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Dear haiku journal:
 This could be my last entry
 if I have rabies.

A stray dog bit me
 while I delivered the mail.
 Should have used the mace.

“He was a mailman
 and a struggling poet
 who died by dog bite.”
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The dog seemed homeless.
 It looked like a rabid wolf,
 hungry for mailmen.

I kicked and he ran  — 
 but not before he bit off
 a big chunk of calf.
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I finished the route,
 hobbling to each mailbox,
 and thinking of Rose.
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Rose is my lady,
 but she might not know it yet
 since we’ve yet to speak.

I’m introverted
 and I would guess she is, too,
 judging by her mail.

We differ in ways.
She subscribes to Cat Fancy.
I get Dog Fancy.

I limp through her yard
 and as I fill her mailbox,
 she opens her door.

With her lovely smile,
 Rose greets me with a hello.
I nod back and leave.
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