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Chapter 1 Artist in the Attic


Up in the attic, Liz Jenkins was trying to do two things at once.

“Reggie, no!” Liz called to her ferret. “Leave it.”

Liz was making sure her pet didn’t get into any trouble. Reggie backed out of a dusty box with a sock on his head. He shook it off.
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Reggie ran across the room and dug in his basket of ferret toys.

Liz was trying hard to finish up a painting. The attic was now her art studio. Liz’s parents had helped her clear some space. They set up her easel. They found a small table and a chair in storage. They even cleared an old bookcase that was perfect for holding Liz’s art supplies.
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And she had a lot of art supplies. Watercolors. Paintbrushes. Colored pencils. Paper for collages. Pens and ink. Seeing her supplies all together made Liz want to jump with joy.
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Today Liz was painting with acrylic paint. It was a floral still life for her Aunt Biz. Her real name was Elizabeth—just like Liz’s! But everyone called her Biz.

Aunt Biz’s birthday was coming up. And she loved flowers, especially sunflowers. So far, Liz thought the vase she was painting looked pretty good. But not the flower petals.

“What do you think?” Liz asked Reggie.
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She picked Reggie up. “Is it weird that I talk to you?”
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Nah, thought Liz. She knew her best friends Amy, Ellie, and Marion would agree too. They all loved animals. That’s why the four of them had created The Critter Club, set up inside their friend Ms. Sullivan’s barn. They cared for strays, found lost pets, did some pet-sitting, and even nursed injured wild animals.
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And they talked to animals all the time.

“Liz!” her dad’s voice called out from the bottom of the attic steps. Reggie jumped off Liz’s lap. He ran over to the top of the stairs. Liz followed.

Down below, Mr. Jenkins waved up at them. “Sunday dinner in ten minutes!”
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Liz scrunched her face. “Okay,” she replied.

Her dad came up the stairs. “What’s the matter?” he asked Liz. He gave Reggie a little pat too. “You love black bean burger night.”
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She pointed to her painting. “I’m just trying to fix these petals. I can’t get them right.”

Her dad put his hand on her shoulder. “Liz, that’s beautiful. I think you’ve gotten the flower’s essence.”
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Liz sighed. “But it doesn’t look like the real petals. I want to get it exactly.”

Her dad nodded. “I understand,” he said. “It’s not living up to your expectations. But hey, sometimes the unexpected can be even better.”
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Liz was quiet for a few moments. “I guess,” she said with a shrug. But deep down, Liz knew there had to be a way to fix those flowers.
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Chapter 2 The Best Monday


Monday was Liz’s favorite day of the week at school. Art day! They had art right before lunch. Mrs. Sienna led the class down the hall to the art room.

Liz took the seat next to Marion. Amy and Ellie sat across from them at the same table.

“Hey, guess what!” Amy whispered. “A family at Mom’s clinic asked about pet-sitters. They’re going out of town and need someone to watch their pet.”
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