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  On February 18, 1952, 24-year-old Arnold Schuster was riding the New York City subway. Something about the man standing near him looked familiar. When the man saw Schuster watching him, he looked down. Soon, Schuster realized that the man looked like Willie Sutton. Sutton was a famous bank robber—and one of the criminals on the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list. Schuster had seen Sutton’s picture on a poster in his father’s clothing store, where he worked. Knowing that Sutton liked to dress well, the FBI had distributed his picture to clothing stores. The FBI hoped that store workers would be on the lookout for the bank robber.
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  When clothing salesman Arnold Schuster saw Willie “The Actor” Sutton in a New York City subway, he recognized him as the criminal pictured on this Wanted poster. Sutton had a reputation as a dangerous, gun-toting bank robber with a flair for wearing disguises and expensive suits. His capture caused a sensation in the press and turned Schuster into an instant celebrity—and a marked man.




  A Triumph for the FBI




  The FBI’s hopes were realized. As the events of the next few hours played out, it was clear that putting Willie Sutton on the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list led directly to his arrest.




  When the man got off the subway, Schuster followed him. The man walked to his car and found that it would not start. While the man was trying to start his car, Schuster tracked down two police officers and told them that he thought he had seen Willie Sutton. He said, “I know you’re going to think I’m crazy . . . But I just saw Willie Sutton. He’s right around the corner fixing a car.”




  The officers approached the man and checked his identification, which said his name was Charles Gordon. They let the man go. Back at the station, they told Detective Louis Weiner about how they thought they were about to catch Willie Sutton. Weiner wanted to question the man himself. The detective and the two officers brought the man back to the station to check his identification further. At first, the man acted innocent. Soon, however, he knew he was caught. The man admitted he was Willie Sutton and gave himself up.




  Catching Sutton was a great victory for the police. They got one of the most notorious bank robbers in U.S. history off the streets. It was also a triumph for the FBI. By putting Sutton on the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list, the FBI let people know what Sutton looked like and that he was on the loose. With this knowledge, ordinary citizens—such as Arnold Schuster—have been able to play a crucial role in helping law enforcement agencies catch dangerous criminals. The spotting and arrest of Willie Sutton was a perfect example of how the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list is intended to work.
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  Law enforcement officials examine the body of Arnold Schuster on March 8, 1952. Less than a month after his tip had helped authorities capture Willie Sutton, Schuster was gunned down on a street near his home in Brooklyn, New York. It was not believed that Sutton had anything to do with Schuster’s gangland-style death, and it was eventually tied to a mobster who reportedly saw Schuster being interviewed on TV and decided to order him killed as a “squealer.” The murder sparked an extensive manhunt. Although no arrests were made, the names of citizens who tell the FBI and police where to find fugitives are now usually kept secret.




  “Willie the Actor”




  Willie Sutton was a hard criminal to catch, which is why the FBI needed Schuster’s information. Sutton was also known as “Willie the Actor.” The nickname came from a trick he used to commit bank robberies. In his autobiography, I, Willie Sutton, the criminal described an idea that occurred to him while he was thinking about a failed robbery:




  

    . . . I was walking along Broadway when I saw an armored truck stop in front of a business establishment after closing hours. Two of the uniformed guards approached the door, rang the bell, and were admitted. In a few moments they marched from the store, climbed into their truck and drove off. . . . I doubted very much if the clerk who admitted them to the store looked at their faces. He saw the uniforms and waved them in. The right uniform was an open sesame . . . that would unlock any door. That afternoon “Willie the Actor” was born.


  




  Over and over, Sutton used disguises to help him get into the banks and other businesses that he robbed. He dressed up as a mailman, a telegram messenger, and a police officer. After being locked up in Philadelphia County Prison, in Homesburg, Pennsylvania, Sutton even dressed up as a prison guard in order to escape from jail.




  Between the late 1920s and 1952, Willie Sutton committed more than 100 robberies, stealing loot worth more than $2 million. The first two times he was caught, Sutton broke out of jail. With his long record of robberies and jailbreaks—and his reputation for carrying a gun during robberies—Sutton earned a reputation as a dangerous criminal. He was the 11th fugitive ever to be added to the Ten Most Wanted list.
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    LONGEST AND SHORTEST TIME ON THE LIST




    When the FBI lists a criminal on the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list, officials have no idea how long it will take for the criminal to be caught. Billie Austin Bryant (right) had the shortest stay on the list—only two hours. Bryant was placed on the list on January 8, 1969. That day, he robbed a bank in Maryland and murdered two out of the three FBI agents who tracked him down after the robbery. Bryant fled the scene and hid in the attic of a nearby apartment building. When the man who lived in the apartment under the attic heard strange noises above him, he called the police. Bryant, it turned out, had accidentally trapped himself in the attic. With nowhere to run, he surrendered to the police.




    As of 2009, Donald Eugene Webb has had the longest stay on the Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list. He was on the list from May 4, 1981, to March 31, 2007—almost 26 years. Webb was wanted for beating and murdering Gregory Patrick Adams, a Pennsylvania police chief, on December 4, 1980. Webb has not been seen since that day. In 2007, Webb was removed from the list to make room for other wanted fugitives. Authorities suspect that he may have died a long time ago. He is shown at right in photos from his Wanted poster—one taken in 1979 and the other an “age enhanced” image.



OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
By Alan Wachtel





OEBPS/Images/4-1.jpg
WANTED BY THE FBI—l

i*
L

3
1
’

. o
b

i
¥
"

{r]

f

[(
i

i

i
Iy

)

i

i
;;2,.

N e R e e R )
At S s wa Sva o e






OEBPS/Images/6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4.jpg
Ai—ﬁm
Fu
giti
the Lzﬁs »





OEBPS/Images/8.jpg





