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DEDICATION


This book is respectfully dedicated to the Koshare Indian Dancers, Boy Scouts of Troop 230, La Junta, Colorado.


Their enthusiasm and interest in their craft-work gave the authors the idea that a book such as this would be helpful to all those who wanted to learn and practice the beadwork arts of the American Indian.





FOREWORD


“I want to make an Indian beaded belt!” a young boy demanded of his handicraft instructor in camp. Such demands are made every day in thousands of camps and craft-shops. To fulfill the many requests for craft instruction, especially on how to make a beaded belt and other beaded costumes of the American Indian, this book has been written.


The romance and beauty of the costumes of the American Indian have so endeared them to children and adults alike all over the world, that it is natural for every child to want to make something Indian. Often attempts are very feeble, for the uninitiated cannot grasp the method artistry of design, and his work usually ends up in a miserable failure, both in construction and design. A beginner often makes a few diamonds and triangles, and finishes by putting his initials on a few of the other symmetrical designs. If he does finish these first pieces in this manner, he is sure to realize very soon that it is not Indian.


This book has been published not as an exhaustive study of design and methods, but as a handicraft guide for those seeking the fundamentals of construction and ideas of design. Experienced students of Indian lore often create creditable designs, but not until they have made a complete study of it, for our Anglo minds seldom function like that of the Indian.


It is hoped that this book will be accepted as favorably as Ben Hunt’s other books on allied Indian crafts.
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SECTION 1



SHORT HISTORY OF BEADWORK OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN


Beads of various types have been used for ornamentation by man since the beginning of time. These have taken many forms, such as seeds, shells, claws, bones, and stones.


The beads used by the American Indian at the time of Columbus’ discovery were no different than those of other primitive people. Belts, woven of wampum or shell, were common among many tribes who had access to shells. With the discovery of America and the coming of settlers, traders soon found their stocks of glass beads readily accepted as trade for furs. The fur traders prospered, and soon trading expeditions went deeper and deeper into the woods and plains country. Before the advent of the European seed bead, most plains and woodland Indians used porcupine quills dyed in various colors for decoration of their better clothes. With the coming of beads they replaced the quills or combined the beads with the quillwork. The geometrical designs to which quills lent themselves were the most generally followed. With the coming of the missionaries with their floral embroidered vestments, the Lake Indians and, more recently, others applied their beads to such flowered designs.
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