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The Fraternitas Saturni

“The Fraternitas Saturni dominated the German-speaking occult in the same way as the Golden Dawn did for English speakers. All of modern occultism—not just in Germany but throughout Europe and the Americas—has been influenced by this Lodge or one of its graduates. The first edition of this book was rather heavily censored—with the author’s erudite references to the FS in terms of Left-Hand Path thought. Yet even that pale edition brought about revolutions both in practice and scholarship. The second edition from a tiny press deep in the heart of Texas revealed more. But this expanded, beautiful edition is a milestone for anyone interested in the real occultism of Germany, the Left-Hand Path, or even the beginning of techno-magick. Flowers’s wit and erudition are matched only by his sense of storytelling and practical occultism. If you claim to have an occult library, you MUST have this volume.”

DON WEBB, AUTHOR OF OVERTHROWING THE OLD GODS AND UNCLE 
SETNAKT’S ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO THE LEFT HAND PATH

“Stephen Flowers lets the cat out of the bag on the subject of the Fraternitas Saturni and takes us into the richly Faustian world of Germanic occultism from which the order emerged, created out of a heady brew of Freemasonry, astrology, Golden Dawn magic, Crowley’s Thelema, and much more. With its detailed descriptions of the order’s rituals and practices, this book is an eye-opener with a vengeance.”

CHRISTOPHER MCINTOSH, PH.D., AUTHOR OF ELIPHAS LÉVI AND THE 
FRENCH OCCULT REVIVAL

“The Western esoteric tradition, from which this book’s subject emerges, has now gained acceptance as a branch of the Western canon worthy of scholarly inquiry and as a discipline deserving of its seat in the academy. Flowers casts light on one of the 20th century’s most secretive, intriguing (and misunderstood) occult orders, the Fraternitas Saturni. This is a fascinating and highly readable study of the Order’s tantric, astrosophical, and Nietzchean doctrines; their Gnostic sexual cosmologies and practices; their quasi-masonic structure; the Order’s enigmatic and innovative figures such as FS Grand Master Gregor A. Gregorius; and the influence of Aleister Crowley, Thelema, and the Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.) on the Brotherhood.”

STEPHEN J. KING (SHIVA X0), GRAND MASTER, ORDO TEMPLI 
ORIENTIS

“Germany’s contribution to the Western magical tradition reaches back, in modern form, to the medieval Grail myths, the founding of the original Rosicrucian Order and its many later derivatives, the quasi-masonic operations of the Bavarian Illuminati, Germany’s legendary influence on the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, and, of course, its role in the founding and early development of the Ordo Templi Orientis. The Fraternitas Saturni Order is heir to all of these, and Stephen Flowers, Ph.D., has devoted decades to expanding and deepening the research that led to his first groundbreaking book on the Order. This fourth revised and enlarged edition may at last represent the completion of that herculean task as it more deeply explores and communicates the Order’s mysteries to a yet wider audience. Critically, Flowers elucidates at length on the primary characteristic that makes the Fraternitas Saturni so unique—its dual emphasis on social lodge work and group ritual, balanced by its curriculum of disciplined individual practices that must be accomplished in silence by each member.”

JAMES WASSERMAN, AUTHOR OF THE MYSTERY TRADITIONS
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Foreword

Frater U∴D∴

The critics of occultism, typically those of a “rationalist” bent (or what is frequently mistaken for such), have always been fond of slandering it as “obscurantism”: the willful attempt at preventing the facts and details of any given subject matter—generally those established by conventional science if not objective historical research—from becoming public knowledge. While such blanket contentions are in many cases indubitably biased, driven by a struggle for normative interpretive cultural dominance, some of them are not entirely off the mark either. When you find occult orders postulating a pedigree that is neither supported nor even theoretically falsifiable by historical research (e.g., if relating to some purely speculative sacred hierarchies going way back to Atlantis, Lemuria, or some purported extraterrestrial empires), this delusion may seem fairly obvious to the modern informed eye. By way of a case in point, the pretentious claims of some occult organizations that historical figures such as Thutmose III, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Pythagoras, and Seneca were actually “Rosicrucian adepts” come to mind as an example of unintentional humor unabashedly catering to the uneducated and credulous. Gone are the times, or so we are given to fondly believe, when a significant number of people were easily taken in by such grandiose but essentially hollow assertions.

Yet, occult and “secret” societies being what they are, even the most scrupulously meticulous of them may still be prone to error when it comes to historically accurate, verified data. As occult orders go, the Fraternitas Saturni (FS), Germany’s “greatest secret lodge” and to this very day its “most active and important magical society,” as the author of this monograph avouches, has indeed a long history to look back upon. It may come as a bit of surprise, then, that it was only quite recently that its formal foundation date had to be revised officially in view of current historical research. Admittedly, this date had always been considered to be somewhat murky in the past due to conflicting information, lack of proper hard documentation, archives partially being lost or destroyed during World War II, and other vagaries. It’s no big secret that the lodge itself was taken entirely by surprise when the study by independent historical researcher Volker Lechler indicated beyond reasonable doubt that the organization was formally founded on May 8, 1926.1 There is a certain embarrassing irony in the fact that the lodge had previously celebrated its 80th anniversary—two years late—back in 2008.

To the nonacademic layperson this may seem like some inconsequential nit-picking—after all, what’s the big deal if the FS foundation date was in May 1926 and not, as previously assumed and propagated even by its founder, Gregor A. Gregorius (i.e., Eugen Grosche), who really should have known better, on Easter 1928? Well, to the historian it does make all the difference if only because being as precise and conscientious about your dates and sources is a buttress against falsifications, erroneous conclusions, and “fake news” of whatever flavor.

In this specific case, the allegation of obscurantism won’t hold as there was no nefarious intentionality, let alone some self-serving agenda involved in assuming an inaccurate foundation date. The intrinsic fallibility of human memory in general and human operated archives in particular eminently relates to the existential question of our definition of the world at large and reality as we experience it as a species—arguably the most pertinent issue just about all occult arts are involved with in one way or another.

For the FS as a Saturnian and (let’s not forget) Uranian order, Saturn stands for that liminal state between falling for the world—that is, succumbing to the powers that be—and proactively pushing beyond the limitations of those powers by striving for that salvific revelatory and eminently personal knowledge commonly known since Antiquity as Gnosis. Consequently, the FS has always viewed itself as an avowedly eclectic melting pot of varying approaches, disciplines, and teachings, most of them complementary, some even at utter variance with each other. In an organizational lifetime spanning some three generations, there’s little wonder that emphasis and focus tend to fluctuate. For after all, the FS is a lodge servicing its members—and humanity in its entirety—within the inexorable confines of time and space. And so, as a conspicuously humanism-focused endeavor, it continually adjusts itself to address whatever tends to impact our mundane and spiritual existence the most at any given point in time. Accumulating over the years and decades, furthered and developed by uncounted individualistic minds pursuing in a decidedly experimental mentality the very same goal, namely that of liberating Saturn Gnosis, this makes for a veritable treasure trove of occult tools and insights, techniques and practices second to none, all inevitable contradictions included.

Beyond the technical, however, the real “secret” of the FS is its “Chain of Brotherhood,” embedded in its enigmatic arcanum of the GOTOS and its egregore principle that has empowered it to successfully weather and supersede the many challenges it encountered. Certainly, not all aspects of its history can appropriately be labeled glorious or even particularly appealing: schisms, infighting, treachery, decadence, political persecution, media witch-hunts—to be sure the order has had more than its fair share of these. But to this date it has always regenerated itself and prevailed in the end, which in itself is anything but a trivial achievement by any standard. It is certainly more than can be said for the vast majority of occult organizations originating in the nineteenth and twentieth century.

This book is—and has always been, right from its first iteration—an entirely fair and balanced study well in line with the standards of unbiased scholarship and objective representation. It is also one of the very few bona fide publications in any language that essays to do full justice to the FS phenomenon and its undeniably mottled yet impressive accomplishments and its seminal impact without falling for the traps of uncritical partisanship. Anyone seriously interested in the subject is bound to resort to it as an international standard. Hence, all that remains for me is to wish the author and his work all the best and continued success!

Ubique∴Daemon∴ Ubique∴Deus∴

FRATER U∴D∴ is a German writer, poet, and magician. The founder of Pragmatic Magic and Ice Magic, he is one of Europe’s best-known practical magicians and contemporary occult authors, having investigated the practical aspects of occultism in general and magic in particular for over half a century. He has written more than thirty-five books, including High Magic, Money Magic, and Practical Sigil Magic. He is recognized for his non-dogmatic approach to the Black Arts. Among his translations are the books of Peter Carroll and Ramsey Dukes as well as Aleister Crowley’s Book of Lies.



Preface to the Fourth Edition

This book has had a strange fate. The manuscript was originally entitled The Fraternitas Saturni, but was changed by the original publisher to Fire and Ice—which happened to also be the name of a local fair in the St. Paul area of Minnesota where the publisher was located. This might have had the unintended effect of putting many potential readers looking for something about the Fraternitas Saturni off the trail. (The name change did, as I understand it, magically communicate over several thousand miles to provide a very fine English neo-folk band with its name!) The original book, published more than a quarter century ago, was personally supported by Carl Llewellyn Weschcke, but the time was not yet right for its full appreciation.

It must also be noted that when I wrote the first edition of this book I did not have the vast array of materials that I now possess regarding the Fraternitas Saturni. I had acquired most of the sources I used in the original edition during my time studying at the Georg-August-University in Göttingen, Germany, during the years 1981–1982. For example, there I attended a class conducted by Prof. Dr. Helmut Möller, who made the Hemberger material available to me for study. His class was called “Problems in Occultism: Agrippa.” What a time it was! Shortly after the original publication of Fire and Ice, the FS issued the so-called Darmstadt Edition of the Blätter für angewandte okkulte Lebenskunst. This publication had been the public face of the FS from 1950 to 1963 and included re-issues of older material from the 1920s and 1930s as well as newer and more topical work. The encyclopedic work runs to almost 4,000 pages. With the help of Fra∴ Scorpio and Mr. Weschcke, this found its way into the Woodharrow library.

Happily, the fate of this book has ultimately been a good one. When the first edition was published in 1990, no comparable study existed in German concerning the FS. In 1993 the book was translated into German and has since become a standard introduction to the FS in central Europe. More recently, the rights to the original English version were lost to oblivion and subsequently rescued with the help of true and trusted friends, to whom I am grateful. I would also like to extend my thanks to the people at Inner Traditions for having the courage to bring this material to the light of a new day.

The present leadership of the FS was not in any way offended by my original presentation—which was and remains an entirely scholarly one. It should be noted that I am not myself an initiate of any “Saturnian” or pseudo-Masonic groups.

STEPHEN E. FLOWERS

WOODHARROW

SATURNALIA, 2017



INTRODUCTION

Seeking the Light in Darkness

The occult world of Germany, ancient and modern, has long been shrouded in a dense mist of secrecy and profound mystery. Deep within this secret world there is an order known as the Fraternitas Saturni (FS)—the Brotherhood of Saturn. This can without doubt be called Germany’s greatest secret lodge. The order is still the most active and important magical society in Germany today, but from its formal beginnings around 1926 until around 1970 it was almost totally secret. Only through a quirk of fate did the inner documents of the order slip into the hands of those who published them in Germany. This book coherently summarizes and presents the vast array of documents available in German concerning the FS. The reader is given a rare glimpse into the inner workings and secret rites of this occult lodge.

In exploring the present study, you will be able to begin to open the hidden way to the Saturnian sphere which, according to the FS, rules the so-called New Age. The Saturnian path of initiation—until now perceived only darkly, as if through a mist—will be revealed. You will be able to begin to work with the magical formulae of Saturnian magic for self-development as well as for more practical or concrete ends. I have known individuals primarily grounded in a variety of magical traditions who have used the Saturnian formulae found in this book to open the gateways to higher inspiration for themselves and for the groups in which they are working.

Despite its great significance, it is only in recent decades that the FS has become more widely known in the English-speaking world. Prior to this, the few popular accounts of the FS to be found consisted of fragmentary descriptions that emphasized the sensational, sex-magical aspects of the order’s lodge work or else its darker, more “Satanic” side.1 This is understandable in light of the fact that the FS is (or was) the most unabashedly Luciferian organization in the modern Western occult revival, and its practice of sexual occultism perhaps the most elaborately detailed of any such lodge. But the FS also opens the pathway to an age-old tradition of magic that influenced—possibly at a deep level—more well-known traditions of occultism in Britain and America, for example that of the Golden Dawn.

The FS represents a unique blend of astrological cosmology, neo-Gnostic daemonology, sexual occultism, and Freemasonic organizational principles. This grand synthesis was originally the vision of one man, the longtime Grand Master of the FS, Gregor A. Gregorius (= Eugen Grosche). Gregorius fostered a vibrant current of Thelemic philosophy and practice, which remained secure from public scrutiny for almost forty years. He was safe to pursue the directions and consequences of Thelema, free from the influences of mediocre philosophies that elsewhere stultified and prevented it from reaching its ultimate Aeonic unfoldment.

This book represents the first attempt ever made in any language to present a comprehensive view of the history, organization, doctrines, rituals, and practices of the most powerful and influential magical lodge in modern Germany. The “compendium” of FS material cited in Richard Cavandish’s Encyclopedia of the Unexplained is an enormous yet somewhat disorganized trove of documentation that was collected by Prof. Dr. Adolf Hemberger of the University of Giessen, Germany.2 Other recent treatments of the FS in German have also made use of the mountains of documentary evidence, although they have failed to organize it comprehensively.3 Here, I will try to present an organized and comprehensive outline of this magical lodge. The reader should be advised that the author is not an initiate of the FS. However, I had the advice and consultation of members and former members of the Brotherhood, as cited in the Acknowledgments. I hope that this combination, coupled with my own longtime experience in the history, theory, and practice of magic, will provide the sense of objective sympathy necessary to an accurate interpretation and presentation.
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Figure I.1. Gregor A. Gregorius (1960)

The FS is an organization that has undergone several transformations during its most recent manifestation (from about 1926 to the present). Although the FS as it is constituted today may or may not bear any resemblance to the form of the order presented in this book, it is very likely that most of the ideas and practices discussed in these pages remain a part of the current doctrine of the FS in Germany.

In these pages there is, however, a comprehensive vision of the lodge, including many of its most secret doctrines and ritual practices from an earlier period. A thorough overview of its organizational structure of thirty-three degrees of initiation is one key to the understanding of the lodge’s work and purpose. The chapter on the doctrines of the FS is concentrated on what are perhaps the three most unique aspects of FS doctrine: (1) the astrological teaching of Saturnus as the Demiurge ruling over the present stage of cosmic evolution; (2) the strongly Luciferian aspect of this doctrine; and (3) the teachings of sexocosmology and sexual occultism—the Yoga of the Dark Light—as it is tied up with these theories.

The rituals presented here are complete treatments of rites found in archival material. They amply demonstrate the liturgical scope of the Brotherhood, and provide further significant insights into their philosophy that are inaccessible in theoretical discussions.

After studying the doctrines of the FS for almost a decade, and after significant experimentation with a number of its formulae, I believe that the Brotherhood of Saturn indeed holds a unique place in the history of the Western magical tradition. For too long, the English-speaking magical forum has been ignorant of the exact nature of German occultism and magic. Although a great deal of “English occultism” (e.g., Rosicrucianism, the Golden Dawn [cf. the cipher manuscripts], and even the Ordo Templi Orientis) is supposedly or actually derived from sources in her continental sister nation of Germany, little has been done in the way of systematically analyzing this vast and vibrant world. Generally, it might be said that what the Golden Dawn has been to Anglo-American occultism over the past hundred years, the Fraternitas Saturni has been to occultism in the German-speaking world. But whereas the “secrets” of the Golden Dawn have been published and reprinted many times over, the mysteries of the FS have—until recently—remained behind a veil of obscurity. Therefore, anyone who would really understand the depths of the magical subculture of today, be it in German or Anglo-American society, needs to have a thorough grasp of the history and doctrines of the Brotherhood of Saturn.



CHAPTER 1

A History of the Fraternitas Saturni


DISTANT ROOTS

As with all organizations of an occult nature, accurate and consistent historical data for the FS are hard to obtain. For some aspects there is an abundance of information, while in other areas we are left to speculate. In this chapter, I want to trace the history of the FS as an organization and as an idea, and at the same time remain as much as possible within the context of events in the contemporary occult subculture.

Documents within the FS point to the idea that on some mystical level there is a connection between the ancient mysteries of the Germanic past and the Fraternitas Saturni.l It is held that there were Saturnian Brotherhoods working as early as the end of the 1600s in Sweden, Denmark, and Poland. Also it is indicated that there is a mystical connection between the Greco-Roman Saturnian Principle (Latin fatum, “fate”) and the old Germanic high god, Wotan, whose name is also spelled in these documents as “Fuotan”—hence the link with fatum. Supposedly both Joseph Maria Hoëné-Wronski2 in the nineteenth century and Gregor A. Gregorius in the twentieth century made these connections. This Fuotan is seen as the All-ruling Principle of Fate, which does not itself succumb to the ultimate “Twilight of the Gods.” It is understandable in light of the neo-Romantic Germanticism so prevalent in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Germany that the FS doctrine would to some extent derive from the Germanic (or, as they would have it, “Aryan”) North rather than from the Mediterranean region.3 Later it was emphasized that the Brotherhood had its origins in the rituals of the Roman Saturnalia (which takes place around December 27th),4 which made clear the FS’s tendency away from the Christian worldview and toward a more pagan and even “darker” philosophy. At one point, apparently sometime between 1927 and 1933, there was a provision of the group that only “Christians” (i.e., non-Jews) could be initiated and that all neophytes had to acknowledge the basic “Nordic” ideology of the lodge. This aspect was obviously ignored after the reform of the FS in the post–WWII era.

This dimension is brought up to indicate the underlying belief that the FS had its mystical origins in the North, and that there was indeed an early Saturnian Brotherhood in the Scandinavian region whose history remains quite obscure. It was to these dim roots that the early FS traced its mythic origins.

As far as the earlier Scandinavian Brotherhood of Saturn that was supposed to have been working during the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries is concerned, it is only said that it was active in alchemy and mathematical and Pythagorean mysticism, and that this group was probably based on an even earlier brotherhood in the region. By the end of the eighteenth century, those lodges had disappeared and nothing further seems to have been heard of them.5

According to FS documents, a Saturnian Brotherhood was revived in Warsaw by the mathematician and mystic Joseph Maria Hoëné-Wronski (1776–1853). This lodge was said to have had outer courts in Krakow, Posen, and Thorn. Ultimately, these lodges were destroyed due to the effects of various wars in the region.6

Although the mysterious Hoëné-Wronski may have indeed revived a Saturnian lodge in Poland, the historical record makes it clear that he could not have remained active there, because by the time he was twenty-one he was already studying philosophy in Germany.7 Hoëné-Wronski spent most of his life as a Polish expatriate in France, where he is generally held to have been the magical initiator of Alphonse Louis Constant, or, as he was better known, Éliphas Lévi.8 Hoëné-Wronski indeed seems to have been an “occult master” involved with the ideas of the Kabbalah, Gnosticism, and the teachings of Jacob Boehme, but he was also a well-respected (if somewhat eccentric) mathematician and philosopher of his day. He was also dedicated to romantic social reform movements, and was the leader of a group called the “Antinomian Union.” Among other things, Hoëné-Wronski held that humanity was to pass through five evolutionary stages, and that his theories would open the way to the fifth and final stage. Perhaps the most important of Hoëné-Wronski’s theories was his Principle of the Absolute, which held that knowledge of truth was possible through human reason combined with a secret mathematical formula. However, he never seems to have been able to communicate this formula. Related to this was his Law of Creation, which posited that man could “create reality” from the sum of his sense-impressions, again combined with a mathematical formula.

The historical connections between Hoëné-Wronski and the FS are tenuous, but there are several points where his theories and legacy touch upon the later development of the FS itself. Not the least of these is certainly his role as the initiator of Éliphas Lévi (between the years 1850 and 1853), who was to be instrumental in the general occult revival of the late nineteenth century.




REBIRTH

Before we can fully understand the founding and subsequent development of the present FS from 1928, a more complete context for the magical revival in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century Germany needs to be outlined. The German-speaking region of central Europe was itself the breeding ground of certain hidden streams of occultism, but these were often so deep underground that they did not call much public attention to themselves. The roots of much of this activity in German-speaking Europe can be traced to the Rosicrucians and the Bavarian Illuminati (for some further historical background, see Appendix J). Some of these currents were taken up by individuals and groups outside the region—especially in England, where we note the German roots of such organizations as the Golden Dawn9 and the Ordo Templi Orientis10—and subsequently reimported into the German-speaking world in a more popularized form. The popular occult revival came somewhat later to Germany than it did to France and England, but once it did arrive it struck deeper roots there than it had elsewhere.11 This might be due to the longstanding subcultural presence of occultism already mentioned.

The most important single stream of the early magical revival in Germany and Austria for the history of the FS is that of quasi-Masonry, or Winkelmaurerei as it is called in German. These are irregular lodges with no legitimate connection to Masonry, but which are built upon Masonic principles of ritual and organization. Various Masonic and quasi-Masonic lodges had been active in Germany from at least the eighteenth century.12 Many of them were highly secretive because of their political activities or due to their own fears of political suppression. Here we will only be concerned with those groups known to have done magical work and to have some connection with the eruption of occult activity in central Europe between the world wars.

An often neglected part of the prehistory and early history of the Fraternitas Saturni is the role played by Adonism. A general outline of Adonism is provided in Appendix K. This school of magical and religious thought was largely the invention of a brilliant Viennese scholar, Franz Sättler (1884–ca. 1942), who usually wrote under the pseudonym Dr. Musallam. Sättler compiled a German-Persian conversation dictionary (1914) and numerous works on language instruction in his academic work, and he also published a five-volume travelogue of his sojourns in the East (1925). But in his esoteric endeavors he was responsible for the construction of a complete magical system based on a peculiar neopagan pantheon, at the head of which stood Adonis. Musallam equated Adonis with Satan or the Devil and took a markedly anti-Christian stance. The primary mode of worshipping Adonis was through sexual enjoyment, both heterosexual and homosexual. He overtly stated that “Adonism is the worship of the Devil” by means of erotic activity.13 Dr. Musallam formed the Adonistische Gesellschaft in Vienna. This organization was active between 1925 and 1931 and published numerous written works including a journal called Dido and an almanac called Adonis. Although the organization had definite aims and methods, it did not require any vows or restrictions. This is because the whole purpose of the movement was to be the liberation of humanity from inhibitions and limitations of all kinds. It was a libertine philosophy coupled with magical ideology. According to Musallam-Sättler, this ideology was retrieved by him from the Bit el Nur (House of Light), a sort of monastery situated in the semi-mythical land of Nuristan.*1 There, a high priest called the Chakim Hachkimim (“the wise of the wise”) ruled over a college of priests and maintained a temple with a marvelous museum and library that was vaster and more complete than anything found elsewhere in the world. Musallam would have us to believe that 
he spent several years in this facility and returned to Europe to disseminate 
occult knowledge to help usher in the new Golden Age, which was to have its 
inception around the year 2000. This age of world-salvation was to be symbolized 
by the serpent and characterized by the qualities of freedom and truth.14 
The Adonistic wisdom of the East was drawn from many cultures, but there seems 
to have been a special affinity for the Kurdish Yazidis.
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Figure 1.1. Franz Sättler, known as Dr. Musallam
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Figure 1.2. The cover of Dr. Musallam’s Zauberbibel [Magic bible]
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Figure 1.3. Friedrich Wilhelm Quintscher

Another active member of Dr. Musallam’s group was Friedrich Wilhelm Quintscher (1883–1945). Quintscher and Sättler, who maintained their headquarters in Vienna at the time, had a falling out over a love triangle with another member of the group, Madame Ariela (= Justine Schnattinger). In 1929 Quintscher, who often wrote under the name Rah Omir, also formed his own Adonistic group, the Atwscha-Taganosyn, also known as the Adonistic League. He began to issue his own works out of his own publishing house and printing press. These included the Denurische Schriften (Denuric Writings; vol. I, 1928) and a journal called Erdbruderschaft (Earth-Brotherhood), of which there were three issues by 1932.

A student of Quintscher is said to have been the Czech-German author and stage magician Frantisek (Franz) Bardon (1909–1958). Bardon was from the Czech/Silesian town of Troppau (Opava). He worked as a stage magician from the mid-1920s under the name Frabato.*2 He came into contact with Quintscher and by all accounts became a member of his Adonistic circle. There he was known as Master Arion. In June of 1941 he was arrested and placed in a concentration camp in Breslau and then transferred to Troppau and released in October of that same year. For the rest of his life he worked as a healing practitioner in Munich and in Opava. Well after the war he ran afoul of the communist Czech authorities due to his claims of being able to cure cancer. He was arrested and died in custody in 1958. The “occult novel” Frabato is a supposedly veiled autobiography of Bardon, ascribed to his own authorship, although it was perhaps written by his secretary.
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Figure 1.4. Franz Bardon, author of Initiations into Hermetics, The Practice of Magical Evocation, and The Key to the True Kabbalah. Photo courtesy Dieter Rüggeberg, 
www.verlag-dr.de
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Figure 1.5. Franz Bardon as Frabato. Photo courtesy Dieter 
Rüggeberg, www.verlag-dr.de




THE FOGC .: 99 :.

One of the most important of these shadowy lodges—and certainly the most diabolically mysterious—was the Freemasonic Order of the Golden Centurium (FOGC). This order was supposedly founded in 1840 in Munich by a group of rich German industrialists and well-placed citizens.15 The FOGC was an openly daemonological order that maintained magical contact with a tetrad of daemons: Barzabel (planetary daemonium of Mars), Astaroth, Belial, and Asmodeus. The service of these entities was to provide the initiates of the order with untold personal power, influence, and wealth.

The main avenues for our knowledge about the existence of the FOGC comes from certain members of the FS and from the writings of the Adonist Wilhelm Quintscher and Franz Bardon. Both certainly wrote about it in a negative light, but Quintscher also left traces in his writings that give the impression he was somehow connected with the FOGC. For example, the designation for his investigational association was the O.C.F.G., which seems to be a rearrangement of the letters of the order in question.

In essence the FOGC can be seen as a cult of human sacrifice. This would have been sacrifice of a Middle Eastern, or Semitic type, and not of the Indo-European kind. The term centurium in the order’s name is Latin for a group or division of one hundred. Actually, the number of initiates in the lodge was limited to ninety-nine—the one-hundredth member of the order was the daemonium itself. The whole affair was taken care of annually on the night of June 23, St. John’s Day. On that night the lodge members would convene, and if no brother had died in the course of the previous year, a “lodge sacrifice” had to be chosen. This was done by drawing lots. The initiate chosen for this honor would then drink a poison draught in order to complete the sacrificial act. In the case of his refusal, this could be accomplished at a distance by means of the dreaded “Tepaphone” (German: Tepaphon)—a machine which, when coupled with the will of a magician, could kill a person no matter where they were. This machine is also mentioned and described in some FS documents. The sinister FOGC plays a dominant role in the “magical autobiography” of Franz Bardon, Frabato,16 wherein dramatic instances of the application of the Tepaphone are portrayed. Most of the material having to do with the FOGC seems quite legendary and fantastic in tone, but certain features of it are more practically treated in some FS archival materials. An initiation ritual of the FOGC derived from this material is provided in Appendix I. The reader can compare it to the rituals of the FS proper.




THE ORDO TEMPLI ORIENTIS AND ALEISTER CROWLEY

Less mysterious, but still quite obscure, was the early work of Theodor(e) Reuss (1855–1924), a half-German, half-English, sometime singer, press agent, language teacher, and spy who is said to have attempted to revive the Order of Illuminati in Bavaria in 1880. This late nineteenth-century form of Illuminism would appear to have no direct connection to the order founded by Adam Weishaupt a hundred years before. There were actually two new latter-day orders of Illuminati, one headed by Reuss and the other by Leopold Engel in Dresden. By 1899 the two orders were unified, but they only worked together until 1902. After 1902, Reuss shifted his emphasis toward aiding in the development of another order, the Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.). Engel continued with his branch of the order until 1924 and then founded yet another Illuminati group, the World League of the Illuminati, in 1927. This newer order lasted until 1933, two years after Engel’s death.17

After abandoning his efforts to revive Bavarian Illuminism, Theodor Reuss devoted himself to quasi-Masonic work that would culminate in the O.T.O. Reuss edited a journal called the Oriflamme from 1902 to 1923. This was a general outlet for various orders and lodges founded by Reuss, and was dedicated to an eclectic synthesis of Masonic, Rosicrucian, Templar, and Gnostic ideas together with certain forms of Indian occultism.

Reuss bought the charters of two Masonic organizations, the Ancient Primitive Rite of Memphis (95°) and the Egyptian Rite of Misraim (90°), from an English Mason named John Yarker. These two groups were unified by Reuss in 1902 and called the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Memphis and Misraim. Working with Reuss at that time were the well-known Theosophist Franz Hartmann and another occult figure named Joshua (also called Heinrich) Klein. Hartmann had been acquainted with Carl Kellner, the founder of the O.T.O., since at least 1886, when the two collaborated on a form of inhalation therapy for tuberculosis based on Kellner’s process of manufacturing cellulose. Klein ran a utopian colony in Upper Bavaria called Erdsegen (“Blessings of the Earth”), which he established after inheriting a half-million marks. All three men—Reuss, Hartmann, and Klein—were at one time or another involved with the progressive underground utopian colony near Ascona, Switzerland called Monte Verità.18

In its earliest phase the O.T.O. was originally developed by a wealthy Viennese industrialist and high-grade Freemason named Carl Kellner. It began about 1896, but no documentation of it exists before it was mentioned in the Historische Ausgabe der Oriflamme (1904).19 It was sometime between 1896 and 1904 that Reuss, Hartmann, and Klein began to collaborate with Kellner in their collective quasi-Masonic endeavors. Kellner had apparently already developed a system of sexual occultism based on what Indian Tantrism he was able to learn and on the teachings of the American sexual mystic Paschal Beverly Randolph, as transmitted through a French branch of Randolph’s organization. Traditionally, Kellner is supposed to have traveled in the East, where he learned sexo-yogic secrets from three adepts, two of them Hindu and one Muslim.20 Shortly after the collaboration among Kellner, Reuss, Hartmann, and Klein began, Kellner died (1905), and Reuss became the Outer Head of the O.T.O. His magical bynames within the order were Frater Merlin and Frater Peregrinus.

Under Reuss the O.T.O. flourished as it never had before. In 1912, Reuss openly published the true nature of the work of the O.T.O. in the Oriflamme:

Our Order possesses the KEY which opens up all Masonic and Hermetic secrets, namely the teaching of sexual magic, and this teaching explains, without exception, all the secrets of Freemasonry and all systems of religion.

Also in that same year, Reuss met the English magician Aleister Crowley (1875–1947), the self-proclaimed “Great Beast” (To Mega Therion), whom Reuss supposedly accused of revealing the order’s secrets of sexual magic. In fact, Crowley knew little about the techniques Reuss was alluding to, but Crowley’s works are so full of sexual references that it seemed to Reuss that he did. A sort of mutual conversion took place, in which Reuss convinced Crowley of the power of the O.T.O.’s sex-magical technology and Crowley converted Reuss to his Aeonic Law of Thelema. In 1922, Reuss resigned his position in the O.T.O. due to poor health and nominated Crowley as his successor. Reuss died the next year. Crowley was, however, not immediately accepted as the new Outer Head of the Order (OHO). The translation of Liber AL vel Legis (The Book of the Law) into German in 1925 was a watershed in that some dissidents were won over, while others were totally repulsed by the contents of the book. In time, the rituals and ideology of the old O.T.O. were “Thelemized” under Crowley’s influence, and finally Baphomet (Crowley’s O.T.O. byname) was more or less established as the international Outer Head of the Order.

[image: image]

Figure 1.6. Aleister Crowley in 1916 in the garments of the 
O.T.O.

Besides the O.T.O. there was another group working in Germany in 1925 that had attracted Crowley’s attention—the Pansophical Lodge, or Pansophia. This lodge, headed by Heinrich Tränker (Br. Recnartus), was originally founded as a loosely organized study group in Berlin shortly after the First World War. To complicate matters, Reuss had given Tränker a charter for the O.T.O. in Germany and one to H. Spencer Lewis (1883–1939). Lewis formed the Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (AMORC) and Tränker’s group soon became formalized as the “Grand Pansophical Lodge of Germany, Orient– Berlin.” The Grand Master of this lodge was Br. Recnartus, its Master of the Chair was Master Pacitius (Albin Grau), and its Secretary was Gregor A. Gregorius (Eugen Grosche). Another important initiate of this lodge was Karl Germer (Br. Saturnus), who was also the paid personal secretary of Heinrich Tränker. Tränker, a dealer in books and rare manuscripts, was the head of a whole eclectic occult, “Pansophical” movement or network made up of several orders, lodges, and societies. Only some of his authority was derived from Theodor Reuss, at least according to Aleister Crowley’s own account.21 It was from contact between this group and Crowley that the Fraternitas Saturni under the Grand Mastery of Gregor A. Gregorius came to be founded in 1926. These affairs will be addressed later.
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