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  Dedication




  In memory of Percival P Baxter, who had




  the wisdom, foresight, and generosity to make a




  difference in saving the best of the Maine woods.




  Every time I witness the wonders of the




  park that he gave to the people of Maine,




  I say a quiet “thank you.”
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Introduction




  IN AMERICA’S NORTHEAST CORNER, THERE IS A SPECIAL PLACE.




  Much of it is a wild place, blessed with a unique diversity of rugged geography and natural splendor. Thousands of miles of rocky coastline interspersed with a few dozen miles of sandy beaches define its border with the sea. A nearly impenetrable boreal forest, broken by pristine lakes, boggy wetlands, and glacier-scalped mountains, comprises much of its interior.




  A handful of nutrient-rich saltwater estuaries strung along its coast support myriad fish, birds, and mammals. Four major rivers, dozens of smaller ones, and hundreds of brooks and streams supply similar sustenance for other wildlife species. Countless islands dot its coast and provide nesting sanctuaries for a magnificent variety of seabirds and waterfowl.




  Because of the extraordinary range of habitats in this place, species as diverse as the osprey and the harbor seal, the moose and the black bear all thrive here.




  

    Where is this place? By what name is it called? Maine.


  




  Centuries of human action have had an impact on this place. We have cut most of its tallest trees. We have dammed most of its largest rivers. We have filled some of its wetlands. Yet much of what makes Maine so special still exists. Many miles of its coast remain almost as wild today as when Samuel de Champlain first explored them in the early 1600s. A large portion of the state is still forest land. Hundreds of its lakes and ponds have no houses on their shores. Indeed, enough of Maine exists as it once was that we can, even today, envision what this place must have been when all of it was untamed.




  Have you ever listened to loons calling at night on Nahmakanta Lake? Watched the rising sun light the face of Mount Kineo on the shores of Moosehead? Cruised the “Bold Coast” as thrashing green blue waters foam over ancient granite headlands?




  Have you ever kicked your feet into the sandy beach of Burnt Island in Penobscot Bay under the watchful eye of bald eagles on a sunny July morning? Strolled past fields flooded with the rare Northern Blazing Star flower at Kennebunk Plains on a late August afternoon? Or watched a bull moose feeding at a remote pond in Baxter State Park as a crystal clear October day dawns?
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  If you’ve been lucky enough to enjoy any of these experiences, you may have wondered how the wild and natural splendor of such special places has survived in in a world where progress is often defined by the number of houses that we can jam onto an acre of land.




  Is the Maine that we love in danger of vanishing? Can the state’s wildness possibly survive in a world increasingly controlled by global corporations, outside political influences, sprawling development, and mushrooming demands on natural resources? Every time we build a house or a school or a mall, we displace nature. Of course we all need a place to live and to work and to shop for necessities. But the character of truly special places must be preserved.




  Saving Maine tells the story of how some of the state’s most wild lands and waters have been protected for future generations. While the book could have included any number of such places, those selected are here because I found them unique while pursuing my career, nature photography.
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  Nearly every land-protection project is a long, involved process and involves innumerable details. I deliberately omitted such minutiae to keep the focus on the contributions of the people who spearheaded these efforts and on the beauty of the places they sought to preserve. In so doing, I hope to have created a book not just for conservationists but for all who love Maine.




  Bill Silliker Jr.




  Saco, Maine
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  Nature at Peace




  STARTING IN 1919, Maine Governor Percival P. Baxter sought to convince the state legislature that the wild lands around Katahdin—“Greatest Mountain” in the Penobscot Indian language—were so special that they should be purchased for a state park “to be held as a great primitive recreational area and wildlife sanctuary.”




  Baxter was eloquent in defense of his idea. In just one of many speeches he delivered on the subject, he said in 1921, “Maine is famous for its twenty-five hundred miles of seacoast, with its countless islands; for its myriad lakes and ponds; and for its forests and rivers. But Mount Katahdin Park will be the state’s crowning glory, a worthy memorial to commemorate the end of the first and the beginning of the second century of Maine’s statehood.




  “This park will prove a blessing to those who follow us, and they will see that we built for them more wisely than our forefathers did for us.”




  On this last point, Baxter was passionate. He was outraged at the way that Maine’s wild lands, which once belonged to the people of the state, had been sold irresponsibly and “for trifling sums per acre” in deals perpetrated by land speculators, unscrupulous timber companies, and shortsighted government officials. Baxter pointed out that almost three million acres were given away to the railroads in 1868.




  He asked one audience of Maine sportsmen, “Is it not fitting that, upon payment of a fair price, the grandest and most beautiful portion of all this great area which the people of the state once possessed, should again become their property?”

OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_013.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
AN ALBUM OF

MA NE






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_014.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_009.jpg
oy R






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_010.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_008.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_011.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_072.jpg





