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Why is SPAM so lovable?

Sure, it’s freaking delicious. That goes without saying. There are countless, amazing ways you can serve SPAM. It lasts forever, on your shelf and in your soul. There is the simple fact that SPAM is fun. It is a product that doesn’t take itself too seriously, but still delivers when it counts. It represents all things American and patriotic. It’s a fun word to say. It’s even a fun word to look at.

All of these things add up to something bigger. Something that truly inspires people. The SPAM world is growing every day. Eventually it will be bigger than the universe. Get used to it. It’s going to be meat-tastical.
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THE CAN OF SPAM.

Do you think it is easy to find the SPAM? Do not kid yourself. Do you see SPAM now, over there, by the tree? What you don’t know is that SPAM was there only for an instant. You see, this is a photograph taken in the past. Only a photograph from the future could truly reveal where SPAM is now.
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What is SPAM?

“Whatever it is, it’s not meat.” Nothing could be further from the truth. Hormel Foods is filled with honest, hardworking men and women who would never short-shrift the SPAM-loving public. Those kinds of shenanigans don’t get past the Food and Drug Administration. The FDA makes sure that everybody who sells meat is selling actual meat. SPAM is no exception.

“Lips and A**holes.” Absolutely not. These parts are not used for anything. Ick! Besides being totally illegal, who would be evil enough to try and feed that to someone? Last we checked, Satan does not work of Hormel Foods.

“It comes from the SPAMINAL™.” This is really cute. Do you see what they did? They took two words (in this case “SPAM” and “animal”) and smushed them together in a lame attempt at some kind of crass humor, “Look, it makes a new word. Aren’t I funny?” says this person to himself. No, there is no such thing as a SPAMINAL. But it would be a cool prison nickname, if you get to choose one. Fingers crossed!
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Early ads like this one mislead consumers to believe that SPAM was made by tiny elderly elves.
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Possible sighting of a wild “SPAMINAL,” Sept. 26, 1963, Holdrege, Nebraska.
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3No, really, what is SPAM?


“Everything scraped off the floor and all the other useless bits.” No way. First off, there is no such thing as a “useless bit” of a pig. Everything is used, even the squeal. Secondly, if you’re talking about floor scrapings, you’ve got SPAM confused with some super-evil hot-dog factory that exists only in our imaginations. Floor scrapings are either thrown away or fed to other animals. But never, ever used in SPAM.

“It’s made from squirrels, possums, and other such furry creatures.” While these woodland buddies may be eaten, and were certainly dinner during pioneer times, there just isn’t enough meat on them to make them worth it. Plus, possums have naked tails. What’s up with that?
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The old joke was they used every part of the pig—except the squeal. That changed in the 1930s when Hormel launched their corporate newsletter “The Squeal.” It was then that every last part of the pig was officially used.
Who knew?
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Now we can tell you that SPAM contains some pretty high-quality ingredients. But would you believe it? Maybe it’s a good thing that people aren’t sure what’s in there. Leaving it shrouded in darkness makes it seem dangerous and extra sexy. However, this is a book about SPAM. We all know that such a book must serve truth and light.

The real answer lies in the most unexpected place, the label.
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Many cultures eat all kinds of different meats. Some are downright gross. In a pinch, kangaroo meat may not be so bad. But SPAM® Classic is made from pigs, and only pigs. Damn if that ain’t tasty.

It’s not magic, it’s just good ingredients

Pork shoulder. [image: Image] What is pork? Pork is from pigs. And a shoulder is a shoulder. This meat is usually a bit more fatty than other cuts, which makes it juicy and tender and adds more flavor. Aren’t animals delicious?

Ham. Yet again, this one is pretty simple. Much like the pork shoulder, the ham is a cut of pork—but from the opposite end of the pig. [image: Image] Specifically, from the rear thigh. This is the same delicious treat served at Christmas dinner or Easter brunch or during reruns of MacGyver.

Salt. Good old sodium chloride. [image: Image] Salt is pretty standard. Not sure we can even make a joke here. Sorry.
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SPAM comes from pigs because they are made of meat. Delicious, delicious meat.
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This is the age-old question. There are many myths about what goes info our most
beloved pork treat. We hate to have to repeat all the vicious slander and defamation
of the good character of the precious SPAM, but we see it as our duty. Only
through examining these lies can the truth be reached.
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