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      Introduction

      The universal popularity of Shakespeare remains a phenomenon. Every day, in every state of our country, as well as in innumerable locales around the world, productions of his plays are under way. Across the globe (no pun intended), Shakespeare festivals flourish. At virtually every college and university, at least one course is devoted exclusively to Shakespeare’s works. In tens of thousands of secondary schools, where English curricula encompass vastly disparate novels, stories, and plays, the one constant is Shakespeare. For actors, directors, and designers, the scripts represent the ultimate challenge and constantly inspire fresh perspectives and interpretations. For scholars, critics, and, most of all, audiences, the plays are a source of unending delight.

      With these thoughts in mind, I present Bard Games: The Shakespeare Quiz Book, a light-hearted volume that I hope will enhance readers’ appreciation of the plays. Toward that end, rather than simply compiling questions and answers, I’ve let the teacher in me take over to offer select commentary. But don’t worry: this material is brief. After all, the fun is supposed to come from the quizzes themselves.

      A few words about these games. Their range of difficulty varies, for in each I’ve tried to include questions that might be answered by the relatively inexperienced reader, as well as some that should challenge a devoted Bardologist. Certain quizzes near the end of the book are especially challenging. Where I offer quotations for identification, the task usually involves matching them to one of the selected speakers or plays, but those who wish to make the competition more demanding can ignore such aid and thereby show off for themselves or other contestants.

      My text is The Riverside Shakespeare, second edition (Houghton Mifflin). If minor contradictions arise with other texts, please don’t blame the quizmaster. Instead, “Let’s make the best of it” (Coriolanus, V, vi, 146).

      Finally, I note that this book contains fifty-two quizzes. Why fifty-two? There’s question #1. The explanation may be found on the first page of the answer section at the end of the book.

      Have a good time.
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      Quiz #1 Opening Lines

      Where better to start than at the beginning? In Shakespeare’s plays, the action moves quickly, and even first lines propel the plot and establish themes. Match each passage to the play it opens.

      
        
          
            	
              1.

            
            	
              “Who’s there?”

            
            	
              a.

            
            	
              Henry IV, Part 1

            
          

          
            	
              2.

            
            	
              “So shaken as we are, so wan with care,

            
            	
              b.

            
            	
              The Comedy of Errors

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Find we a time for frighted peace to pant . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              3.

            
            	
              “In sooth, I know not why I am so sad . . .”

            
            	
              c.

            
            	
              Antony and Cleopatra

            
          

          
            	
              4.

            
            	
              “Hung be the heavens with black, yield day to night!”

            
            	
              d.

            
            	
              Hamlet

            
          

          
            	
              5.

            
            	
              “Nay, but this dotage of our general’s

            
            	
              e.

            
            	
              Henry VI, Part 1

            
          

          
            	
            	
              O’erflows the measure

              . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              6.

            
            	
              “O for a Muse of fire that would ascend

            
            	
              f.

            
            	
              The Tempest

            
          

          
            	
            	
              The brightest heaven of invention!”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              7.

            
            	
              “Noble patricians, patrons of my right,

            
            	
              g.

            
            	
              Henry V

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Defend the justice of my cause with arms . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              8.

            
            	
              “If music be the food of love, play on . . .”

            
            	
              h.

            
            	
              The Merchant of Venice

            
          

          
            	
              9.

            
            	
              “You do not meet a man but frowns . . .”

            
            	
              i.

            
            	
              Julius Caesar

            
          

          
            	
              10.

            
            	
              “Let fame, that all hunt after in their lives,

            
            	
              j.

            
            	
              All’s Well That Ends Well

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Live regist’red upon our brazen tombs . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              11.

            
            	
              “Proceed, Solinus, to procure my fall,

            
            	
              k.

            
            	
              Titus Andronicus

            
          

          
            	
            	
              And by the doom of death end woes and all.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              12.

            
            	
              “I come no more to make you laugh . . .”

            
            	
              l.

            
            	
              Twelfth Night

            
          

          
            	
              13.

            
            	
              “Hence! home you idle creatures, get you home!”

            
            	
              m.

            
            	
              Henry VIII

            
          

          
            	
              14.

            
            	
              “Boatswain!”

            
            	
              n.

            
            	
              Love’s Labor’s Lost

            
          

          
            	
              15.

            
            	
              “In delivering my son from me, I bury a second husband.”

            
            	
              o.

            
            	
              Cymbeline
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      Quiz #2 Settings

      
Many of Shakespeare’s stories are set in intriguing locales. Match the place at left to the appropriate play.



      
        
          
            	
              1.

            
            	
              Ephesus

            
            	
              a.

            
            	
              As You Like It

            
          

          
            	
              2.

            
            	
              Venice, Cyprus

            
            	
              b.

            
            	
              The Winter’s Tale

            
          

          
            	
              3.

            
            	
              Illyria

            
            	
              c.

            
            	
              Much Ado About Nothing

            
          

          
            	
              4.

            
            	
              Navarre

            
            	
              d.

            
            	
              The Comedy of Errors

            
          

          
            	
              5.

            
            	
              Padua

            
            	
              e.

            
            	
              Julius Caesar

            
          

          
            	
              6.

            
            	
              Britain, Italy

            
            	
              f.

            
            	
              Othello

            
          

          
            	
              7.

            
            	
              England, Wales

            
            	
              g.

            
            	
              Romeo and Juliet

            
          

          
            	
              8.

            
            	
              Vienna

            
            	
              h.

            
            	
              All’s Well That Ends Well

            
          

          
            	
              9.

            
            	
              Verona, Mantua

            
            	
              i.

            
            	
              Coriolanus

            
          

          
            	
              10.

            
            	
              Forest of Arden

            
            	
              j.

            
            	
              The Taming of the Shrew

            
          

          
            	
              11.

            
            	
              Rossillion, Paris, Florence, Marseilles

            
            	
              k.

            
            	
              Love’s Labor’s Lost

            
          

          
            	
              12.

            
            	
              Rome, Sardis, Philippi

            
            	
              l.

            
            	
              Twelfth Night

            
          

          
            	
              13.

            
            	
              Rome, Corioles, Antium

            
            	
              m.

            
            	
              Measure for Measure

            
          

          
            	
              14.

            
            	
              Sicilia, Bohemia

            
            	
              n.

            
            	
              Cymbeline

            
          

          
            	
              15.

            
            	
              Messina

            
            	
              o.

            
            	
              Henry IV, Part 1
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      Quiz #3 Name That Play (I)

      
Here are twenty pairs of characters. Name the play to which each pair belongs.



      1. Montjoy, Hostess

      2. Gratiano, Montano

      3. Lavatch, Diana

      4. Hubert de Burgh, Blanch

      5. Sir James Tyrrel, Sir William Catesby

      6. Mistress Quickly, Sir Hugh Evans

      7. Gonzalo, Ceres

      8. Dumaine, Dull

      9. Dick the Butcher, Roger Bolingbrook

      10. Chiron, Valentine

      11. Dennis, William

      12. Curan, Doctor

      13. Curtis, Haberdasher

      14. Moth, Snug

      15. Fang, Snare

      16. Clitus, Strato

      17. Dorcas, Dion

      18. Sir Henry Green, Lord Berkeley

      19. Griffith, Patience

      20. Pompey, Elbow
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      Quiz #4 Who's Who (I)

      
Here are brief descriptions of fifteen characters. Identify them.



      1. This Greek warrior is fierce, but thick. He is about to fight his greatest opponent, when the latter claims to be a cousin, and combat is suspended.

      2. This man is the confederate of a king; indeed, he probably murdered at that king’s behest. Yet at a crucial moment, the same king exiles this ally for life.

      3. This man is duped by someone who manipulates everyone else. He is in love with a wonderful woman, but feels scorned when she marries a general from another land.

      4. This man, a military hero, meets a countess who intends to trap him, but he reverses the situation. Later his son dies in war.

      5. This man counsels his children to avoid trouble by staying honest, but his own deceptions lead to his murder.

      6. This man cynically reports on a political ceremony, then helps murder the greatest man of his time.

      7. While this woman mourns the death of her brother, she falls in love with a young woman disguised as a young man, then marries a young man who looks like the young woman.

      8. This woman is left unprotected by her husband, who worries about the state of his country. Along with her children, she is killed.

      9. This man, charged with enforcing the law, finds himself vulnerable to the same instincts he decries in others.

      10. This man becomes so infatuated with a woman that he betrays his best friend, then nearly rapes the object of his affection.

      11. This disguised nobleman argues with a servant, then is put in the stocks.

      12. With his dying words, this king prays that his murderer be forgiven.

      13. This girl is the heroine of a play in which she is the only female character.

      14. While this man hides behind a curtain, he hears a marriage being arranged.

      15. This woman drops dead after she is kissed by another woman.
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      Quiz #5 Romeo and Juliet

      
For many students and theatergoers, their introduction to Shakespeare has been the world’s most famous story of young love. Try to answer these questions about the play.



      1. How long does the Chorus announce that the play will last?

      2. What punishment does Prince Escalus threaten in the event of further civil disorder?

      3. What age does Capulet assign his daughter?

      4. How does Romeo learn that Rosaline will attend the Capulet party?

      5. Whom does the Nurse describe as “a man of wax”?

      6. Precisely who is Queen Mab?

      7. How does Tybalt recognize Romeo at the ball?

      8. What line follows Juliet’s sigh, “O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?”

      9. By what nickname does Mercutio refer to Tybalt?

      10. Who refers to himself as “fortune’s fool”? And when?

      11. What token does the Nurse give Romeo?

      12. Before Juliet downs the drink, what does she imagine?

      13. Who is supposed to deliver Friar Laurence’s letter to Romeo?

      14. After Juliet discovers Romeo’s body, where does Friar Laurence suggest she retreat?

      15. What tribute to the dead Juliet does Montague offer?
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      Quiz #6 Adaptations, Musical and Otherwise

      
Shakespeare’s plays have inspired all sorts of literary, musical, and theatrical creations, including countless musical and dramatic adaptations. Here are some fitting questions.



      1. Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart, using a “book” by George Abbott, created a musical comedy based on The Comedy of Errors. Name the show.

      2. Ten years later, Cole Porter fashioned Kiss Me, Kate after The Taming of the Shrew. What patter song is a tribute to the original playwright? And what two characters sing it?

      3. As everyone knows, West Side Story is an updated retelling of Romeo and Juliet. Leonard Bernstein wrote the music, but who wrote the lyrics? And whose remarkable direction and choreography earned plaudits?

      4. In 1968, the rock musical Your Own Thing was an Off-Broadway hit. From what play was it adapted?

      5. The final two operas by this nineteenth-century Italian composer, both based on plays of Shakespeare, were among his most successful works. Name the composer and the two operas.

      6. This German composer created incidental music for one of Shakespeare’s comedies. He wrote the overture when he was seventeen, then the rest of the score more than a decade later. Name the composer and the play.

      7. That same play became the basis for an opera by Carl Maria von Weber. Name the opera.

      8. Ralph Vaughan Williams wrote an opera after Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor. What is the title of the opera?

      9. Berlioz, Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, and Gounod all created works based on one of Shakespeare’s plays. Name the play.

      10. Das Liebesverbot (1835–1836), roughly “Forbidden Love,” is an early work by a composer who would later change the entire nature of opera. Name the composer and the play upon which this effort is based.

      11. What twentieth-century composer wrote a symphonic study called Falstaff?

      12. Who wrote the Coriolan Overture?

      13. What contemporary playwright wrote an even more violent version of King Lear?

      14. What contemporary absurdist playwright created his own version of Macbeth?

      15. In Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, what activity occupies the wandering pair at the start of the play? And why are they unnerved by it?

      16. The life of Hamlet’s mother, Gertrude, is the subject of a novel by what eminent American novelist?

      17. This Pulitzer Prize–winning dramatist wrote a version of Othello called Desdemona: A Play About a Handkerchief, in which the only characters are three women. Name the playwright.

      18. Lee Blessing wrote his version of Hamlet from the point of view of one minor character. Name the play.

      19. In 1966, Samuel Barber’s opera based on characters from one of Shakespeare’s plays opened the new Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln Center. Name the opera.

      20. This British playwright wrote his own version of The Merchant of Venice called simply The Merchant. Name the playwright.
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      Quiz #7 Soliloquies (I)

      
Some of the most revelatory moments in Shakespeare’s plays occur when characters speak directly to the audience. Here are brief excerpts from ten famous soliloquies. Speakers’ names are provided for matching purposes, but you really shouldn’t need this assistance.



      
        
          
            	
              1.

            
            	
              “Thou art the ruins of the noblest man

            
            	
              a.

            
            	
              Viola

            
          

          
            	
            	
              That ever lived in the tide of times.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              2.

            
            	
              “I’ll so offend, to make offense a skill,

            
            	
              b.

            
            	
              Hamlet

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Redeeming time when men think least I will.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              3.

            
            	
              “Thus have I politicly begun my reign,

            
            	
              c.

            
            	
              Antony

            
          

          
            	
            	
              And ’tis my hope to end successfully.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              4.

            
            	
              “Am I a coward?

            
            	
              d.

            
            	
              Richard II

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Who calls me villain, breaks my pate across,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Plucks off my beard and blows it in my face . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              5.

            
            	
              “Come, civil night,

            
            	
              e.

            
            	
              Edmund

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Thou sober-suited matron all in black,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              And learn me how to lose a winning match,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Play’d for a pair of stainless maidenhoods . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              6.

            
            	
              “Thou, Nature, art my goddess, to thy law

            
            	
              f.

            
            	
              Hal

            
          

          
            	
            	
              My services are bound.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              7.

            
            	
              “We must bear all. O hard condition,

            
            	
              g.

            
            	
              Juliet

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Twin-born with greatness, subject to the breath

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Of every fool whose sense no more can feel

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              But his own wringing!”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              8.

            
            	
              “Disguise, I see thou art a wickedness

            
            	
              h.

            
            	
              Henry V

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Wherein the pregnant enemy does much.

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              How easy is it for the proper-false

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              In women’s waxen hearts to set their forms!”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              9.

            
            	
              “He’s here in double trust . . .”

            
            	
              i.

            
            	
              Petruchio

            
          

          
            	
              10.

            
            	
              “How sweet sour music is

            
            	
              j.

            
            	
              Macbeth

            
          

          
            	
            	
              When time is broke, and no proportion kept!”
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      Quiz #8 Disguises

      
Disguises are a staple of Shakespeare’s theater. One reason is thematic: many of the plays dramatize how often appearance contrasts with reality. Another reason is practical: women’s parts were played by boys, so masking these characters as men was convenient. Not surprisingly, these disguises are virtually always undetected. Here are descriptions of fifteen characters who adopt a different persona. Identify each character.



      1. This woman carries love-messages from the man she loves to the woman he loves.

      2. As a friar, this man secretly surveys the lawlessness rampant in his city.

      3. She pursues a man who betrays his best friend in order to win that friend’s lady love.

      4. This woman accompanies her cousin into the forest and is later betrothed to a reformed villain.

      5. This servant stands by his master through trials and storms.

      6. This woman joins with cohorts in the guise of peasants to rout their nation’s enemy.

      7. This woman masks herself as a pilgrim to pursue the standoffish fellow for whom she longs.

      8. These men dress up as foreigners to fool the ladies they love, but the trick only creates greater confusion.

      9. This woman appears as Revenge before the door of her sworn enemy.

      10. This woman takes to the woods both to escape her stepmother and to find the man she loves.

      11. This woman saves her husband’s best friend from gruesome punishment.

      12. To win the woman of his dreams, this fellow disguises himself as his own servant.

      13. This desperate man disguises himself to learn the truth about his wife’s infidelity.

      14. This woman disguises herself to marry her own husband.

      15. This leader disguises himself to learn the true feelings of his soldiers.
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        Quiz #9 The Stage Itself
      

      
“All the world’s a stage,” says Jaques in As You Like It. As a man of the theater, Shakespeare was fond of references to his profession. Here are a few. Match them to the speaker.



      
        
          
            	
              1.

            
            	
              “Our revels now are ended. These our actors

            
            	
              a.

            
            	
              Cassius

            
          

          
            	
            	
              (As I foretold you) were all spirits and

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Are melted into air, into thin air . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              2.

            
            	
              “Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player,

            
            	
              b.

            
            	
              Theseus

            
          

          
            	
            	
              That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              And then is heard no more.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              3.

            
            	
              “When we are born, we cry that we are come

            
            	
              c.

            
            	
              York

            
          

          
            	
            	
              To this great stage of fools.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              4.

            
            	
              “I hold the world but as the world . . .

            
            	
              d.

            
            	
              Prospero

            
          

          
            	
            	
              A stage, where every man must play a part,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              And mine a sad one.”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              5.

            
            	
              “Saucy lictors

            
            	
              e.

            
            	
              King Lear

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Will catch at us like strumpets, and scald rhymers

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Ballad ’s out a’ tune. The quick comedians

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Extemporally will stage us . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              6.

            
            	
              “As in a theater the eyes of men,

            
            	
              f.

            
            	
              Macbeth

            
          

          
            	
            	
              After a well-graced actor leaves the stage,

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              Are idly bent on him that enters next . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              7.

            
            	
              “And like a strutting player, whose conceit

            
            	
              g.

            
            	
              Cleopatra

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Lies in his hamstring, and doth think it rich

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              To hear the wooden dialogue and sound . . .”

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
              8.

            
            	
              “No epilogue, I pray you; for your play needs no excuse.”

            
            	
              h.

            
            	
              Ulysses

            
          

          
            	
              9.

            
            	
              “Suit the action to the word, the word to the action, with this special observance, that you o’erstep not the modesty of nature . . .”

            
            	
              i.

            
            	
              Antonio

            
          

          
            	
              10.

            
            	
              “How many ages hence

            
            	
              j.

            
            	
              Hamlet

            
          

          
            	
            	
              Shall this our lofty scene be acted over

            
            	
            	
          

          
            	
            	
              In states unborn and accents yet unknown!”
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