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      PREFACE

      IT was not until I had made a second visit to India that I was able to obtain the clue to the central idea that could unify all my numerous thoughts upon the subject of Esoteric Astrology. In one of the Holy Places, I met a sage whose mind and my own were in complete harmony. I had only to express a few ideas to this marvellous Pundit, 
and he would run through the whole sequence of my thought and in a few words link those ideas into a consecutive whole to achieve which I had laboured many years. At one of our meetings he spoke but a few words, but with them he conveyed to my mind ideas which illuminated my thoughts to such an extent that I instantly saw light to which I had been formerly blind. On one occasion we rode many miles in an old gharry 
to visit an ancient Temple, and while he chanted his sacred hymns continuously, my mind was filled with beautiful thoughts suggesting the very questions a sage alone could answer.

      In collecting the ideas that have filled my mind for many years, and even—so I have been given to understand—for many lives, and in setting them forth in this volume, I am actuated by the primary motive of expressing what I believe to be the true Astrology for the new Era that is now dawning upon the world. I have no wish to force these ideas upon the exoteric school of astrologers, they may accept them or reject them as they wish ; but I can at least point to a large body of students, and some sincere colleagues, who are attracted more by this than by any other form of Astrology.

      To many, the ideas put forth in this book will come as a revelation concerning the laws which guide the evolution of the world ; infallible laws which work incessantly for the ultimate good of humanity. The theories expressed are not imaginary, they are capable of demonstration to all who apply themselves thoughtfully to the methods required to obtain first-hand 
knowledge.

      The experiences are unique that led up to my association with this subject, which I have studied continuously for a quarter of a century, and they have resulted in investigations made quite independently of the opinions or influence of others.

      Born of Puritan parents, strict in moral and religious principles, and brought up to believe that if not chosen for eternal bliss the only alternative was everlasting torment, it was natural that the problems of a life that seemed so complex to a youthful mind should engage my deep and earnest attention. Many years of anxious striving to understand why I had been born into this world without apparently having asked to come, and many visits to religious teachers of all types, brought the conviction that either the religious teachings regarding heaven and hell were false, or that the God I had heard about was unjust ; and as I could not believe that which I did not understand or know to be true, I concluded that I must be one of the lost souls. My dear good mother, a devout Christian, converted at the age of 11, who had made it the habit of her life to pray for two hours each morning on waking, besought God that I might be saved; but her prayers did not succeed in commending to me her peculiar way of thinking and believing ; and years afterwards, in the darkest hours of my life, the light of Wisdom came through Astrology.

      At 9 years of age, while standing upon the heights of Edinburgh Castle and looking over Carlton Hill, I had an internal vision which liberated my soul from a bondage that had hitherto held it. At 17 I was present at a discussion between my mother and a gentleman of the same religion who had just returned from India, in which the theory of reincarnation was mentioned. I told my mother that it was the most reasonable hypothesis I had yet heard ; and after thinking about it I formed the opinion that our souls were connected with the stars.

      Until the age of 25 I worked in the slums of London, and there found myself face to face with some of the deepest problems of human life ; my experiences at that time amongst the poorest and most degraded of human creatures would supply sufficiently interesting facts to fill the pages of this book. The sights that I daily witnessed, together with the realisation of the hopelessness of the condition and environment into which thousands of my fellow-creatures were being born, set me thinking continually on the terrible inequalities of the human race, together with other problems of life, and I sought for the solution in every possible way. At that time I suffered greatly, for with the faculty of benevolence largely developed, together with ideality, the utter want of refinement, combined with the sufferings of those about me, made life a hideous nightmare. At last I discovered that in the science of Astrology light could be thrown upon these problems, but not without blending it with the theory of Reincarnation, for hitherto Astrology had lacked this complete explanation of the inequalities of human life. From 17 to 25 Astrology seemed to satisfy my disturbed mind, and from 25 to 28 Astrology and Reincarnation together were splendid working hypotheses ; but in the midst of a great upheaval of my social life, for which Astrology and Reincarnation alone did not account, I was introduced to a body of teachings concerning the law of Karma.

      I then began an exhaustive examination of the horoscopes of all persons whose times of birth I could rely upon, mainly children, and without mentioning the results to anyone, collected sufficient facts to establish beyond all question the permanent value of Esoteric Astrology; which may be said to be the study of natural Astrology, or 
astrologia sana, plus the eastern teachings concerning Reincarnation and Karma.

      For many years after the publication of The Astrologer's Magazine, now 
Modern Astrology, my investigations were silently continued, and these ideas embodied in my 
books, writings and practice ; with the result that on my recent visit to India I was enabled finally to learn from unquestionable sources that these teachings were part of the ancient mysteries of Astrology. To-day my whole belief in the science of the stars stands or falls with Karma and Reincarnation, and I have no hesitation in saying that without these ancient teachings, Natal Astrology has no permanent value. The law which gives to one soul a nativity of good environment in which refinement, opportunity, and sound moral training are uppermost; and to another poverty, disease, and immoral training, is manifestly unjust, to say the least, apart from its being without any apparent purpose.

      It is of course true that Astrology may be studied in any of its branches without entertaining the ideas of Reincarnation or Karma, just as the physical body of a man may be studied without regard to his soul or spirit; but the deeper students of human nature know that physiology acquires a profounder meaning by the addition of psychology.
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      INTRODUCTION

      IT will hereafter be proved, I know not when or where, that the human soul stands even in 
this life in indissoluble connection with all immaterial natures in the spirit world, that it reciprocally acts upon these and receives impressions from them.

      KANT, Träume 
eines Geistersehers.

      TO everything existing there are two sides, 
the spiritual and the material, the essential and the formal. We are living in a world of duality through which something subtle and undefinable is continually passing and flowing, as an essence or principle behind all things that have this dual manifestation.

      This may be fittingly illustrated by the contrast of Day and Night, sub-divided again by Sunrise and Sunset, Noon and Midnight, when the conditions of the earth are completely changed and reversed. The only external factor here is the rotation of the earth upon her own axis before the face of the Sun. But what is it that causes the rotation, and the changing influence of Sunrise and Sunset ?

      Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter, are four distinct seasons of one year, produced by the annual revolution of the earth round the Sun. Infancy, youth, maturity, and old age are correspondences resulting from birth, growth, decay and death. But why the Birth and the Death?

      A million exoteric facts will not suffice to answer these questions, for they are concerned with our esoteric enquiry into that subtle, indefinable something which is the essence and cause of all manifestation. There is always a higher and a lower, a finer and coarser aspect of the same substance, an abstract and a concrete, a past cause and a future effect of everything in nature; and there are two corresponding points of view by which it may be studied and known.

      With these ideas before us we may safely assume Astrology to have its dual expression, or what may be termed its esoteric and exoteric points of view.

      Esoteric Astrology deals with the abstract cause, the philosophy and the inner or more subtle point of view; whilst Exoteric Astrology is content with the effect, the practice, and the concrete or 
outer expression, preferring the more tangible and evident to the speculative and theoretical.

      To those who hold extreme views on this subject, the esoteric side on the one hand, or the exoteric on the other, is the only side worthy of attention; but to those who are broad-minded and free from bias, both sides are of equal value. It is merely a question of temperament as to which has the preference, and the wise know that one side of a story is always good until the other is told.

      We may define Esoteric Astrology as that side of the subject which views all stellar phenomena from the standpoint of unity; whilst Exoteric Astrology begins its study from the side of diversity and separateness, The Esoteric Astrologer looks upon the whole expression of life as proceeding from one central and primal source, and therefore seeks to understand the subject from the point of view of the One flowing forth into the many. In the solar system the Sun is the centre of all and the starting point of his philosophy, for to him all things come forth from the Sun; and it is the solar life in which all things live and move and have their being. Coming forth from this centre are the life currents which pass through the material organisms of every living thing on earth. This life descends and ascends, through each of the seven planets, and is transformed in the process for the use of evolving entities, and adapted to the stage they have reached in the scale of evolution; the seven planets being either directly or indirectly connected with the seven principal substances in the human body.

      Man, as we know him, is composed of the great elements Fire, Air, Water, Earth and Ether. At the head of each of these is a living conscious entity of which the vital force and consciousness flowing through the element is an emanation.

      In the course of these Chapters we shall deal with these forces and substances from an esoteric standpoint by elaborating and extending the ideas that are associated with them in exoteric studies; for although these elements have been known to astrologers for many centuries, their esoteric meaning has never been fully revealed, and yet it is upon the seven primary divisions of the zodiac into Fire, Air, Earth, Water, Cardinal, Mutable and Fixed signs, that the real meaning of every horoscope is fundamentally based. We shall take up these signs and the planets, but before doing so, an endeavour must be made to get a deeper insight into 
as Tennyson truly wrote of the expression of grief at the loss of a loved one.

      
        FIRST PRINCIPLES

        When we attempt to explore the noumenal worlds that underlie the outer realms of phenomena as the spiritual underlies, or rather precedes, the material, we have no choice but to use the language and terms of the physical world. Every writer who has sought to do this has realised the limitations and drawbacks that beset the subject; for there is always difficulty and even danger in trying to express in every-day language thoughts and ideas that in themselves transcend the material and commonplace. The life of the subtler realms becomes disguised and 
misunderstood when embodied in concrete forms, and the writer or speaker on these subjects often realises, with something of a shock, that he has managed to convey quite an erroneous idea to the enquirer. For this result neither the one nor the other is wholly to blame, nor does it avail to complain of the inadequacy of the language. When we deal with great and far-reaching ideas or with very abstract thoughts and feelings, there always seems to be something that refuses to the last to be expressed completely in any language at our disposal, and that can only be learned and realised by actual personal experience.

        The emotion of love in a perfect friendship cannot be fully explained by the most eloquent words or completely expressed by the most perfectly proportioned features and actions, even though these are mutually reciprocal and moved by a spontaneous and harmonious impulsion. No matter how perfect it may be, something indefinable is lost in the expression.

        "For words, like nature, half reveal

        And half conceal the soul within."

              We realise the thoughts and feelings of another only to the extent that we have had similar experiences ourselves, and if these are in any way lacking, our realisation and appreciation of the subject will also be lacking in an equal degree. We understand only in so far as we have experienced, even when the matter refers only to this physical world; and still more is this the case when the reference is to inner planes of being that do not appeal to any of the five senses.

        Bearing these facts in mind, the sages of all times have stated that it is unwise to speculate upon the unknowable; for to know THAT would mean our becoming one with It, and then our silence would be complete.

        In the deeper philosophy, and in the majority of religions, there has always been postulated the ONE absolute and supreme First Cause, arising out of that unknowable suchness which is the rootless root from which all things have arisen.

        This One and Supreme cause of all is the God of very God, the unnameable Being and substance from which all the mighty Intelligences of the whole universe have come forth. Living and moving in the vast ocean of Being and substance, of which The Absolute is both centre and circumference, are millions of universes, and solar systems. These are units having a Sun, or Solar Logos, at the centre; the Sun being the physical and outward glory of the Spiritual Intelligence, or supreme consciousness, whose whole Being is the Solar system with its planets and mighty centres of consciousness seen and unseen by physical sight.

        To aid our thought let us think of the Sun or Solar Logos as the visible expression of the God of our Universe, and the planetary bodies as the vehicles or mansions of His ministering Angels, each world or globe living and moving in His life and vast sphere of influence.

        Our globe, the Earth, is also a unit, having its place in the great universe of life, and also having its ruling Spirit, known to 
some as the Spirit of the Earth, and to others as the Lord of the world. Around the earth is the great sea of Ether, a subtle substance in which are floating myriads of finer particles of matter, forming a vast sphere of which the earth is the centre. This substance is the earth's aura, and in it is reflected everything concerning the earth and its evolution.

        This aura and the signs of the zodiac are very closely related, and out of it come the various modes of motion, known to the Hindu Astrologer as the tattvas.

        From the point of view of one who studies the star lore of Astrology on its inner or esoteric side, the zodiac as a limiting circle of the Earth's aura is the field and storehouse of all that was, is, and is to be. It is the battlefield of Arjuna, the playground of the Logos, and the stage upon which the great drama of life is enacted; and those who would penetrate into its mysteries must lift the veil of Isis.

        The planets are the principal actors or players whose movements upon the vast stage determine the theme of the orchestra, the changing colours of the robes, and the ordered march of those cast to play their allotted parts.

        There is but one Author of the play and His mighty will and thought breathe life into the persons of the drama who are grouped and moved by His imperial imagination; while the purpose of the whole and the end of the play are known beforehand to none save those who have regained that cosmic consciousness which the rest have lost.

        To produce the divine comedy of universal life, God sends forth from Himself certain spiritual embodiments of power, love and 
wisdom. The planetary Spirits or Intelligences who carry out His will are manifestations of His consciousness, and their glorious life and activity transcend even the expanded consciousness of super-man.

        These limitations or centres in the cosmic life produce certain vibratory energies known as planetary influence, each vibration vitalising and animating one definite department and kingdom in nature over which the planetary Spirit presides; but each also having a 
sub-influence in the other departments and kingdoms.

      

      
        THE GUNAS

        There is but One material substance in the universe, primordial or root matter. Into this the One Life, pulsating in three waves, sends forth its three fundamental modes of 
motion, Stability, Flexibility and Harmony; and these are manifested to our senses as rotary, translatory and vibratory motion. The extremes or excessive action in our bodies of stability or resistance, and flexibility or non-resistance, produce pain, but their balance or harmony causes pleasure.

        These three great modifications of matter known for ages to the Hindu philosophers as the three Gunas, Tamas, Rajas and Sattva, are equivalent to the three qualities of zodiacal signs Fixed, Cardinal and Mutable. By combination these three are again modified so as to produce seven kinds of energy, seven modes of motion or vibration which express themselves in the matter or form side of the universe.

        From the point of view of Astrology these are the seven primary abstract divisions of the signs of the zodiac which we know as the three quadruplicities of Cardinal, Fixed and Mutable, and the four triplicities of Fire, Earth, Air and Water.

      

      
        THE TATTVAS

        The Hindu astrologers of ancient times synthesised these four triplicities into a fifth which comprised the essence both of the four and the three. This represents the highest Ether, the most rarified form of matter, 
known as the Akasha tattva. It is potentially triple, and therefore includes the quadruplicities as well as the triplicities. The other four tattvas corresponding to the four triplicities are Agni, Prithivi, Vayu and Apas 
respectively; and according to the ancient astrologers and sages :— "The Universe proceeds from the tattvas; it goes into the tattvas; it vanishes into the tattvas."l

        Over each of these "tattvas," which we may consider as either modes of motion or modifications of matter or qualities of certain signs of the zodiac, a Lord is presiding who is directly connected with the planetary sphere of influence. They give the measure of consciousness and the type and direction of the vibration in matter, known as the "tanmatra."

      

      
        THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC

        Thus each sign of the zodiac represents firstly a particular state of matter, secondly a characteristic mode of motion, and thirdly a coordinated type of consciousness or Self. These three, the matter, the motion and the consciousness, correspond and agree. They are correlated with the fundamental classification of Self, Not-Self, and the Relation between them. The creative life proceeds from the Self and runs through the other two, and upon this fact all the laws of Astrology are based; the Planetary Spirits or Intelligences, through their numerous angels or agents showing the various states of consciousness, and the signs in their many combinations exhibiting the forms of matter in motion in which consciousness is working.

        It therefore follows from this that a change in consciousness produces a change in form, and vice versa.

        Over the whole zodiac, or the Akasha, Indra is Lord. He is the King of all the Devas or Shining Ones. These beings shape the combinations of elements, and guide the vibrations that play through the various conditions of matter corresponding to the divisions of the zodiac into minute portions such as degrees and fractions of a degree.

        Over the Airy triplicity of signs Vayu stands as Lord of Air. Agni, Lord of Fire, rules over the Fiery triplicity. Varuna is Lord of Water and the Watery triplicity; and finally Kshiti or Kubera is Lord of Earth. The hosts of the lower devas, angels, and elementals were anciently known as Sylphs, Salamanders, Undines and Gnomes; the knowledge of these spirits of nature has faded out in our time, however, and with it the deeper wisdom connected with Astrology.

        Now in the study of Esoteric Astrology which it is proposed to unfold in the following chapters, we shall deal with the matters mentioned in this introduction with a view to making the teachings on the subject more clearly understood, and to this end the following three principal ideas should always be borne in mind:

        1. There is but One Life within the Universe—The Supreme Life of God, streaming through the Sun.

        2. This life is expressed in various ideal states of consciousness, through the planetary spheres of influence, and :—

        3. The force and matter of the universe are expressed in innumerable modifications through the various groups and divisions of the signs of the zodiac, which represent the Ether, or inner planes of matter, and are reflected downward into our material universe.

        To impress these ideas on the minds of students they will be repeated in various forms in the following chapters, which, although each is more or less complete in itself and may be read apart from the rest of the book, have as far as possible been arranged so as to follow in a definite sequence.

      

    

  
    
      ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY
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        FIRST PART

      

    

  
    
      CHAPTER I

      ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLOGY

      MAN is a spiritual Intelligence, who has taken flesh with the object of 
gaining experience in worlds below the spiritual, in order that he may be able to master and to rule them, and in later ages take his place in the creative and directing Hierarchies of the universe.

      
        The Riddle of Life.
      

      ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY is chiefly concerned with the science of human nature, and seeks to explain, through its unique symbolism, the realities or fundamental principles governing humanity under the rule of the heavenly bodies.

      The ordinary symbols used to describe the signs of the zodiac, the planets, 
and their relationships, have served to preserve this inner meaning safely 
through the dark ages of materialism out of which the human race is just emerging. So far as the planets are concerned, these symbols are built up of the circle, the semi-circle, and the cross, either alone or in various modes of combination.

      The circle, taken quite alone, signifies the incomprehensible unity that underlies all manifestation. If applied to the whole vast universe, it stands for the Absolute, God unmanifested, 
the source of all, equally present in all things, in matter as much as in 
spirit, in so-called evil as well as in good. If applied to our solar system, it 
stands for the One Life which underlies and includes all forms of manifestation within the system, which existed before the first atom of the solar system was formed, and which will continue to exist after all things have disappeared. Because it is absolute unity, 
without distinction of parts, neither self nor not-self, it transcends our comprehension, and cannot be classed in terms of any form of consciousness familiar to us. It has no limits either in space or time, and enters into no relations; and because of this, the One Life cannot be said, logically, to have any symbol; for even the empty circle suggests limitation, because of its circumference, and is therefore strictly speaking inappropriate. 
The human mind however always demands symbols in which to sum up and express great conceptions by one convenient synthesis, and, in the symbolism of geometrical form, the circle is less open to objection than any other. In terms of the 
symbolism of numbers, this will be number Nought; in that of light and colour, it 
will be Darkness; and in that of sound and music, it will be Silence. As a factor in astrological symbology, the circle is taken to represent Spirit in general, abstract and unindividualised, 
which gains self-consciousness through limitation and combination.

      When a point is placed in the centre of the circle, something is coming into existence out of the depths of the incomprehensible No-thing; Light is beginning to shine forth out of the darkness; Sound is arising within the silence; Being is coming forth from Non-being; number One, the relative unity of all things manifested, is 
making its appearance. As applied to the total universe, this stands for God manifest, or 
with attributes, universal in manifestation but comprehensible to those who can unite their consciousness 
with His. As applied to our solar system, it signifies the Solar Logos, the one 
supreme God of the system. There is no form of life within the whole Solar 
system that is not His life, and no form of consciousness that is not an aspect 
of His consciousness; He created the whole system from His own being in the beginning, and he will destroy it in the end by reabsorbing it into Himself. The solar system, taken as one whole, may be considered as 
His body, and the planets as definite centres or organs within that body, each utilising 
and manifesting a different type of vitality and of consciousness, of which the Sun is the heart and—for those who dwell on this globe—the earth is the head. Although omnipresent, 
His life and power are more 
especially manifested through the Sun, which great luminary this symbol 
represents astrologically. Cosmic vital force comes down to the Sun from higher planes of being, the so-called fourth dimension of space, and is sent forth thence to every globe within the system, flowing through the ether like blood through the human body, or like prāṇa along the nerves, keeping every globe in touch with every other and with the Sun.

      When the circle is divided into two halves by a diameter, it signifies that abstract spirit is manifesting the two polarities of spirit-matter, not separated into two extremes of spirit on the one hand, and matter on the other, but held together in one, a duality with unity underlying it. In terms of consciousness, it may be described as Self-Not-self, giving the possibilities both of consciousness, or the world within, and matter, or the world without. It signifies therefore, a state of duality, a mean 
between two extremes, combining two states and not belonging exclusively to either; and in this way it is employed as the symbol of the Soul, regarded as intermediate between Spirit above and Body below. When written in this form, a circle divided by a diameter in the same way as in the Greek letter Theta, the symbol in Astrology represents the horizon; but taken in the form of the semi-circle, it signifies the Moon in its dual phases of light and dark, waxing and waning; the representative of the personal soul with its varying moods, which can rise up to and become one with the spiritual consciousness above, or can descend and be bound to body below. New Moon, the conjunction of Moon and Sun, symbolises the union of soul and spirit, personality and individuality, whether taking place after death in the spiritual world, or during life in the trance of the body. Full Moon, the opposition of the two luminaries, represents the personality illuminated by the Sun, or spirit, and throwing its borrowed light upon the earth, physical consciousness.

      When the second diameter divides the first at right angles, the cross is formed within the circle. This is a familiar symbol of very wide application both in Astrology and elsewhere. It gives the ground plan of 
the ordinary horoscope, showing the horizontal line of the horizon, running from the ascendant on the east to the descendant on the west, and the vertical line of the meridian from zenith to nadir. It implies complete manifestation and incessant activity ; for it cannot be formed until Self and Not-self have each become polarised, active and passive, positive and negative, each acting upon the other, and each reacted upon by the other. This action and reaction between the two has various consequences and implications. Firstly, it sub-divides the two halves into four quarters ; secondly, it implies unceasing activity, for if the action and reaction were to stop, the quadrants would disappear and nothing would be left but the two semi-circles of the previous symbol ; the quadrants only existing so long as activity continues. Thirdly, it implies a current of influence passing round the circle, following the direction of the action and reaction, and setting the circle itself spinning round on its axis just as does the earth.

      This is usually represented by the familiar symbol of the Svastika, a cross that is supposed to be whirling round rapidly and leaving a trail behind from the end of each of the four arms. These small end-pieces are usually drawn as short straight lines at right angles to the arms ; but this is obviously incorrect, for if the cross were really set spinning it would describe a circle, and the trail would be circular, the end pieces being small arcs of a circle, not straight lines. In fact, this symbol is the same as the last, the cross within the circle, but portions of the circumference of the circle have been omitted. Its application is very extensive. It may signify the whirling motion of atoms, both as vortices in ether and as spiral currents round a central axis ; and, on a greater scale, it represents the axial rotation of the earth, closely analogous to that of an atom. It indicates the spiral movement of electricity round a magnetic axis ; the serpentine motion of the fiery electric life power, called Kundalini ; and the whirling of the chakrams or force-centres in the etheric counterpart of the physical body. It stands for one of these centres in particular which is described as follows:

      "The first centre, at the base of the spine, so arranges its undulations as to give the effect of its being divided into quadrants, with hollows between them. This makes it seem as though marked with 
the sign of the cross, and for that reason the cross is often used to symbolise this centre, and sometimes a flaming cross is used to indicate the serpent-fire which resides 
in it."

      Theosophist, Vol. XXXI., page 1077

      When a wheel, while turning round, advances in the line of its axis it describes not a circle but a spiral. In all these cases the Svastika indicates some sort of spirally moving force working in matter, moulding matter and setting it in motion, from the globe down to the atom. In man, this cross stands for Body, as distinguished from the circle, Spirit, and the semi-circle, Soul.

      Astronomically the cross within the circle is used as the symbol of the earth, for which it is obviously very appropriate. When the circle is omitted, and nothing but the equal-armed cross is left, the spiritual origin of the symbol is, in a sense, forgotten or left unexpressed, and only force working in matter is suggested.

      When the Svastika is depicted as rotating from right to left, it stands for the direction of revolution of the earth in its orbit round the Sun, and also for its direction of axial rotation. When represented as turning from left to right, it indicates the apparent direction of motion of the Sun, Moon, and planets in their rising and setting, as seen from the earth.

      
        THE SYMBOLS OF THE PLANETS

        From these three glyphs of circle, semi-circle, and cross the symbols of the astrological planets may be derived as follows.

        
[image: image] SUN. Unity. Life or Consciousness. The individual self. 
Spirit.

        
[image: image] MOON. Duality, relationship. The formative principle. The personal self. Sold.

        
[image: image] EARTH. Differentiation. Activity in matter. The material self. Body.

        
[image: image] VENUS. The spiritual self or individuality, risen above matter.

        
[image: image] MARS. Matter dominating spirit. Spirit working through material activities.

        
[image: image] JUPITER. The soul expanding beyond matter, but retaining the material form.

        
[image: image] SATURN. The concrete soul, limited by material conditions.

        
[image: image] MERCURY. The cross below signifies astral consciousness, desire ; the circle in the middle, mental consciousness ; the semi-circle above indicates that evolution has been pushed beyond the mental and is reflecting downwards light received from a still higher plane, 
the buddhic, which dominates all. This symbol may also be interpreted as the caduceus of Hermes, two serpents intertwined round a central rod, referring to the fiery power, 
kundalini, full control of which makes the practical magician.

        
[image: image] URANUS. Individualised self-consciousness.

        
[image: image] NEPTUNE. Personal self-consciousness.

        Esoteric Astrology, however, is not only a symbolical interpretation of human nature, it is also a philosophy, by which the inner laws of nature are clearly explained, and the system in which we live is brought nearer to one's understanding.

        The Sun is more than a symbol of spirit, it is the actual focus or centre of the life of our Solar system, the heart of the Solar Logos, and the planets are the vehicles, or bodies, of His spiritual messengers, each the centre of a great spiritual Hierarchy. Every department of nature is ruled or governed by one of the great planetary spirits, Saturn having rule over the mineral kingdom, Jupiter and the Moon over the vegetable world, and Mars over the animal and animal-man, each carrying out the Will of the supreme intelligence.

        These planetary spirits are Rays from the one Great Light, and stand at the head of their own department in the universe and govern the main principles as well as the minutest details of life. Every race and sub-race, every nation and colony of that nation as well as every religion, with its sub-divisions, is influenced by one of these mighty Intelligences. They know the Will of God and seek to co-operate with that Will in guiding the destinies of the world.

        Esoteric Astrology teaches the Immanence of God, and seeks to discover through the positions of the heavenly bodies the changes in Nature we know as the laws of God. It recognises the important part these divine Intelligences must play in the destiny of Man, for they are his celestial prototypes, and therefore the nearer he approaches to a union with his Father in Heaven (his real star), the nearer is he to salvation or individualised consciousness ; and the farther he recedes 
from it, the more dangerously fateful and inharmonious his life becomes. Herein lies the main difference between Esoteric and Exoteric Astrology, the former is concerned with man's actions within and with the power to harmonise himself with nature's laws, and the latter with man's impulses prompted by the attractions that are without; for Esoteric Astrology shows the possibilities, latent within all mankind, of unification with the divine will, or as stated by the ancient astrologers "The wise man rules his stars, the fool obeys them."

        The author of the Secret Doctrine has expressed these ideas in beautiful language when she says :

        "Yes, our destiny is written in the stars' : Only the closer the union between the mortal reflection Man and his celestial Prototype, the 
less dangerous his external conditions and subsequent reincarnations. There are 
external and internal conditions which affect the determination of our Will upon our actions, and though man cannot escape his ruling Destiny, he 
has choice of two paths, and it is in his power to follow either. Those who believe in Karma have to believe in destiny, which 
from birth to death man is weaving round himself as a spider weaves his web ; and this destiny is guided either by the 
heavenly voice of the invisible prototype, or by our intimate astral or inner man who is but too often our evil genius."

        In this work a serious attempt will be made to convey some ideas of the influence of the Planetary Spirits, and Zodiacal Signs upon mankind, and an effort will be made to show how closely related all manifested things are to the Sun, Moon, and planets through their connecting link, the signs of the zodiac. It must however be clearly understood at the beginning that it is not the physical planets themselves that affect man-kind, but the supreme Intelligences who use the planetary bodies as their physical vehicles so to speak.

        Each planetary body has a sphere of influence peculiarly its own, and each commingles its special influence with that of all the others. In colour language this is best expressed by saying that the white light of the Sun is changed on passing through the planetary sphere into the colour of that particular planet, the indigo, violet, and blue of Venus, Moon, and Jupiter, having their reflection in the yellow, orange, and red of Mercury, Sun, and Mars, balanced by the green of Saturn, the middle note and colour. Man's body, soul, and spirit, absorb these colours by a mental process which changes the pure and original colour which he inherits by physical, psychic, and spiritual heredity, into a coarser or lighter shade according to his choice of thoughts, feelings and actions. All of which we hope to explain in succeeding chapters.

      

    

  
    
      CHAPTER II

      OCCULT ASTRONOMY

      THE whole essence of truth cannot be described by any pen, not even that of the recording angel, unless man finds its response in the sanctuary of his own heart, in the innermost depths of his divine intuition.

      Secret Doctrine.

      ASTROLOGERS speak of planetary influence with a degree of confidence that is rather trying at times to those who do not approach the subject along mystical or occult lines of study, but who are more familiar with the methods of concrete science on the one hand or those of ordinary practical utility on the other. Ultimately, when our 
knowledge of the subject is complete, all these methods of regarding Astrology will be found to blend in one. The man of action will find it of practical value to him in every-day life ; the student will realise that it is a science as definite as any other, and one that forms a chapter in a very grand and far-reaching scheme of philosophy ; while the mystic will discover that its religious value is transcendent and sublime, for it belongs to one of 
the seven methods of approach towards spiritual things.

      At the present day, however, we are only at the alphabet of the science, so many are the chapters pet to be learned ; and it is not always easy to explain the undiscovered in terms of the familiar, to map out heaven as if it were a London suburb.

      The "wireless telegraphy" by means of which the heavenly bodies influence man may be regarded from various points of view : as a system of vibrations, each of its 
kind and each conveying some peculiar type of energy capable of producing its effect upon us; as a method whereby the specialised vitality of one planet is radiated forth to all the others, to be utilised by them and by their inhabitants according to their ability to receive it ; and as a scheme by which the type of consciousness evolving in connection with each heavenly body sends forth to all the others within the solar system its will-power, its thought, and its feeling to be utilised by all, in return for that which it receives from them.

      Whichever view be taken, any influence that reaches us and our earth does so only through the zodiac, which modifies and adapts all that passes through it. The primary and unmodified form of planetary energy we never experience, but only that blended and compounded kind which results from its adaptation to the special conditions of the zodiacal signs and the earth's aura. For instance, we never receive the influence of, say, Jupiter alone, for it is always intermixed with that of the zodiacal sign in which it is placed in any given horoscope. In fact, the 
complexity is greater even than this, because, as every astrologer knows, aspects from other planets exert a powerful modifying effect upon any heavenly body. Jupiter in opposition to Saturn is by no means the same as Jupiter in trine to Mars ; the events that it causes and the type of character it reveals are quite different in the two cases ; and seeing that a planet is often in aspect with half a dozen others in a horoscope, and that each one of them is modified by the sign through which its influence is transmitted-to the earth, the resulting complexity is greater than is generally realised or than some students would be willing to admit. The nearest approach to simplicity is when 
the planet is free from aspects, which is rarely the case ; and yet even here 
complete simplicity or what may be called atomic isolation is not achieved.

      The results of these blendings of influences seem to be more analogous to chemical compounds than to simple mixtures. Water is formed of the chemical combination of Hydrogen and Oxygen gases, but water possesses properties that are not shown by either of its constituents when taken alone. Or, again, 
we may use the analogy of musical harmony. When two notes, C and G, are sounded together, we hear something more than the sound of C added to the sound of G ; we hear also that special kind of harmony characteristic of the musical interval called a fifth ; and it is easy to see that if a man had never heard musical notes except in combination, his estimate of the value of any single note taken alone might be very inaccurate.

      This, however, is the position occupied by every astrologer; he never experiences the influence of a planet except in combination with that of a sign. This is certainly the cause of many of the mistakes that have been made in the attribution of powers and characteristics to signs and to planets. Each student approaches the subject from the point of view primarily of his own horoscope with its special intricacies and complexities, and secondarily from that of a few horoscopes of persons whom he knows well ; and thus we have the spectacle of investigators holding quite different opinions on some subjects. One will take Neptune as a malefic, another as a benefic. One regards Saturn as the type of the priest, and another as that of the statesman.1 One finds Libra to be a sign of isolation and independence, and another that it implies union and mutual dependence. These and other divergent opinions are actually held and expressed at the present day.

      In much the same way a person who is beginning to see clairvoyantly perceives the auric colours of others only through the modifying hues of his own, and is liable to attribute characteristics to them that really belong to himself or that have been altered by being seen through the special colours surrounding himself.

      In practice the astrologer tries to overcome the difficulty by extending his 
experience and taking an average of a large number of observations. It is true 
that Mars rising in Aries will not give the same type of personality as Mars 
rising in Taurus, and both these will differ somewhat from the same planet 
rising in Gemini ; but at any rate Mars enters into each of these combinations, and if it is possible to abstract him from the influence of the successive signs, the type due to the planet will remain and will be the same in each case. The clairvoyant occultist tells us that illusions existing on one plane cannot be perfectly overcome until the consciousness can rise to a higher plane and view the lower from there; that the endless complexities and intricacies of the astral plane, for instance, can only be seen in their true proportions by means of vision pertaining to the next plane beyond ; and that the truth about the personality, its formation, dissolution, and career in the various worlds to which it belongs, cannot be understood completely until consciousness can rise above personality altogether. Similarly, the influence of Jupiter can never be perceived clearly by an astrologer who is subject to the disturbing and distorting conditions inevitable to one who lives on this earth. Even the earth itself is not seen in the right relation to its companion globes until the limitations of earth and what may be called the earth's personality are transcended. The zodiac cannot be understood until a degree of consciousness has been evolved that enables the circle of necessity to be explored from above and beyond it. The chain of globes in connection with which we evolve, and of which our earth is one, are not seen truly until a degree of evolution is attained sufficient to carry the soul beyond that plane to which the highest of them belongs, when they will be viewed in their right relations and the real function of each understood.

      It may be taken as a broad general principle that any higher plane or world represents a relative unity when compared with that which is next below it, which is a relative multiplicity. To understand is to gather together scattered fragments of sense or relatively isolated ideas and to discover that which they have in common, the unity underlying them all. The unity represents the higher plane or world or point of view and the multiplicity the lower. The last word of the 
mysteries of our solar system, whether from the point of view of the astrologer or of any other, cannot be understood until the final unity of the system is reached in consciousness ; and that is the reason for the insistence on the mystical view of things and on metaphysics as the means of supplementing ant1 unifying what would otherwise be scattered and uncoordinated laws and experiences. Science is its own justification for existence and needs no defence, but it cannot reach completion until the soul has learned how to step across the threshold of 
the outer phenomenal world into the inner world that transcends it.

      One consciousness, one life, one energy permeates the whole solar system, namely that of the great Being who formed it in the beginning and who still sustains it, the Solar Logos. Every form of energy flowing through the matter of the various planes of the system is derived directly from Him 
; His vitality radiated forth from the Sun animates the bodies of all living beings ; and every mode of consciousness, whether human or otherwise, originates in Him. He is the underlying unity that transcends and synthesises the vast multiplicity of the whole system, whether in terms of consciousness, of force, or of matter.

      Any unit, whether material or spiritual, during manifestation as a separate existence, must necessarily exhibit three aspects. Firstly, it acts upon its surroundings, is positive to them, effects changes within them ; secondly, it is acted upon by them, is negative to them, becomes responsive to them in terms of stimuli received from without; and thirdly, it co-ordinates and balances these two aspects in a neutral mean between the two extremes. 
Similarly the Solar Logos during manifestation shows the three aspects or "Persons" of the divine Trinity, called the three Logoi. Coming forth into manifestation from out of the unknown darkness beyond, 
He is a transcendent unity, but exhibits three aspects during the life of the Solar system. The Third Logos moulds the matter of the future system, shapes it into atoms, of which there are seven types fitted to act as vehicles for seven different 
kinds of consciousness, and arranged in seven great planes of which the physical is the lowest. The keynote here is separation or creation. The Second Logos evolves vehicles, bodies, of various grades animated by life and moved by consciousness ; and the keynote here is harmony, balance, the drawing together of scattered atoms and separated lives. Finally, the First Logos evolves the Self within the vehicles, bestows that kind of self-consciousness which, beginning in separation and isolation within its own vehicles, ends by realising 
the actual unity of all. The three quadruplicities of zodiacal signs illustrate by a very far off analogy these three sublime modes in which He manifests everywhere; the Movable or Rajasic signs corresponding to the Third Logos, the Common or Sattvic to the Second Logos, and the Fixed or Tamasic to the First Logos.

      We must not make the mistake of supposing that these signs really are the three Logoi, for this cannot be said either of signs or of planets ; but because the divine energy, life and consciousness are universally 
diffused through matter on every plane, it is legitimate to look for the underlying 
reality amid the superficial diversity.

      
        THE SOLAR SYSTEM

        The solar system as a whole may be looked upon as a body of the Logos. Every plane of it, from the lowest physical to the highest spiritual, is energised and animated 
by this life and consciousness, just as is the human body by the human life and 
consciousness. The properties of matter on every plane are planned and evolved by 
Him in His aspect of the Third Logos; the life of every plane and Kingdom, including the invisible elemental life, is derived directly from Him as Second Logos ; and every form of self-consciousness originates in Him as First Logos.

        From Him as the one Father of all are sent forth Seven great Beings, called Archangels or Planetary Logoi, inferior only to Himself, but superior to all other beings within the solar system. Each presides over one-seventh part of the whole system, and is the supreme head of one of the seven schemes of evolution. These seven Beings are the
real "Seven Rulers," and not the globes that are often referred to on the physical plane. They are mighty spiritual intelligences who derive their energy, life and consciousness from the great central One Life of all, the Solar Logos, each manifesting a different 
mode of it according to the kind of work they have to do, the type of evolution over which they have to preside.

        Each of the seven planetary Logoi has within his charge thousands of millions of souls at all stages of development, some still in the elemental, mineral, vegetable, or animal stage ; some human such as ourselves ; and others far beyond the human. They are the primary source, under the Solar Logos, of the seven Principles of man, working through the lesser twelve Creative Orders represented by the spiritual (as distinct from the physical) signs of the zodiac ; and collectively they represent the septenary Word. They are the real Creators of the septenary universe, and they work in accordance with the design outlined by the wisdom of the tri-une Solar Logos, whose seven creative rays, powers, or centres they really are; and to one or other of the seven every soul on earth belongs, spiritually.

        Existing themselves in high spiritual regions, they superintend the formation and evolution of every globe visible and invisible within the solar 
system. Within each of their seven domains are multitudes of lesser Intelligences, obeying their will, building up planes, globes, and the various 
kingdoms of nature, supplying the intelligence that underlies the so-called Laws 
of Nature, and guiding the streams of influence passing from every planet to 
every other. Various names have been given to these subordinate hosts who work 
in the administration of nature's laws ; they have been termed gods, angels, and 
elementals or nature spirits, according to their stage of evolution and the 
plane or state in which they are working. At one time, when the gods walked with men, they were known and their function in nature fully understood; but now they are no longer recognised and they are forgotten for the most part save by the few who know the part they play in the workings of nature.

      

      
        THE PLANETARY CHAINS

        Each Planetary Logos presides over a distinct scheme of evolution, which is carried on upon seven different globes existing upon the three lower planes of the solar system, as in 
the accompanying illustration. (DIAGRAM I., overleaf.)

        Such a group of seven globes is called a Chain, and there are seven such chains within the solar 
system, to one or other of which every visible planet belongs. In the case of our earth, globes A and G exist on the Mental plane, and globes B and F on the Astral Plane ; and these four are therefore invisible to ordinary physical sight. But globe C is the planet 
Mars, globe D is our earth, and globe F is the planet Mercury ; so that three 
out of the seven are visible physical planets, and the other four are invisible.2

        
[image: image]

        There is only one other septenary Chain that also has three physical planets, namely the Neptune Chain ; for there are two physical planets existing beyond Neptune that belong to his Chain. And this fact shows that the evolutions represented by the earth and Neptune are, spiritually, both at the same stage of evolution, namely the fourth stage or manvan tara, because only at this stage are there three physical planets in one Chain. The first and seventh incarnations of any Chain have no planet lower than the mental ; in the second and sixth the lowest planet of the Chain is astral; in the third and fifth one is physical; in the fourth three are physical.

        The seven planetary Logoi are represented on the physical plane by the planets Vulcan, Venus, the Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. Each of these is globe D in a septenary Chain; so that although the Earth and Neptune are at the same evolutionary stage, they belong to quite different types. The Sun, the eighth, is the great Father of the seven Fathers ; for each of these seven Planetary Logoi is the "Father in Heaven" of those souls who belong to His type of spiritual evolution.

        Our Solar System is one organic living conscious Whole, and there are millions of such systems, some smaller, some enormously larger, within the total universe. It receives one particular type of life and consciousness through the Solar Logos, who is in conscious union with the vaster universe beyond, receiving life from it and returning life to it, just as each 
planet sends forth and takes back within the system. This life received from outside may be compared to a ray of white light, one and uniform in itself but immediately decomposed into three fundamental bases of colour corresponding to the three aspects or Persons of the Solar Logos, and then analysed into the seven colours of the spectrum, corresponding to the seven Planetary Logoi, each of whom receives from the Solar Logos a different type of life and of consciousness resulting from this decomposition and analysis.

      

      
        THE SEVEN PLANES

        Starting afresh at this stage, we see in imagination each Planetary Logos receiving a special type of life and consciousness, and utilising it for the purposes of the kind of evolution carried on upon the Chain of globes over which he presides. For instance, the Planetary Logos of our earth Chain has his own special "colouring" ; and the ray which he receives is again split into seven sub-rays, one of which belongs to each of the seven globes in the Chain. At our present stage of 
knowledge it would seem that each such globe is itself animated by a Being called the Spirit of the globe, whose body the globe appears to be, and who receives and adapts to the type of evolution carried on there the sub-ray which is transmitted to him through the Planetary Logos.3 Just as the Solar Logos sends forth seven sub-rays to the seven Planetary Spirits of his Chain, so there is a general correspondence between rays and sub-rays according to the septenary 
scale. What the seven globes are to the Chain as a whole, that the seven Chains are to the Solar system as a whole ; but what is the precise order of correspondence we have not yet sufficient information to enable us to decide.

        The solar system is one organic whole, and in a subordinate sense each Chain of seven globes is also an organic whole. Each whole is composed of parts, but these are 
mutually interdependent. In the case of a Chain, a circulation of physical and other forces and of vitality is constantly going on between the seven globes, although the point of greatest activity is centred sometimes upon one globe and sometimes upon another, according to the stage of evolution reached. So that the seven globes of a Chain are more closely associated with each other, more dependent upon each other for the interchange of vital and conscious influences, than are the various physical planets. This is a department of occult astrology of which practically nothing is known as yet; but in some mysterious way the position and conditions of the seven physical planets previously mentioned are a clue to the conditions and influences of the seven Chains.

        With regard to the seven planes of which the solar system is composed, a similar sub-division and correspondence is found. The Physical plane is the lowest, the Astral plane is the next, the Mental follows the astral, then comes the intuitional plane, then the Atmic or spiritual, then the Anupadaka and the Adi, or super-spiritual planes ; each higher plane being more ethereal, subtler, and greater in extent than the one below it. Upon the lower three planes, as we have previously seen, all the seven globes of the earth Chain are situated. Each plane is divided into seven sub-planes, which are to the plane as a whole what the seven planes are to the solar system as a whole, and the sub-planes of any plane correspond in order to the seven planes. In what follows it is necessary carefully to distinguish between statements applying to planes and those applying to sub-planes.

        On the physical plane, the lowest four sub-divisions are solids, liquids, gases, and ethers ; which answer to what are called earth, water, fire, and air. These four enter into the composition of each physical planet, and are specialised in some way in doing so, for atoms are said to vary their combining proportions on every planet. The three higher sub-planes of the physical, which are sometimes referred to as the higher ethers, but which also bear the names of super-etheric, sub-atomic, and atomic, the latter being the highest, are not specialised in this way but are common to the whole solar system and are the channels through which various forms of energy and vitality are transmitted from one planet to another, including astrological influence in so far as this is physical.
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