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To my mom (Jessica Setbon) and to Dave Weeks (a.k.a. Boondoggleman), the people behind my interest in lanyards.







Introduction




A Little Bit of History

No one really knows when the first lanyard was created. Lanyards are a subcategory of knots. Naturalists have recorded that orangutans make knots for pleasure. Perhaps an orangutan created a box stitch at one time in history. During the Great Depression, the jobless crafted lanyards as a form of make-work, and they used the word “boondoggle” for their creations. Lanyards were such a trend in the late 1920s that even the Prince of Wales (later Edward VIII) wore a boondoggle around his scout hat.


My Story

My personal journey with plastic lace crafts started when I was a child in 2003. I noticed my neighbor’s unusual lanyard that alternated between a circle and a box. That lanyard made me realize that this craft had creative potential, and I was hooked immediately. I asked my mom to teach me the basic box stitch. It wasn’t as easy as I thought it would be, but soon I started making basic shapes. After I exhausted what my mom had to teach me (not very much), we searched online and found boondoggleman.com, a website where Dave Weeks posted his work. After a few months, I learned everything I could from him as well, so I started inventing several new techniques, which I now share online. The process of developing these new methods greatly increased my confidence.

Then I moved on to making large sculptures—such as a snake, a bird, and the Eiffel Tower—from plastic lace. Each project involved at least a week of hard work. I contacted Boondoggleman and sent him photos of my sculptures. To my surprise, he replied and asked me if he could add them to his site. His recognition increased my motivation, and I set myself a goal of creating a dragon. l prepared for that by producing some introductory projects, such as a unicorn and a lion, which took two months. Then I asked, what’s next?

By 2014, I had completed a chess set (that took nine months) and created my first human figure (a manga character called Naruto). That same year I launched my LanYarD YouTube channel by explaining how to create my dragon—that thirty-five-part tutorial took seventy-two hours of video and two full years to produce!

From 2014–2017, I explored the theoretical concepts of plastic lace craft, some mathematical theorems behind it, and some general concepts, such as the color combinations I discuss in Chapter 4. To me, considering the theoretical underpinnings of lanyards are no less important than creating them—I’m just as interested in understanding why I do this work as I am in creating something artistic.

In 2018–2019, I finished another manga figure (Itachi), a Pikachu, and Mega Lucario, one of my favorite Pokémon (which took me around thirteen months). I feel that my lanyards were less interesting in late 2019 and early 2020; perhaps the COVID-19 situation affected my creativity.

In January 2021, I jumpstarted my process by setting a theme for each year’s work. While previously I aimed to create precise forms that matched clear visions of the final projects, in 2021 my goal was to use general knots, not just classic lanyard stitches. Over that year, instead of working on one project for months, I created four to five small projects each day. I compare this approach to the double pendulum motion (or butterfly effect) in mathematics: each small change can lead to a totally different and complex outcome. Because I was working on small projects, I was able to create more than a hundred items and to observe my style developing.

When January 2022 arrived, I made another change in artistic direction and decided to use cords without any knots. The project Knot-Free Lanyard—the first example in Chapter 7—is one such creation. Later in 2022, I searched for ways to incorporate simplicity into the complex designs of the previous year. Then I started testing a new technique: melting the plastic cords with an electric hot air gun (it doesn’t burn the plastic). This changes the cord’s shape and—together with the simplicity of working without knots—can lead to very interesting results.

After many years of being highly repetitive and exact and always using standard stitches in plastic lace crafts, I was inspired to break out and do something different. In some ways my recent works might be like Arnold Schoenberg’s atonal compositions, which are ugly to some ears because they break the rules of tonality. To me, standard stitches are like classical tonality, and I wanted to break the monotony of using lanyards in a conventional way.

By not knowing what the outcome of a project will be, I rediscovered the adventure of creating something new and unexpected. The experience is like listening to a new piece of music or reading an unfamiliar story.
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