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  PREFACE




  Imprisoning a compatriot who has won the Nobel Peace Prize on charges of inciting subversion of state power, rather than treating him as the nation’s pride, and censoring the news, so that the public would never know about it — these are the consistent character of the current Chinese government.




  When people say on the internet that Chinese President Xi Jinping resembles Winnie the Pooh, the words “Winnie the Pooh” disappear completely from the information network in China. This is possible because their intelligence police alone has as many as 300,000 members and they constantly keep an eye on the internet. In a communist totalitarian nation that purges political adversaries, the devil’s teaching of “dead men tell no tales” ought to be the first article of their constitution.




  I do not think God will allow such an authoritarian nation to prosper. I want to protect the future of the people in Asia, Oceania, Africa, and Europe as well. As for Japanese people, they will not be able to protect their motherland without equipping faith as their shield. Now is the time.




  Ryuho Okawa


  Founder and CEO of Happy Science Group


  July 23, 2017




  Liu Xiaobo


  (1955 – 2017)





  Chinese human rights activist and writer. Born in Jilin Province, China. He acquired an MA and a PhD in Chinese Literature from Beijing Normal University. The democratization movement began in Beijing while he was in the U.S. as a visiting scholar at Columbia University in 1989. He returned and joined the movement. In June of that year, he organized and conducted a hunger strike during the Tiananmen Square incident and was imprisoned on charges of counter-revolutionary propaganda and incitement. In 2008, he drafted and announced “Charter 08,” which criticized the one-party rule of the Communist Party of China. Due to this, he was sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment on the charge of inciting subversion of state power, back in 2010. In that same year, he received a Nobel Peace Prize while in prison.
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  The Revolution for Freedom that Started at the Tiananmen Square




  
Many things were suppressed under the Cultural Revolution in China




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  Today [July 21, 2017], I would like to attempt to record an openly recorded spiritual message from Mr. Liu Xiaobo, who passed away recently on July 13. He was a Chinese pro-democracy activist as well as a Nobel Peace Prize laureate. Articles about him were sometimes printed in recent newspapers, and they have been on my mind. But since there is not much information, I do not know much about him.




  He and I are of the same generation. He is one year older than me. After graduating from undergrad and graduate school in China, he apparently went to study abroad in places like the U.S. In 1989, he came back after studying in the U.S. and joined the pro-democracy movement before the Tiananmen Square incident.




  From May that year, he went out to Tiananmen Square, participated in the movement as a central figure representing intellectuals, and joined the hunger strike in the square. But on June 4, he was arrested during the Tiananmen Square incident and prosecuted on charges of counterrevolutionary propaganda and incitement. He was then put in prison and removed from the public office register.




  The year 1989 was about three years after Happy Science began its activities, so we were actually active at the same time. Some of you were probably not yet born at that time, or were still little.




  The Tiananmen Square incident is a case that remains unclear. Before the incident, there was the Cultural Revolution [1966 – 1976], which ended in failure.




  In 1949, Mao Zedong succeeded in his revolution and established the People’s Republic of China. After that, he conducted military-first politics and prioritized military development. He also gave agricultural instructions to farmers. However, he failed in boosting Chinese economy, giving rise to a constant flow of people who could not support themselves. So, he was removed from power for a certain period of time. Then, with the Cultural Revolution, he succeeded in a counterattack and returned to power.




  Later, the Gang of Four centered around Jiang Qing, who was one of Mao Zedong’s wives and a former actress, continued the Cultural Revolution based on Mao Zedong ideology. In Japanese terms, it was similar to the Bunsei Reformation [1827 – 1829] that occurred in the Edo period; during that time, everything that was considered to corrupt the people, including kabuki, was purged. Likewise, during the Cultural Revolution, various cultures such as classical Chinese opera were suppressed, and many who were involved in culture and intellectual pursuits were also oppressed.




  I have once heard a story directly from a Chinese woman who had her parents and relatives killed during the Cultural Revolution. She had fled to Japan and was living as a Chinese acupuncturist. According to her, it was a horribly cruel era; relatives were arrested, imprisoned and killed, one after another. Everyone had at least some family member or friend captured and killed. This very Gang of Four, however, was eventually banished and purged, too.




  
The Tiananmen Square incident revealed China’s unchanged, old-fashioned regime




  RYUHO OKAWA:


  Then, Deng Xiaoping came into power. Deng Xiaoping was a physically small man. I believe he went to study abroad in France. He had a sense for economy and adopted capitalism in the Chinese economy while maintaining communism in politics. To avoid committing the same kind of “mistake” that the USSR had made, he adopted the good sides of capitalism or liberalism only in the Chinese economy as he governed the nation under communism.
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