

  [image: image]




  Road Biking™ Series




  Road Biking Wisconsin




  A Guide to Wisconsin’s Greatest Bicycle Rides




  M. Russ Lowthian




  FALCONGUIDES®




  GUILFORD, CONNECTICUT




  HELENA, MONTANA




  AN IMPRINT OF THE GLOBE PEQUOT PRESS




  [image: image]




  

    Copyright © 2008 Morris Book Publishing, LLC




    ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission should be addressed to The Globe Pequot Press, Attn: Rights and Permissions Department, P.O. Box 480, Guilford CT 06437.




    Falcon and FalconGuides are registered trademarks of Morris Book Publishing, LLC.




    Photos by Russ Lowthian unless otherwise indicated. Maps © Morris Book Publishing, LLC




    Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.




    ISBN 978-0-7627-3800-7




    Printed in the United States of America




    10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




    [image: image]




    

      The author and The Globe Pequot Press assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book.


    


  




  Preface




  




  It wasn’t easy choosing just forty-one rides that best represent Wisconsin. With so many paved secondary roads in the state, the choices were endless in selecting the rides that best represent the state’s great road-biking opportunities. However, I’ve included additional options for shorter routes with most rides, so the actual number of potential rides in this book is far more than forty-one.




  Are you curious as to how or why a town you ride through received its name? What really makes this guidebook stand apart from other touring books on cycling in Wisconsin is the brief overview of historic information on each community you explore. After Wisconsin became a territory in 1836, and then gained statehood in 1848, many towns were settled and took names influenced by the local Indian tribes or the railroads. As you review the chapters in the southern half of the state, you will learn how the lead-mining rush of the 1820s, the Black Hawk War of 1832, and the Civil War affected the towns and villages along the described routes. In the northern half of Wisconsin, logging was the settlements’ major influence. I hope you will find the additional historic information of interest as you ride the routes in this book.




  The starting locations for all rides included in this book had to offer free and adequate parking, along with proximity to provisions and to visitor centers. Rides were designed to strike a fine balance of secondary road riding with scenic and historic highlights along the safest routes. Of course, terrain, traffic volume, and road conditions played a significant role. Most, but not all, of the rides in this book are very rural. Except for Milwaukee, I intentionally avoided major population areas and found suitable routes through smaller towns. Most rides have at least one shortcut option, so you can adjust the mileages to your comfort level.




  I would like to thank the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, the Wisconsin Historical Society and its county and local chapters, the Wisconsin Office of Tourism, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, and all the local tourism bureaus that helped to make my research easier by supplying me with historic facts and route suggestions used in this book. In addition, my thanks to the fine ladies and gentlemen of practically every visitor center and chamber of commerce in the state that I visited; the many establishments that supplied information and tours; and all the bike shops and clubs that offered help and recommendations. My deep gratitude goes to Michael Fredericks of Minnesota Cyclist Magazine; Gerald Bauer from Hudson; Lisa Austin from Twin Cities Bicycling Club; Dan and Carolyn Robinson, Ian Lindridge, Marcy Kelash, and Carol Wahl from Hiawatha Bike Club; and Dick and Denise Stardig, Sharon (Scott) Johnson, Greg and Marion Headland, Gunnard Lanners, and John Driscoll from Northstar Ski Club. Finally, I would like to thank Sandy Johnson and Marcy Kelash for their help with editing, my mother for her encouragement, and The Globe Pequot Press for allowing me the opportunity create this book.




  Introduction




  




  Every place, it seems, has something about it that you can sense, that you can feel. Sometimes you like what you touch, sometimes you don’t! For the most part, people like Wisconsin. As any proud native of the state will tell you, “We live in the land of cheese, beer, and the Packers.” But more impressively, between the state’s glaciated hills and ridges are thousands of lakes and hundreds of streams flowing across its rolling terrain. From open prairies to rolling hardwoods to thick pine and aspen forests, you will find a favorite place to ride when cycling in Wisconsin. And, by and large, you will find the people you meet while visiting the towns in this book friendly and helpful.




  That calming aspect is also noticeable along most of the lakes and waterways you’ll see as you ride your bike through the countryside. Unlike western rivers that violently cascade down steep mountain slopes, most of Wisconsin’s waterways rise from massive marshes or from one of the countless prairie or forest lakes and gently flow where geology dictates. Of course, if you visit the south shore of Lake Superior and watch rivers such as the Brule tumbling wildly through the rocks, you’ll see a behavior that doesn’t fit most streams in the state.




  You will notice that most of the rides in this guide have something to do with water. Most routes circle lakes, follow rivers, and/or roll through the countryside with creeks that flow through the valley floor. Whether you’re enjoying the scenic beauty of Door County while riding along the jagged edges of the peninsula, or dancing on your pedals up an imposing bluff along the Mississippi River, or touring past the wildlife areas on the Step Back in Time Challenge where migrating birds, deer, and turtles are plentiful, you’ll find it’s the waterways that continue to shape Wisconsin.




  In addition to having incredible amounts of water inland, the state of Wisconsin is bordered by Lake Superior to the northwest and Lake Michigan to the east. The 820 miles of combined shoreline make up a complex arrangement of nature containing a rich variety of natural features. Wetlands near the coasts of both lakes provide rich habitat for plants and animals that greatly influence the larger ecosystem processes of the Great Lakes region. The coastal wetlands that cut across the state between land and water are often rich in species diversity and provide critical habitat for migratory and nesting birds, spawning fish, and rare plants along the routes.




  Wisconsin occupies three transition zones and sits in a region where weather systems from the north, south, and east collide. Although the state doesn’t experience as many violent storms as the southern plains, there are weather quirks. Without the benefit of large elevation differences, it may be 80 degrees in southern Wisconsin but 50 degrees 150 miles to the north along Lake Superior. Even in an area far removed from the big lake, the weather can change dramatically. Fortunately for cyclists, the weather in Wisconsin doesn’t change as quickly as it can in the mountains. While it may snow after a 70-degree afternoon in the spring or fall, you will usually experience slower changes in temperature.
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  Riders enjoy some shade between rollers along a scenic Wisconsin backroad.




  [image: image]




  Whitetail deer are a common Wisconsin roadside attraction.




  When the trees and bushes change from their summer wardrobe of green to the vibrant crimsons, yellows, and oranges of fall, every ride described takes on a new personality. The lush display of summer gives way to the colorful showings of plant life, bidding farewell till next spring. And with the heat of summer gone, the crisp air of fall awakens the senses as you ride the roads of Wisconsin.




  No matter what time of the year—spring, summer, or fall—plan to make each ride in this book a two-day outing. Spend the night in a cozy inn and enjoy conversation with the local residents. Review your options: hike up to that overlook; have your picture taken next to that gristmill or round barn; walk over one of the battlefields from the Black Hawk War; see some of the grotto art displayed throughout the countryside; cycle through the Chequamegon National Forest or one of the many state parks; bike over one of the last remaining covered bridges in the state; ride on one of Wisconsin’s prized bike trails; or learn more about the local history in each town you pass through. Now, page through the selected routes and start discovering what the state really has to offer.




  Road and Traffic Conditions




  




  Wisconsin is indeed a fabulous state in which to cycle. An extraordinary network of county and secondary roads offsets the lack of bike lanes and wide shoulders on many of the state’s main arteries. Several of the larger communities are striving for bike lanes and wider shoulders on the main roads, but don’t expect much after leaving their city limits.




  You will naturally encounter heavier summer and weekend traffic on routes located in tourist areas. Also, take into consideration the extra traffic in forested areas caused by logging trucks and tourists looking at fall colors. The colorful forest canopy sometimes preoccupies motorists, who may not pay attention to cyclists on the road.




  In the southern and western regions of Wisconsin, most routes involve climbing a bluff or ridge. Remember that what goes up must come down, so enjoy! Keep your speed under control and make sure your brakes are working properly before your ride. Pay particular attention to each chapter’s “Terrain” and “Traffic and hazards” sections for more detailed safety instructions.




  Safety and Comfort on the Road




  




  Wisconsin laws governing bicycles are similar to those in most states. Bicyclists must ride with traffic on the right side of the road and as close as practical to the right edge of the roadway, unless making a left turn. Cyclists may ride on the shoulder, and in most cases this is highly advised if the pavement is in good condition. It is unlawful to ride on interstate highways and other controlled access roadways in Wisconsin.




  Every bicycle ridden between sunset and sunrise must have proper lighting. Bicyclists riding on roadways must use continuous arm signals during the last 100 feet of a turn (unless needed to control the bike) and while stopped waiting to turn. Cyclists may ride two abreast in Wisconsin, if it doesn’t impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic. When riding on a two-lane roadway with medium to heavy traffic, riders should be single-file. Bicyclists must yield to pedestrians on sidewalks and crosswalks, and give an audible signal when approaching.




  Most of all, cyclists should ride defensively. Stop at all stop signs and red lights, and keep an eye out for motorists making an illegal turn into your path. Use a rearview mirror or listen for vehicles approaching you from behind. Anticipate cars continuing their progress as though no cyclist is present.




  Play it safe and wear a helmet. Wearing headgear that is properly fitted has saved many cyclists from severe head injuries. Doctors can easily mend a broken bone, but a brain injury can affect you and your family for the rest of your life. Also wear padded gloves when biking. They help buffer road shock that can lead to the hand numbness commonly experienced by bicyclists.




  Always carry a few tools, a spare tube, a patch kit, and a tire pump. Before leaving on your ride, make sure your bike tires are inflated to the recommended pressure. The amount is usually printed on the sidewall of the tire.




  Finally, always carry with you at least one water bottle and a snack bar in case the rest stops are farther apart than you expected. A good rule of thumb is to drink one bottle of water for every 10 miles you travel. Be prepared and bike smart.




  How to Use This Book




  




  The forty-one routes in Road Biking Wisconsin are classified into four categories according to the degree of difficulty. These classifications are subjective, taking into account the combination of distance, road grade, and bike-handling skill necessary to negotiate the full tour. Each route’s name indicates its relative degree of difficulty.




  Rambles are the easiest and shortest rides in the book, accessible to almost all riders and should be easily completed in one day. They are usually less than 35 miles long and are generally on flat to slightly rolling terrain.




  Cruises are intermediate in difficulty and distance. They are generally 25 to 50 miles long and may include some moderate climbs. Cruises can generally be completed in one day, but inexperienced or out-of-shape riders may want to take two days with an overnight stop.
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  Riders stop to take in a classic Wisconsin view of pastures and forests.




  Challenges are more difficult, designed for experienced riders in good physical shape. They are usually 40 to 60 miles long and may include some steep climbs. They should be a challenge even to a fairly fit rider, who should be able to complete the ride in one day. Less experienced riders should expect to take two days to ride the route.




  Classics are long and hard. They are more than 60 miles and may be over 100 miles. They can include steep climbs and high-speed descents. Even fit and experienced riders will want to consider an extra day. These rides are not recommended for less fit and inexperienced riders, unless they are doing the ride in multiple-day stages.




  Remember that the terrain is as much a factor as distance in determining a ride’s category. For instance, the 62-mile Five Arch Cruise is actually a lot easier than the 42-mile Chocolate Lovers Ramble. Most of the rides in the book are cruises, challenges, and classics offering shorter route options.




  To fashion the most usable routes, some worthwhile features may have been bypassed for practical considerations. As a result, you might find it appropriate to use these routes as starting points or suggestions in designing your own ride. Rides can begin at any point along the course described in the route directions, and you can always leave the route to explore interesting attractions on side roads.




  Construction, development, and other changes are commonplace on Wisconsin’s roadways, so the route descriptions and maps in this book may only be a record of conditions as they once were—they may not always describe conditions as you find them. Comments, updates, and corrections from interested and critical readers are always appreciated and can be sent to the author in care of the publisher.
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  Northern Wisconsin




  
1  Cornucopia Challenge




  




  Famous for its fish boils and berry farms, this section of Lake Superior’s rugged shoreline juts out into the lake to create the Apostle Islands. This adventurous ride leaves from Bayfield, a community named for a British Royal Navy surveyor, then meanders south along the bay’s shore to Washburn, a community named after one of Wisconsin’s earliest governors and a great place to stop for breakfast. From there you climb up from the bay enjoying the rolling forest floor as you travel inland. At the geographic high point of this challenge, shift into your high gear and revel in the long descent to a fishing village named for the horn of plenty. Then circle back through the northeast section of Chequamegon Bay, enjoying the flora and fauna as you make your way up to the point near Big Sand Bay Road. Soon you will pass through an Indian village named for its precipitous red cliffs, and then it’s an easy scenic ramble back down to Bayfield.




  




  Start: Bayfield fishing pier.




  Length: 58 miles.




  Terrain: Rolling with some major hills to climb; island option is flat.




  Traffic and hazards: On Highway 13, after County Road K, there is no paved shoulder, and between Bayfield and Washburn, the traffic on the 4-foot paved shoulder can be heavy at times.




  Getting there: From Highway 2 take Highway 13 north into Bayfield. At Manypenny Avenue take a right and go 5 blocks, then take a right on Second Street (there’s a parking lot on the left). At Wilson Avenue turn left and travel 1 block to the fishing pier and city park.




  When you arrive in Bayfield, a small village on Chequamegon Bay known as the “Berry Capital of Wisconsin,” you’ll discover why this destination is such a gem. The settlement was originally named La Pointe by Father Allouez, who established a Jesuit mission here. In 1856 the town was renamed for Henry W. Bayfield of the British Royal Navy, who had surveyed Lake Superior for the English government twenty years earlier. Today the Red Cliff band of Ojibwa Indians and residents of Madeline Island enjoy a community proud of its fish boils and berry farms.




  You will pass several shops and restaurants as you ride out of town from the village’s fishing pier. After turning south on Highway 13’s paved shoulder, you will be offered many scenic vistas. As you pass Pike’s Bay, notice the Bayfield State Fish Hatchery. A little farther along, find a roadside historic marker for Madeline Island. This island, to the east out in the bay, was first known as Moningwanekaning, an Indian name that means “a place where there are many lapwings” (woodpeckers). It is the largest of the Apostle Islands and was settled by the Chippewa Indians around AD 1500. After completing this challenge ride, you can take the ferry over to Madeline Island for a ramble loop.
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  A pair of bikers pedal a tandem out of Bayfield.




  At the 11-mile mark you are in the town of Washburn. This village was named for C. C. Washburn, an early governor of Wisconsin. Now that you have had a taste of the terrain, you may want to consider a couple options for breakfast while here.




  Climb out of town on County Road C (a 7 to 9 percent grade), then ride over several Wisconsin rollers for the next 15 miles. After crossing the Sioux River, you’ll need to adjust your cadence to the rolling terrain as eagles soar above. You will find the scenery especially spectacular along Four Mile Creek. Then after passing Perch Lake, enjoy a smooth ride over the next 4 miles as you coast into Cornucopia.




  This friendly fishing village, located on Highway 13 in the west end of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, was named by F. J. Stevenson around 1900. He chose the “horn of plenty” title because of the abundance of fruit being grown here. As you take a right on Highway 13, consider stopping at the Village Inn for lunch or coming back for dinner. Their house specialties include broiled whitefish almondine and trout cakes. If you are adventurous, try the whitefish liver appetizer, a local delicacy. The inn also has four special rooms, named for each season, if you prefer to start your ride in this quaint fishing village.




  Before leaving town, take time to visit the picturesque harbor with its sandy beaches. The community continues to reflect on its fishing heritage, with a museum and old fishing boats displayed along the harbor. The city park on the edge of town is a great place to fill your water bottles from the refreshing artesian well.
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  After riding east out of town on Highway 13, turn north on County Road K at 43.8 miles. As the challenge circles up to the north on this quiet rural road, your adrenaline will rise as you go over a few enormous rollers. Notice the new-growth forests along the way, with patches of meadow where deer are frequently seen grazing. Turn east and continue on the rollers; soon you will pass the original site of the Raspberry School, between Big Sand Bay Road and Sandy Bay Road.




  Built by local Scandinavian families, the log cabin schoolhouse stood next to the Raspberry River and served the area from 1896 to 1914. The schoolhouse has been moved and is now part of the Norwegian cluster in Old World Wisconsin (see the Southern Kettle Challenge). Those who prefer to shorten the ride can continue east on Highway 13 and deduct 3.6 miles.




  Returning back to the paved shoulder of Highway 13, you will soon pass through the village of Red Cliff, home to the Red Cliff band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians. This village was originally called Passa-bikang, meaning “steep cliff.” Nearby you will pass the powwow grounds where singers, drummers, dancers, and craftspeople from all around Lake Superior come together for the annual Woodland Indian Cultural Event.




  Now cruise along the bluffs and enjoy the vistas from the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. On your descent back into Bayfield, you will pass the Bayfield Pavilion. Here is where the ferry departs to Madeline Island, if you want to add a few more miles to your ride or check it out another day. Back in town enjoy the rest of the day exploring Bayfield.




  Miles and Directions




  




  

    

      	0.0



      	From the fishing pier on the corner of First Street, head west on Wilson Avenue.

    




    

      	0.1



      	Take a right on Broad Street.

    




    

      	0.3



      	Turn left on Manypenny Avenue.

    




    

      	0.5



      	Turn left on South Sixth Street/Highway 13.

    




    

      	3.1



      	Pass Bayfield State Fish Hatchery.

    




    

      	3.5



      	Pass Salmo.

    




    

      	6.4



      	Pass Bayview Campground.

    




    

      	8.3



      	Pass history marker for Madeline Island.

    




    

      	11.0



      	Enter Washburn.

    




    

      	12.9



      	Take a right on County Road C.

    




    

      	15.7



      	Cross the Sioux River.

    




    

      	27.9



      	Pass Perch Lake.

    




    

      	32.1



      	Ride into the town of Cornucopia.

    




    

      	32.5



      	Take a right on Highway 13.

    




    

      	32.9



      	Enjoy the city park and beach.

    




    

      	43.8



      	Turn left on County Road K. Option: You can deduct 3.6 miles from the ride by continuing on Highway 13.

    




    

      	46.1



      	Pass Big Sand Bay Road.

    




    

      	47.9



      	Pass site of the Raspberry School.

    




    

      	48.8



      	Pass Sandy Bay Road.

    




    

      	51.9



      	Turn left on the paved shoulder of Highway 13.

    




    

      	54.9



      	Pass through Red Cliff.

    




    

      	56.7



      	Ride back into Bayfield.

    




    

      	57.2



      	Turn onto First Street. Side-trip: Take the ferry to Madeline Island for a 33-mile ramble.

    




    

      	58.0



      	Return to fishing pier.

    


  




  Local Information




  Bayfield Chamber of Commerce; (715) 779-3335 or (800) 447-4094; www.bayfield.org.




  Bayfield County Tourism and Recreation; (715) 373-6125 or (800) 472-6338; www.travelbayfieldcounty.com.




  Washburn Chamber of Commerce; (715) 372-8558 or (800) 533-7454; www.washburnchamber.com.




  Local Events/Attractions




  Madeline Island Ferry, Bayfield Pavilion, Bay-field; (715) 747-2051; www.madferry.com.




  Firehouse 50, Grandview; first Saturday in August; (715) 763-3333; www.firehouse50.org.




  CAMBA Fat Tire Festival, Cable; mid-September; (715) 798-3599; www.cambatrails.org.




  Restaurants




  The Egg Toss Bakery Cafe, 41 Manypenny Avenue, Bayfield; (715) 779-5181.




  Pies of Bayfield, 124 Rittenhouse Avenue, Bayfield; (715) 779-5702.




  The Village Inn, Highway 13 and County Road C, Cornucopia; 715-742-3941; www.villageinncornucopia.com.




  Accommodations




  Apostle Islands Area Campground, 85150 Trailer Road, Bayfield; (715) 779-5524.




  The Village Inn, Highway 13 and County Road C, Cornucopia; (715) 742-3941; www.villageinncornucopia.com.




  Bike Shops




  Bayfield Bike Route, 27240 South Pratt Avenue, Bayfield; (715) 779-3132.




  Restrooms




  Start/finish: Public restroom at the corner of First Street and Wilson Avenue.




  6.4: Bayview Campground.




  12.9: West End Picnic Area.




  32.9: Cornucopia Park and Beach.




  Maps




  DeLorme: Wisconsin Atlas and Gazetteer: Page 103 B6.




  Ashland and Bayfield County Bicycle Map. Wisconsin State Bicycle Map (Northern Section).




  
2  Moonshine Alley Cruise




  




  This ride starts in a well-known town on the south shore of Lake Superior. You will leave from a park with not only great wildlife viewing, but also an artesian well to fill your water bottles. The cruise travels counterclockwise, first along the sandy beaches of Lake Gitche Gumee as the seagulls frolic in the breeze and then west past the Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center. You then head south on a tour past several small towns that contributed to the area’s history. Along the way, stop at a cheese shop in a town named after a French settler, then roll down Moonshine Alley to a village named for the Freemasons. After riding past a field of sunflowers, travel through a community with a large sawmill operation before returning back through the historic district of Ashland.




  




  Start: Prentice Park in Ashland.




  Length: 42 miles with 14-mile and 29-mile options.




  Terrain: Rolling with a couple medium hills to climb.




  Traffic and hazards: Use caution when riding on Highway 2, especially when passing the intersections on Highway 13 and Highway 63.




  Getting there: From Highway 2 on the west side of Ashland, turn south onto Turner Road. Take a right at Park Road and follow it west to the parking lot.




  This cruise leaves from the town of Ashland, offering many traces of the town’s logging and railroad past. Ashland was originally called Zham-a-wa-mik, Ojibwa for “the long-stretched beaver.” In 1854 it was platted by the Milwaukee, Lakeshore & Western Railroad and renamed Ashland by one of its earliest settlers, Martin Beaser, in honor of the Kentucky homestead of statesman Henry Clay, who Beaser greatly admired. The ride starts on the western edge of the city at Prentice Park, where you will find many of the necessary amenities, plus an arte-sian well to fill your water bottles.




  The counterclockwise route heads west on the paved shoulder of the Blue Star Memorial Highway/Highway 2. Along this stretch you will pass Maslowski Park, which has restrooms. At the intersection of Highway 13, use caution and veer to the left side of the lane to allowing vehicles heading north toward Bayfield room to get around you on your right. In another mile you will pass County Road G and the entrance to the Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center. This nine-county historical research center provides area information, interactive exhibits, and special nature programs. Just before reaching the University of Wisconsin Experiment Station, you will pass Ashland Junction, which was built as a railroad town and had two rail lines, the Omaha and the Northern Pacific. As you pass Highway 137, those who prefer the 14-mile ramble option will turn left here, while the cruise continues southwest.
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  The historic Depot Museum in Mason makes a great rest stop.




  After passing Highway 63, start watching for County Road F and make a left onto it. You are now cruising south and will find the road winding back and forth as it gradually climbs up to the town of Benoit. This small community was originally named Thirty Mile Siding because of an extra set of railroad tracks that ran through there at the time of the logging boom. After the timber era, the name was changed to Benoitville in honor of John Benoit, a French settler who was the first postmaster, and was later shortened to Benoit. If you need to stop in the town, look for the G & M General Store or the NFO Cheese Company.




  The cruise then takes a right on Moonshine Alley Road and continues south. Those who prefer the 29-mile option will continue east on Highway 118. For the next 5 miles, the cruise route offers views of gentle rolling meadows with a few old farmsteads along the way. At the 16.8-mile mark you enter the village of Mason, established in 1882 by John Allen Humbird, who hired an enthusiastic civil engineer to plat the town and named it for the Freemasons. In the village you will find the historic Depot Museum and the White River Saloon across the street if you need to stop.




  After leaving Mason, turn south on Highway 63. Jog on the paved shoulder down to County Road E and turn left. You will encounter your first hill at the 19-mile mark, with a 7 percent grade climb. At the top you will find open meadows with patches of jack pine forest, and soon you will be rolling through a sunflower field. After passing Four Corners Store Road, the ride turns to the left at County Line Road then jogs northeast a couple times before reaching the village of Sanborn, which was named for Senator A. W. A. Sanborn, who owned a large tract of land here. Today, due in no small part to a large sawmill, the town is still very active. You will find a couple taverns with grills if you need to stop.
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  Leaving town you will pass Sanborn Memorial Park as you travel north, and then merge onto Highway 112. For the next several miles the terrain is flat until you cross over the hydro dam powered by the White River Flowage. As you pass Highway 118, the 29-mile option returns for the ride back to Ashland.




  In Ashland, turn east on 6th Street and tour through the downtown historic district. Here you will enjoy the beautifully restored nineteen-century brownstone buildings with shops that can be visited after the ride. If you are a railroad buff, swing by the Soo Line Depot at 400 Third Avenue and see the 950 Locomotive, built in 1900, which in its time was the world’s largest decapod (ten-wheel-drive) locomotive. Back across town in Prentice Park, stretch your legs by taking a stroll on the boardwalk that offers some great wildlife viewing.




  Miles and Directions




  




  

    

      	0.0



      	From Prentice Park, head east on Park Road.

    




    

      	0.3



      	Turn left on Turner Road.

    




    

      	0.5



      	Turn left on the paved, rumble-strip-protected shoulder of Highway 2.

    




    

      	0.7



      	Pass Maslowski Park.

    




    

      	2.1



      	Pass Highway 13, using caution.

    




    

      	2.8



      	Pass County Road G and Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center.

    




    

      	4.1



      	Pass Ashland Junction.

    




    

      	5.1



      	Pass Highway 137. Option: Turn left on Highway 137 for the 14-mile option.

    




    

      	8.0



      	Pass Highway 63.

    




    

      	9.2



      	Turn left on County Road F.

    




    

      	11.5



      	Ride through Benoit.

    




    

      	11.7



      	Take a right on Moonshine Alley Road. Option: Turn left on Highway 118 for the 29-mile option.

    




    

      	14.4



      	Continue south on County Road E as it merges in from the west.

    




    

      	16.8



      	Ride through Mason.

    




    

      	17.4



      	Take a right on Highway 63.

    




    

      	19.1



      	Turn left on County Road E and head east.

    




    

      	22.2



      	Pass through sunflower fields.

    




    

      	24.1



      	Pass Four Corners Store Road.

    




    

      	25.1



      	Turn left on County Road E at County Line Road, then jog northwest a couple times.

    




    

      	27.1



      	Pass through Sanborn.

    




    

      	27.8



      	Merge onto Highway 112 as it curves to the north.

    




    

      	31.6



      	Cross over the hydro dam on the White River Flowage.

    




    

      	31.9



      	Pass Highway 118. (Note: The 29-mile option returns here.)

    




    

      	37.0



      	Pass Highway 137. (Note: The 14-mile option returns here.)

    




    

      	37.1



      	Take a right on Highway 137/6th Street into downtown Ashland.

    




    

      	38.2



      	Turn left on Highway 13/Ellis Avenue.

    




    

      	39.0



      	Turn left on Main Street.

    




    

      	40.2



      	Take a right on 16th Street.

    




    

      	40.3



      	Turn left on Highway 2 (bike trail runs parallel with highway).

    




    

      	41.0



      	Turn left on Turner Road.

    




    

      	41.3



      	Take a right on Park Road.

    




    

      	42.0



      	Return to park.

    


  




  Local Information




  Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce; (800) 284-9484; www.visitashland.com.




  Bayfield County Tourism and Recreation; (715) 373-6125 or (800) 472-6338; www.travelbayfieldcounty.com.




  Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center; (515) 685-9983; www.northerngreatlakescenter.org.




  Local Events/Attractions




  Superior Vistas Bike Tour Ride, Ashland; third weekend in June; (715) 373-2114; www.superiorvistas.org.




  Firehouse 50, Grandview; first Saturday in August; (715) 763-3333; www.firehouse50.org.




  CAMBA Fat Tire Festival, Cable; mid-September; (715) 798-3599; www.cambatrails.org.




  Restaurants




  B’s Lakeshore Cafe, 2806 Lakeshore Drive, Ashland; (715) 682-9344.




  Breakwater Cafe, 1808 Lakeshore Drive, Ashland; (715) 682-8388.




  Molly Cooper’s, 101 Lakeshore Drive, Ashland; (715) 682-9095.




  Accommodations




  Hotel Chequamegon, 101 Lakeshore Drive, Ashland; (800) 946-5555; www.hotelc.com.




  Kreher Park and Campground, between Ashland Marina and oredocks, Ashland; (715) 682-7071.




  Bike Shops




  Bay City Bicycles, 412 West Main Street, Ashland; (715) 682-2091.




  Bodin’s on the Lake, 2521 Lake Shore Drive West, Ashland; (715) 682-6441.




  Restrooms




  Start/finish: Prentice Park.




  0.7: Maslowski Park.




  2.8 Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center.




  11.5 G & M General Store in Benoit.




  17.7 Depot Museum in Mason and White River Saloon.




  27.1 Sanborn Tavern.




  Maps




  DeLorme: Wisconsin Atlas and Gazetteer: Page 103 D6.




  Wisconsin State Bicycle Map (Northern Section).




  Ashland and Bayfield County Bicycle Map.




  
3  Firehouse Classic




  




  This ride shares some of the same roller coaster excitement that the Grandview Firehouse 50, a citizen bike race and recreational ride, enjoys each August here in the north-woods. The classic leaves from a community named in honor of the first locomotive engineer to pull a train into town. The route then heads northwest over rolling wooded lanes and meanders around forested glacial potholes, then over the Ice Age Trail. Soon you are rolling into a town named for the vice president of the lumber company that platted it. You then continue north through the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest to discover an old village that has been reincarnated into a great rest stop, with a transformed railroad diner car that allows you to enjoy lunch while learning more about the town’s past. Now turning east through farm meadows and stands of new timber growth, the route swings south over the Continental Divide (called Great Divide on the sign.) As you cruise down the slope, you follow the shoreline of a lake named after an Indian chief who legend says has a lost silver mine. You then leave the lake and head west, following the winding river named after the same chief, and soon return to Cable.




  




  Start: Corner of First Street and County Road M in Cable.




  Length: 75 miles with 37-mile and 50-mile options.




  Terrain: Very rolling with a few major climbs.




  Traffic and hazards: Most roads are low traffic; county roads may have extra traffic on summer weekends but are designated bike routes. Take care when riding on the paved shoulder of Highway 63 from Mason to Grand View. When the moon is full, deer have been know to bolt into the road.




  Getting there: From Highway 63 turn east onto County Road M in Cable. Street parking is available on First Street by the visitor center.




  Located in the heart of the 844,000-acre Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, this ride starts in Cable, a village surrounded by a pristine environment with an abundance of wildlife, clean air, and an unhurried pace of life. In 1878 this was the end of the line for the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad, and the village was named for the first locomotive engineer who pulled into the train stop. You will find several options here as you prepare for your ride.




  From the town’s visitor center, the route heads north up along Lake Owen; for the first 15 miles, watch for deer as you cruise along this rolling forest road. Also use caution if a black bear is spotted along the way. Don’t be alarmed—they are more frightened of you, so give them plenty of space and they will disappear into the forest in a blink of an eye. Turning onto Lake Owen Road, the route jogs to the northeast. Those who prefer the 37-mile option will turn onto Pioneer Road and head east. The classic continues north and follows the lake up to Two Lakes Campground. For another 5 miles of winding forested road, you roll around glacial pockets and past the National Ice Age Scenic Trail. In another mile you reach Drummond.




  [image: image]




  After a 4-mile climb to the Continental Divide, riders will be rewarded with a long down hill cruise.




  A true company town, the village was platted by Frank H. Drummond of the Rust-Owen Lumber Company, which in 1882 sent a crew of men here to cut timber, set up a mill, and lay out a town. Within a year the company had a boardinghouse, store, and blocks of look-alike houses for their employees. The town has remained much the same, except today the businesses and homes are privately owned. If you need to stop, options include the Bear County Store and the city park, by the library and history museum.




  Those who prefer the Firehouse 50 (50-mile option) route should turn right on the paved shoulder of Highway 63 and head toward Grand View. The classic jogs to the west on the highway’s paved shoulder, then takes a right on Delta-Drummond Road. As you pass Mill Pond Lake, on the south side of the highway, look over along the shoreline to the mill operation that gave many people their livelihoods in those early years. Now riding north, on the far side of Drummond Lake you will find a peaceful place to stop and relax by the dam, but there are no amenities.




  For the next 5 miles you will discover the road surface is abnormally porous, demanding a little extra effort as you ride the undulating roadway. Soon the ride passes the old Delta CCC Camp that operated from 1933 to 1942, and the road surface becomes smooth again. At the 28-mile mark you’re in Delta. The town was known for its extensive logging operations in the early 1880s, when logs were floated down from Flynn’s Dam to Delta. In 1890 the Duluth South Shore & Atlantic Railroad named the town Delta because it is the meeting place (or delta) of the south fork, west fork, and main fork of the White River. This is a great place to stop and have lunch at the Delta Diner, located at the site where the old Delta Store once stood. It is a classic East Coast diner, built on the frame of a 1940 Silk City railroad car. The new shiny establishment offers a great menu that fits the needs of any touring cyclist.




  Now traveling east, the rolling countryside offers patches of farm meadows among the forest. Soon the timber stands open up to a valley, and for the next 8 miles you ride along open fields with old farm settings until you reach the village of Mason. The town was established by John Allen Humbird and named for the Freemasons by an enthusiastic surveyor who platted the town in 1882. You will find the historic railroad Depot Museum here, along with the White River Saloon.




  The ride leaves Mason heading south on Highway 63 and returns to the Firehouse 50 route in Grand View. When the railroad came through this village in 1882, the settlement and station was named Gibbons for James P. Gibbons, who owned the land here. A year later he sold out to the Pratt Lumber Company and the town was renamed Prattsberg. It wasn’t until 1905 that the name was changed to Grand View, perhaps because after the area was logged off, great vistas were unveiled. In town you will find a couple rest stop options, the Grand View Food Market and Grand View City Park. In the park, check out the statue of Chief Namekagon and the tale of his hidden silver mine treasure.




  Now riding south, you will come to your first major climb. For the next 4 miles the county road climbs at a steady 4 to 6 percent until you hit the wall before the Divide. The last half mile will call for some of those stored calories as you dance on your pedals up the last stretch of the Divide. At the top you are at the crest of the Penokee Range that forms the Continental Divide. Take a breather here and catch the details on this geographic point of interest at the sign at the top.




  It’s now time to shift out of granny and jump into your high ring for a fabulous cruise down past Pioneer Road, where the 37-mile option returns. Riding along the shoreline of Namekagon Lake, you will soon cross the bridge onto Anderson Island. Andrew Nels Anderson, who came here from Sweden, homesteaded this lake community in 1890. After discovering the island, which reminded him of the island he grew up on back in his home country, he built a floating bridge and raised his family here. Today the homestead has been platted into a lake home community, which the route passes through.
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  At the 63-mile mark, just before County Road M, take a right on Garmish Road. Here a little energy boost will add to your riding enjoyment. The next 3 miles offer a roller coaster of twists and turns as you pass by the Garmish Resort and then the Forestview Lodge Nature Trail. After turning on County Road M and passing Lakewoods Resort, the route rolls west as you cross over the Namekagon River a couple times before passing Telemark Resort Road. Look off to the south and you can see the ski slopes carved into the hillside. Two more miles and a small climb, and you are back in Cable.




  Miles and Directions




  




  

    

      	0.0



      	Head north on First Street out of Cable.

    




    

      	0.5



      	Take a right on North Lake Owen Road.

    




    

      	1.8



      	Turn right on Perry Lake Road.

    




    

      	2.2



      	Turn left on Trail Inn Road.

    




    

      	3.2



      	Take a right on McAully Road.

    




    

      	4.2



      	Turn left on Forest Road 214.

    




    

      	5.2



      	Take a right on Forest Road 214.

    




    

      	5.7



      	Turn left on Lake Owen Road. Option: The 37-mile option continues east on Forest Road 214 over to Pioneer Road.

    




    

      	11.1



      	Pass Two Lakes Campground.

    




    

      	16.7



      	Turn left on Highway 63 in Drummond. Option: Turn right on Highway 63 for the 50-mile option.

    




    

      	17.0



      	Take a right on Delta-Drummond Road.

    




    

      	18.4



      	Pass Dam Road (wayside).

    




    

      	25.8



      	Pass Delta CCC Camp 2622.

    




    

      	27.7



      	Take a right on County Road H. Side-trip: Turn left 0.3 mile to the Delta Diner for lunch.

    




    

      	33.2



      	Straight ahead on County Road E.

    




    

      	42.1



      	Pass through Mason.

    




    

      	42.5



      	Take a right on Highway 63.

    




    

      	49.2



      	Turn left on County Road D in Grand View. (Note: The 50-mile option returns here.)

    




    

      	52.8



      	Ride over the Great Divide.

    




    

      	57.7



      	Pass Pioneer Road. (Note: The 37-mile option returns here.)

    




    

      	59.6



      	Arrive on Anderson Island on Namekagon Lake.

    




    

      	63.0



      	Take a right on Garmish Road, before County Road M.

    




    

      	64.6



      	Pass Garmish Resort on your right.

    




    

      	65.4



      	Pass Forestview Lodge Nature Trail on your left.

    




    

      	66.3



      	Take a right on County Road M.

    




    

      	66.5



      	Pass Lakewoods Resort.

    




    

      	68.3



      	Pass Dam Road.

    




    

      	72.6



      	Pass Telemark Lodge Road.

    




    

      	75.0



      	Return to First Street in Cable.

    


  




  Local Information




  Cable Chamber of Commerce; (800) 533-7454; www.cable4fun.com.




  Bayfield County Tourism and Recreation; (715) 373-6125 or (800) 472-6338; www.travelbayfieldcounty.com.




  Local Events/Attractions




  Firehouse 50, Grandview; first Saturday in August; (715) 763-3333; www.firehouse50.org.




  CAMBA Fat Tire Festival, Cable; mid-September; (715) 798-3599; www.cambatrails.org.




  Restaurants




  Brickhouse Cafe and Catering, 13458 Reynolds Street, Cable; (715) 798-5432.




  Corner Cafe, 43465 Highway 63, Cable; (715) 798-3003.




  Delta Diner, County Road H, Delta; (715) 372-6666; www.deltadiner.com.




  Accommodations




  Telemark Resort, 42225 Telemark Road, Cable; (877) 798-4718.




  Namekagon Campground, County Road D, Namekagon; (877) 444-6777; www.reserveus.com.




  Bike Shops




  Riverbrook Bike & Ski Shop, 13493 North Highway 63, Seeley; (866) 297-7687; www.riverbrookbike.com.




  Restrooms




  Start/finish: Visitor center or library.




  11.1: Two Lakes Campground.




  16.9: Drummond library or park.




  28.0: Delta Diner.




  42.1: Depot Museum or White River Saloon in Mason.




  49.4: Grand View City Park.




  66.5: Lakewoods Resort.




  Maps




  DeLorme: Wisconsin Atlas and Gazetteer: Page 94 C2.




  Wisconsin State Bicycle Map (Northern Section).




  Ashland and Bayfield County Bicycle Map.




  
4  Greg’s Packer Ramble




  




  A special place in the northern woodlands, this ride offers visitors and residents alike a genuine opportunity to enjoy the wild and scenic wonders of this diverse area. You’ll have a good time on a relaxing route that some locals find a great way to shake off the stresses of everyday life, especially after an NFL game. Starting in a town settled around a sawmill on the Namekagon River and known for its World Championship Lumberjack Show, this ramble first takes you out toward the Lake Chippewa Flowage. Soon you are climbing into the rolling hills as the route circles to the west into the open meadows and stands of jack pine forest. Upon reaching Beaver Lake Park, the tour turns north and enjoys the wildflowers along the road through the spring and summer or the colorful foliage in the fall. At the top of Chippanazie Road the ride comes full circle, returning on Company Lake Road back into Hayward.




  




  Start: Parking lot at South Dakota Avenue and Third Street in Hayward.




  Length: 31 miles with longer options available.




  Terrain: Rolling with a few easy climbs.




  Traffic and hazards: Use caution when riding for short distances on the local highways.




  Getting there: From the visitor center on Highway 63, turn northeast onto Iowa Avenue (a one-way street through the main shopping area), and after 2 blocks turn left on Third Street. You will find the parking lot and restrooms on the corner at South Dakota Avenue.




  Known for having the “World’s Largest Musky” and its lumberjack shows, you will find plenty of activities in Hayward before and after your ride. In 1883 a lumber-man named Anthony Judson Hayward settled here and built a sawmill on the Namekagon River. From the sawmill operation emerged a town, which has grown into an important resort community.




  The ramble leaves from the public parking lot at South Dakota Avenue and Third Street and heads through the downtown area. After riding around Hayward Lake, you continue on Wheeler Road, where you will enjoy the canopy over the rolling road as it meanders through the forest. Soon you are passing the Sawyer County Fair Grounds, and if you are fortunate enough to ride this ramble on the first Sunday in August, stop for a few minutes to watch the comedy of men in fire-retardant jump-suits racing around the track on riding lawnmowers.




  If you would like to add some additional miles to this ramble, consider riding some of the roads that meander around the Lake Chippewa Flowage. Pick up a Sawyer County map at the visitor center, and at mile 3.6 turn left on County Road B and pick your distance. Most of the roads around the flowage are paved, so enjoy.




  After passing the fairgrounds heading south on the ramble, you will find a stretch of road that offers a series of moderate rollers through the forest flora. Soon you will cruise along Spring Lake as the road meanders along the western shoreline. At the far end, at the boat landing, the route turns to the southwest and you gradually climb up the ridge. It’s worth the effort, and you’ll see why when you reach Old 27 Road while riding on the ridge. From here it’s a tree-lined cruise back down.




  Turn onto Rainbow Road and then cross the highway; the terrain opens up to pine forests and open meadows as you head west. In a couple miles turn north on Half Mile Road. Here the ramble takes you up Lakeshore Road, then at the 15.5 mark turn left on Beaver Lake Road. If you are looking for a rest stop, you can continue to the right for about a half mile to Beaver Lake County Park. Enjoy a picnic lunch here or the lake’s sandy beach.
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