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This book is dedicated to all the past, present, and future goaltenders of the New York Rangers, and to all of us who wished we could have joined their ranks even for just the pregame warmup.


FOREWORD BY
STAN FISCHLER

About Goalies and Me

Goalies have captured my attention since I was a little guy.

The year was 1939. I was nine years old and had seen my first hockey game at the old Madison Square Garden, no relation to the current “World’s Most Famous Arena.”

In those days, The Garden was situated on Manhattan’s Eighth Avenue between 49th and 50th Street. You could get all the hockey you ever wanted from that MSG.

We had two National Hockey League teams then—the Rangers and New York Americans—as well as the New York Rovers and four Metropolitan League teams.

On a typical winter Sunday, you could catch the Met League game at 1:30, followed by the Rovers playing in the Eastern Amateur Hockey League at 3:30.

If that wasn’t enough puck-watching, there was the Ranger—or Amerks—game at 8:30; which meant you had enough time to down spaghetti and meatballs for half a buck at Buitoni’s down Eighth Avenue.

My love of goaltending first paid off handsomely the day after my first game at the Garden. I was attending P.S. 54 in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, and was asked by my third-grade teacher, Mrs. Gould, to pick a subject for the traditional “Show and Tell” exercise.

Since I remembered how much the goaltenders had fascinated me the day before, I got before the class and demonstrated a kick save, a catch with the big goalie mitt, and a few other action episodes in the crease.

For my efforts, Mrs. Gould gave me an “A” and that endeared me to her—and hockey—for life.

Not surprisingly, goalies became a fascinating subject for me through the years—especially those who played for the Rangers.

At the start, there was Davey Kerr who helped the Blueshirts to their third Stanley Cup and Earl Robertson followed by Charlie Rayner guarding the Amerks’ twines.

Wartime hockey was tough on every NHL team but especially the Rangers, who lost Sugar Jim Henry to the armed forces after he paced the Blueshirts to first place in the 1941–42 campaign.

During the war years, we were treated to the likes of Steve Buzinski, Ken “Tubby” McAuley, Doug Stevenson, and others who tasted a cup of coffee and then disappeared into the Goalie Netherland.

After the war—and the beloved Amerks had disappeared—“Bonnie Prince Charlie” Rayner took over and he became one of the most beloved Blueshirts of all time. Chuck couldn’t bring the Rangers a Cup in 1950, but came within a save of doing so.

I knew and loved Charlie and was able to get close to him since I then had become vice-president of the Rangers Fan Club. In his last season, Rayner mentored young Lorne Worsley who would win the Calder Trophy and then have the distinction of being demoted to the minors.

Don’t ask me why; I still don’t know.

Johnny “China Wall” Bower followed and posted a 2.60 goals-against average; that the Rangers just missed a playoff berth was not his fault. Trouble was, he, too, got the hook when Worsley returned.

That was in 1954–55, the season I went to work for the Rangers in publicity en route to a lifetime watching hockey without having to purchase a ticket.

We had Worsley—now known all over the hockey world as “Gump” because he resembled comic book character Andy Gump (from The Gumps)—and what a character he turned out to be.

Gump’s problem was his coach, Phil Watson—a very dislikable character behind the bench or not—since they never could stand each other’s presence.

Watson eventually brought up fellow French-Canadian Marcel Paille who impressed me two ways:

1.Despite his many moves in the crease, not one hair on his head ever moved;

2.The ultimate standup goalie, Paille considered it sinful to ever drop to the ice to make a save.

I saw them all—Mike Richter, a personal favorite since he visited my ailing son, Simon, in the hospital while he was awaiting a new heart via transplant—but loved one more than any other.

Before joining the Rangers Fan Club, I had been a Maple Leafs fan and when they won the Stanley Cup in 1951, Al Rollins shared the champagne—and the Vezina Trophy—with Turk Broda.

I was nuts about Rollins. I remembered him as a Rangers farmhand with the Rovers when everyone called him “Allie,” and I was tickled when he was signed by the Blueshirts during the 1959–60 season when he was thirty-three.

A friend of mine and I took Rollins to dinner and we just had a whale of a time talking hockey left and right. Al had looked good even at that advanced age.

Then something strange happened. Uncle Sam won a gold medal at Squaw Valley with Jack McCartan in goal. Next thing I knew the Rangers signed him to a contract and that was the end of my buddy Rollins’s career in New York.

As you must have figured by now, I could go on and on about Rangers netminders right up to the King himself, Henrik Lundqvist.

But if that had happened, I’d be writing this book and not my buddy George.

I’d better stop now and point you in the direction of the chap who put his heart, soul, mind, and computer into this most worthy contribution to hockey—and Rangers and goaltending—history.

P.S. I thought I’d let you know in passing that I liked them better without a mask!

—Stan Fischler, 2018, Kibbutz El Rom, Israel


Preface

Rangers fans have always loved their goaltenders and, throughout their history, the club has been blessed with some of the very best in the game. Through the first nine-plus decades of their existence, eighty-eight men from Canada, the United States, and six European countries have toiled between the pipes for the Blueshirts. They all shared the same responsibility, yet each brought their own style, personality, character, and idiosyncrasies to the position and provided unique memories for those of us watching them.

This book profiles each one of these brave “Guardians of the Goal” in chronological order, as well as providing an overview of their era and the general managers and coaches they played for. This link between the goalies and team management is important because both need the other to succeed. A coach and GM cannot win without a competent goaltender, and the poor guy in net will not have a chance if he is the last line of defense behind a non-competitive, disorganized team. It also helps to explain why many of these netminders achieved fame and glory before or after they passed through the Rangers’ crease during what might have been a rough patch in franchise history.

Guardians of the Goal highlights the careers of eight “franchise goaltenders”: Davey Kerr, Chuck Rayner, Gump Worsley, Ed Giacomin, John Davidson, John Vanbiesbrouck, Mike Richter, and Henrik Lundqvist, who were each uniquely identified with the Rangers and set the standard for those that followed.

The book also looks at the practice and emergency goaltenders who bravely and often anonymously served the team during the early decades, as well as the many rule changes that have affected goalies. We also look at the young netminders who are in the Rangers’ pipeline and evaluate their chances of moving up to the big stage of Madison Square Garden.

Regardless of whether they were a franchise goalie, a flash in the pan, or an emergency fill-in, each of these “Lone Rangers,” or as Steve Baker once called them, “The few, the proud, and the very busy,” have one thing in common: They all tried their best to keep that little one-inch by three-inch piece of frozen, vulcanized rubber out of the gaping twenty-four-square-foot chasm behind them. Some were more successful than others but, as you will see, although they may occasionally “steal” a game, in most cases a goaltender is only as good as the team in front of him.


Introduction

“Goalies should have hard skulls, quick hands and the skin of a rhinoceros. The hard skulls and quick hands will take care of the flying pucks while the thick skin will defy the slings and arrows of critical coaches and customers.”

—Lorne “Gump” Worsley

Goaltending is a thankless profession. The men in the nets rarely get credit for a win but are very often blamed for a loss. It’s also a very stressful and dangerous position. Hall of Famer Glenn Hall, who was known to become physically ill before every game, once said, “Our first priority was staying alive. Our second was stopping the puck.”

Over the years, many very good goaltenders have had to either retire or take a season off in the prime of their careers due to what was once called “nervous exhaustion.” Part of that stress was because they were sitting ducks in a shooting gallery. With shots coming at them at speeds of more than 100 miles per hour and early equipment providing minimal protection, severe injuries were quite common. But today, with better protection, goaltenders might not dread injury as much as their predecessors. However, there is still the fear of allowing a goal that changes the outcome of a game, letting down their teammates, or hearing about it from the crowd. As Jacques Plante once complained, “How would you like it in your job if every time you made a small mistake, a red light went on over your desk and 15,000 people stood up and yelled at you?”

Rangers goaltenders have historically faced a lot of pressure, as well as a lot of shots (due to the fact that for many years the Blueshirts just weren’t a very competitive team). The franchise got off to a great start, winning a Stanley Cup in only their second season and adding two more in the next twelve years. But then came World War II, when Lester Patrick’s poor decisions put the franchise in a hole which took years to dig out of. Those years included a long stretch in which it seemed that team management was not truly committed to winning or to acquiring the kind of players that could take the team to the next level; that of being competitive every season instead of just once or twice every decade. In fact, during a twenty-five-year span, from 1942 to 1967, when there were only six teams in the league and four of them made the playoffs, the Rangers still only managed to reach the postseason seven times. Even after going all the way to the Stanley Cup Finals in 1950, they regressed and missed the playoffs for the next five seasons. That all changed in the mid-1960s when Emile Francis restored pride and respectability to the franchise and presided over one of the most successful eras in team history. They didn’t win a Cup, but they qualified for the playoffs in nine consecutive seasons.

Since then the Rangers have burned through seven general managers and twenty-two coaches, producing mostly competitive squads culminating in a Stanley Cup victory in 1994. In the quarter-century since that most recent highlight, there have been dry spells for sure, but none of which could or should have been blamed on their goaltender. From top management to the players, each one of those failures was a team effort.


A Look Back

When goalie Hal Winkler skated onto the ice at Madison Square Garden for the Rangers’ first game on November 16, 1926, hockey was very different from the sport we know today. Yes, the object of the game may have been the same—shooting a round rubber disk into a goal using a stick—but the rules were different, the players were smaller, and the game was played at a much slower pace.

Compared to what goaltenders wear today, Winkler’s equipment was primitive. It was heavy and provided only minimal protection. Depending on their preference, goaltenders wore either felt-backed canvas pads on their upper body or used chest protectors that were similar to those worn by a catcher in baseball. Elbow pads were worn on the outside of the sweater and they used standard player’s gloves with a small webbing sewn between the thumb and forefinger of their catching hand. Those gloves would remain basically unchanged until the mid-1940s, when Emile “The Cat” Francis created early versions of the trapper and blocker gloves that netminders wear today. Goaltenders also originally used the same sticks as skaters but by the 1926 season could use a stick with a wider blade and paddle to help them stop shots.

Goaltenders originally used cricket pads to protect their legs. But one day, Emile “Pop” Kenesky, a harness maker from Hamilton, Ontario, was watching a local game and noticed how often pucks were glancing off the curved edges of the pads and into the net. Kenesky modified the pads, redesigned the strapping, and added an extra roll on the outer edge that stabilized the pad and made it stand out from the leg rather than wrap around it as the cricket pads had done. This helped the goaltender control rebounds. Kenesky’s pads were handcrafted and made of horsehide stuffed with deer hair. Although they were limited by the league to a narrow 12 inches in width they often weighed in at as much as 40 pounds a pair when they became waterlogged. Kenesky’s pads became an instant hit and he soon began taking orders from goaltenders around the league.

Goaltenders of the day often wore a small cap, but they all braved the barrage of shots barefaced. Goalie Clint Benedict of the Montreal Maroons briefly wore a crude leather mask in 1929 to protect a broken nose, but it took another three decades until Jacques Plante came along with his own mask in 1959 for facial protection to gain acceptance.

Many of the NHL’s early rules affected the way goaltenders played their position. For example, when the league began play in December 1917, goaltenders were not allowed to drop to the ice to make a save. The rule resulted in a slew of high-scoring games and was quickly changed in January 1918. Despite the rule change, most goaltenders played what is known as a “stand-up style” throughout most of the twentieth century. Some stood straight up while others crouched. They dropped to the ice when necessary, but spent most of the time on their skates. “Stand up as much as you can,” advised Hall of Famer Johnny Bower, citing the prevailing wisdom. “If you fall down, you’ll be in trouble.” Standing up gave the goaltender more mobility, but it was also a means of self-preservation. “You protect your head,” said Ken Dryden, another Hall of Fame netminder. “Keep it out of the way, above the bar. It didn’t have anything to do with effectiveness. Even after the mask, standup was still the style.”

Goalies were also not allowed to hold the puck and were penalized with a faceoff at their doorstep, 10 feet directly in front of their net if they did. The crease, which is the goalie’s safe haven, measured only three feet by seven feet, leaving netminders little room to maneuver unimpeded. They were also forced to serve their own penalties, thus requiring a skater to take his place in the net. The substitute was not even allowed to borrow the goalie’s stick and gloves until the 1939–40 season. Forward passing was not allowed in the attacking zone until 1929–30 and defensemen usually remained behind their own blue line even when the puck went up ice.

The playing conditions were also very different in those early days. Except for chicken wire behind each of the goals, there was nothing above the boards to protect spectators from errant pucks, sticks, and skates, or to guard players from fans. Eventually the chicken wire was extended around the entire rink, but that caused some unforeseen problems. “When I started in 1939–40,’’ said Hall of Fame referee Bill “The Big Whistle” Chadwick, “if I sat on the boards to let a player go by, fans would stick me with a hatpin.” It wasn’t until the 1946–47 season that Plexiglass (then called Herculite) was first installed in Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens and became the league standard.

The league did not begin flooding the ice between periods until 1940, merely scraping away the snow with shovels. As a result, by the third period the playing surface was usually deeply rutted and difficult to skate and pass on. Coupled with the fact that teams were only allowed to dress twelve skaters plus a goaltender, fatigue had to be a factor, which most likely accounted for the lower scores and greater number of shutouts of the day. The ice looked very different as well. NHL teams didn’t begin to add white coloring to the ice until the 1949–50 season, so the cement flooring was visible through the clear ice giving it a dull grey color, making it difficult for the fans and players to see the puck.

By the mid-1940s, the NHL put even more pressure on their goaltenders by adding the center ice red line which changed hockey from a passing game to a quicker, more frenzied game with more screens and rebounds, as well as increased scoring for American fans. Then, in the 1960s, the position became even more dangerous with the introduction of the curved stick, which added at least 20 mph to slapshots but took away a certain degree of accuracy.

Since those early days the game has continued to evolve—as has the art of goaltending, the styles they play, and the equipment they wear.

Today’s goaltenders are bigger and better-conditioned than their predecessors. They now have their own coaches and specialized training. Their equipment is also larger and much lighter than the pads worn by goaltenders even as recently as twenty years ago. Most of today’s netminders have eschewed the strict stand-up style of the past in favor of the “butterfly” or “hybrid butterfly” techniques, both of which have them dropping to their knees more often and spreading their pads out in a “V” to cover the lower half of the net, while using their glove and upper body to protect the top.

What hasn’t changed, however, is the pressure on these valiant men in the nets, the skills and mental and physical toughness needed to play the position, and their overall importance to the game.


A Note About Statistics: The statistics in the book were provided by Hockey-Reference.com. However, the hockey research community is constantly working on updating these stats as new information is found. Therefore, the stats printed in this book sometimes may not match those found online.




CHAPTER ONE

The Early Years

The New York Rangers joined the NHL in 1926 along with the Chicago Black Hawks and Detroit Cougars—as the league expanded from seven to ten teams.

However, their path to fruition actually began two years earlier in 1924, when the New York Life Insurance Company decided to foreclose on the second Madison Square Garden building at 24th Street, tearing it down and constructing an office building in its place.

After the closing of the Garden, boxing promoter George “Tex” Rickard, a wealthy westerner who had made a name for himself in New York, needed an arena in which to hold his bouts. Rickard was a cigar-smoking hustler who had run gambling saloons in Alaska and Nevada. He formed a syndicate of “600 millionaires” and created the Madison Square Garden Corporation, naming himself president at an annual salary of $30,000. He then announced plans to build a new Garden at a site on Eighth Avenue and 50th Street, which was then being used as a car barn.

The new Garden was built in a remarkable 249 days at a cost of $5.6 million. It opened on November 28, 1925, with a six-day bicycle race.

Realizing that it would take more than boxing and bicycles to keep the Garden afloat, Rickard began looking at other events to fill out the schedule. His partner, Col. John S. Hammond, had seen a hockey game while visiting Montreal and thought the game would sell in New York. Rickard, however, was cool to the idea of owning a hockey team, but wouldn’t mind having one as a tenant.

About the same time in 1925, the Hamilton Tigers of the NHL folded and the franchise was purchased by bootlegger “Big Bill” Dwyer for $75,000. Dwyer wanted to move the team to New York, but needed a guarantee from Rickard that he would have the only hockey team in town. Tex, who still had no interest in the game, gave his word and “Big Bill” moved his team into the Garden and called them the New York Americans.

But as hockey caught on in the city and the Americans became a success at the box office, if not on the ice, Tex began to reconsider the sport as an investment. When the NHL announced that it would be adding three teams for the 1926–27 season, Rickard reneged on his agreement with Dwyer as he and Hammond took steps to acquire a team of their own. The expansion was made necessary when the Pacific Coast Hockey League (PCHL) and the Western Hockey League (WHL) folded, leaving many hockey players out of work. So, in 1926, “Tex’s” Rangers, the Chicago Black Hawks, and the Detroit Cougars joined the now 10-team NHL.

Once the Garden was granted a franchise, Col. Hammond hired Conn Smythe to build the Rangers. Smythe had been recommended to Hammond by Charles Adams, owner of the Boston Bruins, who had seen Smythe coach the University of Toronto hockey team against Ivy League squads in the Boston Garden.

Smythe accepted Hammond’s offer of $10,000 to build the Rangers and assembled an impressive squad around a nucleus that included Bill and Bun Cook, Frank Boucher, Lorne Chabot, Taffy Abel, Ching Johnson, and Murry Murdoch. But Hammond didn’t think the Rangers were good enough and wanted Smythe to acquire winger Cecil “Babe” Dye, one of the league’s top goal scorers. Smythe didn’t think the Rangers needed Dye and the two men argued, leading to Smythe’s dismissal after less than a month as a Garden employee.

Hammond then talked Lester Patrick out of retirement to run the organization. “The Silver Fox” had a long history as a hockey player, coach, and owner. He and his brother Frank had organized the Pacific Coast Hockey League years earlier and had just sold the contracts of every player in the league to the NHL for $250,000. Lester was looking forward to relaxing in sunny California, but agreed to come east and ran the Rangers for the next two decades.

Smythe was invited to the team’s opening night game by Rickard, but at first declined the offer. Only after his wife insisted did Conn change his mind and attend. He took the opportunity to remind Rickard that he had only been paid $7,500 of the $10,000 he had been promised. Rickard paid Smythe the $2,500 owed to him and Conn turned around and bet it all on a football game between the University of Toronto and McGill University, winning the bet and doubling his money. He then bet all his winnings on the Rangers to beat the Toronto St. Pats in the latter’s home opener at the Arena Gardens on November 20. Once again, he won and doubled his money, turning the original $2,500 into $10,000 in a few short days. He eventually formed a syndicate of investors to buy the St. Pats and renamed them the Maple Leafs. He then oversaw the building of Maple Leaf Gardens and turned the Leafs into a Canadian institution.

The Rangers were an instant hit on and off the ice. They played their first game at Madison Square Garden on November 16, 1926, beating the Montreal Maroons, 1–0, and became the toast of the town, finishing in first place in their inaugural season and winning the Stanley Cup the following year. They won two more Cups—in 1933 and 1940—and easily surpassed the Americans in popularity. In 1935, Dwyer, who was earlier convicted of bootlegging charges and sent to prison, sold the team to defenseman Mervyn “Red” Dutton, whose father was a millionaire. In an effort to attract a local following, Red changed the team’s name to the “Brooklyn” Americans and served as player, coach, and general manager until 1942, when a combination of World War II and their increasing debts forced the Americans to fold.

Dutton went on to become NHL president from 1943 until 1946, when he resigned with the intention of resurrecting the Americans. The NHL, however, encouraged by Garden management, reneged on their promise to allow the Americans to return. A bitter Dutton then declared that the Rangers would never win the Stanley Cup again for as long as he lived, which became known as the “Curse of Red Dutton.” Red died in 1988, and the Rangers didn’t win another Stanley Cup until 1994.

Rickard died in 1929, and his body was shipped by train from Florida to lie in state in the Garden. Hammond and William J. Carey then took control of the Rangers. In 1934, Col. Hammond became Chairman of the Board of the Garden and Lester Patrick took full charge of the club.

Patrick coached the Rangers from their inaugural campaign until the 1939–40 season when he handed the coaching reins over to Frank Boucher but continued to hold the post of general manager.


Rule Changes:
1927–28: To encourage offense, forward passing was allowed in the defending and neutral zones and goalie pads were reduced in width from 12 to 10 inches.
1929–30: Forward passing was now permitted inside all three zones but not permitted across either blue line.
1931–32: Although there is no record of a team attempting to play with two goaltenders on the ice, a rule was instituted which stated that each team was allowed only one goaltender on the ice at one time.
1934–35: A penalty shot was awarded when a player is tripped and thus prevented from having a clear shot on goal, having no player to pass to other than the offending player. The penalty shot was taken from inside a 10-foot circle located 38 feet from the goal. The goaltender was not allowed to advance more than one foot from his goal line when the shot was taken. In 1938 the rule was modified to allow the puck carrier to skate in towards the goal before shooting.
1940–41: Flooding the ice surface between periods was made mandatory. Prior to that, the ice only had to be scraped. This left the ice surface deeply rutted, making it difficult to skate and pass on.






	
Hal Winkler





	
Born: March 20, 1892 in Gretna, Manitoba





	
Died: May 29, 1956





	
5-8, 150lb





	
Caught: Right





	
Rangers Debut: November 16, 1926 vs. Montreal Maroons





	
Uniform #1





	
Seasons with Rangers: 1, 1926–27







Hal Winkler was the first of fifteen goaltenders the Rangers used during Lester Patrick’s 20-year tenure as general manager. At thirty-four years of age, Winkler was the oldest player in the Rangers’ opening night lineup. He began his hockey career in 1913, playing for Winnipeg of the Manitoba Hockey League. Thirteen years later, after playing for various senior teams in Manitoba, Saskatoon, and Alberta, he was acquired from the Calgary Tigers of the WCHL by then-Rangers GM Conn Smythe for cash in October 1926.

Winkler and Lorne Chabot competed for the number one goaltender position in training camp at Ravina Gardens in Toronto, with Hal getting the opening night nod. In the opening game, he would shut out the defending Stanley Cup champion Montreal Maroons 1–0. With the blanking, Winkler became the first goaltender in league history to post a shutout in his NHL debut.

But in January 1927, after compiling a 3–4–1 record with two shutouts and a 1.65 GAA (goals-against average), Winkler was sent to the Boston Bruins for $5,000. It seems that at the time Boston GM Art Ross wasn’t happy with his goaltender, Charles “Doc” Stewart, a licensed dentist, and Lester Patrick was more than happy to sell Winkler to him—especially since he had the younger and bigger Lorne Chabot waiting in the wings.

Once settled in Boston, Winkler led the Bruins to the playoffs, beating the Rangers in the semifinals but losing to the Ottawa Senators in the Finals, two games to none. The next season, Winkler played in all 44 regular-season games, leading the league in games and minutes played as well as shutouts (15) as the Bruins finished in first place in their division but lost to the Rangers in the first round of the playoffs.

Winkler then returned to the minor leagues, playing for the Minnesota Millers (AHA) and Seattle Eskimos (PCHL) before finishing his career with the Boston Tigers/Cubs (CAHL) in 1930–31.

Regular Season

[image: Image]

Playoffs

[image: Image]

*Note: Prior to the 1935–36 season, some playoff series were “total-goals” series where games were allowed to end in a tie.


Fast Fact: Hal Winkler was not only the Rangers’ first goaltender, but also the first of only eleven of eighty-eight Blueshirt netminders who caught the puck with their right hand. The others were Davey Kerr, Ken McAuley, Bob DeCourcy, Lorne Anderson, Julian Klymkiw, Marcel Pelletier, Gilles Villemure, Don Simmons, Glen Hanlon, and Terry Kleisinger.






	
Lorne Chabot





	
Born: October 5, 1900 in Montreal, Quebec





	
Died: October 10, 1946





	
6-1, 185lb





	
Caught: Left





	
Rangers Debut: November 20, 1926 at Toronto St. Pats





	
Uniform #1





	
Seasons with Rangers: 2, 1926–27 to 1927–28





	
Stanley Cups: 2, Rangers (1927–28), Toronto (1931–32)





	
Vezina Trophy: 1934–35 (with Chicago)







Lorne Chabot was a veteran of the First World War and had been a Canadian Mountie even before he made his NHL debut with the Rangers in 1926. He had been an outstanding amateur netminder in Canada, having led the Port Arthur Bearcats to the Allen Cup in 1925 and 1926, playing one of those series with his goalie stick taped to his broken hand.

He was signed by Conn Smythe in 1926, and took over for the Blueshirts’ original goaltender Hal Winkler eight games into the 1926–27 season. Chabot posted a 22–9–5 record in his rookie season with 10 shutouts and a 1.51 GAA, leading the first-year Rangers to a first-place finish in the NHL’s American Division.

During his rookie season, Rangers publicists Johnny Bruno and Dick Blythe thought they could increase interest in the team by giving Chabot, a French Canadian from Montreal, a more ethnic sounding surname by adding an ‘s-k-y.’ But when Lester Patrick and Chabot saw “Leopold Chabotsky” on press releases and scoresheets, they weren’t pleased and the practice was quickly ended. The publicists had also changed the name of forward Oliver Reinikka to Ollie Rocco in an effort to attract Italian fans.

Chabot had an outstanding playoff series that first season, allowing only three goals in a two-game total-goal loss to former teammate Hal Winkler and the Boston Bruins. The next year, Chabot—who was called “Sad Eyes” due to his dour countenance—played in all 44 games, posting a 19–16–9 record with 11 shutouts and a 1.74 GAA for the second-place Blueshirts.

At 6-foot-1 and 185 pounds, Chabot was the biggest netminder in the league at the time, measuring an inch taller and 20 pounds heavier than Maroons goaltender Clint Benedict. But Lorne was quick and agile for a man his size. In February 1928, Chabot recorded four consecutive shutouts, going 297 minutes and 42 seconds without allowing a goal. He also had an interesting quirk. Attesting to the perils of his position, Chabot insisted on shaving right before games because he “stitched better when his skin was smooth.”

During the 1927–28 season, Chabot was offered a bribe to throw a game against the Maroons, but immediately alerted Lester Patrick of the offer and was known as “an honest player who couldn’t be tempted.”

That spring, Chabot led the Rangers through the first two rounds of the playoffs, first beating the Boston Bruins and then the Pittsburgh Pirates in two total-goal series. But in the second game of the Finals, Nels Stewart of the Maroons unleashed a shot that caught Chabot squarely in the left eye. Chabot was taken to Montreal’s Royal Victoria Hospital where it was first thought he would lose his eye.

Stuck without a spare or even practice goaltender, Lester Patrick asked Montreal GM Eddie Gerard for permission to use Ottawa’s Alex Connell or minor leaguer Hugh McCormick to replace Chabot. When Gerard refused, Patrick himself donned the pads as the Rangers beat the Maroons in overtime, 2–1, and thus a legend was born.

Joe Miller played the rest of the series in goal as the Blueshirts won the Stanley Cup while Chabot watched from the stands with a black patch covering his eye.

Chabot would make a full recovery, but Patrick had lost confidence in his big goaltender, fearing that he would become “puck shy.” So, a few weeks before the beginning of the following season, Chabot was sent to Toronto along with winger Alex Gray and $10,000 for goaltender John Ross Roach and winger Butch Keeling.

Chabot regained his form in Toronto and remained one of the league’s top netminders for the next seven years, winning another Cup with the Leafs in 1931–32 and a Vezina Trophy with the Black Hawks in 1934–35. Lorne also saw action with the Montreal Canadiens, Montreal Maroons, and New York Americans before retiring at the end of the 1936–37 season.

Regular Season
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Playoffs
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Lester Patrick





	
Born: December 30, 1883 in Drummondville, Quebec





	
Died: June 1, 1960





	
6-1, 180lb





	
Caught: Left





	
Rangers Debut: March 20, 1927 vs. New York Americans





	
Uniform #16





	
Seasons with Rangers:
 As Player: 2, 1926–27 to 1927–28
 As Coach: 13, 1926–27 to 1938–39
 As GM: 19, 1926–27 to 1945–46





	
Stanley Cups as Coach and GM: 3, Rangers, 1927–28, 1932–33, 1939–40





	
Hockey Hall of Fame: 1947
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Rangers patriarch Lester Patrick cemented his place in Blueshirts lore on the evening of April 7, 1928. The Rangers had eliminated the Pittsburgh Pirates and Boston Bruins and were playing the second game of the Stanley Cup Finals against the Montreal Maroons, who had won the opener, 2–0, behind the steady goaltending of Clint Benedict.

Early in the second period, Rangers goaltender Lorne Chabot was struck in the left eye by a Nels Stewart shot, forcing him to leave the game. Patrick now found himself without a goaltender since, either due to poor planning or in an effort to save a little money, he had decided not to bring along a spare netminder, even though all of the games would be played in Montreal due to the circus taking over Madison Square Garden.

Patrick asked Montreal coach and GM Eddie Gerard for permission to use Alex Connell of the Ottawa Senators, who was a spectator at the game, as a replacement. Connell was one of the better goaltenders in the league at the time so Gerard refused. Patrick then asked permission to use minor-league goalie Hugh McCormick, but that request was also denied. He was then given 10 minutes to produce a goaltender or the Rangers would have to forfeit the match.

“The place became bedlam,” author Eric Whitehead wrote of the Rangers locker room in his book The Patricks: Hockey’s Royal Family. “Well-meaning outsiders burst in with suggestions for ways out of the dilemma.”

Rangers defenseman Leo Bourgeault volunteered to take Chabot’s place in goal, but Frank Boucher and Bill Cook, the team’s captain, told Lester that having Bourgeault in goal would leave the team short a valuable player. Instead, they suggested that Patrick himself strap on the pads, promising that the team would block as many shots as possible and keep the Maroons’ skaters away from the net.

Patrick thought about it for a few moments and finally called out to trainer Harry Westerby, “Harry I’m going in goal.” He then told Westerby to gather Chabot’s equipment and get him a clean set of underwear and socks. During the commotion, Pittsburgh Pirates coach Odie Cleghorn wandered into the Rangers dressing room and Lester asked him to run the bench for him while he was in the net. Cleghorn agreed. Yes, the NHL was a very different place back then.

Patrick was forty-four years old at the time, thirteen years older than his captain Bill Cook and nine years the senior of Montreal goaltender Clint Benedict. This would not be Patrick’s first experience between the pipes. Years earlier as a defenseman in the Pacific Coast Hockey Association, he had occasionally gone into the net when his team’s goaltender was penalized. On one occasion, he had blocked a shot and proceeded to skate the length of the ice to score.

Patrick was welcomed onto the ice with curiosity and what could be called bemused applause.

Montreal Star sports editor Baz O’Meara described the bizarre scene thusly: “There was ‘Laughing Lester,’ who has done everything in hockey sauntering out with a little black cap askew over his whitening thatch, his lanky legs upholstered by brown pads that seemed to fit him like his father’s old trousers.”

Patrick made a great show of the situation, pointing at the Maroons and yelling, “Let them shoot!” But wiser heads prevailed. Before the faceoff, Cleghorn gathered the skaters around him and cautioned, “Stay back to protect Lester. Don’t let ’em get close. Wait for a break. If you can protect Lester, one goal might win it.”

When the game resumed the Rangers checked frantically in front of their coach. The Maroons managed to get a few shots off, but they were blocked by Patrick and the period ended with the game still scoreless.

Bill Cook scored 30 seconds into the third period to give the Rangers the lead, which they held on to until Nels Stewart scored to tie the score with 5:40 left in the period.

The game went into sudden-death overtime and the Maroons were sure that the old man in net would fold. But Patrick held on, stopping an early surge by the Maroons. The momentum of the play changed quickly, and soon Frank Boucher grabbed a loose puck and stickhandled past a Montreal defenseman and beat Benedict with a hard, low shot for the game-winner.

Lester Patrick was the hero. The Rangers jumped over the boards and hoisted their white-haired, GM/coach/goaltender on their shoulders and carried him off the ice. As Eric Whitehead concluded: “An ageless and unquenchable love of the fray and the courage of an old bull seal returned to protect his herd, yes. It was vintage Patrick family stuff!”

Patrick was lucky. He turned out to be a hero when it could have very easily gone the other way. But knowing that he couldn’t pull off another miracle, the next day he asked for and received permission to use Joe Miller of the New York Americans. Miller turned in an outstanding performance in the remaining three games of the series, and the Rangers won their first Stanley Cup on April 14.

In honor of Patrick’s remarkable performance, James Burchard, who covered hockey for the New York World-Telegram, composed the following poem about Lester’s adventure:

’Twas in the spring of twenty-eight
A golden Ranger page,
That Lester got a summons
To guard the Blueshirt cage.
Chabot had stopped a fast one,
A bad break for our lads,
The Cup at stake and no one
To don the Ranger pads.
“We’re cooked,” lamented Patrick,
“This crisis I had feared.”
He leaned upon his newest crutch.
And wept inside his beard.
Then suddenly he came to life,
No longer halt or lame.
“Give me the pads,” he bellowed,
“I used to play this game.”
Then how the Rangers shouted.
How Patrick was acclaimed.
Maroons stood sneering, gloating,
They should have been ashamed.
The final score was two to one.
Old Lester met the test.
The Rangers finally won the Cup,”
But Les has since confessed.
“I just spoke up to cheer the boys,
“I must have been delirious.
“But now, in reminiscence,
“I’m glad they took me serious.”

Ironically, six years earlier, Lester’s brother Frank was faced with a similar situation that also involved Eddie Gerard.

In the Stanley Cup Finals of 1922, the Vancouver Millionaires, champions of the PCHL, had traveled to Toronto to face the NHL champion St. Pats. In the second game of the series, Toronto defenseman Harry Cameron injured his shoulder and was unable to continue playing. Toronto asked for permission to use Eddie Gerard, a player borrowed from the Ottawa Senators, as an emergency replacement. In a show of good sportsmanship, Frank Patrick agreed. Although he played only one game, Gerard won his third consecutive Stanley Cup when the St. Pats defeated Vancouver. As captain of the Senators, he had led Ottawa to the Stanley Cup in 1920 and 1921 and would do so again in 1923.

Playoffs
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Fast Fact: At forty-four years of age, Lester Patrick was the oldest man ever to tend goal for the Rangers. Seventeen-year-old Harry Lumley was the youngest (1943).






	
Joe Miller





	
Born: October 6, 1900 in Morrisburg, Ontario





	
Died: August 12, 1963





	
5-9, 170lb





	
Caught: Left





	
Rangers Debut: April 10, 1928 at Montreal Maroons





	
Uniform #1





	
Seasons with Rangers: 1, 1927–28 (playoffs)





	
Stanley Cup: Rangers, 1927–28







Joe Miller went from hockey’s outhouse to its penthouse in just a matter of weeks.

On March 22, 1928, Miller and the last-place New York Americans finished their season with their fifth consecutive loss, this time a 5–0 blanking in Ottawa. His season seemingly over, Miller returned to his Morrisburg, Ontario, home to relax and keep tabs on the Amerks’ cotenants at the Garden, the Rangers, who had finished in second place and were in the Stanley Cup playoffs.

The Rangers got through the first two rounds of the playoffs fairly easily but ran into a serious problem in the finals against the Montreal Maroons. Goaltender Lorne Chabot had been struck in the eye by a shot from Nels Stewart in the second game of the series and could not continue. The injured goaltender had been famously replaced by forty-four-year-old Rangers GM and coach Lester Patrick for the remainder of that game but the Blueshirts now needed to find a netminder for the rest of the series.

Patrick asked the Maroons for permission to use either George Hainsworth or Charlie Gardiner. Both were top goalies in the league at the time, so Montreal boss Eddie Gerard refused to allow Patrick to use either one of them.

Working on the premise that any goalie is better than no goalie—and out of desperation—Patrick submitted Miller’s name. Joe had finished the season with an 8–16–4 record, allowing 77 goals in 28 games for the last-place Amerks and had picked up the nickname “Red Light Miller” for all the goals that he had allowed. Gerard agreed to allow the Rangers to use him, most likely while rubbing his hands together, assuming that his Maroons now had the Stanley Cup in the bag.

Joe played well in the third game of the series, but the Rangers were shut out, 2–0, by Clint Benedict, giving the Maroons a two-games-to-one lead in the five-game series. In the fourth game, Miller protected a one-goal lead and shut out Montreal, 1–0. Miller’s shining moment came in the fifth game on April 14 as he too suffered an eye injury when struck by a shot—this time from the stick of Hooley Smith. The game was delayed for 10 minutes as Miller was helped into the dressing room for repairs. When he returned his right eye was nearly swollen shut, but the little goalie held his ground as the Blueshirts beat the Maroons, 2–1, to win the franchise’s first Stanley Cup.

The next season, the Americans sent Miller and $20,000 to the Pittsburgh Pirates for goaltender Roy “Shrimp” Worters. Miller played two seasons with the Pirates and then moved with the franchise to Philadelphia, where they became the Quakers. He then retired in 1932 after a season in the IHL.

Miller is a prime example of a goalie being only as good as the team in front of him. He spent four seasons in the NHL playing for some bad teams. But when the pressure was on, and with a better team in front of him, Joe proved to be a quality netminder.

Regular Season
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Playoffs
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John Ross Roach





	
Born: June 23, 1900 in Port Perry, Ontario





	
Died: July 9, 1973





	
5-5, 130lb





	
Caught: Left





	
Rangers Debut: November 15, 1928 at Detroit Cougars





	
Uniform #1





	
Seasons with Rangers: 4, 1928–29 to 1931–32





	
Stanley Cup: Toronto St. Pats, 1921–22
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John Ross Roach played junior hockey for the Toronto Aura Lee team in 1919–20 before moving up to the seniors the following year with the Toronto Granites. He turned pro in 1921–22 and led the Toronto St. Pats to a Stanley Cup victory in his rookie season. He stayed in Toronto for a total of seven seasons as the St. Pats evolved into the Maple Leafs.

But in October 1928, the twenty-seven-year-old netminder was traded—along with winger Butch Keeling—to the Rangers for Lorne Chabot, Alex Gray, and $10,000. Roach was reportedly looking for more money from the Leafs so Conn Smythe was more than happy to trade him, even to Lester Patrick’s Rangers. The acquisition of Roach also set up a rivalry between he and Roy “Shrimp” Worters of the New York Americans, who were considered the two best goaltenders in the league at the time.

At a mere 5-foot-5 and 130 pounds, “Little Napoleon” was the smallest goaltender to play for the Rangers. But despite his small stature, he proved to be a durable performer, starting every game for the Rangers over the next four seasons. He was very fidgety in goal and in constant motion. He could also be feisty and somewhat moody off the ice.
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Season | Team | GP | W L T GA | GAA | SO MIN G A | PTS | PIM
1926-27 | NYR | 36 | 22 9 5 59 | 151 | 10 2347 0 0 0 0
1927-28 | NYR | 44 | 19 | 16 9 79 174 11 2730 0 0 0 0
1928-29 | TOR | 43 | 20 | 16 5 64 | 1.52 | 10 2534 0 0 0 2
1929-30 | TOR | 42 | 16 | 20 6 110 | 2.54 6 2600 0 0 0 0
1930-31 | TOR | 37 | 21 8 8 80 | 2.09 6 2300 0 0 0 0
1931-32 | TOR | 4 | 21 16 6 106 | 2.36 4 2698 0 0 0 2
1932-33 | TOR | 48 | 24 | 18 6 111 | 2.26 5 2946 0 0 0 4
1933-34 | MTL | 47 | 21 20 6 101 | 2.07 8 2928 0 0 0 2
1934-35 | CBH | 48 | 26 | 17 5 88 | 1.80 8 2940 0 0 0 0
1935-36 | MTM | 16 8 3 5 35 | 2.08 2 1010 0 0 0 0
1936-37 | NYA 6 2 3 1 25 | 4.05 1 370 0 0 0 0

NYR Totals - 81 4 25 14 | 138 | 1.63 | 21 5077 0 0 0 0

Career - 412 | 200 | 146 | 62 | 858 | 2.03 | 71 | 25403 | O 0 0 10
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Season | Team | GP | W L T GA | GAA | SO MIN G A | PTS | PIM
1926-27 | NYR 2 0 1 1 3 | 150 | 1 120 0 0 0 0
1927-28 | NYR 6 2 2 1 8 | 1.3 1 367 0 0 0 0
1928-29 | TOR 4 2 2 0 5 |[124 | 0 242 0 0 0 0
1930-31 | TOR 2 0 1 1 4 172 0 139 0 0 0 0
1931-32 | TOR 7 5 1 1 15 | 205 | 0 438 0 0 0 0
1932-33 | TOR 9 4 5 0 18 | 157 | 2 686 0 0 0 0
1933-34 | MTL 2 0 1 1 4 |18 | 0 131 0 0 0 0
1934-35 | CBH 2 0 1 1 1 048 | 1 125 0 0 0 0
1935-36 | MTM | 3 0 3 0 6 | 1.21 0 297 0 0 0 0

NYR Totals = 8 2 3 2 11 136 2 487 0 0 0 0

Career : 37 | 13 | 17 6 64 | 1.51 5 2545 0 0 0 0
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Season | Team | GP GA | GAA | SO MIN PTS | PIM
1927-28 | NYR 1 1 1.7 0 35 0 0
Career NYR 1 1 1.7 0 35 0 0
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Season | Team | GP w L T GA | GAA | SO | MIN | G A | PTS | PIM
1927-28 | NYA 28 8 16 4 77 | 2.68 5 1721 | 0 0 0 0
1928-29 | PTP 44 9 27 8 80 | 173 | 11 | 2780 | O 0 0 0
1929-30 | PTP 43 5 35 3 179 | 4.08 0 2630 | 0 0 0 0
1930-31 | PHQ 15 2 11 1 47 | 3.43 0 821 0 0 0 0

Career : 130 24 89 16 383 | 289 | 16 | 7952 | O 0 0 0
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Season Team GP GA GAA S0 MIN PTS | PIM
1927-28 | NYR 3 3 1.00 1 180 0 0
Career NYR 3 3 1.00 1 180 0 0
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Season Team | GP ™ GA | GAA | SO MIN PTS | PIM
1926-27 BOS 8 4 13 | 1.50 2 520 0 0
1927-28 BOS 2 1 5 2.50 0 120 0 0

Career BOS 10 5 18 | 1.69 2 640 0 0
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Season | Team | GP w L T GA | GAA | SO | MIN G A PTS | PIM
1926-27 | NYR 8 3 4 1 13 | 165 | 2 473 0 0 0 0
1926-27 | BOS | 23 12 9 2 40 | 166 | 4 |1445| 0 0 0 0
1927-28 | BOS | 44 20 13 11 70 | 151 | 15 | 2780 | O 0 0 0
NYR Totals . 8 3 4 1 13 | 165 | 2 473 0 0 0 0

Career - 75 35 26 14 | 123 | 1.57 | 21 | 4698 | 0 0 0 0






