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  God Is Individual Consciousness


  The Unfolding of God is the object of our classwork...the unfolding of YOUR OWN CONSCIOUSNESS...the Revelation WITHIN YOUR OWN BEING...THE REVELATION OF YOUR OWN BEING. This is not an experience that takes place from me to you. It is an experience that takes place WITHIN YOUR OWN BEING.


  The Kingdom of God is WITHIN YOU. As a matter of fact, you are the individualization of ALL THAT GOD IS. “All that I have is thine.” So classwork is to REVEAL THE INFINITE INVISIBLE WITHIN YOU to that part of you which we call the outer or the human being. Of course, it is not a human being at all. It is Divine Being. But the world interprets the human scene as a human one, so that what is appearing to the world as a human...as you or as me...is now receiving from within the depth of its own being, the revelation of its true nature. And Truth that is True is Universal.


  The impartation, then, in this work, is not the work of the intellect, and your receiving this is not in the realm of the intellect. This is Divine Consciousness revealing Itself AS INDIVIDUAL BEING. In talking to this class, I am talking to a state of consciousness on the level of my own, because otherwise you would not be here. And if I were talking down to you feeling that you know less than I, then I would not be here.


  The Master said—“Those who have ears, let them hear; those who have eyes, let them see.” And as I did not go out seeking you, it must be that you who are here are of the same state of consciousness as I am, and ready for the same unfoldment and revelation from Mind.


  None of us could give this Truth to just anyone, because—“The things of God are foolishness with men.” Never doubt that for a moment. The Things of God are foolishness with men. And if you are in agreement with what we say here tonight, you are merely in agreement with the Things of God. On the other hand, to those who have not been led here...those who are not yet ready for this particular unfoldment and revelation of God...what we say tonight would sound foolish and ridiculous.


  Do not try yourselves to teach this message for at least one month. Let it solidify AS YOUR OWN INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. In a month from now it can be really your own. If you should try to teach it right away, you would be teaching only what I have SAID. But if you will wait a month, or two or three, and let the words of it go round and round in your own consciousness until you CATCH THE INNER VISION OF what takes place here, then it will become YOUR OWN. You won’t teach it then in my language, in my words, or use my experiences. It will become your individual unfoldment of the SAME TRUTH.


  Now about this teaching...you know in metaphysics you cannot teach the LETTER of Truth and get far. In metaphysics THE TEACHING IS THE IMPARTATION OF SPIRITUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. Unless the teaching has actually become MY OWN CONSCIOUSNESS, you will not be able to take it in. In other words, if I give you something that I have heard or read or memorized, it will cause no response within you. The only Truth which you will receive in consciousness is that which is a LIVING PART OF MY OWN BEING, You will catch the FIRE of That and it will take root in you.


  Therefore, you cannot succeed in teaching this until it has first taken root in you and become the very fibre of your own being. One of the sad things in metaphysical practice is that we make statements to ourselves and to patients which we have not really demonstrated within ourselves and which have become no part of our consciousness.


  Suppose we say — “There is no error.” Now, there is no more profound Truth in the world than the statement — “There is no error” — and in the very voicing of it, the whole mortal universe should collapse. But it doesn’t. Over and over we hear it said – “There is no error” — yet the old world goes right on in the same old way. Why? Because it is not an idea EMBODIED in consciousness.


  A practitioner may say to a patient — “There is only one Life and That is God. This thing is the Christ Appearing. This suggestion is not a Reality and is no part of your being.” When the practitioner has the CONVICTION and CONSCIOUSNESS of that, very, very often the error disappears...the disease, sin or lack disappears. However, if the practitioner merely repeats what he has heard and what he has read in books and has remembered and is only hoping and wishing it were true — THAT WILL HAVE NO POWER. No! The Things of God are foolishness with men.


  We must now add — “The things of men are foolishness with God.” Try to remember that when you take any of your human problems to God, you are making yourself ridiculous. The minute you try to think in terms of a sick body being made well by God, or of unemployment being solved by God, or of a war being stopped by God, or of your favorite candidate being elected by God...THAT IS RANKLY FOOLISH.


  The things of men...the things of this Adam-dream...this world existence...are UNKNOWN to God. That is what makes healing possible...disease has no real existence. Inevitably, when disease and distress hit up against a consciousness that KNOWS this Truth, they fall because of their own nothingness.


  Another thing about class works In the Christian Science field a student gets to go through class instruction with only one teacher and he never again can go through the class unless for some reason that teacher is set down by the Mother Church organisation.


  The result of this is partly good and partly bad. If you happen to get one of the really fine teachers, you are set. This rule keeps you from wandering all over and going from teacher to teacher aimlessly. Normally you will stay with that one teacher until his teaching and instruction has taken root and become a part of your consciousness and has externalized itself in harmonious affairs in your world.


  The bad part of the rule is that, in the event you do not get one of the good teachers, you miss out for life and must go through the rest of your human experience without being properly taught. The only thing you can do is pray that you will be reincarnated and then have another chance with another teacher!


  Now in the metaphysical world outside of Christian Science you have the opposite extreme. You have no supervision. You are free to come and go and run here and there. The result is that there is a continuous running back and forth from one teacher to another and then again to another, often without giving any one teaching a chance to take hold in consciousness. This does not permit any teaching to really implant itself in consciousness.


  That, of course, is the bad side. That is where liberty comes down, sometimes, to license. We must have liberty, but we must also use it wisely.


  In my particular work there is no rule one way or the other. There is no rule limiting anyone to this teaching or to these classes. Nor is there any rule that prevents anyone from going through the classwork with as many different teachers as he may wish. But I would like to say this from the standpoint of my eighteen years of experience in teaching and imparting unfoldment. Try not to be one of those who run back and forth from teacher to teacher and teaching to teaching, from book to book.


  Yet I do not mean to limit yourself. Go to those to whom you feel drawn...sit at the feet of the Master and take it in. BUT— give it a fair chance to do something within your own consciousness. Then if you find it has not met your need, do not run immediately to the next teacher coming to town. PRAY TO GOD ...GO WITHIN YOUR OWN CONSCIOUSNESS. Pray — “Father, lead me to the one...to the teacher...to MY teacher.” Then when someone appears on the scene and you feel drawn to his teaching, or if you find a book and say — “This is my message!” — go ahead. It is in the line of progress — YOUR progress.


  BUT ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT TEACHING AND BEING TAUGHT, IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD, ARE ACTIVITIES!


  The import and purpose of this teaching is to unfold YOUR SOUL to your individual BEING. It is to unfold and develop the Soup Capacities OF YOUR OWN BEING. You must select a teacher of metaphysics with much more care than you would select a voice teacher or language teacher or dramatic teacher. You should select a spiritual teacher with the same care you select a mate, a profession or a religion. There is nothing more sacred than spiritual teaching. There is nothing that will do more to lift you and me out of our mortal, material sense of life than correct spiritual teaching.


  For the teacher, this is a Sacred Ministry. A teacher must so live as to be able to impart Divine Realities. As I have said before, that can be done only from a state of consciousness which is acting it and living it. On the student’s part it is a Sacred Ministry in that it means the development of HIS OWN SOUL. It means lifting one out of the dangers, diseases, lack and limitations of mortal existence. How very careful you should be in the selection of your teachers!


  BE LED OF THE SPIRIT. Do not, on the one hand, feel restricted or limited, so that you feel when you have been through one class you never can go through another with another teacher. On the other hand, do make it a matter of Sacred Rite...the Search for this spiritual teacher.


  Then, when you have had some instruction, or have found a book, sit still with it for a while. Give it an opportunity to work WITHIN YOU. The mere reading of a book or listening to a teacher will not reveal the depths of the Message.


  The subject of this two weeks! classwork is CONSCIOUSNESS UNFOLDING. That is the title of this classs: CONSCIOUSNESS UNFOLDING...YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS...GOD Consciousness unfolding individually AS YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS.


  Consciousness unfolding means God Revealing...God Disclosing Itself to you. Infinite Indivisible Consciousness revealing Itself AS INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. Unfolding, disclosing Itself AS INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS.


  Now, you will recall that Spiritual Consciousness is the consciousness from which world beliefs have disappeared in some measure. You will remember that Christ Consciousness is the state of consciousness which no longer reacts to something in the outer realm.


  Therefore, class work is an INDIVIDUAL matter and must be attained through individual effort—YOUR EFFORT. There can be no such thing as “the success of this class.” It can only be THE SUCCESS OF YOU AS AN INDIVIDUAL, and that success will come about in proportion as you attain some measure of Spiritual Consciousness.


  Now let us make a beginning because this is something that must be EXPERIENCED, not told, and you are the one who is to have the experience. You are Infinite, Spiritual Consciousness. YOU ARE THE LAW UNTO YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE. Nothing external...nothing existing as effect...can have power or jurisdiction over you. You are the law unto IT. Therefore, when you love, hate, or fear something in the external, you are hypnotized into a state of mortal consciousness.


  We look at a dollar bill as money. In the human picture it is, of course, the most sought after thing there is on earth. First money, then sex. These are the things that the world, as a human world, goes after ferociously. Mortal consciousness...material consciousness...sense consciousness...means putting value into this dollar bill and saying—“This will do so much for me!”


  But Spiritual Consciousness pays no attention to it. It says—“Supply is MY INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS...it is the GOD CONSCIOUSNESS INDIVIDUALIZED AS ME. Therefore, regardless of what my need may seem to be—whether a dollar bill or a yacht—IT MUST UNFOLD FROM THE INFINITY OF MY CONSCIOUSNESS! Therefore I take no thought either for a dollar bill or for a yacht.”


  You have to learn to take that attitude and you have to practice it until it becomes a REALITY. This attitude is not humanly natural. It is something you are BEHOLDING. A child will throw a twenty dollar gold piece out of the window because he has not yet learned to put a value on such things. His sense of value is LOVE...the love he has for his mother and father. That is his supply and he knows it. And as long as that love...that bond...is there between child and parent, the daily food, the clothes and the home, all come along as a matter of course. Therefore LOVE is a child’s sense of supply. Only as he grows out of this sense of love will supply become fifty cents or a million dollars, with the parents no longer in the picture.


  We must go back to that sense we had in our childhood days. The Master told us that we must be “as a little child.” So let us come back to the point where we no longer see the dollar bill, but begin to see that Love...Consciousness... Spirituality...is our Supply...that as long as we have the Presence of Love, we will have all these things “added unto us.”


  So there is one step in the Unfoldment and Revelation of God...Divine Consciousness APPEARING AS LOVE and meeting our so-called human needs, You can see that for a while, every time you handle money, you are going to have consciously to remember that IT is NOT supply...that it is THE EFFECT OF LOVE...it is the EFFECT of the Presence of God APPEARING AS YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS. You will in this way gradually develop yourself to the point where to you a dollar bill is NOT the Reality of your supply.


  A Hindu couple took up the spiritual life and with their begging bowls set out upon the Way. One day while walking along the road, the husband in front and the wife just behind him, the man bent over, picked something up from the dirt, rubbed it on his robe and put the object in his pocket. The wife quickly came to him and asked what he had found. He showed her a diamond. Her rebuke was swift and sharp—“We are living the spiritual life! In what way is the diamond you kept of greater value than the dirt you rubbed off?”


  The value is not in the diamond. The value is in OUR CONSCIOUSNESS which is the Substance and the Form and the Principle and the Law unto the diamond. As long as “I” exist and “I” is GOD—I will be the LAW manufacturing, in whatever form is necessary, that which is my need.


  We now go on from here, following along this same idea. Someone out here says—“I am sick. Give me help.”


  Please follow me here! In this work you are going to have to give up much of your old way of working if you are to succeed in that which I am showing you now. We are going to part company here with the old system, forms and thoughts which in the past we have entertained about healing work.


  Heretofore when someone has said—“I do not feel well”—you have immediately denied it perhaps. NOW WE ARE GOING TO LEARN NOT TO DENY IT! We are not going to deny it. We are not going to put up a “wall” against illness.


  Instead, we will say—“What about it? Is it power? Is it a presence? Is it a reality? Or is all power the CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL, which is THE LAW OF HEALTH? And this growth, or this pain, or this lack out here...is IT a law? NO...IT IS NOT!”


  And so, right from the beginning, we are going to realize THAT with every claim... with every call that is made upon us for help. We might Bay to ourselves—“So what?” Anything that will help us to “agree with our adversary.” The Healing Principle, remember, is—AGREE WITH THINE ADVERSARY. You cannot FIGHT anything that you agree with. You cannot wrestle or battle with it. The moment you fight it, or wrestle or battle with it, you are SETTING UP an adversary rather than coming into agreement or at-one-ment with what APPEARS TO BE ERROR, but which in reality is only an illusion, if there could be reality to an illusion!


  Actually, the moment you fight or battle error in any form, you have set it up and there is no telling how long the ‘healing’ will take. The only instantaneous healings are the ones that take place when the consciousness of the practitioner KNOWS...is CONVINCED...that there is no power or presence to that thing claiming to be an erroneous manifestation.


  Is there such a thing as healing possible while you are believing in or ‘healing’ the condition? No! Healing comes in recognition that THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL IS GOD. Or, that GOD IS THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL. Thus the consciousness of the individual is THE LAW UNTO EVERY CONDITION. In Bible language—“He that is within Me is greater than he that is in the world.”


  Follow this. CONSCIOUSNESS...GOD...THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL...IS ALWAYS THE LAW. It is always the Presence. It is always the Reality. And even if something does appear externally, even apparently concretely, it still is only EFFECT. As effect it cannot be LAW. As effect it cannot be CAUSE. As effect it cannot be POWER. No effect in the world has power over another effect. That is also Spiritual Law. No effect in this world has power or jurisdiction over another effect.


  CONSCIOUSNESS is given ALL power. All Power is that which comes from on high. God gave man DOMINION. In other words, GOD...UNIVERSAL CONSCIOUSNESS, gave man, individualized Spiritual Consciousness, ALL POWER over everything that exists in the realm of effect, whether a tiny flower or a great big planet in the sky.


  The moment you acknowledge something in the realm of effect as having dominion over you, you have made that a law for yourself and you suffer from it until you reverse that stand and realize that it is IMPOSSIBLE that “I”...THE FULLNESS OF GOD MADE MANIFEST...THE INFINITE SON OF GOD...“I” of whom God said—“All that I have is thine” IT IS IMPOSSIBLE that this “I” should be at the mercy...should be a victim...of ANYTHING in the outer realm, or of any one or any condition or any set of conditions.


  As you realize that God...Infinite Divine Consciousness...IS the consciousness of the individual and IS the Law unto the universe...only in that degree do you take possession of your life and have some degree of mastery over it. Otherwise, you are the victim of some form of government, some amount of dollars, of germs, infection, or contagions. Only in the degree that I can REALIZE my Oneness with God...only in the degree that I can realize that I...RIGHT HERE...am the very Presence of God acting as a Law unto MY universe...only in that degree can I take charge of my existence.


  Now, to give up fear of ANYTHING in the world of effect is the first step in attaining Christ Consciousness. This Christ Consciousness has no fear of a disease or a sin...no horror of it. It just says—“Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no more.” “What hinders you? Pick up your bed and walk.” And Why? Because in this way one agrees with the adversary and acknowledges that the ONLY power is the consciousness of the individual.


  I want you to see this...that where God Is, I AM...that “I and the Father are One” ...that “The place whereon I stand is Holy Ground”...that “If I make my bed in hell,” I—GOD—AM THERE. And that “I AM”—RIGHT THERE—is a Law unto everything appearing as the external universe or as the universe of effect.


  Therefore I say that success in this can come to you only in the degree that you are willing to begin putting this into practice by night and by day...so that every time you see a dollar bill you will say to yourself—“I am wise to you. I won’t get hung on THAT nail any morel” And every time you see, in the external scene, sin, disease, lack or limitation, instead of jumping in to give it a treatment, you just laugh and say—“No, sir! You are not fooling me! You exist as an effect of some kind or other, but you are only the tracks coming together and if I could see you AS YOU ARE, the tracks would be in their place all right. My eyes are not fooling me anymore!”


  Do not give treatments! Do not give treatments to God and His Universe! AND THERE IS NO OTHER! PRAY WITHOUT CEASING! PRAYER IS THE UNFOLDMENT OF YOUR OWN CONSCIOUSNESS. Prayer is God disclosing Itself to you. Prayer is God revealing Its Truth to your individual awareness.


  The Spiritual Universe must now unfold Itself to you. You must not be concerned with what is going on in the human world. By this I do not mean you to hide your head in the sand. We still go about our affairs, doing things according to our HIGHEST SENSE OF RIGHT. But we have no concern as to how it comes out after we have lived up to our highest sense of right.


  ALWAYS REMEMBER THIS! There is an Unseen, Invisible Universe that from now on must disclose Itself to you, because—from now on—THAT IS WHAT WE ARE SEEKING. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God.” It does not say “diseased blood and diseased flesh.” It does not differentiate here...it just says “flesh and blood.” NOTHING that exists as a form can inherit the Kingdom of God...can come into the AWARENESS of the Kingdom of God. NOTHING that exists to your mortal sense can ever be brought into the Kingdom of God. So there is just no use trying to improve HUMAN conditions.


  We are dedicated now to another purpose. It is to the unfoldment, the revelation of God and the Spiritual Universe unfolding as our individual consciousness. There IS an Infinite, Invisible Universe. There IS a world of Spiritual Ideas. Strangely enough, this world has no relationship to what you see, hear, touch, taste, and smell. What we identify out here in this world of sense is the DISTORTED VIEW of the Divine Ideas...of That Real Universe which is “seen through a glass darkly”...seen through a DARK glass. Yes, it is THAT WORLD ITSELF out here—but seen through a glass darkly. YET RIGHT WHERE YOU APPEAR TO BE, GOD IS! Right where every bit of this mortal phenomena seems to be, the Spiritual Universe is. We are but beholding it “through a glass darkly” and calling it mortal and material. In its Real Essence it is Spiritual...Divine.


  That is why we do not have to give treatments. Will you believe me if I bell you that NOBODY in the whole history of metaphysics has ever changed one condition of Reality with all of his treatment? Do you believe me, that not one single improvement has ever been made in the entire Spiritual Realm through treatment? TREATMENTS of themselves are of no value...BUT PRAYER IS!


  Prayer is the DISCLOSING OF THE DIVINE REALITY to our individual consciousness. TURNING WITHIN...WATCHING...ALWAYS LISTENING FOR THE DIVINE REALITY...THAT is the secret of Spiritual Living. And that is the secret that ultimately discloses to us GOD AS OUR INDIVIDUAL BEING. It is Consciousness...God...unfolding...disclosing, revealing Itself as our individual selfhood. And in This exist only Harmony, Peace, Joy, Power and Dominion.


  We read in John, Chapter VI:


  



  After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His miracles which He did on them that were diseased. And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there He sat with His disciples. And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lifted up His eyes, and saw a great company come unto Him, He saith unto Philip, ‘Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?’ And this He said to prove him, for He Himself knew what He would do.


  Philip answered Him, ‘Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.’ One of His disciples Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, saith unto Him, ‘There is a lad here which hath five barley loaves and two small fishes; but what are they among so many?’ And Jesus said, ‘Make the men sit down.’


  



  There you are faced with an appearance of material limitation. Our first answer is—“I have only fifty cents and I need five dollars!” That is where mortal, material sense starts worrying itself into what the world calls ulcers. Now, in this picture that we are drawing, we do as the Master did. We know what we must do. We turn away from the old picture. Will fifty cents or five dollars really meet our need? Is that what is necessary to have with which to meet our need? OR IS IT THE PRESENCE OF A DIVINE CONSCIOUSNESS APPEARING AS INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS? Is it not THAT Which will meet our need?


  If you will remember this lesson you will never again look for loaves or fishes or coins or bills or judge by finite sense or finite numbers, the depth and boundlesness of God’s Universe. We have found, not how to take a few loaves and fishes and multiply them into a lot. WE HAVE FOUND THE LAW OF LOVE.


  Finite sense will start with a hundred dollars and say—“When I have a million dollars...”, perhaps, until it finally ends up with ulcers. No...No matter how much you multiply loaves and fishes—or dollars—you never will be satisfied. Satisfaction will come only when you can look at what you have in the external realm and say—“That is not my need. My need is the recognition that WITHIN me is the Kingdom of God. Within my consciousness is the Spiritual Universe, and from out of the depth of MY CONSCIOUSNESS flows the Infinity of my Being.” It has nothing to do with loaves and fishes.


  This takes practice, because again and again we are going to be tempted to look at the loaves and at fishes and say—“I have; you have; I have not; I want.” Then we must remember not to be tempted, but to turn away from numbers and amounts and degrees and REALIZE—NOTHING out there will meet my need. NO amount will meet my need. My need is only to be met by the REALIZATION OF THE INFINITY OF MY OWN CONSCIOUSNESS.


  Then we shall be dying daily to mortal, material sense and will be re-born of the Spirit. In other words, Spirit will become the TANGIBLE SUBSTANCE to you. Consciousness will become the tangible Substance...the form and the amount of everything in the external realm. And because Consciousness is INFINITE, Its Appearance will be Infinitely Manifest.


  Infinite Consciousness cannot appear as only one idea or two ideas and so on. IT MUST APPEAR AS ALL THE IDEAS YOU WILL EVER NEED THROUGHOUT ALL ETERNITY! Consciousness cannot appear as one number or two. It must appear as ALL the numbers you will ever have need of from now throughout Eternity.


  Infinite Consciousness cannot appear as only one idea or two ideas. So you see, we are not using Spiritual Truth to multiply a few pieces of matter. We are TURNING AWAY from the belief that there is a presence and power in the external, and turning to our understanding that OUR consciousness...OUR Infinite Consciousness...is APPEARING AS our individual consciousness.


  



  “And Jesus said, “Make the men sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men oat down in number about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, He distributed them to the disciples and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.”


  



  Why did He give thanks? Why was that a part of the ritual? You know He was not under any orders to give thanks to anybody, so in giving thanks He must have been exercising a part of the Principle.


  GIVING THANKS IS THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT CF THE SOURCE. Giving thanks is the acknowledgment of the CAUSE. So when I say—“Thank you, Father; I AM”—in that statement I am showing forth my CONVICTION that my supply did not come from you...that it came from the Father...that it came not from my own human cleverness, ingenuity of personality. IT CAME FORTH FROM THE FATHER. So giving thanks is RECOGNITION OF THE SOURCE...OF CONSCIOUSNESS. Without the recognition that CONSCIOUSNESS is the Source, there is no further demonstration.


  When you recognize God...the Infinite Consciousness of YOUR BEING...as the Source of all that comes to you...then just saying—“Thank you, Father”—is your acknowledgment of the nothingness of human selfhood and human effort. Then saying—“Thank you, Father”—is the recognition of the Presence and Power of GOD AS THE SOURCE OF ALL that comes to you in fulfillment of every need.


  Therefore, in every avenue of our experience, gratitude plays a much greater part than you can imagine. Gratitude is not something that concerns the other fellow. It is YOUR RELATIONSHIP...YOUR CONTACT...WITH GOD. It is your own individual AT-ONE-MENT WITH GOD. Actually, you never need say “thank you” outwardly to another person who has been an avenue or channel for you. Of course we do. BUT UNLESS IT IS ACCOMPANIED WITH THE INNER REALIZATION THAT GOD...OUR CONSCIOUSNESS...WAS THE SOURCE OF THIS THING for which we are grateful, we are being grateful to the wrong source, and we have lost the Essence or the True Sense of gratitude.


  The “Thank you, Father” of Jesus was His silent recognition that GOD is the Cause and the Effect of any loaves and fishes.


  



  “When they were filled, He said unto His Disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.’ Therefore they gathered them together and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then these men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, ‘This is of a truth that a prophet should come into the world.’ When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take Him by force, to make Him a king, He departed again into a mountain Himself alone. And when even was now come, His Disciples went down into the sea, and entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they saw Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship; and they were afraid. But He saith unto them, ‘It is I; be not afraid.’”


  



  What were they afraid of? Something external. Something in the form of an EFFECT. In other words, a storm...wind...waves. And what is the answer to that? “Be not afraid; it is I.” The “I” is GOD...our Divine Consciousness APPEARING AS INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS.


  Therefore unto every “storm” that comes into your experience, instead of looking for something to stop it with or to struggle with, STAND there and say—“Be not afraid. It is I.” Again “I”...GOD...APPEARING AS MY INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS... MUST BE THE LAW unto storms, winds, waves, volcanoes or atomic bombs.


  Do you see what we are doing here in this class? We are withdrawing all power and presence out of the external world...whether dollars, loaves, fishes, storms, sin or disease...and we are putting that power back where it belongs...WITH GOD APPEARING AS MY INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS. That “I”...THAT I AM THAT I AM...IS THE LAW UNTO THESE STORMS.


  The people now go looking for Jesus:


  



  “When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither His Disciples, they also took shipping and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. And when they had found Him on the other side of the sea, they said unto Him ‘Rabbi, when camest Thou hither?’ Jesus answered them and said, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye seek Me, not because ye saw miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and fishes.’”


  



  Yes; they came again for bread—but did they see the Miracle? Did they see. that CONSCIOUSNESS produced bread? Were they interested in THAT? No! They were interested only in getting some more bread and some more fish. Attention centered on the things of the world. Hating, loving, fearing and desiring the things of the world.


  All this is leading up to the statement—“Take NO THOUGHT FOR YOUR LIFE, what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink”—and for this reason. There is no use being fed by the great Master and then coming back tomorrow to be fed all over again. The idea is this: When you have witnessed a healing that was very fine, do you say—“Now tell me the SECRET...THE MIRACLE! I don’t want to see EFFECTS...I want to see the Miracle at work.” Or—“How can I go and do likewise? I don’t want to bring YOU two dollars every day for external demonstration!”


  The purpose of this class work is the unfolding of GOD AS YOUR INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS, and THAT, then, appearing as loaves and fishes. Our consciousness, being Infinite, must appear as INFINITE loaves and fishes...must appear as infinite dollars...infinite homes...infinite activity.


  Watch this point! Watch that your senses do not become hypnotized by the amount of the demonstration, or the greatness of the demonstration, so that you forget to ask—“What is the MIRACLE of the demonstration? What is the CAUSE of the demonstration?”


  We must be OUR OWN MASTERS. We must let GOD...The Consciousness of Our Being... be THE MASTER of our demonstrations. And now we come to the essence of the evening’s work. After Jesus answered them - “Ye seek Me not because ye saw the miracles...”—we read further:


  



  “Labor not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you...”


  



  Do not labor...Do not study...Do not meditate or treat...FOR AN EFFECT. Do not give over your life to living in the world of thoughts and of things. Labor for the state of consciousness which will bring forth the Eternality of your mind and body and purse, of your home, family life, human relations, as well as national and international affairs.


  There, now, is the secret of Spiritual Consciousness...it does not put its value in “The meat which perisheth.” It puts Its value in the CONSCIOUSNESS which is the LAW OF LIFE, and the FORM of the meat which perisheth. He did not say that we should not have that meat. He said—“Labor to GIVE them that meat.” But only in the sense that you labor for THAT STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS WHICH WOULD OUT-PICTURE ITSELF.


  Yes. We need meat. But let us not labor for IT. Let us, rather, labor for that state of CONSCIOUSNESS which will PRODUCE it. In the same way do not let us labor for a healing. Let us labor for that STATE OF CONSCIOUSNESS in which sin, disease, lack and limitation ARE NOT A REALITY.


  The purpose of this classwork is the setting up of a new type of MAN. The setting up, WITHIN OUR OWN BEING, of the SPIRITUAL MAN WE REALLY ARE. And why is so much effort being made to bring it forth? Because we are not happy with what we see and what we are. We will never be happy until we get back to the man that we are. The struggle between the Spirit and the flesh has been going on throughout all time, but it will not go on forever. It will come to an end.


  This Spiritual Movement became more than a possibility when Mrs. Eddy, Unity and New Thought began to give to the people of the world lessons, spiritual readings and spiritual help for human problems. They introduced God as a seven-day-a-week possibility...no— A-SEVEN-DAY-A-WEEK NECESSITY! They have given to the world the lessons and scriptural quotations and books that we bring into our lives every day of the week.


  This is a new development, certainly, within the past three-quarters of a century. And it is the very thing, I am convinced, that is opening up consciousness now...the consciousness of the world...to SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT. Why? Because the world is asking now for a new type of man in whose consciousness there is no war. And that truly is a miracle!


  



  “Then said they unto Him, ‘What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?’ Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.’”


  



  One of the greatest statements in the Bible—“That you might believe on Him Whom He has sent.” Whom has He sent? HIMSELF AS YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS AND AS MINE I GOD INDIVIDUALIZED AS THE SONSHIP! God has sent Himself into manifestation as YOU and as ME. And you have got to learn to “BELIEVE ON YOURSELF.” You have got to learn to believe on YOUR OWN CONSCIOUSNESS as being the CONSCIOUSNESS of God appearing AS your own consciousness.


  That is how you will learn to DO THE WORKS OF GOD. It is not wrong to do those Works, because He said we might. He could have said—“You poor little Souls!” But He did not. He said—“That you believe on Him Whom He hath sent”...believe that the Divine Infinite Consciousness called God has been sent into the world as YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS.


  But flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. And because you have had flesh and blood to deal with throughout your own experience, you have not gotten into Heaven. You must now throw all that aside and begin to understand “Whom He hath sent”...understand YOUR OWN BEING.


  When you begin to believe...really and truly...that God is the Consciousness of you...that all issues come from the Divine Consciousness of YOU and not out there from effect, you will be on the first rung of the ladder.


  



  “They said therefore unto Him, ‘What sign showest Thou then, that we may see and believe Thee? What dost Thou Work? Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ Then Jesus said unto them, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but My Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is HE WHICH COMETH DOWN FROM HEAVEN and giveth life unto the world.’”


  



  What is that “He”? Is it a man...OR IS IT YOUR CONSCIOUSNESS? It is Divine Consciousness coming down and appearing AS YOUR INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS, and giving life unto your body, your position, your home. Miracles can give you bread, water and wine. Charitable institutions with all their wealth can give you money...the government can give you the money that will bring you improved humanhood...AND AN INFERIORITY COMPLEX!


  No; the Bread of God is Infinite Divine Consciousness appearing as your individual consciousness...God unfolding, revealing and disclosing Itself as your individual being. And when you KNOW THAT you really can “believe on It.” You can really believe on it...and TRUST that EVERY issue of life will come forth. All supply...all peace...all dominion.


  “Then said they unto Him, ‘Lord, evermore give us this bread.’ And Jesus said unto them, ‘I am the bread of life; he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and He that believeth on Me shall never thirst.’”


  The world thinks “ME” means a man named Jesus Christ who lived two thousand years ago! That “I” is God...Infinite Ego...appearing AS individual ego. “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE”...THEREFORE “the place whereon you stand is Holy Ground”...BECAUSE I AM THERE.


  Isn’t this a tremendous thing? That Infinite Spiritual Consciousness individualizes Itself as you? And that the very life of you...the very “I” of you...is actually this GREAT THING.


  The world has been saying Jesus Christ is, or was, THAT. As if it would help US for Jesus to be That and for I not to be “I”! I wonder who I could be if I could not be “I”!


  Then He says:


  



  “But I said unto you, ‘That ye also have seen Me, and believe not. All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I come down from heaven, not to do Mine Own Will, but the Will of Him that sent Me.’”


  



  Isn’t that true of us? Can you not see, even in this little experience with our little roomful...with me standing up here...that it must be so? That nobody could be attracted to a person, now or two thousand years ago, for some kind of little pee-wee message he had of his own?


  Unless you can see not only that I, up here, come to do the Will of Him That sent me, but that such is YOUR function in life, as well, you have missed the point of all of this.


  For this leads us to one of the greatest subjects in the world: FOR WHAT PURPOSE WERE YOU BORN? Most people agree, on looking at the human scene, that there isn’t much sense to it. Yet it just cannot be that we came to spend this life from the cradle to the grave doing a lot of dishes, a lot of housework, a lot of bookkeeping, making a living, for the privilege at last of laying ourselves down to die. No; we are not living the Life of our Being when we are doing only that. Doing just those things means that we have not yet found our DESTINY.


  BUT—the minute you identify God...Infinite Consciousness...AS YOUR INDIVIDUAL CONSCIOUSNESS...you will break through your environment, regardless of how limited it may seem to be. Then you can say—“I have got to find my PURPOSE on earth.”


  Yes; there is a High Purpose here for all of us, and don’t ever think it is part of God’s Plan for one man to stand on a platform and a hundred to listen. “KNOW YE NOT THAT YE ARE GODS?” Jesus was telling His people to be JUST WHAT HE WAS! Always the Master was trying to show and to lift up this false sense of selfhood to its TRUE IDENTITY, GOD...WHICH YOU ARE!


  



  “And this is the Will of Him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life.”


  



  Every one here who even in the slightest measure, can say—“You know, I can actually SEE...OR FEEL...God working through that Goldsmith fellow...”—everyone who can say that even in THAT degree, is acknowledging that same Truth of HIS OWN BEING, And that is the Purpose for which Spiritual Truth was sent here...to raise YOU up, even in that degree, into the REALIZATION OF YOUR OWN IDENTITY. If for one minute you can believe that you have witnessed a trace of Spiritual or God Consciousness emanating forth here THROUGH me or AS me, then you will fulfill this thing HERE. You are then believing that “the Son” is IN me. And the minute you believe that the Son is in me, you yourself are saved. You yourself are lifted up to know that what is true of me is true of your own identity, otherwise it could not be true of me. God is no respecter of persons.


  And that is all that is necessary. If once you can find a person and agree—“Yes; there is SPIRITUALITY THROUGH THAT PERSON...God is coming through”—then you have saved your own self because in that recognition you have said—“Whatever is true there must be true of me, because this experience was just what mine is until he caught a little of this Life.”


  Look back upon any of these leaders who have appeared before you. Something happened in their housewifely or clerkly mind and it became a Spiritual Powerhouse. How? They were awakened to the fact of the CHRIST AS THEIR OWN BEING... to the fact of THEIR OWN BEING AS “THE SON”.


  



  “And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”


  



  THAT REALIZATION will raise up your own individual being to the point where you agree that anything that has ever been true of any of the spiritual leaders of the past is THE TRUTH ABOUT YOU, because it is the same “I” appearing as you and as me.


  



  “The Jews murmured at Him, because He said, ‘I am the bread which came down from heaven.’”


  



  How humans hate to hear that! How it antagonizes them to hear someone say—“You know, I am Spiritual. I have something of God in me. I am the very PRESENCE of God.” Why anyone should resent this, I don’t know, although perhaps the feeling does come that someone is setting himself up as greater or separate from others. People do not seem to catch the point that he is only setting forth A PRINCIPLE for EVERYONE to adopt.


  



  “And they said, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He saith, ‘I come down from Heaven?’ Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, ‘Murmur not among yourselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the prophets, and they shall be all taught of God.’”


  



  Do you see that? Certainly He sets Himself up and glorifies Himself, and comes right back and says—“You will ALL be taught of God.” Again He minimized that human selfhood.
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