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				Introduction

				Whether you’re a teacher on the front lines or a student grateful for the dedication, passion, and generosity of a favorite mentor, these stories are just what the principal ordered. 

				True Stories about Teachers celebrates inspirational teachers and the students and mentors who inspire them. Hopefully you enjoy their uplifting and insightful true stories. And hopefully they inspire others to become teachers too.

	
				Innocence and the Divine

				By Thomas Smith

				My mother has been a teacher for as long as I can remember. Out of the many stories she has told about her life as a teacher, one in particular never fails to make me smile.

				Back in the early 1960s, she taught at a small school in the country. The school served grades one through twelve, and I would be surprised if the total number of students ever reached four hundred. It was a simpler time, a time when paperwork was a minor irritation and some of the largest joys came from the smallest voices. 

				Though this school was not large, it did have one distinction: It was one of the first schools in the area to get an intercom system. Not a sleek, desktop model with digital displays and wireless capability like the ones today. No, indeed. Remember, this was the early sixties. We hadn’t set foot on the moon yet, and color TV was still just beyond the horizon.

				The intercom was powered by a huge panel that took up an entire table. The microphone was an industrial gray tabletop model that probably weighed three pounds. Each classroom had its own speaker, connected to a toggle switch on the control panel, so the principal could send messages to individual classrooms or, by throwing the master switch, to every room simultaneously, as the need arose. The teachers could respond and subsequently be heard on the large speaker mounted next to the control panel in the office.
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