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  HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY




  ALPHABETICAL ORDER




  Entries included in the DICTIONARYOF CRIME, Criminal Justice, Criminology & Law Enforcement have been organized alphabetically letter by letter. All hyphens within a term or spaces within a phrase should be ignored when searching for an entry as they do not influence alphabetization, e.g., the phrase skin a skin precedes the term skin-glommer. Terms containing numerals are alphabetized as if they were spelled out, e.g., the term number 13 is located alphabetically where the words number thirteen would be found. The only punctuation that influences alphabetical order are commas which, when found in a phrase, are used to separate the phrase from the key word. In such cases, terms are alphabetized according to the key word in the phrase, e.g., the phrase do a lam appears in the dictionary alphabetized as lam, do a. When multiple phrases are listed for a common key word, the segment of the phrase following the comma denotes alphabetical placement, e.g., lam, do a preceeds lam, on a. Unnecessary articles, both definite and indefinite, have been omitted from the majority of the entries.




  PARTS OF SPEECH




  Part of speech is denoted for entries of only one word and for hyphenated combinations of words whose components cannot stand alone, e.g., b-backs. When a defined term can be used as more than one part of speech, the noun definition(s) are given first, followed by verb definitions, adjective definitions, and adverb definitions. Part of speech designations are abbreviated and appear immediately after the entry. An explanation of common abbreviations begins on this page under the heading KEY TO STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS.




  COMPARING MULTIPLE TERMS




  The symbol, Cf., appears within definitions to denote other terms within this volume that provide additional information for the reader or researcher. Many of the terms defined herein are derivations, geographic colloquialisms, and foreign language phrases. A Cf. symbol within a definition is always followed by one or more additional terms that allow the reader to compare the many interrelated variations found within the language of criminology and the underworld. In cases where multiple definitions are cited, the symbol Cf. preceding the usage (e.g., Legal use; Underworld use) applies solely to the definition that it follows. When the Cf. symbol appears at the end of a multiple-definition entry, all terms for comparison following the symbol apply to each of the preceding definitions.




  CROSS REFERENCES AND AKAs




  This volume contains two types of cross reference symbols: See: and AKA. Terms referenced with a See: are defined under a more commonly known appelation, the term(s) which follows the See:. The AKA: symbol refers the reader to additional terms within this volume which have the same meaning, allowing the reader to compare derivations of many terms.




  USAGE




  Each entry contains a usage section which defines either the segment of society that coined the word or phrase, or the segment that most commonly uses the word or phrase. A date following the usage indicates the first recorded usage of the term in its criminal context, e.g., Drug addict’s use 1942. Obsolete terms are indicated by Obs.. A date immediately following Obs. indicates the year in which the term was last known to be used, e.g., Obs. 1940 underworld use. A usage that follows two or more consecutive definitions within a multiple-definition entry applies to all definitions preceding that usage. Names of countries appearing in usages will often be abbreviated. A list of abbreviations appear below.




  KEY TO STANDARD ABBREVIATIONS




  Certain countries and words are consistently shortened throughout this volume. The list which follows is a key to all abbreviations used, except those used for the reference sources, which are listed separately.




  abbr. abbreviation, abbreviated




  adj. adjective




  adv. adverb




  AKA Also known as




  Am. American




  anon. anonymous




  appar. apparently




  approx. approximately




  art. article




  attrib. attributive, -ly, attributed




  Aus. Australia




  bk. book




  Brit. Britain




  c. circa, about




  Cent. Century




  cf. compare [from the Latin, confer]




  cit. citation, cited




  colloq. colloquial, -ly, -ism




  conj. conjunction




  def. definition, definite




  derog. derogatory




  dial. dialect




  diet. dictionary




  ed. edition




  e.g. for example [from the Latin, exempli gratia]




  Eng. England, English




  equiv. equivalent




  esp. especially




  est. established




  ety. etymology, etymological




  euphem. euphemism, euphemistic, -ally




  expl. expletive




  fem. feminine




  fig. figurative, figuratively




  for. foreign




  fr. from




  Fr. France




  freq. frequently




  gen. general; generally




  Ger. German




  Hebr. Hebrew




  hist. history




  Ire. Ireland




  LAPD Los Angeles Police Department




  Lat. Latin




  lit. literal, literally




  masc. masculine




  Mex. Mexican




  n. noun




  n.d. no date, no date given




  newsp. newspaper




  New Zea New Zealand




  no. number




  NYPD New York City Police Department




  obj. object, objective




  obs. obsolete




  occas. occasional, -ly, occasional use




  orig. original, -ly




  plur. plural




  pop. popular, -ly




  prob. probably




  prop. proper




  REF. References used as source material




  ref. refer, reference




  S. Afri. South Africa




  Scot. Scotland




  sing. singular




  sl. slang




  Span. Spanish




  specif. specifically




  stand. standard, standard usage




  subj. subject, subjunctive




  U.K. United Kingdom




  U.S. United States




  usu. usually




  v. verb




  var. variant




  vol. volume




  WWI World War I




  WWII World War II




  REFERENCES




  Each entry in the dictionary is followed by an alphabetical list of sources from which the information in the definition was derived, e.g., REF.: CBA, CD, DU. These sources are identified alphabetically by their abbreviations, a list of which follows.




  KEY TO REFERENCE ABBREVIATIONS




  Thousands of sources were consulted in the preparation of this dictionary, including newspapers, periodicals, and police reports, from 1800 to the present, originating in English-speaking countries. For the most part, to save space, these sources have been grouped under the reference CBA. What follows are general sources consulted and cited as references.




  [image: ABBR. TITLE, AUTHOR AA The Anatomy of Arson, Harvey M. French. ACADCADW. American Correctional Association Directory. ACM Adolescent Counselor Magazine. ADI Arson Detection and Investigation, Brendon P. Battle. B The Badge, Jack Webb. BLD Black’s Law Dictionary. BR Broadway Racketeers, John O’Connor. C Courthouse, Paul Hoffman. CC Chicago Confidential, Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer. CBA CrimeBooks Archives. CD Crime Dictionary, Ralph DeSola. CDJIT Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, Francis Grose. CL Criminal Law, Wayne R. LaFave and Austin W. Scott, Jr. CLL Criminal Law for the Layman, Fred Inbau, et aI. CMA Companion to Murder, E. Spencer Shew. CVB The Crime Victim’s Book, Morton Bard and Dawn Sangry. DAL Dictionary of the American Underworld Lingo, Hyman B. Golden, et al. DAP Dictionary of American Penology, Vergil L. Williams. DAS Dictionary of American Slang, Harold Wentworth and Stuart Berg Flexner. DC Dictionary of Criminology, Richard W. Nice. DEA Dnig Enforcement Administration. DG Dry Guillotine, Rene Belbenoit. DMW Dead Men Walking, W. Reason Campbell. DR Death Row, Bruce Jackson, et al. DU Dictionary of the Underworld, Eric Partridge. EC Encyclopedia of Criminology, Vernon C. Branham (editor). EM Encyclopedia of Murder, Colin Wilson. F The Fix, Brian Freemantle. FBI F.B.I., Sanford Under. FD Fraud & Deceit: How to Stop Being Ripped Off, John W. Suthers, et al. FTU Fighting the Underworld, Philip S. Van Cise. G The Gonif, Morris Rudensky. GB Go Boy, Roger Caron. GSCA Guide to the Supreme Court, Dorothy A. Marquardt. HC Hustlers and Con Men, Jay Robert Nash. Handwriting: An Analysis through its Symbolism, Rudolph S. Hearns. IADDA Illinois Alcoholism and Drug Dependence Association. IDLE Illinois Department of Law Enforcement. IWI’WI’P Inside the World’s Toughest Prison, Joseph E. Ragen, et aI. JEMS Journal of Emergency Medical Services. LC Lady Cop, Bryna Taubman. LEB Law Enforcement Bible, Robert Scanlon (editor).]




  [image: LTC Legal Terms and Concepts in Criminal Justice, Michael D’Auria. LTD West’s Legal Thesaurus/Dictionary, William Statsky. MLM My Life in the Mafia, Vincent Teresa. MSL Maximum Security: Letters from Prison, Eve Pell. MU Men of the Underworld, Charles Hamilton. NPS The New Police Surgeon, S. H. Burges. P The Protectors, Harry J. Anslinger. PT The Professional Thief, Edwin H. Sutherland. RL The Rome’s Lexicon, George W. Matsell. SB The Stash Book, Peter Hjersman. SCL Sex, Crime and the Law, Donald MacNamara. SC1MA Second Companion to Murder, E. Spencer Shew. SHGA Social History of Gambling, Stephen Longstreet. SJDD The Slang andJargon of Drugs and Drink, Richard A. Spears. TN Theft of a Nation, Donald Cressey. TOP The Trail of the Poppy, Charles Siragusa. Wheels of Fortune, John Drzazga. WDJ Wisconsin Department of Justice.]




  A




  A; A’s n. 1. Alcohol. Underworld use. 2. Amphetamines. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, SJDD.




  Aaron, The n. The leader of a school or gang of crooks, named after the first Hebrew high priest. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ab n. 1. An abortion. Medical and underworld use.2. An abscess, usu. caused by injecting drugs using unsterile needles. Drug addict’s use 1932. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LEB, SJDD.




  AB See: ABC.




  abactor n. A cattle or horse rustler who steals entire herds. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD.




  abaddon n. One who informs on his fellow criminals. Underworld use 1810. REF.: CBA, DU.




  abandana n. A petty thief, esp. one who pickpockets bandannas. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  abandon v. The intention, act and deed, of giving something up completely and forever. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  abandonment n. 1. The willful, intentional relinquishing of one’s property or claim to it, without naming a new owner. 2. The giving up of an intention to commit a crime. The general view is that it may not be used as a defense in court as long as there is a clear and unequivocal intent upon the part of the accused to carry out the crime at one time. To merely walk away before the crime is committed does not necessarily make one innocent of the attempt. 3. Leaving behind one’s matrimonial, parental, or custodial responsibilities, usu. considered a felonious act. Legal use. Cf. desertion; discharge; release; statute of limitations; waiver. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  abasia n. The inability to walk due to the effect of drugs or alcohol. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abbess n. The madam of a whorehouse. AKA: lady abbess. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  abbey n. 1. A confidence man who impersonates a clergyman in order to swindle the devout. 2. A confidence game employing the impersonation of a clergyman. U.S. con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  abbey, on the Working the abbey confidence game. U.S. con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  abbott n. A tablet of nembutal, manufactured by Abbott Laboratories. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  Abbott’s n. King’s Bench Prison. Obs. 1900 U.K. underworld use. AKA: Abbott’s Priory. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Abbott’s Priory See: Abbott’s.




  abc n. A bad conduct report. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F.




  ABC n. 1. An abscess caused by injecting drugs with unsterile needles. Drug addict’s use 1932. REF.: CBA, DU, F, LEB, SJDD.




  abduct v. To forcibly remove or carry away a person against that person’s will. Cf. kidnapping. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abduction n. 1. The forced removal or carrying away of a person. Gen. use. 2. The unlawful removal of a wife, child or ward by any means. 3. The unlawful removal of a woman for purposes of prostitution, slavery, or rape, usu. constituting a felony. Legal use. Cf. kidnapping. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, EC, LTC.




  abductor n. A person who forcibly removes or carries a person away against that person’s will. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  Abe n. Five dollars worth of a drug, esp. a five-dollar bag, because of the portrait of Abraham Lincoln on the five-dollar bill. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Abe’s cabe n. A five-dollar bill, because of the portrait of Lincoln on the front. AKA: Abe. US. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abet v. To aid in or encourage the commission of a crime. Cf. accomplice; aid and abet. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  abetment n. The act of persuading or helping in the commission of a crime. Cf. abet. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTD.




  abettator. See: abettor.




  abettor; abettator n. One who instigates, encourages or aids in the commission of a crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, LTD.




  abide v. To obey the authority of another, e.g., a court order. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  abiding conviction n. A clear conviction of guilt arrived at by a careful examination of evidence. This is a term frequently used by judges during their instructions to the jury. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  abjuration n. A renunciation, made under oath, of one’s rights, privileges or position. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  abjure v. To forswear one’s rights, privileges or position under oath. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  abnormal criminal n. A psychopath or psychotic person who has a tendency toward crime. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abnormal sex Any criminal sexual behavior except adultery or fornication. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  abolitionism n. The movement to abolish slavery or, in modern times, prisons. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  abolitionists n. Those who believe in the abolishment of slavery or, in modern times, prisons. Prison abolitionists believe that incarceration is harmful to offenders and fails to rehabilitate them. Most such groups, e.g., the National Council on Crime and Delinquency and the Fortune Society, contend that at least 80 percent of all prisoners, those they term non-dangerous, should be released into society and rehabilitation undertaken there. Cf. pragmatists. Sociological use. REF.: CBA, DAP.




  A-bomb n. A cigarette combining marijuana with heroin or opium with hashish. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  abort v.1. To terminate an action before it is complete. Legal use. 2. To terminate a pregnancy prematurely. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  aborticide n. Termination of a pregnancy while the fetus is still in the uterus. Cf. infanticide; prolicide. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  abortifacient n. A substance capable of producing an abortion, usu. taken orally. Medical and legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, SCL.




  abortion n. The termination of an unborn child’s life while it is in the womb; the forced or spontaneous expulsion of a fetus from the womb. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, EC, LTC, LTD, SCL.




  abortive trial A trial stopped before the verdict is reached. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  abraham cove; abram cove 1. A healthy confidence man who dresses in the guise of a decrepit beggar to elict sympathy and money. Obs. U.K. gen. use 1665. 2. A man who is poor, naked, or both. Obs. 1890 gen. use. 3. One who feigns insanity. Obs. 1800 gen. use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  Abraham’s balsam See: Abraham’s hempen elixir.




  Abraham’s hempen elixir Death by hanging, named after the hemp tree Abraham’s balm. Obs. 1920 prisoner use. AKA: Abraham’s balsam. REF.: CBA, DU.




  abraham suit, on the A confidence game designed to gain sucker sympathy. Obs. 1945 con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  abram cove See: abraham cove.




  abscess n. A local infection of tissue, commonly found on drug addicts who use unsterile needles. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  abscond v. 1. To avoid prosecution by running away and hiding. 2. To leave the area of one’s parole without permission. 3. To run off with another’s property. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD, CVB, DC, LTC, LTD.




  absolute liability Having responsibility without negligence or fault. Cf. strict liability. Legal use. REF.: B, BLD, CBA, LTD.




  absolve v. To free from guilt or responsibility. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  abstinence n. The voluntary avoidance of alcohol or other drugs. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abstinence syndrome Symptoms accompanying withdrawal or abstinence from alcohol or other drugs. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abuse n. An overindulgence in or improper use or treatment of drugs, alcohol, sex, or other pleasures. v. To mistreat a person, esp. by a verbal or physical attack. Cf. carnal abuse; child abuse. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, LTC.




  abusive dosage n. The amount of a substance necessary to achieve the euphoric state sought by the user. Cf. lethal dosage; maximal dosage; minimal dosage; toxic dosage. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  abusive language n. Harsh, derogatory language used during a verbal attack. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  AC; A coat A multi-pocketed coat popular with shoplifters and pickpockets. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  academy n. 1. A training school for police recruits. Police use. 2. A whorehouse. AKA: pushing school. 3. A school for criminals. 4. A hard-labor prison. Cf. floating academy. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU, LC.




  academy buzz-napper An apprentice in the art of picking pockets. Some schools use a dummy with bells in every pocket for practice picking. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Acapulco Gold Golden-colored marijuana from southwestern Mexico. Cf. marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, F, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  Acapulco gold paper Paper used to roll marijuana cigarettes which is made from a leaf of marijuana. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Acapulco Red Reddish marijuana grown in Acapulco, Mex. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  accelerant n. A highly combustible material used by arsonists to start or speed a fire. Arson investigation and underworld use. AKA: accelerator. REF.: AA, CBA, CD.




  accelerator See: accelerant.




  accessories n. Equipment used in marijuana smoking, e.g. roach clips, rolling papers, pipes. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  accessory n. One who helps or provides assistance to a criminal or the commission of a crime, but is not the chief actor in the offense. Cf. accomplice; parties; principal. Legal use. BLD, CBA, CD, DC, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  accessory after the fact One who knowingly aids a felon to evade justice. Cf.: obstructing justice. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC, LTC, LTD.




  accessory before the fact One who encourages another to commit a crime or gives aid to do so, but who is not present at the actual commission of the crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC, LTC, LTD.




  accessory during the fact One who stands by during the commission of a crime without interfering or giving help, when such an act is within his power to prevent the crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC.




  accident n. 1. The discovery of one’s criminal activity; an arrest. Underworld use 1841. 2. A murder following a warning, usu. used only as a threat. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, FTU.




  accidental n. An inmate who has been imprisoned for a social offense, or any prisoner who is not a true criminal in the eyes of his fellow prisoners, e.g. a rapist or a child molester. U.S. prisoner use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  accidental criminal One who commits a criminal offense without intending to do so. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  accidental killing A death that results from an act performed lawfully, where no harm was thought to be possible. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  acco collar An arrest made solely to fulfill an officer’s quota. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  accommodated v. To be sentenced to prison. Underworld use 1850. REF.: CBA, DU.




  accommodation arrest A pre-arranged arrest performed by corrupt police officers to hoodwink the general public. Police and underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  accommodation house A house of prostitution. U.K. gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  accommodator n. One who bribes witnesses and prosecutors into bringing about a desired verdict, esp. a former police officer. Obs. 1940 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  accomplice n. One who willingly and knowingly takes part with another in the commission of a crime. Cf. abet; aid and abet; accessory; parties. Legal use. BLD, CBA, CD, DC, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  accomplice liability Being held criminally responsible for one’s participation before, during or after the commission of a crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  accomplice witness One who in one way or another participated in the commission of a crime, regardless of whether or not he was at the scene of the crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  accost v. 1. To solicit for sex in public. Law enforcement use. 2. To approach in a challenging or aggressive manner. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  account executive A procurer of expensive prostitutes. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  accusation n. A formal allegation against someone stating that he is responsible for the crime in question. indictment; information; malicious accusation. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, LTD.




  accusatorial system A legal system based on the belief that truth and justice can best be determined by a contest where both sides on an issue present their case; the adversary system. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  accusatory body A group assembled to determine whether a person should be charged with a crime, e.g., a grand jury. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTD.




  accusatory instrument The document by which a charge is brought against someone. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  accusatory part The part of the indictment that states the charge one is accused of. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  accusatory pleading A document, e.g., an indictment, in which a person is charged with the crime for which he will be tried. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  accusatory stage The period of a criminal investigation following the arrest of a suspect and during which time a confession or incriminating statements are sought. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTD.




  accusatory state The point in an investigation when the suspect has been determined. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  accuse v. To formally charge someone with having committed an offense for which he will be brought before a court. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC, LTD.




  accused n. The defendant in a criminal court proceeding. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CVB, DC, LTC, LTD.




  accuser One who accuses another of a crime. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC, LTD.




  ace; Ace n. 1. A prison sentence of one year. Prisoner use 1928. 2. A marijuana cigarette. Drug addict’s use 1938. 3. A one-dollar bill. U.S. underworld and prison use. 4. The finest, one who is completely trustworthy. Prison use. 5. A con game that the police will not obstruct because they have been bribed. Con artist’s use. 6. A number one on a playing card or die. Gen. use. v. To con someone. Con artist’s use 1920. Cf. bullet. Prison use. REF.: BR, CBA, CD, DAL, DU, F, GB, HC, IWTP, LTC, P, SJDD, WF.




  ace in To become associated with a group. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  Ace in the Hole; ace in the hole 1. A place in New York City where drug addicts frequent, lit. San Juan Hill. Underworld use 20th. 2. A concealed advantage, esp. in gambling. Gambling and underworld use 1915. REF.: CBA, DU.




  acelerante (for.) n. Amphetamines, from the Spanish word for speed. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Ace of Spades A name for a widow. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  aces The best of anything. Cf. bullet. Prison use. REF.: CBA.




  acetic anhydride A clear liquid, having an odor similar to vinegar, used in the processing of morphine into heroin. Scientific use. REF.: CBA, TOP.




  acetone n. A volatile liquid which can be absorbed through the skin in the form of vapors, producing effects similar to those of alcohol, e.g., heaviness in the head, headaches, and delirium. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  ace up the sleeve Cheating. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, SHG.




  acid n. A street name for LSD. Cf. LSD; lysergic acid diethylamide. Drug culture use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, F, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  acid cube A sugar cube sprinkled with LSD. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  acid dropper One who uses or drops LSD. Drugculture use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  acid freak n. A name for a person who uses LSD often or whose behavior is similar to such a user. AKA: acid head. Cf. LSD; lysergic acid diethylamide. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, F, IDLE, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  acid funk Depression caused by LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  acid head See: acid freak.




  acid lab An illicit laboratory where LSD or other hallucinogens are made. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  acid man A con artist. Underworld use 1926. REF.: CBA, DU.




  acid mung A bothersome reaction to LSD; often the user feels as if he has an oily face. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA.




  acid pad A place to take drugs. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  acid-rapping The act of experimenting with LSD to determine how much can safely be consumed. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  acid rock Rock and roll music inspired by LSD use or about LSD use. Gen. use 1960s-70s. REF.: CBA.




  acid test A party where the punch has been spiked with LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  acid toking Ingesting LSD. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  acid trip The experience one has while taking LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  acid zonk An LSD hangover. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  ack n. Accidentally killed. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  acknowledge the corn To confess fully and completely. Underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ackruff n. A thief who operates along the river. Cf. ark ruffian. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  acky n. Nitric acid used by burglars in opening locks. Underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  A coat See: AC.




  aconite n. A poisonous depressant alkaloid. It was used on arrowheads in ancient China, Ind., and Fr. Cf. wolfsbane. Scientific use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  acquire v. To obtain by illegal means. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  acquisitive vandalism 1. Damaging property in order to loot coin-operated devices. 2. To steal metal, plants, etc., from public places or buildings. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  acquit v. To certify that the accused is innocent of the charges brought against him. --ted To be freed from the charges brought against one. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC, LTD.




  acquittal n. Certification that the defendant is free to go as a result of a verdict of not guilty, dismissal of the case by the court, or a failure to follow proper legal procedures. Cf. autrefois acquit; jeopardy; nolle prosequi; verdict. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CVB, DC, LTC, LTD.




  acre n. A prison term of one month. Prisoner use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  acrophobia n. The fear of being high on drugs, esp. marijuana. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  across adv. Dealing in secret for fraudulent purposes. Cf. cross. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  across country One who is a fugitive from the law. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  across, put To cheat someone. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  across the board Placing a bet on everything, e.g., a parimutuel combination ticket. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  across the bubble To be moved to a more permanent prison from a jail. Prisoner use 1901. REF.: CBA, DU.




  act n. 1. External expression of one’s will. A crime requires a criminal act, either carried out or failed at. 2. A law established by the legislature. Legal use. 3. Pretending to be loyal, insane, sick, etc. v. 1. To feign one’s actions. Underworld use. Cf. official act; overt act; statute. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DAL, DC, LTC.




  action n. 1. Any criminal activity, esp. gambling, prostitution, or drug dealing. Underworld and drug culture use. 2. The possible winnings at a place of gambling. Gambling use. 3. The traffic in illegal drugs. Drug traffic use 1960s. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DC, F, SJDD.




  active citizen A law-abiding person. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, RL.




  active crowd An angry and potentially violent group. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  active principle The depressant or stimulant properties of a drug. Medical use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  act malum prohibitum See: malum prohibition.




  acts of God Events uncontrollable by humans, such as floods or earthquakes, which sometimes result in widespread looting. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  actual compulsion Forcing another to execute an act. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  actual violence Physical force used upon another. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC.




  actus non facit reum, nisi mens sit rea For there to be a crime, the intent, as well as the act, must be criminal in nature. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  actus reus 1. A wrongful act, which in combination with criminal intent constitutes a crime. 2. Behavior necessary in the commission of a crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  ad; AD n. A drug addict. Spelled “ad” in order to avoid confusion with district attorney. U.S. underworld use 1950s. REF.: CBA, CC, LTC, SJDD.




  Ada from Decatur A roll of eight in craps. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  adam; Adam n. 1. An accomplice to crime. Obs. 1880 underworld use. 2. The stimulant methylenedioxymethamphetamine, commonly called MDMA. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DU, JEMS.




  adamsite n. A type of gas used in crowd control which produces vomiting and nausea. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  adamtiler n. 1. One who receives stolen items, esp. a pickpocket’s confederate. 2. One who steals from pockets. Obs. 1890 underworld use. Cf. adam. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  addict n. 1. One who has an uncontrollable desire to use narcotic drugs. Gen. use. 2. A user of opiates. Drug addict’s use. Cf. narcotics. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, LTC, SJDD.




  addicted infant A baby born addicted to drugs due to the mother’s use of drugs during her pregnancy. Medical and drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  addiction n. The state that a frequent drug or alcohol abuser experiences, involving an overpowering need for more and more of their substance of choice. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD, TOP.




  addiction habituation An increased level of tolerance for a drug or alcohol that necessitates increasing the dosage to produce the desired effects. Medical use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  addictive drugs Any drug that leads to recurrent or habitual intoxication. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD.




  additive effect The effect of combining two drugs that produce similar reactions. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  adept n One who steals from pockets. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  adequate cause The grounds upon which one would expect sufficient emotion produced in an average person to prevent that person from making a sensible decision. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  adequate provocation A cause sufficient to exclude premeditation and arouse a reasonable person to the point where his reason is obscured or his will dominated by a stronger and usu. uncontrollable passion. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC.




  Adipex-P. A brand name of the drug phentermine which is manufactured as an appetite suppressant and frequently abused by addicts. Cf. anorectic. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, JEMS.




  adipocere n. The wax that builds up on a corpse that has spent a long time in water. Forensic use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  adjudicate v. To judge. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, LTC.




  adjudicated delinquent A juvenile found delinquent through the juvenile court process. Cf. delinquency. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  adjudicatory hearing The process by which the court determines whether a juvenile has been delinquent. Cf. juvenile courts; petition. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD, CVB, LTC.




  adjustment center A separate section of prison for those unable to protect themselves against gang violence. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Adkin’s Academy A London prison. U.K. underworld use 1810. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ad man; ad-man A confidence man who sells worthless or non-existent advertising space. Cf. limb-joint; tap. U.S. con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  Administration n. The Cosa Nostra’s judicial board, AKA: the Commission; Roundtable; Inner Circle. Mafiasyndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  administrative advancement Working an FBI desk job instead of operating on the street. FBI use. REF.: CBA, FBI.




  administrative remedy procedure A federal prison grievance procedure initiated in 1974 and introduced to support the existing, but unreliable, methods of filing grievances. Under this system, federal prisoners can file a written grievance with a prison counselor, who will deliver it to the appropriate department if he cannot resolve the problem. The inmate will have a reply within at least 15 working days, and if the answer does not satisfy the prisoner he can appeal to a regional prison director or eventually to the Federal Bureau of Prisons Director in Washington. Cf. grievance procedures for inmates; ombudsmen in prison. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAP.




  administrative segregation The confinement of prisoners to individual cells. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  admissible adj. That which is fitting and proper for consideration in court. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  admission n. An acknowledgment that a certain fact is true. Cf. incriminating admission. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  admitting to bail Releasing a defendant upon his posting bail. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  adult book Any pornographic publication. Media use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  adult business district An area where pornographic stores, massage parlors, peep shows and other similar businesses operate, sometimes under the law. AKA: adult entertainment center Underworld and law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  adult entertainment center See: adult business district. adulterine; adulterous bastard n. A child born to parents who are not legally married or are both or one of them married to another person. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC.




  adulterous bastard See: adulterine.




  adultery n. Sexual intercourse involving one who is married to another who is not that person’s spouse. Some jurisdictions find this a crime only when the woman in this triangle is married. Types of adultery include: single, where only one party is married; double or compound, where both adulterers are married; or open and notorious, where the adulterous couple openly live together. Cf. fornication; illicit cohabitation. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, DC, LTC, LTD, SCL.




  adult fiction A pornographic novel. Media use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  advantage goods The instruments that cardsharps and con artists use to cheat and steal. Con artist’s use 1894. REF.: CBA, DU.




  advocate n. A lawyer. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  aeroplane See: airplane.




  aeschorolalia n. A tirade of obscene language from a psychotic patient. Medical use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  A felony n. The felony classification under New York State’s Penal Law that carries the most severe punishment, 15 or 25 years to life. This classification of felony includes such crimes as murder and kidnapping. Felonies B through E cover lesser crimes and have less severe punishments. Legal use. REF.: C, CBA.




  affective insanity All forms of insanity which deal with the feelings or emotions and affect one’s ethical and social relations. Medical use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  affidavit n. A written statement made voluntarily and verified under oath before an authorized person. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CVB, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  affidavit men Individuals who swore in court to anything in return for money. They wore straw in their shoes to point themselves out to prospective customers. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  affirmative defense A defense that, assuming the complaint is true, is an answer to it. The defendant has the burden of proof regarding affirmative defenses, which include insanity and automatism. Cf. alibi; coercion; duress; intoxication; self-defense. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC.




  affray n. A public showing of violence by at least two people that leads to a disturbance of others in the area. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  Afghani n. Hashish oil from Afghanistan. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA.




  aforethought adj. Premeditation. Cf. malice aforethought. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  African Black n. Marijuana grown in Africa or colored black. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, JEMS, LTC, SJDD.




  African bush Hashish or marijuana. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  African dominoes Dice. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC.




  African Woodbine A marijuana cigarette, named after the Brit. cigarette Woodbine. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Afro-American Liberation Army A black terrorist group active on college campuses and in cities. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Afro-Asian-Latin American People’s Solidarity Organization A Cuban overseas undercover revolutionary group. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  after-hour clubs Taverns and nightclubs open later than permitted by law, usu. posing as social clubs. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  after the beef Taking place following notification of the police. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  against the stem, up To be addicted to opium, esp. to opium smoking. Drug addict’s use 1890s. REF.: CBA.




  agent n. 1. One who arranges the sale of counterfeit money. Underworld use 1910. 2. One who seeks out bets for the numbers game. 3. A gambler who has a secret agreement with the house that allows him to win. 4. One who seeks out victims for a crooked gambling operation. Gambling and underworld use. 5. One who runs a carnival game. Carnival use. 6. An enforcer of the law, usu. a federal officer. Legal and law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, DC, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  agent provocateur One who observes others secretly by penetrating an opposing group to obtain information or provoke trouble. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC.




  age of consent The age at which someone is legally able to give informed consent to sex; one commits statutory rape if one has sex with another who has not reached the age prescribed in a jurisdiction. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, SCL.




  aggravated assault The attempt to cause or the causing of serious injury intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly with indifference to the value of human life, or causing injury with a deadly weapon. Jurisdictions punish this type of assault more severely than simple assault. Legal and law enforcement use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, DC.




  aggravated battery An illegal application of force to another, distinguished by serious consequences or circumstances such as the presence of a deadly weapon. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL.




  aggravated prostitution Running a prostitution house or operation. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  aggression n. Behavior typified by verbal or physical attack. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  aggressive patrol The holding and questioning of suspicious-looking people. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  aggro n. Aggressive behavior. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  agitator n. One who is constantly attempting to provoke other prisoners to dissatisfaction or rebellion. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP.




  agnomen n. A nickname or alias. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  agonies n. The symptoms one experiences during drug withdrawal, esp. in the early phases. Cf. withdrawal. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  agricrime n. The stealing of crops or farm equipment. Media use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  A-head n. 1. A heavy user of acid. Drug culture use. 2. One who uses amphetamines. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  ah-pen-yen n. Opium. Drug addict’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Al Car The police unit that investigates accidents. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  aid and abet To help or facilitate the commission of a crime. Cf. accessory; accomplice. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  aided card A police matter involving an injured or sick person, requiring a form to be completed. Police use, NYPD. REF.: CBA, LC.




  AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) A devastating, lethal epidemic which decreases the body’s ability to combat disease, producing a susceptibility to infection. The disease was first recognized in the U.S. in the summer of 1981, but was known to exist much earlier. Since transmission of the disease takes place when there is an exchange of bodily fluids, esp. blood and semen, there is greater risk for those who share intravenous needles, engage in anal or oral sex and even in sexual intercourse. AIDS has considerably reduced homosexual activity and prostitution and, to some degree, heterosexual prostitution. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, IADDA.




  Aimies n. A street term for amphetamines. Cf. amphetamine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  aimless Amy Amyl nitrite. Cf. popper. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  AIP n. Heroin made from poppies grown in Afg., Iran, and Pak. often shipped via Turk. to the West. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  air and exercise 1. To be whipped, esp. while locked in the stocks. Obs. 1840 prison use. 2. Hard labor on a prison rockpile. Obs. 1930 prison use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  air bear A police helicopter. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  air dance Execution by hanging. AKA: air jig; air polka. U.S. underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  airedale n. 1. A bootlegger’s employee on the waterfront. U.S. Bootlegger’s use 1930. 2. A trustworthy accomplice. U.S. underworld use 1936. 3. An apparently well-to-do seller of stocks dealing in white-collar crime. U.S. underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  air gun A compressed-air or gas-powered projectile weapon. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  airing, take someone out for an Taking someone out and killing them. U.S. underworld use 1932. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  air injec. Death by the injection of air into a vein. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  air interdiction U.S. Customs Service’s anti-smuggling program along the border with Mexico. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  air jig See: air dance.




  air piracy The hijacking of aircraft. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  air pirate One who hijacks aircraft. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  airplane; aeroplane n. 1. A marijuana cigarette butt. Drug culture use. Gambling use. 2. A device used to hold the lit butt of a marijuana cigarette so it can be smoked without the user burning his fingers; a roach clip. v. To inhale marijuana smoke through the nose. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, F, SJDD, WF.




  air polka See: air dance.




  airtel n. An internal FBI communication. FBI use. REF.: CBA, FBI.




  airtight adj. Planned to perfection, usu. regarding an alibi or criminal operation. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, PT.




  aka; AKA Alias; also known as. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alarms by carrier An alarm button that alerts police or fire stations to a problem by use of high radio frequencies, which travel over regular phone lines in the U.K. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alarm sheet A tip-off concerning the description of a forger. Underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  alarm station 1. A public box which can be used to notify the proper authorities, e.g., an alarm notifying the fire department. 2. A secret alarm which relays a signal, usu. silently, directly to the police or similar authority. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  Al-Assifa A Syrian terrorist organization. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alba de narco (for.) A narcotics agent, from the Spanish. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  alc n. 1. An intoxicating drink containing alcohol. Underworld use. 2. The approximate lethal concentration of a poison or drug. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  alcohol n. A depressant that affects the central nervous system. Gen. use. REF.: ACM, CBA, JEMS, LTC, SJDD.




  alcoholic n. One who is completely controlled by the use of alcohol and is unable to lead a normal life due to the effects of alcohol. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  alcoholism n. The disease attributed to the overabuse of alcohol. It is termed acute if one consumes large quantities of liquor in a short time, and chronic if one consumes a smaller amount over an extended time. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, LTC, SJDD.




  alcoholomania n. An overintense desire for alcohol. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alcohometer See: drunk-o-meter.




  alderman n. A crowbar used in entering a house illegally. Cf. little alderman. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Alderman Lushington The victim of a con artist. Aus. underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  Alexander n. A ten-dollar bill. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Al Fatah A terrorist organization led by Yasir Arafat that is pledged to liberating Palestine from Israeli rule. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  algolagnia n. Being sexually satisfied by inflicting or receiving pain. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD, SCL.




  algolagnic n. One who is sexually satisfied by inflicting or suffering pain, e.g., a sadist or masochist. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD, SCL.




  alias n. A name different from one’s legal name; an assumed name. AKA: nom de plume. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, LTC.




  Ali Baba Proof that one was somewhere else when a crime took place; an alibi. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  alibi n. The offering of evidence that a defendant was elsewhere at the time of a crime. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  alibi ghee 1. A witness for the defense substantiating the defendant’s whereabouts. 2. A person who always has an alibi. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  Alibi Ike Someone who always has an excuse, from the character in the Ring Lardner short story. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alibi store A game of skill which is unlikely to be won. Carnival use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  Alice B. Toklas A marijuana-filled brownie named for the lesbian lover of Gertrude Stein, who wrote a cookbook which includes a recipe for marijuana-laced fudge. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  alien n. 1. A vagabond. Police use. 2. One whose citizenship is that of a country other than the one he is in. Gen. use. REF.: CD, CBA, DC, LTC.




  alienage n. The situation of one who is an alien. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  alien and sedition laws Short-lived legislation in 1798 that made it a criminal offense to speak or publish any untrue, libelous or defamatory statement against the federal government in order to incite others to commit seditious acts. Cf. sedition. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  alienation n. A feeling of being unwanted or unaccepted by society. Sociological use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alien enemy A citizen of a country whose country is at war with the one he lives in. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  alienist n. A specialist in mental diseases who gives evidence as to a defendant’s mental state when the crime took place. Legal and medical use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC.




  alkali n. A whiskey, esp. illegal. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  alki; alky n. Alcohol, esp. illegal. U.S. underworld use 1846. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, SJDD.




  alki cooker; alky cooker The distilling of liquor. U.S. bootlegger’s use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  alki racket, the The distillation and distribution of illegal liquor. U.S. bootlegger’s use 1922. REF.: CBA, DU.




  alky See: alki.




  alky cooker See: alki cooker.




  all n. The full term of a prison sentence without time off for good behavior. U.S. prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  all caught up 1. Picked out for murder. 2. Known as a habitual criminal. 3. An area completely exploited by crime. 4. To be discovered engaged in crime. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  allegation n. 1. A charge made without proof. Gen. use. 2. A statement which a party in a legal proceeding will attempt to prove. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, LTD.




  allege v. To assert without proof or prior to proving; to make a charge or an allegation. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CVB, LTC, LTD.




  alleged offender One who has been charged with committing a crime but has not been convicted. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  alley n. The walkway between prison cells. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  alley apple A rock or brick used in a street fight. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP.




  alley cat A whore. U.S. underworld use 19th. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  alley juice Methanol or methyl alcohol. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, F, SJDD.




  alley rat One who steals, esp. one who steals in narrow places. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL.




  all geezed up Drugged. AKA: all lit up. Drug addict’s use 1934. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  All Hallows The stealing of horses. Underworld use 1592. REF.: CBA, DU.




  alligatoring n. The structural deterioration of wood exposed to fire resulting in a cracked and ridged appearance, indicating the degree of carbonization the wood has experienced, which could explain the fire’s cause. Arson investigation use. REF.: AA, CBA.




  all lit up See: all geezed up; lit.




  all-night money The amount a prostitute charges a customer to spend the entire night with her. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  allocution n. The mandatory demand by the court asking a convicted felon why the court should not proceed with sentencing. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC.




  allograph n. A signature made by one person for another, usu. for purposes of forgery. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  all screw A guard who is exacting in the enforcement of all rules. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  all star One who uses a variety of drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  all the year round A prison sentence of one year. Aus. prison use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  alpha powder An addictive narcotic in powdered form. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Alps, the; Alps, go over the To be sent to Dartmoor Prison. U.K. underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Alsatia the higher A community once providing freedom from arrest for debtors, but which later lost that freedom from constant abuse of the privilege. Obs. Brit. use 18th. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  alter n. A pipe used for smoking opium. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA.




  alteration of a gaming device Illegally rigging gambling equipment to give an unfair advantage to the house; a serious crime in Nevada. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  altercation n. An argument or skirmish. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  alzo n. 1. A protection agreement between criminals and police who have been bribed. 2. The advantage one group of criminals has over another in a certain area. 3. An area ripe for stealing. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS.




  Amanita muscaria A mushroom which contains the hallucinogen muscarine and is sometimes mistaken for the magic mushrooms of the genus Psilocybe which are eaten to produce a high. This is often a fatal mistake as the Amanita muscaria is usu. poisonous. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  amapola n. A blood-red poppy grown in Mexico from which opium is extracted. Drug culture and horticultural use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  amarilla (for.) n. A barbiturate, esp. one in a yellow capsule, from the Spanish word for yellow. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  ambidexter n. 1. A lawyer or juror who obtains payment or bribes from both sides of a legal action. Obs. underworld use 1532. 2. A gambler who bets both sides. Obs. gambling use 1532. REF.: CBA, CD, CDVT, LTC.




  ambisexual n. One who participates in heterosexual and homosexual activities. Medical use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  ambulance chaser An opportunistic or shady personal injury lawyer. U.S. gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  ambush n. 1. Deceitful use of measuring devices in the weighing of goods or money. Underworld use 1890. 2. An attack catching the victim unaware. 3. The place where a surprise attack is made from. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC.




  amentia n. An inborn lack of intelligence, reason, or mental capacities. Legal and medical use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  American common law The laws and legal principles of England that have been adopted as a natural part of law in the U.S. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, LTD.




  American tweezers An instrument used by burglars to open locked doors. Underworld use 1840. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  American way Coexistence between rival organized crime factions. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  ames See: amys.




  amico n. A friend or member. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  amico nostro n. A friend or member of one’s organization. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  amicus curiae 1. One who is asked to clarify difficult technical matters related to a trial, or provide the court with his expertise upon a certain subject. 2. Latin for a friend of the court. 3. One who has no right to appear in court but is allowed to give evidence in order to protect his own interest. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC.




  Amistad A reservoir on the Rio Grande near Del Rio, Texas, and Ciudad Acuna, Mexico, that is a popular route for smugglers and illegal aliens. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ammies n A street term for the drug amyl nitrite. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB.




  amnesia n. The loss or impairment of memory due to an organic traumatic experience. In a criminal proceeding, amnesia is not reason enough for one not to stand trial. Medical and legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC, LTC.




  amnesty n. An act by a government abolishing and forgetting the offense of al or certain persons guilty of a crime, usu. political in nature. Cf. pardon; parole. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC, LTD.




  amobarbitol n. A barbiturate drug often abused by addicts. Cf. barbiturates. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  amoeba n. PCP. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  amok n. A murderous or violent frenzy. adv. In a violent or murderous manner or state. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  amotivational syndrome Behavior resulting from lack of motivation and loss of will that leaves one vulnerable to suggestion and manipulation, conduct which is often apparent in chronic drug users. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  amp n. An amphetamine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA.




  amped n. Amphetamine induced intoxication. Drug addict’s use 1970s, v. To be high on amphetamines or other stimulants. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  amphet; amt; AMT n. An amphetamine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  amphetamine n. A sympathomimetic drug or stimulant for the central nervous system which produces such effects as restlessness, anxiety, and irritability; often abused by drug addicts. Cf. dextroamphetamine; methamphetamine. Medical use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, JEMS, LTC, TOP, SJDD.




  amps n. 1. An ampule or vial for a hypodermic needle. 2. More than one amphetamine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  ampule n. A tiny sealed vial containing drugs. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  amputate v. To flee or get away. Underworld use 1903. REF.: CBA, DU.




  amputation n. A form of criminal punishment, used from First Cent., still employed by many Arab countries where fingers and hands of convicted thieves are amputated. REF.: CBA.




  amscray v. To run away quickly. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  amt; AMT See: amphet.




  amuse v. 1. To toss dust in the eyes of an intended robbery victim. 2. To keep a store owner off guard by telling entertaining stories while an accomplice steals goods. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  amusement The act of being deceptive. Underworld use 1797. REF.: CBA, DU.




  amusers n. Confederates who would rob a person by having one throw dust in the victim’s eyes and the other take the goods while pretending to be of help. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  amyl nitrite A drug used to dilate a blood vessel, which produces a brief but powerful surge of euphoria when abused. It has long been popular with homosexual male drug abusers. Medical use. REF.: CBA, JEMS, SJDD.




  amys; ames n. A street term for amyl nitrite. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS, SJDD.




  Amytal A registered name for the barbiturate amobarbitol, often abused by drug addicts. Cf. barbiturate. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  anabaptist n. A pickpocket caught and given water torture. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  anal eroticism Sexual behavior that is preoccupied with the anus. AKA: analism. Medical use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  anal-genital Sexual behavior involving penetration of the anus by the penis. Medical use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  analgesic n. Any pain relievers which are often abused by addicts. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  analism See: anal eroticism.




  anaphrodisiac n. A chemical designed to reduce a male’s sexual arousal. Medical use. REF.: CBA, SCL.




  anarchism n. A political theory and ideology that holds that all forms of government are unnecessary and unwanted, and that a society based on free association of groups and individuals and voluntary cooperation should be established. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  anarcho-syndicalism The revolutionary dogma that trade unions will inevitably control society, a strike being the main threat. Political use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  anarchy The absence of government. Criminal anarchy is a doctrine advocating the overthrow of the government by violent means, usu. a felony. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, EC.




  anascha n. Hashish cultivated in Islamic areas of southern U.S.S.R. U.S.S.R. drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ancay n. A prison. Cf. ugmay; umpchay. U.S. underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anchor n. 1. Reprieve of an execution order. Prison use 1929. 2. A juror who is bribed. Underworld use 1936. 3. A button or pin on a pocket used to prevent it from being picked. Underworld use. 4. A means of short-circuiting a radio wire by connecting one end to a metal tub, which acts as a silencer for anyone trying to listen in. U.S. underworld use. v. To reprieve an execution order. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  anchor, swallow the 1. To turn oneself in. 2. To give up on a crime or a career of crime. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anfo; ANFO n. A blasting substance made from ammonium nitrate and fuel oil. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  angel n. 1. One who is an easy target for criminals. Underworld use 1904. 2. An easy target for investments in theatrical enterprise swindles. Underworld use. 3. A degenerate homosexual. Underworld and prison use 1927. 4. Cocaine. Aus. drug addict’s use 1925. 5. One who provides the money for a large-scale crime that necessitates much preparation and planning. Prison use. REF.: BR, CBA, DAL, DAS, DU. IWTP, SJDD.




  angel cake and wine A punishment allowing the offender to eat only bread and water. U.S. prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  angel dust The drug PCP or phencyclidine, which was originally introduced as a substitute for THC or tetrahydrocannabinol found in marijuana, but currently used on its own. AKA: busy be. Drug addict’s use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, F, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  angel hair A street term for PCP. AKA: angle mist. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  angels, the A trick of the trade known to any criminal. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  angie n. Cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1940s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  angle n. 1. A means of obtaining money illegally. Underworld use 1929. 2. The approach that a con artist employs in his swindle. Con artist’s use. 3. Writing that displays an angle as the connection between the downstroke and upstroke of a letter. Handwriting analysis use. 4. The method one employs in cheating. Gambling use. v. To take from another’s pocket. Underworld use 1621. REF.: CBA, DU, HC, HW, WP, PT, WF.




  angle mist: See: angel hair.




  anglers n. 1. Thieves who use a hooked stick to steal from shop windows. 2. Pickpockets. Obs. U.K. underworld use 1940. REF.: CBA, CD, CDVT, DU.




  angling n. Striking up a private agreement in a game of cards, e.g., agreeing to share the winnings no matter who wins. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  angling cove One who takes in stolen goods. Obs. 1920 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Angola black Blackish marijuana from Angola. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  anhalonium n. The cactus from which mescaline is derived. Drug culture use 1900s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  animal n. A street term for LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, JEMS, SJDD.




  animal cracker An animal cracker laced with LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  animal theft The stealing of animals. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  animal tranquilizer This was the orig. use of the drug PCP but it has since been banned for use on animals; now used exclusively by humans. Gen. use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  animated ivories Dice. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  animus furandi Latin for intent to steal. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  ankle n. 1. A holster worn about the ankle. Underworld use. 2. A woman who gives birth out of wedlock. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ankles See: anklets.




  ankle shackle A securing device, similar to handcuffs worn around the ankles. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  anklets n. Irons, or shackles, worn just above the ankle. AKA: ankles. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  annex v. To take away. Obs. 1940 U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anodyne v. To murder. Obs. 1920 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anoint v. To lash or whip someone. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP, RL.




  anomie; anomy n. A lack of ethical or legal values or purpose in a society or person. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  anomy See: anomie.




  anorectic n. A controlled substance which helps to reduce one’s appetite and is much less addictive than amphetamines; often abused by addicts. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  ant n. A drug dealer who only sells enough to support his own habit. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  Antabuse n. The drug tetraethylthiuram disulfide which is used in the treatment of alcoholism. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  antagonist n. A drug designed to counteract the effects of another drug. Cf. narcotic antagonist. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  antecedents n. The historical background of a criminal. U.K. police use. REF.: CBA.




  antelope lay, the Stealing of hogs. Obs. 1937 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anthropophagy n. Cannibalism. Scientific use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  anticipatory offense A criminal act which has as its goal a further crime, e.g., an attempt to kill someone. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL.




  antidepressant n. A drug used to treat depression. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  antidote n. 1. A hypodermic syringe loaded with an addict’s drug of choice, the fastest way to end a craving for drugs. Drug addict’s use 1970s. 2. A drug or chemical which counteracts the effects of a poisonous substance. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  anti-freeze n. A street term for heroin. Drug addict’s use. Cf. heroin. REF.: CBA, F, LTC, SJDD.




  antiqua n. Lettering similar to Roman style. Handwriting analysis use. REF.: CBA, HW.




  Anti-Racketeering Act A federal law forbidding interference with interstate commerce. Cf. Hobbs Act. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  antisocial personality A sociopathic disorder of character marked by immoral behavior. Sociological use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  anti-terrorist hot line See: red telephone.




  antitrust laws Statutes which outlaw price-fixing, discrimination, and other unfair business practices which protect against monopolies. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  A Number One man; A No. 1 man This is a term that top-flight criminals use to describe themselves or their counterparts. Underworld use 1901. REF.: CBA, DU.




  anus bandit One who is imprisoned for the crime of sodomy. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP.




  A-one; A-1 adj. The finest, one who is completely trustworthy. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP.




  A-115 n. The number of a prison rule that covers many of the offenses committed by inmates. California prison use. REF.: CBA, MSL.




  apartment girl A prostitute who works in her own or in her customer’s apartment. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ape n. 1. A crook, esp. one who uses force and brute strength. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  aphasia n. A disease affecting the brain which results in the loss of hearing, sight, speech or motion or any combination of these senses. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  aphrodisiac n. Anything that increases or initiates sexual arousal. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, SCL.




  apostle n. An opium pellet prepared for smoking. Drug addict’s use 1900s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  apostles v. To steal from one person to pay back another; to rob Peter to pay Paul. Obs. U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  apparent danger A situation of such great personal risk, due to an overt display of aggression, that killing in self-defense becomes necessary. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC.




  appeal n. A request for a completed trial case to be moved to a higher court for review. Legal use. Cf. case on appeal; courts of appeal; federal appeals. REF.: CBA, CD, CVB, DC, LTC, LTD.




  appearance n. Presenting and submitting oneself to the court’s authority. Legal use. Cf. initial appearance; nonappearance. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, LTD.




  appear citation A ticket for a traffic offense. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  apple n. 1. The victim of a con artist; a sucker; a dupe. U.S. con artist’s use 1947. 2. One who is not addicted to drugs. 3. Any barbiturate tablet or capsule, esp. the brandname drug Seconal which is sold in a bright red capsule. Drug addict’s use 1980s. Cf. Doctor Bates; hick; hoosier. REF.: CBA, DU, HC, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  apple squire One who takes money from the prostitutes who work for him. Obs. 1700 underworld use. Cf. pimp. REF.: CBA, DU.




  applicant work The FBI’s investigations of backgrounds for those applying for federal employment. FBI use. REF.: CBA, FBI.




  apprehend v. To capture a suspected criminal. Police use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  apprehend the perpetrator To capture a suspected criminal. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  apprehension n. The taking of a suspect into legal custody. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  approach n. The technique used to accost a victim. Con artist’s use. v. To enter into a criminal endeavor. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  approver n. One accomplice who accuses his accomplices of the same crime and who testifies at the court’s discretion against his companions in hopes of reducing his own punishment. Years ago, if one failed to convince the jury of his confederates’ guilt, he was hung. AKA: prover. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC.




  apps n. Equipment or apparatus used for preparing and injecting drugs. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  April fool copper 1. A detective, usu. private. 2. A small-town police officer. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  April fools The instruments a burglar uses, so named because they rhyme with tools. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  aprobarb n. A shortening of aprobarbital, a barbiturate mixture. Medical use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  arak (for.) n. A liquor made from grain, grapes or plums common in the Middle East. Arabic gen. use. REF.: CBA, TOP.




  ARC (AIDS-Related Complex) See: Lymphadenopathy; AIDS.




  arcade n. An arch-like form made from a connection of downstrokes and upstrokes. Handwriting analysis use. REF.: CBA, HW.




  arch cove; arch gonnof; arch rogue A title for a leader of a gang of criminals. Cf. dimber dambers; upright man. Obs. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU.




  arch dell A female leader of a gang of criminals. AKA: arch doxy. Obs. U.K. underworld use 1725. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  arch doxy See: arch dell.




  archfiend n. An enemy or an evil spirit, esp. Satan. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  arch gonnof See: arch cove.




  arctic explorer One who is addicted to drugs. Drug addict’s use 1942. Cf. sleigh ride; snow. REF.: CBA, DU.




  area-diver See: sneak.




  area man The organized crime boss of a section of a city that consists of several districts. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  area of origin The general area in which a fire starts. Arson investigation use. REF.: AA, CBA.




  area slum See: area sneak.




  area sneak; area-diver; area slum 1. The art of sneaking through residential areas and stealing things from open windows. Obs. 1920 underworld use. 2. One who steals in this manner. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Are you carrying? See: Are you holding?




  Are you holding?; Are you carrying?; Are you together? Different ways drug users ask pushers for drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, IDLE, LEB, SJDD.




  Are you together? See: Are you holding?




  argomentazione n. A meeting of at least two crime bosses during which an attempt is made to peacefully resolve disputes. Cf. sit-down. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  argot n. A speech or jargon used by any closed group, e.g., the underworld, to conceal what is being said from those outside the group. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAP, LTC.




  aristoes; aristos n. Prisoners who once worked at white-collar jobs. Prison use 1869. REF.: CBA, DU.




  aristos See: aristoes.




  ark pirate A river pirate. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ark ruffian A riverboat robber in cahoots with the crew of a passenger ship who plundered and stripped his victims, then threw them overboard. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  arm n. 1. A police officer. U.S. underworld use. 2. A portion of hash. Drug culture use 1970s, v. To steal by using force, usu. by means of a headlock. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, DU, SJDD, TN.




  Arm, The A Buffalo crime family or Cosa Nostra whose members are of Italian and Sicilian ethnicity. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, DAL, MLM.




  armed propaganda Any violence associated with terrorist groups. Terrorist use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  armed robbery Aggravated larceny committed on a person or while the victim is present, in which force or the threat of force with a deadly weapon is made. Law enforcement and legal use. Cf. robbery. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, LTC.




  armer n. A thief who uses violent methods. AKA: armerer. Underworld use 1905. REF.: CBA, DU.




  arm man; arm-man One who steals by using threats or actual force. Obs. 1930 underworld use. Cf. mugger. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  arm of the law A police officer, usu. the long arm of the law, implying that one might run but can never hide. Gen. use 1942. REF.: CBA.




  arm on someone, put the To arrest someone. U.S. underworld use 1943. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  arm-pits, put up to his To swindle a confederate out of his share of the booty. Obs. 1910 U.S. underworld use. Cf. swim for it. REF.: CBA, DU.




  arm-squirt A hypodermic needle. U.S. drug traffic use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  army disease A morphine addiction, so called because many wounded soldiers were given morphine. Military use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  army marbles A pair of dice. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  army roll A roll of the dice on a soft surface controlled by the shooter. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  aroma; Aroma See: aroma of men.




  Aroma of Man See: aroma of men.




  aroma of men; Aroma of Man A brand of amyl nitrite. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  around the back Solitary confinement cells in a prison. Prisoner use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  around the clock Working a different shift every two weeks. Police use, NYPD. REF.: CBA, LC.




  around the turn In the process of withdrawal from drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  arr n. An arrest. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  arraign v. To bring the accused to court to read him his rights, the charges against him and to hear his plea. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC, LTD.




  arraignment n. The hearing at which charges are read, the defendant is informed of rights, a plea is entered and, if necessary, a lawyer is appointed. Legal use. Cf. information. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CLL, CVB, DC, LTC, LTD.




  arrest v. To take a suspect into custody by authority of law in order to charge him with a criminal offense, or to undertake juvenile proceedings. Authority to arrest is granted by an arrest warrant, an officer’s belief that commission of a felony has been perpetrated by the suspect, or for any crime committed before the officer’s eyes. Private citizens may also make an arrest under certain circumstances. Gen. use. Cf. citizen’s arrest; false arrest; warrant. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, CVB, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  arrestable offense A crime that has a sentence prescribed by law and must be handed down. U.K. legal use. REF.: CBA, NPS.




  arrest of judgment Deferment of judgment in a court case, after the verdict, because of errors discovered in the record. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  arrest record A police department file kept to record information about the offender and offense, as well as al prior offenses, which is valuable to the judge for sentencing purposes. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  arrest warrant A written order issued by a court that authorizes arrest of the named person. Cf. warrant. Law enforcement and police use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CLL, CVB, LTC, LTD.




  arsab n. 1. Sabotage perpetrated by an arsonist. 2. One who commits sabotage by arson. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  arsenal n. 1. A supply of weapons. Gen. use. 2. A supply of drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  arsenic n. A poison most commonly produced as a byproduct of lead smelting. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  arson n. The unlawful and malicious destruction of property, esp. buildings, by fire or explosion. The felony is generally categorized by degree: first degree being the burning of a residence, usu. at night; second degree being the burning of any building near residential property, usu. at night; third degree being the burning of any property with intent to recover insurance; and fourth degree being an attempt to burn property. Gen. use. REF.: AA, BLD, CBA, CD, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  arsonist n. One who commits arson. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  arson ring People who work together setting fires, usu. to defraud insurance companies. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Arthur Duffy; Arthur K. Duffy Feigned withdrawal symptoms in an attempt to acquire drugs from a sympathetic doctor. Drug addict’s use 1900s. REF.: CBA.




  Arthur Duffy (Dan O’Leary, Jesse Owens), take it on the To flee from justice. U.S. underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  artichoke n. A low-class whore who is beyond her prime. Underworld use 1889. Cf. heaty choke. REF.: CBA, DU.




  articles n. 1. A supply of guns. Obs. 1890 underworld use. 2. Women kidnapped and shipped to South America where they are sold into prostitution. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  artillery n. 1. Guns. Underworld use 1914. 2. The equipment used to inject drugs, including needles, wire, spoon and eyedropper. Drug addict’s use 1931. Cf. gun; heat; works. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  artillery man One who uses a hypodermic needle to inject narcotics. Drug addict’s use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  artist n. 1. A clever criminal, con artist or gambler, usu. one commanding respect. Underworld and prison use 1859. 2. One who draws sketches of crime suspects based on eyewitness descriptions. Police use. Cf. police artist; take; talent. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, IWTP.




  art squad A police unit investigating art theft and fraud. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ashcan; ash-can n. A bomb or mortar round. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ashes n. Marijuana, prob. refers to the residue of marijuana left in a pipe after smoking. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  ask for cotton The state of an addict who is so hard up for drugs that he begs for the cotton that other addicts have used to strain their drugs and ingests whatever residue he can find. Drug addict’s use 1930s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Asklepieion therapy A self-help program for prisoners designed for exposure in a group setting to the positive philosophy of transactional analysis under a role-model’s leadership. The program, which has greatly reduced recidivism, began at the federal prison at Marion, Ill., in 1968 and has since used former group members as role models. Prison use. Cf. Synanon. REF.: CBA, DAP.




  asocial n. A prisoner who keeps to himself, usu. a long-time criminal or sex offender. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  asphalt jungle The poor and usu. crime-ridden sections of any large city. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  asphyxia n. A condition of suffocation or suspended animation that may cause death, resulting from choking, drowning, breathing poisonous gas, etc. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  asphyxiate v. To impede one’s regular breathing and to cause unconsciousness or death. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  asphyxiation n. A death caused by a lack of oxygen, usu. from breathing a lethal gas, e.g., exhaust from a car or execution in a gas chamber. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  aspirin n. The drug acetyl salicylic acid, usu. used as medicine, but can be addictive. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  aspirin hound A person who is addicted to using aspirin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, SJDD.




  aspirin smoke A cigarette spiked with crushed aspirin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  asport v. To steal or move stolen property. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  asportation n. Removing of property from one place to another, which is a critical element for a larceny to take place. The actual distance of removal need not be great. Legal use. Cf. carrying away. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  assail v. To violently attack a person. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTD.




  assailant n. One who attacks another. Law enforcement and legal use. REF.: CBA, LTD.




  assassin n. One who plans to kill someone of prominence; usu. a fanatic or revolutionary killer. Gen use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  assassinate v. To murder someone without provocation, or to kill someone for hire. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTD.




  assassination n. The murder of someone who has provided no provocation or cause of resentment to the murderer; usu. the killer is hired by another party or the act is committed for political, social or personal reasons. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC, LTD.




  assassin’s special n. An automatic .22-caliber gun with a silencer. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  assault n. An unlawful attempt or threat to inflict bodily injury which results in the victim reasonably fearing such an injury. Unlike battery, there is no physical contact. Legal and law enforcement use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, CVB, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  assault, simple An attempt to injure another without aggravating circumstances, e.g., use of a deadly weapon. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  assault and battery Any illegal physical contact of another person. Cf. battery. Legal and law enforcement use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  assaults n. Personnel and dogs used by police during threatening situations, e.g., assault squads or assault dogs. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  asscache; asskash n. Drugs hidden in the rectum. Drug traffic use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  assignation, house of See: house of assignation.




  assisting offenders Providing aid to anyone who is known to have committed an offense. U.K. legal use. REF.: CBA, NPS.




  Assize n. A court session whereby the judges of the Queen’s Bench Division travel from one circuit town to another to hear cases brought before them. There are seven circuits within England and Wales. U.K. legal use. REF.: CBA, SCM.




  asskash See: asscache.




  asylum n. 1. The granting by churches or governments of sanctuary to suspected criminals; while a nation has the right to grant asylum, a refugee has no legal right to claim it. Legal use. 2. An insane asylum. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD.




  ataraxics n. A type of tranquilizer often abused by drug addicts. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ataxia n. A muscular coordination problem that results in unsteady or shaky handwriting. Handwriting analysis and medical use. REF.: CBA, HW.




  atch v. To arrest. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  at large To be free from prison or arrest, usu. applied to escaped prisoners or other hunted fugitives. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  at liberty Freedom from imprisonment, slavery, or any other form of captivity. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  atom bomb Marijuana spiked with heroin. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  atrocity n. Any brutal, cruel, barbaric, evil, or horrifying act. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  atshitshi (for.) n. Marijuana. S. Afri. drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  attache-casing Collecting bribes so large that they must be carried in a briefcase. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  attack v. To take offensive action against another in an attempt to cause harm. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  attack dog A dog trained to attack intruders or threatening individuals on command. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  attainder n. The cessation of one’s civil rights and forfeiture of estate upon being sentenced to death, no longer permissible in the U.S. Cf. bill of attainder. Obs. legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CLL, DC, LTC, LTD.




  attaint v. 1. To find guilty of a crime whose penalty includes forfeiture of civil privileges, e.g., treason. Legal use. 2. To stain, blacken or taint, esp. a person’s reputation. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  attempt n. An overt act that would have resulted in commission of the crime if not for interruption. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  attendant circumstances The facts surrounding an event or commission of a crime. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CL.




  attest v. To make a statement while under oath; to bear witness to. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  attic n. A narcotics addict. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  attitude n. A sudden burst of rage. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB.




  attitude arrest An arrest made because a police officer does not like someone’s behavior. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  attorney n. A person schooled in the law, admitted to practice in a jurisdiction, and authorized to advise, act on behalf of, and represent people in legal proceedings. AKA: lawyer. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CLL, LTC, LTD.




  attorney-client privilege The doctrine that allows communications between an attorney and his client to remain confidential. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTD.




  attorney general The head of the U.S. Department of Justice, the top legal official of individual states, or the head of England’s bar and legal officer of the Crown, who in each case gives his advice and opinion on legal matters and represents his jurisdiction. Gen. use. Cf. Solicitor General. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  attorney general’s bill An indictment brought before a grand jury with the court’s permission without previously being brought before a judge. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  Auburn Silent System A system of prison discipline begun in 1816 that gave birth to the workshops of modern prisons and is still practiced, though greatly modified. Through this system, prisoners were confined to their solitary cells at night, but in order to alleviate the monotony of constant confinement and the possibility of insanity or suicide, they were allowed out of their cells each day to work in the prison shop and have meals. During this period, they were forbidden to speak to one another so that criminal ideas could not be promoted. The workshops also made the prison virtually self-sufficient. Cf. Pennsylvania System of Prison Discipline; prison architecture; silent system. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAP, DC.




  auction n. The name of a card game. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  auction pitch A card game with four to seven players who are dealt six cards, three cards at a time. The player receiving the first deal determines the trump suit, and play continues to his left with the player who wins each trick determining successive trump suits. At the beginning of the game, all players are given seven counters which they must lose in order to win. Loss of a counter occurs when a player successfully matches the number of points, or tricks, won with the number that he bid, or proposed to win, at the beginning of each round. If a player bids two tricks and wins two he may remove two counters. If he bids three and only wins two, he must add three counters to his total; a player can only lose the total number of tricks bid even if he were to win more tricks than he had bid, with four being the maximum bid. Betting may take place throughout the game, and the pot may carry over for each hand dealt until a winner is declared or each player may give the winner a predetermined amount for each counter he holds at the game’s end. Gambling use. REF.: CBA.




  audio surveillance Observation by use of listening devices. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  audio wall probe A miniature microphone used for eavesdropping. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  audit trail A technique used by auditors in tracing the history of a transaction to determine if it was valid. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  aunt n. 1. A whore. Obs. 1850 underworld use. 2. An old whore. Underworld use 19th. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DS, DU.




  Aunt Emma A street term for morphine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  Aunt Hazel Heroin. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  auntie 1. A name for a woman who runs a whorehouse. U.S. underworld use 20th. 2. An older effeminate homosexual. Gen. use. 3. Opium. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU, SJDD.




  Aunt Mary Marijuana. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Aunt Nora Any narcotic, esp. one in a powdered form. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  aurora borealis PCP. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  autem diver One who picks pockets at church. Obs. 1889 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  autem goggler 1. A con artist who uses a spiritual or religious angle to lure his victims. Obs. 1889 underworld use. 2. A fortune-teller. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  autem mott 1. A prostitute. 2. A female con artist who uses a religious angle. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  autem sneak One who steals from churches. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  author n. A drug addict adept at writing counterfeit prescriptions. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  authority The power or right to enforce the law; jurisdiction. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  autoerotic death An accidental form of death that is often mistaken for suicide or homicide, but in reality is attributed to solo sex-related activities. The victim of such a death had attempted to heighten his sensations during masturbation by disrupting the arterial blood supply and diminishing the amount of oxygen to the brain. Death occurs when a miscalculation is made concerning the device used to disrupt blood flow, e.g., the self-rescue mechanism of a noose placed about the neck fails to work. Although not a common mode of death, typical autoerotic deaths include death by hanging or suffocation; the victim may be either male or female. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA.




  autograph n. 1. A swindle where the victim’s signature is obtained to use later in the forging of checks. Con artist’s use. 2 A drug injection. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, HC, SJDD.




  autoleyne n. A career criminal, esp. a professional thief. Cf. carpet. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Automated Regional Justice Information System (ARJIS) A computerized system which helps police find and capture suspects. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  automatism n. A semi-conscious or unconscious state of mind that would result in involuntary actions. As a defense, one ordinarily cannot be held responsible for something he was not aware he was doing due to being in a state of automatism. Medical and legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, DC.




  auto pimp A supplier of prostitutes for men who go to drive-in theaters alone. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  autopsy n. The examination and dissection of a corpse to determine the cause of death, required by law if the death was unnatural or violent, or if the deceased was not under a doctor’s care. Legal and medical use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, LTC.




  autopsy, perform an To rob someone who has fallen down or been injured. Underworld use c.1910. REF.: CBA, DU.




  auto-repair fraud Making exorbitant charges for auto repairs. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  autos de fe (for.) Burning at the stake, since the 5th Cent., from Spanish. REF.: CBA.




  Auto Squad A police unit that identifies abandoned vehicles, inspects cars confiscated in arrests, and return recovered stolen vehicles to their owners. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  auto theft 1. Stealing a motor vehicle with the intention of permanently depriving the owner of it, distinguishable from merely using the vehicle without permission. Cf. joy ride; motor-vehicle-theft. Gen. use. 2. The police department division that handles any robbery involving an auto. Police use. REF.: B, BLD, CBA, LTC.




  autrefois acquit; autrefois convict Pleas used by defendants to assert that no one is to be tried twice for the same offense if a final verdict, guilty or not guilty, was reached at the first trial. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CM, LTC.




  autrefois convict See: autrefois acquit.




  autumn, at Death by hanging. Cf. fall of the leaf. Obs. 1910 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  avenge v. To exact satisfaction from a wrongdoer for his deed; to take revenge. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  aversion therapy A cure by punishing someone for his unwanted behavior by associating it with something very unpleasant, e.g., electric shock or nausea-producing drugs. Prison and medical use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  avispa (for.) n. Barbiturates, from the Spanish word for a wasp, prob. because of the sting. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  avoir du pois lay The theft of brass scale weights from shop counters. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CDVT, CBA, DU.




  avvocato n. A counselor or lawyer for organized crime, representing one or more Cosa Nostra members. Mafiasyndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  awa n. A Hawaiian root which has a narcotic effect when chewed. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  away n. Imprisoned. Underworld use 19th. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU.




  away from the habit To be off drugs. Cf. habit. U.S. drug addict’s use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU. SJDD.




  awful place England’s Dartmoor Prison. U.K. prisoner use 19th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  axe n. A blade or sharp weapon. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  axeman n. 1. A name for the prison barber. Prisoner use 1929. 2. A person who fights with a knife. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  axle grease A bribe. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  ayahuasca n A hallucinogenic prepared from the root of a S. Amer. vine. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  azulillo (for.) n. A barbiturate (esp. Amytal) which is frequently sold in a blue capsule, from the Spanish word for blue. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  B




  B n. 1. Enough marijuana to fill a matchbox. 2. Benzedrine. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, SJDD.




  babbling brook n. 1. Rhyming slang for crook. 2. A woman who is a chronic gossip. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DC, DU.




  babbo n. A duped or an honest citizen. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TOP.




  babe n. A drug used to help an addict going through detoxification. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  babes in the wood n. Criminals locked in wooden stocks as a punishment for crimes. Obs. 1870 U.K. gen. use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  babo n. Nalline, a brand-name narcotic antagonist which is a derivative of morphine, named after a commercial kitchen cleanser because of its cleaning power. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  baby n. 1. Marijuana, because it is gen. the drug of choice for beginning users. 2. A new drug user or a small drug habit. 3. The pain caused by constipation after a prolonged drug binge because it is often as bad as that of childbirth. Drug addict’s use. 4. A “hot” or stolen car. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, SJDD.




  baby bandhouse n. A detention institution for youthful offenders. Cf. bandbox; bandhouse. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  baby battering n. Child abuse. Gen. U.K. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  baby bear n. A police trainee or rookie. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  baby bhang Marijuana. Drug culture use 1979. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  baby doll A barbiturate. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  baby grand Five hundred dollars. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  baby habit The irregular use of a drug. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  baby pro n. A young prostitute, usu. age 16 or younger. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  babysister n. A bodyguard, often for a witness under police protection. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  baby-sit v. To guide a person through an LSD experience, usu. an experienced user who counsels a novice. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  babysitter n. An experienced drug-user who leads a beginner through a drug experience, usu. on LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  Bacarate n. The brand name for phedimetrazine, a controlled substance used as an appetite suppressant and by drug addicts because of the drug’s similarity to amphetamines. Cf. anorectic. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  back v. 1. To burglarize a place via rear entry. Underworld use 1937. 2. To take one drug and then immediately follow it with a dose of a different drug. Drug addict’s use 1968. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  back-alley n. The red light district of a city, a place where prostitutes, striptease and peep shows, and pornographic book stores operate openly and often legally. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  backboard n. A strip which dice are rolled against as a precaution against cheating. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  Back Bolita An illegal numbers game where the winning number is taken from the last two numbers of some unconnected event, e.g. the total score of a football game. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  backdoor artist A cheat or confidence man, esp. a drug addict who cheats his fellow addicts. Underworld use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  back-door parole See: back-gate parole.




  back-door working Burglary and housebreaking. S. Afri. underworld use 1946. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backed-up v. To be under the influence of drugs. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  backer n. 1. One who finances a criminal enterprise, esp. a gambling operation. Gambling use. 2. The accomplice in a greengoods swindle who provides the money used to lure the victim. AKA: capitalist. Con artist’s use 1898. Cf. green goods. REF.: CBA, DC, DU, WF.




  back-gate commute See: back-gate parole.




  back-gate discharge See: back-gate parole.




  back-gate exit See: back-gate parole.




  back-gate parole n. The death of a prisoner who has yet to complete his term. AKA: back-door parole; back-gate commute; back-gate discharge; back-gate exit. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU.




  backing n. A confidence game where the victim finds himself implicated in criminal activity and liable for punishment should he report the swindle. Obs. 1920 con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backing and filling n. To fill a confidence game victim with hope. Con artist’s use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backing a warrant The endorsement of a warrant by the receiving jurisdiction. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  back jump An escape through the back door after burglarizing a house. Burglar’s use 1898. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backlog n. The cases pending on a court’s calendar. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  backs n. Counterfeit money, usu. crude, often only printed on one side, used as bait in a confidence game. Cf. fronts; greenbacks. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backscratching n. Flogging, usu. as a punishment for crimes. Underworld use 1870. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backscuttle n. To enter a house through the rear, usu. by burglars. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  back stall n. A strong-arm robber’s accomplice, one who screens him from view, often the one who flees with the loot. Cf. front stall. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  backtime n. The unserved time that a parole violator must make up if returned to prison. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  back to back A reverse bet in gambling. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  back-track v. To withdraw blood into the syringe when injecting drugs. Cf. flushing. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, F, LTC.




  backup; back up n. The route to the death chamber or the chamber itself. Cf. bring up. Prison use. v. To prepare a vein for an injection of a drug. Drug addict’s use 1930.REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  backup man The accomplice of a confidence man, usu. the one who lures the victim. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  backups n. Oversized lights disguised as automobile backup lights, usu. on limousines, used to blind and elude terrorists or kidnappers. Political and corporate security use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  backwards n. Depressant drugs. Cf. forwards. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  bacon v. To escape from prison. U.K. underworld use 1691. n. A policeman or the police in general, from the derog. term pig. Underworld use 1975. REF.: CBA, CDVT, SJDD.




  bad n. A good person or thing; a fellow underworld member. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bad acid Low-grade LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA.




  bad acter See: bad actor.




  bad actor; bad acter A criminal, esp. a murderer. Police and underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  bad bag n. An oversized bag used for shoplifting. AKA: booster bag. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bad blood n. Syphilis. Prisoner’s use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bad bundle n. Damaged heroin, usu. sold at a discount. Drug smuggler’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  bad check A check drawn on an account that does not have a high enough balance to cover it. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bad check passer An individual who writes checks on an account the balance of which is not high enough to cover the check when it is cashed. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bad check statutes The laws which make it a crime to give a worthless or bogus check with the intent to defraud, or having the knowledge that the check writer has insufficient funds to cover the check. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CL.




  bad craziness A bad drug experience; a bad trip. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  baddie n. A criminal with no redeeming characteristics; a bad person. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bad dope A high-grade narcotic; excellent drug. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  bad dough n. Counterfeit currency. Cf. bum dough. Underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DU.




  badge n. 1. The wounds and scars resulting from the burning of the hands or face as a punishment for crimes, the wounds resembling the markings of a badger. Obs. 1880 U.K. underworld use. 2. The criminal thus marked. Obs. 1890 U.K. underworld use. 3. A corruption of badger. 4. The badge of a law enforcement officer. 5. The officer who wears the badge. Law enforcement use. REF.: B, CBA, DU.




  badge man A prisoner who informs on fellow convicts. Prisoner’s use. REF.: B, CBA, DAL, DAS, DU.




  badger n. 1. Waterfront robbers and murderers, they throw the bodies of their victims into the water. Underworld use. 2. A pimp or male whorehouse manager. Obs. 1889 U.K. underworld use. 3. A thief who steals from the clothing of a man engaged with a prostitute. U.S. underworld use 1859. v. l. To torment or harass, e.g., an attorney who badgers a witness. Gen. use. 2. A low-class prostitute. Underworld use 1890. 3. A thief or blackmailer whose specialty is the badger game. Underworld use 1891. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU, LTC, MU.




  badger-crib See: badger game.




  badger game A racket where a prostitute’s accomplice steals from or blackmails her customer, usu. by posing as her wronged husband. AKA: badger-crib; panel-crib con. Underworld use. REF.: BR, CBA, CD, DU, FTU, IWTP, PT, SCL.




  badgering Working the badger game. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  badger worker n. The female decoy who entraps a crime victim, usu. a prostitute. Underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bad go To have fewer or inferior drugs delivered than paid for in a drug deal. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  bad grass Marijuana spiked with PCP. Drugaddict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bad green Low-grade marijuana, esp. that which has not been dried and cured properly, said to cause bad effects on users. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  badhouse n. A whorehouse. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bad man A dangerous person, usu. a police officer or informer. Cf. good man. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, PT.




  badmouthing Attacking verbally. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, GB.




  bador (for.) n. A hallucinogenic extract of morning glory seeds, from an Aztec word. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bad rap n. 1. A long prison sentence. Prisoner’s use. 2. A false accusation. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bad scene n. Any bad situation or environment, esp. a bad LSD experience. Drug culture use 1960s and gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  bad secrets Those relating to official misconduct or the cover-ups that invariably follow. Government use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bad seed n. Peyote. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LEB, SJDD.




  bad smash n. Fake coins. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bad trip A bad drug experience, esp. with LSD. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  bag n. 1. A police detective. Underworld use 1929. 2. A prostitute, usu. one well past her prime. Underworld use. 3. A container of drugs. Cf. dime bag; nickel bag. Drug addict’s use. 4. A gambling house worker who steals from his employer. Gambling use. v. 1. To arrest or imprison as a hunter bagging a bird killed illegally. Law enforcement use. 2. To discharge from employment. Gen. use 1915. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU, F, LEB, LTC, SJDD, TN, TOP, WF.




  bag, hold the v. To be fooled or duped, left holding an empty bag instead of one full of money. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bag, in the 1. Something that is a sure thing, esp. something that has been fixed, e.g., a race or a trial. Underworld use. 2. A police officer in uniform. Police use. REF.: CBA, DC, NYPNYPUSE.




  baggage n. 1. Anything which gets in the way of a life of crime, usu. women and children. 2. Women exported to Argentina for prostitution. 3. Anyone who doesn’t pay their own way. Cf. goods. Underworld use. 4. Illegal drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD, WF.




  baggage man The thief who carries off the stolen goods. Cf. swagsman. U.K. underworld use 1718, REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, LEB, LTC, P, TOP.




  baggage smasher A luggage thief. Underworld use 1861. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bagger See: bag thief.




  baggie; baggy n. A small-volume drug pusher, because of the plastic bags they commonly use or the bag of drugs itself. Drug traffic use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bag job A burglary, often an illegal break-in by police when no search warrant has been issued. Underworld and law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  baglady n. 1. A female numbers runner. 2. A homeless or penniless woman who searches for money or items of value in back-alley dumpsters and garbage cans. Probably from the fact that most of these individuals carry a shopping bag containing most of their possessions. Underworld use. 3. A woman who is a small-volume drug pusher. AKA: bag woman. Drug traffic use 1975. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bagman n. 1. A drug dealer. Drug addict’s use. 2. One who picks up and distributes bribes or protection money. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, LEB, LTC, MLM, P, SJDD, TOP, WF.




  bagne (for.) n. A penal colony or prison. Fr. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DG.




  bag onto To grab, seize, or understand. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bag the swag v. To pocket or conceal stolen goods. Underworld use 1819. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bag thief n. A thief who forcibly removes rings from his victim’s fingers. Obs. 1945 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bag woman See: baglady.




  bail n. Money or other security presented to the court to allow the release from custody of a person charged with a crime while guaranteeing his appearance in court at all subsequent proceedings. If he fails to appear, the security is then forfeited. Gen use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CVB, DC, EC, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  bailable action One where a defendant may be released from custody only upon a posted bond. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  bailable offense An offense for which a prisoner may be eligible for bail. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC, LTD.




  bail bond An agreement between a defendant and a court or between one or more sureties designated by the defendant and a court which grants the defendant liberty while awaiting trial and guarantees his presence in court for that trial. If the defendant jumps bail and fails to appear for trial the surety forfeits to the state the specified amount of the bond. Cf. personal recognizance. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, LTD.




  bail bondsman A person who provides bail for the release of a defendant and guarantees the presence of the defendant in court. If the defendant jumps bail and does not appear, the bondsman loses the money deposited with the court. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  Bailiff n. The officer of a court who keeps order, holds prisoners and controls decorum. The area of his jurisdiction is the bailiwick. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CVB, LTC, LTD.




  bailiwick n. A bailiffs jurisdiction. REF.: CBA.




  bail of hay Marijuana, esp. in a large quantity or bale. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  bail out v. To secure release of a cellmate or fellow prisoner who has remained in his cell by oversight. Prisoner’s use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CVB, DAL, DC, EC, LTC, LTD, NPS.




  bait v. Decoying; entrapping. Underworld and police use. REF.: CBA.




  bait-and-switch A sales tactic, illegal in most jurisdictions, where a store advertises a product at a huge discount but claims to have sold out or to have found the product to be defective, and then attempts to switch the consumer to consider a similar product at a much higher price. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, FD, LTC.




  bait money A bundle of money, kept in a bank teller’s drawer, which is set to explode a few minutes after it is removed, spraying everything within the area, including any other money and the bank robber, with an identifying dye. Banking use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  baked v. To be under the influence of drugs. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA.




  baker, the n. The electric chair. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  baking soda base Free-base cocaine which has been produced using baking soda as a solvent instead of ether. Drug traffic use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  balancing the books A bookie who lays off bets at the racetrack. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bale n. One pound or kilogram of marijuana or hashish. Drug smuggler’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LTC, SJDD.




  balk v. Failure to raise one’s hands during a holdup. Underworld use 1922. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Balkan route A frequent course used to smuggle drugs out of Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, into Western Europe. Drug smuggler’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  balky n. Slender stepladders used to scale jail walls; their narrow construction made one balk before climbing. Prisoner’s use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  ball n. 1. A prisoner’s regular allowance, used to buy candy, cigarettes, or other commissary items. Prisoner’s use. 2. A portion of narcotics, or one pill; orig. marijuana. Cf. goofball. Drug culture use. 3. The use of cocaine on the genitals. v. 1. To have a good time. Underworld use. 2. To scold or cause one to be in trouble with prison staff. Obs. 1930 Prisoner’s use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DAS, DU, F, LEB, SJDD.




  balling n. The placement of an amphetamine, esp. methamphetamine, in the vagina before copulation. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  ballistics n The scientific study of projectiles in flight and, in criminal law, the study of firearms. Legal and police use, REF.: CBA, CD, DC, LTC, N.




  ballistic test A test that determines the weapon used to fire a bullet. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  ballistophobia n. An unusually strong, and often irrational fear of bullets. Sociological use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  balloon n. Drugs which are hidden in condoms or balloons to be smuggled or sold. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD, TN.




  balloon ascension n. A trail that vanishes; a criminal case without clues. Law enforcement use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  balloon room A safe place for smoking marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, SJDD.




  ballplayer n. 1. One who betrays his accomplices to authorities. 2. A member of a gang who picks the safest assignment for himself. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  ballum rancum n. A dance of thieves and prostitutes in a whorehouse ball. Underworld use 1785. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU, RL.




  ballyhoo n. The patter that lures the victim into a confidence game. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, FTU.




  balsam n. Money. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, RL.




  bam n. A mixture of barbiturates and amphetamines, making one happy and depressed at the same time. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  bambakacha rambler A marijuana user. Drug culture use 1930s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bambalacha; bambalache n. Marijuana. Drug culture use 1930s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bambalache See: bambalacha.




  bambi n. A mix of heroin and Desoxyn. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB.




  bambinos n. Amphetamines. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bambita n. Amphetamine or methamphetamine. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bamboo n. 1. A pipe used for opium smoking. Cf. sucking bamboo. Drug addict’s use 1929. 2. An opium addict, one who uses the bamboo pipe. Drug addict’s use 1930. 3. The rice paper used to roll a marijuana cigarette. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU, F, SJDD.




  bamboo-puffer n. One who smokes opium. Drug addict’s use 1890s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bamboozle v. To deceive, trick, or swindle. Underworld use 1703. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bambs n. Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bammies n. Low-grade marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  bammy n. 1. Marijuana or a marijuana cigarette. 2. Low-quality marijuana. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  barns n. 1. Amphetamines or barbiturates or a mixture of the two. Drug addict’s use 1970s. 2. Marijuana, esp. of low quality. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  banana peelers Those who dry and smoke banana peels in an attempt to get high, often mixing them with marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  banana race A crooked horse race. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, MLM.




  banana splits Amyl nitrite, because of the smell. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  banana with cheese Marijuana spiked with free-base cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Ban Apple A brand name for amyl nitrite. Medical use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  banco n. A confidence game employing either dice or cards, banco first appeared in the western U.S. in 1855. The game entailed stringing along a victim by allowing him to win a contest until he was fooled into playing for a rather large amount of money. In cards, the victim would be dealt a high card from a marked prearranged deck duping him into betting an amount equal to what he has already won. With the stakes now doubled, the next card would naturally turn up in favor of the dealer. Due to the suspicions aroused by always losing the big bet, accomplices in the game were employed to win and lose in the same manner. Upon losing, they would start a fight with the operator and hence beat the real victim to the opportunity and distract him from protesting. Banco was a short-lived game, as it was easily detected. Among those who employed the game were Charles P. Miller, known as the “King of the Banco Men,” and “Hungry Joe” Lewis who used banco in the 1860s in New York City. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  B-and-A racket n. The illegal beer and alcohol business during Prohibition. Obs. Bootlegger’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bandbox n. A jail or prison where the criminal is forced to face the music, often a small town or country jail where an escape is easily made but not always necessary. AKA: bandhouse. Underworld use 1916. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, IWTP, PT.




  B-and-E Short for of breaking and entering. Cf. breaking and entering. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, CD, MLM.




  bandhouse See: bandbox.




  bandit n. An outlaw, esp. one who terrorizes his victims; orig. a criminal who had been banned from an area. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  Banditos n. A motorcycle gang that operates in the northwest U.S., primarily in Washington and Oregon. Motorcycle gang use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  banditry n. Acts of crime, usu. associated with outlaws in desolate regions and usu. accompanied by acts of violence. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bandog n. 1. A court bailiff or officer. Underworld use 1698. 2. A police officer in uniform. U.S. underworld use 1947. REF.: CBA, DU, RL.




  bane v. To kill by poisoning. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Banette n. The brand name of a hypodermic syringe. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bang n. 1. A portion of drugs, usu. cocaine. 2. The reaction from a drug. Drug addict’s use. 3. A gunshot, explosion, or bombing. Gen. use. v. 1. To take a drug. Drug addict’s use 1930s. 2. To rob someone, usu. by force. Cf. strike. Underworld use 1904. 3. To arrest someone. Police use 1933. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, F, LEB, LTC, P, SJDD, TOP.




  bang a reefer To smoke a marijuana cigarette. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, SJDD.




  bang ’em up An automobile crash. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  banger n. 1. A hypodermic syringe. Drug addict’s use 1950s. 2. An addict who injects drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, LTC, SJDD.




  banging v. Injecting drugs with a hypodermic needle, esp. heroin. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA.




  bang in the arm An injection of drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bang in the head To kill someone, usu. by shooting them. AKA: bang in the noggin. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bang in the noggin See: bang in the head.




  bang it out To have a gunfight with the police, an enemy, or a victim. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bang job n. An assault with firearms. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  Bangkok connection A route used to import drugs from southeast Asia to the U.S. and Canada through the port of Bangkok, Thailand. Drug smuggler’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bang man n. 1. A mob killer or hired killer. 2. A safecracker who uses explosives. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bang off To shoot at someone, usu. a gunfight. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bang out To shoot one’s way out of a tight spot. Underworld use 1910. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bang room A place where drugs are used. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  bangster n. An addict who injects narcotics. Drug addicts’ use 1918. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  bangtail n. A racehorse. Gambling use 1929. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bang to rights To be caught in a criminal act, or to catch someone in the act. Cf. dead bang to rights. Police and underworld use 1932, REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, DC, DU.




  bang up v. 1. To inject drugs, usu. heroin or morphine. Drug addict’s use 1926. 2. To provide inside information, esp. to burglars. U.S. underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  banishment n. The deportation of a person from a country or jurisdiction. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  banji n. Hashish grown in the Middle East. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  bank n. 1. Money, often that used to finance a large heist. Underworld use 1740. 2. Milbank prison. Obs. 1920 U.K. underworld use. 3. A safe place to hide. U.S. underworld use 1925. 4. The house in any gambling operation. Gambling use. 5. Solitary confinement. Prisoner’s use. v. 1. To hide or make secure. Underworld use 1846. 2. To obtain, usu. by thievery. Obs. 1930 underworld use. 3. To split the stolen goods. Obs. 1945 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU, IWTP, TN, WF.




  bank bandit pills A depressant drug in capsule form, esp. barbiturates. AKA: bank bandits. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bank bandits See: bank bandit pills.




  bank burster A bank robber who uses explosives to enter vaults and safes. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bank craps The game of craps where the bank or house accepts all bets rather than the person rolling the dice. If the crap shooter wins, the bank pays him and all those who backed him, but the bank collects from all those who bet against the person rolling the dice. However, if the number seven is rolled on any roll except the first, then the house collects all bets. The bank pays all who bet, either for or against the crap shooter, if the first number rolled is matched on a successive roll. Cf. craps. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  banker n. 1. Anyone who financially backs a robbery, confidence game, or gambling operation. Underworld use 1922. 2. A bank robber. 3. A dishonest bank employee. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, TN, WF.




  banker’s bit A prison sentence of five to ten years. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bank-man n. A bank robber. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bank mob A gang of bank robbers. Police use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bank plant n. 1. A prime target for a bank robbery. 2. A bank robbery. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Bank Robbery Capital of the World The nickname for Los Angeles, Calif. Law enforcement and underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bankroll n. 1. A large supply of money. Gen. use. 2. Newspaper cut to the size of currency and covered with a few legitimate bills, usu. used to lure the victim into a confidence game. Con artist’s use. v. To finance a crime or a criminal enterprise. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bank roll man The one with the money, a backer, banker, dealer, or bag man. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC, WF.




  bank snatcher n. A bank robber. Police use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bank sneak n. A sneak thief who steals bonds or securities from banks. Police and underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  banner n. A sign placed on a prison cell to indicate that the prisoner is to be locked in the cell twenty-four hours a day as a punishment for rules violations or until a hearing on those violations can be held. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  baptist n. A pickpocket who has been caught and ducked in water as punishment. Obs. 1900 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  baptized adj. Liquor that has been watered down. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, RL, SJDD.




  bar n. 1. Marijuana bound in honey or dried sugar and shaped to look like a chocolate bar. Drug culture use. 2. That portion of a courtroom between the judge and the spectators or the railing that separates the spectators from the parties involved in a trial. 3. All the attorneys licensed to practice in a certain jurisdiction; those allowed to go before the bar. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  barb n. 1. A barbiturate. Drug addict’s use. 2. A hypodermic syringe with a dull or bent needle. Drug addict’s use 1969. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  barbaric adj. Savage or cruel. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  Barbary Coast A section of San Francisco known for prostitution and gambling from 1849-1921. Gen. use 1880. REF.: CBA.




  barbecue n. 1. An informal social or business gathering of organized crime figures. Underworld use. 2. A lethal injection of narcotics; a fatal overdose. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  barbecue stool The electric chair. Prisoner’s use 1936. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  barber n. A thief. Aus. use 1945. v. 1. To cheat a fellow thief. Obs. 1900 underworld use. 2. To talk excessively; to gossip. Underworld use 1940. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barber a joint v. To steal from a bedroom while the occupant sleeps. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Barber of Rochdale n. The hangman. Prisoner’s use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barber’s cat n. An opium addict in deteriorating condition. Drug addict’s use 1936. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barber’s chair n. A prostitute, because, like the chair, anyone who can pay the price can take a turn. U.K. underworld use 1621. REF.: CBA, CDVI.




  Barbidex n. A combination of barbiturates and amphetamines. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Barbie dolls Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  barbital n. A barbiturate which has a duration of up to sixteen hours. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  barbitone n. An addictive, hypnotic drug. U.K. medical use 1914. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  barbiturates n. Sedatives used to induce sleep or dull pain, with effects similar to alcohol, usu. obtainable legally only by a physician’s prescription but stolen or replicated illegally and trafficked to narcotic-dependent users. Drug culture use 20th. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, DC, LTC, JEMS, SJDD, TOP.




  barbiturico (for.) n. Barbiturates, from Span. Drug addict’s use 1980. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  barbs; Barbs n. A shortening of barbiturate. Drug addict’s use 20th. REF.: CBA, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  bargain n. 1. A reduction in a prison sentence, usu. for a negotiated guilty plea. Law enforcement and underworld use 1934. 2. Stolen goods. S. Afri. underworld use 1946. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bargain day The time when the prosecution will accept a plea of guilty to a lesser crime than that which the accused is charged with in order to lighten the court’s caseload or to assure a conviction when the evidence is not strong. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bar-girl See: B girl.




  bark v. 1. To inform to the police. Cf. sing; squeak; squeal. Obs. 1930 underworld use. 2. To shoot a firearm. Obs. 1940 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barker See: barking irons.




  barking v. To signal to an accomplice. Am. underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barking irons n. Pistols. AKA: barker. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAL, RL.




  barlow n. A woman of low moral character. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  barmecide n. Morphine, after the character of the same name in The Arabian Nights. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  barmies, the n. 1. An insane prisoner. Convict’s use 1907. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barmy n. A jail ward for insane prisoners. Convict’s use 1907. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barmy, act An attempt to appear insane. Cf. try it on. Convict’s use 1907. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barmy stick A prisoner who feigns insanity. Prison use 1907. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barnacle n. A prostitute or other woman of loose moral character. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  barnard; Barnard n. The member of a confidence game gang who acts as the decoy. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barnard’s law; Barnard’s Law 1. The various tricks of swindling and their use. 2. The profession of a confidence man. Con artist’s use 1552. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barney n. 1. A mob. 2. A dishonest sporting event, game, or race; something whose result has been prearranged. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  barneying n. A swindle or robbery. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barney moke n. A wallet. Underworld use 1941. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bar of soap n. Drugs, because soap rhymes with dope. Drug addict’s use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  baron n. A convict engaged in the prison black market, esp. in cigarettes; short for tobacco baron. U.S. prisoner’s use 1945. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barracoon n. An improvised prison, usu. used on a temporary basis. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  barratry; barretry n. 1. The practice of frequently bringing groundless legal proceedings, a misdemeanor in many jurisdictions. 2. An unlawful or fraudulent act committed by the captain or crew of a vessel, which is contrary to their duty and results in injury to the owner. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, EC, LTC.




  barred dice n. Dice which have been altered to avoid rolling certain numbers. Underworld use 1552. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barrel, in the In prison, esp. solitary confinement. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  barrel, the See: barrel punishment.




  barrel fever The d.t.’s, AKA: delirium tremens, usu. caused by excessive and prolonged use of alcohol. Alcoholics use. REF.: CBA, RL, SJDD.




  barrel house A cheap saloon or whorehouse, at one time in Chicago a saloon, whorehouse, and rooming house in one establishment. Underworld use 1923. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  barrel punishment A prison punishment where a convict is laid over a barrel and whipped; usu. the rest of the inmates are forced to watch. AKA: barrel, the. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  barrels n. A street term for LSD. Cf. LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, IDLE, JEMS, LTC, SJDD.




  barretry See: barratry.




  Barrio Boyle The Boyle Heights section of Los Angeles, a neighborhood which is predominately Mexican-American, many of them illegal aliens, and ranking high in crime. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  barrister n. In English law one who argues cases before a judge. A solicitor prepares cases for trial but the barrister tries the case. U.K. legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  barrow n. A van used to transport prisoners to jail. Cf. black Maria. Aus. prisoner’s use 1942. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barrow man n. A convict whose prison duty is transporting dirt in wheelbarrows. Prisoner’s use 1811. REF.: CBA, DU.




  barrow run A fine of £5. Obs. 1940 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bar sight The rear sight of a gun. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, LTC.




  bar-spreader n. A tool used to force bars apart to get into a building or out of a jail. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  baseballer n. An addict who smokes freebase cocaine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  baseballing Freebasing cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  base binge A spree on freebase cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  base dealer One who deals from the bottom of a deck of cards. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  base house An establishment where crack is sold and used. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  baseman n. 1. The member of a gang of thieves who is adept at finding the least risky position for himself. Cf. distance ghee. Underworld use. 2. A free-base drug user. In group drug abuse the person who ingests the cocaine initially is the first baseman, the next is the second baseman and the next is either the shortstop or the third baseman, depending on how far they want to go with the baseball analogy. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, DAL, SJDD.




  base metal man A counterfeiter. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bash n. 1. A robbery performed by smash-and-grab methods.Underworld use 1920. 2. Marijuana. Drug culture use. v. 1. To beat or assault. Gen. use 1812. 2. To flog as a punishment, usu. with a cat-o’-nine-tails. Prison use 1869. 3. To break into. Underworld use 1904. REF.: CBA, DU, F, SJDD.




  bash, on the Engaged in prostitution. Underworld use 1936. REF.: CBA, DU.




  basher n. 1. A violent thug. Police and underworld use 1810. 2. The prison guard who does the flogging. Prisoner’s use 1939. 3. A smash-and-grab robber. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bashing n. A beating in prison. Prisoner’s use 1869. REF.: CBA, DU.




  basing v. To freebase cocaine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, IDLE.




  basis n. A pimp’s favorite prostitute, the one he might marry when he retires. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  basketballs n. 250 mg. capsules of the hypnotic drug ethchlorvynol, trade name Placidyl. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  basketman n. A collector or conveyor of graft or protection money; a bagman. Underworld use 1936. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bastard n. A child born outside of marriage; in some jurisdictions there is a legal distinction between legitimate and illegitimate offspring. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  bastardy adj. The condition of being illegitimate. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  baste v. To kill violently. Police use 1900. REF.: CBA, DU.




  baster n. A burglar or sneak thief. Underworld use 1890. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bastille n. 1. The House of Corrections in Cold-Bath-Fields, London, so named because its crowding resembled that of the infamous Paris fort which was used as a prison. Obs. 1850 U.K. underworld use. 2. Any jail or prison. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DC, DU.




  Bastille, The Formerly a military prison located in Paris, the ominous structure was used as a prison by the French monarchy and viewed by the populace as a symbol of oppression and later as a symbol of freedom and liberty when the prison was overrun July 14, 1789, Bastille Day, and the French Revolution began. REF.: CBA, DC.




  bastinado n. A whipping or thrashing administered with a stick, esp. to the soles of the feet. Gen. use 16th. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bat n. 1. A prostitute, usu. one who works the streets, because they go to work as night falls. Underworld use 1612. 2. The price of a pitchman’s goods. Underworld use 1934. 3. Prison guard’s club or cane. Prisoner’s use. 4. A confidence game where the victim is persuaded to purchase an ordinary brick believing that it is made of gold. AKA: gold brick game. Con artist’s use. v. 1. To work as a prostitute. Underworld use 1942. 2. To go to court, taking one’s turn at bat. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, HC, IWTP, RL.




  bat, go to the To commit per jury. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  bat against someone, go to To identify or testify against someone in court. Underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bat carrier n. A police informant. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bates n. A victim of a confidence game. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  bat house An insane asylum. Underworld use 1910. REF.: CBA, IWIP.




  bathtub gin Homemade liquor, esp. during the U.S. experiment with Prohibition. U.S. gen. use 1920s. REF.: CBA.




  baton n. A policeman’s billyclub or nightstick, or the truncheons used by riot control officers. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS.




  bat phone A policeman’s portable two-way radio. U.K. police use. REF.: BPUSE, CBA.




  bats See: batty.




  battalion n. A large gang of criminals. Underworld use 18th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  batted v. Arrested. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  batted out Arrested. Underworld and police use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LEB, SJDD.




  batter n. The target of a robbery, taken from the language of baseball. A tough batter is a hard place to rob. U.S. underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  battered child n. A child who has been injured from abuse or neglect, or one who is born dependent on a habit-forming narcotic substance. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  battered-wife syndrome A behavior pattern in which a man physically and psychologically abuses his wife, gets her to forgive him, seeks her love, and then repeats the cycle again and again until the wife, who hopes the marriage can be saved, becomes helpless. Relevant in connection with homicide by a battered wife and imminence-of-attack requirement of self-defense. Cf. self-defense. Legal use 20th. REF.: CBA, CL.




  battering ram A tool used to force open a locked door or to gain entry by knocking down a wall. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  battery n. 1. The unlawful application of force to another’s person. Three legal conditions must be present: defendant’s conduct, the requisite mental state and harmful or offensive contact with the victim. A threat of harm may constitute “assault,” and subsequent application of such force is battery. Cf. assault and battery. Legal use. 2. A device used by jockeys to shock a horse to make the horse run faster. Gambling use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, DC, LTC, LTD.




  battery girls Women who provide sexual services for groups of military men, usu. those living together in barracks, aboard a ship, or in a boardinghouse or hotel; often these women are kept in a state of drug intoxication. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  batty adj. Erratic or insane. AKA: bats. Prison use. REF.: CBA, IWTP.




  baulker n. An accomplice in “a game of bowls” confidence game. Con artist’s use 1592. Cf. Vincent’s Law. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Baumes Law New York state’s four-time-loser law, which requires life imprisonment for anyone convicted of a fourth felony. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bawd n. A female keeper of a house of prostitution. AKA: madam. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DC, LTC.




  bawdy basket A thief who sells obscene books. U.K. underworld use 1567. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  bawdy house See: brothel.




  bawdy ken See: bawdy house; brothel.




  hawker See: baulker; Vincent’s Law.




  Baxter Street lawyer A New York City lawyer with offices near the courthouse; usu. represents low-level criminals. Gen. use. REF.: C, CBA.




  Bay Area Research Collective The publisher of the Dragon, a bimonthly which addresses the U.S. underground. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bay fever An illness feigned by a convict in the hope of avoiding sentencing to Botany Bay, a penal colony in Australia. U.K. underworld use 1800. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bayonet n. A hypodermic needle. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA.




  bayonet knife A weapon which may be held in the hand and used as a knife or attached to the end of a rifle as a bayonet. Military use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bayou blue Bootleg or inferior whisky. Obs. bootlegger’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bay state n. A hypodermic needle and syringe. Drug culture use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bazooka n. A mixture of marijuana and coca paste. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  b-backs n. Playing cards with patterns printed flush to the edges of the backs. Judicious trimming makes the cards easily identifiable. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  b-bomb A benzedrine inhaler. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  BD n. Police officer, prob. from abbr. for bloody detective. Obs. 1900 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  b-d squad A police bomb-disposal squad or unit. AKA: bd unit. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bd unit See: b-d squad.




  be away To be in prison. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, F.




  beach n. 1. A prison shower room. 2. A prison, esp. the Elmira Reformatory in New York, or the punishment wing of a prison. Prisoner’s use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  beach, on the Confined to a punishment in a prison. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC.




  beachcomber n. 1. A waterfront thief. Underworld use 1890. 2. One who hangs around criminals, runs their errands and lives off whatever crumbs they throw his way, but does not take part in criminal acts. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bead v. To rob a person using the threat of a firearm; to draw a bead on them. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beader n. A handgun or its user. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beads n. Diamonds. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bead sight The knob on the barrel of a used to line up the target. AKA: sight bead. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC.




  beagle n. 1. A detective or investigator, police or private. Law enforcement use. 2. A judge or lawyer. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS.




  beak n. A judge, from the many prominent noses on the high bench. Underworld use 1610. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, RL.




  beak, baffle the To fool a judge or magistrate. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beaker-hunting v. Stealing poultry. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beak-hunter; beaker-hunter n. A poultry thief. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beaksman n. A police officer. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beam, on the Under the influence of marijuana. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bean v. To kill oneself, usu. by a gunshot to the head; the bean might be either the bullet or the head. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bean bag A bag filled with sand or birdshot, fired from a shotgun, for riot and mob control. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beaned up high Under the influence of amphetamines. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beaners n. Amphetamines. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beanhead n. One who abuses drugs in pill form. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beans n. 1. Benzedrine or any amphetamine. 2. Mescaline, a hallucinogen. Drug culture use. 3. Five-dollar U.S. gold pieces. Obs. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, F, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, RL, SJDD.




  bean-shooter Any small-caliber handgun. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bean trap n. A well-dressed confidence man. Con artist’s use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bean trip Under the influence of Benzedrine, esp. a binge, often involving hallucinations. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beanup n. A Methedrine addict. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bear n. A highway patrol officer, usu. one on the lookout for speeders. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bear bait A vehicle that is speeding. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bear bite A traffic ticket for speeding. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beard n. 1. A corrupt public official. 2. A low-class prostitute or bar girl. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, TN.




  bear den A police station, or highway patrol barracks. U.S. citizen band radio and interstate trucker’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beard jammer n. A whorehouse manager. Underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DU, WP.




  bearer-up n. 1. A robber who pulls his victim’s hat over the eyes to prevent identification or interference during a robbery. Obs. 1910 underworld use. 2. The accomplice in a fixed gambling game who pretends to be a straight player. Con artist’s and gambler’s use 1874. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bear in the air See: bird in the air.




  bears, stand the To be left alone to face the music, e.g., when skipping out on a check in a tavern, one man is left behind as if to pay. The others leave openly, then when they are safely away the man attempts to leave without paying. Obs. 1910 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bears, wall to wall An area, usu. a highway, heavily patrolled by the police. CB radio and underworld trucker’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bear trap A police radar trap. U.S. citizen band radio and interstate trucker’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beast; Beast n. 1. A prostitute. Underworld use. 2. LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, LTC, SJDD.




  beat n. 1. A confidence game or swindle. Underworld use 1875. 2. An area staked out and spoken for by a gang or a prostitute. Underworld use 1865. 3. The area patrolled by a police officer or car. Police use. 4. An escape from a jail or prison. Prisoner’s use 1904. v. 1. To rob. Underworld use 1859. 2. To cheat. Underworld use 1881. 3. To escape. Prisoner’s use 1904. 4. To be out of drugs or money. Underworld use. 5. Pertaining to bogus or counterfeit drugs, or any drug sale where the dealer cheats the buyer. Drug addict’s use 1969. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, IDLE, IWTP, LEB, LTC, MU, SJDD.




  beat a joint 1. To steal from a place. 2. To escape from confinement. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beat a mark To rob or swindle a selected victim. AKA: beat a sucker. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  beat artist 1. A drug dealer who cheats his customers, usu. with bogus or counterfeit drugs. 2. An addict who robs to support his habit. Drug addict’s use 1973. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beat a spot To steal from a specific place. Underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DU, PT.




  beat a stir To break out of prison. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beat a stretch To evade or avoid a prison sentence, usu. by acquittal or suspension. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA.




  beat a sucker See: beat a mark.




  beat for the dough To have a drug dealer take off with the money without delivering the drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beating n. 1. A swindle. Underworld use 1872. 2. The act of striking another with repeated blows; a whipping. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beat it out To get away, flee. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beat looking Appearing tired, worn-out, long-suffering. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beat moll A prostitute who works the streets. Underworld use 1942. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beatniks n. The bohemians and drug experimenters of the 1950s, esp. in the North Beach section of San Francisco. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC, SJDD.




  beat off 1. To rob, steal, or burglarize. Underworld use 1926. 2. To escape from jail. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beat on, get a To take advantage or victimize, usu. without detection. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beat one for his socks To steal everything, including the victim’s clothing. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beat out of To extort, usu. by blackmail. Underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beat pad A place that sells marijuana, usu. of inferior quality. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  beat pounder A policeman, esp. one who patrols his beat on foot. Underworld use 1942. REF.: CBA.




  beat the box To dupe a lie detector. Underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beat the bush To lure a victim to a swindle. Underworld use 16th.




  beat the chair To avoid electrocution, either by commutation of sentence or being declared insane, or by jailbreak or suicide. Prisoner’s use 20th. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC.




  beat the eight ball One who uses heroin without becoming an addict. Drug addict’s use 1971. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beat the game See: beat the rap.




  beat the gong To smoke opium. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  beat the pups To escape prison and detection by bloodhounds. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beat the rap Beat the system; avoid prosecution or escape from custody through a loophole or quirk in the law; outwit the courts. AKA: beat the game. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DSS, DU, WP.




  beautiful lady A direct translation of the Italian word belladonna, a poisonous plant from which certain drugs are extracted. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beau traps n. Prostitutes waiting for naive victims. Underworld use 1690. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beauts See: black beauties.




  beauty doctors A club with a steel nut on the end, used to disfigure a beating victim. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beauty parlor A whorehouse. Underworld use 1910. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beck v. To jail someone. Law enforcement use 1861. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bedbug n. A fellow drug addict. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  bed house A whorehouse where each prostitute is provided with her own bed and room. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bedlam n. 1. A madman or lunatic. 2. An insane asylum. Obs gen. use. 3. Mass confusion or a state of uproar. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  Bedlam The nickname of the insane asylum for old London, St. Mary of Bethlehem, where a good number of the inmates were criminally insane. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bedpain n. A memory aid used by police when reporting a certain type of burglary. The initials stand for break, enter, dwelling, person, armed, intent, night. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bed plate An indictment. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bed roll A controlled roll of dice on a soft surface. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bee; Bee n. 1. A drug habit. 2. A small amount of marijuana, usu. enough to fill a matchbox. AKA: B. Cf. b. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, P, SJDD.




  bee bites Scar tissue from injecting drugs. Cf. track. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  beef n. 1. A cry of alarm to warn of thievery or a call to pursue a thief. Gen. use 1698. 2. A complaint to the police, or by the police. Underworld and police use 1912. 3. Information given to the police or testimony against accomplices. Prison use. v. To lodge a formal report or complaint about a convict’s behavior. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAL, DAS, DU, HC, IWTP, MSL, WF.




  beef, before the Before the complaint is made. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  beef, cool the To make amends, pacify the complainer. Orig. a refund to stem a threatened complaint to police. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beef, give hot To pursue. Obs. 1940 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beef, make To flee or run away. Underworld use 1890. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beefer n. 1. An informant. Underworld use 1889. 2. A gambler who complains when he loses. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, IWTP, WF.




  beef murder 1. To confess to a crime and implicate all accomplices in hope of leniency or immunity. Underworld use. 2. To complain loudly and repeatedly, usu. after being duped in a confidence game. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  beef squad A gang of hoodlums or tough characters paid by either labor or management as a flying tactical squad, to go wherever trouble arises. Organized labor use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  beef steak n. A prostitute controlled by a pimp. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  been had To be taken advantage of, swindled, cheated, deceived, victimized. AKA: been taken; been took. Gen. use, 20th. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  been taken See: been had.




  been took See: been had.




  beer flat An illegal tavern or saloon, usu. operated out of an apartment where gambling and prostitution are also available. Gen. use 1930s. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  bees and honey Money, because of the rhyme with honey. Underworld use 19th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beetle-man n. One who blackmails. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  behavior clinics Clinics that treat and study delinquent, criminal, and anti-social behavior in juveniles. Legal use 1909. REF.: CBA, DC, EC.




  behavioral control unit A prison solitary confinement cellblock. AKA: hole. Prison use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  beheading n. A once-popular form of capital punishment, esp. in France, where the guillotine was invented for this purpose. In Germany, the axe was employed. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD. v. To remove someone’s head by sword, guillotine, or ax, employed since 5th Cent. primarily in Germany and France for convicted felons of capital crimes; a sentence which is now abolished. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  behind acid Under the influence of LSD. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  behind PCP Addicted to PCP. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  behind the gun Guilty of a crime; liable for punishment; in a vulnerable position. U.S. underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  behind the iron door To be in prison. AKA: behind the iron horse. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  behind the iron horse See: behind the iron door.




  behind the stuff To be addicted to heroin. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Beilby’s ball A hanging. Obs. 1840 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  be in 1. To belong to a gang, or share in their loot, or be informed about their activities. Underworld use 1918. 2 To rob, e.g., “How many banks have you been in?” Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beinsa n. A narcotic plant grown in Burma. AKA: Mitragyna speciosa. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  belch n. 1. A complaint or protest, or a call for help. Underworld use 1914. 2. A police informant. Underworld use 1920. v. To inform to the police, or to turn state’s evidence. Underworld use 1898. REF.: BR, CBA, DAL, DU, IWTP.




  belcher n. 1. A police informant. Underworld use 1904. 2 A loud and talkative person. Underworld use 1934. 3. A prostitute who insists on justifying her occupation to customers who are more interested in other things. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, IWTP.




  belch one’s guts The drunken talk of a loquacious exconvict who sits at a bar and tells anyone who’s interested everything he knows about his own and others’ criminal activities. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  belladonna n. A perennial plant from which a hallucinogenic drug is extracted. AKA: deadly nightshade. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, SJDD.




  bell box The cash register in a store, because of the noise it makes when it opens. U.S. underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bellowsed, be v. To be sentenced to transportation to a prison colony such as New South Wales or territories now known as New Zealand and Tasmania. Transportation replaced the gallows for such crimes as stealing bread, forgery, or poaching rabbits. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bellowser See: bellowsed, be.




  bellowsing n. 1. See: bellowsed, be 2. Murder. Obs. 1940 Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bell wether The leader of a gang of criminals, because the wether in a flock of sheep usu. wears a bell around his neck. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  belly v. To ingest drugs through the mouth. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F.




  belly gun A short-barreled revolver, usu. pointed at the stomach rather than the head. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  belly habit To be addicted to a drug, esp. opium. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  belly joint A dishonest carnival, because of the common practice of leaning against the spinning wheel in a game of chance. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  belly plea A plea made by a convicted female felon who is pregnant, asking for time to deliver and care for the baby before serving her sentence. Obs. U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  belly robber A prison kitchen employee. Prisoner’s use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  belong v. To be a habitual user of drugs. Drug addict’s use. 20th. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LTC, SJDD.




  belt n. 1. The intoxication caused by a drug. Drug addict’s use 1925. 2. A restraining device fitted around a prisoner’s waist to which handcuffs are locked. Prison use. Cf. boot. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, SJDD.




  belted adv. Intoxicated by alcohol or other drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, SJDD.




  belt out 1. To knock someone unconscious. 2. To arrest, convict, or imprison. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  belyando sprue Marijuana, either a mistake or a variant of Belyando spew, a disease, the symptoms of which resemble the effects felt by many marijuana smokers, e.g., weight loss, sore mouth, raw tongue. The disease is also known as grass sickness. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bench n. The judge’s seat in court or a panel of judges or the judiciary at large. Legal use. REF.: CBA, CVB, LTD.




  bench nib; Bench Nib A name for a judge. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bench parole On probation. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bench trial A trial without a jury, where the judge makes the decision of guilty or not guilty. Legal use. REF.: CBA, BLD, CVB.




  bench warrant A document ordering the arrest or apprehension of a person to compel his presence before a court, usu. issued after someone has failed to appear in court, escaped custody, or violated terms of probation or parole. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CVB, DC, DR, LTC, LTD.




  bend n. 1. A murder. Underworld use 1925. 2. The crease made in the corner of a playing card by a decoy in a three-card monte game; the victim knows the crease has been put on the winning card and bets his money, then by slight-of-hand the dealer smooths out that crease and creases a losing card instead. Con artist’s use. v. 1. To murder. Underworld use 1925. 2. To steal, esp. automobiles. Underworld use 1930. 3. To force entry, e.g. blow a safe. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU.




  bend, on the To be a member of the underworld, involved in a life of crime. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bend a bar over To beat someone with a bludgeon. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bend a little A way of changing testimony just enough so the defendant is found not guilty, usu. done by police officers who have been bribed; they cannot contradict their prior testimony or reports but they can color the facts differently. Police use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bender n. 1. A period of overindulgence in alcohol, drugs, or sex. Gen. use. 2. Stolen automobile. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, F, LTC, SJDD.




  bending and bowing To be intoxicated on drugs. Drug addict’s use 1925, REF.: CBA, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  bend the habit To decrease one’s drug habit without stopping completely. AKA: bend the needle. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bend the needle See: bend the habit.




  bene feakers Counterfeiters and forgers. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVF.




  bene feakers of gybes Those who counterfeit passes. Obs, 1889 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  benefit of counsel The right granted by the Sixth Amendment guaranteeing a person charged with a crime the right to legal counsel. U.S. legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  ben flake A forger of currency. Cf. bene feakers. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Bengal Lancers Violent robbers who slash victims with Bengal razor blades embedded in corks. Aus. underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  benj n. Benzedrine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  benjy n. A U.S. one-hundred dollar bill, which displays a portrait of Benjamin Franklin. AKA: portrait of Franklin, a. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bennied up Under the influence of Benzedrine. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bennies See: benny.




  benny n. 1. Benzedrine tablet, an amphetamine. AKA: bennies. Cf. amphetamine; Benzedrine. Drug culture use. 2. An overcoat, esp. one worn by a shoplifter. v. To steal overcoats or the contents of the pockets. Underworld use 1925. Cf. binny. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, DU. F, IDLE, IWTP, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD, TOP.




  benny boost A shoplifting technique using an overcoat. One empty sleeve is tucked in a coat pocket, but the arm is free inside the coat and able to reach out to seize merchandise. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  benny chaser A cup of coffee taken to increase the effect of Benzedrine. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  benny jag An amphetamine intoxication, specif. benzedrine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  benny-worker An overcoat thief. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bent n. A marked playing card. Gambling use. adj, 1. Crooked or criminally inclined. Underworld use 1914. 2. Under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. 3. Addicted to drugs. Drug addict’s use. 4. Perverted. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, F, IWTP, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  bent one A stolen item, esp. an automobile. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bent rubber Stolen auto tires. U.S. underworld use 1940s. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  benz A shortening of Benzedrine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  Benzedrine n. A type of amphetamine. Cf. amphetamine. Gen. use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  benzodiazepines n. Central nervous system depressants often misused by drug addicts, usu. mixed with alcohol or other drugs. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  Benzphetamine n. An appetite supressant often misused by addicts. Cf. anorectic. Medical use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  Bermudas n. High-crime neighborhoods in London, where one could easily evade arrest. Obs. 1690 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bernice; Bernice A street name for cocaine. AKA: bernies; bernies flake; Bernies Flake. Cf. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1925. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU. F, LEB, LTC, SJDD, TOP.




  bernies See: bernice.




  bernies flake; Bernies Flake See: bernice.




  berries n. 1. Money or anything else worth stealing. Underworld use 1922. 2. Clothes stolen from a clothes line, often by escaped prisoners who sometimes hang their prison garb on the line. 3. Bullets, from their shape. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DC, IWTP.




  berry n. One dollar. U.S. underworld use 1922. REF.: BR, CBA, DC, DU, WP.




  berserk adj. A crazed, frenzied or violent state. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bertillonage; Bertillonage n. An identification system created by the French criminologist Alphonse Bertillon wherein the criminal or victim was identified by measurements of certain unchanging parts of a person’s skeleton, or by any abnormalities noted in an individual. This system of identification was the precursor of fingerprinting. AKA: bertillon system. Law enforcement use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, DC.




  bertilloned v. To be measured by the police for the purpose of identification. Police use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bertillon system See: bertillonage.




  bess; Bess n. A tool used to pick locks, often a bent nail. AKA: betty. Obs. 1895 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  best v. To get the better of someone; to dupe or defraud him. Gen. use 1845. REF.: CBA, DU.




  best, to get one’s money at the To subsist without actual labor or honest craft. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bester n. One who fills his pockets by talking others out of what they have in theirs. Underworld use 1851. REF.: CBA, DU.




  best hold cannon Amateur thief, derog. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bestialism See: bestiality.




  bestiality n. Sexual contact between humans and animals. AKA: bestialism; crime against nature. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC, SCL.




  besting v. Cheating or swindling. Underworld use 1850. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bet n. A wager placed on the outcome of a game or sporting event, or on the proof of an issue in dispute. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bet blind See: big blind.




  Bethesda gold Low quality marijuana. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bet on muscle A gambling bet on credit. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bet on top n. A phony wager called by an accomplice to get things started for a bookmaker but entered on top of the page, above the listings of actual wagers. U.K. underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DU.




  betsey See: betsy.




  betsy; Betsy; betsey n. 1. A crude lockpicking tool. Cf. betty; bess. Underworld use 1859. 2. A handgun. v. To shoot someone with a handgun. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  betting commissioner A bookmaker. U.K. gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  betting on a horse To be addicted to morphine. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  betting ring 1. A group of bettors with inside information who make large bets, esp. on horse races. 2. The area at a race track where bets are accepted. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  bettor n. One who places a wager. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  betty; Betty n. 1. A burglar’s tool, much like a crowbar, used to force a door open. 2. A small tool used for picking locks. AKA: bess. v. To open a lock or door by use of a betty. Obs. 1910 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  betty boss A burglar’s tool. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  be up To be eligible and have applied for parole or pardon. Prisoner’s use 1910. REF.: CBA, DU.




  beyond a reasonable doubt See: reasonable doubt.




  bezique n. A card game using sixty-four cards, from combining two decks of cards containing only the ace, king, queen, jack, ten, nine, eight, and seven cards. Only two players participate, the dealer and the pone. Each is dealt a total of eight cards; first three cards, then two cards, and finally three cards. After the deal, the next card in the deck is turned over to determine the trump suit. Play consists of picking up cards, matching them with those in the player’s hand, and scoring points for certain groupings. Cards used to score points are returned into play and used in other groupings. All players must keep eight cards in their hand until a winner is determined. Points, however, are not awarded for cards already used in a point-scoring combination within the same class of card groupings, i.e., there are three classes of cards in bezique with points ranging from 20 to 500 for individual card groupings. One thousand points are needed for one to win, with usu. the best of five games played at a time. Gambling use. REF.: CBA.




  B girl n. A tavern employee, usu. scantily dressed, who solicits drinks from male customers, usu. receives a commission on the drinks which are gen. soda but colored to look like liquor, often also available for prostitution. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CC, DAS, SCL, SJDD.




  bhang; Bhang n. Marijuana or hashish, usu. ground into a paste, then either swallowed as a pill or used to make tea. Cf. marijuana. Drugculture use. REF.: CBA, F, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  bhang ganjah Marijuana, esp. marijuana resin which contains more THC and is more potent. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bible; Bible n. A large quantity of lead stolen by a blue pigeon flyer. Cf. testament. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bible sharp A phony clergyman. Media use 1887. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biff-guy n. A thug, hoodlum, or tough. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bifurcated trial A trial where certain issues are decided separately, e.g., guilt and sanity, guilt and punishment. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC, LTD.




  big n. A shortening of Mr. Big, an underworld boss. Underworld use 1950. REF.: CBA.




  big A The Federal Penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bigamous adj. Pertaining to bigamy. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTD.




  bigamy n. The act of entering into a second marriage while a previous marriage is still valid, a criminal offense in most jurisdictions and legal grounds for annulment of the latest marriage. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  big b; Big B LSD. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  big bag A bag which contains a large quantity of heroin. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  big bags A ten-dollar bag of drugs, usu. heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, TN.




  big ben A prison whistle or alarm that announces an attempted escape. Prisoner’s use 1935. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  big bench The U.S. Supreme Court. Cf. bench nib. U.S. underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  big bit 1. Long prison sentence. 2. A disproportionately large share of the loot. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  big blind To bet without looking at one’s cards. AKA: bet blind. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, MU.




  big bloke; Big Bloke Cocaine, because bloke rhymes with coke. Cf. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  big blow A handgun. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big boss A top dealer in stolen goods. Underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big boy; Big Boy 1. A gang leader. Underworld use 1929. 2. A U.S. District Court Judge. Underworld use 1930. 3. The warden of a prison. Prisoner’s use 1935. 4. Heroin. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  big bull The chief of police. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big c; Big C A street name for cocaine. Cf. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  big cage A penitentiary. Underworld use 1949. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  big chief 1. Peyote, a hallucinogen. Drug culture use. 2. Mescaline or LSD. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, CD, F, SJDD.




  big con A confidence game where the victim is allowed to go home or to his bank to get more money, as opposed to the big short game where the take is limited to whatever the victim is carrying. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, FD, HC.




  big connection A high-volume narcotics distributor. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big cough 1. A large bomb or explosion. 2. A murder, usu. bold and sensational. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big crush A large prison escape. Prisoner’s use 1934. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  big d LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  big daddy Heroin. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  big day Visiting day at a prison. Prisoner’s use 1934. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  big department A U.S. federal law enforcement agency. Law enforcement and underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  big dick; Big Dick 1. A roll of ten in a crap game. Gambling use. 2. A ten-year prison sentence. U.S. prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DU, WF.




  big drive The jolt caused by a large or potent narcotic injection. Drug addict’s use 1949. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  big eight The spot on a dice layout reserved for bets made on a roll of eight. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  big enchilada The leader of a gang. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big end A disproportionately large share of stolen property. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  big eye 1. An especially observant, cautious person. 2. A police detective. v. To look over a criminal target, to observe. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS.




  big fence A large-scale receiver of stolen goods. Cf. master fence. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big fish n. An important prisoner or drug peddler. Underworld use 1886. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  big green carpet A prisoner’s interview with the warden on a reprimand. Prisoner’s use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big guy 1. A large-scale receiver of stolen merchandise. 2. The leader of a gang of criminals. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big h; Big H 1. See: big house, the. 2. Shortened form of big harry. Cf. heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  big harry; Big Harry A street term for heroin. Cf. heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  big house, the; Big House, The A penitentiary. Underworld use 1851. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, DC, IWTP, MU.




  Big House up the River A prison, orig. Sing Sing Prison. Underworld use 1918, REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU.




  big j A shortened form of big john. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big john; big John A police officer. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, F, LEB, SJDD.




  big joint See: big house, the.




  big jolt See: jolt, big.




  big juice Any criminal with high-level police protection. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big lay-off man An area’s biggest illegal bookmaker. He accepts bets laid off by all other bookies who use him to insure against loss when they have an unusually heavy volume on certain bets. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  big lie A distortion of the truth so gross, shouted so loudly, that it is believed by many who assume that no one would tell such an outright lie unless it were in fact true; used successfully for a time by U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy during the Communist scare of the 1950s. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  big-m n. Morphine. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  big man, the; Big Man, the n. 1. The Pinkerton Detective Agency and its operatives. U.S. underworld 1901. 2. The head of a gang, usu. a dope ring. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU. LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  big mitt 1. A confidence game involving sleight-of-hand in a card game. Con artist’s use 1928. 2. An underworld leader. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, HC, PT.




  big mitt man A cheater at cards. Gambling use 1936. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big noise A prison warden. Prisoner’s use 1929. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  Big O A street name for Opium. Cf. opium. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LTC, SJDD.




  big one, the The crime of a lifetime, every thiefs dream. Underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DU, PT.




  big papa The Thompson machine gun. Underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big pasture See: big school.




  big Peter A narcotic. Obs. 1940 U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big school A prison. Cf. little school. Underworld use 1921. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  big screw; Big Screw n. A penitentiary warden or his deputy. Prisoner’s use 1927. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big shot; Big Shot 1. The leader of a gang; the brains of a criminal outfit. Underworld use 1920. 2. An influential convict, often used ironically. Prisoner’s use 1933. 3. The prison warden. Cf. high shot. U.S. prisoner’s use 1932. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, IWTP.




  big-shot connection A narcotics distributor, the man between the peddler and the “big man.” Drug addict’s use 1942. REF.: CBA, DU, TN.




  big six 1. The governing body of eight men that oversaw organized crime activities in New York City in the 1930s. Mafia-syndicate use. 2. The position on a dice table reserved for bets made on a roll of six. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, TN, WF.




  big sleep, the Death, esp. one caused by murder. U.S. underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA.




  big spot The leader of a gang. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big spuds Parole board, draft board, or any group with authority. The opposite of “small potatoes.” Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big stick The prison warden. U.S. prisoner’s use 1932. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big stir A penitentiary, usu. a state prison. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big store n. 1. Any large gambling operation. Underworld use 1924. 2. A criminal’s hangout or headquarters. Underworld use 1934. 3. A safe town where certain criminals operate with the cooperation of a crooked police department. Underworld use 1936. 4. A bogus business or gambling establishment created to give a confidence game victim the impression of a legitimate operation. Con artist’s use. 5. A name for a Sears Roebuck store. Shoplifter’s use 1931. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, FTU, HC, MU.




  big stuff A criminal who operates on a large scale. Underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big supplier A drug wholesaler, the one who supplies the street pushers. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  big thing A good target for a theft, a place that shows promise of a high return. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU.




  big three Cocaine, marijuana, and alcohol, the most popular drugs of the 1980s. Media use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  big time 1. A sentence to a penitentiary, as opposed to one in a local jail. Law enforcement use. 2. An elaborate or large-scale theft. Underworld use. 3. A heroin habit or the drug itself, indicates the drug’s position in the world of addicts and the prison time possession might bring. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: B, CBA, PT, SJDD.




  big-time dealer 1. A drug dealer who buys in bulk quantities. AKA: kilo man. Drug addict’s use. 2. A drug dealer who buys drugs from distributors and sells it to smaller dealers. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  big-timer 1. A criminal involved in large-scale, high-volume operations. Police and media use 1937. 2. One who earns his living by gambling. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, PT.




  big top; Big Top n. 1. A maximum security prison, esp. Leavenworth or the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, from the name of the main tent in circuses. Underworld use 1929. 2. A large bank. Underworld use 1931. 3. The central cell block in a prison. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DU, G.




  big wig A magistrate or judge, from the wigs they wear. Gen. use 1829. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bike chemist A freelance chemist, often a student who uses whatever knowledge he has to manufacture illegal drugs. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  biker n. A member of a motorcycle gang. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bilbo n. A leg shackle. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bilk n. A confidence man or a crooked gambler. v. To deceive or defraud. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, CDVT, DAS, DU, HC.




  bilker n. 1. A confidence man or other cheat. Underworld use 1690. 2 An embezzler. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bilking The art of embezzlement. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bilking house A tavern where prostitutes are available. Underworld use 1903. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bilk the blues To escape from, or cheat the police. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bill n. 1. A one-hundred dollar bill. Underworld use 1921. 2. A knife, usu. a small one. Obs. 1935 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DS, DU.




  billet, get a v. To secure some task or position in prison which ensures advantages. Prisoner’s use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bill-holding n. The act of stealing a duck while holding the bill closed to keep the bird quiet. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Billie Hoak See: Billie Hoke.




  Billie Hoke; Billie Hoak Cocaine, because of the rhyme with coke. Drug addict’s use 1940s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bill long A prison sentence either long or short. AKA: bill short. Underworld use 1860. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bill of attainder Legislation which punishes persons without a trial; forbidden by the U.S. Constitution. AKA: bill of pains and penalties. Cf. attainder. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, LTC. LTD.




  bill of indictment A formal document accusing a person of a crime which is presented to a grand jury which then hears the evidence. If the jurors decide there is sufficient grounds for an indictment they return a true bill. Cf. indictment; presentment. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, DC, LTC.




  bill of pains and penalties See: bill of attainder. bill of particulars Details the charges filed against a criminal defendant. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC. LTD.




  Bill of Rights The U.S. Constitution’s first ten amendments which guarantee citizens certain rights and privileges. U.S. legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL, CLL, GSC. LTC. LTD.




  bill-poster One who passes counterfeit currency. AKA: paper-hanger. Underworld use 1934. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bill short See: bill long.




  bill-wrapper A confidence man who wrapped currency inside certain packages of his products and then held a lottery selling his product to victims who hoped to receive one of the packages with money inside, unfortunately these were usu. reserved for the confidence man’s accomplice. Obs. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  billy n. A policeman’s baton or nightstick. Gen. use 1850. REF.: CBA, DAS, DC.




  billy buzman A pickpocket who specializes in silk handkerchiefs. Obs. 1940 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  billy club A police officer’s nightstick; a bludgeon. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  billy-fencing shop A shop which buys and sells stolen metals. Underworld use 1840. REF.: CBA, DU.




  billy-hunting To be on the prowl for handkerchiefs to steal. Underworld use 1850. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bim n. A policeman. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  bimmy n. 1. A prostitute. 2. A drunk. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, SJDD.




  bin n. 1. The pocket of a coat. Pickpocket’s use 1864. 2. A strongbox or safe. Underworld use 1903. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bind v. 1. To arrest someone. AKA: bound. Obs. 1810 underworld use. 2. To place someone under a legal obligation. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  binding over 1. The action of a court which requires a person to appear for a trial or furnish bail, or to act or not act as instructed by the court. 2. The act of transferring a case to a grand jury after a finding of probable cause that the defendant has committed a crime. Legal use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bindle n. A small package of drugs, usu. heroin or cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1922. REF.: B, CBA, CD, DAS, F, LEB, LTC, P, SJDD.




  bindle bum A hobo who is a drug addict. Drug addict’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA.




  bindle graft See: bindle man.




  bindle Kate A woman who is addicted to drugs. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bindle man A drug dealer, addict, or the traffic in drugs. AKA: bindle graft; bindle pusher; bindle shover; bindle stiff. Underworld use 1922. REF.: B, CBA, CD, DAS, DU, F, LEB, LTC, P.




  bindle pusher See: bindle man.




  bindle shover See: bindle man.




  bindle stiff See: bindle man.




  bindle stiffened To be under the influence of or addicted to drugs. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bing n. 1. Drugs in a small quantity. 2. One injection of a drug from a hypodermic needle. Cf. bang; bindle. Drug addict’s use 1931. 3. A prison solitary confinement cell, isolation block, or punishment room. Prisoner’s use. 4. A jail. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, F, SJDD.




  bingle n. 1. Drugs, esp. a large supply. 2. A supplier of narcotics. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, LEB, LTC, P, SJDD.




  bingle biff A drug smuggler. Drug traffic use 1930s. REF.: CBA.




  bingo v. 1. To inject a drug or the intoxication following the injection. Drug addict’s use. 2. To riot in a prison. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, GB, LEB, SJDD, TOP.




  bingo-boy A male drunk. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, RL, SJDD.




  bingo-mort A female drunk. Obs. U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, RL, SJDD.




  bing room A place where addicts prepare and use drugs. Drug addict’s use 1922. REF.: CBA, DU.




  binny; benny n. An overcoat, usu. one with large pockets for hiding stolen items. Underworld use 1910. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  biped-gathering Poultry poaching. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biphet See: biphetamine.




  biphetamine n. A mixture of dextro-amphetamine and amphetamine, known by the street names biphet, Black Cadillacs, and black dex. Drug addict’s use. REF.: ACM, CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  bipolarity n. Points at which psychological opposites achieve confluence. Handwriting analysis use 20th. REF.: CBA, HW.




  bird n. 1. A prison inmate, present or former. Underworld use 1900. 2 A jail or prison. Underworld use 1924. 3. A criminal record or a previous conviction. Cf. birds of a feather. Prisoner’s use. 4. Someone who is not an underworld member, esp. one to be victimized. Underworld use 1931. 5. An aircraft, usu. a helicopter, often used by police to track and detect drug smugglers and other criminals. v. To swindle, cheat, or deceive. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, CD, DC, DU.




  bird cage 1. A solitary confinement cell. 2. The prison death cell, from which there is no escape. Prisoner’s use 1920. 3. A house of prostitution. Underworld use 1942. 4. A container used for shaking dice to prevent cheating. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, WF.




  birdcage hype A drug addict without money for drugs. Drug addict’s use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  bird dog 1. A man who finds late-model automobile wrecks for thieves, who then use the title either in an insurance swindle or to sell a stolen car of the same make and model as legitimate. Underworld use 1929. 2. One who touts bonds, usu. worthless, and is paid a commission by the bond dealer. Underworld use 1920. 3. One who steers victims into a gambling or confidence game. Underworld use. 4. Any underworld scout or lookout. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, WF.




  birdie powder Any powdered drug or a combination of powdered drugs, because of how intoxicated the user becomes. Drug addict’s use 1940s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  birdie power A mixture of morphine and heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  birdie stuff Narcotics in a powder form. Drug addict’s use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  bird in the air A police helicopter, usu. one searching for speeders. AKA: bear in the air; eye in the sky. U.S. citizen band radio and interstate trucker’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bird-lime n. Time, usu. the length of a prison sentence. Underworld use 1857. v. To wrongly convict someone. Aus. underworld use 1945. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bird-lime can A jail or prison. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  birds n. Amphetamines, such as Benzedrine, Dexedrine, Methedrine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  birdseed n. 1. Walking-around money; petty cash. 2. Money paid or anything of value given in return for information. 3. A bribe used to obtain information. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, WF.




  bird’s eye A dose of narcotic so weak or small it would fit in the eye of a bird and the bird still couldn’t fly. AKA: bird’s eye wipe; blue bird’s eye. Drug addict’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, LEB, SJDD.




  bird’s eye wipe. See: bird’s eye.




  birds of a feather Members of the same gang. Underworld and law enforcement use 1698. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  birdwood n. Marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  biscuit n. 1. The heroin substitute, Methadone. Drug culture use. 2. A handgun. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, IWTP, LEB, MLM, SJDD.




  Biscuit Factory A name for the jail at Reading, Berkshire, England, which was next to a large biscuit factory. The jail was closed in the early 1930s. Underworld use 1890. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biscuits n. Peyote. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bishop n. A small crowbar used by burglars. Underworld use 1930. v. To mark a horse’s tooth to make it appear younger than its true age, and to sell it for more than its true value. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  bit n. 1. The spoils from a crime. Underworld use 1753. 2. A prison sentence, e.g., a five-year sentence equals a five-year bit. Underworld use 1863. 3. One’s share of the spoils. Underworld use 1893. 4. A gag, like a horse’s bit, used on a prisoner in solitary confinement. Prisoner’s use 1920. 5. One-eighth of a hundred. Gen. use 1925. 6. A small crowbar used by a burglar. Aus. underworld use 1942. 7. A pastime, specialty or preferred drug. Underworld use. REF.: BR, CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, F, IWTP, LTC, MU, PT.




  bitch n. A habitual criminal. v. To abandon a crime because of fear. Underworld use 1785. REF.: CBA, DU, GB.




  bitch curse An evil curse cast by a prostitute; in underworld lore it is considered bad luck to rob a prostitute or a degenerate. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bitches’ bastard A vicious prison guard. Prisoner’s use 1940. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bite n. 1. Money. Obs. 1700 underworld use. 2. The price demanded by an extortionist. 3. A confidence man or cheater. Underworld use 1698. 4. A loan. Gambling use. v. 1. To rob, steal, or cheat. Underworld use 1552. 2. To convict or sentence. U.S. underworld and law enforcement use 1859. 3. To borrow, not necessarily with any intention to repay. Underworld use 1941. Cf. blow, bite the; cross-bite. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAL, DAS, DU, WF.




  bite on, put the To extort or demand money in exchange for a person’s silence or other considerations; to blackmail or shakedown. Underworld use 1942. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bite one’s lips To smoke marijuana. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  biter n. A confidence man. Underworld use 1666. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bite the dust To die, esp. at the hands of another. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bite the lug To get something by trickery or deceit, the lug being the victim. Underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bit-faking The art of counterfeiting. AKA: bit-making. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bit-making See: bit-faking.




  bit nap, the To take the bait; accept the money offered. Underworld use 1781. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bit-smasher n. A distributor of counterfeit money. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bitten by white mosquitoes Addicted to cocaine; probably refers to the scar tissue caused by injecting the drug. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bitty n. A key, usu. a skeleton key used by thieves. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biyeghin n. The art or act of stealing. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biz n. 1. A bag or portion of drugs. Drug addict’s use 1930s. 2. The equipment used to inject narcotics. AKA: biz stuff, business. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, LTC, SJDD, TOP.




  biz, the Any illegal occupation, esp. the narcotics racket. Underworld use 1942. REF.: CBA, DU.




  biz stuff See: biz.




  black; Black n. 1. A cry of alarm. Obs. 1900 underworld use. 2 Opium. Drug addict’s use. v. To extort or blackmail. Underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, P, SJDD.




  black, at the To be engaged in blackmail. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black, put the 1. To shield an accomplice from view while he commits a crime. U.K. underworld use 1937. 2. To engage in blackmail. U.S. underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black, the A shortening of blackmail. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black, wear the To be the victim of blackmail. Underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black acid LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LEB, SJDD.




  black act The art of picking locks in the dark. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  black and blue Bruising caused by a beating or other physical injury. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  black and tan The brand-name amphetamine Durophet. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black and white 1. An amphetamine, usu. one in a black and white capsule. 2. A barbiturate and an amphetamine taken at the same time. AKA: black and white minstrel. 3. A police car. Gen. use. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  black and white minstrel See: black and white.




  black and white stripes A once-common prisoner’s uniform. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black angel One who hides from the law. U.S. underworld use 20th. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black art Burglary or lock-picking. Underworld use 1591. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  black artist An individual engaged in the professions of burglary or lock-picking. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black-bag job A burglary, often an illegal entry committed by a law enforcement agency in a warrantless search for evidence. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black beauties; Black Beauties A street name for Biphetamine, a type of amphetamine. AKA: beauts. Cf. amphetamine; look alikes. Drug addict’s use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, F, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blackbird n. 1. A blackmailer or confidence man. Underworld use 1895. 2. A white man who works in the slave trade. 3. The ship that hauls slaves. Obs. underworld use. 4. An amphetamine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, LTC, SJDD.




  black bomber The amphetamine and barbiturate compound sold under the brand name Durophet. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA.




  black book; Black Book A prison ledger used to record all new prisoners. Prisoner’s use 1617. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black bottle n. Any narcotic drug. Drug addict’s use 1920s. v. To poison with knockout drops. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU, WP, SJDD.




  black box 1. A lawyer, fr. the tin boxes where they kept their papers. Underworld use 17th. 2. A device used to bypass the phone company and make free long-distance calls. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, CDVT, DU, RL.




  Black Cadillacs See: biphetamine.




  black camp A prison where the inmate population is predominantly black. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black cap 1 That member of a gang of thieves who slyly elicits information from household servants about the household where they work and passes it on; he usu. does not take part in the crime itself but receives his cut for supplying the information. AKA: black cap and white sheep. Obs. 1920 underworld use. 2. A square silk cap worn by an English High Court judge on Lord Mayor’s Day, carried to the opening of Parliament and other formal occasions, and until the 1950s laid crosswise upon his wig as he pronounced the sentence of death. U.K. legal use. REF.: CBA, SCM.




  black cap and white sheep See: black cap.




  black Columbus Marijuana. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black dex See: biphetamine.




  black-faced adj. Bastardly. Prisoner’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black-faced job A home invasion or burglary. Underworld use 1943. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black-faced mob Criminals who blacken their faces to hinder identification. Underworld use 1893. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black ganja Marijuana resin. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black gold High-potency marijuana. Drug culture use 1940s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black gold souper A cheap pocket watch; it glitters but is not gold. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  black gungeon Marijuana. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black gungi Marijuana from India. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black gunion A gummy marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black hand; Black Hand The Mafia or crime syndicate. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, LTC, TN.




  black-hander A swindler, terrorist, or extortionist, usu. one linked to the Black Hand. Underworld use 1914. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black hash Hashish mixed with opium. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black hole; Black Hole 1. A solitary confinement cell. Prisoner’s use 1871. 2. The muzzle of a gun esp. when one is looking into it. AKA: little black hole. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  black house A jail or prison. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blackie n. Blackmail. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blackjack n. 1. A club or bludgeon, or a bag filled with sand. Underworld and police use 1895. 2. A card game where players attempt to score as close to, but without exceeding, twenty-one points. Cards are given point values equal to the number on the card’s face, with kings, queens, and jacks worth ten points each, and aces worth either one or eleven points depending upon the individual player’s choice. The cards are dealt one at a time, the first card face down and subsequent cards dealt face up until the player chooses to stop receiving cards. Betting takes place after the second card is dealt; players betting on their chance of beating the dealer. To win, a player must score higher than the dealer, or house, without exceeding a sum of twenty-one for all cards dealt him. If, however, the dealer scores twenty-one with the first two cards dealt, also known as a natural, then all players must pay double what they bet unless they too have twenty-one. AKA: twenty-one; 21. Gambling use. 3. Paregoric cooked and injected. Drug addict’s use 1960s. v. To hit with a club or bludgeon. Underworld use 1905. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  black jack; Black Jack 1. A judge or magistrate. Obs. 1900 U.K. underworld use. 2. A brand name of amyl nitrite. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA.




  blackjack artist A prison guard overly fond of using his nightstick. Prisoner’s use 1934. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black knob See: black nob.




  black-leg A gambler or confidence man, usu. one who works the racetrack, e.g., a tout. Underworld use 1781. REF.: CBA, DU, MU, WF.




  black-leg family The group of gamblers gathered together at a horse race. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blacklist n. The names of people to be punished, usu. by the denial of employment within their chosen field of work. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black lock Solitary confinement. Cf. hole. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blackmail n. A demand for money or other considerations under threat; extortion, shakedown, coercion, soliciting a bribe, payoff, tribute, hush money. Cf. coercion; extort; hush money; payoff; shake-down. Gen. use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CL, DC, EC, LTC, LTD.




  black maria; Black Maria A vehicle used to transport prisoners to jail, such as a police patrol wagon. Cf. meat wagon. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, WP, LTC.




  black market The underground network trafficking in contraband or government-controlled substances such as drugs, currency, food, medicine, weapons, gems, even denim jeans and Bibles where they are not allowed. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS.




  black mo A highly potent, black marijuana. AKA: black moat. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black moat See: black mo.




  Black Molly; Black Mollies Amphetamines, usu. in a black capsule. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, F, SJDD.




  black money Money not reported for tax purposes. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS.




  black mote Marijuana mixed with honey. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F.




  black nob; black knob An attorney or any influential person dressed in black. Obs. 1850 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black oil An extract of hashish; hashish oil. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black out n. The containment of information, usu. that released to the media by a government agency. v. A short-term loss of consciousness, often from drug abuse. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  black pill An opium pellet. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  black plaster A mark left by burglars as a guide, from the material used. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black propaganda Half truths, outright lies, and other bits of disinformation and distortion, sometimes with a little truth mixed in. Government use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  black russian 1. Hashish. 2. Blackened opium. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, JEMS, LTC, SJDD.




  black silk Opium. Drug addict’s use 1900s. REF.: CBA.




  blacksmith n. A safecracker. Underworld use 1926. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black smoke Opium. Drug addict’s use 1900s. REF.: CBA.




  black smoker One who smokes opium. Drug addict’s use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  black-spice racket The theft of soot-bags and soot from chimney sweeps. Obs. U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black spot 1. A criminal’s alias. Underworld use 1936. 2. An opium den. Drug addict’s use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  black stuff The residue from smoked opium sometimes ingested by destitute drug addicts, at a great risk to their digestive systems. Cf. opium; white stuff. Drug addict’s use 1924. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  black tabs LSD. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA.




  blackthorn n. A club or walking stick made from the root and stem of the blackthorn shrub, often used as a weapon, esp. in Ireland where the shrub is popular. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Black V A bank vault. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  black whack PCP. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  black widow An amphetamine capsule, esp. the brand name drug Biphetamine in a black capsule. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blade n. A razor or knife. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU.




  blade sight The very thin front sight on a gun. AKA: sight blade. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  blag n. A smash-and-grab robbery. Underworld use 1885. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blanca See: bianco.




  blanco; blanca (for.) n. Heroin, fr. the Spanish word for “white,” because of the color of the powder. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, LEB, SJDD.




  blank n. 1. A burglar’s key; it opens many different locks. Underworld use 1822. 2. Low-grade or bogus drugs or narcotics. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, LEB, SJDD.




  blanket n. A marijuana cigarette. Drug culture use 1930s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blanket party The act of throwing a blanket over a fellow prison inmate’s head and then beating and/or sexually assaulting him. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  blanket roll A controlled roll of the dice made on a padded surface. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  blanks n. A capsule filled with phony narcotics used by dishonest dealers to cheat a drug addict. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, TOP.




  blank warrant A blanket search warrant, one that gives the executing officer the authority to seize anything he desires or authorizes the search of broad or multiple areas; usu. this type of warrant is ruled defective and insufficient if challenged in court. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, LTC.




  blast n. Any drug which causes a powerful effect. Drug addict’s use. v. 1. To catch a person in the act of committing a crime. Police use 1925. 2. To open a safe using explosives. Underworld use 1925. 3. To shoot at someone. Underworld use 1929. 4. To commit any violent act, such as armed robbery. Underworld use 1928. 5. To complain to police, or campaign to expose wrongdoing. Underworld use. 6. To take drugs, or the intoxication caused by the drug. Drug addict’s use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, F, IWTP, LEB, LTC, P, SJDD, TOP.




  blast a joint To smoke marijuana. AKA: blast a stick. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, SJDD.




  blast a stick See: blast a joint.




  blast down To murder, usu. by use of a gun. Underworld use 1934. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blasted adj. In a state of intoxication. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blasted fellow An incorrigible criminal or one abandoned by his confederates. Obs. 1870 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  blaster n. 1. An inexperienced safe-blower; his explosion shatters the night. Underworld use. 2. A marijuana smoker. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, LEB.




  blast on, put the To shoot someone. Underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blast party A gathering of drug addicts, esp. marijuana smokers. Drug addict’s use 1958. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, F, LEB.




  blast the roach 1. To inhale deeply from a marijuana cigarette. Drug culture use. 2. To smoke the end or butt portion of a marijuana cigarette; to smoke the roach of a marijuana cigarette, usu. by using a roach clip. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, DAL, SJDD.




  blaze n. LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: ACM, CBA.




  bleach n. A bribe or bribe money. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bleat v. To inform to the police. Cf. squeak; squeal. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bleaters n. Those who have been cheated in a confidence game. Cf. Jack in the Box. Obs. con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  bleating cull A thief who rustles sheep. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bleating prig Sheep rustling. AKA: bleating rig. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  bleating rig See: bleating prig.




  bleed v. To extort money, usu. all the victim has. Underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DS, DU.




  bleed, on the To be engaged in the business of blackmail. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bleed the boodle n. To divide the proceeds from a theft or robbery; split the proceeds. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bliksem (for.) n. A criminal, usu. a confidence man. v. To beat someone thoroughly. In Dutch the word means lightning. S. Afri. underworld use 1946. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blimp n. An overweight prostitute. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blind n. 1. The pretext used by a confidence man. 2. An accomplice who shields a criminal from view while he commits a criminal act. Underworld use 1823. 3. A regular business operated as a cover to conceal illicit operations. Underworld and police use 1919. 4. A replica of a safe placed between a window and a real safe to cover safecrackers at work. v. 1. To deceive in order to cheat. 2. To impair the vision of a victim as a prelude to beating him. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, IWTP.




  blind, on the To cruise for something to steal; to operate without a plan. Underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blind alehouse A tavern used to conceal a thief or one used as a front to conceal an illegal operation. Obs. 1850 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Blind Beak, The Sir John Fielding. See: Fielding, Sir John.




  blind bet A bet made without looking at one’s cards. Gambling use. REF.: CBA.




  blinder n. Something used to cover or obscure. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  blinder nap n. Death, usu. by hanging. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blind fence An unsuspecting purchaser of stolen goods. Underworld use 1924. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blindfold act An execution where the prisoner wears a blindfold, usu. one by a firing squad or by hanging. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  Blind Harpers Beggars who fake blindness to gather sympathy and greater contributions. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  blind jam n. An arrest made without accompanying charges. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blind markers Forged license plates. Underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blind munchies A craving for food triggered by drug use, esp. marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F, SJDD.




  blind pig n. 1. Tavern operating without benefit of license, thus not subject to city code regulation; during U.S. prohibition, a speakeasy. 2. A tavern which operates after legal hours. Underworld use 1880. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  blind pigger The operator of an illegal tavern. Underworld use 1890. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  blind steer An impromptu criminal operation, one attempted without plan and thus extremely risky. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blind tiger 1. See: blind pig. 2. Low-grade, bootleg, or cheap whiskey. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  blink, on the To be on the lookout for criminals, usu. a night watchman or police. Aus. law enforcement use 1942. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  blinky n. Freebase cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blip off To murder, esp. by gunfire. Underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  blirt v. To entice or act as a decoy. Obs. 1937 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blister n. 1. A summons from police. Underworld use 1903. 2. A prostitute. Underworld use 1942. v. 1. To fire a gun at someone, prob. from guns being called heaters. Cf. heaters. Underworld use 1930. 2. To serve someone a summons. Police use 1930. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  blitz n. A dog used to detect hidden narcotics. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blitzed adj. Under the influence of alcohol or other drugs. Cf. blixed. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blixed adj. Under the influence of drugs, esp. marijuana. Cf. blitzed. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bloak See: bloke.




  bloak-buzzer See: bloke-buzzer.




  bloat n. 1. The body of a drowning victim. Police use 1889. 2. Abuse, either verbal or physical. Obs. 1925 underworld use. 3. A criminal who is an expert in his chosen field, e.g., safecracking, and who sells his services to an underworld leader. Underworld use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blob v. To inform on an accomplice; to inform the police. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  block n. 1. A portion of morphine. Drug addict’s use. 2. Marijuana or hashish compressed into a block. 3. Opium in its crude form. Drug traffic use 1960s. 4. A pocket watch in a gold case. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, IWTP, LTC, SJDD.




  block and tackle 1. A pocketwatch on a chain, usu. gold. Underworld use 1928. 2. Shackles worn around a prisoner’s arms and legs, because of the rhyme. Underworld use 1944. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blockbusters n. Barbiturates, esp. the brand name drug Nembutal. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blocked adj. Exhilarated from drug use. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, F, LTC.




  blocked out Under the influence. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  blocker n. Like the blind, this pickpocket’s accomplice blocks the view of the victim and potential witnesses. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blockhound n. A policeman who balks a criminal by hounding him. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blocking the dice Preparing the dice for a controlled roll. Cf. blind. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blocks n. Wooden playing cards used in jail. Prison use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blocks, give the To administer an intelligence test. Term der. from the blocks that some of these tests use. Prison use 1935. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blocks, put the To execute someone. Underworld use1936. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bloke; bloak n. 1. The victim of a robbery. Obs. 1900 underworld use. 2. A police officer, usu. a detective. Obs. 1910 underworld use. 3. A prison guard. Prisoner’s use 1883. Cf. head bloke; swag-chovey; shickster. 4. Cocaine, because of the rhyme on coke. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  bloke-buzzer; bloak-buzzer 1. A pickpocket who specializes in picking men’s pockets. One who specializes in women is a moll-buzzer. Cf. moll-buzzer. Underworld use 1886. 2. A pickpocket who works racetracks. Underworld use 1895. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bloker n. A cocaine user. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bloke with the jasey An English judge. Obs. 1920 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blond hash Hashish golden-brown in color. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blond Lebanese A golden colored hashish grown in Lebanon. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blood n. A criminal who is an expert in his field. Underworld use 1715. REF.: CBA.




  bloodbath n. A massacre; slaughter. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  blood box An ambulance. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blood bread Money obtained by selling one’s blood. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blood dough Any money earned in a contemptible way, e.g., to some criminals kidnapping, pornography, or the sale of narcotics are al beneath contempt. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blood feud A vendetta marked by long-lasting violence. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bloodguilt n. The emotion that often follows bloodshed or murder. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bloodhound n. A large dog used to track prison escapees and other people wanted by the law. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blood identification The scientific study of blood groups, types and grades in forensic identification of killers who have been stained by the blood of their victims. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bloodletting n. Bloodshed; slaughter; murder. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  blood money Money that does not make up for the injury or the indignity suffered. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  bloodshed n. The taking of a human life; murder; slaughter; the shedding of human blood. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  blood thirsty A prison guard who reports many prisoners for rules violations. Prisoner’s use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bloodworm n. A pimp who treats his prostitute even worse than the standard treatment. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bloomer n. An empty safe or any other like object, e.g., a hijacked truck with an empty trailer, a promising stickup victim who proves to have no cash or jewelry. Underworld use 1889. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  bloss n. 1. A prostitute who is also her pimp’s mistress or wife. Obs. 1870 U.K. underworld use. 2. Any mistress. Obs. 1900 U.S. underworld use. 3. Any prostitute. Obs. 1880 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blot n. The underworld. v. To murder or kill. AKA: blot out. Underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, IWTP, MU.




  blot out See: blot.




  blotta n. A thief who disables his victims with knockout drops. Underworld use 1926. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blotter n. 1. The record of arrests at a police station. Police use. 2. LSD. Drugculture use. 3. A paper stamp impregnated or blotted with LSD. AKA: blotter acid. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: ACM, CBA, IDLE, JEMS, NYPUSE, SJDD.




  blotter acid See: blotter.




  blotto n. An underworld member. v. To eliminate by murder. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blou baadjie (for.) A prisoner with a long sentence to serve. Cf. sky blue. S. Afri. prisoner’s use 1946. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blouser n. A prostitute. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blow n. 1. The booty from a crime. 2. A tip which leads to a crime, e.g., information on a shipment of money. Underworld use 1720. 3. A prostitute. Underworld use 1823. 4. The loss of one’s cover, exposure; the recognition of a criminal’s true identity or purpose. Underworld use 1904. 5. A dose of narcotics. Drug addict’s use 1920. 6. Cocaine. Drug addict’s use. 7. A handgun. Cf. big blow. Underworld use. v. 1. To escape or flee, usu. from prison or the police. Underworld use. 2. To detect a person in the act of a crime. Police use 1788. 3. To inform on a criminal. Underworld use 1790. 4. To open a safe by the use of explosives. Underworld use 1904. 5. To inhale narcotics or inhale a drug, esp. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1924. 6. To fail in the execution of a crime. Underworld use 1920s. 7. To waste or lose money or an opportunity. Gen. use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CDVT, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, F, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, LTC, MU, P, PT, RL, SJDD, WF.




  blow, bite the To successfully carry out a crime, usu. a theft. Obs. 1889 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow a fix An injection of narcotics that misses the vein and is wasted in the flesh. AKA: blow a shot; blow a vein. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, F, SJDD.




  blow a parole To forfeit one’s chance for a favorable parole hearing by breaking a rule, offending a warder, or taking part in a prohibited action. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC.




  blow a score To fail in an attempted robbery. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, PT.




  blow a shot See: blow a fix.




  blow a stick To smoke marijuana, usu. from Thailand. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, LEB, SJDD.




  blow a tank To open a safe by the use of explosives. Aus.-New Zea. underworld use 1932. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow a vein See: blow a fix.




  blow away To murder or kill, esp. with a gun. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  blow a whistle See: blow the whistle.




  blow back To return stolen merchandise to the owner. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow charlie; Blow Charlie To inhale or snort cocaine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LTC.




  blow coke To snort cocaine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  blowen n. A thiefs mistress. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, RL.




  blower n. 1. A prostitute, usu. one that is older or considered unattractive. Underworld use 1676. 2. A thief who uses explosives to enter a building or a safe. Underworld use 1886. 3. An escaped prisoner or a fugitive from the police. Underworld use 1925. 4. One who is addicted to cocaine, an addict. Drug addict’s use 1925. 5. A piece of rolled paper, often a dollar or other currency, used by inserting one end into a nostril and putting the other on the drug to be inhaled, usu. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1910. 6. A police informer. 7. A telephone. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAS, DC, DU, RL.




  blow grass To smoke marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, IDLE, SJDD.




  blowgun n. 1. A sawed-off shotgun or a powerful handgun. 2. A tube from which a poisonous dart is shot. Underworld use 1922. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow hay To smoke marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blow horse To inhale heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, LTC, SJDD.




  blow job n. Any crime where explosives are used, usu. to open a safe. Underworld and police use. REF.: B, CBA.




  blown away Drug-induced euphoria or intoxication. blown out. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blown out See: blown away.




  blow off 1. To inform to the police. Underworld use 1925. 2. The proof of guilt. Police use. 3. To steal. Underworld use 1936. 4. The final step in a confidence game where, after the victim has been relieved of his money, the confidence man makes his exit. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, FTU, HC, PT.




  blow-off wire The telegram sent to a confidence game victim after he has been relieved of his money. Con artist’s use 1936. REF.: CBA, DU, FTU.




  blow one’s copper To lose the time deducted from a prison sentence for good behavior, usu. by bad behavior. Prisoner’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow one’s cork See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s lump See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s mind To amaze someone, esp. by an experience with LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blow one’s noggin See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s roof See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s stack See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s top 1. To commit suicide by shooting oneself in the head. Underworld use 1929. 2. Insane or erratic behavior, usu. temporary, often drug-induced. AKA: blow one’s cork; blow one’s lump; blow one’s noggin; blow one’s roof; blow one’s stack; blow one’s topper; blow one’s wig. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, DU.




  blow one’s topper See: blow one’s top.




  blow one’s wig See: blow one’s top.




  blowout n. An unruly party, usu. with drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  blow out See: blow out a light.




  blow out a light; blow out To steal, usu. a watch. Obs.1920 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  blow out ink An ink used to mark playing cards. AKA: blow out work. Gambling use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow out work See: blow out ink.




  blowse; blowser n. A prostitute, usu. one who is older or considered unattractive. Underworld use 1701. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blowser See: blowse.




  blow snow To ingest cocaine, usu. by inhalation. Drug addict’s use 1920. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  blow the bag To inhale vapors from a substance placed in the bottom of a bag, esp. glue; to sniff glue. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blow the gab To inform on or expose an accomplice. blow the golf. Underworld use 1785. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAS, DU.




  blow the golf See: blow the gab.




  blow the joint To escape from jail or prison. AKA: blow the stir. Prisoner’s use 1934. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  blow the lid off To expose, usu. political corruption or a criminal enterprise. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blow the meet To fail to keep a criminal appointment, usu. drug related, e.g., a dealer who does not show up at a prearranged meeting with an addict. Cf. keep the meet. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  blow the score To fail in a criminal attempt, usu. a robbery. Underworld use, 20th. REF.: CBA, DU, PT.




  blow the stir See: blow the joint.




  blow the tout To inform to the police. Underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow the whistle 1. To sound the escape alarm. Prisoner’s use. 2. To turn a criminal in to the police, to inform; from the whistle London police blow as a call for assistance. Gen. use 1930s. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DC, UP.




  blow through To give in to extortionists, blackmailers, or other criminals. Underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blow tube A tube through which a poisonous dart is expelled by the force of the shooter’s breath; a blow gun. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  blow up To expose a criminal operation, or a crime-ridden neighborhood or house, e.g., this is often what a victim does when his money is long gone and he realizes he’s been duped. AKA: blow upon. Underworld use 1781. REF.: CBA, DU, FTU.




  blow upon See: blow up.




  blubbing cull A weeping, repentant thief, e.g., one who has been caught. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bludge n. A pimp. Underworld use 1939. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bludgeon n. A hand-held weapon, usu. a stick with one end weighted. AKA: blackjack; sap. v. To strike with a blackjack, sap, or bludgeon. Gen. use 1730. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bludgeon business Strong-armed robberies executed through the use of a bludgeon; often a prostitute was used to bait a victim into a compromising position where he was then robbed, the prostitute’s accomplices wielding the bludgeon. AKA: swinging the stick. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bludgeoner n. A thief who uses a bludgeon, usu. the accomplice of a prostitute who lures the victim into the trap. AKA: bludger. Obs. 1920 US. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, LTC.




  bludgeon men Paid hoodlums who controlled crowds at phony lotteries. Obs. 1860 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bludger See: bludgeoner.




  bludget v. A female thief who uses a bludgeon to rob her victims. She is usu. a prostitute, or she poses as one to lure her victim to a dark, secluded place, to be robbed. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU, RL.




  blue n. 1. Lead, a commodity once frequently stolen, from the color. Obs. 1880 underworld use. 2. A confidence victim’s loss. Aus. Con artist’s use 1939. 3. Amytal, a barbiturate. Drug addict’s use. v. 1. To inform to the police. Underworld use 1839. 2. To make something disappear, usu. incriminating evidence, e.g., stolen goods. Underworld use 1846. 3. To steal. Underworld use 1874. 3. To realize one has been robbed or cheated. Underworld use 1890. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  blue, in the In trouble, usu. with the police. New Zea. underworld use 1932. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blue acid; Blue Acid Liquid LSD, pale blue in color. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blue angelfish A brand of blotter acid, because of the blue angelfish stamped on the paper. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue angels; Blue Angels Amytal, a barbiturate. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blue babies LSD. Canadian drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue bells LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  blue belly; blue Belly A police officer, from the color of his uniform. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Blue Berkley LSD on blue paper. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bluebirds; Blue Birds; blues birds 1. Police cars, esp. patrol vehicles. Aus. underworld use 1920. 2. Amytal, a barbiturate. AKA: blue angels. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, F, JEMS, LTC, SJDD.




  blue bird’s eye See: bird’s eye.




  blue blood An addict who injects drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, JEMS.




  blue box A device used to bypass the phone company and make long-distance calls without paying. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blue boy A police officer. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blue bullets; Blue Bullets 1. Color-coded bullets used for incendiary purposes. Gen. use. 2. Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  blue caps Blue capsules on which liquid LSD has been dropped. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue chair LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue cheer; Blue Cheer LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blue cheese Hashish. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue clouds Capsules of the brand name barbiturate Amytal. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue de Hue Marijuana from Hue, Vietnam, used by U.S. troops during the Vietnam War. U.S. military use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue devils; Blue Devils Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blue dolls Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA.




  blue dot 1. The brand name barbiturate Amytal, frequently sold in a blue capsule. Drug addict’s use 1980s. 2. A tablet impregnated with liquid LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue doubledomes LSD. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue drag A criminal business. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blue dragon A brand of blotter acid stamped with a blue dragon. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue nag; blue flats LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue flats See: blue Dag.




  blue funk A deep mental depression from drug use. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  blue heavens; Blue Heavens Amytal, a barbiturate. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, JEMS, LEB, LTC.




  blue horrors Delirium tremens; the d.t.’s. Drug addict’s use 1890s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue horse A barbiturate. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue ink, get the To have the police called when one attempts to pass stolen merchandise to a pawnbroker. Underworld use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blue jeans LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue jeans and t-shirts A combination of the brand name drugs Talwin and Pyribenzamine. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue knight A policeman, usu. a beat or squad-car patrolman. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  blue label A safe protected by Pinkerton Detectives. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Blue Laws Any law which prohibits or regulates drinking, dancing, or working on Sundays. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  blue lib The move of police officers to bring civil lawsuits seeking damages against those who have beaten, slandered, or libeled them. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blue-line v. To steal from railroad freight cars. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blue line, the thin The police; the thin blue line that stands between society and the criminal element, fr. the color of the uniform. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  Blue Liz A police patrol wagon. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blue loco Loco weed. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  blue man A uniformed police officer. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  blue microdot Liquid LSD dropped on a vitamin C tablet and left to dry. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  blue mist LSD, esp. liquid LSD dropped on a sugar cube. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue mornings Morning glory seeds used as a hallucinogenic, because of their color. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  blue movie A pornographic film. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blue pellets Cyanide pellets. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  blue pigeon A thief who steals lead, often a tradesman who pilfers it from the house where he works. AKA: buff-lay. Cf. bible. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  blue plum; blue plumb A bullet, prob. from the bluish color of the lead. Underworld use 1785. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  blue plumb See: blue plum.




  blue pyramids LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue-ribbon adj. Pertaining to high social status. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, PT.




  blue river land The confidence man’s most feared territory; an area where the residents are not easily duped. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  blue room 1. A police interrogation room, the place where the third degree is administered. Underworld use. 2. A solitary confinement cell in a prison, esp. one where physical punishment is administered. AKA: hole. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blue ruin Gin of inferior quality. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, RL, SJDD.




  blues; Blues n. 1. Amytal, a barbiturate. 2. Diazepam, a sedative. Drug addict’s use. REF.: ACM, CBA, IDLE, JEMS, LEB, SJDD.




  blue sage; blue saze Marijuana; the second form is more than likely a mispronunciation of the first. Drug culture use 1940s. REF.: CBA.




  blues and reds Capsules of the brand-name drug Tuinal, a combination of amobarbital and sconbarbital. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue saze See: blue sage.




  blues birds See: bluebirds.




  blue sky blond High-quality marijuana from Colombia. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue-sky law A law which guards against the sale of worthless securities. Legal use 1912. REF.: CBA.




  blue sky racket The promotion and sale of worthless stocks and bonds. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blue splash Blotter acid. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue star Hallucinogenic morning glory seeds. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue tips; Blue Tips 1. Bullets color-coded to indicate that they are incendiary. Law enforcement use. 2. Barbiturates. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC, SJDD.




  blue velvet; Blue Velvet Drug abuser’s mixture of Pyribenzamine with either paregoric or Elixir Terpin Hydrate with codeine. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, F, JEMS, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  blue vials LSD. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  blue water LSD. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, LEB.




  bluey-cracking The theft of lead from unoccupied houses. U.K. underworld use 1840. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bluff v. An attempt, usu. by heavy betting, to convince card players that one’s hand is better than theirs and that they should drop their cards or they will lose their money, when in fact the opposite is true. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DU, SHG.




  bluff, call a 1. To refuse to be bluffed; to match the bet of the bluffer. Gambling use. 2. To frighten someone by tough talk, or by the show of a weapon. Underworld use 1848. REF.: CBA, SHG.




  bluffer n. A confidence man. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blunderbuss n. A shotgun with a barrel illegally shortened or sawed off, making the weapon easily conceal-able and brutally destructive at close range. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  blunt n. 1. A hypodermic syringe. Drug addict’s use 1980s. 2. A barbiturate, esp. a capsule of the brand-name drug Seconal. Drug addict’s use 1970s. 3. Money. Gen. U.K. use 1708. REF.: CBA, RL, SJDD.




  blunted crib A house containing large sums of money. Obs. 1910 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Blunt Magazine A name for any bank, esp. the Bank of England. Obs. 1890 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  blute n. Newspaper clippings cut to look like currency, used as bait in a confidence game. Con artist’s use. REF.: CBA, HC.




  bly n. A burglar’s torch, used on safes or metal walls. Underworld use 1920. REF.: CBA, CD, DU.




  bo n. Marijuana, esp. marijuana grown in Colombia. Drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  board 1. The decision-making body that oversees the crime syndicate in a specific city, esp. Chicago, Detroit, and New York. Mafia-syndicate use. 2. A prison pardon or parole board. Prison use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, TN.




  boarding house, the The Tombs (City Prison of New York), or any city jail. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boarding-scholars n. Prison inmates, esp. those at Bridewell. Obs. 1860 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boarding school Any prison or jail. Cf. academy; college. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DU.




  boarding school gloak; boarding school gloke A convicted felon. Obs. 1860 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boarding school gloke See: boarding school gloak.




  Board of Pardons A government board that investigates and makes recommendations for pardons and executive clemency. AKA: Board of Parole. Legal use. REF.: CBA, DC, LTC.




  Board of Parole See: Board of Pardons.




  boards n. Playing cards. Gambling use 1923. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boast n. The pledge a prisoner makes to a parole board to go straight. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  boat v. To transport, usu. a convict sentenced to a penal colony such as Botany Bay in Australia. Obs. 1920 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  boat and oar Prostitute, so named because it rhymes with whore. Cf. whore. Underworld use 1890s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boat race A horse race with a prearranged finish; a fixed race. U.S. gambling and underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS, DU.




  bob n. 1. A shoplifter’s accomplice, the one who carries off the stolen goods. Underworld use 1698. 2. A counterfeit coin. Obs. 1890 U.K. underworld use. 3. A prison beating which consists of fifty strokes with a lash. Obs. 1870 prisoner’s use. 4. A shoplifter. U.S. underworld use 1931. v. To defraud, cheat, or trick. U.K. gen. use 14th. REF.: CBA, CDVT, DAS, DU, WP.




  bobbeb To be fooled, tricked, or cheated. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  Bobby n. A nickname for the London police, because of the founder of the force, Sir Robert Peel. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  bobby twister A burglar who would not hesitate to shoot a policeman. Obs. U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bo-bo Marijuana. AKA: bo-bo bush. Drug culture use 1925. REF.: CBA, CD, LEB, SJDD.




  bo-bo bush See: bo-bo.




  bo-bo jockey One who smokes marijuana. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bodikin n. A whorehouse. Obs. 1900 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bodily harm An injury, sickness, or disease contracted as a result of a wound inflicted by another. AKA: bodily injury. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, CL.




  bodily injury See: bodily harm.




  body bag A canvas or vinyl container used to hold human remains. Gen. use. REF.: ADI, CBA, CD.




  body-cavity search A vaginal or anal search, usu. for hidden drugs. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  body drug Any physically addictive drug, e.g. heroin. Medical use. REF.: CBA, CD, SJDD.




  bodyguard A person hired to protect another from bodily harm. Gen. use 1735. REF.: CBA.




  body packing The act of smuggling contraband, usu. drugs, inside body cavities. Cf. asscache. Smuggling use. REF.: CBA, JEMS, SJDD.




  body shake A strip search. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  body slangs Iron restraints for the torso. Obs. 1930 prison use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  body snatch A kidnapping. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  body snatcher 1. A bailiff or police officer. Obs. 1900 underworld use. 2. A kidnapper of cats or dogs. Obs. U.K. gen. use. 3. A kidnapper. Underworld use 1934. 4. A grave robber or undertaker. AKA: resurrection cove. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU.




  body trip Drug intoxication which produces strong physical side effects. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  boff v. To impose a long prison sentence. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  boffo n. 1. One year of a prison term. Prisoner’s use. 2. One dollar. Gen. use 1930s. REF.: CBA, DAL, DAS.




  Bog, The The prison at Portlaoighise, Ire. U.K. prisoner’s use 1945. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Bogart a joint To smoke more than one’s share of a marijuana cigarette, named for the famous film actor, Humphrey Bogart, who usu. had a cigarette dangling from a corner of his mouth. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, LEB, LTC.




  bogey; bogy; bogie n. 1. A police informant. Underworld use 1924. 2. A police officer, esp. a detective. Underworld use 1914. 3. A place resistant to thieves; a tough place to crack. Underworld use 1936. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU.




  boggy n. A child thief. Underworld use 1848. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bogie See: bogey.




  bogs, the The grounds outside a prison where work gangs are assigned, originally from Dartmoor prison where the surrounding area was usu. damp. Prison use 1870s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bogue n. The first stage of drug withdrawal or the sickness caused by it. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, P, SJDD.




  bogus n. 1. A machine used for counterfeiting coins. 2. Counterfeit coins. Underworld use 1827. 3. Counterfeit bills. U.S. underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bogy See: bogey.




  boil v. To distill alcohol. U.S. underworld use 1922. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boiler n. 1. A pocket-sized electric stove, contraband in prison. Prisoner’s use. 2. A stolen car. Underworld use. 3. One who extracts nitroglycerine from dynamite. Underworld use 1925. 4. A distillery. U.S. underworld use 1920s. 5. A safe. Underworld use 1937. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  boilermaker’s delight A strong but inferior alcoholic drink, usu. bootlegger’s whiskey. U.S. underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  boilerplate n. Excessively legal language. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  boiler room A telephone room used by high-pressure salesmen whose attempts to convince victims to buy their product generates much resistance. Cf. grind joint. Con artist’s use 1931. REF.: CBA, DU, FD, HC.




  boil-out An abrupt detoxification from drugs. Drug addict’s use 1910. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  Bo Jimmy Marijuana. Drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Bok-a-bou n. A Chinese policy game. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, WF.




  bol v. To be on the lookout, usu. for the police. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  boleda See: bolita.




  bolita; boleda n. A numbers game, usu. in Spanish-speaking areas. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DC, TN.




  Bolivar n. A handgun. Underworld use 1935. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  boloism n. Treason against France for which one is executed, named after Bolo Pascha, the assumed name of a German agent shot in France in 1918. Fr. gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bolsa (for.) n. A bag of drugs, esp. a ten-dollar bag of marijuana, from the Spanish word for bag. Drug traffic use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bolt; Bolt n. 1. A sudden prison escape. Prisoner’s use 1812. 2. A prison sentence. Underworld use. 2. A brand name of amyl nitrite, often abused by addicts. Medical use. REF.: CBA, DU, JEMS, SJDD.




  bolt, get the To be sentenced to prison. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bolt cutter A tool used to cut locks, bolts, fences, bars, and handcuffs. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bolt in tun An escape from prison. Obs. 1920 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bolus n. 1. A doctor. Underworld use 1850. 2. A pill or pellet, esp. of opium, from the Latin word forpill. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  boman; bowman A thief. Obs. 1830 gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boman boy; bowman boy A well-dressed criminal. Obs. 1820 gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boman ken A house with many valuables, a good target for a thief. Obs. 1890 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bomb n. 1. An explosive device used to destroy or gain entry to property, or to injure or kill people. Gen. use. 2. A potent or lethal dose of any drug. Drug addict’s use. 3. High-quality heroin. 4. An extra-large or particularly thick marijuana cigarette. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Bombay black A strong Indian hashish. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F.




  bomb disposal unit Law enforcement or military personnel used to disarm or remove unexploded bombs. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bombed adj. Under the influence of drugs or alcohol. bombed out. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC, SJDD.




  bombed out See: bombed.




  bomber n. 1. A criminal who uses explosives in his chosen field. Underworld use 1939. 2. Marijuana in a cigarette, or an extra large marijuana cigarette. Drug addict’s use 1945. 3. A barbiturate in capsule form. Drug addict’s use 1960s. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DU, LEB, LTC, SJDD, TOP.




  bombidos n. Benzedrine which is injected in the veins. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bombita n. 1. An amphetamine, fr. the Spanish word for little bomb. Drug addict’s use 1960s. 2. Cocaine and heroin taken at the same time. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bombitas n. A vial of desoxyn, an amphetamine sometimes mixed with heroin for a more powerful effect. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LEB, LTC.




  bomb sniffers Dogs trained to sniff out hidden explosives. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bomb squad The police squad used to disarm and remove unexploded bombs. Law enforcement use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  Bompo Alias of Frank Bompensiero, San Diego crime boss murdered by the Mafia in February 1977, after discovery of his role as an FBI informant on organized crime for over a decade. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bomrep n. A bombing report. Police use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bonaroo; bonarro High-quality drugs. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bonarro See: bonaroo.




  bonche n. A band of marijuana smokers. Drug culture use 1950s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  bond n. A promise to pay a specified amount of money; the evidence of a debt. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA, LTC.




  bond, appearance One that guarantees the appearance of a defendant in court on a criminal charge; if he fails to appear the bond is forfeited. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  bondage Any form of captivity or servitude, esp. that of a slave or serf. Gen. use. REF.: CBA.




  bonds n. Counterfeit bills. Underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bondsman One who puts up the bail for someone charged with a crime, usu. for a fee; a surety. Cf. bail bondsman. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC.




  bone n. A cigarette of marijuana; a joint. Drug culture use 1980s, v. 1. To steal. Underworld use 1698. 2. To arrest. Obs. 1887 underworld use. 3. To make an unethical or illegal business proposition. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  bone box A hearse. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bone orchard A graveyard. AKA: boneyard. U.S. underworld use 1872. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL.




  boner of stiff ones A body snatcher. AKA: resurrection man. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bones n. Dice. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DAL, WF.




  boneyard See: bone orchard.




  bong n. A pipe, often homemade, which filters marijuana or hashish smoke through water or other liquid. v. To smoke from a bong. See: waterpipe. Drug culture use. REF.: CBA, F, LEB, SJDD.




  bonita n. A substance used to dilute heroin. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, F, SJDD.




  bonnet n. 1. A criminal’s cover, e.g., a legitimate job. Underworld use 1812. 2. The accomplice of a confidence man, esp. one who works the thimble-rig, an early version of the shell game. Cf. jolly. Obs. 1920 U.K. underworld use. 3. A dynamite cap or detonator. U.S. underworld use 1915. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bonneter n. 1. A shill, the confidence man’s accomplice who lures the victim into the trap. Con artist’s use 1839. 2. A confidence man who acts as a fortune-teller. Gypsy use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bonny lay, go upon the To undertake an armed robbery. Cf. lay. Obs. 1870 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bono et malo A formal document delivering a prisoner to jail. Legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  boo; bu n. Marijuana. Drug culture use. REF.: ACM, CBA, CD, IDLE, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  boob n. 1. A pickpocket’s victim or any gullible person. U.S. underworld use 1912. 2. A novice to the criminal world. Underworld use 1931. 3. A police station or a prison. Underworld use 1911. REF.: BR, CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, IWTP, HC.




  booby n. 1. A jail or police station. Underworld use 1945. 2. A prison cell. U.K. underworld use 1925. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU.




  booby hatch; booby hutch A police station, lockup, prison or insane asylum. Underworld use 1859. REF.: CBA, DU.




  booby hutch See: booby hatch.




  booby pinch 1. A petty charge. 2. An arrest which is the result of one’s own stupidity, usu. for something only fools are caught at. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  booby rap See: booby pinch.




  booby trap A device or plan used to catch, injure or kill an animal or person. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  boodle n. 1. A bankroll or bundle of counterfeit bills. U.S. underworld use 1845. 2. Illicit goods or money. Underworld use 1887. 3. Petty bribes given to prison guards or trusties by convicts. Prison use 1910. 4. See: Michigan. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, FTU, HC, MU, RL.




  boodle buyer A fence. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA.




  boodle can An accommodating local jail where one can find food and shelter during the winter months. AKA: boodle jail. Underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boodle carrier See: boodle carry.




  boodle carry The one who carries counterfeit money; in a confidence game this is the man who leaves the victim holding the counterfeit money while he walks away with the real thing. AKA: boodle carrier. Underworld use 1850s. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boodle-game n. Any confidence game or trick. Police use 1872. REF.: CBA, DU.




  boodle jail See: boodle can.




  boodle of queer A bankroll or bundle of counterfeit money. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, MU.




  boodler n. 1. One who passes phony currency. Underworld use 1872. 2. A fixer, grafter, mercenary politician. Underworld use 1926. REF.: CBA.




  boo-gee n. 1. The part of a syringe between the needle and the plunger. AKA: shoulder. 2. A piece of cloth or paper used to tighten the fit between the bowl and stem of an opium pipe or between the medicine dropper and the needle of a hypodermic syringe. Cf. gee. Drug addict’s use 1930s. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, IDLE, LEB, LTC, SJDD.




  boogie n. 1. A trip to buy drugs. Drug smuggler’s use. 2. Syphilis, esp. the secondary stage of the disease, when eruptions occur in the skin and mucous membrane of the victims. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, IDLE.




  book n. 1. Playing cards; to plant the books is to stack the deck, or order the cards to give the dealer an unfair advantage. Gen. use 19th. 2. A purse or pocketbook. Underworld use 1901. 3. Imprisonment, esp. a life sentence. Cf. do the book. U.S. prisoner’s use 1920. 4. A person who accepts gambling wagers or the place where he operates. Gambling use. 5. Folded paper used as a container for illegal drugs. Drug traffic use 1950s. v. 1. To sentence, esp. to the maximum penalty prescribed by law. Underworld use 1829. 2. To arrest and charge with specific offenses. Police and underworld use 1839. 3. To enter gambling wagers into a listing. 4. To cover the bet oneself instead of relaying it to the intended gambling agency. Gambling use. Cf. throw the book at. REF.: BLD, CBA, CD, CLL, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, IWTP, LTC, LTD, SJDD.




  book and cover, do the To serve a life sentence. Prisoner’s use 1925. REF.: CBA, DU.




  book bomb An explosive device concealed in a closed book and detonated by anyone who opens it. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bookie n. 1 One who takes gambling bets. Gen. use. 2. A prostitution boss. Underworld use 1939. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, IWTP, LTC, WF.




  bookie joint An establishment that handles illegal betting. Gambling use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, IWTP.




  bookmaker n. One who takes illegal gambling bets. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC, FTU, TN, WF.




  bookmaking n. Taking bets for gambling purposes, coming from the fact that bets used to be written in books by those accepting bets. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  book off See: book on.




  book on To go on or off duty. AKA: book off. Police use. REF.: CBA.




  books n. 1. Playing cards. Gambling use 1811. REF.: CBA, CD, CLL, CVB, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, FTU, IWTP, LTC, LTD, TN, WF.




  books are closed A time when no new members are admitted to the crime syndicate. Mafia-syndicate use. REF.: CBA, TN.




  booly-dog n. A police officer, a corruption of bulldog. Obs. 1900 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, RL.




  boom (for.) n. Marijuana, fr. the Dutch word for a tree. S. Afri. underworld use 19th. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  boom boy One who smokes marijuana. S. Afri. drug culture use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  boomer n. 1. A crook or confidence man who works briefly in one locale, then moves on to more lucrative areas. U.S. underworld use 1931. 2. A drug addict who drifts from place to place, usu. in search of drugs; named after the railroad, oil field, or construction workers who followed the boom of their trade as it moved around the country. Drug addict’s use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DAL, DU, SJDD.




  boom tea Tea made from marijuana leaves. S. Afri. drug culture use 1970s. REF.: CBA.




  boose See: booze.




  boost v. To shoplift. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU, HC, IDLE, LEB, LTC, PT.




  boost, the The pursuit of shoplifting or being engaged in shoplifting. AKA: boost, on the. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  boost and shoot; boot and shoot Stealing to support a drug habit. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  booster n. 1. A shoplifter. Underworld use 1912. 2. Any small-time thief. 3. A crooked gambler’s accomplice, usu. one who acts as a decoy. Con artist’s use 1890s. 4. An additional dose of a drug taken to prolong a high. Drug addict’s use 1970s. 5. Any amphetamine. Drug addicts use 1970s. REF.: B, BR, CBA, DAL, DAS, DU, FTU, IWTP, MLM, PT, SJDD.




  booster bag A bag used by shoplifters. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  booster bloomers Underwear with large pockets used by shoplifters to conceal stolen goods. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  booster box A box which appears to be a wrapped package but which has a hinged side where shoplifters conceal stolen goods. Cf. bad bag. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  booster pants Extra large pants with deep pockets used by shoplifters. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  boostering n. Disposal of stolen property. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, LEB.




  booster stick A normal cigarette dipped in marijuana resin. Drug culture use 1960s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  boosting n. 1. Shoplifting. 2. The act of increasing a supplier’s invoices and then splitting the difference with the supplier. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  boosting-hen A coat with large pockets, custom-made for shoplifters. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  boot n. 1. An iron manacle that is fitted over a convict’s foot and ankle, making escape almost impossible; usu. used on chain-gangs and other out-of-prison work details and during prisoner transfers. Cf. Oregon boot. Prison use. 2. The initial effect of using drugs. Cf. kick. 3. The act of feeding blood back and forth between the syringe and the vein during a heroin injection in an effort to increase the effect of the drug. Drug addict’s use. 4. A knife concealed in the top of a boot. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAS, DAL, F, LEB.




  boot-and-shoe A way of life for many; unable to buy footwear they pick up a shoe here and a boot there and make do. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, PT.




  boot and shoot See: boost and shoot.




  hooter n. A bootlegger. U.S. underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  booth n. 1. A house used as a thiefs hideaway. Underworld use 1797. 2. Cocaine. Drug addict’s use. REF.:ACM, CBA, DU.




  bootien. A bootlegger. U.S. underworld use 1920s. REF.: CBA, DAS, DU, SJDD.




  boot knife A knife concealed in the top of a boot. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  bootleg n. 1. Prison coffee, often illicit liquor in the guise of coffee. Prisoner’s use 1893. 2. Any illegal commodity, usu. alcohol. Underworld use 1880s. v. To manufacture, smuggle, or sell an illegal commodity, esp. alcohol. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  bootlegger n. 1. A person who is in and out of jail frequently, from al the jailhouse coffee he consumes while inside. Underworld use 1890s. 2. One who sells an illegal commodity, esp. alcohol. Underworld use 1880s. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC, SJDD, TN.




  bootlegger’s turn A 360360-degree turn done at high speed in a narrow space by a professional getaway driver. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  boot man A drug addict who partially injects a shot and draws blood back into the hypodermic syringe, then repeats the process in an attempt to prolong and control the effect of the drug. In the days before AIDS was tied to addicts using the same hypodermic syringe, the boot man was looked down on by other addicts because he monopolized the injection equipment and delayed their own shot. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  boots n. Depressant drugs. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, IDLE.




  boot shot A partial drug injection where the addict withdraws blood from his vein and mixes it with the remaining drug and then repeats this process in an attempt to control and prolong the effect of the drug. Drug addict’s use 1980s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  boot the gong around To share drugs from a marijuana or opium pipe. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, DAL, SJDD.




  boot the habit To end or kick a drug habit. Drug addict’s use 1950s. REF.: CBA.




  booty n. Any property obtained by cheating or theft. Underworld use 1725. REF.: CBA, DU.




  booty-play Cheating, esp. by losing intentionally in a fixed gambling game where your partner is the victim, then splitting his losses with your true partner, the winner. Con artist’s use 1561. REF.: CBA, DU.




  booze; boose n. Liquor. Gen. use 1566. REF.: ACM, CBA, DU, JEMS, SJDD.




  booze-hustler n. One who makes his living in the illegal alcohol business; a bootlegger. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  booze run A regular route for smuggling and supplying illegal liquor. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  booze runner 1. One who smuggles illegal alcohol. 2. A ship or other vehicle used to smuggle illegal alcohol. Obs. 1934 U.S. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU, SJDD.




  bop n. A dose of any drug, esp. one in pill form. Drug addict’s use 1970s. v. To hit or kill. Underworld use 1932. REF.: CBA, DAS, SJDD.




  boppo n. A one-year prison sentence, or one year of a longer sentence. Cf. boffo. Prisoner’s use 1935. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bordello n. A house of prostitution. Underworld use 16th. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  border n. A low-quality secobarbital capsule, usu. one manufactured “south of the border” in Mexico. AKA: border red. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA, SJDD.




  Border county The name given to the nearly mile-long U.S.-Mexican border, stretching from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD.




  border red See: border.




  border warrant A legal process which allows immigration officers to conduct preliminary questioning and searches without a warrant, usu. used for the search and arrest of illegal immigrants. U.S. legal use. REF.: BLD, CBA.




  bore v. To shoot someone. AKA: drill. Underworld use 1927. REF.: CBA, DU, LTC.




  borough command One of seven command units in the New York City Police Department. NYPD use. REF.: CBA, LC.




  borrow v. To carry out a petty theft. Underworld use 1887. REF.: CBA, DC, DU.




  Borstal A British reform school for juvenile off enders. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  borstal system A European halfway house for recently released prisoners or hospital patients. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DC.




  boss n. 1. The prison warden or any prison official. Prisoner’s use 1935. 2. A drug of high quality. Drug addict’s use. 3. An underworld leader. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU, LEB, P, SJDD, TN.




  boss of bosses The top underworld leader. Underworld use 1930s. REF.: CBA, CD, TN.




  botanical excursion To be transported to the penal colony at Botany Bay, Australia. AKA: botanize. Obs. 1890 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  botanize See: botanical excursion.




  Botany Bay A penal colony in Australia, to which tens of thousands of British convicts were transported by ship during the 18th and 19th centuries. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Botany Bay Coat-of-Arms The bruises left from the beatings administered by guards at Botany Bay. Prisoner’s use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Botany Bay dozen A flogging consisting of twenty-five lashes. Cf. tester. Prisoner’s use 1800. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Botany Bay fever An illness faked in order to avoid transportation to Botany Bay. Obs. U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  Botany Bay swell A convict freed from Botany Bay. Aus. underworld use 1820. REF.: CBA, DU.




  both barrels The use of both nostrils to snort a drug, esp. cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1970s. REF.: CBA.




  both hands A ten-year prison sentence, because it takes all ten fingers to count it out. Prisoner’s use 1935. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bottle n. A large quantity of drugs in a capsule or tablet form, esp. one thousand. Drug addict’s use. v. To silence, usu. a person, often a dog. U.S. underworld use 1918. REF.: CBA, DAS, LTC.




  bottle and stopper A police officer, because it rhymes with copper. Underworld use 1933. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bottle club A private club where members keep and drink their own liquor for consumption by themselves and their guests. Operation of a club in this manner allows members to avoid local liquor regulations, and the club may operate within or outside of the law, depending on the jurisdiction. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, DAS.




  bottie deaier A drug pusher who sells capsules or tablets in large quantities, usu. in bottles. Drug addict’s use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, SJDD.




  bottle of fizz The picking of pockets; rhyming slang for “whizz,” which is synonymous. Underworld use 1930. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bottom deaiers Gamblers who cheat by dealing cards from the bottom of the deck. Gambling use 1894. REF.: CBA, DAL, DC, DU, SHG.




  bounce n. A flashy confidence man. Underworld use 1859. v. 1. To cheat someone out of his share of the booty. U.K. underworld use 1837. 2. To swindle or cheat, usu. by false representation. U.S. underworld use 1889. 3. To hit someone on the head. Underworld use 1939. 4. To knowingly pass a check which will not clear the bank. Cf. rubber check. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DU.




  bounce, give it to ’em upon the To be caught in the performance of a theft, but, by one’s actions and appearance, to then convince one’s accusers that you are in fact a respectable person and they have made a grave mistake. When this works as intended the accuser ends up by apologizing to the thief, and sometimes to make up for the mistake, refusing to charge him for the item he attempted to steal. Obs. 1930 U.K. underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bounce bum paper See: bounce sour paper.




  bouncer n. 1. A thief who distracts a shopkeeper by bargaining while he steals. Underworld use 1839. 2. A bully, often the accomplice of a prostitute who plays the role of the betrayed husband to separate the customer from even more of his money. Obs. 1940 underworld use. 3. A loud and violent thief. U.S. underworld use 1903. 4. A check which will not clear the bank; it bounces back to whoever accepted it. Cf. fly-back. Underworld use 1930. 5. A person who keeps order and ejects unruly customers, usu. in a tavern. Cf. heeier. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, DAL, DAS, DC, DU, RL, WF.




  bounce sour paper To pass worthless checks. AKA: bounce bum paper. Underworld use. REF.: CBA, DAL.




  bouncing n. The act of shoplifting. Obs. 1930 underworld use. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bouncing powder Cocaine. Drug addict’s use 1936. REF.: CBA, CD, DU, SJDD.




  bound v. 1. To be placed under a legal obligation. Legal use. 2. To arrest someone. Underworld use. REF.: CBA.




  boung nipper A purse snatcher, from the days when purses were worn as part of a girdle around one’s waist and had to be cut out by the thief. Obs. underworld use. REF.: CBA, CDVT.




  bounty n. The reward that is placed on the head of a criminal and offered to anyone who is able to capture him and bring him to justice. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, LTC.




  bounty hunter A person who tracks criminals with a price on their head; in modern times usu. those who have jumped their bail bonds. Gen. use. REF.: CBA, CD, LTC.




  bounty jumping See: pear-making.




  bouquet n. A payment made to a pimp, usu. in pesos. Arg. underworld use 1928. REF.: CBA, DU.




  bousset n. The accomplice of a crooked card player. Gambling use 1929. REF.: CBA, DU.

OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
DICTIONARY OF

GRIME

CRIMINAL JUSTICE,
CRIMINOLOGY, &
LAW ENFORGEMENT

Edgar Award-Winning Author
and Dean of American True-Crime Writers

Jay Robert Nas

AUTHOR OF
BLOODLETTERS AND BADMEN






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png
LTC
LTD

MLM
MSL
MU
NPS

PT

SB
SCL
SCMA
SHGA
SIDD

N
TOP

WDJ

Legal Terms and Concepts in Criminal Justice,
Michael D’Auria.

West’s Legal Thesaurus/Dictionary, William
Statsky.

My Life in the Mafia, Vincent Teresa.
Maximum Security: Letters from Prison, Eve Pell.
Men of the Underworld, Charles Hamilton.

The New Police Surgeon, S. H. Burges.

The Protectors, Harry J. Anslinger.

The Professional Thief, Edwin H. Sutherland.
The Rogue’s Lexicon, George W. Matsell.

The Stash Book, Peter Hjersman.

Sex, Crime and the Law, Donald MacNamara.
Second Companion to Murder, E. Spencer Shew.
Social History of Gambling, Stephen Longstreet.
The Slang and Jargon of Drugs and Drink, Richard
A. Spears.

Theft of a Nation, Donald Cressey.

The Trail of the Poppy, Charles Siragusa.
Wheels of Fortune, John Drzazga.

Wisconsin Department of Justice.





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
ABBR.

ACM
ADI

BLD
BR
cc
CBA
CD
cbvT
CcL
CLL
CMA
CVB
DAL
bapr
DAS
DC
DEA
DG
DMW
DR
DU
EC
EM

FBI
FD

FTU

GB
GScA

HC

IADDA

IDLE
IWTP

JEMS

LEB

TITLE, AUTHOR

The Anatomy of Arson, Harvey M. French.
American Correctional Association Directory.
Adolescent Counselor Magazine.

Arson Detection and Investigation, Brendon P.
Battle.

The Badge, Jack Webb.

Black’s Law Dictionary.

Broadway Racketeers, John O’Connor.
Courthouse, Paul Hoffman.

Chicago Confidential, Jack Lait and Lee Morti-
mer.

CrimeBooks Archives.

Crime Dictionary, Ralph DeSola.

Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar Tongue, Francis
Grose.

Criminal Law, Wayne R. LaFave and Austin W.
Scott, Jr.

Criminal Law for the Layman, Fred Inbau, et al.
Companion to Murder, E. Spencer Shew.

The Crime Victim’s Book, Morton Bard and Dawn
Sangry.

Dictionary of the American Underworld Lingo,
Hyman B. Golden, et al.

Dictionary of American Penology, Vergil L.
Williams.

Dictionary of American Slang, Harold Wentworth
and Stuart Berg Flexner.

Dictionary of Criminology, Richard W. Nice.
Drug Enforcement Administration.

Dry Guillotine, Rene Belbenoit.

Dead Men Walking, W. Reason Campbell.
Death Row, Bruce Jackson, et al.

Dictionary of the Underworld, Eric Partridge.
Encyclopedia of Criminology, Vernon C. Branham
(editor).

Encyclopedia of Murder, Colin Wilson.

The Fix, Brian Freemantle.

F.B.I, Sanford Under.

Fraud & Deceit: How to Stop Being Ripped Off,
John W. Suthers, et al.

Fighting the Underworld, Philip S. Van Cise.
The Gonif, Morris Rudensky.

Go Boy, Roger Caron.

Guide to the Supreme Court, Dorothy A.
Marquardt.

Hustlers and Con Men, Jay Robert Nash.
Hanawriting: An Analysis through its Symbolism,
Rudolph S. Hearns.

1llinois Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
Association.

Hlinois Department of Law Enforcement.
Inside the World’s Toughest Prison, Joseph E.
Ragen, et al.

Joumal of Emergency Medical Services.

Lady Cop, Bryna Taubman.

Law Enforcement Bible, Robert Scanlon (editor).





