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    Chapter One


    WAR AND POWER


    Today, the United States is the most powerful country in the world. It has the most economic power. It has the strongest army. It influences other countries’ governments.


    
      The word economic has to do with money. The economy of a country is everything that has to do with making money-jobs, businesses, factories, farms, banks. So when we say that the United States is an economic power, we mean that it has the power to shape the entire world’s economy-jobs, businesses, factories, farms, and banks all around the world.

    


    But that wasn’t always true. Other places have been more powerful. And they were around a lot longer. Think of the Roman Empire long ago. It ruled for hundreds of years! The United States is still pretty young. The country is only about 250 years old. There are lots of countries that are much older! And the United States didn’t always have so much power.


    So how did it happen? How did this young nation get so much power in such a short period of time?


    It happened mostly because of a war. World War I helped launch the United States into such a powerful position.


    WORLD WAR I


    World War I began in 1914. It lasted for three long years. It was terrible. Many, many people died. Europe was filled with barbed-wire fences, mines, trenches, and poison gas.


    Two sides were fighting in this war. On one side were the Central Powers. They were Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria. On the other side were the Allied forces. They were the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Belgium, Russia, and others.


    The two sides faced off across the Western Front. This was a line drawn down Europe. Lots of people died fighting on the Western Front. Some civilians got caught in between.


    
      Civilians are the ordinary people, not members of the military or the government.

    


    At first the United States was not involved with the war. Neither side was really wining or losing during those first couple years. Men were dying on both sides, but nothing was being accomplished. Then the United States joined the Allies. That changed things. American troops added energy to the Allies.


    The United States sent more and more soldiers to Europe. Pretty soon the Allies were winning battles. And they were winning the war.
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