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  Every time we venture forth for even the most mundane daily task we spot something new in Austin. This is an organic city that is ever-changing, making it exciting to live in and visit, but difficult to pin down sometimes in an ordered, guidebook-friendly fashion. A funky rundown storefront can morph into a hip cafe, a bungalow can become a boutique, and a warehouse can find new life as a gallery, making a city drive for even the longest of longtime residents a series of double takes and head turns. Downtown is a veritable wonderland of discoveries for those of us who have lived here for decades, a place that has captured the city’s modern, young vibe. Old neighborhoods are a wonderful mix of longtime family businesses like Mexican bakeries and old plumbing supply shops, sitting side-by-side with gypsy food trailer courts, urban garden shops, and sewing studios.




  There is an old saying here: “I wasn’t born in Texas, but I got here as fast I could.” That’s the way we feel about Austin and revisiting the city through this latest edition reinforces that sentiment. Keeping track of those changes means relying on a wealth of resources, friends, neighbors, and those Austinites we interact with every day—the butcher, the baker, and the barista. Thanks to my coauthor, Cam, whose enthusiasm and professionalism are unmatched; and thanks to my husband, Peter Silva, whose insights into our hometown are invaluable.




  —Hilary Hylton
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  INTRODUCTION




  Austin! Just the name evokes so many images. Music. High-tech. Universities. Government. Movies. Research. The hills. The lakes. The springs. Independence! Opportunity! Austin is all those things and much more, as you’ll soon discover.




  Riding on nothing more than beauty, its perch on the edge of a wild frontier, and the determination of its citizens, Austin became the capital of the Republic and then of the state of Texas, a vast territory that reaches from the Mexican border almost halfway to Canada. Like other Texans, Austinites who shaped this region developed a kinship with the land and with one another. To be a Texan is a definite distinction. To add Austinite—now that’s the shine on the star.




  Like many other Austinites, we are not natives, although Austin is one city that quickly becomes your own, no matter where you’ve lived before. The familiar bumper sticker “I wasn’t born in Texas, but I got here as soon as I could” goes double for Austin. We’re speaking from experience when we give these words of caution, especially for you who’ve come for just a visit: Austin sneaks up on you unexpectedly, like a sudden shower on a hot summer day. It will capture your heart as quickly as a dry field blossoms into wildflowers. Once you’ve gotten swept up in the energy of this city or given in to our peaceful pastimes, it’s hard to leave. Austin is clever that way. It’s old, and it’s new, and every minute it’s got something different to offer you. That’s part of the Austin mystique.




  Perhaps you’ve come to see for yourself what it is about Austin that causes people to perk up when they hear the name. We hope you’ll find this guide useful in that regard. Within these pages we’ve shared our ideas about the people and places, the sounds and the scenery that contribute to Austin’s unique style. We’ve sought to give you a deeper understanding of who we are by telling you where Austin has been and where it’s headed as this booming region endeavors to define its future and preserve its acclaimed quality of life.




  It’s hard to argue with the national magazines that have rated Austin among the top cities for living and conducting business. Citing Austin’s “emergence as a hotbed for high-tech startup firms,” the prestigious Fortune magazine has listed Austin as “The Best City for Business in North America.” “Austin has always been the sort of town where the ’60s never really died, where creativity was encouraged, and free spirits were nurtured,” Fortune praised. In his 2002 book The Rise of the Creative Class, economist and author Richard Florida lists Austin as the “No. 2 Creative Hot Spot” in the nation. Indeed, Austinites are warmhearted, outgoing people who tolerate about anything but encroachment on our stunning natural environment or challenge to our way of life. Our music scene is so hot that we call ourselves “The Live Music Capital of the World.” Our vibrant film industry, which includes local actors and directors who are making it big, is luring more and more internationally known stars and directors to Austin. At any given time there are a dozen or more stage productions to enjoy as well as art museums and galleries to visit and poetry readings to attend. Our countless sports enthusiasts, the bikers, boaters, runners, golfers, and swimmers, keep Austin humming with their passion.




  The University of Texas contributes much more than character and economic drive. UT, along with our other colleges and universities, draws leading scholars and researchers to Austin and offers our students and the public countless educational opportunities and chances to hear world-renowned speakers. Our bookstores and libraries are abuzz day and night. It’s no surprise, then, that Austin is considered a literary capital as well as the center of our massive state government. Along with thousands of jobs, the vigorous high-tech industry adds another dimension to Austin’s intellectual community. The reward in living and working in Austin comes in knowing that no matter what challenges the day brings, there is a fascinating, fun, beautiful, easygoing city right outside the door.




  Austin’s amazing ability to combine that vitality—that feeling that anything is possible here—with a sense of tranquility is among its greatest attributes. There’s plenty of space to get away: lying on the beach at Lake Travis, strolling along a wooded trail, flying a kite atop breathtaking Mount Bonnell, taking a cool dip in Barton Springs, picnicking at the park, exploring the natural wonders of the Hill Country, canoeing along Lady Bird Lake (formerly Town Lake).




  Don’t take our word for it, though. Austin is a city that must be experienced firsthand. This book is meant to point you in the right directions. For those of you who’ve come to live, congratulations, you’ve chosen well. If you’re here as a visitor, enjoy your Austin experience. Like we said, however, beware of its captivating charm.
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  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK




  




  Whether you’re planning to stay in Austin for a night, a fortnight, or the rest of your life, this book will guide you to, and through, the best the Capital City has to offer in more than two dozen areas of interest. Insiders’ Guide to Austin is arranged by categories that appeal to both tourists and newcomers and can be useful whether you’ve just arrived or are only contemplating a visit or a move to Austin. Longtime residents may even discover a new thing or two about our city.




  Our challenge in writing this book was to provide solid information and arrange it suitably so that you can map out a tour of Austin according to your own interests. It’s up to you whether you take in these pages in one big gulp or choose to savor them slowly, chapter by chapter, as you make your way around town. Whatever your style, Insiders’ Guide to Austin is meant to be used and used again as you delve deeper into the treasures of our Capital City. More than anything, we’ve designed this book to answer that age-old question: Where can I go to find . . . ?




  Within these pages you’ll encounter detailed descriptions of many of our most popular restaurants, attractions, hotels and motels, bed-and-breakfasts, and resorts as well as extensive listings of great places to shop and fun things to do with the kids. The chapter devoted to The Music Scene was a must, as you’ll see, and we’ve dedicated another to Austin Nightlife. We’ve described our dynamic Literary Scene and given you an introduction to Austin’s great Arts community. Nature lovers and outdoor types will discover the best that Austin has to offer in the Parks & Recreation chapter. Within all chapters, you will find frequent cross-references and even, for the sake of convenience, some cross-listings.




  For a wealth of information on our diverse periodicals, and radio and television stations, we’ve included a chapter on Media. Newcomers will want to take special note of the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where they'll find the Living Here appendix with chapters on Relocation, The Senior Scene, and Health Care & Wellness. The Schools & Child Care chapter includes information on private schools and all 10 public school districts in and around Austin, including those in our neighboring communities.




  Because much of the subject matter begs to be included in more than one chapter, we’ve noted where to look in the book for further information on a particular topic. Austin is loaded with resources, and we regret that we could not include every choice available in each chapter. We have, however, provided a solid foundation for you in all our categories and have pointed out additional resource materials that may provide more information.




  Throughout this book you’ll find Insider’s Tips (indicated by an i ), which offer quick insights, and Close-ups, which provide in-depth information on topics that are particularly interesting, unusual, or distinct. You’ll also find listings accompanied by the ✵ symbol—these are our top picks for attractions, restaurants, accommodations, and everything in between that you shouldn’t miss while you’re in the area. You want the best this region has to offer? Go with our Insiders’ Choice.




  Finding your way around town will probably be the first challenge you face upon arriving in Austin. While Austin does have some great natural and manufactured boundaries, such as the Colorado River and our main highway arteries, the layout can be confusing due to our unique Hill Country terrain and the fact that Austin isn’t too keen on east-west thoroughfares. No two people agree exactly on how to divide Austin into geographic regions, especially now that the city has grown so much. (The area that is still referred to today as West Austin, for example, is now in Central Austin, while a new West Austin is, well, farther west.)




  Start your tour of Austin by reading our Getting Here, Getting Around chapter. In this chapter we’ve explained the boundaries we use in this book to divide the city into 11 regions: Central, South Central, North Central, North, South, East, West, Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest. In some chapters we’ve subdivided these regions even further. In the Hotels and Motels chapter, for instance, you will find an extensive listing for accommodations under the I-35 Corridor heading. Because there are so many Attractions in Central Austin, we’ve divided that region into Downtown, The University of Texas, and Central Austin.




  Refer to the maps we’ve provided to get started on your Austin adventure.
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  AREA OVERVIEW




  




  Folks on planes sometimes ask us: “Where do you live?” “Austin, Texas,” we say. Nine times out of ten the questioner smiles, sighs, and says, “Lucky you.”




  Austin gets good press. In the past two decades, the city has been touted as a top place to live by numerous magazines. Perhaps the most overused adjective in all this positive coverage is “laid-back.” But it fits. After all, this is a city where you can get by with one or two pairs of pantyhose a year or keep your tie rack in the back of the closet.




  As former Mayor Kirk Watson once described Austin to us in an interview, “Austin is a city of boots and suits, hippies and nerds, all in the same boardroom . . . a city that allows almost ironic contradictions—at the same time we boast that we are the Live Music Capital of the World, we also boast we are Silicon Hills.”




  Laid-back, but on the high-tech cutting edge; cherishing the past, but charting the future. That dichotomy makes Austin an exciting, sometimes challenging place to live. We are embracing the future, yet looking longingly at the past, and, as the former mayor told us, so far each new wave of Austinites thinks they got here just in time to enjoy the real Austin.




  Austin is a mecca for musicians and moviemakers, software engineers and hardware wizards, entrepreneurs and investors, artists and artisans, intellectuals and teachers, political activists and environmentalists, and lots of hardworking, everyday Texans who labor to make this city flourish. More than a million people call themselves Austinites these days, but there is still a neighborly feel about Austin and a notion that much of what goes on here is authentic.




  As Austin has grown in both population and acreage, the pivotal question has been “How can Austin stay Austin, yet flourish?” The answer, so far, has come from within. Homegrown is the key here—whether it is homegrown businesses such as Dell Computer and Whole Foods Market or home-grown restaurants such as Threadgill’s and Jeffrey’s, Austin’s creative juices flow from the ground up. Franchise and chain operations, national corporations, and international businesses are represented in Austin, and they are growing in number; but, for the most part, they opt to adapt an Austin face, and often are overshadowed when viewed side by side with Austin originals.




  This makes Austin a great place to live and to visit. Despite all its attributes, Austin has avoided being labeled a tourist town. Visitors are drawn to Austin not by a single, large attraction, a Disney World or a Fisherman’s Wharf, but by the ambience of Austin. Consequently, we also are relatively free of touristy bric-a-brac, restaurants, and other sites that attract only out-of-towners. So whether you’re visiting Sixth Street or stopping in for some spicy Tex-Mex food or barbecue, you will find yourself among the locals.




  

    Austin’s Many Faces




    The population of Austin is diverse and growing more so every year as new residents join the Austin melting pot. According to the US Census Bureau, 12.4 percent of the city’s residents are African American, 23 percent Hispanic, and 3 percent Asian. Approximately 7 percent of the city’s residents are older than 65. About 9 percent of Austin’s residents are foreign-born, and 23 percent speak a language other than English at home.




    Founded: 1821 by Stephen F. Austin’s colonists and named Waterloo; incorporated as Austin December 27, 1839




    Mayor/Governor: Mayor Will Wynn; Governor Rick Perry




    Population:




    Austin: 785,850




    Austin/Round Rock metropolitan statistical area: 1.7 million




    Texas: 23.5 million




    Area: Austin: 308 square miles




    Austin/Round Rock metro area: 4,286 square miles




    Counties in the Austin area (with major cities and county seats):




    Travis County (Austin is county seat and state capital)




    Williamson County (Round Rock; county seat Georgetown)




    Hays County (county seat San Marcos)




    Bastrop County (county seat Bastrop)




    Caldwell County (county seat Lockhart)




    Major airports/interstates: Austin-Bergstrom International Airport; I-35, the Nafta Highway, runs through Austin




    Nicknames: “Live Music Capital of the World,” “Third Coast,” and “City of the Violet Crown”




    Average temperatures:




    Mean 68˚ F




    Mean low 58˚ F




    Mean high 79˚ F




    Average annual precipitation: 33.65 inches




    Annual days of sunshine: 200+




    Major colleges and universities: University of Texas, Austin Community College, St. Edwards University, Texas State University—San Marcos, Southwestern University Georgetown, Concordia University of Austin, Huston-Tillotson College, Austin Presbyterian Seminary




    Major area employers: University of Texas, Dell Computer, City of Austin, Austin Independent School District, Motorola, H-E-B Grocery Company, Seton Healthcare Network, IBM, Internal Revenue Service, Austin Community College, Advanced Micro Devices, Applied Materials




    Famous sons and daughters: (Some native; others, as they say in Texas, got here as fast as they could.) Lyndon Baines Johnson, Lady Bird Johnson, O. Henry, Dabney Coleman, Lou Ann Barton, Charles Umlauf, Michael Dell, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Earl Campbell, J. Frank Dobie, James Michener, Lance Armstrong, Ethan Hawke, Zachary Scott, Molly Ivins, Willie Nelson, Karl Rove, Linda Ellerbe, Ben Crenshaw, Nelly, Joe Ely, Roger Clemens, Tom Kite, Bud Schrake, Ann Richards, Steven Fromholz




    Public transportation: Capital Metro operates buses and downtown ’Dillo: buses, light rail from Cedar Park to downtown Austin opened in the fall of 2008.




    Driving laws: Speed limits vary according to the size of the street or highway and its location. Generally, interstate speed limits are 70 mph, city freeways are 55 mph or 65 mph, and most neighborhood speed limits are 30 mph. There are hefty fines for drivers who use cell phones in school zones, and Austin levies big fines for texting while driving.




    Alcohol laws:




    You must be 21 to purchase wine, beer, or liquor in bars, restaurants, and stores. Blood alcohol level at which one is presumed to be intoxicated is 0.08 percent. Beer and wine may be purchased in grocery and convenience stores 7 days a week. Fortified wines like port cannot be sold on Sunday, and liquor stores are closed on Sunday.




    Bars remain open until 2 a.m.




    Daily newspapers: Austin American-Statesman, Daily Texan




    Alternative newspaper: Austin Chronicle




    Taxes: State sales taxes vary in the Central Texas region but generally range around 8 percent. In the City of Austin the rate is 8.25 percent. Groceries are not taxed. Hotel-motel occupancy tax in Austin is 15 percent.




    Chamber of Commerce: Austin Chamber of Commerce, in the Lakeshore Tower building at 210 Barton Springs Rd., Suite 400, Austin, TX 78704; (512) 478-9383; www.austin-chamber.org




    Visitor center: Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau, 209 East Sixth St.; (512) 478-0098 or (866) GO-AUSTIN; www.austintexas.org




    Time and weather:




    KVUE–TV operates a time and temperature service at (512) 451-2424.




    Fox Channel 7 has a live weather cam at www.fox7.com, and Cable Channel 8 has “weather on the eights” throughout the hour.




    National Weather Service: www.srh.noaa.gov/ewx


  




  The percentage of adults with college degrees stands at 40 percent and two-thirds of the city’s residents have some college education. The median income in Austin in 2000 was $42,689, and according to the 2000 census, only 4.5 percent of households received public assistance, ranking 72nd out of those 77 cities. In 2005 the median income was $68,600.




  One startling statistic is that the Austin labor force increased 44 percent in the decade from 1980 to 1990, and as the 21st century got under way unemployment rates stood at less than 3 percent, dipping to 1.9 percent in mid-2001 and climbing to just under 6 percent in mid-2003. By the spring of 2008, the rate had dipped again to 3.6 percent. But as the recession hit the country Austin was not immune, although the numbers never climbed as high as outside Texas. In September of 2010, the Austin unemployment rate stood at 7.1 percent. Austin residents are predominantly young, diverse, dynamic, and hardworking; perhaps that is why the Austin lifestyle is characterized by a love for the outdoors and a lively interest in the latest music and art. But there is also a fondness for old Texas traditions; witness the abundance of annual events dedicated to cultural traditions (see our Annual Events & Festivals chapter).




  While the past is celebrated, cultural diversity is unfolding at a furious pace in Austin. Restaurants and shops reflecting diverse cultural origins are growing in number. In a city where 25 years ago the choice of restaurants was relatively limited and dominated by Tex-Mex, barbecue, and homestyle cooking, residents and visitors can now choose from a wide variety of cuisines, often presented as “fusion” cuisine by one of the city’s hot young chefs. There is a palpable sense of exploration in the air as the city adopts and absorbs a multitude of influences, translating them into an authentic Austin experience.




  THE GREAT OUTDOORS




  No description of Austin would be complete without an ode to the area’s physical surroundings. Forget those cliched Texas movie images you have seen in the Westerns. Austin is a city where trees and plants abound. Live oaks, pecans, cedar elms, and redbuds shade city streets, and city ordinances make it illegal to cut down trees of a certain diameter. Wildflowers, native plants, and grasses provide a year-round palette for both gardeners and Mother Nature as she paints the wild and natural areas of Central Texas.




  Anyone who has visited Austin in the spring when the bluebonnets and Indian paintbrushes are in bloom leaves with a much-changed image of Texas. Hill Country pastures cry out for the brush of Monet, while the grassy banks along city freeways and country roads have been painted with a riot of color thanks to the state highway department’s wildflower planting program.




  The parade of wildflowers continues to bloom through summer and into fall. Every visitor and resident should make a pilgrimage to the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Southwest Austin to take in the beauty, learn about native plants, and pay homage to the former First Lady who made saving American wildflowers a personal crusade (see our Attractions chapter).




  Other examples of Austin natural wonders include Barton Springs, the spring-fed natural swimming pool that sits in the heart of the city’s large downtown greenbelt, Zilker Park (see our Parks & Recreation chapter). Then there are the bats: North America’s largest urban colony of Mexican freetail bats lives under the Congress Avenue bridge spring through fall, and their nightly flight in search of bug dinners draws crowds to the shores of Lady Bird Lake in downtown Austin (see our Attractions chapter). To the west of the city are the Highland Lakes, a chain of artificial lakes that stretch more than 150 miles, encompass 56,000 acres of water, and offer 700 miles of shoreline, making up the greatest concentration of fresh water in Texas. A network of lake and state parks, county and city parks, plus nature preserves and greenbelts surround Austin and provide green havens within the city limits (see our Parks & Recreation chapter).




  In addition to a beautiful environment, Austinites also enjoy a generally benign climate. There are a few weeks in summer, notably late July and August, when the midday sun can take its toll, but since most buildings and cars in the city are air-conditioned, even those days are bearable. In winter there can be some brief spells of cold weather, but freezes are infrequent and snow is very rare, falling in any measurable amount about once every decade. One local tradition that new residents soon learn is the “plant shuffle”—hauling in all those patio plants that are sensitive to a hard freeze and then hauling them back out again a day or two later, but some winters pass without a single hard freeze.




  The so-called “blue norther” is another Texas phenomenon that quickly becomes part of a newcomer’s lexicon. These winter cold fronts often can be seen coming as the wind shifts to the north and the clouds are swept from the sky, allowing temperatures to fall into the 40s and 30s. Visitors often are astounded by how quickly the temperature falls, going from 70-something to 40-some-thing literally in minutes—a good reason to carry a sweater in winter.




  Spring is usually the rainy season, but Austin also enjoys spring days that border on the sublime, when residents can keep their windows open night and day. The average yearly rainfall is 32 inches, and there are on average 116 clear days, 114 partly cloudy days, 135 cloudy days, and 84 days with measurable rain. While winters are mild, sudden summer thunderstorms can be threatening. The Hill Country is riddled with what appear to be dry creek beds, but after a sudden spring or summer rainfall they quickly become dangerous, as flash floods rage along their paths. Never try to drive across a flooded creek bed, and be aware of weather warnings about lightning storms and infrequent tornadoes.




  For much of the year, the weather is benevolent and beautiful, allowing Austinites to spend their leisure time outdoors enjoying the many parks and recreational facilities in the area, perhaps a cup of coffee at an outdoor cafe, or a walk along Lady Bird Lake in the heart of downtown. But when the sun goes down they turn to other activities, enjoying the area’s casual dining scene (see our Restaurants chapter) and the abundant nightlife.




  THE MUSIC SCENE




  Boasting the hottest live music scene in the country, Austin rocks day and night with just about any style of music imaginable: blues, country, jazz, folk, funk, punk, bluegrass, Tejano, rock and roll, alternative, and the savory sounds of our true Texas hybrids. Called a mecca for musical mavericks in 1998 by Billboard magazine, Austin is world renowned for its unique brands of original music and for attracting top-notch performers who would rather live and play in Austin than bend to the prevailing winds of musical fashion elsewhere. Home to the world’s best-known country music outlaw, Willie Nelson, launching stage for the late blues legend Stevie Ray Vaughan, a haven for scores of world-class artists and up-and-comers, Austin is a paradise of live music. Read more about our music haven in The Music Scene chapter, which includes a Close-up on Austin favorites, Willie and Stevie Ray.
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    Notable Events in Austin History




    1730: Spanish explorers establish a temporary mission at Barton Springs.




    1821: Stephen F. Austin sends settlers to the banks of the Colorado River.




    August 1833: The settlers are attacked by Indians.




    March 2, 1836: Texas declares its independence from Mexico.




    1838: Mirabeau Lamar, vice president of the Republic of Texas, goes on a buffalo hunt near the Colorado River and declares, “Here should reside the seat of the future empire.”




    May 1839: A one-story capitol is erected at what is now Colorado and Eighth Streets.




    August 1, 1839: The first city lots are sold in the town initially dubbed “Waterloo.”




    November 1839: Waterloo is renamed Austin in honor of Stephen F. Austin.




    December 1840: Jean Pierre Isidore Alphonse Dubois de Saligny builds the French Legation mission, Austin’s oldest structure still intact.




    February 19, 1846: Texas joins the Union, and Austin is declared the state capital.




    February 1861: Austin and Travis County vote against secession from the Union.




    1874: The first street lamps are placed along Austin’s streets.




    1876: David T. Lamme Sr. opens a candy store on Congress Avenue; the company is still in business in Austin.




    1881: The city charters the University of Texas, and Tillotson Collegiate and Normal Institution opens to provide higher education to African Americans.




    1885: St. Edward’s College opens.




    1886: The Driskill Hotel opens downtown.




    May 16, 1888: The new pink granite capitol opens, replacing the first structure.




    1892: Sculptor Elisabet Ney builds Formosa, her home and studio, in Hyde Park.




    1894: O. Henry dubs Austin “The City of the Violet Crown” in a story titled “Tictocq.”




    1895: Thirty-one so-called moonlight towers cast light over the city.




    April 7, 1900: Austin Dam collapses; eight die and the city is without power for months.




    1918: Andrew Zilker’s land, with iconic Barton Springs, becomes a city park.




    1920: Austin’s population reaches 34,876.




    1923: A major oil find in West Texas on land owned by the University of Texas sets the stage for the establishment of a permanent university fund.




    October 14, 1930: Robert Mueller Municipal Airport opens.




    December 6, 1933: Travis County Beer License No. 01 is issued to Kenneth Threadgill, whose little saloon becomes a major magnet for musicians.




    1937: The 27-story UT Tower is built, prompting J. Frank Dobie to ask why, with all the space in Texas, does a building here have to look like one in New York City.




    1937: Lyndon Baines Johnson is elected to Congress and supports New Deal programs like electrification of the Hill Country, which helps Austin through the Great Depression.




    1941: Mansfield Dam on Lake Travis is completed.




    Thanksgiving Day 1952: Launched by Lyndon and Lady Bird Johnson, Central Texas’s first television station, KTBC, makes its debut.




    1956: The University of Texas is the first major Southern school to admit African-American undergraduates.




    1963: Football Coach Darrell Royal leads the UT Longhorns to their first national championship.




    November 10, 1964: James M. White opens the legendary Broken Spoke.




    April 1, 1966: From his perch in the UT Tower, sniper Charles Whitman shoots, killing 14 and wounding 31, after earlier murdering his mother and wife.




    1967: IBM locates in Austin, later followed by Texas Instruments and Motorola.




    1968: An African American is elected to the Austin school district; three years later the first African American is elected to the city council. Mexican-American candidates succeed in 1972 and 1975 to the same bodies.




    August 7, 1970: The legendary Armadillo World Headquarters opens.




    1971: The LBJ Presidential Library opens.




    1974: KLRU–TV producer Bill Arhos proposes a new music show, Austin City Limits; Willie Nelson stars in the pilot.




    July 15, 1975: Clifford Antone opens his first blues club on Sixth Street.




    1982: Lady Bird Johnson opens her wildflower research center.




    1983: City political and business leaders push successfully for the MCC high-tech consortium to be located in Austin.




    1984: Michael Dell starts his computer company and direct flights, “Nerd Birds,” are launched between Austin and Silicon Valley.




    1994: A seismic shift takes place in state politics as Republicans led by George W. Bush dominate both US Senate seats and most of the state’s highest offices and judicial posts.




    November 7, 2000: Thousands of supporters and media stand in a cold downpour on Congress Avenue, watching the presidential election gridlock.




    October 2004: A record two million yellow “Live strong” bracelets are sold as the legendary cyclist and Austin resident Lance Armstrong rides through the streets of Austin in his annual Ride for the Roses bicycle event, all in support of his cancer-fighting foundation.




    March 2005: Austin-born Whole Foods celebrates its 25th anniversary by opening its huge Landmark Store at Sixth and Lamar, just blocks from its first tiny location.




    September 2006: Beloved Austin resident, former Governor Ann Richards dies. The Congress Avenue Bridge is renamed in her honor. First Lady Lady Bird Johnson dies a year later. Austinites line Congress Avenue and the highway all the way to LBJ Ranch in Johnson City in her honor.




    November 2007: A live oak tree is hoisted atop 360 Condominiums as downtown booms.




    June 2008: An arsonist inflicts heavy damage on the Governor’s Mansion.




    March 2010: Capital Metro opens the 32-mile, $22 million light rail line from Leander in far northwest Austin to downtown.


  




  THE ARTS




  While they haven’t earned equal billing with the Live Music Capital of the World, Austin’s dynamic arts and literary scenes lend the cultural dimension that makes this city such an inviting place to live. Long known as a haven for artists and intellectuals, more and more talented artists have found inspiration in Austin over the past few decades. Today Austin offers more than 250 theater productions a year, including national touring shows and an excellent variety of local productions. There are numerous annual arts and music events throughout the year, including the SXSW (South-By-Southwest) music and media conference in spring and the Texas Book Festival in fall (see our Annual Events & Festivals chapter). Our art museums, galleries, and bookstores abound with fresh voices in both the visual and literary arts. The city also is home to the Texas Film Commission, the state agency that has been successful in bringing many movie productions to what is affectionately called “The Third Coast.” See our chapters on The Literary Scene and The Arts.




  THE UNIVERSITY




  Sprawling over 357 acres in the very heart of Central Austin, the University of Texas is an omnipresent force throughout this region. UT’s contribution to Austin’s economy and to its intellectual, political, and artistic development over the past 115-plus years has helped make Austin the envy of Texas and one of the coolest places in the land to live, work, study, and play. With about 50,000 students, UT gives Austin much of its youthful energy while bolstering its reputation as one of the country’s hippest small cities. A breeding ground for intellectuals and a renowned research center, UT is one factor driving Austin’s knowledge-intensive economy today. What’s more, UT rewards Austinites almost daily by offering a rich variety of artistic, educational, and sporting events.




  Although it’s not considered one of the country’s most beautiful campuses, UT nevertheless is a sight to behold. Towering shade trees, sculptures and fountains by world-class artists, dozens of architectural wonders representing more than a century of development, and the 27-story UT Tower that soars as a landmark for all of Austin give the UT campus its unique flair. UT-Austin, the flagship of the system’s 15 campuses spread throughout the state, is a source of pride for all Texans. Read about UT in our Attractions, Spectator Sports, The Arts, and Higher Education chapters and about its libraries in The Literary Scene chapter.




  UT’s size and importance to the economic development of Central Texas over the past century make UT Austin’s most significant institute of higher learning. But our other colleges and universities—St. Edward’s University in South Austin, Huston-Tillotson on the east side, Concordia University near UT, Southwestern University north of us in Georgetown, Texas State University south in San Marcos, and Austin Community College’s campuses all over the region—combine to give Central Texas its fame as an educational Eden (see our Higher Education chapter).




  i Visitors to Austin are captivated by the flora in Central Texas, particularly the abundant wildflowers. The University of Texas Press publishes a wonderful full-color guide called Texas Wildflowers by Campbell and Lynn Loughmiller. The book has a foreword by Lady Bird Johnson.




  GOVERNMENT




  The Austin economy rests on three sectors: higher education, government, and the high-tech industry. The State of Texas employs approximately 50,000 people in the Austin area. As the state capital, the city is headquarters for many state agencies and, of course, the legislature and high courts.




  The Texas legislature is convened on the second Tuesday of January in odd-numbered years for a 120-day regular session. Special sessions are occasionally called at other times by the governor. During the biennial session Austin takes on a little different air as hotels and restaurants fill with politicians, their staffs, and lobbyists. But Austin is also a political city year-round, since many legislative staffers live here, along with those agency heads, judges, and state bureaucrats who live, eat, and breathe the political air of the city.




  Austin is also known for its active local political scene where the environment and the fight to keep Austin true to itself are always center stage.




  HIGH-TECH




  The third major pillar of the Austin economy is a relative newcomer. High-tech is now an integral part of the picture, and the three largest private-sector employers in Austin are technology companies—Dell Computer Corp., Motorola Inc., and IBM Corp. The vibrant music industry, a burgeoning film scene, and an up-and-coming multimedia sector have added to the diverse economic picture, giving Austin a much wider economic base and ensuring that it is not as subject to the whims of a single economic sector’s ups and downs as it was in the past.




  Austin’s homegrown computer titan, Dell Computer Corp., along with other Fortune 500 companies that established Central Texas branches in the 1980s and 1990s, brought tens of thousands of jobs to become the driving force behind this region’s economy. What’s more, it didn’t take too long for the Texas spirit of adventure to emerge in a big way in the technology field, and venture capital has played a major role.




  Oil wildcatters of earlier decades enhanced Texas’s mystique as a hotbed of fiercely independent risk-takers, but a new breed of prospectors is leading Austin today. Armed with computer chips rather than drill bits, Austin’s modern wildcatters are gambling on start-up technology companies in computers and especially in software development.




  GROWTH ISSUES




  Long known as a low-growth region, Austin lived out its unique vision for more than 150 years without much concern for policies in then-far-off Round Rock, Cedar Park, Dripping Springs, and other neighboring communities. But as this booming region expands into one big metropolis, Austin now is faced with developing a plan for the future that encompasses all of Central Texas’s concerns. Growth has been the No. 1 topic in Austin for the last two decades, and now those once-small, quiet communities like Cedar Park and Dripping Springs are wrestling with the same issue.
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    Texas Pronunciation Guide




    “Texas—It’s a whole other country!” Turns out the ad slogan used to promote Texas as a tourist destination is right, at least when it comes to the local lingo. Newcomers and visitors to Austin can be confounded by the local eccentricities in language, so we have developed this handy primer:




    Balcones (Bal-CONE-niss): A geological fault line that runs north-south through the city. This is just the first of several Spanish names that are not pronounced the way you were taught in high school Spanish.




    Boerne (BURN-nee, rhymes with Bert and Ernie): A small town southwest of Austin noted for its dude ranches. Just as many local names have their roots in Mexican culture, many also derive from German settlers.




    Bowie (BOO!-ee): As in that buoy in the water. A hero of the Alamo, Jim Bowie gave his name to both a knife and an Austin high school.




    Brazos (BRAA-ziss): A Texas river that runs through Waco and the name of a downtown Austin street. All seven major Texas rivers give their names to downtown, north-south streets in Austin; memorize their names and their respective east-west position on the Texas map and you will know how to find them in downtown Austin (see our Getting Here, Getting Around chapter).




    Buchanan (Buck-ANN-un): Rhymes with buckin’ bronco and is one of the Highland Lakes northwest of Austin.




    Buda (BYEW-dah): Rhymes with phew! This is a small town just south of Austin.




    Bonnell (Bun-NELL): That’s Mount Bonnell, a popular spot to take in a view of Austin (see our Attractions chapter).




    Burnet (BURN-it): Rhymes with “durn it.” It’s an Austin road and a Hill Country town.




    Cameron Road (CAM-run): Drop the middle syllable here, and you’ll sound okay.




    Coupland (COPE-land): As in Aaron Copland, home of the famous Coupland Dance Hall.




    Dessau (DESS-aw): Dessau Lane is in North Austin.




    Del Valle (Dell Valley): Another Spanish word that has been Texas-ized, Del Valle is a neighborhood southeast of Austin near the airport.




    Elgin (ELL-ghin): No gin here (it rhymes with “kin”), or vermouth, just sausages. This small town east of Austin makes a famous German-style sausage.




    Gruene (Green): The German word for green and the name of a small town south of Austin known for its antiques shops and artists (see our Day Trips & Weekend Getaways chapter).




    Govalle (Go Valley): Another Spanish word corrupted by gringo tongues? Surprise! No, this is derived from a Swedish phrase go val meaning “good grazing land,” and Swedish settlers gave this name to fertile pastureland east of Austin along the Colorado River. A cabin built there in 1840 by S. M. Swenson, the first Swedish settler in Texas, is now found in the Zilker Park Garden Center (see our Attractions chapter).




    Guadalupe (GWA-da-loop): If you can remember Alley Oop, you will quickly get the hang of this street name. The portion of Gwadaloop that runs through the University of Texas campus is known as “The Drag.”




    Huston (HYOU-stun): As in Sam Houston, and part of the name of Huston-Tillotson College (see our Higher Education chapter).




    Jager (YAY-gahr): That’s Yeager as in Chuck “The Right Stuff” Yeager and the name of a lane, now a major roadway, in North Austin.




    Koenig (KAY-nig): Another German name that was given to a lane in North Austin and another of those “lanes” that is now a major thoroughfare.




    Kreuz (Cry-tzz): You don’t really have to know how to pronounce this name if you have good sense of smell. Simply start sniffing as you approach Lockhart, and your nose will carry you to the famous barbecue spot (see our Annual Events & Festivals chapter).




    Lavaca (La-VAH-cah): One of the few Spanish names pronounced correctly here, it means “the cow” and is he name of a Spanish explorer, an Austin street, and a Texas river.




    Llano (LAN-oh): The name means “plains” in Spanish, but historians believe the county and town of the same name northwest of Austin take their name from the Llano River in the plains west of the Hill Country.




    Manchaca (MAN-shack): Not only has this Spanish word been given the Texas treatment, but the spelling has been changed as well. Legend says a spring south of Austin was named for Colonel Jose Antonio Menchaca, scion of an old San Antonio family. The “e” was changed to an “a” over the years. The Manchaca community is now part of the growing Austin, but the elementary school there has been named for Menchaca with the original spelling.




    Manor (MAY-ner): Forget your “to the manor born” accent when pronouncing the name of this community east of Austin and opt for a down-home twang.




    New Braunfels (New BRAWN-fells): This is one of several picturesque Hill Country towns that owe much of their character to German settlers (see our Day Trips chapter).




    Pedernales (PUR-der-nal-liss): This “purdy” river runs through the LBJ Ranch near Johnson City (see our Day Trips chapter).




    Pflugerville (FLEW-ger-ville): The “p” is silent here, but this booming small town northeast of Austin is not a quiet backwater anymore.




    Rio Grande (REE-oh Grand): If it was good enough for John Wayne, then it’s good enough for those Austinites who drop the final syllable on the street name here.




    San Jacinto (San Jah-SIN-tow): In Spanish it would be “San Hah-seen-toh,” but locals opt for the hard “J” here when they pronounce the name of this downtown street.




    San Marcos (San MAR-kiss): Round vowels are not the preferred Texas pronunciation, like the name of this college town south of Austin.


  




  Growth has been a double-edged sword for the Austin area. It has brought economic stability and even boom times, but it also has put stress on the environment. It has led to more restaurants, more shops, more donations to the arts, and contributions to the cultural scene, but it also has put pressure on infrastructure and public resources. However, growth also has led to dynamic, creative solutions, has revitalized old neighborhoods, given downtown a new vibrancy, and brought people together in new ways.




  AUSTIN OVERLOOK




  We called this section Overlook because visitors get many of the grandest views of this city looking down from one of its many hills or from above: the first view of the city from an airplane, a tapestry of lights surrounding two distinctive landmarks, the capitol and the University of Texas tower; a view of the downtown sky line from a scenic lookout point on Capital of Texas Highway west of the city; or the sun shimmering on Lake Travis at sunset, viewed from the deck of a lakeside restaurant; the reflections of the downtown lights in Lady Bird Lake viewed from a high-rise hotel; the view of the city from a picnic site on Mount Bonnell.




  

    

      Weather Watch




      Local weather forecasts are available from a variety of sources, including the websites of four local television stations:




      1. KTBC-TV, Channel 7, www.myfoxaustin.com




      2. KVUE-TV, Channel 24, www.kvue.com




      3. KXAN-TV, Channel 36, www.kxan.com




      4. KEYE-TV, Channel 42, www.keyetv.com




      Time Warner Channel 8, www.news8austin.com, a 24-hour news channel, has weather “on the eights” every hour. The Austin American-Statesman, www.statesman.com, and the television stations listed above will send e-mail and cell phone weather alerts to subscribers.


    


  




  But Austin is not a city to be experienced only from above—or from afar. To get the most of this city, walk among the people and the places that have made Austin what it is today. So many of the places visitors find enjoyable are places the locals love to visit also.




  By the time you’re ready to leave Austin, if you can tear yourself away, you’ll really know what it means when the locals bid you farewell with a “Y’all come back.” You might even find yourself responding, “Y’all take care!”
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  HISTORY




  




  Sam Houston rarely lost a fight. Of all the heroes who struggled for Texas’s independence from Mexico, General Houston had been the one to lead the decisive bloody conflict. His troops had captured the ruthless Mexican dictator, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, at the Battle of San Jacinto on April 26, 1836. As commander-in-chief of the Texas Army, he had altered the destiny of a continent.




  As a youth he had gone off on his own to live among the Indians and had been accepted as a son by a chief of the Cherokees. His Indian name, Co-lon-neh, meaning “The Raven,” would add luster to his legend. Houston had served as governor of Tennessee before striking out for the wilds of Texas. He was among the courageous leaders who had signed the Texas Declaration of Independence at Washington-on-the-Brazos on March 2, 1836, and he had already served a term as the first elected president of the fledgling Republic of Texas. He was the ultimate prototype of the new Texan: tall, independent, fearless, self-assured, every bit the maverick, a hero among heroes.




  And he was furious. The year was 1839, and the new president of the Republic, Mirabeau Lamar, was suggesting that Texas’s permanent capital be established in the tiny hamlet of Waterloo. The hamlet, on the banks of the Colorado River, sat in the middle of nowhere, perched on the edge of a wild frontier. The US border was 250 arduous miles east at the Sabine River, while the disputed Texas-Mexico boundary stood just half that distance away at the Nueces River. Comanche Indians occupied the hills nearby. Mexican marauders could invade at any time. Besides, Houston had already secured a pledge from the Texas government that the capital would remain, at least until 1840, in the town that bore his own name—or so he thought.




  Lamar had other ideas. He envisioned a Texas empire that spread far into the west. Moving the capital to the center of the Republic, he believed, would give Texas a launching point from which to carve out its future. Lamar dreamed of the newly adopted Lone Star flag sailing one day over lands still controlled by Mexico and the Indians.




  While camping near Waterloo on an excursion with Texas Rangers the year before, Lamar had awakened to shouts that a buffalo herd had been spotted nearby. He rode out and shot the biggest buffalo some had ever seen. As fate would have it, his prey had been standing right on the corner of what would become the heart of downtown Austin at Congress Avenue near Eighth Street. Lamar recalled the beautiful spot when it came time to assign a commission to select Texas’s permanent capital.




  THE CAPITAL OF TEXAS




  The new capital was to be named Austin in honor of the “Father of Texas,” Stephen F. Austin, who less than 20 years before had brought the first Anglo settlers to the territory. Citizens of Houston, Washington-on-the-Brazos, Matagorda, and other Texas towns lobbied hard for the capital. But there was something about Waterloo that drew out the romantic in the roughest of men. According to articles published in the Austin American-Statesman, Indian fighter James Jones described the scene in letters to President Lamar in 1839: “We are marching through a beautiful country—its face presents a scene of grandeur and magnificence rarely, if ever witnessed,” Jones wrote. “It is the most beautiful and sublime scene. Rome itself with all its famous hills could not surpass the natural scenery of Waterloo.”




  Equally infatuated, commissioners investigating potential capital sites filed this report: “The imagination of even the romantic will not be disappointed on viewing the valley of the Colorado, and the fertile and gracefully undulating woodlands and luxuriant prairies at a distance from it. The most skeptical will not doubt its healthiness, and the citizen’s bosom must swell with honest pride when, standing in the portico of the capitol of this country, he looks abroad upon a region worthy only of being the home of the brave and free.”




  Waterloo, renamed Austin, got the nod in April 1839. For the next 33 years Austin would have a precarious grip on the seat of government.




  Despite objections from Sam Houston and many others who believed it was madness to venture to the very brink of civilization, Lamar moved quickly to establish the new center of government. He dispatched a veteran of the Texas Revolution, Edwin Waller, to lay out the town and begin construction of its public buildings.




  “Convinced that delay would give the opposition an opportunity to crystallize, Waller resolved to have Austin ready when Congress convened in November,” Austin historian David C. Humphrey wrote in his book, Austin: An Illustrated History, “Despite the frenzied pace, Waller planned his infant city in a manner that has pleased its citizens and visitors ever since.”




  Waller’s popularity soared in the town he designed. In January 1840 he won unanimous election as mayor by the town’s 187 voters.




  As the capitol and other wooden public buildings took shape along Congress Avenue (the capitol was surrounded by stockades to protect it against Indian attack), more and more souls moved to Austin, many to take jobs as public servants in the fledgling government, some to set up private professions and businesses, still others arriving with their owners as slaves. By 1840 Austin’s population had grown to 856, according to an informal census taken by a resident, the Reverend Amos Roark. The population, by Roark’s count, totaled 711 whites and 145 blacks and included 75 religious people, 35 mechanics, 6 doctors, 4 lawyers, and 20 gamblers.




  Sam Houston, still seething over the transfer of power to Austin, made plans to end this wild experiment once and for all. Having been reelected president of the Republic, succeeding Lamar in September 1841, Houston was provided the perfect excuse when invading Mexicans briefly recaptured San Antonio in 1842—causing nearly the whole population of Austin to flee. He ordered the official papers be transferred from Austin to Washington-on-the-Brazos, the site Houston had selected for the interim capital. In what has gone down in history as the “Archive War,” however, a group of the remaining Austinites fired a cannon at their Texas brethren, and then chased them into the night to recover the papers. The following day, December 31, 1842, the victors returned the archives to Austin. Sam Houston, ever the rebel, continued to conduct his presidential business at Washington-on-the-Brazos. Austin, with no reason for existence, slipped into decline as Comanche raids grew more frequent.




  This was the darkness before the dawn, as it turned out. A constitutional convention held in Austin on July 4, 1845, voted to approve the United States’ offer to annex Texas. Austin was again chosen the interim capital, this time of the State of Texas. In a poignant ceremony held at high noon on February 19, 1846, Texas President Anson Jones declared, “The Republic of Texas is no more.” While the decadelong experiment in frontier democracy had come to an end, its legacy would live on in generations of proud Texans yet to be born.




  THE 28TH STATE




  With Texas representing the 28th star on the flag of the United States, Austin’s tensions could ease somewhat. The Mexican-American War, fought largely on Mexican soil, settled the international boundary far south of Austin along the Rio Grande with the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. By 1850, when Austin won another 20-year term as the state capital, the city claimed just 629 residents. Ten years later, the population had grown to 3,494, nearly a third of them slaves, as the number of government jobs grew and the private sector expanded. While the threat of Indian attack remained strong in the new capital during those years, stalwart Austinites moved ahead to build a lasting city. Texas’s first permanent state capitol was open for business by 1853, and the city’s master builder, Abner Cook, completed the Governor’s Mansion (which was extensively damaged by fire in 2008) by 1856. The architecturally magnificent Texas Land Office Building, which today is the Capital Complex Visitors Center, was completed by 1857. The future looked bright. Then came the Civil War—and secession.




  Sam Houston had envisioned Texas as part of the United States since the early days of the Republic. Now, as the 70-year-old governor of Texas, “Old Sam” denounced the idea of seceding from the Union, despite the incendiary slavery issue and other grievances about states’ rights that increasingly angered the South. In the face of growing revolt against the Union, Houston departed the Austin Governor’s Mansion and traveled around the state in an attempt to prevent secession. Houston biographer Marquis James reported in The Raven that the aging statesman faced an angry mob in Galveston and still would not back down. “Some of you laugh to scorn the idea of bloodshed as the result of secession,” Houston told the throng. “But let me tell you what is coming. You may, after the sacrifice of countless millions of treasure and hundreds of thousands of lives, as a bare possibility, win Southern independence, but I doubt it.”




  In February 1861, Texas voted overwhelmingly to secede. On March 16, the ever-defiant Houston stepped down as governor rather than take the oath of allegiance to the Confederacy. Despite all his former ill-will toward Austin as the capital, Houston must have taken a small degree of pleasure in learning that Austin and Travis County, as well as neighboring Williamson County, also voted against secession at first. As historian Humphrey reported, Austin was a slave city just as Texas was a slave state, but Austinites, like Sam Houston, “opposed efforts to precipitate Texas ‘into revolution.’” After war broke out in April, however, most of tolerant Austin accepted the secession and hundreds of local men and boys marched off to battle. Four years later, Houston’s dire prediction came true when the South fell.




  While Austin had grown by nearly 3,000 people between 1850 and 1860, the war had taken its toll. By 1870, when Union forces (commanded for a time by General George Armstrong Custer) ended a five-year occupation of Austin, the city claimed just 4,428 residents, not even a thousand more than a decade before. A good portion were freed slaves eager to start new lives. Clarksville, still on the west side of town today, became just one of several thriving black communities that grew up during this period (see the Relocation chapter).




  Austin was set to take off. But first it had to battle the city of Houston once again. Austin’s 20-year term as interim capital had expired, and the issue again was to be put to a vote. The debate raged across the miles as each side volleyed nasty remarks about its opposition. Houston, according to Austinites, was home to “fetid, green-scum-covered bayous,” while Austin was called a “bleak, inhospitable rocky waste.” In November 1872 Austin won the vote by nearly a 2-to-1 margin over its longtime rival. Four years later, the new state constitution designated Austin the permanent capital. At long last, the issue was settled.




  A THRIVING CAPITAL




  The years following the Civil War became a time of unprecedented growth for Austin and for Texas as a whole. Despite the enormous suffering brought by the war, the state remained physically undamaged. While much of the South was in shambles, Texas offered huge expanses of open frontier just awaiting settlement. Southern in heritage and yet so Western in character, Texas became the great Southwestern frontier as immigrants poured in. With the coming of the railroad in 1871, Austin surged full steam ahead. The city more than doubled its 1870 population within 10 years, growing to 11,013. The newcomers arrived largely from the South but also from Europe. Germans, more than any other European ethnic group, forged new lives here, but Swedes, English, Irish, Italians, and Poles came too. Congress Avenue and Pecan Street (now Sixth Street) became the commercial and political center of this thriving region.




  The Texas Constitution, which encouraged immigration, certainly contributed to the state’s, and Austin’s, open attitude toward diversity as both American and foreign-born newcomers discovered a warm climate of acceptance. Great homes and commercial buildings designed to last the ages appeared on the landscape. Scholz Garten, a restaurant and beer garden built by German immigrant August Scholz in 1866, would become a popular gathering spot for Austin citizens of all nationalities during these years—and remains so to this day. Allen Hall, the first building west of the Mississippi River dedicated to the higher education of blacks, rose up on Austin’s east side at Tillotson College, chartered in 1877 and opened to students by 1881. Austin, meanwhile, rallied for its next important phase.




  Back in 1839, President Lamar had gained recognition as the Father of Education when, at his urging, the Congress of the Republic set aside land in each existing county to be used for public education. In Austin a 40-acre site named College Hill had been designated for a university. But Texas in those early days lacked the resources for such a grand scheme, so education had been left to churches and private schools. In 1854 Governor Elisha Pease had signed a bill establishing the Texas Public School System. Now it was time to do something about a university. The Constitution of 1876 called for establishment of “a university of the first class.” The location for the University of Texas was to be decided by a vote of the people.




  College Hill had been standing by for nearly four decades. But with the location suddenly up for grabs, town leaders throughout the state quickly moved to claim the university as their own. Ten towns, including Waco, Lampasas, Tyler, and Matagorda, vied with Austin for the honor. But Austin had an ace in the hole in a man by the name of Alexander Penn Woolridge, a New Orleans–born, Yale-educated up-and-comer. As head of the Austin campaign, Woolridge, according to Humphrey, flooded Texas with pro-Austin literature, pointing out the city’s beauty, healthfulness, central location, and the fact that Austin already had land ready and waiting. East Texas voters went solidly for Tyler, but Austin triumphed, and Woolridge went on to serve Austin in one capacity or another for four decades. A wonderful downtown city park (see the Parks & Recreation chapter) is named for him. On September 15, 1883, townspeople gathered for an inaugural ceremony in the unfinished Main Building on College Hill, right on the original 40-acre site. In 1885 St. Edward’s opened as a Catholic college on Austin’s southern edge.




  Three years later, on May 16, 1888, the youngest son of Sam Houston dedicated the magnificent new Texas State Capitol with the words, “Here glitters a structure that shall stand as a sentinel of eternity to gaze upon the ages.” Presiding majestically over the hill looking down Congress Avenue, the capitol was, indeed, a site to behold.




  BUILDING A VIABLE ECONOMY




  Seat of government. Center of education. The twin economic pillars for Austin’s development stood as solidly as the glorious new structures that served as their symbols. Instead of bringing instant wealth to Austin, however, the University of Texas struggled in its early years. In fact, all of Austin struggled to define its economic future. Early dreams of a commercial center ushered in by the railroad failed to materialize as rail lines spread and shippers found other cities more convenient. The Colorado River proved unnavigable, dashing hopes for lucrative barge traffic. Factories were few and far between. Still, Austin remained the seat of political power in Texas. Along with important government jobs came the prestige of catering to the state’s most influential men.




  Besides, if jobs didn’t come from huge factories or meccas of trade, enterprising Austinites would just invent their own. Retailers, lawyers, doctors, journalists, butchers, bakers, and brewers as well as operators of boardinghouses, brothels, and saloons all found work in Austin. Builders certainly didn’t lack work. Some of Austin’s finest historic buildings today, including the regal hotel built by cattle baron Jesse Driskill, opened in the latter decades of the 19th century. The distinguished neighborhood of Hyde Park in then far North Austin, which touted electric street car service, got its start during this period and became Austin’s first suburb (see the Relocation chapter), while celebrated European sculptor Elizabet Ney set about building her elegant Hyde Park studio. A few blocks west of Congress Avenue, a neighborhood of wealthy merchants and bankers rose up. Churches, hospitals, and a courthouse dotted the Austin landscape, along with two grand opera houses that served the growing population’s desire for cultural entertainment. Contributing to that scene were locally formed bands as well as the Austin Saengerrunde, a singing society founded by the city’s German immigrants in 1879.




  By the late 1880s Austin’s growing number of professors and students bestowed a scholarly touch on the region, while the presence of the artist Ney and the short-story writer who would later become famous as O. Henry foreshadowed future artistic and literary communities. O. Henry would later give Austin one of its most endearing nicknames, “the City of the Violet Crown,” in honor of the purplish cast that emerges over the city at dusk. (Some say the color comes from the cedar pollen in the air.)




  “Austin’s diverse population grew like the town itself during these years,” historian John Edward Weems wrote in the 1989 Austin American-Statesman supplement, “Austin 1839–1989.” “The diversity helped give the town a degree of tolerance that, however slight at first and however imperfect still today, broadened into an accommodation of people with a remarkable variety of beliefs and lifestyles.”




  Through it all, dreams of commerce and manufacturing remained strong among some of Austin’s leaders. By 1893 Austinites gathered to celebrate the opening of a new million-dollar dam on the Colorado River and the beautiful lake it created. The dam was aimed at producing enough hydroelectric power for both the city and for the manufacturing plants city officials expected would come along to propel Austin to prosperity. Lake McDonald, named for John McDonald, the building contractor-turned-mayor who had championed the dam, quickly became the city’s prime recreational center. Accompanied by their dapper escorts, fashionable ladies wearing flower-topped bonnets boarded the great steamers Ben Hur and the Belle of Austin for relaxing cruises on the lake by day and dances by night. Rowing regattas at the lake attracted sports enthusiasts from around the world. Sunbathers and swimmers relaxed on shore, while the town elite snapped up resort properties along the perimeter.




  Despite its increasingly civilized appearance, Austin retained much of its frontier flavor during the last two decades of the 19th century. In 1881 Austinites exhibited a mixture of tolerance and plain common sense by electing Ben Thompson to the job of city marshal. Thompson, considered the best gunfighter in the West by many, was also one of Pecan Street’s most notorious gamblers. “During his tenure as marshal, it was claimed that major crime dropped to an all-time low,” wrote Larry Willoughby in his book, Austin: A Historical Portrait. Unfortunately, the colorful Thompson resigned in 1882 to face murder charges in San Antonio and was killed later in a saloon shoot-out. Well into the 1890s, according to Humphrey, “Cowboys were familiar figures, and horses tied to hitching posts lined dusty Congress Avenue. Along the east side of the Avenue the saloons, cowmen, and gamblers were so thick in the evenings that ‘ladies’ would not think of walking there.”




  Austin’s red-light district grew into an enterprise during these years. Located west of Congress Avenue and called Guy Town, “it was not at all an unpopular part of town for many men—Austin residents, male visitors, and legislators,” reported Weems. “It was said that additional women were brought in when the state government blossomed into full lawmaking activity.”




  THE 20TH CENTURY




  Austin’s Wild West spirit didn’t disappear overnight, but the coming of the 20th century marked the beginning of its decline. By New Year’s Day 1900 Austin’s eyes were clearly focused on the future—and progress. Only one small item appeared on the front page of the local paper that day to indicate anything might be awry in the land of opportunity. “Saturday and yesterday some alarmists were busy circulating the report that there were great leaks in the power-house, in the dam, in the lake, and everywhere else out at the power and light plant up the river,” the article said. “Superintendent Patterson stated that they were without foundation.” Austin got busy with its plans for the new century.




  Whether those “alarmist” reports were true at the time mattered little just three months later when the skies unleashed a torrent of rain. On April 7, 1900, dreams of turning Austin into a manufacturing center were literally swept away along with the seven-year-old dam in a devastating flood that cost at least eight lives, destroyed everything in its path, and left Austin without power for several months. When Austin overcame the shock enough to take stock of its situation—no big business, no big industry—city leaders determined to make the best of it. Austin’s economic future would be built on the twin pillars of education and government the city had fought so hard to win in the past. Besides, they reasoned, Austin was just a beautiful place to live.




  Growth and progress were now the name of the game. Wide and stately, yet made of dirt for more than 60 years, Congress Avenue was finally paved with brick in 1905, while a new concrete bridge replaced a rickety iron bridge across the Colorado River at Congress. “By 1910, Austin had its own skyscrapers, the Scarborough and Little-field buildings. The horseless carriage was no longer considered an intrusion into the lives of ‘civilized’ people, and as early as 1910 the automobile was an invaluable part of Austin’s lifestyle and economy. When the first airplane landed in Austin in 1911, the 20th century had really arrived,” wrote Willoughby.




  COLOR BARRIERS




  While Austinites had always made time for leisure and cultural activities, the coming of the industrial age made those pursuits even easier. Austin’s new Majestic Theatre (now the Paramount) opened in 1915, hosting major touring acts from around the country. Two years later the Austin Symphony Orchestra presented its first concert. Human habitation at Barton Springs, the jewel in a town endowed by enormous natural beauty, has been traced back several thousand years, but the arrival of the automobile made trips to this glorious swimming hole easier for “modern” Austinites. In 1917 Colonel A. J. Zilker gave the city hundreds of acres around the springs for use as a park. UT football, first played in 1893, became a popular spectator sport in the 1900s, along with the horse races that thrilled the crowds in Hyde Park. Grand balls attended by the city’s most fashionable citizens continued at the elegant Driskill Hotel, while the lovely Hyde Park Pavilion hosted other stylish affairs.




  Hyde Park, however, was an exclusively Anglo community; its posh gatherings were barred to Austin’s minorities, as was Barton Springs, to name just two. Austin’s black citizens, who had enjoyed some acceptance during Reconstruction, were now subjected to segregation and discrimination. As far back as 1885 a group of citizens in one ward had formed an “Anti-Colored Movement” to block the reelection of a black city council member, Humphrey reported. During the first decade of the 1900s, Austin’s color barrier became as distinct as in many other cities throughout the South. While the white-robed Ku Klux Klan paraded through Austin streets undeterred, blacks sat in a separate section on streetcars, attended separate schools, drank from separate drinking fountains, and used separate public restrooms—when such facilities could be found. They also increasingly congregated on Austin’s east side, away from their Anglo oppressors. Austin’s many black professionals—doctors, lawyers, dentists, pastors, as well as business owners—found a racially mixed district to work in but remained excluded from Austin “society.” Not until 1950 would the first black student gain admittance to the UT law school—under order from the US Supreme Court.




  Austin’s small but growing Mexican-American population also faced treatment that would be considered despicable today. Most of the town’s Mexicans had been chased out of town during the 1850s, while those who had followed found themselves still considered foreigners despite their birthright. Even worse, some Austinites counted them as enemies because of the Texas Revolution, forgetting that many Mexicans living in the region during the war had fought—and died—for Texas.




  By 1910 Austin claimed not quite 30,000 citizens. Houston, already a railroading and shipping center, witnessed huge industrial development following Texas’s first great oil strike in the region in 1901. Its population had surged to nearly 79,000 by 1910. Dallas, enjoying success as a center for insurance, banking, commerce, and the cotton trade, had skyrocketed to 92,000 people. Following World War I, Austin’s population had increased by just 5,000, while Houston and Dallas soared to 128,000 and 156,000, respectively.




  Although not cash rich at the beginning of the Roaring ’20s, the University of Texas did own a great deal of land, including two million acres in West Texas, some of it leased to oil speculators. On Monday morning, May 28, 1923, the Santa Rita oil well blew in a gusher of black gold. The Big Lake Oil Field out west would continue to pump riches into the Permanent University Fund for nearly seven decades. Wealthy for the first time in its 40-year history, UT went on a building spree.




  THE “ATHENS OF THE WEST”




  Now city officials really had something to brag about. Besides the rapidly growing UT, Austin also claimed St. Edward’s University on the south side and two black colleges on the east. Austin was indeed becoming the center of culture, learning, and politics that leaders had envisioned. They began touting Austin as the “Athens of the West,” and citizens responded by earmarking funds to develop the city. Parks and playgrounds, wide boulevards, and public buildings rose up. Austin’s population more than doubled during the 1920s and 1930s, hitting nearly 88,000 by 1940.




  UT’s spending binge, coupled with an influx of local and federal funds, staved off the worst of the Great Depression for Austin, according to local historians. One of the city’s most treasured landmarks today, the 27-story UT Tower, was among many buildings completed on campus during the 1920s and 1930s. President Roosevelt’s New Deal, solidly backed by Austin’s ubiquitous new mayor, Tom Miller, brought millions in construction funds to the area through the Works Progress Administration (WPA). Camp Mabry on Austin’s west side, home to the Texas Volunteer Guard since 1891, mushroomed with new WPA construction, as did other areas of the city. By late 1936, when Forbes magazine reported that Austin was one of the “bright spots in the nation,” it appeared the worst of the Depression was over. And yet Miller, along with Austin’s newly elected US Representative, Lyndon Johnson, won for Austin the country’s first federal housing project, completed in 1939 for the city’s rapidly expanding Mexican-American population.




  Miller, who would remain at the forefront of Austin business and politics throughout the ’30s, ’40s, and even well into the ’50s, was responsible in many ways for fashioning modern Austin. A liberal among liberal Democrats of the era, Miller was a master politician who worked to gain support from all three sectors of Austin’s increasingly tri-racial community. Although he did support racial segregation (not unusual even for liberal Southerners of the era), Miller nonetheless promoted equal civil rights for all.




  “Miller was one of those fairly numerous anomalies in the South—the good businessman, the deep Southerner, who also stood strong on behalf of much of Roosevelt’s New Deal, and Truman’s Fair Deal, civil rights, and the like,” according to Anthony M. Orum, author of Power, Money & the People: The Making of Modern Austin. Low-income housing extended to blacks and Mexican-Americans under his reign, while Miller also saw to it that East Austin’s black community received basic city services. The lovely Rosewood Park that remains today was commissioned by Miller. His broader vision, however, remained on the city’s future growth.




  Among Miller’s greatest coups was his success—along with LBJ—in getting federal Depression-era funds to complete the Austin Dam (now named in his honor) by 1940. Two years later, construction of the Mans-field Dam that created Lake Travis wrapped up efforts around these parts to bring the unpredictable Colorado River under control.




  SHAPING THE FUTURE




  On December 7, 1941, the United States went to war. While Austin’s youth waged battle on far-off fronts, loved ones remained at home, sharing with the rest of the country in the hardships of scarcity and rationing—and the fear that a knock on the door would mean a son, husband, brother, or even a daughter had paid the ultimate price. In 1943 Congressman Johnson and his wife, University of Texas graduate Lady Bird Johnson, bought small Austin radio station KTBC. Nine years later, on Thanksgiving Day 1952, KTBC became Central Texas’s first television station. What more important event could have been chosen as a first broadcast during the heyday of the postwar years? The station aired the football game between arch rivals UT and Texas A&M. UT, of course, prevailed.




  According to Humphrey, the seeds of Austin’s eventual blossoming as a high-tech mecca were also planted in the 1940s with the creation of the Austin Area Economic Development Foundation. Established in 1948 with C. B. Smith as president, the council “foreshadowed and helped shape what was to come,” Humphrey wrote. “Smith’s foundation sought to diversify Austin’s economy in a manner compatible with its ‘way of life.’ Research and development laboratories and high technology companies fit the bill.”




  Austin would also elect its first woman city council member in 1948. Interestingly, Emma Long was not just a female version of the reigning power elite but “an avowed enemy of the city establishment and a champion of the underdog,” as Weems described her.




  GAINING NEW SENSIBILITIES




  Meanwhile, somewhere during the second half of the 1940s, Austin’s population hit 100,000 as the city became one of the fastest growing cities in the Southwest. By 1950 the population had reached 132,459. While nowhere near the size of Houston or Dallas, or even San Antonio, Austin had nevertheless turned into a thriving metropolis.




  The time to address some long-ignored social injustices had arrived. Heman Marion Sweatt’s victorious Supreme Court battle to gain admission to the UT law school in 1950 opened UT’s doors to other black graduate students. Six years later, by decree of the UT Board of Regents, the university admitted its first black undergraduates, while Austin’s public schools began the excruciatingly slow process of integration. In 1954 UT graduate and social activist Ronnie Dugger debuted the Texas Observer in Austin. Within months the small biweekly magazine had established itself as the liberal voice in Texas media, reporting on lynchings in East Texas. (The Observer continues its mission as a liberal voice in Texas media to this day.) As the tide for racial equality swelled across the United States, students at UT and the city’s other colleges spearheaded the Austin movement of the 1950s and 1960s.




  The movement, however, reached beyond UT and the city’s other campuses to extend deep into the community. As a result, Austin experienced nascent political and social enlightenment as established barriers against minorities slowly cracked. Black and Mexican-American communities began taking places in positions of power by the late ’60s and into the ’70s.




  While UT “radical” politics reached back decades, the university boomed during the 1960s as a haven for serious social activists and the hippies who brought their music and their faith in flower power. Austin’s anti-war protesters took to the streets throughout the decade as public opinion against the Vietnam War surged. (In May 1970, students led Austin’s largest protest of the Vietnam era following the deaths of four students in Ohio during an antiwar demonstration at Kent State University.)




  UT enrollment had swelled to more than 25,000 by 1966, although only about half remained on campus for the summer session. The morning of August 1, 1966, dawned like any other hot, lazy summer day in the city. A few hours later, Austin became the site of what was then the largest simultaneous mass murder in American history when a heavily armed 25-year-old UT student and ex-Marine climbed the beloved campus tower and commenced firing. Charles Whitman, who had murdered his mother and his wife the night before, fired round after round at unsuspecting victims below, killing 14 people and wounding 31 more before he was finally shot to death by Austin police. The 19-minute melee would spawn debate across the country over the issue of gun control.




  At the epicenter of America’s turbulent 1960s stood Lyndon Johnson, the former schoolteacher who had risen to political power from his boyhood home 50 miles southwest of Austin. A century had passed since Sam Houston stared Southern slave owners in the face—and lost. Now another tall Texan was storming the bastion of bigotry. He had already guided two civil rights measures through the Senate and as president was fighting for passage of a landmark Civil Rights act. Angry Southerners rebuked Johnson and Lady Bird at every turn, but the Texas leader prevailed. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act a year later. Johnson, however, would be judged at the time not for his efforts on behalf of human rights nor for the dozens of education bills and social reform measures he championed, but for drawing the United States further into the mire of the Vietnam War. Battered by public opinion against the war, Johnson chose not to seek reelection in 1968. He and Lady Bird returned home to their Central Texas ranch.




  THE UPS & DOWNS




  While live music concerts had formed part of the Austin lifestyle since its earliest days, the 1960s would see the city boom with musicians of all kinds. Among UT’s growing “folkie” music crowd was a shy freshman named Janis Joplin, who performed first on campus and later at a popular beer joint called Threadgill’s. Later came the psychedelic sounds, rock ‘n’ roll, the blues, and the country rock that would eventually turn Austin into the Live Music Capital of the World.




  The ’60s brought much more than music and social change, however. Attracted by UT’s excellent reputation for research and development and by the city’s attractive surroundings, high-tech manufacturers moved in. By the end of the decade, Austin claimed three major technology plants: IBM, Texas Instruments, and Tracor. The high-tech revolution had arrived.




  By 1970 Austin’s population topped a quarter million. UT had mushroomed to more than 40,000 students. The number of city, county, state, and federal government employees reached into the thousands, and high-tech firms had become the city’s largest private employers. The Armadillo World Headquarters opened in 1970 and soon earned a nationwide reputation as a hot live music venue. Austin’s cultural explosion during this decade extended into the areas of writing, theater, and visual arts as more and more artists found themselves drawn to the city.




  In the summer of 1970, just a couple of months after UT students rallied 25,000 people for a march in protest of the Kent State shootings, a group of UT students gathered to map out a plan for Austin’s future. Among the students was Jeffrey Friedman, a law school student who had taken a leadership role in the protest march. Armed with the knowledge that the voting age was about to be lowered from 21 to 18, and realizing that students could register by proclaiming they intended to remain in Austin after graduation, the group determined to register thousands of university students. That accomplished, Friedman and a slate of other liberal candidates decided to challenge the existing power structure.




  Friedman, according to Orum, “wanted things to be better in East Austin for the browns and the blacks. He wanted the poor people to have better jobs and better housing. But he also wanted to bring down the forces of the Establishment. He wanted to bring down the rich and the powerful.” For his part, Friedman’s conservative opponent, Wick Fowler, ran on a platform “that hippies were unfit to hold public office.”




  While the conservative business sector claimed the majority of seats on the council that year, Friedman won his race to become the first student and youngest council member. Berl Handcox also won election, becoming the first African American to serve on the city council since the 1880s. Five years later Friedman became Austin’s youngest mayor in what Orum called “the watershed council election of 1975, in which the majority of those elected were liberals.” Among those voted in was John Trevino, Austin’s first Mexican-American council member.




  TREE HUGGERS UNITE




  Apart from the frustration over establishment politics that colored the 1970s, Austin’s population explosion became a source of increasing consternation. Longtime residents mourned the good ol’ days and expressed fears that Austin’s scenic beauty was being bulldozed away to make way for expressways, shopping malls, housing developments, and skyscrapers. The slogan “Keep Austin Weird” became a popular rallying cry during these years. Austin’s increasingly powerful environmental protection groups successfully thwarted major development in several environmentally sensitive areas, while helping to keep the protection of Austin’s natural endowments on the minds of old-timers and newcomers alike—as well as on the front burner of local politics. Lady Bird Johnson, who divided her time between Austin and her ranch nearby, spearheaded a project to beautify Town Lake (renamed Lady Bird Lake after her death), which led to the planting of thousands of trees as well as construction of a hike-and-bike trail and gazebos. Austin had indeed changed radically from its days as a small, sleepy town. But of the nearly 94,000 new residents who would move into Austin during the ’70s, the majority would still be left breathless by the city’s natural appeal—and still are today.




  By the mid-1980s nothing appeared to stand in the way of continued growth. The economy boomed as more high-tech industries moved into Central Texas, bringing investment dollars and plenty of jobs. Austinite Michael Dell started his own little computer company in 1984 to add to the high-tech landscape. Housing costs rose, then skyrocketed, as Austin’s population continued to expand. Banks made exorbitant loans, with little money down, as real estate speculators and tycoon developers snapped up residential and commercial properties around the region.




  Then the bubble burst. Downturns in oil prices—which had already hurt many parts of Texas—contributed to the problem, as did a slump in the technology field, but many economists pointed to the overheated real estate economy as the leading cause of Austin’s recession. For a while during the second half of the decade, it appeared that more people were leaving the city than moving in. Real estate prices plummeted, businesses failed, bankruptcies became common, offices closed. By the end of the decade, according to reports, Austin led the country in the percentage of vacant office space and topped all other Texas cities for amount of indebtedness.




  THE HIGH-TECH ERA IGNITES




  Austin entered 1990 with a gloomy economic forecast. The United States as a whole was in recession, banks remained in turmoil, and another US president who claimed Texas as home, George H. W. Bush, was preparing to declare war on Iraq. Despite earlier indications, however, Austin’s population had grown by nearly 120,000 people during the past decade. In 1993 Apple Computer bought 129 acres in neighboring Williamson County for a financial services and customer support site. That same year, Motorola announced plans to build a $1 billion chip plant in Northeast Austin. Meanwhile, young Austinites Richard Linklater and Robert Rodriguez had each made a low-budget, wildly successful film (Slacker and El Mariachi, respectively) that was to skyrocket them to Hollywood—and help put the Austin film scene on the map. All the while, the beat of Austin music pulsated in every corner of the city.




  By the end of the decade, Austin was riding the crest of another wave in growth and development as Central Texas solidified its reputation as one of the country’s leading high-tech hubs. Dell Computer had grown to become the city’s largest private employer and the world’s third-largest maker of personal computers, with more than $12 billion in annual sales. Samsung built a $1.3 billion Austin plant. Computer manufacturers and chip makers, however, formed just part of the scene. Local start-up companies focusing on software development and the Internet also swelled during the ’90s.




  Along with the economic good times came increasing pressures. Rampant growth became the norm as the city expanded by about 1,500 inhabitants each month throughout the decade. Signs of the changing times were clearly visible everywhere as roads jammed, office space diminished, trees were sacrificed to make way for housing and commercial developments, and school districts scrambled to build new facilities to keep up with expanding enrollment.




  As a result, a new phrase entered the Austin lexicon in 1998: “Smart Growth.” Aiming to develop a city that grew “smart” as it grew fast, the Austin City Council and then-Mayor Kirk Watson presented a series of initiatives designed to protect the environment and to limit sprawl, especially into environmentally sensitive areas, by encouraging development inside the city. Race relations, often ignored in the past, also climbed on the city agenda as more enlightened leaders sought to bring some sense of community to a city that remained fractured in many respects—despite important strides among Austin’s minority racial and ethnic groups over the past 40 years.




  SINGING THE BLUES




  If Austin ever really needed a reason to party, the dawn of the 21st century provided an excellent excuse. Indeed, on December 31, 1999, an estimated 260,000 revelers packed Austin’s “A2K” downtown bash. And why not? These were technological boom times, and the venture capital was flowing as freely as the beer. If the US economy was hot, Austin’s was red hot. Jobs were plentiful, high-tech salaries soared, and the stock market skyrocketed. Locally, dot-coms glittered among the investment darlings of the “new” Internet economy, while the region’s chip makers were selling their goods as fast and furious as Frito-Lay. To the enormous relief of tormented Austin techies, and the partygoers on Sixth Street, the ominously predicted Y2K bug never even hatched.




  By March 2000, Austin officials had signed deals with two computer biggies, software manufacturer Computer Sciences Corp. (CSC) and Intel Corp., to build giant complexes downtown—the heart of Smart Growth territory. These were to be the first in a string of computer companies whose presence in the city center would create a “Downtown Digital District” and thus rejuvenate the entire area. The building boom extended even further as the construction of office towers, posh condominiums, and lofts changed the face of downtown forever.




  True, Austin’s $600 million annual music industry was feeling a pinch as musicians struggled to find affordable housing and clubs faced escalating costs. Austin already had lost three great music venues: Steamboat, the Electric Lounge, and, perhaps worst of all, Liberty Lunch. The Lunch, an Austin leader in live music for nearly a quarter of a century, was demolished to make room for the pending CSC complex and a proposed new City Hall. The city’s poor also suffered. Not only had the number of poor increased, but the gap between the lowest- and highest-paid workers in the private sector had doubled. The basic cost of living increased as demands for goods and services by the area’s high-salaried consumers—and the droves of new Central Texas residents—drove prices up. In fact, when census figures came in, the Austin Metropolitan Statistical area, which includes Austin’s Travis County as well as neighboring Bastrop, Caldwell, Hays, and Williamson Counties, had burgeoned to nearly 1.25 million people—and still the people poured in.




  The stock market rollover of April 14, 2000, caused little more than a sprinkle on the long-running Austin parade. By August another computer biggie, Austin’s Vignette Corp., announced plans to spend more than $100 million on its new downtown complex. Meanwhile, the man living in the Austin Governor’s Mansion, George W. Bush, had clinched the Republican nomination for president and would by year’s end become the third US president from Texas.




  A year that had started on such a high note, however, then went flat. By the end of 2001, Austin musicians weren’t the only ones singing the blues. The Central Texas economy had witnessed its worst downturn in a decade. The stock market plummeted, consumer confidence vanished, venture capital dried up, the chip industry melted, and many developers pulled the plug on downtown plans. To make matters worse, the entire nation was reeling from the September 11 terrorist attacks. The results of Austin’s economic downturn included thousands of workers—especially high-wage earners—laid off, foreclosures on expensive homes and office buildings, shrinking retail sales, school districts scrambling to make ends meet, and cutbacks in state and local government budgets. These were the norm well into 2003. CSC did complete its downtown complex, and several other new public and private buildings now grace the skyline. Fairly or not, however, Intel’s abandoned skeleton of a high-rise stood for years as a grim reminder of better days. In 2003 Mayor Will Wynn and the Austin City Council quietly replaced the Smart Growth plan with a far more extensive economic development policy.




  For various reasons—among them the city’s growing population, reputation as a tech center, increasingly diverse economy, and the fact that high property taxes kept the housing bubble (and subsequent bust) at bay—Austin has weathered the current recession better than many cities across the country. That’s not to say the years since 2008 have been rosy for many here; rather that the city as a whole avoided the worst of the recession. In fact, in a June 2010 report, the Brookings Institute’s Metropolitan Policy Program placed Austin third on its list of 21 strongest-performing metro areas, while CNNMoney.com noted, “The ‘Keep Austin Weird’ campaign must have worked, because the Texas capital is among the country’s oddball cities that bucked the downturn.” On the tech side, meanwhile, Austin scored a major coup in 2010 with the opening of Facebook’s first office outside of Palo Alto, CA. The social media giant plans to hire more than 200 workers over the next three years.




  THE MUSIC BIZ: COLD BEER & HOT TUNES




  Austin luminary Eddie Wilson responds matter-of-factly when asked what launched the spectacular music scene we know today. “Cold beer and cheap pot,” he says with a laugh. Wilson, however, humbly neglects to mention his own contributions to Austin’s rise as a music mecca. As a founder of the renowned Armadillo World Headquarters in 1970, Wilson helped catapult Austin to the big time.




  Of course, the collective talent of the hundreds of artists who have illuminated Austin stages over these many years goes without saying. But Wilson points out, too, that the sizable number of sofas offered to musicians during the ’60s and ’70s allowed brother and sister performers to find, if not a home, at least a place to bed down.




  We’re getting way ahead of ourselves, though. Austin’s music history goes back much further than the 1960s—all the way back to the dance hall pickers, cowboy crooners, and black blues belters who were making music around Austin long before it had any reputation as a musical mecca. Some performed as far back as the 1800s, and those who followed in their footsteps, would continue to fill our city with their own sound of music despite the various musical invasions that followed.




  Some say Austin’s modern music scene started with Travis County Beer License No. 01, issued to one Kenneth Threadgill on December 6, 1933. Threadgill, a singer and yodeler who sold gasoline from the front side of his Gulf service station and bootleg whiskey out the back, stood in line all night to be the first to get a beer license after the county voted to go “wet” following Prohibition. Over the years, this little station evolved into a beer joint and haven for music makers. By the early 1960s the ongoing hootenanny at Threadgill’s was attracting University of Texas “folkie” musicians, including a freshman named Janis Joplin, who gathered for the regular Wednesday night jam sessions. “The folkie invasion of Threadgill’s was a brave move given the general attitude about hip-pies, beatniks, and long-haired men among the rednecks of the era,” Wilson wrote in his book, Threadgill’s: The Cookbook. As things turned out, however, Threadgill’s was just the test kitchen for this bizarre social concoction. A decade later, the Armadillo would perfect the recipe when it became a melting pot of blue-haired grannies, bikers, rednecks, and hippies. Threadgill’s proved that the music, not the costume, mattered most.




  As the ’60s stoked up, Joplin joined up with a few budding UT musicians to form the Waller Creek Boys, a folk group that could play just about any kind of music the Threadgill’s crowd demanded: blues, country, bluegrass, whatever. Other musicians soon began arriving in Austin and finding their way to Threadgill’s. Meanwhile, a few joints near UT, including the Jade Room and the New Orleans Club, were making names for themselves by offering Austin’s flower children the kind of live music that appealed to them.




  UT’s hippies may have invaded Austin, but this was still Texas as sure as shootin’, and no amount of folk, blues, or rock ’n’ roll could wean this town off good old country and western music. In 1964 a young Austinite fresh from service in the Army established a little roadhouse on the southern outskirts of town. The Broken Spoke, as James White would call his restaurant and club, would become a hub for some of the best country bands in Austin and around the country—and remains so to this day.




  By 1965 Joplin had split for San Francisco (being voted the ugliest “male” on campus perhaps hastened the move), and Austin was ripe for a band that could turn on the masses. In the fall of ’65 a band called the 13th Floor Elevators burst on the scene at a Jade Room performance. Fronted by a young, good-looking singer/guitarist named Roky Erickson, the Elevators would go on to record two magical albums, break into the top 40, and carve a lasting place for themselves in the collective consciousness of Austin music disciples.




  Despite Austin’s own psychedelic sounds, the blossoming of the counterculture revolution, and the drugs that fueled the movement, Austin at that time was still firmly rooted in Bible Belt mores and morality. By the fall of 1967 “there wasn’t a hint of the now-bustling music biz in our town,” Spencer Perskin, a member of another notable Austin band of the time, Shiva’s Headband, wrote in the Austin Chronicle in 1993. “To perform only original material was considered almost outrageous by our musician friends, and there was zero tolerance for us at the few bars around town [serving beer only at the time]. Only the opening of the Vulcan Gas Company gave us the foothold we would need.”




  The Vulcan Gas Company, Austin’s first musical haunt for hippies, opened in 1967 at 400 Congress Ave., just 10 blocks from the state capitol. The 13th Floor Elevators, Shiva’s Headband, and another esteemed Austin band called the Conqueroo all found a home at the Vulcan, while “groundbreaking acts such as the Velvet Underground, Moby Grape, and the Fugs would have bypassed the entire state of Texas if not for the Vulcan,” wrote Joe Nick Patoski and Bill Crawford in their book, Stevie Ray Vaughan: Caught in the Crossfire. The experiment lasted only three years. The Vulcan closed in 1970. As the new decade dawned, however, Austin was set to explode onto the national music stage.




  On August 1, 1970, Armadillo World Headquarters opened as a counterculture concert hall. “We wanted to create an entertainment facility that was different from anything Austin had ever seen,” Wilson told the Insiders’ Guide. Indeed. Despite early wobblings, the Armadillo succeeded in drawing throngs of fans desperate to hear top touring bands and even more of the original music that was by then the “in” thing. As the music grew better and better and the number of fans multiplied, talented musicians from around the country started appearing at the Armadillo. Other entrepreneurs riding the coattails of the Armadillo’s success began opening clubs all over town.




  “Through the interest of a curious national press and word-of-mouth communication by touring musicians, Austin gained almost overnight a reputation as one of the most exciting centers of music activity in the country,” Austinite Jan Reid wrote in his book, The Improbable Rise of Redneck Rock.




  Still, the list of ingredients that went into Austin’s magical musical brew was far from complete. Willie Nelson’s return to his native Texas led the way for a rising tide of young musicians whose music was labeled progressive country, country rock, and redneck rock. A young country rock group led by Marcia Ball, called Freda and the Firedogs, catered to this new breed of music listeners, while Jerry Jeff Walker also settled in. San Antonio native Doug Sahm, who’d found musical success on the West Coast, came home to Texas to leave an indelible mark on the Austin music scene. (A small monument to him was unveiled on “Doug Sahm Hill” near The Long Center in 2010.) Michael Murphey released his album Cosmic Cowboy Souvenirs in 1973, which unwittingly gave a name to the musical rebels. With the arrival of these and other “cosmic cowboys,” Austin burst on the national scene as the hub of the redneck rock movement.




  Suddenly, hippies and rednecks found themselves bonded by a common sound, rock- and blues-infused country and western music. Local radio station KOKE–FM began exalting the new sound, calling it “progressive country.” The pickup truck became the preferred mode of transportation, while no self-respecting, long-haired, cowboy-hatted “goat roper” would be caught dead drinking anything but a longneck beer.




  “This was a direct reversal of the previous decade’s attitudes, when the city’s young pacesetters, rebelliously rejecting haircuts while embracing rock, folk, and blues, would have preferred to drink muddy water and sleep in a hollow log rather than betray affinity with their hillbilly cousins,” Clifford Endres wrote in his book, Austin City Limits.




  Before long, however, Willie was on to his next incarnation as a musical outlaw and Austin moved on to new sounds.




  The time had come for Austin’s music scene to go national. With Willie Nelson as a featured act, Austin’s own country music program, Austin City Limits, hit the airwaves in the spring of 1975. The program, still airing on Public Broadcasting Stations around the country, features the best-known acts in music today. In the past three and a half decades, ACL has taken its place among the city’s music legends.




  The cosmic cowboys may have dominated the music scene for a good spell during the 1970s, but theirs wasn’t the only sound in town. Down at the Broken Spoke, fans of traditional country music found a refuge away from the city’s invading hippies. (Austin lore has it that young men with hair longer than their dates’ were refused service at the Spoke during these years.)




  On other stages, a band that included a young guitarist by the name of Eric Johnson blasted out a radically different tune. The Electromagnets, as the quartet called itself, “generated fan reaction proportional to the volume of its music, gathering an intense, almost worshipful, fan base that seemed to expand with each live date,” Austin American-Statesman music critic Michael Point wrote in a 1998 article celebrating the re-issue of the Electromagnets self-titled album.




  A group of West Texas singer/songwriters also migrated to Austin during the 1970s. Joe Ely, Butch Hancock, and Jimmie Dale Gilmore found Austin audiences receptive to the original music they wanted to make—and stayed to make a contribution. So did a teenage Dallas transplant named Jimmie Vaughan. Vaughan’s group, Storm, would be just the beginning of the blues tradition Vaughan would help to inspire in his new hometown. Austin’s musical tree, it appeared, was destined to produce many branches.




  Yet another Austinite geared up in the ’70s to take his place in music history. Clifford Antone, a Port Arthur, Texas, native of Lebanese descent, came to Austin at age 19 to run the family gourmet grocery business. In 1973 the tiny back room of Antone’s Imports became the unofficial launching pad for a group of blues artists that included Jimmie Vaughan’s little brother, Stevie Ray. Antone opened his first club on Sixth Street on July 15, 1975, featuring such blues greats as Muddy Waters, Albert King, and Sunnyland Slim—in just its first year. Antone’s is credited with helping to develop a blues tradition in Austin where none existed before, at least not in the predominantly white area west of I-35.




  By the time Armadillo World Headquarters closed in 1980, Austin’s status as a “mecca for musical mavericks” had solidified. And there was still more to come.




  A star among Austin’s rebels during this time was a lanky Texan by the name of Townes Van Zandt. Born in 1944 to a prominent Fort Worth oil family, Van Zandt had rejected the easy life to become a singer/songwriter. The writer of such country hits as “Pancho and Lefty,” recorded by Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard, and Emmylou Harris’s “If I Needed You,” Van Zandt’s work would influence a generation of Texas song-writers. Despite his near-constant struggles with alcohol, his recording career spanned more than a quarter of a century. During his many years living and performing in Austin, Van Zandt became one of our city’s most revered musicians—and a magnet for other musical storytellers. In fact, it’s been said that he helped establish the “couch circuit” for drifting musicians. “I really, honestly believe Townes was one of the main reasons Austin received a reputation for quality,” Jimmie Dale Gilmore told the Austin American-Statesman after Van Zandt’s death, at age 52, in 1997. Van Zandt had died of a heart attack while recovering from hip surgery in Tennessee. His music lives on, however, and there have been many posthumous releases of his work. In 2010, another artist who has contributed to the Austin music scene, Steve Earle, was awarded a Grammy for Best Contemporary Folk Album for his collection of Townes’s songs. The album is simply titled Townes.




  The Sixth Street music scene, which had taken root in the 1970s, fired up in the 1980s and has since become a dominant district for live music and dancing. Well-established Sixth Street hangouts like Maggie Mae’s saw the once-tranquil strip turn into a frenzy of clubs turning out live music seven nights a week, and now the greater downtown area packs in more outstanding live music than anyone could ever experience in a short visit here. Many of Austin’s most notable live clubs, including Antone’s, La Zona Rosa, and the Continental Club, can all be found in greater downtown. Wilson himself went on to revive the old Threadgill’s saloon, turning it into one of Austin’s most illustrious restaurants (featuring live music, of course). Threadgill’s now touts two Austin locations, including one near the spot of the former Armadillo and appropriately named Thread-gill’s World Headquarters (see the Restaurants chapter).




  Austin’s star on the world stage continues to rise as more and more young artists flock to The Live Music Capital of the World yearning to make a name for themselves. In what’s been called “the second coming of the outlaw attitude,” this century has witnessed a stunning national revival in Texas’s unique brand of country music. Hot, hot, hot among the cities showcasing the talents of hometown “Texas Music” artists is Austin. Pat Green, Kevin Fowler, and other young artists are just the latest links in Austin’s talent-heavy outlaw chain. Of course the Austin beat goes on in so many other musical realms as well. As Wilson told us, “There are many more quality musicians and 10 times more music in Austin today than there was during the days of the Armadillo.” Indeed.




  THE BEAUTIFUL & THE SUBLIME




  As we progress into the second decade of the 21st century, debates over Austin’s future rage on. Yet the city’s heart and soul have managed to survive. Ever true to their eccentric roots, Austinites have indeed embraced the “Keep Austin Weird” mentality. The phrase, appearing on bumper stickers, T-shirts, event promos, and even on shot glasses, just about says it all. Austin is not the city some old-timers remember; but then again, the generations before them most likely said the same. For the thousands of newcomers who are seeing it for the first time, however, Austin remains one of the prettiest, most vibrant spots on the planet. Austin’s once-forlorn downtown is experiencing a renaissance to become a thriving center for culture and entertainment. Live music pours from clubs all over greater downtown as the Live Music Capital of the World continues to attract the young, the restless, and the talented. UT’s influence on the arts has helped spawn entire communities of performing and visual artists, writers, and filmmakers. Austin’s enduring youthful spirit and creative energy add a luster that is as much a hallmark of this city as the State Capitol and the UT Tower.




  The Texas pioneers who first laid eyes on this “beautiful and sublime scene” 170 years ago could not possibly have envisioned the Austin of today. And yet, in countless ways, Austin remains ever so sublime.




  [image: chpt_fig_005.jpg]




  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  




  Xmarks the spot, and smack dab in the middle of Texas is Austin. There is an old saying in the Lone Star State: “The sun has riz and the sun has set, and I ain’t outta Texas yet.” That says a lot about traversing the state. Austin is about a three-hour drive south of Dallas, a little less than a three-hour drive west of Houston, and a little more than an hour north of San Antonio. It is about a five-hour drive to Nuevo Laredo, Mexico; a five-hour drive to both the Louisiana and Oklahoma borders; and if you are heading west to New Mexico, plan on taking all day for the eight-hours-plus drive.




  I-35, often called the Nafta Highway (a reference to the North American Free Trade Agreement), bisects the state from north to south, running from Laredo on the Mexican border up through the middle of the country to the Canadian border. I-10 runs from the Louisiana border through Houston, south of Austin through San Antonio and on to El Paso. US 290 connects Houston to Austin and then joins I-35 for a short stretch, cuts west through the Oak Hill area of Austin and off into the Hill Country.




  Austin is literally deep in the heart of Texas. This chapter provides tips on getting here—and getting around once you have arrived.




  OVERVIEW




  We have divided Austin into regions in order to help newcomers and visitors find our insider spots. It is likely no two Austinites agree on geographic definitions in a city where growth is an ongoing phenomenon and neighborhoods are constantly being revitalized. But for our purposes, here is a rundown on our regional definitions. Major roadways are illustrated in the map at the beginning of this book:




  • Central Austin: North of Lady Bird Lake, west of I-35, south of Forty-fifth Street on the east side of MoPac (Loop 1), south of Thirty-fifth Street on the west side of MoPac to Lake Austin.




  • South Central: South of Lady Bird Lake, west of I-35, north of Ben White Boulevard (US 290 W) and east of MoPac.




  • North Central: North of Forty-fifth Street, west of I-35, east of MoPac and south of US 183.




  • South: South of Ben White Boulevard, west of I-35, bounded on the west by Manchaca Road.




  • Southwest: South of US 290 W through Oak Hill and west of Manchaca Road.




  • West: West of MoPac and Lake Austin, south of the Colorado River.




  • Northwest: North of the Colorado River and west of MoPac.




  • North: North of US 183, bounded by MoPac in the west and I-35 in the east.




  • Northeast: East of I-35 and north of US 290E.




  • East: South of US 290 E, east of I-35, and north of Lady Bird Lake.




  • Southeast: South of Lady Bird Lake and east of I-35.




  AIRPORTS/COMMERCIAL




  AUSTIN-BERGSTROM INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  3600 Presidential Blvd.




  (512) 530-ABIA: General Information




  (512) 530-6358: Travelers with Disabilities




  (512) 530-COPS: Airport Police and Lost and Found, 24-hour number




  (512) 530-PAGE: Paging, 24-hour number




  (512) 530-3300: Parking Information, 24-hour number




  www.ci.austin.tx.us/austinairport




  Austin was the only city in the United States to embark on a major airport building program as the 20th century drew to a close. In the spring of 1999, the city shut down the municipal airport near downtown Austin, Robert Mueller Municipal Airport, and opened a new international facility in the southeast sector of the city called Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. The airport code remains AUS. The same airlines and rental car companies serve the new $690 million airport, but the facility is much larger with twice as many gates, two runways (as opposed to one) aptly named for two famous Texas politicians, President Lyndon Baines Johnson and Congressman J. J. “Jake” Pickle, and a much larger terminal, named in honor of the late Texas congresswoman Barbara Jordan. Austin-Bergstrom has a two-level access road (one level for arrivals, the other for departures) and a three-level parking garage.




  The site of the old airport is being developed as a major, mixed-use town center that will be a total community. Already located there are the Austin Film Society’s studios and the Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas (see the Health Care chapter). There are plans for other health care facilities, plus the University of Texas will build a research campus onsite. Homes, apartments, shops, cafes and open spaces also are planned. For a preview go to www.muelleraustin.com.




  The designers and builders sought to evoke the spirit of Austin at the new facility by including a stage in the terminal for live music performances and Hill Country landscaping by using water elements, rocks, and native plants. The new terminal includes a business center, 16 restaurants and snack shops (some of them operated by local businesses such as Amy’s Ice Creams, Book People, and the Salt Lick barbecue), retail shops, and bookstores. The restaurants and snack bars sell food at “street prices,” rather than the inflated prices often found at airports. The retail stores feature regional items, including music by Austin musicians and works by local artists and crafters.




  The airport also offers guided tours for groups of adults and children (5 years and older). Reservations are necessary; call the program at (512) 530-2242. There is also an outdoor family viewing area (with a parking area and picnic tables) on the west side of Highway 71 East, near the east runway, where one acre has been set aside for visitors to watch planes take off and land.The parking garage next to the terminal provides 2,419 covered short-term public parking spaces on the first and second levels. Car rental returns are located on the third level. There is a close-in surface parking lot (Lot A) near the terminal and several outlying long-term lots (Lots B, C, D, E, and F), providing 7,733 parking spaces. There are also several privately operated offsite parking facilities. Shuttle buses run every seven to 10 minutes and 24 hours a day from the parking lots. Airport shuttles from all surface parking lots pick up at shuttle stops within the lots and discharge departing passengers in front of the terminal on the lower baggage level. Airport parking shuttles pick up arriving passengers outside the lower baggage level in front of the terminal and take them to surface parking lots.




  Wheelchair-accessible parking is available free for up to 5 days in the parking garage and up to 10 days in all parking lots. Wheelchair-accessible parking spots are located on the first available row in the garage and near the shuttle stops in all surface parking lots. Shuttle buses are equipped with wheelchair lifts.




  i A variety of names were suggested for Austin’s new international airport, but city officials decided to stick with the name given to the Air Force base that occupied the site. It was named in honor of Austin’s first World War II casualty, Captain J. A. Bergstrom.




  Airport Transportation




  There is a transportation information desk on the ground floor of the terminal. Passengers arriving and departing from the airport have several options, in addition to rental cars and their own personal automobiles. SuperShuttle provides door-to-door minivan service for a fixed fee for one-way rides. Fees are determined by the zip code of destination or pickup. The shuttles also are available for groups at charter rates. Contact SuperShuttle at (512) 258-3826, (800) BLUE-VAN, or make reservations online at www.supershuttle.com. Capital Metro also offers local bus service between downtown Austin and the airport, linking to other bus routes in the city. Call (512) 474-1200, (512) 385-5872 (TDD), or (512) 474-1201 (free call from any local telephone booth); or visit www.capmetro.org.




  AIRPORTS/GENERAL AVIATION




  There are two fixed-base operators at Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. Both provide general aviation terminals, hangars, maintenance, and fuel facilities and access to the adjacent instrumented 9,000-foot runway. They provide 170 spaces, including 50 T-hangar spaces for small aircraft. For general aviation information provided by the airport, visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/austinairport/geninfo.htm.




  ATLANTIC AVIATION SERVICES, INC.




  4309 General Aviation Ave.




  (512) 530-7000




  www.atlanticaviation.com




  LAKEWAY




  115 Flying Scott Rd.




  (512) 261-4385




  www.3r9.org




  Operated by Lakeway Airpark Association, a cooperative, this private facility is nonprofit and unattended. There is a 4,000-foot landing strip open from sunrise to sunset plus self-serve gas facilities. Overnight parking is $5, but that is waived with gas purchase. The landing strip is 15.5 statute miles from Austin. The association reminds pilots there is a noise ordinance in place, plus pilots should watch for the deer grazing near the landing strip.




  SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT




  4321 General Aviation Ave.




  (512) 530-5451




  www.signatureflight.com




  AIR CHARTERS




  MCRAE AVIATION




  4309 General Aviation Ave.




  (512) 385-9615




  www.mcraeaviation.com




  McRae offers jet charters and light cargo service from its location at the general aviation area of Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.




  NEW FLIGHT CHARTERS




  (800) 732-1653




  www.newflightcharters.com




  A national charter company servicing the Austin market.




  PULSE AVIATION




  3600 Presidential Blvd.




  (512) 351-4338




  www.pulseaviation.com




  This charter service has offices on site at ABIA.




  STRATOS JET CHARTER SERVICES




  (888) 478-7280




  www.stratosjets.com




  Charter aircraft and seat availability on inbound Austin private flights are offered by this national company.




  TRAIN STATIONS




  There are several recreational trains for sightseeing in the Austin area. (For more information on recreational trains, see the Attractions chapter.)




  AMTRAK




  250 North Lamar Blvd.




  (512) 476-5684, (800) 872-7245




  (reservations)




  www.amtrak.com
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