

















Welcome to Barron’s AP U.S. History Flashcards, Fourth Edition! This deck is completely 



updated for the latest curriculum and exam and covers the major topics from pre-


Columbian America to present day.


The latest AP framework encourages deep engagement with historical concepts. In


response, this flashcard set focuses on developing historical thinking skills. Organize


cards by date or period using the numbers on the front of the cards (1–500) to learn


about or refresh yourself on curriculum topics. Then, explore the theme and historical


context on each card to see how topics relate to one another and to the major


concepts in U.S. history.


Good luck!


Introduction
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Themes and Their Symbols


American and National


Identity (NAT)


Social Structures


(SOC)


Geography and the


Environment (GEO)


Migration and


Settlement (MIG)


Politics and Power


(PCE)


America in the World


(WOR)


American and Regional


Culture (ARC)


Work, Exchange, and


Technology (WXT)




Politics and Power


America in the


World


Social Structures


(SOC),


American and


National Identity


Work, Exchange,


and Technology


Geography &


the environment


Migration &


Settlement


AP US History


American and


Regional Culture


(ARC),
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The AP U.S. History curriculum is organized by nine major periods. These flashcards


are categorized in the same way, and each card indicates to which period that card


corresponds. The nine periods are as follows:


Period 1: 1491–1607 Convergence of the Peoples


Period 2: 1607–1754 Empires and Opposition


Period 3: 1754–1800 Rebellion, Revolution, and Nation


Period 4: 1800–1848 Democracy and Expansion


Period 5: 1844–1877 Slavery, Civil War, and Change


Period 6: 1865–1898 Industrialization


Period 7: 1890–1945 Economic Crisis, Reform, and World War


Period 8: 1945–1980 Society, Liberalization, and Cold War


Period 9: 1980–Present Modern American History
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Note: Cards are alphabetized by title and person’s first name.
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Dust Bowl 354


Dutch Colonization in the


New World 17


Dutch West India


Company 32


Dwight D. Eisenhower 406


Early American Literature


and Art 106


Economic Measures


Against Japan 373


Effects of the Collapse of
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Hitler and Germany’s


Actions Leading to


WWII 371
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Homestead Strike 286
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Doctrine 352


Horace Mann 166
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Huey Long “The Kingfish”
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The Hundred Days 356
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Nationality Act of 1965


(Hart-Celler Act) 447
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Colonial Policy 64


Indentured Servitude 23


Indian Reorganization


Act and the Bureau of


Indian Affairs 363
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Installation of the Shah of


Iran 408
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Act 275


Interstate Highway Act
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J.P. Morgan 259
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James Buchanan 214
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Jimmy Carter 475
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John Brown 218
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John D. Rockefeller 257


John F. Kennedy 429
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Joseph McCarthy 402
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Judiciary Act of 1789 95
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Act 212


Kellogg-Briand
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Resolutions 110


King Cotton in the Early


1800s 129


Knights of Labor 245


Know-Nothings 206


Korean War 401
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Ku Klux Klan in the Early


1900s 337


Labor Acts, 1915–


1916 315


Land Ordinance of 1785;


Northwest Ordinance of


1787 86


Las Gorras Blancas 



and Las Manos 



Negras 288



Lecompton


Constitution 216


Lend-Lease Act 372


Lincoln-Douglas


Debates 217


Lincoln’s “10 Percent


Plan” 230


Little Rock Crisis 420


Louisiana Purchase 114


Lowell System 131


Luisa Moreno 403


Lusitania and 



Neutrality 314


Lyndon Johnson 437


Major Strikes After


WWI 325


Malcolm X 449


Manhattan Project, Enola 



Gay, and Hiroshima/
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Manifest Destiny 189
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Manufacturing in the


Early 1800s 184


Marbury v. Madison 113
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The Marshall Court 112


Marshall Plan 397
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World 16
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Mexican War 194
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Mikhail Gorbachev 480


Millard Fillmore 205


Missouri Compromise 139


Monopolies and Business


Consolidation 260


Monroe Doctrine 141


Moon Landing 457


Mormonism 154
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Muller v. Oregon 302
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NAFTA 491


Nat Turner 156
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(NAACP) 422
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Recovery Act 360
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“New Immigration” 277
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New Spain 7


New World Fur Trade 18
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Organization


(NATO) 400
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OPEC Oil Crisis 471


Open Door Policy 295
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Pre-Columbian Peoples


of the American
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Pre-Columbian Peoples


of the Great Basin and
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War 296


Spoils System 150


Sputnik 424
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Women’s Liberation


Movement 440
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Pre-Columbian Peoples



oftheAmerican



Southwest
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 DATE: Era Before 1492 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 The Ancestral Pueblo people lived in areas of the current Southwestern 



United States.


 The Spanish called them the Pueblo people because many lived in small towns 



(pueblos); they are also known as the Anasazi people.



 They developed complex, technologically advanced societies and architecture.



 They became increasingly dependent on the cultivation of maize.



 Climatic change and regional conflicts led them to abandon the civilizations they 



had developed over hundreds of years and join other Southwest groups.


Historical Context: The pre-Columbian peoples of the American Southwest were 



agriculturally focused groups that developed powerful and complex societies.
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Pre-Columbian Peoples


oftheGreatBasin


andGreat Plains


Barrons_AP-USHistory FlashCards.indd 18 04/03/22 3:52 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]



 DATE: Era Before 1492 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 The Great Basin is a 400,000-square-mile area between the Rocky and 



Sierra Mountains.


 Peoples of the Great Basin include the Shoshone, Piute, and Ute. 



 The Great Plains is a large area between the Mississippi River and the 



Rocky Mountains.


 Peoples of the Great Plains include the Sioux, Blackfoot, Arapaho, Cheyenne, 



Osage, Wichita, and Omaha.


Historical Context: The pre-Columbian peoples in the Great Basin and Great Plains 



were migratory because of limited resources.
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 DATE: Era Before 1492 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 Hundreds of tribes along the St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes made up the 



Algonquian people.


 Another group of tribes in present-day New York State formed the Iroquois Great 



League of Peace.


 Over time, the Iroquois grew more cohesive and became a powerful force in the 



pre-Columbian period.


Historical Context: The pre-Columbian peoples of the American Atlantic Seaboard 



cultivated crops and participated in foraging and hunting, often creating lasting


settlements.
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 DATE: 1451–1506 (Period 1)




 THEME: America in the World



 Columbus was an Italian-born navigator who landed in the Americas (October 12, 



1492).


 He set sail on behalf of Spain with three ships: the Niña, the Pinta, and his flagship, 



the Santa María.


 Originally, he had sailed west across the Atlantic Ocean to find a water route 



to Asia.


 Columbus was convinced that he had found the waterway that he sought and that 



the Americas were actually an extension of China.


 He returned from his expedition with gold, encouraging future exploration.



Historical Context: The conquest of the New World produced a more ethnically 



diverse population and led to a new social system that often exploited native peoples


and slave labor.
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 DATE: 1492–1500s (Period 1) 




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 The Columbian Exchange was the transfer of new crops, livestock, culture, 



disease, technology, and ideas between Europe and the New World after Spanish


settlement (named for Christopher Columbus).


 Europeans brought horses, goats, cows, chickens, coffee, and wheat, among other 



goods.


 Germs caused widespread disease and death in the New World.



 Europe’s population grew and its economy suffered from inflation during this time. 



Historical Context: The goods and technologies that colonists brought changed the 



migration patterns and social practices of the New World.
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 DATE: 1493 (Period 1)




 THEME: America in the World



 The Treaty of Tordesillas was a treaty between Spain and Portugal.



 The treaty created a Papal Line of Demarcation, which divided the New World: east 



of the line for Portugal and west of it for Spain.


 Portugal also received the easternmost part of what is currently Brazil.



 Later, the Papal Line affected colonization in Africa and Asia.



Historical Context: European exploration and colonization in the Western World 



created major conflicts between European nations.
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 DATE: 1400s and 1500s (Period 1)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 New Spain was the Spanish Empire’s tightly controlled territory in the New World.



 Mainly located in North and Central America, New Spain included the Caribbean 



and Spanish East Indies.


 To deal with labor shortages, the Spanish developed a system of large manors 



(encomiendas) using enslaved American Indians under conquistadors.



 With the deaths of enslaved American Indians, Spain began transporting enslaved 



people from Africa to supply their labor needs.


Historical Context: Spain closely managed its settlements in the New World and 



often maintained these colonies with native and slave laborers, who were at the


bottom of the Spanish social pyramid.
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 DATE: Formalized in 1503 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 Spain developed the encomienda system to exploit American Indian labor, often in 



a brutal way.


 Spain granted tracts of land to Spanish settlers in the New World. 



 It gave settlers the right to use inhabitants for agriculture and for mining precious 



metals, a portion of which the settlers sent back to the monarchy.


 Spain eventually reformed the governance of its colonies with the repartimiento 



and took direct control over their management.


Historical Context: Spain closely managed its settlements in the New World and 



often maintained these colonies with native and slave laborers, who were at the


bottom of the Spanish social pyramid.
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 DATE: 1500s–1700s (Period 1) 




 THEME: Social Structures



 Some Spaniards held traditional notions of the superiority of “pure blood.”



 This ideology was at odds with regular intermarriage in the colonial world.



 The Spanish casta system defined the variety of multiracial people in the 



New World.


 Peninsulares (born in Spain) and creoles (born in the New World of Spanish 



parents) had the highest social status.


 Next were mestizos (children of Spanish men and American Indian women) and 



mulattos (children of Spanish men and African women).



 American Indians and Africans were seen as the bottom of the social pyramid.



Historical Context: Spain closely managed its settlements in the New World and 



often maintained these colonies with native and slave laborers, who were at the


bottom of the Spanish social pyramid.
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 DATE: Repartimiento Instated in 1542 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Social Structures



 Dominican friar Bartolomé de las Casas criticized Spain’s brutal encomienda 



system and reported on atrocities against native peoples.


 He initially advocated for using African slave labor instead but later came to 



believe that all slavery was morally wrong.


 Spanish theologian Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda defended Spanish treatment of 



native peoples; he claimed that they were “natural slaves” and that “natural law”


and Catholic theology dictated that Spain should master and civilize them.


 This debate led to limits on the encomienda system with the repartimiento system, 



though the major lasting impact was growth of the African slave trade.


Historical Context: The rights and treatment of native peoples was a point of 



contention among some Spanish and Portuguese colonizers.
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 DATE: 1598 (Period 1)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 French Protestants (Huguenots) went to the New World to practice their religion 



freely, and they formed a colony near modern-day St. Augustine, Florida.


 Spain, which oversaw Florida, reacted violently to the Huguenots because they 



were trespassers and because the Catholic Church viewed them as heretics.


 Spain sent a force to the settlement and massacred the inhabitants.



 The settlement at St. Augustine, Florida is considered to be the first permanent 



European settlement in what would become the United States.


Historical Context: Spain closely managed its settlements in the New World and 



often maintained these colonies with native and slave laborers, who were at the


bottom of the Spanish social pyramid.
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 DATE: 1598 (Period 1) 




 THEME: Social Structures



 Juan de Oñate was a Spanish conquistador. 



 His soldiers occupied Western New World lands where the Acoma Pueblo people 



lived.


 The Acoma resisted an order to hand over supplies they needed to survive the 



winter.


 The Acoma killed several of the Spanish soldiers, including Oñate’s nephew.



 Oñate’s forces responded by killing more than 800 native people, putting the 



survivors on trial, and enslaving the remaining Acoma.


Historical Context: As European demands on native peoples grew, these peoples 



sought to protect their beliefs, practices, resources, and independence.
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 DATE: 1500s–1700s (Period 1) 




 THEME: American and Regional Culture



 Maroons were Africans who escaped from slavery in the New World and 



established independent communities (many of them in the Caribbean 



and Brazil).


 Maroons tried to preserve memories of Africa by continuing certain traditions. 



 One significant community was Palmares, established in Brazil. 



 Other enslaved Africans fled and joined communities of Arawak Indians. 



 Maroons came to control large areas of the Jamaican interior.



Historical Context: Many enslaved Africans kept their traditions or adapted their 



culture to the New World to maintain their identity.
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 DATE: Popularized in the 1600s (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 The joint-stock company was a type of business structure used by some colonial 



explorers to raise money for their expeditions.


 These private trading companies sold shares to investors who provided start-up 



funding.


 In return for taking on the risk of the investment, investors were paid based on the 



profits of the expedition.


 Many modern business structures, such as the American corporation, are founded 



on principles of the joint-stock company.


Historical Context: New systems of commerce and manufacturing significantly 



influenced both Europe and New World colonies.
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 DATE: 1500s–1800s (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 Colonies stretched from north of Quebec to the port of New Orleans and 



encompassed the Great Lakes, Great Plains, and Ohio River Valley.


 The French employed diplomacy with American Indians and adapted more than 



the Spanish or British.


 American Indians typically maintained control of these areas despite colonization.



Historical Context: French and Dutch colonies in the New World usually relied on 



cooperation with native peoples instead of extensive settlement and force, in contrast


to the Spanish and British colonies.
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 DATE: 1600s on (Period 2)




 THEME: American and Regional Culture



 In many French settlements in the interior of North America, French and American 



Indian cultures intermingled.


 Children of marriages between American Indians and the French were known 



as métis: an old French word for “mixed” or “mixed blood.”



 Métis communities combined Catholic and indigenous spiritual traditions.



 These communities continued even after the French withdrew from 



North America.


Historical Context: French colonists were typically more accepting of other races as 



the practice of slavery grew throughout the colonies.
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 DATE: 1500s–1600s (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 The first Dutch colonies functioned more as trading outposts than settlements.



 The Dutch commissioned an expedition by English explorer Henry Hudson to 



North America.


 Hudson failed in his search for a Northwest Passage, but his reports of abundant 



resources created interest among Dutch merchants.


 The Dutch West India Company was chartered to develop colonies in North America.



 The company tried to attract immigrants with land grants, and a diverse group of 



European settlers slowly began to arrive.


 Its most important settlement was New Amsterdam, which became a center for 



trade.


Historical Context: French and Dutch colonies in the New World usually relied on 



cooperation with native peoples instead of extensive settlement and force, in 



contrast to the Spanish and British colonies.
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 DATE: 1500s on (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 The lucrative fur trade drew traders and colonists to the interior of 



North America.


 It led Europeans to reach agreements with American Indians, unlike the more 



aggressive relationships that agricultural settlements on the Atlantic Coast


developed.


 Growth in the fur trade often caused American Indian communities to extend their 



traditional territory, which created conflicts with neighbors.


 In later centuries, American Indians allied with different European powers to fight 



for territory and trading privileges.


Historical Context: Rivalries between European powers motivated them to expand 



their colonies, generating more New World goods to meet European demand.
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 DATE: 1500s–1700s (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 Mercantilism was the prevailing economic philosophy of the 1600s. 



 It was founded on the belief that the world’s wealth was limited and, therefore, that 



one nation’s gain was another nation’s loss.


 Each nation’s goal was to export more than it imported in a favorable balance 



of trade; precious metals would provide economic and military strength.


 Colonies were to serve the ruling country by providing raw materials and 



purchasing manufactured goods instead of creating their own.


Historical Context: European powers often had different aims than their colonies, 



and disputes eventually arose over how these nations managed such issues.
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 DATE: 1600s–1700s (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 In a charter colony, colonists were essentially members of a corporation, 



and electors among the colonists controlled the government based on an 



agreed-upon charter.


 A royal colony had a governor selected by England’s king; the governor served 



in the leadership role and chose additional, lower-ranking officers.


 Proprietary colonies were owned by individuals with direct responsibility to the 



king; each proprietor selected a governor, who served as the authority figure for


the colony.


Historical Context: British colonies eventually came to resemble one another in their 



structure and character.
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 DATE: Established 1607 (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 Jamestown was named for James I (1566–1625), Queen Elizabeth’s successor 



in England.


 James I granted charters for charter colonies in the New World.



 In 1607, the Virginia Company of London settled Jamestown, the first permanent 



English settlement.


 Its swampy location led to disease and contaminated water sources.



 Despite its location and hostile relations with American Indians, John Smith’s 



harsh, charismatic leadership of the colony helped keep it from collapsing.


 Enslaved Africans arrived at Jamestown in 1619, marking a pivotal moment in the 



development of colonial slavery.


Historical Context: Great Britain differed from other European powers by encouraging 



a large number of permanent settlers to join its colonies.
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 DATE: 1609–1610 (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 The Jamestown colonists endured a period of starvation. 



 The colonists depended upon trade with local American Indians for food supplies; 



a series of conflicts limited their ability to trade and farm their own food.


 Many colonists died, and others tried to flee to England; however, English boats 



arriving with supplies intercepted the colonists and forced them to return to


Jamestown.


 Additional support from England, the development of new industries, and the 



creation of new trade partnerships helped ensure the settlement’s survival.


Historical Context: Great Britain differed from other European powers by encouraging 



a large number of permanent settlers to join its colonies.
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 DATE: 1600s (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 Poor workers, convicted criminals, and debtors received immigration passage 



and fees in return for a number of years of labor for a planter or company.


 Servants entered into their contracts voluntarily and kept some legal rights.



 However, servants had little control over the conditions of their work and living 



arrangements, and the system led to harsh and brutal treatment.


 It remained the predominant system of labor until the 1670s.



 Bacon’s Rebellion made the practice seem riskier to planters and owners, and 



improving economic conditions in England limited the supply of servants.


Historical Context: The Atlantic slave trade grew to make up for the decreased 



supply of indentured servants in the New World.
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 DATE: Introduced in 1618 (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 The headright system was used by the Virginia Company to attract colonists.



 It promised them parcels of land (roughly fifty acres) to immigrate to America.



 It also gave nearly fifty acres for each servant that a colonist brought, allowing the 



wealthy to obtain large tracts of land.


 The system solidified the use of indentured servitude until elite planters began 



to turn away from the practice.


Historical Context: The Atlantic slave trade grew to make up for the decreased 



supply of indentured servants in the New World.
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 DATE: 1600s on (Period 2)




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 The New England colonies included present-day New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 



Rhode Island, and Connecticut.


 The first colonists of the New England region, Puritans, were driven more by 



religious reasons than economic gain.


 Plymouth was the first sizable New England colony, although it was not as 



successful as the Massachusetts Bay Colony founded a decade later.


 Many towns sprung up in the colony; settlers wanted to establish permanent, 



cohesive communities rather than create a shortcut to wealth.


Historical Context: New England’s colonies succeeded thanks to their focus on 



community, their commitment, and the region’s abundant resources.
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 DATE: 1500s–1600s (Period 2)




 THEME: American and National Identity



 English Puritanism was a movement by those who wished to reform the 



Church of England to be more in line with their ideology.


 Though King Henry VIII had set out to separate his own Church of England from 



papal authority, many Catholic traditions and practices remained.


 Puritans rejected these Catholic holdovers and sought to make the English Church 



“pure.”


 Puritans held Calvinist beliefs, such as predestination and the authority of 



Scripture over papal authority.


 Puritanism reverberates throughout American culture in the ideas of self-reliance 



and moral fortitude, and an emphasis on intellectualism.


Historical Context: New England’s colonies succeeded thanks to their focus on 



community, their commitment, and the region’s abundant resources.
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 DATE: 1600s on (Period 2)




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 The middle colonies included present-day New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 



and Delaware.


 Chesapeake Bay colonies included present-day Maryland and Virginia.



 Agriculture and exportation helped these colonies establish lasting settlements.



 The practice of slavery grew from 1619 on as a source of labor for growing 



tobacco, corn, and other grains.


Historical Context: The middle colonies successfully exported crops and other 



goods, and the Chesapeake Bay colonies depended heavily on indentured servants


and slave labor to grow tobacco.


Barrons_AP-USHistory FlashCards.indd 69 04/03/22 3:54 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]


#28


CharacteristicsoftheColoniesof



theDeep SouthandtheCaribbean



Barrons_AP-USHistory FlashCards.indd 70 04/03/22 3:54 PM


Random 1


Random 2


Random 3









[image: ]



 DATE: 1600s on (Period 2)




 THEME: Geography and the Environment



 Deep South colonies included present-day North Carolina, South Carolina, 



and Georgia.


 Barbados was the most profitable colony in England’s New World empire; its 



wealth came from sugarcane, which received high prices in England.


 Plantation work in Barbados consisted of long, brutal hours of labor in the heat, 



and this form of slavery later influenced labor in Southern colonies.


Historical Context: Southern colonies and settlements in the British islands relied on 



slave labor to expand their agricultural businesses.
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 DATE: 1600s–1700s (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 The Catawba people lived in what would become South Carolina, North Carolina, 



and Virginia.


 Attempting to work with the European settlers, the Catawba sold goods such 



as moccasins and pottery.


 Settlers provided the Catawba with survival supplies and protection against 



warring tribes.


 After years of European contact and influence, the Catawba eventually ceded their 



land to South Carolina in 1840.


Historical Context: Interactions between European colonists and American Indian 



tribes created opportunities for economic trade and cultural exchange but also often


led to conflict.
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 DATE: 1619 (Period 2)




 THEME: American and National Identity



 The House of Burgesses was a representative assembly in Virginia and the first 



representative body in America.


 The House of Burgesses employed qualities of British parliamentary procedure.



 Election to a seat was limited to voting members of the charter colony, which 



at first was all free men; later rules required that a man own at least 50 acres 



of land to vote.


Historical Context: Great Britain’s colonies in North America adopted many elements 



of England’s religious, political, and economic culture.
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 DATE: 1620 (Period 2)




 THEME: Migration and Settlement



 Separatists were Puritans who believed the Church of England was beyond saving 



and felt that they must break away from it.


 One group of Separatists that suffered harassment from the government fled to 



Holland and then to America.


 Members of this group traveled on the Mayflower and became known as the 



Pilgrims, a term used for voyagers seeking to fulfill a religious mission.


 Before landing in present-day Massachusetts and creating the Plymouth colony, 



the Pilgrims agreed to abide by the Mayflower Compact, which established a


government guided by the majority.


 William Bradford (1590–1657) served as the Plymouth colony’s first governor.



Historical Context: New England’s colonies succeeded thanks to their focus on 



community, their commitment, and the region’s abundant resources.
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 DATE: 1621 (Period 2)




 THEME: Work, Exchange, and Technology



 The Dutch West India Company was the joint-stock company that ran the 



colonies in Fort Orange and in New Amsterdam, which later became New York.


 It carried on a profitable fur trade with the American Indian Iroquois.



 It instituted the patroon system, in which large estates were given to wealthy men 



who transported at least fifty families to New Netherland to tend the land (few


seized the opportunity).


 Conflict between the American Indians and the Dutch, including Kieft’s War, grew 



from land rights issues and missing livestock.


Historical Context: French and Dutch colonies in the New World usually relied on 
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