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Introduction: The Missing Chapter


Qui locutus est per sanctos prophetas 1


As a professor of American History for the past decade it has disturbed me that mainstream historians are afraid of God. Not that they fear His wrath, but in the sense that our history textbooks have no appreciation of how much religion has influenced people’s lives and actions throughout history. Our separation of church and state has separated God from history. Teaching history should never be about making anyone a believer in a specific faith, nor should it ignore how faith has shaped the past. One of the earliest flags in U.S. history was boldly emblazoned with the words “Appeal to Heaven.” Lincoln’s second inaugural address, perhaps his finest speech, would be devoid of most of its meaning if God was removed from it. Our very currency has been placed within the trust of God Himself, meant to be a stark contrast with our godless communist adversaries in the Cold War. Presidents from both major parties can scarcely end a speech without asking God to bless America. The United States has seen two Great Awakenings in the United States, and the birth of two of the fastest growing religions on earth, Scientology and Mormonism, and yet we are still afraid to teach about God with a fact-based, academic approach. This is how the Jesus of history should be examined. Facts are stubborn things, John Adams was fond of saying, and the historical Jesus needs to be reexamined in this light.


My early work as an author and a historian took me into the field of religious mysteries. In examining the life and miracles of Father Nelson Baker, and Father Patrick Power, I investigated miracles through the template of science and evidence, not faith and belief. I have come to the conclusion that science and religion do not have to be bitter enemies. They can easily coexist. In fact, science can be used as a template to prove the existence of the miraculous. The Catholic Church does this with teams of scientists and historians who prove scientific miracles needed for the canonization process. My books on Baker and Power include a number of miracles that by definition cannot be explained by science. It is with this logical approach informed by these years of research that we begin the investigation into the probability that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead a second time.


Where is the evidence for this? As we will see, the Gospel of John all but gives away this centuries old secret by leaving a huge narrative gap between chapter 20 and chapter 21, the conclusion of the fourth gospel. Chapter 20 is filled with hope and promise as Christ has returned from the dead and has dramatically called his apostles to action, convincing even the most skeptical of all the believers. Then suddenly, and with stunning immediacy, the apostles have splintered. Within days, the corps leadership group has inexplicably and completely given up, returning to a life that their master had forbidden them to return to. Why would the apostles so readily break up, and then give up, when they had just been rejuvenated by the return of Christ? The only other time this happens in the gospels is when Jesus was crucified. That sent them into despair and into hiding. The conclusion that we are going to reach in this book is that the apostles must have found out that the Son of Man had been executed again by the Romans. This behavior mirrors exactly what they did the first time that Christ died. For a second time, led by Peter, they deliberately chose to end their commitment to Christ in a profound display of utter apostasy. The only factor that could cause such damage to the 11, to end their commitment to Jesus would be if they believed He was dead again. In fact, I will argue that Christ willing submitted Himself to this for some very logical reasons. I admit that this premise will be difficult for many to accept, but ask yourself if billions of people throughout history have believed that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead once, why would it not be possible for Him to do so a second time?


In order to prove this, I will demonstrate first that the apostles were ready, willing, and able to begin their missionary work by the end of chapter 20, that Pentecost should have begun then, not later in the Acts of the Apostles. Once that is established, we will make the case for rampant apostasy in chapter 21, which would make little sense if the 11 believed their leader was still walking the earth. Another part of this process will be to dispel the absurd notion that chapter 21 was added on by a different author who was not St. John. As we will see the style is distinctly that of the beloved apostle.


Finally, this book will conclude with a brief fictional account of the last days of Jesus on this earth, based off the evidence presented in the first part of the book. This will allow us to get a better sense of how these events may have transpired 2,000 years ago.


Throughout this book you will find a pursuit of the truth. I have designed this work to be watertight against any potential holes in my argumentation. I have tried to think of every conceivable way that the thesis of this book might be attacked or undermined because I assume many will ignore it, or simply dismiss it outright. However, for those truth seekers with an open mind you will find nothing but logic and evidence within these pages. I have put myself in the position of the skeptic who would question every word. I am confident in my approach here that any argument made against my thesis can be answered with facts, evidence, and logic. My own personal journey while writing this book has taken me along paths I never suspected when I first began this manuscript. All of those wise and careful influences who may have been guiding me along the way in this world or beyond, I thank you for your patience and faith in me. I have nothing but love and respect for you and I pray that I have made you proud with all that follows.


John Koerner


February 2015





Part One
The Second Resurrection of Christ




Chapter One


Confronting Pilate


The Importance of Judas


Et crucifixus est pro nobis sub Pontio Pilato et sepultus est. 2


It is historically irresponsible to regard Judas Iscariot as merely the traitor who handed over the messiah to certain death. Modern day thinking regards him more as a trusted middle man, a confidant whom the Son of Man could rely upon to coordinate the crucifixion as according to what had been prophesied in Holy Scripture. Author William Klassen in his book Judas: Betrayer or Friend of Jesus contends that Judas did not betray Jesus at all. Klassen found that the word “betrayal,” found throughout all of the English versions of the Bible, is a misinterpretation of the Greek word “paradidomi,” which translates to “handed over.”3 The author argues that Judas was deliberately slandered throughout history to provide an easy scapegoat for humanity’s collective guilt about the crucifixion.4


When Jesus rose from the dead, it must have been quite devastating to Him to come to terms with the fact that Judas had died with his king. One has to wonder if Jesus foresaw this end for perhaps his closest friend. Christ displayed enormous compassion toward Judas at the Last Supper saying “woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born”5 (Matthew 26: 24). Notice that Jesus did not say “it would be better if that man had never been born.”


Judas had to be born to help Jesus bring His life to an end on His own terms, with the help of His most reliable apostle. It is likely that the other 11 men would refuse to allow Jesus to be captured by the Romans or the Jews. They would be unable to understand how this could be part of God’s plan. Judas was the only one Christ could count on to do what had to be done, according to the will of the Master. Judas had been trusted to be the group’s treasurer, was most likely the best educated member of the group, and a fierce defender of Jesus.6


When Judas killed himself he left an indelible hole in the power structure of the 12 apostles. Did his suicide condemn Judas to hell? Did Jesus bring Judas out of hell when He descended there after His crucifixion? Given the vacillating nature of Peter, Judas was in many ways the de facto leader. Within 24 hours, the two most important members of this group of 13 were dead. The remaining 11 were understandably frightened for their lives, and lacking strong leadership to keep them moving forward to preach Jesus’ message.


One factor that may have persuaded Christ to consider submitting Himself to further degradation was the loss of this key figure in the 12 apostles. Perhaps it seemed to Jesus that at least for this group the resurrection was still not enough to convince them of the need to become messengers of Christ. The effect of the loss of Judas was something that Christ increasingly had to deal with in the weeks after his return. Perhaps one reason Jesus had to repeatedly make appearances to His followers was to instill faith in them that was sorely lacking, in part because of the loss of Judas. A second resurrection would be meant for only the apostles to know about, that Jesus could return at any time, accounting for the numerous times the apostles talk about his coming again in the latter half of the New Testament. The first resurrection was not enough to convince the apostles to take up their own cross for Him. He needed to test their faith a second time to prepare them for the difficulties ahead.


A renewed threat


After Jesus rose from the dead and spent 40 days walking the earth, this incredible news began to spread that He had returned among 12 different groups of people.7 St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians almost offhandedly mentions that Jesus “appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once.” St. Paul then added, likely so as to prove his knowledge of this, that most of these witnesses “are still living, though some have fallen asleep”8 (1 Corinthians 15:6).


It is counterintuitive to imagine that reports of these dramatic events would not have spread to Pontius Pilate. In fact, Matthew reports that when the Sanhedrin got word of Jesus’ resurrection from the guards who witnessed it, they thought immediately that Pilate might find out about this too9 (Matthew 28:14). And from that point it would have been in Pilate’s best interest to investigate the matter, especially given the fact that according to his wife he would be eternally damned for his recent actions. The high priests had even told Pilate that if the resurrection did turn out to be true, or if the apostles made it look like Jesus rose from the dead by stealing His body, “this last impostor would be worse than the first,”10 (Matthew 28: 64) as they put it. It would be devastating for those who executed Jesus if the story came out (real or not) that He had risen from the dead. This would undermine the authority, credibility, and power of the Sanhedrin and Pilate. This in fact was why the Jews asked Pilate for more guards at the tomb. This shows that if necessary they would be ready to kill Him again. They wanted to take no chances. Perhaps that is why Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the Sanhedrin, was allowed to take the body and place it in his tomb. He could be relied upon to allow the area around the tomb to be placed under what amounted to martial law. There were probably orders to kill anyone who attempted to move the body, or kill Jesus if He came out of that tomb. We can easily conclude based on logic and by their own actions that the Jews and Pilate would not hesitate to execute Christ a second time if they had to. Letting Him live would undermine their authority and credibility.


One also has to suspect that Pilate would consider executing the remaining 11 apostles for crimes against the state, and the Sanhedrin would feel the same way about this, seeking to erase this Man from history by killing His followers too. In fact, it would go against Pilate’s behavioral pattern to not target the remaining 11 apostles. This man had a well-earned reputation for maintaining order with an iron fist. In 26 A.D. the Roman Emperor Tiberius appointed Pontius Pilate prefect of the Roman provinces of Judaea, Samaria, and Idumaea. He was given the authority of supreme judge, as well as keeper of law and order which he accomplished through brute force.11 Ancient Jewish historian Philo noted that if the Roman emperor sent a delegation to investigate Pilate, “they would also expose the rest of his conduct as governor by stating in full the briberies, the insults, the robberies, the outrages and wanton injuries, the executions without trial constantly repeated, the ceaseless and supremely grievous cruelty.”12 For example, Jewish historian Josephus recorded an incident where Pilate placed scores of soldiers hidden within a group of protesting Jews who were then ordered to randomly pummel and kill them to quell unrest.13 In 36 A.D., three years after the crucifixion of Jesus, Pilate ordered the massacre of a group of Samaritans on Mt. Gerizim. These Jews believed in the ancient sanctity of this mountain and had gathered there to look at vessels which Moses allegedly made for the Tabernacle.14


Jesus would have known about this threat. He was a practical and intelligent leader, and was keenly aware that His message would not live on unless these 11 men found a way to spread it freely. Therefore, if Pilate and the Sanhedrin would seemingly want the apostles dead so they could not spread the story of Jesus, thereby showing how wrong the Jews and Romans were to execute Him, this leads us to a logical question to ask. How is it then that in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter is able to openly give speeches about Christ in the streets of Jerusalem, and hold what amount to recruitment rallies right under the nose of Pilate and the Sanhedrin without being assassinated immediately? St. Luke reports that at Pentecost after Peter stood up and gave a rousing address to the people of Israel “about 3,000 people were added that day”15 (Acts 2:41). His lengthy speech chronicled in chapter 2 of the Acts of Apostles must have lasted nearly an hour right under the nose of Roman authorities. Peter continued making his public proclamations in chapter 3, converting another 5,000 until he got arrested by the Jews. Yet when the apostles were taken in front of the Sanhedrin, St. Luke notes that “after threatening them further, they released them, finding no way to punish them…”16 (Acts 4:21). Luke also says that after St. Stephen was martyred, many others began to be rounded up and killed all throughout Jerusalem and the countryside, but curiously “except the apostles”17 (Acts 8:1). How did John live long past the resurrection, even making a visit with Peter to Samaria to bless some new converts there?18 How in fact did the four gospels even get the chance to see the light of day?


Jesus would have recognized these practical problems facing his newly forming church. I would contend that after several weeks speaking with the apostles, (and probably His mother too), seeing their fear, and recognizing this practical problem, Christ decided to stage a dramatic confrontation with Pilate, the Sanhedrin, or perhaps both of them. This would not be done as an arrogant slap in the face. The purpose of this would be to allow Himself to be captured again to show these key leaders His divine power firsthand so that they would leave his apostles alone, and allow them to preach.


Keep in mind this is exactly what Jesus did with Saul, who was a key threat to the existence of His newly forming church. “Saul, meanwhile, was trying to destroy the church; entering house after house and dragging out men and women, he handed them over for imprisonment”19 (Acts 8: 3). Jesus decided to demonstrate to Saul a dramatic display of divine power meant to shock and awe this man into a believer. This appearance happened after the Ascension, making it even more supernaturally impressive, given the fact that the flesh and blood of Jesus was no longer on this earth. On his way to Damascus to continue his reign of terror Saul fell to the ground when he saw a light from the sky that flashed all around him, leaving him blind for three days20 (Acts 9). The voice of Jesus told him to stop the persecutions, which of course he did, and then went on to become one of the most important leaders in Catholic history.


A similar display of divine power in front of the Sanhedrin and Pilate could have this same effect. If Jesus saw that Saul was a threat, and we can logically conclude that Pilate and the Sanhedrin were at least an equal if not greater threat, it therefore makes absolutely no sense from a logical standpoint that He would do nothing to address this issue because He took direct action when it came to Saul. A second resurrection witnessed by these men could have a similar effect. It would serve two practical purposes for Christ that the first one seemingly was not intended for. The first crucifixion and resurrection was for all of mankind to save the world from our sins. Despite this, the apostles were still fearful of their lives and lacked leadership without Jesus and Judas. Additionally, there was the threat of assassination from the Sanhedrin and Pontius Pilate. This would end any hope that the church could continue. Perhaps it is no coincidence then that despite the fact that Pilate lived until 39 A.D.21 and stayed in power several years after Jesus’ crucifixion, there is not one word about him in the Acts of the Apostles. There is no recorded attempt by Pilate in that pivotal book to stamp out the early church, despite the fact that it would be in his interest to do so. Pilate would want to maintain order, and erase the memory of this messiah that he had mistakenly put to death, and yet there is no recorded evidence of him doing anything of the kind.
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