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What people are saying about


Astrolations!


This book is intended for all those interested in the mysteries of life. Jill has remained faithful to Western and Chinese astrological traditions to present us with a book focused on the connection between them. She combines the thoroughness of clear and detailed explanations, and the colorful, suggestive style that characterizes the knowledge of Astrology. She organizes and explores the core principles of two systems and offers a new perspective on a better understanding of the self and interpersonal relationships.


Thank you, Jill, for allowing us to move forward with much pleasure on the path of wisdom.


Isabelle Ferreira de Sousa, Consultant Certificate in Astrology by the British Astrological and Psychic Society, Diploma in Morphology from the French Society of Morphopsychology


What a fabulous idea and great book! Astrolations! has combined the best of East and West: the animal signs of Chinese astrology and the insight of Western Sun signs. It’s a must-read!


Linda Joyce, astrologer, writer, and lecturer


A compelling addition to any astrological library with an ingenious interweaving of Western and Chinese astrology, demonstrating how a blending of both can produce a broader understanding of yourself and your relationships. Jill Carr has triumphed in describing personality traits of each Sun sign with their Chinese counterpart—a blend of 144 combinations. A Leo born in Pig year differs from a Leo Rat, with the Eastern subdivision into Metal, Water, Wood, Fire, Earth refining the interpretation further. A truly comprehensive run-down on individual characteristics and how they operate as life partners, family members, friends, and workmates. You won’t need to look any further.


Marjorie Orr, astrologer at www.star4cast.com
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“The force that moves the sun and the stars is the same force that moves the soul!”


Lluis Gisbert









Explanation of the Sections and How to Use Astrolations!


I have divided Astrolations! into seven main sections. It is very important to read this guide to the sections, as it will help you get the most out of Astrolations! and will enable you to find and understand the relevant sections as they apply to you.


Section 1: The Lists


This two-part section is in tabular form, and shows you how to find both your Western Zodiac sign and your Chinese animal sign, based on both your date and year of birth. You will also need to know the exact date and year of birth of anyone else you are looking up. The dates of each Sun sign are also given, with an explanation about the difference between your Sun sign and Western Zodiac sign, based on the precession of the equinoxes, also explained in this section.


Section 2: Western Astrological Signs


This section deals with Western astrological signs, or signs of the Zodiac, as they are known. After a short introduction to Western astrology, you will be able to look up the attributes of your very own sign, the planets and elements governing them, and the personal qualities of your sign. There is also a subsection describing the elements.


Section 3: Chinese Astrological Signs


This section deals with the Chinese Zodiac, its philosophy, and its history. There follows a description of the general characteristics of each animal sign and how your own sign is influenced by the five different elements in Chinese astrology.


Section 4: We Can Work It Out!


How to work out the compatibility in your personal relationships, be it with your partner, family, friends, or colleagues, referring to the Guide in Section 5. You will then be aware of what may cause personality clashes with friends, family, and colleagues, what works for you in a potential partner, as well as any causes of conflict with your existing partner.


Section 5: Compatibilities


This describes the combination of all the Western and Chinese signs, with an explanation of the characteristics of each. I then describe how each combined sign relates to others in personal relationships, family relationships, and as friend and colleague. There are 144 different combinations in all, starting with Aries Dragon and ending with Pisces Tiger. You will see that although I have started with the first sign of the Western Zodiac, Aries, I have not allied Aries with Rat, which is the first sign of the Chinese Zodiac. I use Theodora Lau’s method of combining the signs (see Reference Sources), which I feel makes more sense, because she explains that, as the Rat’s season is December and Winter, its parallel in Western astrology is Sagittarius, which also rules the same part of the year. The character of Sagittarius also has much more in common with Rat than does Aries.


Section 6: The 144 Combined Signs as Children


This section describes how each of the 144 combined signs present as children. If you, a relative, or a friend are expecting a child, then discover its potential character! Read about the character of your own children, or look back on how you were as a child, and compare notes with your parents, aunts and uncles, grandparents, siblings, and cousins.


Section 7: Notes and Further Reading




	
Moon signs and other planetary influences in Western astrology. Information regarding how to look up your Moon sign, your Rising sign (also called the Ascendant), and other planets in the solar system. The properties of your ruling planet in Western astrology, and how these relate to your sign.


	
Your ascendant sign in Chinese astrology. Information on how to find out your animal ascendant, and what this means for you.


	
Western astrology in the southern hemisphere. Find out how to interpret the different Western Zodiac signs from the perspective of your hemisphere.


	Famous people and their combined signs


	Notes on further reading












Preface


Have you ever wondered why you instantly gel with some people; your hackles rise with others; you rub along quite easily with others; or find that some people really drain you of energy? This guide will help you understand how your character is shaped by a combination of your Sun sign in Western astrology and your Chinese astrological animal sign, which is determined by the Moon. Both Western astrological signs and Chinese astrological signs have strong connections with the elements of our natural world, and while Western signs of the Zodiac are represented by the symbols most of us recognize, which change monthly, each sign in Chinese astrology is symbolized by an animal which governs for a lunar year. This changes with the first New Moon of the lunar year, meaning that the Moon must complete its yearly cycle before the next Chinese Year begins, which is why Chinese signs do not change on the same date every year.


Planet Earth, and how we inhabit it, is based on a harmonious balance of Yin and Yang, Negative and Positive. Each defines the other, as light defines dark, and dark defines light. The balance of these life-forces is at the root of astrology, and forms the basis of your astrological character, but of equal importance are the elements which constitute our physical world and which have overriding importance in astrology. The elements which comprise your combined Western and Chinese signs are key to understanding your character and how you relate to other people, and how they relate to you.


In this book, I have combined each Western astrological sign with each Chinese animal sign to give a comprehensive picture of each personality. You are one of 144 combined signs. You also have your Sun sign, Moon sign, your Rising sign, and your Venus, Mercury, and Mars signs to take into consideration, along with your Saturn, Jupiter, Uranus and Neptune, and Pluto signs, if you want to delve deeper. With all this combination of elements and influences in your sign, you will discover that you are truly unique!
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Introduction


Astrolations! is an astrological guide to understanding your relationship with partners, family members, friends, and colleagues, based on both Western astrology and Chinese astrology. In this guide you will discover the basic personality traits behind both your Western and Chinese astrological signs, as well as gaining an understanding of the elements which govern your particular blend of signs. You will then be able to discover the astrological makeup of other people in your life, provided you know their exact date, year, and place of birth, and will be able to understand more about all the people in your life!


Author’s notes


This astrological guide is intended to provide you with the means to find out what makes you tick astrologically by supplying you with an in-depth description of your combined Western and Eastern signs. Although most books dealing with astrological relationships focus on your romantic partner in life, this book goes one stage further by giving you information about how you relate to your partner, family members, children, friends, and colleagues. I have gone to some lengths to provide a comprehensive guide within this book, but there is still detective work for you to do in discovering how your respective elements match up, and contemplating the influence of your Moon sign, Rising sign, and other planets, on your own combined sign!


Gender-neutral approach


For the sake of gender fluidity and inclusivity, I have used the pronouns ‘they,’ ‘them,’ ‘their,’ throughout, instead of favoring the masculine pronoun.


A word about Yin and Yang; Positive and Negative; Male and Female


In Western cultures, the words ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ can be very value-laden, but it is important to understand that, in astrology, Negative, Positive; Yin, Yang; Female, Male, are mutually complementary. Each is necessary for the existence of the other. Negative is Yin, it is Female, and possesses the qualities traditionally associated with the female sex. Positive is Yang, it is Male, and possesses the qualities traditionally associated with the male sex. Each Chinese astrological sign is either Yin or Yang. Each Western astrological sign is either Negative or Positive. Western astrological signs also contain what are known as the quadruplicities, that is, the qualities Cardinal, Fixed, and Mutable, which each govern four signs. I will explain more about these in Section 2, where I describe the features of Western astrology.









Section 1


The Lists


Dates of each sign in Western astrology (signs of the Zodiac)


Most of us know our Western Zodiac sign, which is popularly referred to as our ‘star sign.’ There are 12 of these signs, which govern whoever was born within a period of roughly a month.










	Aries


	21 March to 19 April







	Taurus


	20 April to 21 May







	Gemini


	22 May to 21 June







	Cancer


	22 June to 22 July







	Leo


	23 July to 22 August







	Virgo


	23 August to 22 September







	Libra


	23 September to 22 October







	Scorpio


	23 October to 21 November







	Sagittarius


	22 November to 21 December







	Capricorn


	22 December to 20 January







	Aquarius


	21 January to 19 February







	Pisces


	20 February to 20 March








The precession of the equinoxes


Astrology is an ancient practice devised well over 2000 years ago by the Babylonians in the area once known as Mesopotamia. The constellations after which the signs of the Zodiac are named reside on the elliptical orbit on which the major planets revolve around the Sun. However, in those times it was believed that the Sun revolved around the Earth, and that its light in the course of one year, on its apparent path around the Earth, roughly coincided with the changing seasons of the year in the northern hemisphere. Therefore, Aries was ordained as the first sign, as it coincided with the vernal equinox and marked the beginning of spring. The original Zodiac signs continued around each month of the year, roughly falling in line with the agricultural calendar. However, the constellations which bear the same names as the Zodiac signs with which we are familiar in Western astrology originally appeared during the tenure of these signs. Now, due to the precession of the equinoxes (an explanation follows), the constellations have moved almost a whole sign away from their original sign, so the Sun may have risen in a different constellation from your Zodiac sign on the day you were born! This is because the Earth’s orbit is elliptical, not a perfect sphere, so it ‘wobbles’ along its celestial path, causing a slight slippage each year, and in the course of over 2000 years this slippage is now considerable!


Precession can be explained as the movement of the celestial equator (the projection of the Earth’s equator into space) in relation to fixed stars and the ecliptic, which is the apparent path of the Sun’s motion as viewed from the Earth. Sir Isaac Newton (1643–1727) demonstrated that precession results from the non-spherical shape of the Earth, causing it to rotate in an oscillatory fashion. This ‘wobble,’ called precession, is caused by the gravitational attraction of the Moon on the Earth’s equatorial bulge.


Your true Sun sign


Your Sun sign is defined as the position of the Sun on the date of your birth, which may be different from your Zodiac sign. Your basic character and your physicality are defined by your Zodiac sign, but your Sun sign describes your essence and your true personality.


You have the Sun in these signs, if born between the dates which follow. This means that your Zodiac sign may differ from your Sun sign, and you will need to look up two different combined signs to find out the full picture of your personality. Some people may have the Sun in their Zodiac sign, making them a ‘true’ native of that sign; for example, if you were born on 14 August, then you are a ‘true’ Leo, as you were born under the Zodiac sign of Leo, and the Sun also rose in Leo on the day you were born.










	Sun in:


	If born between:







	Aries


	18 April and 12 May







	Taurus


	13 May and 20 June







	Gemini


	21 June and 19 July







	Cancer


	20 July and 9 August







	Leo


	10 August and 15 September







	Virgo


	16 September and 29 October







	Libra


	30 October and 22 November







	Scorpio


	23 November and 17 December







	Sagittarius


	18 December and 19 January







	Capricorn


	20 January and 16 February







	Aquarius


	17 February and 10 March







	Pisces


	11 March and 17 April








The constellation of Ophiuchus, the Serpent Bearer


Those of you with a keen interest in astrology may have read about this major constellation which resides on the ecliptic, along with the 12 constellations of the Zodiac, ruling from 30 November to 17 December. Some astrologers believe that this constellation has an additional effect on those born under the Sun sign of Scorpio, and its symbol, a large coiled serpent being held by a powerful male figure, recalls some of the ancient symbolism in the signs of both Virgo and Scorpio, when the coiled serpent lay between these two signs, before Libra took its place between them.


People born during the tenure of Ophiuchus, as well as having some of the characteristics of both Scorpio and Sagittarius, are said to be passionate, sly, insidious in their dealings, inquisitive, and intrusive in the affairs of others.


Years and dates of each Chinese Zodiac sign from 1900 to 2032












	Sign


	Dates


	Element







	RAT


	31 January 1900 to 18 February 1901


	METAL







	OX


	19 February 1901 to 7 February 1902


	METAL







	TIGER


	8 February 1902 to 28 January 1903


	WATER







	RABBIT


	29 January 1903 to 15 February 1904


	WATER







	DRAGON


	16 February 1904 to 3 February 1905


	WOOD







	SNAKE


	4 February 1905 to 24 January 1906


	WOOD







	HORSE


	25 January 1906 to 12 February 1907


	FIRE







	SHEEP


	13 February 1907 to 1 February 1908


	FIRE







	MONKEY


	2 February 1908 to 21 January 1909


	EARTH







	ROOSTER


	22 January 1909 to 9 February 1910


	EARTH







	DOG


	10 February 1910 to 29 January 1911


	METAL







	PIG


	30 January 1911 to 17 February 1912


	METAL








***












	RAT


	18 February 1912 to 5 February 1913


	WATER







	OX


	6 February 1913 to 25 January 1914


	WATER







	TIGER


	26 January 1914 to 13 February 1915


	WOOD







	RABBIT


	14 February 1915 to 2 February 1916


	WOOD







	DRAGON


	3 February 1916 to 22 January 1917


	FIRE







	SNAKE


	23 January 1917 to 10 February 1918


	FIRE







	HORSE


	11 February 1918 to 31 January 1919


	EARTH







	SHEEP


	1 February 1919 to 19 February 1920


	EARTH







	MONKEY


	20 February 1920 to 7 February 1921


	METAL







	ROOSTER


	8 February 1921 to 27 January 1922


	METAL







	DOG


	28 January 1922 to 15 February 1923


	WATER







	PIG


	16 February 1923 to 4 February 1924


	WATER








***












	RAT


	5 February 1924 to 24 January 1925


	WOOD







	OX


	25 January 1925 to 12 February 1926


	WOOD







	TIGER


	13 February 1926 to 1 February 1927


	FIRE







	RABBIT


	2 February 1927 to 22 January 1928


	FIRE







	DRAGON


	23 January 1928 to 9 February 1929


	EARTH







	SNAKE


	10 February 1929 to 29 January 1930


	EARTH







	HORSE


	30 January 1930 to 16 February 1931


	METAL







	SHEEP


	17 February 1931 to 5 February 1932


	METAL







	MONKEY


	6 February 1932 to 25 January 1933


	WATER







	ROOSTER


	26 January 1933 to 13 February 1934


	WATER







	DOG


	14 February 1934 to 3 February 1935


	WOOD







	PIG


	4 February 1935 to 23 January 1936


	WOOD








***












	RAT


	24 January 1936 to 10 February 1937


	FIRE







	OX


	11 February 1937 to 30 January 1938


	FIRE







	TIGER


	31 January 1938 to 18 February 1939


	EARTH







	RABBIT


	19 February 1939 to 7 February 1940


	EARTH







	DRAGON


	8 February 1940 to 26 January 1941


	METAL







	SNAKE


	27 January 1941 to 14 February 1942


	METAL







	HORSE


	15 February 1942 to 4 February 1943


	WATER







	SHEEP


	5 February 1943 to 24 January 1944


	WATER







	MONKEY


	25 January 1944 to 12 February 1945


	WOOD







	ROOSTER


	13 February 1945 to 1 February 1946


	WOOD







	DOG


	2 February 1946 to 21 January 1947


	FIRE







	PIG


	22 January 1947 to 9 February 1948


	FIRE








***












	RAT


	10 February 1948 to 28 January 1949


	EARTH







	OX


	29 January 1949 to 16 February 1950


	EARTH







	TIGER


	17 February 1950 to 5 February 1951


	METAL







	RABBIT


	6 February 1951 to 26 January 1952


	METAL







	DRAGON


	27 January 1952 to 13 February 1953


	WATER







	SNAKE


	14 February 1953 to 2 February 1954


	WATER







	HORSE


	3 February 1954 to 23 January 1955


	WOOD







	SHEEP


	24 January 1955 to 11 February 1956


	WOOD







	MONKEY


	12 February 1956 to 30 January 1957


	FIRE







	ROOSTER


	31 January 1957 to 17 February 1958


	FIRE







	DOG


	18 February 1958 to 7 February 1959


	EARTH







	PIG


	8 February 1959 to 27 January 1960


	EARTH








***












	RAT


	28 January 1960 to 14 February 1961


	METAL







	OX


	15 February 1961 to 4 February 1962


	METAL







	TIGER


	5 February 1962 to 24 February 1963


	WATER







	RABBIT


	25 January 1963 to 12 February 1964


	WATER







	DRAGON


	13 February 1964 to 1 February 1965


	WOOD







	SNAKE


	2 February 1965 to 20 January 1966


	WOOD







	HORSE


	21 January 1966 to 8 February 1967


	FIRE







	SHEEP


	9 February 1967 to 29 January 1968


	FIRE







	MONKEY


	30 January 1968 to 16 February 1969


	EARTH







	ROOSTER


	17 February 1969 to 5 February 1970


	EARTH







	DOG


	6 February 1970 to 26 January 1971


	METAL







	PIG


	27 January 1971 to 15 February 1972


	METAL








***












	RAT


	16 February 1972 to 2 February 1973


	WATER







	OX


	3 February 1973 to 22 January 1974


	WATER







	TIGER


	23 January 1974 to 10 February 1975


	WOOD







	RABBIT


	11 February 1975 to 30 January 1976


	WOOD







	DRAGON


	31 January 1976 to 17 February 1977


	FIRE







	SNAKE


	18 February 1977 to 6 February 1978


	FIRE







	HORSE


	7 February 1978 to 27 January 1979


	EARTH







	SHEEP


	28 January 1979 to 15 February 1980


	EARTH







	MONKEY


	16 February 1980 to 4 February 1981


	METAL







	ROOSTER


	5 February 1981 to 24 January 1982


	METAL







	DOG


	25 January 1982 to 12 February 1983


	WATER







	PIG


	13 February 1983 to 1 February 1984


	WATER








***












	RAT


	2 February 1984 to 19 February 1985


	WOOD







	OX


	20 February 1985 to 8 February 1986


	WOOD







	TIGER


	9 February 1986 to 28 January 1987


	FIRE







	RABBIT


	29 January 1987 to 16 February 1988


	FIRE







	DRAGON


	17 February 1988 to 5 February 1989


	EARTH







	SNAKE


	6 February 1989 to 26 January 1990


	EARTH







	HORSE


	27 January 1990 to 14 February 1991


	METAL







	SHEEP


	15 February 1991 to 3 February 1992


	METAL







	MONKEY


	4 February 1992 to 22 January 1993


	WATER







	ROOSTER


	23 January 1993 to 9 February 1994


	WATER







	DOG


	10 February 1994 to 30 January 1995


	WOOD







	PIG


	31 January 1995 to 18 February 1996


	WOOD








***












	RAT


	19 February 1996 to 6 February 1997


	FIRE







	OX


	7 February 1997 to 27 January 1998


	FIRE







	TIGER


	28 January 1998 to 15 February 1999


	EARTH







	RABBIT


	16 February 1999 to 4 February 2000


	EARTH







	DRAGON


	5 February 2000 to 23 January 2001


	METAL







	SNAKE


	24 January 2001 to 11 February 2002


	METAL







	HORSE


	12 February 2002 to 31 January 2003


	WATER







	SHEEP


	1 February 2003 to 21 January 2004


	WATER







	MONKEY


	22 January 2004 to 8 February 2005


	WOOD







	ROOSTER


	9 February 2005 to 28 January 2006


	WOOD







	DOG


	29 January 2006 to 17 February 2007


	FIRE







	PIG


	18 February 2007 to 6 February 2008


	FIRE








***












	RAT


	7 February 2008 to 24 January 2009


	EARTH







	OX


	25 January 2009 to 13 February 2010


	EARTH







	TIGER


	14 February 2010 to 2 February 2011


	METAL







	RABBIT


	3 February 2011 to 22 January 2012


	METAL







	DRAGON


	23 January 2012 to 9 February 2013


	WATER







	SNAKE


	10 February 2013 to 30 January 2014


	WATER







	HORSE


	31 January 2014 to 18 February 2015


	WOOD







	SHEEP


	19 February 2015 to 7 February 2016


	WOOD







	MONKEY


	8 February 2016 to 27 January 2017


	FIRE







	ROOSTER


	28 January 2017 to 15 February 2018


	FIRE







	DOG


	16 February 2018 to 4 February 2019


	EARTH







	PIG


	5 February 2019 to 24 January 2020


	EARTH








***












	RAT


	25 January 2020 to 11 February 2021


	METAL







	OX


	12 February 2021 to 31 January 2022


	METAL







	TIGER


	1 February 2022 to 21 January 2023


	WATER







	RABBIT


	22 January 2023 to 9 February 2024


	WATER







	DRAGON


	10 February 2024 to 25 January 2025


	WOOD







	SNAKE


	26 January 2025 to 16 February 2026


	WOOD







	HORSE


	17 February 2026 to 5 February 2027


	FIRE







	SHEEP


	6 February 2027 to 25 January 2028


	FIRE







	MONKEY


	26 January 2028 to 12 February 2029


	EARTH







	ROOSTER


	13 February 2029 to 2 February 2030


	EARTH







	DOG


	3 February 2030 to 22 January 2031


	METAL







	PIG


	23 January 2031 to 10 February 2032


	METAL















Section 2


Western Astrological Signs


Most of us know our ‘star sign,’ and we know that each sign falls roughly within one calendar month. In Western astrology, the ancient astrologers of Babylonian times, well over 2000 years ago, tracked the Sun’s celestial course as it passed on its apparent path through all the major constellations, giving us what we know as the 12 signs of the Zodiac. You will see that each sign falls within certain agricultural periods of the year in the northern hemisphere; for example, Virgo falls roughly within harvest time. (Readers in the southern hemisphere, please see Notes at the end of the book.) All signs were given a ruling planet, and an essential element, either Fire, Earth, Air, or Water. These elements are called the triplicities, that is, they each affect three signs. In addition, each sign has either a Cardinal, Fixed, or Mutable quality, and these are called the quadruplicities, that is, they each affect four signs.


It’s elementary!


Yes, the elements really are fundamental to understanding the chemistry between us all. The elements of the Western Zodiac signs are divided into Fire, Earth, Air, and Water, while the elements of the Chinese Zodiac signs are divided into Metal, Water, Wood, Fire, and Earth. You will find out about how the elements influence you when I explain the attributes of each sign in both the Western Zodiac and the Chinese Zodiac, and I will now explain how to discover the balance of elements in your own individual combined sign.


The four elements in Western astrology (the triplicities, that is, they affect three signs)


Fire




	Keywords: Ardent, Keen



	The Fire signs are: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius






Fire-dominated people are enthusiastic, inspiring, and have strong appetites in all spheres. They often have boundless energy and a lust for life. They enjoy company and have strong feelings, often being overtaken by emotion. They love excitement and can be impatient, but they are also warmhearted and demonstrative with their affections. For each of the three Western Fire signs, I will explain how the Fire element is manifested. Remember that the element of Fire will be one of many elements in your astrological makeup.


Earth




	Keywords: Practical, Cautious



	The Earth signs are: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn






Earth-dominated people are dependable, careful, and steadfast, and like to be sure of their environment before making any moves. They are often lacking in imagination, but are reliable and trustworthy. Order and routine make them feel safe, and they are loyally committed to their family and friends. For each of the three Western Earth signs, I will explain how the Earth element is manifested. Remember that the element of Earth will be one of many elements in your astrological makeup.


Air




	Keywords: Intellectual, Communicative



	The Air signs are: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius






Air-dominated people love to connect with people, and are often buzzing with ideas, which they love to disseminate. They can seem shallow and artificial, but this is because they often flit from one idea or plan to the next. They love new scientific ideas, and indeed all means of communication, and are versatile, dextrous, and eager to try their hand at anything. For each of the three Western Air signs, I will explain how the Air element is manifested. Remember that the element of Air will be one of many elements in your astrological makeup.


Water




	Keywords: Emotional, Sensitive



	The Water signs are: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces






Water-dominated people often have hidden depths to their character, and the phrase ‘still waters run deep’ describes a Water sign very well. They are intuitive and reflective, and prefer to insinuate themselves and their ideas, rather than to be blatant in their presentation. They can be unstable if not given shape, and people born under a Water sign often need a stronger character to help them realize their future, and to understand their true self, otherwise they can be led into depravity. They can find it difficult to focus and often seem to be in a dream or fantasy world, as this is a very creative character. They have strong emotions and passions, and are often visionary, but benefit from support from others in their lives. For each of the three Western Water signs, I will explain how the Water element is manifested. Remember that the element of Water will be one of many elements in your astrological makeup.


The three qualities in Western astrology (the quadruplicities, that is, they affect four signs)


Cardinal




	Keywords: Outgoing, Proactive



	The Cardinal signs are: Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn






This is the quality of directness, whether in action, speech, thought, or leadership. People with the Cardinal quality in their sign can be controlling and outspoken, especially if in a Positive sign.


Fixed




	Keywords: Rigid, Resistant



	The Fixed signs are: Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius






This is the quality of stability and steadfastness. People with the Fixed quality in their sign can be very resistant to change, and find it difficult to veer from their rigidly held beliefs. They often lack imagination, but are resolute and conscientious in their approach. They can be possessive, but are honest and devoted.


Mutable




	Keywords: Adaptable, Changeable



	The Mutable signs are: Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces






This is the quality of open-mindedness and fluidity of thought. However, people with the Mutable quality in their sign can also be unreliable and inconsistent, and too ready to take the easy option. Although able to adapt to change in their environment, they are often very open to persuasion and unable to settle, but they are usually versatile and agreeable to ideas. They can be innovative, creative, and also garrulous.


How different elements in Western astrology relate to each other


Air fans the flames of Fire, and Fire heats Air. Earth contains Water, and Water nourishes Earth. Earth can stifle the ardor of Fire, and Fire can scorch Earth. Air cools Earth, and Earth can smother Air. Water dampens, or extinguishes, the spirit of Fire, and Fire can make Water overheat. Air can agitate Water, and Water can create storms in Air.


***


There now follows a description of each sign of the Zodiac in Western astrology, headed by the animal or symbolic character which rules that sign, followed by either Positive or Negative, then the quality which applies, followed by the element that rules the sign, the sign’s planetary ruler, and finally its bodily part.


Aries the Ram




	Positive, Cardinal, Fire


	Planetary ruler: Mars



	Bodily part: Head






Your Zodiac sign is Aries if you were born between 21 March and 19 April. If you were born on the first or the last date of Aries, then you may feel an affinity with the previous sign (Pisces) or the following sign (Taurus). This could well be to do with your Moon sign (see Section 7) or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign (see Section 1 above).


The Aries character


Everyone knows when Aries walks into the room. This person will be striking to look at, will carry themselves well, have strong features, and will often have red, auburn, or chestnut hair. They will instantly want to join in any conversation they happen upon, either with a chatty remark, or with a strong opinion. The sign of Aries rules the head, and Aries likes to tackle situations, indeed life as a whole, head-on, dealing with what they perceive, and often diving into confrontations rather than thinking around the situation first. They can be hot-tempered individuals, often boiling over in response to a situation before they calm down. However, Aries is a vibrant, warm, and friendly personality, who will often dominate conversations; indeed, they love the sound of their own voice! They are usually physically active people, enjoying hot, sweaty sports, brisk walks, and anything involving heat. They are passionate lovers, and prefer being the chaser in love matters, but this will also depend on their Venus and Moon sign.


Cardinal, Positive Fire is the most outgoing of the Cardinal signs—the rushing, all-consuming Fire of infernos. They will push for what is best for them, and are always at the forefront of what is going on. They are often loud, boisterous, assertive, and competitive, but also upfront, open, honest, and lovable.


If you are Aries, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Taurus the Bull




	Negative, Fixed, Earth


	Planetary ruler: Venus



	Bodily part: Neck






Your Zodiac sign is Taurus if you were born between 20 April and 21 May. If you were born on the first or last dates of your sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Aries) or the following sign (Gemini), which could well be to do with your Moon sign (see Section 7), or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


The Taurus character


Taurus is steadfast, loyal, and reserved. Being an Earth sign with the Fixed quality, they will be more cautious than other Fixed signs and will want to keep their feet firmly on terra firma. Taurus usually has a slow and measured way of talking, and they may well have large heads with curly or wavy hair which is brown or brunette. Their necks are strong and well-formed, and they often have melodious voices. They prefer a conservative lifestyle, wanting to keep to traditional and tested ways, being wary of trying out anything new. They are also very good at conserving what they possess, be it goods, wealth, or produce. Taureans are often fond of gardening and farming, being good at husbandry and practical tasks. They are very attached to their possessions and can be materialistic, becoming set in their ways unless persuaded to venture out of their fixed pattern of life. The Fixed Earth, Negative quality of Taurus means that they are inward-looking and very resistant to change, being the most fixed of the Fixed signs. However, they usually have an equable temperament and a quiet and thoughtful disposition, being very dependable and trustworthy, but they can also be possessive. Fixed Earth is the smothering nature of Earth which surrounds us, so people born under the sign of Taurus should be careful not to be overprotective, both of their possessions and of their loved ones.


If you are Taurus, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Gemini the Twins




	Positive, Mutable, Air


	Planetary ruler: Mercury



	Bodily parts: Hands, Arms, Nerves, Lungs, Respiratory System






You are Gemini if you were born between 22 May and 21 June. If you were born on the first or last day of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of Taurus (previous sign) or Cancer (following sign). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


The Gemini character


Gemini is a Positive and Mutable Air sign, so there will be a quick energy in this person, along with mental agility and a restless air of nervous energy. Geminians are often dextrous too, gesticulating to emphasize their speech, and may also be fleet of foot. Communication means everything to Gemini, and they love to chat, gossip, and generally pass the time of day. They are inquisitive and show a lively interest in others’ goings on. The internet age suits them entirely, as they love all types of social media and are often prolific ‘posters.’ When Gemini enters a peopled space, they will quickly scan it to see if there is anyone there that they know, and will notice everything about their surroundings. Often beset by worries about making the right decisions, the duality of their nature means that they see both sides of a proposition, and may regret making one decision instead of another. Geminis can make good actors, as they are adept at hiding their true self and ‘becoming’ someone else. This is part of their nature, and they can be described as ‘two-faced,’ especially if they are inclined to gossip. They may also find it a challenge to complete tasks, often lacking concentration, and having many projects on the go.


The Air of Gemini is Mutable and Positive, being the rushing wind soughing through the treetops. Their Positive, Mutable nature can make them quixotic and frequently temperamental. They will often be spontaneous in their actions, being generally reactive rather than proactive, but will tackle a project with gusto if it absorbs their interest.


If you are Gemini, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Cancer the Crab




	Negative, Cardinal, Water


	Planetary ruler: The Moon



	Bodily parts: Breasts, Stomach, Alimentary System






You are Cancer if you were born between 22 June and 22 July. If you were born on the first or last date of your sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of Gemini (previous sign) or Leo (following sign). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


The Cancer character


Cancer is a Cardinal and Negative Water sign, giving us someone whose nature is complicated by many influences. Cancer is the protective ‘mother’ sign, and a typical Cancerian has a wish to nurture, protect, and care. They will have an emotional and sympathetic nature, and will readily lend a listening ear to the woes of friends and family. Cancer may also have a tendency to hoard—their home is very important to them, and they like to be surrounded by objects and possessions which give them a sense of security. They can also be nostalgic and sentimental, so will enjoy having items of memorabilia dotted around their home. They are usually close to kith and kin too, and may be drawn to live where they grew up, surrounded by familiarity, or they may develop a close circle of supportive friends in their chosen locality, creating a ‘family.’ Cancer types can be oversensitive and will react to perceived slights in a snappy way, or retreat into sulks. They should be careful not to brood over past hurts, which can lead to peevishness in older age. As well as being protective, Cancer often likes to feel protected, and will develop a hard shell, just like the crab, to appear braver than they really feel. If they feel threatened, they will react with a sharp comment or a sly punch or kick. They will also react swiftly to attacks on themselves and their family.


Cancer, being a Cardinal and Negative Water sign, is an outgoing person, who is also conflicted, brooding, and reflective. With the Moon as its ruling planet, and Water as its ruling element, Cancer’s Cardinal Water is the Moon reflected in still waters, usually serene, but also subject to disturbances from agitation on its surface.


If you are Cancer, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign, which is particularly relevant for Cancerians. See Section 7 to find out.


Leo the Lion




	Positive, Fixed, Fire


	Planetary ruler: The Sun



	Bodily parts: Heart, Back






You are Leo if born between 23 July and 22 August. If you were born on the first or last dates of this sign, then you may feel you have an affinity with the characteristics from the previous sign (Cancer) or the following sign (Virgo). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


The Leo character


Leo is a Positive and Fixed Fire sign, so Leo’s Fire is a contained and predictable Fire, like the steadily blazing fire in the hearth, providing warmth and a focal point in the home. However, if stoked too much, it may get out of control, or blaze too fiercely. Similarly, Leos can become over-excited, or too full of themselves, making some people tire of them. Leo’s ruler is the Sun, which all the planets revere, and Leos do love to be the center of attention. However, their Fixed nature can make them resistant to change, and somewhat controlling.


Although self-expressive, like the first Fire sign, Aries, Leo needs to be careful of the Fixity of their sign, which can cause a block to their creative urges and, indeed, their willingness to entertain different areas of thought. Predominantly, Leo is openhearted, genuine in their friendships, and generous and loyal toward their loved ones. They want to be liked and recognized, and enjoy being the center of attention and being applauded. Physically, they have a sunny look, with blond, gold, or coppery hair, and they walk with a straight, sometimes stiff, posture. Their features are usually arranged pleasingly, and they have a ready smile. Leos attract other people with their enthusiasm and natural leadership qualities, and are often inspiring to pupils or anyone they instruct (which they love doing, by the way). They find it easy to order people around, having a natural organizing ability, but they should be careful not to be too domineering and to allow others a say in how things should be done. Leo loves performing and will often be a little show-off as a child, wanting praise and recognition. The Leo person likes to be liked above all, and has an affectionate nature, feeling hurt when snubbed by people who find them a bit much, which will make them feel dejected, but only for a short while! They are often better at the big picture than fine detail, and may be rather reckless and slapdash in their presentation, but many people are happy to carry out their big plans and add finesse to them. Leos are very brave when protecting their loved ones, and are sincere and heartfelt when expressing their feelings.


If you are Leo, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Virgo the Virgin




	Negative, Mutable, Earth


	Planetary ruler: Mercury



	Bodily parts: Hands, Nervous System, Intestines






You are Virgo if born between 23 August and 22 September. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Leo) or the following sign (Libra). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


The Virgo character


Virgo is a Negative and Mutable Earth sign, so, unlike Taurus, the first Earth sign, Virgos are generally busier and quicker in their ways than the more plodding Taurus. Many Virgoans appear to be standoffish and very self-contained, but they are simply reserved in manner, and want to know a bit more about people before they commit to friendships or relationships. They are good at attention to detail and become irked if plans aren’t followed precisely. However, being a Mutable sign, they are able to adapt to changes, as long as their well-ordered routine isn’t disrupted too much! They are often scrupulously hygienic, and like a neat and tidy home and workspace. They can also be quite nervy, and will fidget a lot, or worry about what some would see as small issues but which can take on a lot of importance for them. The Earth of their sign is displayed as an attention to practical detail, and they have the ambiguous nature of a dust storm blown from the fields or desert. Physically, they often have a quiet look, with soft or wavy brown hair, and fine features, and will express themselves with their hands, like Gemini. They have a tendency to merge into the background, and usually walk quickly, with small steps.


Virgo likes to go about their own business in a methodical way, and is quite content with not receiving praise for their efforts. They are also happy to provide service to others in a quiet and unassuming way. Virgoans should be careful not to be too critical of others’ standards of cleanliness and hygiene, which may not be as high as their own. They have a tendency to nag, because they hate to see sloppiness, but sometimes it is wiser for them to hold back with the criticism. Virgos enjoy expressing themselves artistically and musically, always aiming for perfection, but can be timid about wholeheartedly expressing themselves, often pulling back for fear of failure.


If you are Virgo, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Libra the Scales




	Positive, Cardinal, Air


	Planetary ruler: Venus



	Bodily part: Kidneys






You are Libra if born between 23 September and 22 October. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Virgo) or the following sign (Scorpio). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Libra is a Positive and Cardinal Air sign. This is the second Air sign, and, as a Positive, Cardinal sign, Librans are forthright, but also circumspect with their speech and actions. The Air of Libra is the cooling breeze swirling around, stirring up eddies of old leaves in the autumn, or rustling through the new leaves of trees in the spring.


The Libra character


Libra is a communicator of ideas, a gatherer of people together, a diplomat who keeps groups of people content and happy. They are often devoted to the wellbeing of their partner and family, and will want to keep the peace so as to keep the union strong. As with Taurus, also ruled by Venus, they have a desire for happiness, contentment, and the good things in life. They can be materialistic inasmuch as they want the outer trappings of their life to reflect their success in life. They will actively dislike being in uncongenial surroundings and will be upset by situations they find difficult to understand. Libra can be idealistic and will sometimes put their loved one on a pedestal, being disappointed if they do not fit in with their ideals. They always want to make the best of themselves and present a good image, and they would like their partner and their children to do the same. Librans dislike confrontation and harsh words—disharmony, in other words. They should also be careful not to be too vapid, often avoiding making a judgment because they cannot weigh matters up quickly enough. They are able to see both sides of any problem or situation, which can be helpful in some situations, but a hindrance in others. Librans will try to please all of the people all of the time, which can cause them stress. They are often very attractive in appearance and manner, and have a pleasantly modulated voice.


If you are Libra, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Scorpio the Scorpion




	Negative, Fixed, Water


	Planetary rulers: Mars and Pluto



	Bodily parts: Reproductive Organs






You are Scorpio if you were born between 23 October and 21 November. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Libra) or the following sign (Sagittarius). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Scorpio is a Negative and Fixed Water sign. The Water in Scorpio is the raging torrent, as Fixity in Water can create turmoil. It can also be the unfathomable depths of the ocean. Scorpio is a complex sign, as, in ancient days, the Eagle was the symbol of Scorpio. Indeed, the four tetramorphs, or cornerstones, in ancient religious practices are represented by the Bull (Taurus), the Lion (Leo), the Eagle (Scorpio), and the Angel (Aquarius). These are all the Fixed signs. The conflicted nature of Scorpio means that it either stays in a restricted way on the ground, like the scorpion, or soars above all on eagle’s wings.


The Scorpio character


As described above, Scorpio can suffer from inner conflict arising from the dual influences on their sign. Their Negative influence manifests itself by causing them to keep their feelings to themselves, but also allowing them to hold reserves of strength if needed. Scorpionic people possess intensity of feeling and may be ‘all or nothing’ in their approach. They can become overly attached to people, and the Scorpio with more of the Scorpion’s influence will be very possessive, becoming very involved in the lives of their nearest and dearest. They can suffer feelings of resentment and may also harbor deep-seated grudges, being over-secretive. The Scorpio with more of the Eagle’s influence will not suffer fools gladly, and will have a detached view of the world around them, keeping an ‘eagle eye’ on the doings of those close to them. They invest heavily emotionally, but often find it very hard to express their feelings. Scorpios are often passionate about causes, hobbies, or their loved ones, and enjoy convivial times with friends and family. Often charismatic, with a brooding, dark appearance and intensity of gaze, Scorpio does nothing by halves!


If you are Scorpio, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Sagittarius the Archer




	Positive, Mutable, Fire


	Planetary ruler: Jupiter



	Bodily parts: Hips, Thighs, Liver






You are Sagittarius if born between 22 November and 21 December. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Scorpio) or the following sign (Capricorn). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Sagittarius is a Positive and Mutable Fire sign, which gives us an upbeat and cheerful character, like Leo, the second Fire sign, but with the same Mutable quality of Gemini, its opposite sign. The Positive Fire of Sagittarius is the burning torch, carried aloft, or the crackling bonfire by which we warm our hands on a cold evening. The Mutability of Sagittarius expresses itself in a dislike of being hemmed in, and freedom of mind and spirit.


The Sagittarian character


Sagittarians generally have many interests, and will want to express themselves in their own time and space. It is very easy for Sagittarians to let their minds wander, so self-discipline is something they need to work on. They usually have a ready wit, and are not overly concerned about tidiness in their surroundings or workspace. They occasionally appear to have an arrogant manner, because they are often quite singular in their approach and like to go about their business in their own way. Sagittarians love the freedom of the outdoors, and enjoy freedom in relationships too, often not wanting to commit for fear of missing out on whatever else is on offer! They have an adventurous spirit, resenting being tied down, loving to be out and about, getting involved in social events and generally passing the time. They have an active mind and a restless energy, but are also capable of deep thought and philosophical musings. Sagittarians do enjoy pontificating on matters and should take care not to hog the limelight, especially when they are in the mood to tell jokes, which can be rather coarse at times! However, Sagittarius is generally a cheerful delight to be with, and will wholeheartedly take part in all activities which are available. Their appearance is healthy, with a ruddy complexion and often an aquiline nose. Their hair is dark or brunette, often being swept back over a high or domed forehead, and they usually walk with a long stride, having strong legs.


If you are Sagittarius, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Capricorn the Goat




	Negative, Cardinal, Earth


	Planetary ruler: Saturn



	Bodily parts: Knees, Joints, Bones, Skin






You are Capricorn if born between 22 December and 20 January. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Sagittarius) or the following sign (Aquarius). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Capricorn is a Negative, Cardinal Earth sign, so we have Negative Earth, being careful and cautious, coupled with Cardinal Earth, meaning that Capricornians look onward and upward in their attempts to gain security in the world. The Cardinal Earth of Capricorn is determined and responsible, and can have dual attributes. It can be the solid clay soil which sticks to boots, weighing a person down with responsibility and cares, or it can be the lofty mountain crags over which the mountain goat leaps with ease, dealing with problems in a systematic way, rather than being mired in tedium. All careworn Capricorns want to be that majestic, horned mountain goat at heart, living their solitary lives in airy splendor, but with hooves firmly anchored to the Earth by solid, ages-old rock. The ancient symbol of Capricorn was the mythical Sea Goat, and, as Sagittarius was originally represented by the mythical Centaur, half man, half horse, so Capricorn the Sea Goat was half fish, half goat.


The Capricorn character


Capricorns are often in danger of becoming mired in responsibility and can become old before their time. The planetary ruler of Capricorn, Saturn, imbues the Capricornian with a sense of grim determination to see things through, and Cardinal Earth means that they will stick at tasks, pursuing their goals to the bitter end. In general, the Capricorn person wants to feel safe and secure, and wishes to be the provider of safety and security for themselves and their family, and can be single-mindedly ambitious in achieving these aims. They are often serious characters, preferring to deal with tasks on their own, eschewing offers of outside help, and are also quite happy spending hours alone. They are often good problem-solvers, and a loyal, faithful partner and friend. The Capricornian also needs to beware of becoming too miserly in the interests of economy, and being too obsessive about sticking to their rules of punctuality and order. They can also be hoarders, clinging on to reminders of the past.


Capricorns are often grave in bearing, with a long, sometimes lined face. They may suffer from skin problems, often having had acne when younger. They have dark or reddish hair, and walk with a purposeful gait, usually being fairly loose-limbed.


If you are Capricorn, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Aquarius the Water Carrier




	Positive, Fixed, Air


	Planetary ruler: Uranus



	Bodily parts: Shins, Ankles, Circulatory System






You are Aquarius if you were born between 21 January and 19 February. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Capricorn) or the following sign (Pisces). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Aquarius is a Positive, Fixed Air sign, and like its opposite sign, Leo, has a set approach to life, but is also openhearted and sociable. However, its element is Air, and the Fixed Air of Aquarius is the steady, strong wind which causes ideas to spin in our heads, and can also be the ‘breath of fresh air’ that such people are described as bringing to a group, with their new ideas and skills of communication. Aquarius is traditionally depicted as the Water Carrier, but ancient symbolism depicts this sign as an angel, and the water that is poured can be described as the Water of Knowledge and Understanding that Aquarius wishes to be available to all humanity.


The Aquarius character


Aquarius is a disseminator of ideas and new ways of thinking, and they definitely blow away the cobwebs in any setting. Aquarians enjoy talking with groups of people, exchanging ideas, and being stimulated by the thought processes which surround them. Like Gemini, the first Air sign, Aquarians often express themselves with their hands. Aquarius is also the sign of the inventor, and Aquarians love to find new ways of doing just about anything! They like to have a few projects on the go, and may need to apply themselves if they wish to complete something. They are often described as being eccentric, and may dress in an unconventional way. There is certainly something perverse about the way they often deliberately go against the grain of accepted thought to challenge preconceptions. However, they should be careful not to become set in their ways of thinking, opposing ideas and suggestions for the sake of it. Aquarians can be outspoken, and sometimes even revel in the idea of upsetting the accepted wisdom. This is because they are open-minded and have no side to them—what you see is what you get with Aquarius. They want to be at the forefront of any new ways of thinking, and will want to experience the cutting edge of new scientific and technological thought. Aquarians also enjoy the world of the internet and social media, and will happily spend hours on a computer or sending phone messages.


Aquarius is the maverick of the Zodiac, and loves to shock with their occasionally blunt responses. They often have fair or light brown hair, and have a youthful appearance with a good complexion, usually having a good bone structure. They have delicate ankles, which they should be careful not to turn when walking.


If you are Aquarius, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.


Pisces the Fishes




	Negative, Mutable, Water


	Planetary ruler: Neptune



	Bodily parts: Feet, Lymphatic System






You are Pisces if born between 20 February and 20 March. If you were born on the first or last date of this sign, then you may feel an affinity with the characteristics of the previous sign (Aquarius) or the following sign (Aries). This may be to do with your Moon sign, or your actual Sun sign if the affinity is with the previous sign.


Pisces is a Negative, Mutable Water sign, and is probably the most nebulous of signs. The symbol of the two fish swimming in opposite directions, but connected by a silken cord, shows the duality of the Piscean nature, and the ability to conceal their innermost thoughts and feelings. The Mutable Water of Pisces is the still, deep lake, or the hidden rock pool, with unknown creatures living within its depths.


The Pisces character


Pisces is a mystical sign, signifying an existence within the unconscious mind which is often given over to fantasy. Pisces is influenced by both Jupiter and Neptune, the expansive Jupiterian side manifesting itself in the Piscean easygoing, friendly, helpful nature, which often masks the Neptunian influence of secrecy. Pisceans find it difficult to keep their emotions under control, and respond in an emotional way to events in their lives. The nature of the two fish pulling in opposite directions can create inner tension for Pisces, and they find it very difficult to make up their minds and stick to a decision. Unfortunately, Pisces can be pulled in less than desirable directions because of a lack of willpower, and may later regret their involvement with people whose intentions toward them are less than the best. Pisceans can also be very self-indulgent and overgenerous with their time and money, eventually becoming mired in self-pity and regret. They should be careful not to engage in duplicity, and avoid falling prey to depravity, which is an all-too-easy route for a Piscean to follow if they become low in spirits. It is a good idea for Pisces to realize that they cannot keep all of the people happy all of the time, and to draw on strengths from the other signs in their character. It is worth noting that Pisceans are good at taking on personas, like Gemini, making good actors, as they are able to take on the character. They are usually creative and intuitive too, often being very expressive musicians. It is important for Pisces to avoid spending too much time in the realm of the unconscious mind, as this can lead to them living in a fantasy world.


Pisceans often have a dreamy, or troubled, appearance, with soft hair and large dark eyes, and they will walk in a slow and meandering way. Occasionally, the eyes may be protruding, and their mouths may be loose. Piscean feet are either very large or very dainty.


If you are Pisces, then the above is just one aspect of your astrological makeup, as there are many other signs which will influence you, depending upon their position at the time of your birth. The most important influence comes from your Moon sign. See Section 7 to find out.









Section 3


Chinese Astrological Signs


The Chinese astrological calendar follows the lunar year, which is why the Chinese astrological year starts with the first New Moon in the Chinese lunar year, rather than on 1 January every year (see dates table in Section 1). Each animal sign governs for one lunar year, changing at the next lunar year, which is why the dates change for each sign each year. There are 12 Chinese animal signs, so every 12 years your sign will come around again. However, you will see in the Section 1 table of dates that your own particular element and sign combination only come around every 60 years, as there are five different elements. A sixtieth birthday is therefore considered an especially lucky occasion, especially if you have four living relatives of different generations under your roof on that day!


The legend surrounding the order of the 12 animal signs of the Chinese Zodiac is that the Lord Buddha requested that all the animals should be present to bid him farewell before he departed the Earth. Just 12 animals arrived, so Buddha named a year for each animal in the order they arrived: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog, and Pig, and these animals have continued to rule each Chinese year in a 12-year cycle from that day.


The elements in Chinese astrology


The five elements in Chinese astrology are very important for understanding your Chinese sign, all of the elements being interdependent. The five elements are Metal, Water, Wood, Fire, and Earth. You will see that the Chinese elements differ from the Western elements in that Air is not present as an element. It is held that Air is represented by the Wind, which is all-pervasive, or the life-force present in all of us. There is also the addition of Wood, which is an essential component of the cycle of elements.


Two elements will govern your Chinese sign: the native, also known as root, element of that sign, plus your own element, based on your date and year of birth. For example, the native element of Rabbit is Wood, so you will have the Wood element present in your sign, whatever your own element.


The ‘native’ elements of each Chinese sign


This is your essential element which is intrinsic to your animal sign, and which should be interpreted along with your own element. Each sign is also linked to a compass direction.












	METAL


	Monkey, Rooster, Dog


	Direction: West







	WATER


	Pig, Rat, Ox


	Direction: North







	WOOD


	Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon


	Direction: East







	FIRE


	Snake, Horse, Sheep


	Direction: South








You will see that the Earth element is not present as a native element, as it is held that the Earth is essentially composed of all the above elements and encompasses them all. Also, the Earth element does not have a compass direction, as the Earth is symbolically composed of all the other elements, and is at the center of the four axes of North, South, East, and West.


The five elements in Chinese astrology


All of the elements can have either negative or positive attributes, depending upon how they present for each individual sign. Readers in the southern hemisphere, please note that the seasons of each element in Chinese astrology do not relate to specific months, so will therefore relate to your season, whenever it occurs within the year.


Metal


Metal’s season is Autumn, its weather Dry, its color White, its sense Hearing, and its bodily organ Lung.


Negative, or Yin, Metal is the cooking vessel, the gong, gold or silver jewelry with no sharp or pointed edges, or a rounded metal sculpture. It can also be malleable when molten. Positive, or Yang, Metal is the ax blade, the sword, the sharpened knife, sharp points on metal railings, or barbed wire. However, the knife can also cut to heal when it is the surgeon’s scalpel. People with Negative Metal tend to keep their strength hidden and try to be accommodating where they can. People with Positive Metal are often combative and aggressive in their manner. They have strong views and can be rigid in their approach to life.


People born under a Metal sign may appear inflexible and self-reliant, and can be opinionated, often seeming aloof. They like to follow their own well-planned path, and it can be difficult to dissuade them from a course of action. However, with the right approach, they can be persuaded to see things from a different angle and to alter their viewpoint, especially if a Negative Metal sign. They can also be materialistic and acquisitive, and often have an eye for the aesthetic, enjoying beauty for its own sake. Many art collectors are born under Metal signs. Some people find those born with a Metal element cold and unfeeling, but this is often because they are loath to show weakness, feeling they have to do everything under their own steam without asking for help. It’s often a form of self-preservation for them, and although they do literally steel themselves to deal with what they’ve set out to do, without outside help, they should accept advice from a wise friend, partner, or family member to request help before they reach meltdown. Metal people can display strong emotions which they find difficult to deal with, especially if Positive Metal, and they also have a penchant for nostalgia and sentiment. However, they do like to be in control both of themselves and their environment, and can be quite unbending. Finally, those born under a Metal sign often have a straight and stiff posture, as if their spine is rigid metal, and they are frequently stoical, being able to bear up under situations which many would find unendurable.


Remember that Metal may be only one among many elements governing your combined sign, although if you have three of a certain element, this can cause an imbalance of elements and heavy weighting toward that element in your character.


Water


Water’s season is Winter, its weather Cold, its color Blue, its sense Sight, and its bodily organ the Kidneys.


Positive, or Yang, Water is the strongly flowing current, the river in spate, the waterfall, or tumultuous waves in a turbulent sea. Negative, or Yin, Water is the gentle rain which nourishes the soil. It is the calm lagoon and the still, reflective lake. It is also the water of life—the drinking water contained in a vessel needed to sustain life.


People born in Water years are often intuitive and communicate well, both verbally and physically. They are usually creative and give others the inspiration to carry out their ideas. They have the advantage of being flexible in their approach to problems and will use their intuition to guide them. They often work in a circuitous fashion, allowing their ideas to infiltrate and influence others’ ways of thinking without their even noticing! The movements of Water sign people are often fluid too, and they are expressive with their gestures and facial expressions. However, they can be indecisive, idealistic, and can waver between what they really feel and what they think others want them to feel. They can be very sensitive and overly nervous, and are often emotionally fragile. They have empathetic natures and will feel the problems of others keenly. Water signs also have the ability to be unobtrusive, and this may cause them to be overlooked by stronger types. People with a lot of Water in their sign will benefit from support from others who are on their side.


Remember that Water may be only one among many elements in your combined sign, although if you have three of a certain element, this can cause an imbalance of elements and heavy weighting toward that element in your character.


Wood


Wood’s season is Spring, its weather Windy, its color Green, its sense Smell, and its bodily organ the Liver.


Negative, or Yin, Wood is the living wood of the trees in the forest, their pliant trunks swaying in the breeze. Positive, or Yang, Wood is the cudgel used as a weapon, the bat used to strike objects, and the lumber used for building. It is also said that seeds are Negative Wood; flowers are Positive Wood.


People born in Wood years are altruistic and caring, generally sociable and fairly confident in groups, and they are willing to cooperate with others to achieve a mutually desired end. They often have high moral standards, but are also ready to listen to the views of others, being both diplomatic and courteous. Usually sympathetic and kindly, they can, however, try to please and help everyone, and can overcommit themselves. They generally have a lot of self-confidence, meaning that they persuade others to support them and their ideas. Although imagination is not their strong suit, they can help realize the creative abilities of others, and are often practical with a lot of common sense. They are compassionate but also pragmatic, and often have a serious bearing.


Remember that Wood may be only one of many elements in your combined sign, although if you have three of a certain element, this can cause an imbalance of elements and heavy weighting toward that element in your character.


Fire


Fire’s season is High Summer, its weather Hot, its color Red, its sense Touch, and its bodily organ the Heart.


Positive, or Yang, Fire burns. It is the out-of-control forest fire consuming all in its path, or the erupting volcano with its hot, molten lava flow. It is also the power of the hot Sun to cause damaging burns on the skin. Negative, or Yin, Fire warms. It is the fire in the hearth, and the flame on the cooking stove or from the candle. However, even Negative Fire can quickly turn Positive if the candle is tipped over carelessly, a spark leaps from the fireplace, or a hot cooking vessel is overturned, causing scalding.


People born in a Fire year are passionate, impatient, and ebullient. The volatile nature of Fire people means that they can quickly turn from passive to active. They are quick-tempered and hot-headedly impulsive. They have leadership qualities and hold firm views, being decisive but often aggressive unless held in check by other people in their lives. Fire people are creative and original, and usually have an optimistic and upbeat approach to life. They can easily let their creative passion and their emotions get out of control, leading to instability, as they can almost literally explode with too much going on in their heads. It is also possible for an out-of-control Fire person to be destructive with their drive and force of will, and they can be aggressively controlling. However, they are also warmhearted, charismatic, and engaging people.


Remember that Fire may be only one of many elements in your combined sign, although if you have three of a certain element, this can cause an imbalance of elements and heavy weighting toward that element in your character.


Earth


Earth’s season is End of Summer, its weather Humid, its color Yellow, its sense Taste, and its bodily organ the Spleen.


Positive, or Yang, Earth is any raised ground: the hill, the clifftop, the mountain, the ridgeway. Negative, or Yin, Earth is the valley, the arable field, the orchard, the pasture land. Any raised ground is subject to the ravages of the weather, while depressed ground is nurturing and protective.


People born in an Earth year are fair-minded and honest in their dealings. They are able to concentrate fully on a task without becoming distracted, but they can be overprotective and may worry unduly about matters. They are usually very practical, and approach tasks in a systematic way, often being very savvy with money. Their main skill is good husbandry, and they may also have a somewhat austere approach to life, eschewing any pleasures. Although not overly creative or imaginative, they are often very analytical and focused, and will carry out tasks conscientiously. Earth people tend to crave security, and are slow and sure in their decision-making, hating to be rushed. They can become pessimistic, but their practical nature does not allow them to stay downhearted for long, as they are generally resilient.


Remember that Earth may be only one of many elements in your combined sign, although if you have three of a certain element, this can cause an imbalance of elements and heavy weighting toward that element in your character.


Read about your own element in conjunction with your reading about the characteristics of your animal sign. You have Positive influence from that element if your sign is Yang, and Negative influence if your sign is Yin.


The interdependence of the elements in Chinese astrology


Earth produces Metal within its veins. Metal in the Earth allows Water to trickle through it and nourish the Earth. Water is the source of plant life and produces Wood, which is nourished by Water. Wood produces Fire, by being burned. Fire produces ashes, which become part of Earth. And so the cycle continues.


The influence of elements in personal relationships


As a general rule, the greater variety of elements in your overall astrological makeup, the better, as this achieves balance. However, other people you relate to may not have the same balance as you. Balance can be helped by nurturing any element which is lacking. For example, if no Earth is present in a sign, then spending time connecting to the Earth by walking in Nature will help, as well as practicing grounding exercises. People with Metal in their chart will often relate well to people with Fire, as they will stand up to each other, and will have an intellectual and impassioned relationship. Those with Water will relate well to people with Earth in their chart, as well as with Wood, as they all possess gentle and nurturing natures. People with Wood in their chart relate well to most elements, although Metal is often hurtful to them, and Fire can upset their equilibrium. As well as relating well to people with Water in their chart, Earth also has a reasonable relationship with people with Metal in their chart, as they understand the sensitivities of Earth people. Water and Fire have a difficult relationship, as both quell the other’s ardor. Metal and Water sometimes have difficulty understanding each other, while Earth and Fire may exasperate each other.


The Chinese signs—in a word!


[image: Image]


The 12 Chinese animal signs


The Rat


“There’s cold chicken inside it,” replied the Rat briefly, “coldtonguecoldhamcoldbeefpickledgherkinssaladfrenchrolls…It’s only what I always take on these little excursions.”


Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the Willows


Rat is a Yang sign, and its native element is Water. It rules the time of day between 11 p.m. and 1 a.m., so is the only sign to span two days. Please see Section 7 for a table of the Chinese animal ascendants. If your ascendant is Rat, then your Rat qualities will be amplified.


The Rat has a generally upbeat personality, is full of nervous energy, constantly scheming and planning, loves socializing, and has a strong need to protect their own family and to cater for their needs. They are also very acquisitive, and love to show off their home and possessions, wanting to entertain guests to the highest possible standard. However, although the Rat is generous with their time and attention, they can be rather stingy at times, but will always provide for friends and family when required. They do tend to cling to their possessions, because they have a horror of losing what they have acquired. They want to present a good image to the world outside, and will ensure their children are well turned-out and are a credit to them. A very security-conscious person, the Rat will always have their eye on the main chance, trying to build their little empire. A Rat person loves to be out and about, and will acquire knowledge easily. They have an almost insatiable desire for learning, be it intellectual or practical, and they learn quickly, loving to have a project to absorb them.


All in all, the Rat is resourceful, shrewd, observant, and well-meaning. They enjoy a challenge, and, where others see obstacles, the Rat sees yet another task to get stuck into and pit their wits against. Rat is generally fair and caring, but does have a tendency to fret inwardly about the great unknowns in life.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Rat. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Ox


“Stolid and uncomplaining in perpetual labour…she struggled up the hill. The mud of the track seemed to suck at her great boots and hold her down…”


H E Bates, The Ox


The Ox is a Yin sign, and its native element is Water. It rules the time of day between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of the Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Ox, then your Ox qualities will be amplified.


The Ox is your stalwart friend; your steadfast partner in life; your dispenser of sound advice. They are strong believers in the dictum “Actions speak louder than words,” being fond of solitary contemplation and often being rather shy. The Ox dislikes being bombarded with too much information in one go—they are simply unable to process it. They like to cogitate and reach their own conclusions without being rushed, preferably in a quiet space they can call their own. The Ox prefers to pursue their goals single-mindedly and alone, and can be self-reliant almost to a masochistic degree. They will stubbornly refuse help, and it really is best to leave them to battle their way through a problem or task until they grudgingly ask for help. They may not thank you either—they feel so ashamed at having asked for that favor from you.


Emotion and affairs of the heart are not the Ox’s strong suit, and you will rarely hear them expressing their feelings. Ox people find it very difficult displaying affection both to their children or other members of the family, and will be harsh taskmasters, expecting obedience from their children, or from employees, and even from partners! They set their own high standards and expect others to follow suit, being disappointed and even angry if they feel let down by people. The Ox is often blunt in manner and can be very unforgiving of misdemeanors, finding it impossible to feel empathy. A word of warning, however: the Ox can have an explosive temper! It’s best to lie low until they calm down—it’s no good trying to reason with them.


Ox people love routine and abhor chaos. They are the plodders and the grafters who provide quiet background support, requiring little in the way of praise, as it simply embarrasses them. They are trustworthy, honest, respectable, protective, and supportive, and make loyal and true friends.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Ox. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Tiger


“Tiggers can do anything!”


A A Milne, The House at Pooh Corner


The Tiger is a Yang sign, with Wood as its native element. It rules the hours between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Tiger, then your Tiger qualities will be amplified.


The Tiger is a breath of fresh air; a vibrant, friendly, and inquisitive being, who is completely guileless. Whatever you are doing, the Tiger will be interested in it, and they will throw themselves wholeheartedly into their many projects. They seem to have boundless energy, and love to be the center of attention.


You will know when a Tiger joins a gathering, as they will either make a loud pronouncement to all and sundry, despite whatever else is going on, or they will stun everyone into silence with their dazzling appearance, as the Tiger is often very eye-catching. They have a natural affinity with children and animals, and are very good at bringing out the best in people, as well as always seeing the best in everyone, often to the point of naivety. They will fiercely defend their family, but can be quick to show temper too, with friends and family often bearing the brunt of flying crockery and lashing tongue. However, they quickly subside, and their temper is never vicious or violent.


Yes, the Tiger has a passionate nature and careers through life with intensity and derring-do. They will usually love adventure and travel, and will rapidly immerse themselves in local color, peoples, and languages. The Tiger is a quick learner, often seeming to learn by osmosis rather than application. People either love them as warmhearted, colorful, and exuberant characters, or snub them because they find their loud and dramatic nature embarrassing.


Tiger is generally optimistic and playful, and has humanitarian instincts, loving to help others. If they have their own children, the household will also be filled with neighborhood children, enjoying the libertarian atmosphere of the Tiger home. However, the ‘highs’ of the Tiger can quickly be followed by the ‘lows,’ and they can slip into despair, but it really doesn’t take much to get them to rally round—a friendly word or gesture, or a welcome chat on the phone—then they will quickly bounce back! Tigers do love company and communication, and they will always brighten up your day, even though you may find just a small dose enough. They will do anything to help others, and their irrepressible nature means that you can never be cross with them for long!


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Tiger. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Rabbit


“But isn’t that Rabbit’s voice?” said Pooh.


“I don’t think so,” said Rabbit. “It isn’t meant to be.”


A A Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh


The Rabbit is a Yin sign, with Wood as its native element. It rules the hours between 5 a.m. and 7 a.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Rabbit, then your Rabbit qualities will be amplified.


Genial, sympathetic, caring, cautious; such is the nature of the Rabbit. They aspire to a calm and peaceful lifestyle, disliking disorder and conflict, in fact anything which disrupts their desired existence. However, just because the Rabbit appears demure, gentle, and unassuming, don’t think you can take them for granted, as they have a lot going on behind that placid exterior. Rabbits are quietly savvy, and will mentally check out escape routes from any situation. If things become too confrontational or unpleasant for the Rabbit, they will beat a quiet retreat, and will have planned their escape in detail.


Rabbits make amenable companions, usually saying what they know you want to hear, and carefully listening to your news and information, storing it all away in their mental filing cabinet for future use. They are usually very diplomatic, but, on the other hand, can also be chatterboxes, revealing secrets that they were meant to keep! Rabbits absorb information quickly, and will offer impartial advice if needed, but don’t expect emotional involvement or support from the Rabbit, as this is something their nature does not allow. Self-preservation is their mantra.


The Rabbit is conscientious, ensuring that anything they are entrusted with is carried out carefully, and some Rabbits, with their steady pace of working, may appear languid and passive. They work hard, but will not over-exert themselves, ensuring they rest up when they feel it is needed. No burning the candle at both ends for the Rabbit! However, they are a good ‘friend in need,’ and will not refuse to lend a helping hand when required, as long as their relaxed and well-ordered lifestyle is not disrupted too much. The Rabbit does enjoy home life, and sees it as a calm and safe retreat from the outside world. They enjoy a comfortable home, with a liking for tasteful furnishings and objets d’art.


Some see Rabbits as shallow, because they dislike overly serious discourse, although they do enjoy philosophy and the discussion of ideas. However, the Rabbit is a wise creature, understanding what makes their fellows tick, and assessing situations accordingly. Next to the Snake, they can be very intuitive, especially if a Water Rabbit. The Rabbit is often depicted as the Hare in China, revered as a sagacious creature.


The Rabbit dislikes ‘scenes,’ and feels embarrassed by overly loud company, because their aesthetic sensibilities become too disturbed. Any pleasing, peaceful environment will suit the Rabbit, who often has exquisite artistic tastes. Despite the Rabbit’s serious demeanor, they do enjoy being amused and will be quite witty themselves if the mood takes them. However, if they are not in the mood for humor, it’s best to leave them in peace. (Queen Victoria was a Rabbit, and her famous line was “We are not amused.”)


Although preferring a congenial lifestyle, the Rabbit is able to withstand hardship if necessary. They will just work all the harder to attain their preferred status quo, and will stay in control of their own needs and requirements at all times.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Rabbit. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Dragon


“My armor is like tenfold shields, my teeth are swords, my claws are spears!”


Smaug the Dragon, in J R R Tolkien, The Hobbit


The Dragon is a Yang sign, with Wood as its native element. It rules the hours between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Dragon, then your Dragon qualities will be amplified.


Enter the Dragon! You always know when a Dragon is about, because they assume control whether you want them to or not, and will definitely grab your attention. They have a strong belief in their own importance, and they make sure that everyone is aware of this too. They usually have an almost sparkling aura and are very charismatic too, needing to make an impression. The Dragon is egotistical and full of eager vitality, and once they espouse a cause, you can be sure they will support it to the hilt, no quarter given. However, be aware that this support will come at a cost, either financial or psychological.


Although the Dragon often appears to have boundless energy, they can become deflated easily, especially if they feel they are unpopular or that people dislike them. They want to be everyone’s top person, and will go some way to keep life the way they want it, reviving quickly if they feel that confidence in them is resumed. They really do want you to believe in them, and, as they are generally sincere and honest, if somewhat naive, they will find it difficult to hide things from people in their lives. Many people are attracted to their bonhomie and to their bluff exterior. However, others find them overpowering and draining. The Dragon hates to be criticized and expects admiration as of right. One thing that Dragons will not accept is defeat. Humble pie is never on the Dragon’s menu.


The Dragon is often restless unless they have a project on the go, and once they have a trajectory to follow, they will see it through to the bitter end. Dragons love to push their own agenda, and something else they love is to be on the move, out and about, and generally swanning around. Publicity is their lifeblood, and they can become irritable and listless, even dangerous, if confined to an enclosed space for too long. A lover of grand gestures, a distributor of largesse, the epitome of bonhomie—these are all Dragon trademarks. They generally need an adoring audience and can feel childishly upset when this is not forthcoming. However, the Dragon is essentially well-meaning and genuinely believes that their way is the right way. They are usually cheery and upbeat, but are definitely broad brushstroke people, leaving the delicate touch of detail to others. They always believe in what they say at the time, but can conveniently forget and change their colors.


Also, let’s not forget, hoarding wealth is very important to a Dragon. They will want to amass and hold on to their wealth, despite being generous. A poverty-stricken Dragon is a sorry sight indeed.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Dragon. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Snake


“Look me in the eye when I’m speaking to you…you have just s-sealed your doom.”


Kaa the Snake, in Rudyard Kipling, The Jungle Book


The Snake is a Yin sign, with Fire as its native element. It rules the hours between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Snake, then your Snake qualities will be amplified.


You will know when a Snake is around. They take care with their appearance, have a certain style, and are often quietly commanding. It is not a good idea to rush a Snake person—they think deeply about matters before committing themselves. They also dislike being put on the spot to make a decision, and may be dominated by more ebullient characters than themselves, who will try and make their minds up for them. The Snake will give this sort of person a private black mark, as they have formidable memories and will never be at ease with a person they assess as being pushy or overbearing. Snakes are generally quiet and enigmatic; indeed, they can be mesmerizing at times, some Snakes being very Svengali-like. Snakes may also suffer from anxiety and nervous complaints, which they often try to suppress, resulting in digestive upsets.


The Snake is generally careful with money and can be frugal, but they also know good value when they see it. They enjoy making plans for the future, and dislike sudden upsets to these plans. However, being a philosophical and often intuitive character, the Snake is able to cope with setbacks in a matter-of-fact way, especially if an Earth Snake. They can be perfectionists in all areas of life and have high levels of achievement, but are usually more pragmatic as they become older. Snakes are often known to be possessive, with a jealous nature, but this trait can be ameliorated by their other signs, and most Snakes are wise enough to know that they must trust people—up to a point!


Snakes must feel safe and secure before they can face the world, and will feel uneasy if their cozy and familiar space is disrupted. They function best in a well-ordered and friendly environment, and will go to great lengths to secure the congenial surroundings they desire. Many Snakes are honey-tongued and can persuade you that black is white. It’s no coincidence that many politicians are Snakes, adept at people-pleasing talk. Beware, however, the Snake’s vengeful streak. If they feel that someone has wronged them, then they will not hesitate to exact revenge in a cold and calculating way when the time is right. Snakes respond well to being cherished, and their ways being appreciated.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Snake. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Horse


“Kind treatment makes good horses, Joe. Bad treatment ruins them.”


Anna Sewell, Black Beauty


The Horse is a Yang sign, and its native element is Fire. It rules the hours between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Horse, then your Horse qualities will be amplified.


The Horse can be temperamental, tempestuous, unpredictable, reactive, exciting, exasperating, and stubborn! Although most Horses love adventure, some Horses develop a fear of going beyond their known horizons, favoring a milieu in which they form the central hub of a network of information and general busyness. The Horse hates being idle and will often have a dozen projects on the go. They will breeze in and out of your life, always having something new to tell you, or some inconsequential chat with which to entertain you. There certainly is never a dull moment with a Horse! They love the realm of ideas and often have vivid imaginations. It is often hard to keep up with their train of thought, as they are always going off on tangents, bristling with electric energy as one line of chat, or thought, sparks off another idea or recollection. They are often very good self-publicists, and love to be center-stage and to be admired.


The Horse is gregarious, friendly, and essentially kind at heart, even though their manner is sometimes brusque or blunt. They do like life to go their way, however, and can become obstinate if stopped in their tracks. They are not angry or vindictive people—they just blow their top occasionally, regretting it immediately after! Horses can be very much the wild child too, especially in their younger years, when they may reject parental or societal expectations of them, and roam free, often far from home.


You may feel you’ve got the measure of a Horse, but they will always astonish you with their relentless capacity for hard work, their voracious appetites, and their seeming boundless energy. Most Horse people have strong self-belief and feel they can achieve anything they put their mind to. However, they must be careful not to expend too much nervous energy. If you push them too hard, or they push themselves too hard, they may experience total collapse. Horses are generally pragmatic and sensible, though, and know when to take a break. Remember that Horses, for all their seeming stamina and strength, can be susceptible to health problems, and it is good for them to learn to relax and rest. Essentially, the Horse is optimistic and upbeat, and is a happy companion and damned hard worker, as long as they feel their efforts are appreciated.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Horse. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Sheep


“I am not afraid of an army of lions led by a sheep; I am afraid of an army of sheep led by a lion.”


Attributed to Alexander the Great


The Sheep is a Yin sign, and its native element is Fire. It rules the hours between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Sheep, then your Sheep qualities will be amplified.


Someone born in a Sheep year is generally never short of friends and admirers. They are gentle, calm, and pensive creatures, and take life at a steady pace. However, the Sheep is not all sweetness and light. Yes, they are very engaging and want to win you over, but having Fire as a fixed element gives them the strength to stick to their guns and follow whichever path they have chosen. Next to the Rabbit, the Sheep is a master of passive resistance, and will wear you down with their sulks and bad humor until you give in and let them have their own way.


The Sheep is a very indirect sign and will often speak in riddles. They can be infuriating to more direct signs, but they find it impossible to do anything head on—they must always try the oblique approach. However, this trait can make them good at lateral thinking, and many Sheep are uniquely talented, especially in creative fields. They are frequently visionaries, particularly if a Water Sheep, and, because of this aspect of their nature, they attract support from stronger individuals. Although the Sheep person may sometimes come across as weak and indecisive because they hate to disappoint anyone, they are certainly not pushovers. However, angry confrontations can upset their fragile emotional nature a lot, which is why they often seem indecisive, not wanting to upset others, and thereby themselves.


Sheep love to be indulged, and usually maintain a close relationship with loved family members. They adore a family atmosphere, surrounded by children and pets, and you will often find stray animals and people in their home! They can also be quite submissive, so it is important for them not to be around, or involved with, people with bullying or overly dominant natures. Sheep people desire security, material comforts, and indulgent treats, but because of their penchant for indulgence, they can find it difficult to manage money. They are better off having investments which accumulate, helping them to live their desired life of peace, inner harmony, and quiet contemplation. If you want the Sheep as your friend, treat them kindly, as they abhor cruelty. They will love to draw you into dramas in their lives too, and many Sheep like to be the center of attention, surrounded by an adoring audience, but will care about the lives of friends and family too, as long as their own needs have been met!


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Sheep. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Monkey


“Never hold a discussion with a monkey when the organ grinder is in the room.”


Winston Churchill


The Monkey is a Yang sign, and its native element is Metal. It rules the hours between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Monkey, then your Monkey qualities will be amplified.


The clever Monkey is quick-witted, agile of thought, and clear of sight. Yang Metal gives the Monkey nerves of steel, which they will use to their advantage in many a confrontation or period of strife. And the Monkey is confrontational. They love to play devil’s advocate and draw you into a verbal brawl. They also love a challenge, and will tackle anything that stands in the way of their current plan with cheery gusto. The Monkey is nothing if not positive, and relishes a project that will occupy their busy minds. They may appear calm, polite, and considerate on the surface, but underneath they are constantly seething with schemes and dreams. Monkeys will usually get what they want by beguiling you, tricking you in the most charming way.


Yes, the Monkey is a charmer of the highest order—they love to shower family and friends with gifts and are indeed very generous, wishing to give pleasure. They want to be thought well of, and it gives them pleasure to delight with treats and presents. However, if funds are tight, Monkey is not happy, as they just love distributing largesse and feel resentful if they are not able to indulge this trait. However, the Monkey is a genuinely likeable character, and loves to entertain people with their optimistic, easygoing manner and jokey ways. They are not naturally deep thinkers, like Snake or Ox; rather, they live on their wits and often succeed very well by using their instincts. They are the archetypal wheeler-dealer, and will often try to find a back door into any business deal, or indeed any other deal, especially if a Water Monkey. Monkeys are often childlike in their need for applause and recognition for their latest exploits or joke, and are also very good with children, engaging with them in a wholehearted way, much like Leo, their closest sign in the Western Zodiac. The Monkey is rarely stingy, but when they feel wronged, or feel they’ve been duped, they will be mean with everything, including their affections.


Monkey loves to be involved in goings-on. They will want to know the latest gossip, often spinning their own story from something they’ve heard, and Monkeys do make excellent spin-doctors! Some say the Monkey is deceitful. Yes, they may deceive, but they really don’t intend to; they just think that their actions are the right ones, whether they’ve been carried out behind someone’s back or not! They can prevaricate because they want to test the water before giving an answer, and they also love sampling anything and everything. The Monkey’s motto could well be: “A little bit of what you fancy does you good”!


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Monkey. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Rooster


“For crowing there was not an equal in the land…his crowing from his resting place was more trustworthy than a clock.”


Geoffrey Chaucer, ‘Chanticleer and the Fox,’ The Canterbury Tales


The Rooster is a Yin sign, and its native element is Metal. It rules the hours between 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Rooster, then your Rooster qualities will be amplified.


Roosters are personable, orderly, neat, careful with their words and deeds, and even more careful with their finances! They are often perfectionists, and many musicians are born under this sign, expecting nothing but the best from themselves and their fellow performers. They love performing, but are not showy; they just like to do a job well. The Rooster is often well-dressed, and can be quite the dandy. They love well-made clothes and can be expressive in their choice of colors, especially if a Fire Rooster.


Do not expect the Rooster to mince their words—they will be blunt with their opinions, and often have a critical and biting tongue. They must be careful not to become too shrewish or miserly too. They are good at economizing, but sometimes do not know when to stop. Roosters can also be miserly with their affections, although this is often because they are quite reserved and watchful at heart. However, bear in mind that Roosters with a strong Yang ascendant, for example Rat or Monkey, may be loud, opinionated, and compulsive talkers.


The Rooster loves to give advice, usually unsolicited, as they truly believe they are helping you out with their opinions. However, this may come across as high-handed and arrogant at times. They are helpful creatures, though, but will want to organize you, expecting things to be done their way. The Rooster also likes to preach, and will often take the moral high ground, frequently being puritanical in their personal lives too. They can also be quite obsessive about cleanliness and hygiene, and have very high standards in this area, finding it difficult to accept others’ standards that fall beneath their expectations.


Roosters will often strive for the highest achievement in their chosen field, and will expect to be lauded for such achievements, for which they will have worked very hard. They have clear vision, good organizational skills, and a sharp analytical mind, and are extremely honest and scrupulous. In addition, the Rooster can be infuriatingly pedantic, and they will often be found in work which involves research.


However, the Rooster does have the tendency to be a martinet, and can be sharply critical, expecting anyone involved with them to adhere to their own strict timetable of activities. So, shy and retiring, or loud and attention-seeking, the Rooster will always grab your attention in one way or another.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Rooster. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Dog


“And there’s a funny thing about honesty; there’s no two ways about it…Honest is honest.”


Eric Knight, Lassie, Come Home


The Dog is a Yang sign, and its native element is Metal. It rules the hours between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Dog, then your Dog qualities will be amplified.


Above all, the Dog loves to see fair play and justice, and is as honest as the day is long. Dogs are loyal and sincere friends, but it can take them time to accept you, as you will need to break through their natural reserve first. The Dog is a clear-sighted individual and can be ‘dogged’ in their approach—if they decide to do something, they will find a way to see it through. Their mindset is often rigid, and they are often said to see only in ‘black and white.’ It is true that they draw rigid boundaries between what they perceive as right or wrong, good or bad, without having the ability to blur the lines. They like you, or they don’t; they agree with you, or they don’t; if something is not right, then it’s wrong. There’s just no room for maneuver with Dogs; they make their judgments and nothing can sway them. They will listen to reasoned argument—they are not egotists!—but once their minds are made up it takes great strength of character to persuade them otherwise.


Once a Dog has decided to accept you as a friend or ally, they will always support you in your endeavors. However, wrong them, and they will coldly, and sometimes callously, discard you. They are also fond of causes, and will support those which they feel are fair to their fellows. Dogs hate to see dissent, and will help people to find an acceptable middle ground, despite their own occasional rigidity of mind. However, Dogs can be argumentative themselves. Not in a nit-picking way, like the Rooster, but in a desire for you to see the world from their point of view, and it is very difficult to dissuade them once their minds are made up.


Dogs can also be very vain about their appearance, and are usually graceful and well-dressed. Conversely, some Dogs care little about their outward appearance, favoring old, comfortable clothes and not being too fussy about hairstyles, although they will always be careful with grooming. However, Dogs in general do have something of a noble air, however casually they are attired, and are often arrestingly good-looking.


One feature of the Dog is that they can be pessimistic and morose, and will occasionally become deeply depressed, depending on the influence from their other signs and elements. The Dog cares deeply about the state of the world, and the people in it, and can have a humanitarian bent, like the Tiger, although the Dog is more zealous and often has a reforming streak.


Despite their penchant for focusing on the negative, the Dog likes to present a cheerful front, and often has a droll sense of humor, verging on the lugubrious. They like to bring out the best in people and are pleasant companions. They will both work and play hard, and like to relax with friends and family. The Dog is your stalwart friend for life—just be careful not to cross them or mistreat them.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Dog. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.


The Pig


“Piglet noticed that even though he had a very small heart, it could hold a rather large amount of gratitude.”


A A Milne, The House at Pooh Corner


The Pig is a Yin sign, and its native element is Water. It rules the hours between 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. Please see Section 7 for a table of Chinese animal ascendants. If yours is Pig, then your Pig qualities will be amplified.


Almost as soon as you meet someone born under the sign of the Pig, you will get the feeling they’ve been your friend forever! Their manner is so gently welcoming and open, and their demeanor so self-effacing, that you feel completely at ease in their company. The Pig enjoys a good time and is never happier than when involved in family gatherings, or with a group of like-minded friends in a social setting, where they can exchange banter and generally have fun. ‘Shooting the breeze’ is a phrase that could have been invented for the generous-spirited Pig, as this is what they love to do, and you will rarely meet a kinder soul than the selfless Pig. They love to provide the wherewithal for friends and family to enjoy themselves, and will sit back to enjoy the ambience, not being attention-seekers, however much they enjoy company.


The Pig generally has a lot of stamina and is extremely hardworking, rarely expecting credit for what they do. Unfortunately, many people take the Pig for granted, as they are often background characters, but you will definitely know when the Pig is absent, as nothing runs quite as smoothly or happily without their presence.


Pigs are, however, self-indulgent creatures and are capable of wallowing in their own misery, or are in danger of being led into depravity by less scrupulous beings. The Water Pig in particular can be rather weak-willed on occasion, and easy to tempt. Pigs are fond of over-indulgence in many ways, and some Pigs may turn to a life of substance or alcohol abuse, and of debauchery, depending on their other signs. The problem is, Pigs can be gullible, and tend to think that everyone is as good-hearted as they are. They need a healthy dose of reality from one of their other signs, or from a partner or friend, to bring balance into their lives.


It takes a strong Pig to recognize where they may be going wrong in their lives, and they do need to be loved as much as they themselves love, so that they can see purpose in their hard work. They are devoted to family and are nurturing parents, with a family life filled with love and affection.


This is just one aspect of someone born under the sign of the Pig. Please read Section 5 to find out how your combined Western sign and Chinese sign give a fuller picture of your character and of anyone else you wish to find out about.









Section 4


We Can Work It Out!


Abbreviations Used in Section 5


For ease of reference in each description, I have used the following short forms for each sign:


Aries = A, Taurus = Tau, Gemini = G, Cancer = C, Leo = L, Virgo = V, Libra = Li, Scorpio = Sc, Sagittarius = Sag, Capricorn = Cap, Aquarius = Aq, Pisces = P


Rat = Rat, Ox = Ox, Tiger = T, Rabbit = Rab, Dragon = D, Snake = S, Horse = H, Sheep = Sh, Monkey = M, Rooster = R, Dog = Dog, Pig = Pig


In Section 5, your own combined sign is in bold type, followed by two bullet points. The first gives the element of your sign in Western astrology, plus the native element of your Chinese astrological sign; you must then supply your own Chinese element based on your birth date. The second bullet point gives the attributes of your combined sign: Positive or Negative; Cardinal, Fixed, or Mutable, which are all attributes of your Western sign, followed by Yin or Yang, which applies to your Chinese sign.


Please refer to the section on the elements, on Positive and Negative, on Yin and Yang, and on the quadruplicities (Cardinal and so on). You will also see that I have allied the Western element of Air with the Chinese element of Metal, as I feel that the Chinese element of Metal is the most akin to the Western element of Air in its qualities.


Balance of elements


Each person has three elements in their basic sign combination: their Western Zodiac sign element; the native element of their Chinese sign; the element of the Chinese sign in their own birth year. You will have made a note of your own two signs from the Lists in Section 1, and will see that there is also a note of each Chinese sign’s native element in Section 3, which concerns Chinese astrology.


Here is an example: Birth date 19 April 1977


Born under the Western Zodiac sign Aries, with Sun in Aries. Aries is a Fire sign.


Born in the Chinese year of the Fire Snake.


Fire is also the native element of Snake.


Therefore, this person’s basic three elements are Fire, which is not an equable elemental balance. However, if it were discovered that their Moon was in Pisces, which is a Water sign, and that their Rising sign was in Gemini, an Air sign, then that would balance out better for the individual. Further investigation might reveal that their Mercury was also in Aries (Fire); their Venus in Taurus (Earth); their Mars in Libra (Air). If you find that you have a strong imbalance of a certain element in your combined sign, then you can rectify that by spending time in or near that element, or by cultivating some of the attributes of that element.


An understanding of all the elements, and how they apply to Western astrological signs and to Chinese Zodiac signs, is fundamental to your full understanding of the elements that make up your individual sign.


Note: Your elements can be further elaborated within your Western Zodiac sign by finding out your Moon sign and Rising sign at the time you were born, as well as the position of other major planets, giving you a further combination of elements. However, you will need to know your exact time, date, and year of birth, and place of birth. You will find further information on how to discover this in Section 7.


You are now ready to read the description of your combined sign!









Section 5


Compatibilities


The 144 Western and Eastern main combination types


Aries Dragon




	Fire + Wood + own element


	Positive, Cardinal, Yang





The Aries Dragon is certainly a life-force to be reckoned with, combining as it does the first sign of the Western Zodiac, Aries the Ram, with the magnificent Dragon of Chinese astrology. Here we have Aries, a Fire sign, with Dragon, whose native element is Wood. Each element confers its own qualities, and if you are a Fire or Wood Dragon then those qualities will be intensified. The Fire AD will be ultra-loud, fierce, energetic, and can be very controlling and dominant. The Wood AD will be much calmer than the average Dragon, and may even be able to see others’ points of view, which is rare in an Aries Dragon. The AD is a veritable powerhouse of vim and vigor, and will have strong opinions on everything! The AD’s optimism, stamina, and enthusiasm will blast away the cobwebs in a relationship, or in a business setting, and the AD genuinely does care about you, but the caring has to be done the AD’s way. However, some will find the AD’s blunt honesty, self-righteousness, and unwillingness to be proved wrong either irksome or genuinely distressing. The AD can also be loud, bumptious, domineering, and bombastic—the epitome of the ‘hail fellow, well met’ character. The AD could well be an excellent champion of causes they believe in, and will take charge and organize from the top. If you are a Water AD, you will be readier to accept input and ideas from others, and if an Earth Dragon, you will bestow calm and a steadier pace on the excitable nature of the average AD. The Metal Dragon is quite a controlling and cool customer, and combined with Aries, this could be a formidable and possibly warlike character, who may lack compassion, but will generally be action-oriented and very much on the go all the time. To conclude, the AD is a broad brushstroke person, and love them or loathe them, you cannot but admire their panache and verve.


Aries Dragon as spouse, partner, significant other


If your partner is Aries Dragon, then you will need to accept their prima donna side, and either go with it, supporting their ego, or challenge their behavior constantly. One thing you can be sure of is that a relationship with an AD will be exciting and passionate, especially if they are Fire AD, who may be rather controlling but is also very exciting. The Wood AD and the Water AD will be rather calmer as partners, but are still opinionated, while your Metal AD partner may often seem uncaring, as life is very much about them. You may have to accept their dominant streak. An Earth AD partner can be quietly controlling, but will think a little more before they act. If you are Aries Dragon, your strength of character will endear you to other strong-minded people, but will cause more sensitive folk to run a mile! However, some quiet people will want to bask in the warmth of the AD’s character, preferring to take a back seat. If you are a Fire or Metal AD, do try to bear in mind that your partner is not just an extension of you, and try to understand their needs too, if you can step outside yourself far enough to do this! Bear in mind that if you have a relationship with another Aries, there will inevitably be clashes of will and fights for dominance, but also lots of passion! However, other Aries types which may suit you are: Aries Pig, Aries Monkey, or Aries Rat. Do steer clear of Aries Rooster, Aries Rabbit, and Aries Dog. Other signs suiting you are: Aquarius Dragon, Leo Pig, Sagittarius Monkey, or Scorpio Rat. Do avoid: Libra Dog, Capricorn Rooster, Virgo Ox, and Pisces Rabbit.


Aries Dragon as parent, grandparent, sibling, friend, colleague


You will be a caring parent, but often overwhelming! You will love organizing your children’s birthday parties and exciting trips out, especially if a Fire or a Metal AD parent, who may be rather controlling of children and want to organize their lives for them. The Wood, Water, or Earth AD parent will support children in times of trouble, but find quiet-natured children difficult to understand. However, every day will be a day of excitement with the AD parent.


As a grandparent, Aries Dragon wants to be proud of their grandchildren, and will often be happy to bask in their reflected glory. They love to play games with them, and will loudly cheer them on at school sports or in any dramatic ventures, especially if a Fire AD, who loves loud and dramatic displays! They can be too much for a quiet and bookish grandchild, who may find it quite wearing being with the AD grandparent, although the Earth AD grandparent is calmer and more understanding.


As a sibling, the Aries Dragon will be the one organizing games and adventures for sibs, and may be rather dominant. They may intimidate quieter sibs, especially if a Fire AD, but on the whole their engaging nature ensures that they all have a good childhood together. The Metal AD sib wants to be up, off, and out, pretty well all the time, so will not get on with sibs who prefer a quieter life.


The Aries Dragon friend is lively and outgoing, and loves to be the center of attention, especially in loud, noisy gatherings. Some friends will find them opinionated, especially the Fire or the Metal AD, and will challenge them, but on the whole the friends the AD gets along with are those who share the AD’s liking for an active lifestyle, and everyone loves to party with the AD!


As a colleague, Aries Dragon people are often inspirational, but will rub some people up the wrong way. They are often the spokesperson at meetings, and have no compunction over voicing their opinions, although Earth and Wood ADs will be more reticent. Most definitely leadership material, especially if Fire AD.


Aries Snake




	Fire + Fire + own element


	Positive, Cardinal, Yin





The Aries Snake combines Arian self-assuredness with the Snake’s poise and self-control. Here is a Snake with a prodigious capacity for work. The Snake’s native element is Fire, so if you are a Fire Snake then you have Fire trebled, which makes you a very strong and resolute person indeed, with the capability of a fiery temper and the possibility of a vengeful nature. However, the AS is by and large a friendly character, who will often dominate social proceedings with their views and opinions. If they take a back seat, you can guarantee they are absorbed in some personal research or reading. Aries does not like to be proved wrong and can be a bad loser, and Aries combined with Snake can be an indomitable force, given the Snake’s tenacity, and will leave no stone unturned in any line of work, personal investigation, or research, usually liking to have the last word on any subject. Generally decisive, the AS with a preponderance of Water in their sign will veer more to ambivalence. The Water AS especially should be careful not to over-extend themselves. The Metal AS is determined and calculating, with strong ideological beliefs. The Earth AS is practical and astute, with even more concern for the comfort of their immediate environment than the average AS. The Wood AS is an open-minded character, who will like to fit in to their environment, enjoying praise and craving acceptance. Like all Snakes, the Wood AS has expensive tastes and enjoys public acclaim.


Aries Snake as spouse, partner, significant other


Your Aries Snake partner is lively and friendly, and will enjoy a relationship of equals and a meeting of minds, as long as you are not too competitive, which they will find difficult to deal with. The AS has expensive tastes and will demand the best of everything from their partner, expecting any partner to work as hard as they do, and finding it difficult to relax, especially if they are Metal AS. They may be quieter, more background partners if Earth or Wood AS, but be assured that they have the same strength of character and resolve as any AS. If you are Aries Snake, then any partner you are with will have to deal with your air of superiority, and either go with the flow or challenge you outright; otherwise you will always be trying to outdo each other. You will need to accept your partner’s foibles and needs too, and realize that your way is not the only way, something which is especially difficult if you are Fire AS. You will appreciate a partner who is an aspirational hard worker and high achiever like you, as long as there is not too much competition between you both. Bear in mind that if you have a relationship with another Aries, there will inevitably be clashes of will and fights for dominance, but also lots of passion! However, other Aries which may suit you are: Aries Rooster, Aries Rabbit, or Aries Ox. Do avoid: Aries Pig, Aries Horse, and Aries Monkey. Other signs suiting you could be: Leo Rooster, Virgo Dragon, Sagittarius Rabbit, or Aquarius Ox. Do avoid: Libra Pig, Gemini Horse, Scorpio Tiger, and Cancer Dog.


Aries Snake as parent, grandparent, sibling, friend, colleague


The Aries Snake parent may be overzealous, and will want to provide the best care possible for their children. They want their children to be a credit to them, and will become cross with them if they disappoint in this way. They can also be a possessive parent, so may need to step back a bit when children become teenagers. Both the Metal and the Fire AS should be careful of their dominant personalities and propensity for outbursts of temper, none of which is conducive to stable parenting.


The Aries Snake grandparent will support grandchildren wholeheartedly in their endeavors, but will be tempted to interfere in their grandchildren’s upbringing, which could annoy their parents, especially if a Metal AS. The Wood and the Water AS grandparent will, however, encourage their grandchildren to do their very best both in school and out-of-school activities.


The Aries Snake sibling wants to be involved in all family games and can be very competitive, especially if a Metal AS. The Earth, the Water, and the Wood AS sibs enjoy the outdoors and will happily play outside with other sibs and friends, but are also happy to sit quietly indoors with a book, or studying. The Fire AS can become impatient from lack of activity, and will often disrupt sibling activities. Both the Wood and the Earth AS sib will want to keep in touch with sibs as they get older, being fond of the family group.


The Aries Snake friend enjoys time spent with their friendship group, and will seek an intellectually stimulating group, or at least one with similar interests to them, especially if an Earth or Water AS. The Fire and the Wood AS love a laugh, and will liven up meetings of friends.


The Aries Snake colleague is decisive and driven, and colleagues will respect them. However, they can be a little too strident in their manner at times. The Metal AS works methodically and sometimes rather fanatically, especially if working on a serious project. Both the Water and Wood AS make good team leaders, as they are more considered in their approach. The Fire AS can be rather irrational in the workplace and is not good leadership material, although they are good ideas people and can be inspiring.


Aries Horse




	Fire + Fire + own element


	Positive, Cardinal, Yang





This strong-willed character will often act first, think later. The Aries Horse will have stamina, but is also impetuous and occasionally flighty. This combination of signs can give us an obdurate character, who is not above heeding no-one’s advice but their own, and riding roughshod over others’ opinions. A Fire AH, having the Fire element trebled, will have all these qualities amplified, and could become out of control, running out of stamina fast. They are the original hot-head. Generally, the AH is cheerful, ebullient, and optimistic, always looking on the bright side of life. However, they do have a tendency to start projects but fail to see them through, leaving that to minions! The AH certainly doesn’t let the grass grow under their feet and will tirelessly pursue multiple goals at once. The Metal AH especially could take on more than they can handle, as they like to be in control. They could become exhausted, but like all AH types, are resilient on the whole. The Water AH is a very cheery type, who is often quirkily creative too, and will be less competitive than other AHs. The Wood AH is a kindly and compassionate soul, who still thinks they know best, but also thinks well of everyone and dislikes disagreements. The Earth AH is less impulsive than the average AH, and can even be chronically indecisive. In general, the AH is quick-witted with sparkly charisma and could well be a quick-fire, rather outré comedian. Often with a devil-may-care approach to life, the AH can have a quick temper, but does not intend malice.


Aries Horse as spouse, partner, significant other


The Aries Horse is a hot-head, who will add pizzazz to any relationship, but may have commitment issues. There will always be lots going on in the AH’s life, and you may have trouble keeping track of their constant changes of tack, especially if you are with a Fire AH. The Wood AH partner is a cheerful soul, who looks on the bright side of your relationship and will try to help you with problems. The AH can be a competitive partner, who sees relationships as yet another challenge, especially if a Metal AH. If you are AH, you will want to see the best in your partner and may gloss over problems. You are impulsive and expect everyone to swing along with you, without finding out whether that suits them! You enjoy taking center stage, which some may find embarrassing, while some may feel neglected by you. A partner will need to accept, or even admire, your dash and bravura, and may be quiet and acquiescent, happy to bask in your aura. However, you will need to listen to your partner’s needs a little more, AH, and learn to compromise. Bear in mind that if you have a relationship with another Aries, there will inevitably be clashes of will and fights for dominance, but also lots of passion! However, other Aries which may suit you are: Aries Dog, Aries Monkey, or Aries Tiger. Do avoid: Aries Ox, Aries Rat, and Aries Sheep. Other signs suiting you could be: Aquarius Dragon, Gemini Monkey, Libra Tiger, or Leo Pig. Do avoid: Pisces Ox, Scorpio Snake, Virgo Rooster, and Cancer Sheep.


Aries Horse as parent, grandparent, sibling, friend, colleague


Aries Horse parents often act before they think! Both the Fire and the Metal AH may be quick to chastise their child, but equally quick to forgive, and such parents can also be overbearing and controlling, which will not suit a sensitive child. AH parents love to have fun with their children, though, and enjoy planning adventures, the Wood and the Water AH parent especially so, being more understanding and kinder than other AHs. The Earth AH parent can be rather indecisive for an AH, but has a steadier attitude than most AH parents.


Aries Horse grandparents will entertain their grandchildren with their wicked wit and ability to entertain. They are practical and love to help with projects, but can be a little impatient, especially if a Fire AH. The Water and the Wood AH grandparents in particular will keep their grandchildren positive and happy.


Aries Horse siblings are happy-go-lucky and will want all others to follow their lead. The Metal AH will often go their own way if other sibs don’t see eye to eye with them, but will enjoy the excitement of shared sibling games. The Fire AH sib can have an explosive temper and may hit out at sibs if they feel thwarted. The Wood AH in particular will be good at helping the family agree on differences when older.


Aries Horse friends are supportive but tiring! They expect all their friends to have the same energy levels as them, and can be exhausting company, especially if Fire or Metal AH. The Earth AH friend is more steadfast than other AHs, and will value good friendships. The Wood and the Water AHs are supportive, but can be unreliable.


The Aries Horse colleague is ebullient and assertive, and has to be careful not to tread on toes, and should learn to delegate. The Metal AH can try to tackle too many projects at once, which can cause them stress, while the Fire AH is a loud and assertive presence in the workplace, who can alienate some colleagues.


Aries Sheep




	Fire + Fire + own element


	Positive, Cardinal, Yin





The Aries Sheep loves self-indulgence and exotic pampering, and will go to great lengths to ensure that this status quo is maintained. This is a more peace-loving Aries combination, who will nevertheless fight their own corner if it comes to a showdown, in the nicest possible way! The Fire ASh, being a treble Fire sign, can be rather passive-aggressive, and will dig in their cloven hooves firmly if pushed. This character could be particularly ostentatious with their possessions, being more independent than the average Sheep, and could well become moody if they don’t receive the attention they crave. The Wood ASh will have a more generous nature than other ASh types, being less introspective and surer of their abilities. The Metal ASh has a stronger constitution than most Sheep, and Aries of course lends vigor to all signs they are combined with. This could, however, be an emotionally out-of-control combination, as Metal in this sign will cause them to worry and distrust others. The Water ASh could be a delightfully gentle and creative character, with a penchant for independence and original thought. The Earth ASh could be obstructive if crossed, and will require lots of reassurance from friends and family, especially as Aries may cause them to make decisions on a whim at times. Feisty and cuddly by turns, the ASh combines the positive energies of Aries the Ram with the meekness of the Sheep; however, the obstinate nature of this sign should not be underestimated.


Aries Sheep as spouse, partner, significant other


The high-maintenance Aries Sheep is essentially a peace-loving character, who possesses an air of quiet fortitude, and will love to be cosseted and adored. Expect emotional outbursts and occasional showdowns from your ASh partner, as they require the finest things in life and are unhappy if they do not get what they crave, especially if a Water or an Earth ASh. Both the Fire and the Metal ASh are rather more stoical, but will sulk if they do not receive the attention they feel they deserve. The Wood ASh is probably the most stable of the ASh partners. Pamper your ASh and let them know they are appreciated, and they will reward you with their love. If you are ASh, then you will be quite a demanding partner, but also very lovable. You will be inclined to worry about your relationships, and will require regular reassurance from your partner, especially if you are an Earth ASh. Often emotionally fragile, especially if a Water Sheep, you may suffer from insecurity, but try not to let jealousy spoil your relationships. You may also put pressure on a partner to satisfy your material cravings, especially if Metal ASh. If you are a creative ASh, then you may devote your efforts to creativity, thereby neglecting your relationship, which could lead to unhappiness or misunderstandings. Bear in mind that if you have a relationship with another Aries, there will inevitably be clashes of will and fights for dominance, but also lots of passion! However, other Aries which may suit you are: Aries Rabbit, Aries Pig, or Aries Dog. Do avoid: Aries Tiger, Aries Ox, and Aries Monkey. Other signs suiting you may be: Cancer Pig, Taurus Dog, Sagittarius Rabbit, or Taurus Sheep. Do avoid: Libra Ox, Capricorn Rooster, Virgo Monkey, and Leo Dog.


Aries Sheep as parent, grandparent, sibling, friend, colleague


The Aries Sheep parent is much more likely to be indulgent than other Aries parents. However, they may turn parenting into being all about them; for example, if a child has achieved something, they will want to brag about having achieved something similar! This trait is more obvious with a Wood or Water ASh parent. They are caring, though, but they do expect children to stand on their own two feet, especially if a Metal ASh. The Fire ASh parent can be rather pushy and may often have confrontations with strong-willed children.


The Aries Sheep grandparent will be very indulgent and forgiving, but will not like tantrums! They want visible gratitude for what they do for their grandchildren, and can be demanding in terms of the visits they receive from grandchildren, especially if a Water ASh. However, they will provide a nurturing yet stimulating environment for their grandchildren, especially if a Wood ASh.


The Aries Sheep sibling is attention-seeking and can be whiny, especially if they are the youngest. They will often compete for their parents’ attention, and will sulk if this is not forthcoming. Older ASh sibs will not be good at sharing, especially if Metal ASh, and will expect the best from their parents and grandparents as of right, causing friction among sibs. The Water ASh sib will be especially attention-seeking both from parents and from other sibs, and will expect to be cosseted at any opportunity.


As a friend, the Aries Sheep can be demanding, as they always want to be the center of attention, and some friends can find their constant need for a listening ear to their complaints quite draining, especially if a Wood or a Water ASh. However, they are usually popular, as they are caring and enjoy having fun. The Fire ASh has more verve and sparkle than the average ASh friend.


As a colleague, the Aries Sheep can become morose if things don’t go their way, and they will often try to ingratiate themselves with the boss. They will also try to turn situations to their advantage, which doesn’t endear them to colleagues. The Fire ASh may have passive-aggressive tendencies, and prefers to work to their own timetable. All ASh brethren dislike being rushed in the workplace, unless they are setting the pace!


Aries Monkey
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