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MY Turn





Swish! Swish! Swish! Prince Lucas and his best friend, Clara, swept dirt, leaves, and bits of straw into a corner of Ruskin’s lair. They wanted the cave to be clean and perfect when Ruskin returned. Ruskin was on the island of Crestwood for the week. He was perfecting his fire-breathing skills, and Grom, the wizard overseeing Ruskin’s training, had told Lucas that being around other dragons every once in a while was good for him.

“Look at all the cobwebs!” cried Clara, pointing to shadowy corners of the lair.

“This place looks more like a home for spiders than for a dragon,” said Lucas.

They turned their brooms upside down and began to brush the webs from the corners of the lair. Spiders scurried into the cracks between the stones.
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“I can’t wait until Ruskin can go on more adventures with us,” Lucas said.
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“Me too,” agreed Clara. “I wonder what land we’ll discover next.”

“Well, wherever it is,” answered Lucas, “I’m going to be the one to discover it!”

Clara stopped sweeping the walls for a moment. “Why do you say it like that?” she asked.

Lucas shrugged. “I don’t know. I guess it’s because you always discover everything first,” he said.

“I’m not trying to,” responded Clara. “It’s just because I know my way around the kingdom from all the bread deliveries I’ve done with my father.”
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“I know,” said Lucas, “but I wish I could discover something before you just once.”

Clara pulled a cobweb from her sleeve. “You’re being silly,” she said. “Besides, we’ve discovered lots of things together.”
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“Like what?” questioned Lucas.

Clara thought for a moment. “How about the time we found the Breach in the Starless Forest—remember?” she said. “We collected the healing vixberries for Ruskin!”
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Lucas shook his head. “But don’t forget it was your friend who showed us the Breach,” he protested. “I would never have discovered it if it weren’t for you!”

“Why does that matter?” asked Clara.

“Because we never would have found the Breach and saved Ruskin’s life if you hadn’t been friends with Bren.”
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Clara rested her broom against the wall. She didn’t want her best friend to be upset with her, even if it was for a silly reason.

“Well, don’t worry,” she said, pulling off a cobweb. “I know you’ll uncover many mysteries before me. Just keep your eyes open.”
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Lucas nodded. “You bet I will,” he said.
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The Raft





“What do you want to do today?” asked Clara as the two friends met on the palace steps.

“Discover a new land,” said Lucas.

Clara rolled her eyes.

“Besides that,” she said.

Lucas looked toward the water. “Want to build a sand castle?” he suggested.
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