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With The Awakening of The People

to the Voice of the Immortals,

and the Gathering of Eagles

at the Place of our Beginnings

comes the message of The Mountains

which shall be to all people:

Cherokee spirituality

is not just for Cherokees—

It is for

THE CHILDREN OF MOTHER EARTH!





The Cherokee Sacred Calendar




What’s in a name? That which we call a rose

By any other name would smell as sweet…1

[image: image] That is the question posed by Romeo and Juliet, those highborn, star-crossed lovers of so long ago.

“Not so,” according to a great many people of a great many other times and places.

“Your name is everything: the essence of your being; your very heart and soul,” would be the answer given by The People. The People includes all Cherokee people, The Seven Clans—and in its largest sense, could be stretched out to include any or all people everywhere. Cherokees called themselves Aniyunwiya; translated into English this means principal people, most important people, chosen people—in other words “The People.” All other people who claim to be non-Cherokees (strangers, enemies?) were simply referred to as “the other people.”

At the Time of the Discovery of The Cherokees (1540, by DeSoto) we were a matriarchal, matrilineal people, divided into seven clans; the mother and all her children (male and female) belonged to her clan. But not the father; he was not even blood kin; he belonged to the clan of his mother. Sons and daughters were identified by their current name, followed by: whose mother is _____. One might say “I am Galagina (Buck), son of Oganunitsi (Groundhogs’ Mother).” Or “I am Galagina, whose mother is Oganunitsi.” Identification of an individual as daughter/son of the father is a custom with current patriarchal cultures.

A bit of Cherokee humor is: “We know who your mother is; who your father is, is only rumor.” The widespread “old wives’ tale” was that Grandfather Moon was the father of all children. This delightful notion is not to say that we did not know about the birds and the bees; it is comparable to today’s popular concept that the stork brings babies. Surely only the babies believe this. Some say they were borne of a cabbage leaf—personally, I was found on a lily pad.

Back in those days, the name of every newborn child was determined by the Sacred Venus Calendar of Natal Days. The Daykeeper calculated the name and passed this information on to the mother by way of a midwife. The midwife had the responsibility to see that the mother immediately called her child by name and baptized it with her own milk. This rite must be performed immediately. That is of course B.S.2 If a baby dies without a name, it will be lost forever in the ether of the cosmos.

If this sounds like a far-out fancy of The People, it is not. Many cultures of the world have similar beliefs. Some Christians of the past (and even the present) teach that an unbaptized infant goes straight to hell, and is therefore denied burial in sacred ground.

One’s Cherokee name was very sacred and equally secret. When the first U.S. census takers demanded names of Cherokee individuals, they would not reveal their secret names. Most of them had to be threatened with jail terms before they relented. A compromise was finally reached, and it operated like this: a possible English name was suggested; the Cherokee accepted it, and that was what the census taker wrote down. This resulted in a great many later Cherokee names like Boudinot, Bushyhead, Rogers, and Smith. Sometimes, through misunderstanding, a man ended up with his mother’s maiden name. Such names in the native language did not seem strange to the man; only the translator was confounded.

One’s name could be changed, whenever necessary, with proper ceremony. One example of such an occasion is when the Medicine Woman’s diagnosis is that an illness is terminal. As a last resort, the patient is given a new name and the old name dies, while the person with the new name lives on. Other cultures have similar beliefs. An Asian student informed me that her father had such an experience. He was given a limited time to live, but on receiving a new name, he lived to a ripe old age.

When a person dies, the name also dies. It is not to be spoken. To say the name would keep the spirit earthbound, and tempt it to hover over the physical world. It is right (duyugdun) to let a spirit go free, to enter The Way, to pursue its own destiny.

When the name is again given to a living entity, the taboo is lifted.

An essential part of the Cherokee Religion is the belief that every single thing in this world is an Earth-reflection of a Star. This includes not only people and animals but inanimate things such as rivers, stones, trees, and flowers.

The Lord of the Dance is the North Star (Polaris at the present time). Around the Lord of the Dance, The Heavens dance in a never-ending circle. Those who have attended the so-called Cherokee stomp dances know that the Dancers dance in a circle around The Fire. Male and female Dancers alternate all around the circle, with the female Turtle Shakers at the beginning of the line. This turns out to be a corkscrew at the big dances, with the more important persons at the head of the line and the lesser in importance on down the line, with the novices and children dancing at the very tail end—on the outside of the circle and farthest away from The Fire.

In the same manner, the Stars move around the Lord of the Dance.

Not all Cherokee Dances are in a Circle—just most of them, and particularly the Social Dances. The Ant Dance and Booger Dance, for example, follow a somewhat different pattern, but the audience sits in a circle around the performers.

There are Twelve Winds, named Hummingbird, Shrike, Lark, Quail, Sandpiper, Woodpecker, Bat, Shitepoke, Snowbird, Blackbird, Bluebird, and Purple Martin, who dance around the circle. Each Bird is represented by a Star in one of the twelve zodiacal signs along the Ecliptic. The Thirteenth Bird is the Lead Dancer—Woodcock, Agalu´ga ‘Thou Whirlwind’. His Place of Abode is Coma Berenices, the North Galactic Pole of The Universe.

The Little Dipper is an Adze of meteoric iron in the hands of the Lord of the Dance with which he shapes the destiny of Earth.

The constellation Draco is Ukte´na, Dragon, who is guardian of the North Star and Keeper of the Magic Crystal stone.

The Milky Way is Long Man, The River. On Earth he is The River of Life, and in the sky he is The River of Death, or The Path of Souls. Upon death, each Entity travels along the Milky Way and must pass Agise´gwa, the Great Mother Dog, whose Place of Abode is Sirius the dog star. At the end of the Path of Souls, one must pass Wa´hyaya´, the other Great Mother Wolf, whose Place of Abode is Antares. The Soul who cannot propitiate these two Spirits is caught in the backwash of the current’s ebb and flow.

Agise´gwa and Wa´hyaya´ fill the same roles as Anubis and Upuaut, twin Jackal Gods of the Egyptian Otherworld.

All dogs are domesticated wolves. In the very earliest myths, Sirius and Antares were the Wolf Stars. But dogs have been around for so very long that they have replaced wolves in the myths. One of the few bits of information that has been passed on to the general public in this century is that the Milky Way is “Where The Dog Ran.” The Cherokee word for a physical dog has been used. Changes like this occur over the millennia—Sirius is now known as the Dog Star and Antares is the eye of the scorpion. Day Signs of this Calendar were here before dogs.

The Northern Cross is the Tree of Life beside the Milky Way River and perched atop it is the Star Deneb, who is Guwi´sguwi, the Cherokee Heron Spirit Bird, comparable to the Egyptian Phoenix. One myth has it that a beautiful young maiden (the Heron Spirit Bird) fell from the Tree of Life in the Sky Vault, and found no place to land on the Primordial Sea. Turtle came to the surface of the water and gave her a place to land. She nested there and laid her Cosmic Egg, from which came all life on Earth.

The three Stars of the belt of Orion make up Dak´si, Turtle, who carries Turtle Island (North America) on her back. El Nitak, one of these three Stars, is the Cherokee Cosmic Egg, the Place of Emergence of each New World in the never-ending cycle of time.

On down the Milky Way River is Serpens, which is the Cherokee Spirit Serpent, Do´tsi. And:

Rainbow is the tongue

of the Celestial Serpent

flicking off the rain.3

The Big Dipper is combined with four Stars of the constellation Boötes to form the Bear (bowl of the Big Dipper) with the Seven Hunters, Ani´kana´ti, chasing it. These Hunters are the three Stars of the dipper handle: Robin, Chickadee (with a Tusti pot to cook the Bear in), and Buzzard, who means to help eat the meat after it is prepared. Then, in Boötes, there are Pigeon, Blue Jay, Owl (Arcturus), and Sparrow—who of course is the pigtail, and always gets only the crumbs.

Yona the Bear emerges from the Bear’s Den, Usta´galuni (Corona Borealis), in early spring, and the Seven Hunters follow after. This goes on year after year after year, for the Cherokees had hunted Bear as long as they could remember. Bear meat was considered a great delicacy.

The Pleiades are the Seven Boys, Anitsutsa, who would rather dance than eat. They regulate planting and harvesting. The Cherokee New Year is determined by the Pleiades, and also planting time in the spring. These Stars are sometimes referred to as the Four Hundred Boys, but since there are in reality thousands of Stars in this particular cluster, one wonders why “seven” and “four hundred” are the numbers counted. Possibly seven because it stands for “all there is, everywhere”:

These four:

East, North, West, South—

with Spirit High, Earth Low,

and the Center-of-Being, make

Seven!4

The Cherokee myth is that The People came to Earth originally from the Pleiades, specifically Alcyone, the brightest Star in the cluster. Strangely enough, some present-day astronomers have put forth the theory that Alcyone is the center of the universe, but that idea hasn’t caught on generally. When astronomy becomes more advanced, possibly everyone will agree with the Cherokees on this point.

The Pleiad Month in the Cherokee Solar Calendar is November, or more specifically, from October 23 to November 21, the time now given for the astrological sign Scorpio. (The sign changes every two thousand years or so.)

The Ball Game, which was played under the Full Moon, originated as an imitation of celestial motion, with the Ball representing the Moon.

Cherokee Noqui´si Sheena, the Demon Star that winks, is Algol. He is a frustrated lover who keeps sneaking back to Earth to look for his girlfriend.

Venus, The Great Horned Rabbit, is The Twins, one manifestation of the Dual Polarities of life: Morning Star and Evening Star. Other manifestations are The Hero Twins, Reed and Flint; Chaga´see and Chawa´see (Pollux and Castor), the Medicine Men who carried the Redbird Daughter of The Sun back from The Darkening Land in Gunesun´ee, The Wooden Box (Gemini); and The Drum and The Drumstick, brother and sister “Little People.”

Comets, Meteorites, and Novas are called “Fire Panther” because they breathe fire like the Panther, and are Omens of Disaster. A meteoric shower in 1833 was the forerunner of the Cherokee “Trail of Tears” from Tennessee to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

Over and above all is The Goddess, Ghigau “The Red Woman,” The Sun, with Her alter ego, Fire; Her familiar animal, Panther; and Her bird, Dove.

And Her Prince Consort Brother, Grandfather Moon, with his alter ego, The River; his sons, the Two Little Red Men of Thunder; his familiar animal, Wolf; and his bird, Raven.

It was the belief that upon death, an Entity was carried up to the Sky Vault to shine there as a Star. For each person is an Earth-reflection, a Shadow, an Emanation, of a particular Star that holds a permanent place in The Heavens.

Death is equated with The Sun setting in the west; She enters the Otherworld of Night, and remains there until it is time to emerge into the light of another day.

The Cherokee Sacred Calendar is a Venus Calendar of 260 days: 20 individual Day Signs and 13 Numbers (20 × 13 = 260). The Venus year is not the time it takes Venus to orbit the Sun, which is 225 days (or so) if you are on the planet Venus and 584 days if you are on planet Earth. I use the number of days as calculated from Earth, because I don’t know anyone who lives on Venus.

Venus appears as The Morning Star for a little over 260 days and as The Evening Star for a little over 260 days. This is also the approximate gestation time of the human fetus. It is interesting to note here that everything in Nature is “approximately,” “a little over,” or “just less than.” Nothing comes out as a whole number. The time it takes for the Earth to orbit the Sun is 365.24220 days (but that’s an “or so” also).

The Moon takes anywhere from 27 to 30 days to orbit the Earth—depending on whether the time is calculated relative to Earth, the Solar System, or the Stars.

The Cherokee Solar New Year started with the heliacal setting of the Pleiades Star Cluster, but it was celebrated on the first New Moon afterward, which was sometime around November 1. The Pleiades culminates (reaches directly overhead at midnight) around the middle of November, and that was another important date; the Leonid Meteoric Shower around that time each year sets off fireworks to celebrate the New Year.

The heliacal rising of the Pleiades around May 1 each year marked the time for the planting season to begin. And the Green Corn Dance was in late July or early August, depending on when the New Moon was first sighted.

It was the business of the olde-time Cherokee Daykeeper to coordinate the Venus Calendar, the Solar Calendar, and the Lunar Calendar, and to select a fortunate Day for each New Moon Ceremony. They fudged a little sometimes; but since most presentday holidays are being observed on the nearest Friday or Monday, that seems to be the way to go.

The Twenty Day Signs are listed below. The English name of the Sign is followed by the Cherokee name written in English and in the Cherokee alphabet.

TURTLE—Dak´si—[image: image]

WHIRLWIND—Agalu´ga—[image: image]

HEARTH—O´ya—[image: image]

DRAGON—Ukte´na—[image: image]

SERPENT—Do´tsi—[image: image]

TWINS—Takato´ka—[image: image]

DEER—Ahwu´sdi—[image: image]

RABBIT—Noqui´segwa´—[image: image]

THE RIVER—Yun´wi Gunnahi´ta—[image: image]

WOLF—Kana´ti—[image: image]

RACCOON—Kvh´li—[image: image]

RATTLESNAKE TOOTH—Kanu´ga—[image: image]

REED—I´hya—[image: image]

PANTHER—Saho´ni—[image: image]

EAGLE—Uwo´hatli—[image: image]

OWL—U´guku´—[image: image]

HERON—Guwi´sguwi—[image: image]

FLINT—Dawi´sgala—[image: image]

REDBIRD—Totsu´hwa—[image: image]

FLOWER—Gun´tsi—[image: image]

The days move around in a circle that really has no beginning and no end. They maintain exactly the same relationship to each other as indicated in the drawing here, and the circle was usually shown in this position. The top of the circle is the direction East, for Cherokees are always going toward success and happiness—no matter what the actual geographical direction. Time periods were commonly called by the name of the last day in the period, instead of the first day, as is the current custom. Flower here is the last glyph, which is the position of most importance. And the last named includes “all of the above”; Flower represents The Sun and all twenty of these are solar days.

Heron is in the center as well as in the circle of Days, for time-wise we are now in the World of Heron and this particular glyph marks the Center-of-Being.

When the new Sun (World, Eon, Age) appears, the Heron glyph will be replaced by the glyph of the World that is next in line. This will not necessarily be Flint, which always follows Heron in the circle of Days. The line of succession of Worlds is much more complicated than that.

The twenty Days move around the circle Earthwise (counterclockwise) in the direction of and in sync with the rotation of the Earth. This is also the direction of the Ceremonial Dance around The Fire in the center; the Dancers face the anticipated rising Sun whose appearance at dawn marks the end of the dancing and the beginning of the “Going to the Water” ceremony.

One lunar day is thirteen solar days. A lunar month is 28 solar days. A Venus year is 260 solar days. A solar year is 360 solar days (the same as 360 degrees in any circle) plus 5 or 6 solar days until the heliacal setting of the Pleiades. A lunar year is—let me see now—let’s think about that tomorrow!



	
Top—East
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Finding Your Own Natal Day




[image: image] To find your own Natal Day, it is important to remember that the Day Signs follow one another in the same order, no matter how the Thirteen Numbers occur. The Days may be seen as going around in a circle (see p. 11) so when you start anywhere in the circle they keep the same relationship with each other. You count them going around counterclockwise.

You will need the month, day, and year of your birth. The Cherokee Day begins at sunrise (at the place of your birth) so if you were born after midnight and before sunrise, your birthday falls on the previous day. If you were born in the summertime any year from 1919 on, you need to take daylight savings time into consideration when calculating the time of sunrise at your birthplace.

Remember that 1900 was not a leap year, but starting with 1904, every fourth year, including 2000, is a leap year and therefore February has 29 days instead of 28. Now you can use the ephemeris that begins on page 128 to determine your Natal Day. Here is an example of how it works. If you were born May 15, 1961 (after sunrise), find the two dates immediately before and immediately after that date in the ephemeris. Thus:

May 10, 1961, and May 23, 1961

Write those two dates on a sheet of lined paper, with 13 spaces in between, like this:

[image: image]

You can see here that your Natal Day is 6 Rattlesnake Tooth. (Unless you were born between midnight and sunrise on that date—in which case your Natal Day is 5 Raccoon.)

Here is another example. If your birthday is June 21, 1953 (after sunrise):

[image: image]

Here your Natal Day is 7 Deer. If you were born between midnight and sunrise, it will be 6 Twins.

Once you have calculated half a dozen or so Natal Days, you will find it only takes about five minutes—even less if you’re a whiz kid!



The Twenty Day Signs




[image: image]

Provided in this part, for each of the twenty Day Signs, is the English name of the Sign, the Cherokee name written in English, and the Cherokee name using the Cherokee alphabet. This is followed by an outline of the Sign’s seven correspondences: Direction, Symbol, Color, Stone, Element, Flower, and Herb. The main description combines ancient Cherokee teachings with the qualities and attributes of those born under the particular Sign. Each section ends with The Shadow Dance, which provides an overview of the specific challenges facing the Sign.

Refer back to the Contents page to find the page number on which your Day Sign description begins.



TURTLE

[image: image]

DAK´SI

[image: image]

Direction: East—Creative focus at the one-on-one, personal level; solitude; dawn: awakening, birth.

Symbol: Turtle Island

Color: Burgundy—Wine of New Life

Stone: Pearl

Element: Water

Flower: Wine cup (red poppy mallow)

Herb: Groundhog’s forehead (trailing arbutus)




[image: image] The Turtle constellation in the Sky is the Belt of Orion; one of these three Stars is the Cosmic Egg. At the beginning of each new Era, it appears with the rising Sun and heralds the Creation of a new World.

The Old Ones say that once a Star fell from the Sky Vault, down, down, down, through the air toward the churning waters below. Turtle came up from the depths and hung suspended on the surface to provide a landing place.

The Turtle’s back grew and flourished and became Turtle Island—North America; The Star was the Cosmic Egg from which emerged all life on Earth. And so Turtle is equated with Mother Earth—The Cradle of Life.

Creativity is the forte of this Natal Day Sign. It indicates a person who is suspended in time and space, but well centered and somewhat stationary. This person is able to see the dark world of the waters below, through the veil of the psyche of the unconscious, into the mystery of the mind, from which is the beginning of all life.

The Turtle may remain absolutely motionless for long periods of time, and is slow to move even when prodded. Those of this Day Sign are inclined to look before they leap, and especially to think carefully before changing the usual direction. They do not waste time dithering; each action is performed with a full measure of value received for energy expended.

Being so closely associated with the Earth and its bounty, those of this Sign are greatly concerned with material things. They enjoy good food and drink; sometimes it becomes their main interest in life. Some may be expert cooks to the extent of raising wining and dining to a fine art. They may make a profession of gourmet food preparation, as a master chef or television cooking demonstrator. They are very good at service professions—helping, nurturing, and protecting others. Turtle types are natural leaders, sometimes founders of nonprofit service organizations.

Turtle does not take orders well, and therefore is more successful at the head of a small company, rather than as an employee of a large corporation. Farmer, soldier, tradesman, insurance agent, are good positions for this type.

They are very successful in working out their own ideas, but dismal failures in cooperative endeavors. Yet they are very nurturing, not only to their fellow man, but to all fellow creatures.

This Sign is a perfect example of inertia: at rest until moved to action—or moving along in the same old rut until some external agent forces a change. This is typically Cherokeean behavior; there is a verb suffix in our language that means: “… came for the purpose of doing this, am now doing the same, and will continue to do so until something happens to stop it.”

Honest, reliable, efficient. Bold and passively obstinate. A positive personality. Turtles demonstrate “true grit,” with the physical and mental power to stand up for their own convictions. Strong as the Rock of Gibraltar and equally unmovable. A mound of solid ground in the swirling whirlpool of the modern world.

They are likely to acquire wealth and hold on to it; very security-conscious, careful always to have a roof overhead and an extra string to their bow; not given to taking chances—gamblers who only bet on a sure thing; physical and financial “fat cats.”

Those of this Sign have a great need for privacy. They don’t like to be pushed and shoved or crowded. They’re more likely to be introverted than extroverted. If annoyed, they withdraw into their shells. When nagged, they are likely to clam up completely.

They have strong intuition. In addition to maternal instinct, some appear to be psychic. They are attracted to the contemplative and oracular, and to science fact or fiction. When they follow their own hunches, they are very likely to be successful. Possibly living proof that genius is 10 percent inspiration and 90 percent perspiration. For when they have the proper incentive, they can truly move mountains.

The tough shell is to protect their tender inner feelings from what they see as a cold, cruel world. They need their own private place to retire to when the outside pressure builds up. Otherwise they may become a cocklebur—and then others give them their space, even in the middle of a crowd.

Turtle is a manifestation of the feminine principle of the Universe, which is the peaceful, agricultural, small-village lifestyle. At the Cherokee “stomp dances” only the women wear terrapin-shell rattles on their legs and are called Turtle Shakers. Around The Fire (also feminine) in the center, they alternate in line with the men dancers and move in a circle, counter-sunwise. They stomp their feet against the Earth, producing a very satisfactory sound.

Turtle (or terrapin) shells are used by Medicine Women and Men for mixing and storing the herbal medicines used in curing ceremonies.

Turtle Signs are sometimes confused with the lotus-eaters who dream life away and never accomplish anything at all. Not so. In the fable of the Tortoise and the Hare, it was not the flashy, overconfident bragging of the Hare, but the slow-moving, diligent, single-minded, bulldog tenacity of the Turtle that won the race.

Turtle is the Sign of Universal Unity. It is the “e pluribus unum—from all, one” of the seal of the United States. It is the source, the beginning, the Creation. In the Circle of Life it follows The End, and therefore is also the embodiment of Re-Creation, or Everlasting Life.

THE SHADOW DANCE

There is a Power that rules the Universe; it affects everyone, whether they believe it or not. If you are on your knees in the abyss of endless night, faith in this Power enables you to stand straight up and walk straight forward—when all around it is so dark you can’t see a thing. Loss of Faith is catastrophic.

There is a tendency for those of this Sign to be overprotective and overbearing, which leads to a power struggle.

True, it is more blessed to give than to receive (more fun, too), but Turtle types are sometimes too proud to accept help of any kind. If you give to others something that is not good enough for yourself, you have given nothing. Learn to receive graciously. And to state clearly what you want or need.

There is a difference between meditation and daydreaming. Impatience, laziness, and procrastination can sneak up on you.



WHIRLWIND

[image: image]

AGALU´GA

[image: image]

Direction: North—An inquiring mind; learning, training, teaching.

Symbol: A spiral double helix in rising smoke

Color: Blue smoke (sage burning)

Stone: Tigereye (comes alive as it moves)

Element: Air

Flower: Daisy

Herb: Sage (fresh, dried, burning)




[image: image] In the Sky, the Lord of the Dance is the North Star, around which The Heavens whirl and dance in a never-ending circle. The Twelve Winds are Birds (Dancers), each represented by a Star in one of the zodiac signs along the path of The Sun. “Thou Whirlwind” (or Woodcock) is the Thirteenth Bird, Agalu’ga, the Lead Dancer. His Place of Abode is Coma Berenices, the North Galactic Pole of the Universe. The Stars reflect the Whirligig of Life.

Wind is the Breath of The Universe, the channel of communication between Earth and Heaven. It carries Sacred Smoke up to The Great Spirit and opens the way to Universal Consciousness.

Whirlwind moves back and forth, around and about, picking up at one place, dropping off at another—the CWW (Cosmic-Wide Web) networking system.

In rhythm with the pulse of Mother Nature:

BREATHE IN—the Cosmos pushes in.

BREATHE OUT—the Cosmos pulls out.

Breathe out, breathe in—give and receive the Essence of The Universe.

Life begins with the first breath and ends with the last.

So the person of this Day Sign is a channel of communication, one who gathers information and circulates it.

Those of this Sign are aware of the passing panorama of life. They are mentally alert, very observant, reaching out and grasping whatever comes within the scope of their horizon. They add the spice of imagination to this fund of basic information, stirring with a big stick.

These persons are also blown about like the wind, unpredictable as the weather. They can be as swift and destructive as the tornado that cuts a swath across the prairie, making a clean sweep as with a broom, right down to ground level. Only cellar and cistern are spared. And so it is with the Whirlwind personality: reaching far and wide in breadth but not in depth.

This Sign moves in honesty and truth, as guileless and spontaneous as the wind. It is the draft of air that brings on colds and fever, then turns about and cools the fevered brow.

A breeze can be gentle and caressing, soft as a baby’s breath, the whisper of a sigh, the promise of a lazy day in summer. Such is the versatility of this Sign—multifaceted as a diamond, and equally brilliant.

Wind fans embers into flame, and flames into a blazing inferno. Air is the life and breath of fire; without it the fire goes out. So the Wind Sign works through others:

It bends the tree to its will;

Its touch is the brush of a willow withe;

Its voice is the roar of thunder—

or the vibration of a guitar string;

Through the flute it sings of love and longing;

It carries the scent of roses.

Of itself, Wind is invisible—odorless, colorless, soundless. All these wonders are manifest through symbiosis with others. Which explains why these persons are more often a power behind the throne than a “King of the Mountain.”

This Sign might be termed the “Silver-Tongued One.” More than likely their speech is very individualistic. Their charisma depends on not only what they say but on how they say it. This is true both in the role of speaker and as a conversationalist. Both are attention-getting. This also spills over into writing, and any other form of self-expression.

Careers that appeal to those of this Sign are those that require communication skills: law, teaching, consulting, announcing, public relations, and advertising, to name a few. For these alert, expansive, freewheeling, flexible personalities have a multitude of irons in a great many fires.

Their left hand always knows what the right hand is doing, but is much too clever to blurt out any inside information. Most persons born under this Sign seem to grasp the common denominator to a great many activities, and can juggle any number of projects without dropping any. A kaleidoscope of activity that dazzles and intrigues.

A fascinating personality, open-minded, imaginative, artistic, and most obviously eclectic. Romantic and hopelessly idealistic. Fashion-conscious, but so enamored with variety that there is usually more mix than match.

Some people respond more actively to what they hear, some to what they see, and a few respond equally to both. Whirlwind people are visually accented. It’s not that they don’t hear well; it’s only that they see even better. Physical exercise and mental exercise are both important, but not in a gymnasium. Taking long walks and hiking over hill and dale are the most appealing. The sight of buds unfurling in springtime and of leaves turning crimson in autumn trigger the imagination. A beautiful sunrise opening up a brand-new day, and a blazing sunset bringing it to a close, are equally moving.

A clump of fern fronds at the creek bank may conceal the entrance to the water monster’s secret hideaway. The rocky outcrop on that hillside is sure to hold the cave of the Little People. These People can see Those People—or at least sense their presence.

These are Those who listen to Rocks and hug Trees.

Whirlwind is the Symphony of the Sacred Tree of Life, whose roots are at the North Pole, and whose trunk is the umbilical cord that connects Earth with Heaven at the North Star. From that celestial focus, the branches reach out to embrace infinity.

The unbridled bird knows freedom by soaring on the updraft.

THE SHADOW DANCE

Wind should not be a tempest-in-a-teapot type—but a full-blown twister in both physical and emotional force. The multiplicity of choices could lead to indecision and therefore failure to do anything at all. Move with the currents to take advantage of what is being offered; do not let it all pass you by. Reach out and grasp opportunities, but do not grab and hold on like a greedy child. Do not crush the fragile wings of a butterfly in heavy-handed attempts to possess it.

This Sign is likely to get on a high horse and ride off in all seven directions, following a will-o’-the-wisp, chasing a rainbow, jousting with windmills, in a quest for the impossible dream. The search for perfection leads to overload, uncertainty, self-doubt, confusion of the mind—all of which tends to drown out the small voice of reason.

Listen to the wind—it will tell you true!



HEARTH

[image: image]

O´YA

[image: image]

Direction: West—Accent on feelings, emotions, and relationships; on personal matters of security.

Symbol: Fire in a pit in the Center

Color: Velvet black

Stone: Garnet

Element: Earth

Flower: Indian blanket

Herb: Wild ginger (heartleaf)




[image: image] The Sky sign is a triangle in the constellation Orion. Its base is El Nitak (the lowest Star in Orion’s Belt); and the two corners are Saiph and Rigel. The M42 nebula in the center of the triangle is the fire in the Hearth. During a world destruction by Fire, The People hid in caves under the earth—went to live with The Ant People. The Hearth was where they built a fire in the center for heat and light.

There was always a Hearth in the early log cabins; at the center of the seven-sided Council House; there is always a Fire in the Center of the Dance Ring. The Hothouse (Osi’) is little more than a nest of fired stones in the middle of a small enclosed mound. Fire is symbolically the Center of the Cherokee Sacred Circle, the First of the Seven Directions, the Center-of-Being to which all other directions are relative. The Cherokee Sacred Circle is comparable to the Medicine Wheel of the Plains Indians.

This Sign carries the feeling of a drumbeat in an enclosed structure, echoing back and forth from one side to the other; the pulse of a great heart beating from the very bowels of the Earth: a powerful, uncontrollable force as of earthquake, volcano, tornado, or tsunami, hidden away from the eyes of humans. It represents that phase of the Sun as it passes through the “down-under” nether regions—the Dark Side of the Sun.

Hearth is the roots of the Tree of Life—the Caldera of the True Believer, a beacon to the weary traveler. This is a person who, in the all-enveloping nothingness of night, remembers that light and life are not dead; they have only gone away for a little while. That the Sun sets in the west only to rise again in the east at the appointed hour. Everything is right there where it should be, even though it is invisible.

Hearth is The Torchbearer who holds the light and warmth that defeat Darkness. This Day Sign has the intuition to explore the labyrinthine meanderings of the mind, and probe the buried treasures of the subconscious.

A homebody, first and foremost—one who builds a house upon a rock and anchors a life on a firm foundation. A centered person with a strong territorial instinct, who draws specific boundary lines—mental, physical, and emotional. But strangely enough, this does not result in the panic of claustrophobia; this rigid seclusion gives the comfortable feeling that intruders are being fenced out rather than that they themselves are being fenced in.

This is not the Sign of a globe-trotter or of one who lives out of a suitcase or in an RV. This is a Sign whose origins are in the heart of the mountain, who never particularly cared what was on the other side.

Hearth persons have subtle ways of exerting power. They are careful to avoid the appearance of running the show; they take the attitude that their way is not just the best way, it is the only way. This is an asset for a teacher, a CEO, a leader, a healer; it is a liability in one-on-one relationships.

Hearth Signs are never afraid of hard work; they labor patiently and incessantly on long-term projects. They are very organized; once they start on a path, they look neither to the right nor to the left, but proceed in the decided direction with no thought to the need for any change. Brilliant, but not very flexible. They are inclined to stay with tried-and-true methods long after they have wrung all the life out of the old way. This very stubbornness is instrumental in bringing others around to their way of thinking. These people not only love history and tradition—they make it.
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