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			“Cheryl Chumley, in God-Given or Bust, has not only shown why God matters in America, and how faith is tied to freedom, but also how the idea of ‘God-given’ rights and liberties, as envisioned by Founding Fathers, actually works and pragmatically plays for both individual and country. This is a powerful book that moves the concept of ‘God-given’ off paper and into real life.”

			—Mike Pompeo, 
Former Secretary of State

			“The neo-Marxist attack from within is the most existential threat America has ever faced. And the only way to save this country before it’s truly too late is to return to God. This indispensable book provides a vivid, inspiring roadmap to getting our national spiritual house in order and restoring America’s exceptionalism, greatness, and goodness via its original faith-based principles.”

			—Monica Crowley, PhD, News Analyst, Host of “The Monica Crowley Podcast,” and Former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury

			“The best offense against the frightening specter of totalitarianism is fact-based truth. In her book God-Given or Bust, Cheryl Chumley has amassed a huge trough of information that presents the reader with the ‘how’ behind the progressive socialist quest. Chapter Nine on how George Soros money has corrupted the information industry is a shocker.”

			—Bill O’Reilly, Host of No Spin News and Former Host of the Top-Rated The O’Reilly Factor on Fox News; New York Times Bestselling Author and Syndicated Columnist

			“Once again, Cheryl Chumley cuts right through the political lies and division and goes straight to the rotten heart of the problem: America increasingly embraces socialism and Marxism, a hatred of Western civilization, cultural depravity, and moral relevance, simply because we’ve turned our backs on God and His Biblical truths. Read this book. It is a critical reminder that fundamental American rights and freedoms are not reliant on government or on ourselves, but are God-given. To turn our backs on God is to participate in our own demise.”
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			For the glory of Jesus and to all Americans who cherish true liberty.

		

	
		
			Foreword

			By Pastor Jack Hibbs

			What could possibly go wrong?

			These words in any context would, at the very least, generate immediate concern. Such a naive and cavalier question is more like a statement that is preceded by an individual or group who believes the thrill of experiencing something “new,” no matter the cost, far outweighs the risks and injuries that are most likely to arise.

			“Damn the torpedoes…full speed ahead” is the belief system of many in our day. I am, of course, talking about today’s Western culture and its headlong romance with socialism and Marxist ideology. This imagined theoretical worldview could have only happened in a vacuum where world history and American history were not only deliberately denied to the general populace but specifically so to the students of the American educational system.

			There is an intentional war raging by the powers that be to bring about a complete and total reshaping of the American mind by a well-organized and full-blown assault to end our constitutional republic. What is being peddled in our nation today, dare I say the world, is a doctrine of thinking that has been so long in its germination that it has finally found fertile soil therein to grow right here in the good ole United States.

			For some one hundred years now, the long road to indoctrinating the American culture has clearly taken root. You might ask, “How could this have happened?” Well, it’s no mystery to solve nor a game of whodunit. The collective, steadfast, and committed Marxists have not only been patient but have also been devoted disciples to the tenets of the Communist Manifesto, and they have not been shy about preaching their message of humanism. Humanism in the sense that communism is a man-made construct that replaces God with a lesser god, that being man. This reality would have been hard to entertain in years prior, but now, the delusion of believing in a godless worldview has been replaced with man seeking to create a new god in the image of him or herself.

			Marxism and socialism share this one powerful motivation—they hate competition. For them, the existence of the one true God is absolutely unacceptable. Thus, their religion deifies man and his quest to elevate himself into all areas of power with the desire to control. These seeds of humanism have now sprouted and are yielding the end product of godlessness—a mass collective ignorance of the true history of both the impact and influence of the Judeo-Christian worldview benefits and accurate American history. The results of this are a matter of historical fact.

			A biblically based American culture is what birthed the most remarkable, never-before-seen exceptionalism, which resulted in such meteoric levels of religious freedom, wealth, liberty, technology, and power, unlike any other people, group, or nation in the history of man. Harvard graduate, attorney, and American Founding Father John Adams wrote, “Facts are stubborn things.” However, in our day, facts have been redefined into lies. And lies, well, they have become the new facts, the new truths, the ‘your truths’ and ‘my truths’—just ask the fact-checkers.

			Thankfully, and in sharp contrast to such illogic, there is a voice on the horizon, albeit as one crying in the wilderness, and that is the voice of Cheryl Chumley. In this vivid and excellent work, investigative reporter, journalist, US military veteran, and friend Cheryl pulls the mask off the deceptive and invasive tactics of the most powerful lies that have put our nation in a state of twilight. Falsehoods and beliefs that, if not vehemently confronted and defeated, will render the United States of America all but a historical reference in the annals of time. The hour is very critical for us as a nation and as freedom-loving people. This is true not only for you and me but also for our children and our children’s children.

			The deception is rampant and all around us, hidden in plain sight. Perhaps another way to say it is how Jesus Christ said it, as recorded in the Bible, “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. But when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared.” (Matthew 13: 24–26, NKJV) Did you catch those four haunting words “but while men slept”? What a terrifying indictment that best describes our culture.

			Jesus’s words could be the diagnosis of the United States today. A similar message is offered by another meaningful quote, often attributed to Edmund Burke, a member of Parliament, in 1774, though the true source is unknown: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.” So painfully reminiscent of Jesus’s words, “but while men slept.” Little did we know that while we were hard at work pursuing our careers, getting married, raising kids, attending church or synagogue, and being involved in community service—“while men slept”—the enemy entered within our walls. So pervasive and terminal are these socialistic beliefs that, in a short time, any people, group, or nation that adopts such an ideology soon finds themselves either with their necks under the heel of a rising despot (there is always a dictator, lord, or despot in the wings of any socialist agenda), or they are reduced to abject poverty for the betterment of the collective.

			Today’s Marxist crusaders and their likeminded political jihadists have deceived themselves into thinking that they have actually come up with a better idea for human governance, which is a testimony to their self-inflicted ignorance. Such theorists and their way of thinking seek to trump all other historical attempts to establish a man-made, godless, egocentric society that defies logic. But that doesn’t keep them from believing in the lie.

			In God-Given or Bust: Defeating Marxism and Saving America with Biblical Truths, Cheryl sends us all a wake-up call and outlines exactly what we need to do to defend our country, our God-given freedoms, and our blood-bought liberties.

			For those of us who have read the Bible and have subsequently experienced its transformational power to change the way we think and live, there is great hope—a never-ending hope in Christ. But until that day comes when we see Him face-to-face, let us be faithful to fight the good fight of faith out loud, in the public square, in the halls of power, and across this nation—from sea to shining sea.

			—Jack Hibbs

			Senior Pastor of Calvary Chapel Chino Hills

			President of The Real Life Network

		

	
		
			Author’s Note

			To the youth of America:

			You’ve been told a bunch of lies.

			For the majority of your lives, you’ve been told the following: The government has your back. The government’s job is to level the playing field to make it easier for everyone to succeed. The government cares about the poor, the hungry, and the despondent. The government exists to fight for the interests of these classes of society. And the government, ultimately and overwhelmingly, is a force for good.

			For the majority of your public education experiences, you’ve been treated to the following notions: All the world’s ailments are due to America’s colonizing, occupying, selfish, and domineering ways. The Founding Fathers were racists, and therefore, the founding documents, inherently racist; and therefore, the founding ideals must be dismantled and replaced. Capitalism produces an unjust class society of 1-percenters ruling the 99 percent. Free markets are enslaving. And socialism is the only fair and ethical economic system.

			For the majority of your formative, maturing years, you’ve been fed a steady diet of bloody, beastly, brutal pornographic images in entertainment and media to the point where normal human senses have become dulled, and anything but the most shockingly graphic produces yawns. You’ve been fed to the point where the abnormal, immoral, and deviant have become much more than curiosities but rather desired and demanded, then ultimately, quietly expected. And you’ve been fed to the point where it’s even seen that the level of blood, brutality, and beastly and pornographic imagery is indicative of the talent and bravery of the creator, with the more the shock factor, the more esteemed the creator of the shock—so that, for instance, “real”-looking blood in a video game is more prized than the strategies of the game itself, and that “real”-looking sex scenes in a movie are more appreciated than the plot itself.

			You’ve been brainwashed into these beliefs: Sex is as normal as eating and drinking and sleeping and breathing. It’s a function of animals, and humans are simply a higher evolution of animals. It’s just another physical act, and perhaps even need, that does not require considerations of “when, where, and with whom.” And it certainly, laughably, does not require any exchange of vows or marital commitments, let alone formal promises of monogamy.

			For the majority of your time on Earth, you’ve been conditioned to believe that one truth is as good as another truth, and, in fact, the more truths in any given situation, the merrier—that is to say that an absolute truth does not exist; truth is in the eye of the beholder; God, if God even exists, is concerned only with love and not law; He represents love without boundaries; and love is without standards and expectations and restrictions. Love is love is love, as they say.

			If it feels good, do it.

			If it’s not harming others, go for it.

			If nobody objects—well then, what’s the objection?

			These are lies. And more than that, these are dangerous lies. These are the types of lies that lead to the crumbling of a country because they remove the much-needed moral clarities and boundaries that actually keep society and society’s citizens free.

			Freedom for the individual does not mean freedom to live absent accountability, consequence, repercussion, or in some instances, punishment. That’s the biggest lie of all, and it’s a lie that leads to tyranny, chaos, confusion, and collapse.

			And this is the precipice upon which America now stands.

			The turning away depends on the ability of America’s youth to see the peril, acknowledge the peril, and commit to fight the peril. The peril, in a single concise phrase, is this: Godless society.

			The founders warned that America’s limited government would not last without a moral and virtuous citizenry—that the growing of government powers would occur in direct correlation with the decaying of morals and values. Look around. We’re here. America’s final days have dawned. One more lost generation, and all in America is lost. One more generational shift toward secularized society, and the Marxists will have won; the socialists, progressives, globalists, communists, and collectivists will have won.

			The war is to preserve God-given liberties.

			But you can’t have God-given liberties if God is removed.

			Either you’re with God, or you’re not. For America, for the fate of American liberties and exceptionalism and individualism, it’s God-given or bust—it’s the final time of choosing.

			This is why God matters for individual liberty.…

			This is how God keeps us all free.…

		

	
		
			CHAPTER 1

			American Exceptionalism’s “God-Given” Is Under Attack

			Try and picture America in ten years. Close your eyes, take a deep breath, and imagine how this nation will look: what the state of its freedoms will be, whether the Constitution will matter—at all, and whether our borders will have become so invaded and invalidated as to render words like “sovereignty” and “citizen” completely meaningless.

			See it? See it.

			It’s coming. The demise of America is coming on strong, moving from concept to reality, morphing from warning to real life, sliding from the pages of remote historical books teaching abstract, normative stages leading to the crumbling of republics, then—smack!—playing out right onto the streets of today’s society, through the halls of modern politics and places of governance, into present-day public-school classrooms, and within the walls of economic power and financial planning. The demise is real. See it, then see this: we have moved past the time where elections fix things.

			We have moved into a time where only divine intervention can save us.

			The fact that a large percentage of the nation’s people would read that statement and laugh, and another large percentage would get angry, disgusted, dismissive, and either attack or shoulder-shrug in response, further underscores its deep truth—that only divine intervention can save us. Why’s that? It’s the trap of circles and cycles. The more secular America grows, the more our problems become unsolvable by the normal means, which is to say, by the secular means. But since secularism brings blindness toward the things of the spiritual world—since secularism, by definition, is devoid of religion and spiritual faith—the more impossible it then becomes to turn to the one source that can solve the problems: God. Godless people don’t generally look to God for salvation. But godless societies don’t generally remain free for long. This is the cycle of which America now finds herself; this is the circle of destruction Americans are now walking.

			Something must snap.

			As America’s belief in God goes, so, too, does the concept of American exceptionalism and the idea that individual liberties are inherent and bestowed by the Creator, and that government cannot—rightfully, morally, or even constitutionally—seize those freedoms except by consent of the individuals. It’s simple. The choice is clear-cut. Either America falls, or America sets God at the helm. There is no straddling of sides any longer.

			The wolves are panting at the door.

			In April 2023, the Brookings Institution ran a commentary that argued “American exceptionalism” needed a radical overhaul because too many people were being left behind, and therefore, the United States should adopt the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) outlined in the 2030 Agenda from the United Nations.1

			They are redefining American exceptionalism to fit a mold they want. The wolves are cleverly circling the foundations.

			America’s greatness is rooted in individualism, based on God-given liberties, and to shift this guiding governing principle to put others first and the self second is to shift toward collectivism. That the argument for the shift comes under cover of a moral good—a quest for, say, equality and justice for all—only makes the shift even more dangerous. It opens the door for pure brainwashing that practically guarantees a permanent societal change. It’s one thing when the wolf comes, teeth bared, lips snarling; it’s another when it comes dressed as a kindly altruistic force for good—encouraging, enticing, shaming others to join the goodness. But the United Nations is not America, nor should America ever become the United Nations.

			From the UN Sustainable Development Group webpage on “Principle Two” of the SDGs:

			Leave no one behind (LNOB) is the central, transformative promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It represents the unequivocal commitment of all UN Member States to eradicate poverty in all its forms, end discrimination and exclusion, and reduce the inequalities and vulnerabilities that leave people behind and undermine the potential of individuals and of humanity as a whole.2

			That sounds wonderful.

			It’s an enticing, titillating message—that every man, woman, and child around the world be granted the keys to success, prosperity, ease, comfort, and well, let’s just say it, nirvana. No more suffering. No more struggle. No more war. No more division.

			But it’s a lie.

			The lie is that government can accomplish these goals, simply by the regulation, redistribution, and reallocation of resources. The lie is that humanity itself is equipped with the necessary tools to bring about an end to poverty, an end to discrimination, an end to inequality, and an end to unjust exclusivity.

			Moreover, it’s a lie pushed by the forces of evil.

			After all, if life on Earth is heaven, then why the need for a real heaven? In the end, a government promise of perfection is a rebellion against God because it’s a refusal to acknowledge the sinful nature of humanity, and therefore a prideful embrace of the idea that a heavenly savior isn’t necessary.

			It’s not that humans shouldn’t try for perfection; it’s not that people shouldn’t work toward eradicating poverty, ensuring all have enough to eat, and fighting for justice, law and order, equality, and the rest.

			It’s that these campaigns should first and foremost come from the place of individual effort and charity, with government playing solely a supporting role for the individual—that is, with government serving to clear the way to best equip and enable the individual to fulfill the needs of others. Lower taxes, for instance, means more money in the hands of individuals who can, in turn, provide the services and resources for those with lesser abilities and greater needs. Then we don’t need food stamps. Then we won’t need welfare. Then we’re putting God first.

			In a nation like America where liberties and rights come from a heavenly Creator, the government needs to get out of the way to allow the individual to develop, foster, grow, and expand the gifts God gave each at birth, so the individual can build personal esteem; so the individual can increase personal resources; so the individual can find personal satisfaction and success; so the individual can provide for the self, family, and loved ones; and so the individual can ultimately share with those who have need.

			That’s the target. That’s the ideal.

			In Matthew 25:14–30 (NASB1995), Jesus speaks about three servants whose master had given them money—talents—as he was departing for a journey. “To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability,” the passage reads. The parable recounts how the first and second went and traded with their five and two talents, respectively, both doubling their pools. The third, however, dug a hole, put in his one talent, covered it, and hid it. Eventually, the master returned and asked his servants for an accounting of their talents. When the first and second servants told of their trades that doubled their resources, the master responded with praise. Specifically, he told each:

			Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.

			Then the third servant gave account for his talent, and told his master, “I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed. And I was afraid and, went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.” The master was angered by his servant’s words and responded with a scolding—and more. He said:

			You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gathered where I scattered no seed. Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest. Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has ten talents.

			Moreover, the master banished his servant from his home:

			Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

			Bible scholars offer a range of meanings and takeaways from this “Parable of the Talents,” as it’s called.

			But first: A talent was the term for a considerable amount of money, with a value that was determined either by weight or by wage and a modern-day equivalency that’s difficult to pinpoint. Some say one talent of gold would be worth more than $2 million today;3 others put the modern value somewhere between $1,000 and $30,000;4 and still others say a talent is the amount of money it would take an average worker twenty years to earn.5

			Regardless, the parable is not so much about money as it is about value and where priorities are placed.

			
					From Crosswalk.com: “More importantly, it is talking about stewardship, responsibility, and preparedness. When you look at this parable, it really is one of self-examination.”6


					From Christianity.com: “The master of this parable is clearly meant to represent Jesus. The servants are Christ-followers. Similar to the parable, Jesus has also given responsibility to his followers, and similar to the parable, he, the master, has promised to one day return. This parable is often interpreted as a lesson about the importance of wisely using one’s God-given talents and resources and not squandering them out of fear or complacency. It emphasizes the idea that those who are faithful and responsible in using what they’ve been given will be rewarded, while those who are negligent or fearful will face consequences.”7


					From Bible.org: First, the website discusses a reference to the biblical account of Pharaoh and his persecution of the Israelites, who were slaves to Egypt. On one occasion, Pharaoh refused to provide the Jews with the necessary materials to make bricks, but at the same time, ordered them to make bricks. Pharaoh, in that respect, was truly a hard master—which is how the third servant in the Parable of the Talents described his master. Second, Bible.org goes on to write, “But the master [in the Parable of the Talents] did provide the means for his slave to make a profit. He entrusted him with money, money suited to his abilities. It was not the master’s problem; it was the slave’s problem. Is this not the way that our Lord’s adversaries looked at Him? They justified their rejection of Jesus by claiming that He was the problem. Indeed, they accused Him of being a wicked sinner, more worthy of death than Barabbas,” the murderer who was excused from execution at the pressing of those who hated Jesus.8


			

			So, what does all this have to do with American exceptionalism and the need for God-given individualism to be kept alive and well if this country is to keep from its destruction?

			Only everything.

			The Parable of the Talents is to individualism what the UN SDGs and its “leave no one behind” mantra are to collectivism.

			One viewpoint says individuals are accountable for their actions to a higher authority; the other that individuals are not. One says that individuals are responsible for working for their wealth and resources; the other that it’s government’s role to provide. One says that material differences among humans are due, at least in part, to the differing levels of effort made by individuals to achieve material goods; the other that inequality of all kinds is unfair and that government must take steps to offset any inequalities. One says that hard work pays off; the other that work is only profitable in terms of what it provides the government to distribute and redistribute.

			One says “God-given.” The other says “government-granted.”

			Thing is, Jesus wasn’t a socialist. Jesus wanted his followers, from a place of love, to give from their own pockets to others in need, not simply stand around with stupid signs carrying messages that demand the political class give to those in need by dipping into tax dollars. So goes the proper direction of a country built on God-given individualism, rather than government-granted rights and privileges.

			That’s the difference.

			That’s the difference power-hungry politicians—alongside the globalist bureaucrats who detest American liberty—don’t want noticed. From Brookings:

			In 2015, the global community adopted the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with the watchwords “leave no one behind.” It is a framework that recognizes development happens everywhere—not just in the Global South or in “developing” countries. Yet experts, policymakers, and the media still stubbornly categorize countries as “developed” or “developing.” The United States, of course, is part of this “developed” category.… Midway to 2030, it is time to not only retire the label of the U.S. as developed but to deploy disaggregated data by race, gender, and where possible, locality—city-level data—and align with SDG targets and indicators to forge more just and healthy communities. In fact, when we have such data, the findings make clear why the SDGs apply to the U.S. and not just the Global South. If that does not happen, numerous communities and millions of Americans will continue to be left behind well beyond 2030.9

			This is classic liberal-speak.

			It’s a narrative that professes compassion over some sad-and-sorry cause, case, or condition, and then, before the eyes can dry and the tears be swept away by tissues, it’s a narrative that also offers a solution, almost always government-based, and almost always taxpayer-funded—all while conveniently sidestepping the oh-so-small matter that it’s the government that created the sad-and-sorry cause, case, and condition in the first place. Government’s great at that: creating crises, then swooping in with solutions that either exacerbate the existing crisis or generate new ones. War on poverty, anyone? Sure, for a few years, the 1960s-era poverty levels of such professed compassion and concern to President Lyndon B. Johnson dropped. They dropped by double digits, in fact.10 Then the money ran out and poverty levels surged once again. Meanwhile, taxpayers over the span of fifty years poured about $22 trillion into fighting this lost war.11 That’s how socialism generally progresses; tax dollars for entitlements only go so far, for so long, and then—failure.

			Smart people learn it’s a destructive and unsustainable model. Even the New York Times finally copped to the ridiculousness of handing out gobs of government-backed freebies to the poor with the expectation that the giveaways would move them into higher economic and educational classes. In a 1998 news piece on poverty-stricken Owsley County, Kentucky, writer Michael Janofsky found that the funds that had been funneled from tax coffers for years into this one community ultimately yielded little success in terms of lifting residents from their financial distresses.

			As the Foundation for Economic Education wrote:

			Janofsky visited Owsley County, Kentucky, and found a poverty rate of over 46 percent, with over half the adults illiterate and half unemployed.… For years, the government [had] been trying to treat the despair with welfare programs: two-thirds of the inhabitants receive[d] federal assistance, including food stamps, AFDC [Aid to Families with Dependent Children], and SSI [Supplemental Security Income] disability payments. This, it now appears, is part of the area’s problems. “The war on poverty was the worst thing that ever happened to Appalachia,” Janofsky quotes one resident as saying. “It gave people a way to get by without having to do any work.”12

			Work, under leftist influence, has been turned into a despicable act.

			The modern leftist narrative promotes victimhood above all—an angry victimhood that breeds entitlement attitudes that somewhere along the list of demands, and whether by lack of resources or by changing political tunes, turn into unfulfilled demands. Viva la protest! Let the streets be filled with the discontents.

			America should be in the business of building up the individual, not sucking out the soul, poisoning the mind, and blackening the heart of the individual.

			The first approach flows from a viewpoint of God-given, where it’s taken as granted that an individual, endowed by his or her Creator, is supposed to provide for self and family, based on personal interests, passions, talents, skills, and so forth. The second approach is pure Marxism, aimed at degrading all that’s godly, all that’s good, and all that’s individualist. If Americans aren’t filled with a passion for some sort of worthwhile pursuit—whether that be an artistic or creative endeavor that drives them to achieve and produce, or simply a job that pays the bills—then what results is a cracked door toward victimhood. The power-hungry and exploiters of the world can swarm and swoop in with their messages of social injustices, and they can put into play their class separation tactics. They can mobilize their angry masses to take to the streets, take to the businesses, take to the residences of all those who have more and scream foul—to throw bricks and set things on fire, even. And the power-hungry and exploiters have so perfected their class division narratives that they make it seem as if they’re doing the morally righteous work of the Lord, and so, too, are their violent minions, because they’re correcting societal wrongs that need to be corrected.

			The counter to this evil—to this soul-sucking, Marxist, collectivist evil—is God. More specifically, the counter to this Marxist evil is teaching, reminding, rewarding, and insisting upon the manifestation of biblical truths regarding work, individual talents, life missions, and, to sum it up simply, the God-given. This is how it works:

			From 1 Corinthians 12:4–14—the gifts of the Spirit: “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.”

			(1 Cor. 12:4-14, NASB1995)

			Spiritual gifts only work for believers, though. It’s not that God deems some of his creations worthy of gifts and some not so worthy; He endows all with talents and equips all with the tools that are necessary to carry out the missions he fashioned for each during creation. But non-believers don’t buy into this promise, and that means they don’t know or understand fully their worth in God. And an individual who does not understand that he or she was created with a special purpose by God and for God, and therefore is possessed of certain skills, talents, and gifts to accomplish this special purpose, is an individual who is adrift, vulnerable to the pressings of the world, and at risk of the influences of the power-hungry and exploiters who want to use such individuals for their own selfish purposes.

			Watch a horde of Black Lives Matter and antifa thugs smash into store windows and pilfer from the shelves and recognize that these are people who probably don’t believe in God and who definitely don’t know they’ve been created by God for wonderful purposes. They don’t grasp their God-given talents.

			As such, they have no regard for a nation built on God-given liberties. They are the exploited masses used by the elitist classes for anti-American, anti-constitutional, anti-liberty, and anti-individualist designs.

			This is the work set before believers—to tell the unbelievers who they are in Christ. It’s about not only the salvation of their souls but also the salvation of America and American exceptionalism.

			Again, from 1 Corinthians 12, repeating verse 14 then moving to verse 26: “For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot says, ‘Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. And if the ear says, ‘Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,’ it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. If they were all one member, where would the body be? But now there are many members, but one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need for you’; or again, the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’…And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.”

			(1 Cor. 12:14–21, 1 Cor. 12:26–27, NASB1995)

			All are important. All matter. All have purpose and mission. All contribute to society. All are individuals—individualists—making up the body of Christ. Moreover, ignorance of those truths does not just change the truths, either for the believer or the non-believer. It is not for that reason that the truth changes.

			Another application for the cause of American exceptionalism? If it’s true that if one member suffers then all members suffer, then it’s crucially important for the stronger members to take care of the weaker members, not only because it’s God’s will—as a good Christian duty—but because it keeps the weaker members from falling into a victimhood attitude and subsequently, serving as food for the exploiters.

			Look at the differences between a nation of people who take their rights and liberties from God, who recognize their value as individuals in God and from God—and those who don’t know God, don’t know their worth in God’s eyes, and who therefore depend on government, politicians, and other citizens to determine the level of success in their lives:

			
					Those who understand God’s in charge, not government, aren’t swayed into using billions of tax dollars to fight fabricated climate change perils—because they understand God’s in charge of weather, not humans.

					Those who cherish the idea of God-given liberties know that taking tax dollars to forgive the student loans of college-age adults is not only economically abhorrent—a form of socialism—but also morally bankrupt because it creates an entitlement mindset in an entire generation of emerging American leaders.

					Those who live by a creed of God-given see the wokeism in the corporate world as, yes, fiscally irresponsible but, worse, spiritually depressing because it teaches, through the free market, that certain classes of society are prone to failure and it’s the job of other classes—other better classes, other superior classes—to provide for these inferior classes.

					Those who demand a culture of God-given rights and liberties see the deep state attacks that have gone forth in recent years, and that continue to go forth, against political enemies of the reigning Democrats as rooted in pride, arrogance, hubris, and hate. They see these attacks as evidence of a government that thinks it exists to be served by the people. They see them as an extension of a system that lets laws be determined at whim and order upheld at will, with the final say on what constitutes lawful and what defines order left, soon enough, to the minds and devices of select, chosen elites.

					Those who insist on a society of God-given freedoms know that any attempt to stifle free speech, free expression, free assembly, freedom to travel, and freedom to carry and possess firearms—they know the attempts come from a fleshly desire to control. They know that the more society is moved to believe it’s the government who holds the rightful authority to control these freedoms, the less free society becomes. They know that the less free and more tyrannical and chaotic society becomes, the more radical the idea of God-given liberty seems—and that it’s this destructive cycle the exploiters and power-hungry desire to bring into existence.

					Those who recognize that their rights and liberties come from God don’t have a problem with telling wicked school board members—those who promote the sexual grooming of young children with inappropriate library books, inappropriate drag queen shows, and inappropriate courses, classes, and teachings—that they’re wrong, that they ought to be fired, and that they’re fueling the exploitation of the youngest and most innocent. They don’t have a problem with telling these people that no, they’re not tolerant and inclusive, but rather evil—because they know God gave them children as a blessing, to raise in the proper way; that teachers and school officials are, at root, public servants; and that parents’ rights trump unions’ agendas.

					Those who are unafraid and unabashed with their embrace of God-given liberties know that government has zero right to slap masks on their faces, inject experimental shots into their arms, strip their abilities to go to work and their children’s abilities to go to school, shut down their churches, shut off their access to public transportation, and tell them to shut up, stay home, and wait for the stimulus check—and, for goodness’ sake, stay off social media if the narrative doesn’t advance the government message du jour. Those who are unafraid and unabashed with their embrace of the God-given know that Anthony Fauci may have a degree in science and know more about viruses; Bill Gates may have a background in computers and know more about programming; and the staff of the Food and Drug Administration, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Department of Health and Human Services may have the experience, the education, and the skill sets that deal with health and medicine and may know more about diseases, ailments, illnesses, and the like—but none of them know freedom like the average American.

			

			And here, in America, freedom should never be squashed for safety and security, especially when there are no guarantees of safety and security.

			God-given: It’s an attitude. It’s a source of strength. It’s a line in the sand that should never be erased.
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			CHAPTER 2

			Anthony Fauci Is Not God and Scientists Frequently Lie

			By now, almost everybody in America has heard of Anthony Fauci—and not because of his kindly demeanor and calm manner of speaking. He was the drunk-with-power doctor who used his platform as Covid-19 czar to seize individual liberties and clamp down controls on an entire population. Why? Because he was enamored with his own intelligence, obsessed with his own wills and desires, driven by a moral righteousness that relied on his own ego for sustenance, and unconstrained by any concerns for accountability. He was an atheist who was handed the reins of government. And that’s a disaster no matter how you slice it.

			Between 1984 and 2022, he served as director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).13 He came to the world of science bureaucracy in 1968, when he joined the NIAID as a clinical associate.14 After a couple of moves through the NIAID ranks, he was appointed its director by none other than Ronald Reagan, then stayed in that role through six more presidents.15

			Fauci—the son of Catholic parents, whose father owned his own pharmacy in Brooklyn, New York—attended Regis High School in Manhattan followed by the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts.16 He was educated in the way of the Jesuits, an order within the Catholic Church, along with the Augustinians, Dominicans, Franciscans, and Benedictines. Jesuits, short for the Society of Jesus, are known for their progressive values and their mission to serve not only the spiritual needs of humanity, but also the physical, educational, charitable, and psychological needs—the whole of the person.17

			That’s a quick backgrounder. But it’s Fauci’s religious beliefs that are most interesting.

			What started as a root of religious upbringing, and ostensibly the belief in God that goes along with that kind of schooling, eventually became Fauci later self-identifying as a “humanist”—which is to say, in basically all respects, an atheist. Then, rather remarkably, years after professing a faith of humanism, which again is to say atheism, he was actually recognized by the Holy Cross for his—get this—personification of Jesuit principles. Think about that for a moment.

			He was an atheist who received kudos by a religious institution for advancing non-religion.

			So, on one hand, there’s this: “The Jesuits are an apostolic religious community called the Society of Jesus. They are grounded in love for Christ and animated by the spiritual vision of their founder, St. Ignatius of Loyola, to help others and seek God in all things. As members of a worldwide society within the Catholic Church, the Jesuits are committed to the service of faith and the promotion of justice,” Georgetown University wrote on its “The Jesuit Mission: Seeking God in All Things” webpage.18

			On the other hand, there’s this: “Dr. Anthony Fauci Named Humanist of the Year”—a headline in Charisma News from 2021.19
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