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  TESTIMONIALS FROM HUNTING PROFESSIONALS

   

  Terry: good book, well done. For the entry-level deer hunter all the way to the expert, American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is loaded with information. I cannot think of a single aspect of the sport that has been overlooked. This is quality reading with plenty of pictures and illustrations. A quality possession with years of enjoyable reading.

  —John L. Sloan, outdoor writer and hunting guide
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  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is a very thorough and complete guide for the budding deer hunter and a great refresher course for the veteran woodsman. Terry Townsend has done his homework and put decades of experience into this very informative book.

  —Brenda Valentine, “First Lady of Hunting”
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  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is the most informative book on the American whitetail I have read in years. From the field to the freezer, Terry Townsend captures every aspect of the sport we love. His love of the hunt and his respect for the animal and its environment is unmistakable. I used to say all you needed on a hunt were the three Bs: binoculars, bullets, and brains. I now make it the four Bs: binoculars, bullets, brains, and this book.

  —Terry Higginbotham, owner and chief researcher at HuntStats.com—We Know When to Hunt!
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  Jimmy Holt, a native Nashvillian, is probably the best-known outdoor personality in Tennessee. He has hosted The Tennessee Outdoorsmen television show for more than thirty years, written the outdoor pages for The Tennessean, and hosted his own radio show in Nashville. He also writes regularly for hunting and fishing magazines.
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  For many years now, I have read and listened to deer hunters as they told stories about their hunting trips into the woods in search of the whitetail deer. Terry Townsend’s story is the latest I have had the pleasure of reading and his book, American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is the most interesting and complete deer hunting information I have read. He talks the talk, takes you into the woods, makes you smell the great outdoors and then has you soaking wet as you climb into your tree stand. He talks about sighting in your weapon, setting up a hunting camp, reminds you to contact landowners before you enter their property. If you are interested in deer hunting and need information about hunting gear and accessories, helping juvenile hunters, camouflage, and much, much more American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources will provide it. Chapters revealing information on scrapes and rubs, the rut, deer tracks and field dressing can also be found, detailing the do’s and don’ts.

  —Jimmy Holt, Tennessee outdoorsman & outdoor writer

  Terry Townsend has given you the opportunity to engage in a comprehensive look at hunting the most elusive creature in North America, the whitetail, in his new book American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources. Some books offer strategies and tips, but Terry’s work goes beyond that. He helps you build a foundation for better hunting, even to the point of what to do after you harvest the animal. I can tell you this: any hunter would be a better hunter by taking advice from a man who’s well-seasoned in the ways of the whitetail, and that’s Terry Townsend.

  —Jason Cruise, author of The Heart of the Sportsman: Into the High Country Executive Editor, The Sportsman’s Bible, Founder, Tennessee Outdoor Network
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  I have been reading a book about deer hunting that I could not put down. Terry Townsend has written the most complete book I have seen in my thirty-something years of hunting. No matter what your level of hunting experience is, American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is very helpful to all, and I highly recommend it.

  —Bryan White, Texas Hunting Leases

  [image: ]

  I have over forty years of outdoor experience, of which most of those years have involved hunting, and Terry’s book, American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources, is strongly suggested for both the new hunter and the experienced. Even with my experience level, I learned many new ways to do things, and when an author can do that, he has a best-seller on his hands! Excellent book!

  —Gary L. Benton, author of Simple Survival: A Family Outdoor Guide
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  As a long-time deer hunter, outfitter, and TV show producer, I’ve seen a great need for this kind of book. Most of today’s hunters are ill prepared physically, mentally, and equipmentally for success. American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources could stop short a lot of hunting disappointments for the average deer hunter.

  —Donald R. Blizzard, founder of Whitetail Adventures, Inc.
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  Terry Townsend’s book, entitled American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources, is by far the most complete source for virtually every aspect of whitetail deer hunting that I’ve seen. It’s obvious that the years Terry spent writing the book were time well spent. Whether you are a first-time whitetail hunter or a seasoned veteran of forty-six years like me, Terry’s book will enlighten you with new ideas and concepts to improve your hunting skills. From cover to cover, this book is jam-packed with information relating to whitetail hunting, and it’s a must-have for anyone who hunts whitetail deer.

  —Howard J. Lux, owner of Lux’s Wildlife Management National Sales Manager—Wildlife Buffet
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  Terry F. Townsend has crafted the finest and most complete how-to book on hunting in American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources that we have ever seen. It is truly everything you need to know about whitetail deer hunting.

  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is very well organized, fully illustrated, easy to read, and a great reference tool for deer hunters of any level. Combining thirty-five years of deer hunting experience with over six years of research, Terry has created a masterpiece worthy of every deer hunter’s library.

  —David Salman, president of Tracker Outdoors
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  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources by Terry F. Townsend: wow! I have read at least fifty books dedicated to whitetail deer in my lifetime. This one is by far the best. It has great information for everyone who wants to start hunting, from the seasoned deer hunting veteran to everyone in between. The book is well written and contains everything I could ever think of, and more—and I have hunted whitetail deer for over twenty-five years, and thought I knew all there was to know about them. I found the book very interesting and highly recommend it to everyone who hunts deer. Great job, Mr. Townsend!

  —John E. MacEwan—president of International Hunting Land Association, Inc.
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  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resourcesby Terry Townsend is the most comprehensive book on whitetail deer hunting I have ever read. It is packed full of good information and is a must for any deer hunter. American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources is put together with great detail and great pictures, and the resources at the back are a big help. If you are a whitetail deer hunter, you need to read this book. I have been hunting for twenty-eight years, and I learned some new things from American White-tail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources. Thank you for writing an excellent book. My two boys are reading it now.

  —Jerry Wilson, Wilson Game Calls, www.wilsongamecalls.com and www.deer-calls.net
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  American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources by Terry Townsend is the most comprehensive book on deer hunting I have ever read. Not only is it informative, it is also fun to read.

  —Tom Tann, Big Buck 4n2 Rattling Antlers, www.bigbuckrattlingantlers.com
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  The author of a new book, American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources, Terry F. Townsend, of Columbia, TN, has stepped on board with TNdeer.com. His book on whitetail tips and resources is chock full of good information for the deer hunter. Even at nearly five hundred pages, it is still small enough to add to any backpack for a trip to the woods. Tips on how to be successful every year at everything from putting venison in the freezer to reading deer sign in the woods will guide even novice deer hunters. As a matter of fact, I recommend this book to any current deer hunter who has a youngster who is interested in deer hunting. There are many pictures explaining exactly what the text is about. Graphics and maps are included.
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  The new book, just completed late last year, will benefit any deer hunter. Newcomers to the sport can read thousands of great tips, while the seasoned hunter can read many things he has learned yet forgotten as time progresses.

  There are four main sections to the book American Whitetail Deer Hunting Tips and Resources. Mr. Townsend takes you all the way from before the hunt to what to do after you have the deer back to camp. Tips on scouting, what to look for and where, shot placement, understanding good deer management, dealing with scent control, tree stand setup, and the different methods of hunting this great wild animal lace across pages with a leafy gray background that adds to the book’s appeal and makes it less noticeable in the hands of a hunter reading it on stand.

  There is also a section for scoring and aging your deer. Recipe pages and links to websites are included.

  Be watching for a link to appear soon where you can order a copy of this wonderful book. It will make a great addition to any hunter’s library of good reads. But I like the feature that it is still small enough to pack along on a hunt and enjoy reading on stand during those lull hours of non-deer movement. As a matter of fact, my personal copy went to stand with me several times this past season! I enjoyed refreshing my mind of many of things I read from within this book while waiting on the monster buck that never showed. I reckon I will have to read up on prescouting and do a better job of stand placement next season.

  Thank you, Terry, for this neat book you have taken the time to put together as a true American whitetail hunter.

  —Mary Morris, wildlife photographer
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  IN HONOR & LOVING MEMORY
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  I wish to dedicate this book to the three most important people in my life: my wife, Linda; my daughter, Melanie; and my mother, Mary Brown Townsend, recently deceased. All three of these ladies played a major role in the accomplishment of this book. My wife was always there for me and provided encouragement and editing skills plus her photography contributions. My daughter’s contribution was invaluable with her many hours of formatting and artistic efforts that made the first two editions of this book the high-quality publication that it is. My mother instilled in me those qualities necessary to take on this undertaking and persevere throughout, and also gave me encouragement and physical contributions to the book.
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  To all the family, friends, and associates who have expressed an interest and encouragement over the past few years since the inception of the idea for this book, I say thank you.
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  PREFACE

  The original idea for this book was to attempt to lay down guidelines or helpful tips for young or inexperienced hunters. By inexperienced, I don’t mean just hunters who occasionally go deer hunting, but also those who actually go a great deal but are fairly unsuccessful. I know from experience that a large number of hunters go into the woods with no real knowledge of what to look for or where to go. Some of them figure that the deer live in the woods, so “I’ll go into the woods and shoot one.” Whitetail deer hunting is a great deal more complicated than that. Over the years, I’ve been fortunate enough to harvest some nice deer, but I learned a long time ago that there is a big difference in being a successful deer hunter and being a big trophy buck hunter. To be a trophy buck hunter, you must spend a great deal of time and money on that one buck. Unless you harvest him by accident by being in the right place at the right time, you have to do a great deal of homework for that one particular buck. All trophy buck hunters first became successful deer hunters. Now, I have never had the time or money necessary to be a trophy buck hunter. My idea of being a successful deer hunter is to be able to put as much venison as I want on the table each year for my family while maintaining a good sense of deer management and abiding by all state laws and good hunting ethics. I truly love the venison almost as much as the actual hunt. There are certain deer to harvest and certain deer not to harvest, and the information in this book will explain all of this. If you are not a veteran deer hunter, begin by just trying to become a good, successful deer hunter. Concentrate on the trophy bucks only after you get the knowledge under your belt. That’s where the information in this book comes in. One of the quickest ways for a new—or just an unlucky—deer hunter to get discouraged and quit deer hunting all together is to go several times and not see deer. If you go deer hunting and at least see deer most of the time, then you are doing certain things right, and sooner or later you will see a buck. Being able to see deer when you go deer hunting will keep you motivated until you begin harvesting them. This book contains hundreds of helpful tips to help you do just that. I have tried to cover, at least to some degree, everything from planning your first hunt of the year to actually preparing the venison for the table (along with twenty-five great venison recipes for you to try). As you are reading this book, keep in mind that what may work for certain hunters doesn’t necessarily work for all hunters. Every hunter has his or her own bag of tricks, and you have to fill your trick bag with those that work for you. This book contains all of the tricks you’ll need to become a consistently successful whitetail deer hunter.

  The information found in this book is based on my forty years of whitetail deer–hunting experience as well as on my own research. This information is intended as guidelines to help get you on the path to learning all you can about the whitetail deer. You must realize that the whitetail will change his habits, do the unexpected, and flat-out surprise you. He is going to respond to all types of condition changes, and you will be left trying to figure out what changed and how he reacted to it in order to outsmart him. It is my sincere wish that all who read this book will feel that it was a worthwhile experience.


 

  INTRODUCTION

  For as long as I can remember, my favorite place to be has been in the woods. I enjoy the solitude, the peace and quiet, and the sounds that only the woods reveal when you are truly open to your environment. I love the absence of all of the sounds of the city: traffic, machines running, horns blowing, people shouting. Getting away from civilization makes me appreciate sounds like dewdrops falling sharply from leaves as a gray squirrel jumps from one limb to another on his route to begin his day. Or maybe it’s the rustling of a chipmunk in the leaves just before he dashes into a hollow log and then peeps out of a knothole that gets my attention. I have learned to love the sounds of a flock of wild turkey flying down from their roost and the sounds they make to one another as they calmly feed through the woods; I love the sounds made by a covey of quail as they peacefully feed their way across the forest floor. Even the woodpeckers add to the harmony of it all as they inspect the various trees. Occasionally I may hear a pack of coyotes on a distant ridge just before daybreak, exposing just how real and wild it all can be in the woods. I love to watch and listen to all the different types of birds that are constantly around me, seemingly with no fear at all. Often, as I walk to my stand before daylight, a lonely old owl will let me know that I may fool the deer, but I haven’t fooled him.

  One of the most exciting sounds you can hear, however, is the sound of a whitetail buck calling from a distant hillside, or the sound of his approaching footsteps in the leaves—or perhaps the clashing around of his horns on the surrounding limbs and small trees. On a cold, brisk November morning, on the fringes of a secluded field next to a woodline, suddenly you see a flash of white or a glare in the sunlight. It’s a big old whitetail buck with his breath steaming from his nostrils and his rack and body shimmering in the sunshine. You are all too aware of just how alert he is, ready to take flight in a second’s notice at the first hint of danger. If the sight of something like this doesn’t get your heart to racing and get you hooked on hunting for the whitetail deer, then this book just isn’t for you. This book is a stepping stone on your pathway to learning all you possibly can about the whitetail deer, and it will make you much more qualified and successful at hunting him. We will never learn all there is to know about the whitetail deer. I do feel very strongly, however, that the primary difference between a good, successful whitetail deer hunter and a poor one is directly related to the difference in the amount of knowledge they have about the animal versus the amount of knowledge they actually put into use. The more knowledge you absorb, retain, and put into play in your deer-hunting strategies, the more successful you will become. In an effort to be as thorough as possible in each chapter of this book, it was necessary to reemphasize certain information. Many aspects of the whitetail will apply to different chapters, so you will find various information in more than one chapter of the book for learning purposes. I felt this was advantageous for the total overall effect of the chapter—as well as because repetition is a very effective way of learning.


  SECTION I
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  BEFORE THE HUNT

  [image: ]

  [image: ]

  

   

   

  BEFORE THE HUNT

  Many years ago—more than I care to remember—I went on my first deer hunt. I was 18, and my uncle was introducing my cousins and me to whitetail deer hunting. Until he brought up the idea, none of us had ever even seen a whitetail deer in the wild, that we could recall—naturally, we knew what they looked like, but we had just never crossed paths with one.

  It was a weekend hunt, and I was using a borrowed rifle. It was midwinter and very cold, and I wore everything I could put on. The stand that my uncle had picked out for me was several hundred yards away from our camp, and my uncle failed to tell me to take my time getting there. Being excited about the hunt and anxious to shoot my first deer, I was in a hurry. I was in such a hurry to arrive at my stand on time that I was quite wet from sweat when I did get there. I guess I must have thought the deer would be at the stand waiting on me. In spite of how fast I was walking, I still happened to notice a section of corrugated tin that had blown off a nearby old barn, most covered by the tall grass in the field.

  I finally arrived at the stand, soaking wet, and climbed up into it. I tried to get situated before daylight. I remember feeling good about not being too cold, but failing to associate this false feeling of warmth with the speedy walk to get to my stand. The longer I sat there, the colder I got, and my wet clothes became a real burden. What I had hoped would be a wonderful experience was turning out to be one of my most miserable experiences to that point. I was shaking and moving around, trying to stay warm, when suddenly I heard a single tap on metal followed by two more extremely quick taps. I sat there trying to figure out what this sound could have been when suddenly, the answer came to me.

  I remembered the piece of tin partially hidden in the tall grass on my way to the stand. I visualized a deer walking in the tall grass and accidentally stepping on the tin. I figured the deer, after stepping on the tin with the first foot (thus the first beat on the metal), would quickly kick himself away or off of the tin with his two hind legs (thus the next two beats on metal). With this theory in mind, I decided to remain very alert and watch in the direction of the tin. About five minutes later, a nice seven-point buck walked up out of a creek bed on the far side of the field in the direction of the old barn and the tin. When I spotted him, I froze in amazement and was surprised that I had been able to perfectly read the situation. I’m not boasting, but merely pointing out a perfect example of beginner’s luck. The buck turned broadside to me and basically posed for the shot. I harvested my first buck and got hooked on whitetail deer hunting for life at the same moment, although I didn’t realize it then. I was so excited about my first buck that I lost the cold feeling. This first hunt meant more to me than I could ever express, then or now, and was truly one of those golden moments in my life. I wish this type of success to all new beginner deer hunters, so that they may become lifetime whitetail deer hunting enthusiasts as I have. Everyone needs a release, something that takes him or her away from the everyday grind of work and responsibilities, and whitetail deer hunting has been my escape. In these first few chapters, I relate many of the concerns you must deal with prior to the actual hunt—things you should do from the time you decide to go deer hunting until you actually leave with your weapon to hunt.
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  PREPARATION FOR THE HUNT

  I get a tremendous amount of pleasure out of merely preparing for my hunts. I start focusing my attention on hunting season several months ahead of time so I don’t forget anything. There are certain things that have to be done far ahead of the actual season, like applying for vacation time, leasing a piece of hunting property, doing substantial preseason scouting, and getting permission to hunt a certain area before someone else beats you to it. I think through a typical weekend hunting trip and try to imagine every situation that could arise. This process offers me the least degree of likelihood that I will forget something. Keep in mind that it is much better to have something along that you don’t need than it is to need something that you don’t have. You will develop your own method of getting ready for a hunt and beginning organizing this process, as I have done. If you wait until the last minute and merely throw things together, you not only will be half-prepared, but also will probably enjoy the trip less as a result.

  I use two standard lists each time I begin to prepare for my trip. One list is the basic items that I need for a one-day outing, while the other is everything I like to carry with me for the entire trip. Both of these lists are found in chapter 3. If you plan to be gone for the entire weekend or longer, you will also want to make up a grocery list and plan each meal out on paper.

  Be sure that all of your clothing is cleaned, descented, and placed in plastic bags, ready for hunting. Know what the weather forecast is, so you can plan to dress accordingly. It’s better to have too many clothes than not enough, and essential to have the right type of clothing to accommodate the weather. It’s important to wear fresh, clean clothes out each time you go on a hunt—the longer you wear the clothing, the more your scent saturates the fabric.

  It is extremely important to sight in your weapon and know how it performs. You must have it clean and in perfect, working order so that it will be a mere extension of yourself when the time comes. Bring along enough ammo, arrows, and other weapon accessories as needed. You should focus a great deal of attention in this area.

  Check all of your hunting and camping equipment to be sure that it is all in good working order. Your deer stand is one of the most important pieces of equipment—make sure it is safe to use at all times. Keep your cutting tools (knives, hatchets, axes, saws, etc.) sharp and cleaned. Be sure that light sources (flashlights, lanterns, etc.) are working properly, and that you have extra fuel and batteries. If you plan to camp and do some cooking, your cooking stove will need to be cleaned and ready for service.

  If you have a hunting camper like I do, be sure to stock it with all the items you feel you will need throughout the season. Naturally, you will restock food and clothing from hunt to hunt, but many things should be available all season as you need them.
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  Service up your four-wheeler and get it ready. If you use one, you know what a valuable piece of equipment it can be to a deer hunter.
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  You will need to remember certain items that may be necessary should you kill a deer. These include a carcass net, rubber gloves, an ice chest, ice, reuseable plastic storage bags, trash bags, rope, and a gambrel stick (or a piece of a tree limb between the two hind legs to hang your deer).

  Take whatever precautions are necessary to be sure that your vehicle is ready for the trip. Be sure that it is serviced and fueled, that the tires have been checked, and that everything is in good working order. You don’t want an automobile problem to ruin your trip. I drive a four- wheel-drive vehicle, but I still carry a come-along and chain and a couple of boards in case I should get my vehicle stuck. You should definitely do this if you don’t drive a four-wheel-drive vehicle.

  Make any necessary phone calls to the landowner or farmer to make them aware of your plans to be on their property on a specific date, and let them know approximately what time you plan to arrive. You must have a clear understanding with them about your hunting plans on their property, based on their restrictions or requirements.

  Whatever you do, don’t forget your license and any other necessary permission slips or permits. You certainly don’t want to shoot a nice deer and then find out that you left your license at home, especially if you live a great distance away from where you hunt.

  If there are things at home or work that need to be taken care of while you are away on your trip, be sure to make the necessary arrangements to have these taken care of. This could be something as simple as having your pets looked after or something as important as mailing a bill or picking up a loved one at the airport. You may need to leave a key out for the neighbor to be able to get inside to water your plants or feed your fish or cat. Think all of these things through so that your mind will be free to concentrate on your hunt.

  If you hunt alone, always try to have some type of emergency plan worked out with your spouse or some other loved one in case you don’t show up or call by a certain time. It’s a good idea to have a cellular phone with you (turned off) in case of an emergency. It’s also good to have a clear understanding of the route you normally take to wherever you hunt, so that, if necessary, someone can know where to start looking for you. It’s also a good idea for a loved one to have a general knowledge of the area you hunt in order to be able to find you in case of an emergency. Always carry a first-aid kit with you on your trip.

  Some people need certain prescription medication, eyeglasses, insulin shots, certain foods, and so on. Include these items when going on your trip, or you’ll just have to go back and get them.
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  PROPER HUNTING ATTIRE

  Place a great deal of importance on your hunting clothes and all other articles of clothing you should have with you on your trip. If you forget to take something you need, your trip could be ruined. Since you must dress for comfort, think through an entire day of hunting and night in camp, and then the total trip in general. Imagine yourself in each hypothetical situation, including rain, cold weather, warm weather, and even snow, depending on the time of year. You must dress for comfort, so with each hunt, you must evaluate potential weather changes in order to be ready for them. For example, if you anticipate rain, be sure to have rain gear along; if you expect the weather to start out cold and then warm up, don’t wear long johns, but do wear extra outer clothing that can be discarded if you get hot. The temperature could always drastically change, or a sudden storm could come up, so you need to be prepared. In addition to weather changes, you must also dress for quietness and camouflage or concealment. Try not to wear any type of clothing that is abrasive or that will make a lot of noise when you move in the woods.

  Wear good camouflage—preferably mixed patterns—to break up your image. Mixed patterns help you blend into the surroundings better. There are certain things not to do, such as wearing fall patterns in the dead of winter when all of the leaves are off the trees, or wearing snow camo if there is no snow. You must be sure not to wear or carry anything shiny that will reflect the sunlight; this is a dead giveaway to a deer. If your weapon has any type of finish that will reflect the sunlight, use a gun sock, camouflage wrapping, or some other type of camouflage to conceal it. Dress to fit in with where you will actually be hunting and the cover that will be around you.

  There is no limit to the amount of money you can spend on camouflaged clothing. You have options such as leafy wear for a 3D effect, fleecewear for added warmth and quietness, Scent-Loc clothing to help contain your body odor, and many, many different fall and winter camo patterns for mixing and matching. There are all types of blaze orange patterns, snowsuits, and all of the above in insulated or noninsulated jackets, pants, coveralls, shirts, caps, and so on. I recommend that you purchase your camouflage clothing a size or two larger than normal so that over the years of normal wear and numerous washings, they will still fit. This way, when you start adding that middle-age spread, or if you need to add an extra layer of clothing underneath, you won’t feel confined.

  When you are selecting your outer wear, such as your heavy jackets, parkas, coveralls, winter caps, and so on, consider what they contain to keep you dry and warm. While Thinsulate is probably the preferred choice for warmth since it is one-and-a-half to two times warmer than down and other polyester insulations when equal thicknesses are compared, there are other options to consider for keeping dry. Some are quieter than others—check them out carefully. Gore-Tex is probably my favorite because of my style of hunting, although saddle cloth is quieter and takes advantage of waterproof laminates to ward off moisture.

  The clothing you take along for warm-weather hunting should include a hunting shirt and trousers for each day you plan to hunt, along with underwear and socks for each day, plus one extra change in case you get one set wet. Take two or three caps depending on how long you plan to hunt. You should have a couple pairs of camouflage gloves and a camouflaged mask unless you prefer to use camo paint for your face and hands. You should take along a lightweight pair of coveralls and a lightweight jacket, and I usually throw in one heavy shirt or jacket in case the weather should take a drastic turn. Be sure to carry your rain gear and an extra pair of hunting boots in addition to the ones you normally wear in case you get one pair wet.

  If you are packing for a cold-weather hunt, take the same items that you would take on a warm-weather hunt, plus a pair of long johns for each day, as well as an extra pair in case you get one wet. You will want your heavier shirts and trousers plus a few good, warm sweatshirts; heavy coveralls and heavy jackets; two or three winter caps; a couple pairs of good, heavy, insulated gloves; and a good, warm facemask. Take your heaviest winter boots, as well as an extra pair in case you need it. Always have at least one pair of wet-weather boots along. Be sure to take enough thin cotton socks and thick wool socks.

  Be sure to wash your clothing in an unscented detergent. There are many unscented household detergents on the market that seem to work just fine, in addition to specialized hunting soaps. Don’t forget to wash the small items, such as your facemask, gloves, and cap. After washing all of your hunting clothes thoroughly, place them in a plastic bag with some type of cover scent to give them a natural odor such as might be found in the area where you will be hunting. Depending on where I will be hunting, I might use an earth scent, some pine needles, or oak leaves. You can use anything to help naturalize the odor to the area where you will sit and wait for your deer. Remember to wash off the bottoms of your hunting boots with an unscented soap; after they have dried, apply a cover scent to the boots’ bottoms. Each time you go back into your hunting camp, you will probably pick up foreign scents on the soles of your boots. Kerosene, Coleman fuel, cigarettes, tobacco, and any other things that may end up on the ground in camp that we may not think about are likely to end up on our boots. Always try to clean the bottoms of your boot soles before each hunt unless you pull them off as you leave the woods and wait until you reenter the woods to put them back on. Some hunters do this regularly, but doing so has always been difficult for me to remember, so I just try to remember to clean mine. Never wear your hunting boots in any situation other than when you are actually hunting. For example, don’t wear them to the gas station, where you walk on concrete that has had gasoline and other substances spilled on it.

  Take more than one cap with you on the trip so you can wear a clean cap when the other accumulates too much odor. I like to change caps at least daily, because humans perspire a great deal through our heads. In warm weather, wear lightweight caps to help reduce the perspiration through your scalp. In extremely cold weather, wear warm, waterproof caps to protect you from the elements. I prefer a Gore-Tex/Thinsulate combination: the Thinsulate keeps me warm, and the Gore-Tex keeps me dry. I have earflaps on my winter caps for when the weather becomes too unbearable, but normally I do not use them; I sacrifice a little comfort in this area for the additional hearing capability. I don’t like to compromise my sense of hearing, and I recommend this approach to anyone else who can deal with his or her ears being exposed.

  Wear a thin pair of cotton socks under a thick pair of wool socks inside a very good pair of cold-weather boots. I prefer Sorrel boots, the warmest boots I have ever used. They are fairly lightweight, and their rubber soles, with a thick, padded insert, are rated for 100° below zero. For years, my feet got cold—and if my feet got cold, then the rest of me was uncomfortable, too. It’s hard to stay warm when any part of you is cold. If your feet are cold or wet, you will be fidgeting around in an effort to stay warm and not be able to concentrate on your hunting. Since I discovered the Sorrel boots, I have had no problem staying warm each year. I cannot emphasize enough the importance of a very good pair of cold-weather boots. This is one item where you should spare no expense. If you are so cold that you have to fidget around to stay warm, you may as well have stayed in hunting camp for all the good you will do hunting. During bow season, when the weather is warm, you will want to wear a lightweight pair of hunting boots with a lightweight pair of cotton socks. There are pros and cons for rubber and leather. You should use what you feel works best for you based on your own body chemistry. Some people’s feet sweat more than others, and what works for some won’t necessarily work for all. Some argue that rubber boots hold odor and that each step forces the odor out the top of the boot, making rubber boots more likely to give your odor away to the deer. Others say leather boots absorb much of the odor to pass on to the deer: the more the leather absorbs, the stronger the odor the boot puts off. I personally prefer a lightweight leather boot for warm-weather hunting, because my feet tend to sweat less in them, and because leather boots are generally more comfortable to walk in for long periods. Just always remember to use a good cover scent on your boots. What boots you choose to wear are entirely up to you.

  At the end of hunting season, be sure to thoroughly wash all of your hunting clothes and put them away together in one place, simultaneously checking to see whether anything needs to be replaced or repaired. Well prior to next year’s hunt, you will want to take care of anything in the way of clothing that needs to be purchased, repaired, or replaced.
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  HUNTING GEAR AND ACCESSORIES

  Deer hunting, like anything else you do in life, requires a great deal of planning. Taking the time to sit down at the kitchen table or your office desk and make a list of everything you can imagine that you will need will pay off later. Mentally walk yourself through every aspect of your hunting trip, and as you do, note each item you see yourself needing. It’s better to have more than you need than to not have something that you need very badly. Keep this list and reuse it year after year. You will gradually be adding items to the list, and eventually you’ll have everything covered.

  
    	Every deer hunter should have his or her own personal list of gear and accessories to take along on his or her hunting trip. While many of these items are based on personal preferences, needs, and hunting techniques, there are several basic items that everyone should have along. Here are some things to be sure to have at your disposal if you are on a hunting trip lasting longer than a single day. The first list is compiled of items that you will want to take along with you into the field on your actual hunt.
      
        	Your weapon and any necessary accessories: for example, your bow, mechanical release, tab, glove, bow string wax, ample supply of bolts or arrows properly matched to your bow, broadheads, and quiver. If you are muzzleloader hunting, you need your rifle, projectiles (balls, bullets, or sabots), powder, primer caps, primer cap dispenser, ball starter, and quick loads. You may need a ball puller (depending on what type of rifle you use), as well as any tools necessary to break the gun down in the field for an emergency cleaning and reload, shoulder strap, scope covers, gun sock, and a ramrod. If you are rifle hunting, you want your rifle, ammunition, a sling, scope covers, and a camouflaged gun sock.

        	Butt-pack (fanny-pack) or, depending on how many items you plan to take, backpack

        	Field glasses

        	Flashlight, a small spare light, and extra batteries

        	Sharp knife with a sturdy handle for field-dressing purposes

        	25 to 30 feet of quarter-inch nylon cord or rope

        	Compass

        	License, kill tag, permission slips, maps, and so on

        	Small pair of pruning shears or small limb saw

        	Pair of rubber gloves

        	Plastic bags

        	Deer calls, rattle bag, or horns

        	Any scents or lures you choose to use

        	Camouflage gloves and facemask or camo paint

        	Safety belt or harness

        	Wind check dust or other means of checking the wind

        	Toilet tissue

        	Any medically required items such as glasses, hearing aids, or medicine

        	Munchies, beverages, cough drops, lozenges, and so on

        	Whistle, in case of an emergency

        	Blaze orange tape or glow tacks for marking blood trails and other things

        	Mosquito headnet if weather is warm

        	Portable climbing stand for those spur-of-the-moment hunting situations

        	Miscellaneous things like unscented insect repellent, hand- or footwarmers, range-finder, game finder, small toolkit, small first-aid kit, poncho or rainsuit, small camera, snake chaps, snakebite kit, handy wipes, and so on

      

      The following is a list of recommended items to have along on your camping trip that you will probably need but will not necessarily take into the field with you when you are actually hunting.

      
        	Means of cooking: camper with stove, Coleman or gas stove, grill for campfire, extra cooking fuel, and so on

        	Cooking paraphernalia: pans, plates, bowls, glasses, cups, forks, spoons, knives, butcher knife, spatula, coffeepot, and so on

        	Groceries: paper towels, toilet tissue, dishwashing liquid, bar soap, toothpaste, charcoal, starter fluid, ice, water, water dispenser, salt and pepper, any preferred spices for cooking, hot or mild sauce, steak sauce, butter, cooking oil, mayonnaise, mustard, coffee, cream, sugar, juices, soft drinks or other beverages, butt-pack items like munchies, food for quick meals and cooking meals, and so on.

        	Lanterns, flashlights, matches, and any other light source you prefer to take

        	Ice chests for keeping food cold, but also for if you kill a deer and the weather is too warm for the meat

        	Folding chairs or seats of some type

        	Foldout table of some type

        	Portable toilet seat

        	Tarp or rain-proof protection to cover camp area if not in a camper or tent

        	Zeroing-in items, such as targets, tape, or tacks to attach your target in place; sandbags; rifle rest of some type; ammunition or projectiles; adjustment tools; field glasses; spotting scope; and so on

        	Cleaning kit for weapon and plenty of cleaning rags and oil

        	Bedding, including pillow, sleeping bag, blankets, quilts, sheets, towels, and washcloths

        	Toiletries: toothbrush, hair brush or comb, cotton swabs, eyeglass cleaner, and so on

        	Knife-sharpening kit, sharpening stone, or tool

        	Firestarter logs in case the weather is wet and you want a fire of some type

        	Alarm clock with an extra backup alarm clock

        	Extra batteries for any battery-operated item

        	Items for skinning your deer: gambrel stick, nylon rope, pulley, block and tackle, or some way to hang your deer for skinning purposes, a good skinning knife, a container for water to wash any hair or excess blood or dirt, trash bags to place the meat in to keep it clean, ice chest and ice to keep it cool until you can get it to a cooler

        	Butchering your deer is normally not done on the trip, but circumstances could necessitate this task, and it never hurts to be prepared: a good sharp butcher knife, smaller knife for cutting the meat away from the bone and trimming any unwanted fat, cutting board, small bone saw, plastic wrap, freezer wrap, and plastic bags (for storing your deer)

      

    

    	Place a great deal of importance on the quality of the hunting gear you invest in. If you choose the proper gear, you can get a lifetime of use out of much of it, especially if you take proper care of it. There is a wide variety of just about anything you might need in the way of gear, so you need to compare items and try to pick what will work best for you. Don’t be afraid to take advantage of money-back guarantees and thirty-day free trials and, if something is not doing what it was designed and promised to do, to send it back for a full refund and try another. But don’t fall for gimmicks—and ask a lot of questions about the item. If a bottle of deer scent states that it is 100 percent guaranteed to be pure doe-in-estrous urine, feel comfortable that it is what it is claimed to be and not from a herd of goats. Check the company out and find out if they have ever been reported to BBB or consumer affairs. Ask other hunters about certain companies and products. Other hunters can be one of the best sources of all so long as you keep in mind that what works for some doesn’t necessarily work for all.

    	Be totally familiar with your state’s requirements concerning wearing blaze orange during hunting season. There are many cases of people getting accidentally shot that could have been prevented had they been wearing the required amount of blaze orange during hunting season. To find this information out, contact your state’s wildlife resources agency or your game and fish department. Either of these agencies should be able to help you. The proper amount of blaze orange or reflective clothing is a must during gun season with as many hunters as there are in the woods these days—many of them inexperienced.

    	Use topography maps, aerial photographs, your own notes based on your scouting, and conversations with friends, hunters, farmers, landowners, and others. Speak with the fish and game department, wildlife resources agency, forestry services, and so forth about this year’s hunt and any interesting property location. Study and cross-reference all of this material in an effort to select the best possible hunting locations. This briefcase or folder of information is a vital part of your hunting gear and should always be taken along on any hunt lasting longer than a single day.

    	Always keep your equipment in good, working order. Be sure to clean, oil, and adjust your equipment as often as necessary. There are many outdoor conditions that could affect your weapon, such as light moisture, fog, dew, drizzling rain, humidity, and dust, to name a few. If anything gets wet while you are out hunting, be sure to clean and oil it as soon as you get back to camp. Your weapons especially require a great deal of care, and what type of weapon you’re using determines just how much care is involved. Muzzleloader rifles, for example, should be cleaned after each day’s hunt and prepared for the next day’s hunt. If you didn’t fire it during the day, it’s a good idea to go ahead and discharge it when you get back to camp and clean it thoroughly. This way, the next morning, you can pop two or three caps to be sure it is clear and load a fresh, dry load of powder and ball or bullet, giving you more confidence in your weapon for the hunt. Keep your blade edges sharp and well oiled at all times. Your broadheads should be sharpened on a regular basis and only used with sharp blades. Be sure your flashlight has strong batteries so you don’t get halfway to where you are going and run out of light. Take precautions to make sure that all screws, nuts, bolts, and other fasteners on your tree stand, bow, guns, and so on are all tight and safe to use. These are just a few examples of some of the attention you must devote to your equipment. Use common sense and read your instruction manuals for proper care and maintenance.

    	You can greatly improve your accuracy and overall enjoyment of the hunt by using a good scope on your rifle or muzzle-loader. There are many good scopes on the market, and you’ll just have to experiment and research the best one for you. Some scopes have wide fields of view as opposed to the more standard circular fields, and some have a much clearer field of view than others. Some are more conducive to low-light situations than others. You may choose a variable scope with a manual power adjustment, or a fixed-power scope. If you still want the capability of open sights in a rare situation, you will need see-through mounts for your scope. Try to select a scope that is waterproof, fog-proof, and shock-proof. Be sure to add lens covers to your scope; for these, I suggest the flip-up type, which remain on your scope at all times. When you need to sight or shoot, you just flip the covers up and out of your field of view. When you purchase your scope, it is a good idea to take your rifle in and have them mount and boresight your scope for you unless you want to purchase a boresight yourself. The boresighting should get your first shot on the target so you can fine-tune the scope adjustment from there.

    	It is important to have a sling on your weapon for more than one reason. If you shoot a deer and have to drag it out, you will need to be able to throw your weapon over your shoulder, leaving both hands free. The more you walk throughout the day’s hunt, the heavier your weapon becomes, and the more you depend on your sling. In some cases, the sling also helps with shot placement.

    	Always know how your weapon shoots before taking it on a hunt. Spend whatever time with it in the field necessary to become comfortable with your own capability with it. Get it zeroed in as perfectly as you can, and then—only then—are you ready to take it on the hunt. Take all your weapons out prior to hunting season each year to check and see if they are still zeroed in from the previous year. I can’t imagine sitting on a deer stand and having any confidence at all if I have not previously checked my weapon on the range or somewhere else suitable.

    	Certain weapons can be quite loud, and it is extremely important to soundproof them in every way possible. Some bows are bad about this, so the use of various materials—Velcro, cloth camouflage tape, rubber, and so on—can quiet them down, as can oiling or tightening certain screws. As you make your draw, as you make your release, and as you shoot the weapon, try to concentrate on any noise to determine where it is coming from. Once you locate the problem, try to use whatever means necessary to silence the problem. A gun sock will muffle most of the sounds that your gun makes, since most of these noises are due to hitting the rifle against another object; the gun sock will cushion the hit and quiet it down. Your tree stand can be very noisy, especially during setup or takedown. Practice putting it up and taking it down to get so proficient at it that you can even do it in the dark (as you will often have to) and to pinpoint excessive noise locations. Apply whatever materials necessary to wherever necessary on the stand to solve the problem. When you have your stand packed up and on your back, be sure it doesn’t rattle.

    	It is very important to practice with the same projectiles that you plan to hunt with. Many hunters practice shooting their bow with field points to keep their broadheads sharp for hunting, but the arrows or bolts will fly differently with broadheads than with field points. Always practice with the same broad-heads that you plan to hunt with. The same strategy applies to ammunition: be sure to zero in or check your weapon with the same type and grain of ammunition that you plan to use in the field. Any deviation can make a difference and cost you that buck. When muzzleloader hunting, be sure to use the same number of grains of powder that you practice with or zero your gun in with, as well as the same grain and type of ball or sabot or whatever you will be using in the field. You should check your weapon far ahead of opening day of deer season to be able to solve any problems you might have with the weapon. If a part is worn or broken or defective for any reason, you need time to repair or replace it before you need it for the hunt.

    	Prior to hunting in the rain, take some preventive maintenance steps, such as lubricating any movable parts on your weapon. When you are hunting in the rain, take precautions to keep your weapon as dry as possible. Keep the muzzle pointed toward the ground to try to keep water from going down the barrel. If you are muzzleloader hunting, it is imperative that you keep your powder dry; otherwise, you are just wasting your time, since wet powder won’t ignite. Keep your quick loads and powder dispenser in a resealable plastic bag to keep them dry, and do the same for your primer caps and projectiles. If you expect to be hunting in the rain, take along a lightweight camo rain poncho to hold over your gun to keep it dry, or tuck your gun up under your normal rain gear—but keep your powder dry. Keep your bowstring waxed and any movable parts well lubricated.
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