaxed atmosphere of the playground was welcome after the difficult test.







	serene


	Calm and peaceful:


	The sound of the ocean gave her a serene feeling.
The park was serene after the thunderstorm.












	Antonyms: See the entry for CARELESS.







	careful  adjective


	Paying close attention, trying to avoid mistakes:


	The teacher warned us to be careful and to check our work on the math test.
A careful driver obeys the traffic laws.







	cautious


	Watching closely:


	The cautious puppy peered down the dark stairway.
You should be cautious when crossing the street.







	exact


	Without mistakes:


	Laura needed exact measurements to make the costumes.







	wary


	Watching carefully, alert:


	The wary rabbit scampered nervously across the open field.
You should be wary when you are out at night.












	For more choices see the entry for RECKLESS.
Antonyms: See the entry for CAREFUL.







	careless  adjective


	Not paying close attention:


	I made careless mistakes on the math test.
He was so careless he lost his new jacket.







	mindless


	Without thought or care:


	His mindless chatter interrupted my train of thought.







	negligent


	Not showing proper care:


	The negligent waiter forgot to bring our drinks.







	thoughtless


	Doing things without thinking:


	Thoughtless people leave litter in the park.
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	For more choices see the entries for BRING and MOVE.







	carry  verb


	To hold something while moving it:
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