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    Bediüzzaman and the Risale-i Nur
 






    In the many dimensions of his lifetime of achievement, as well as in his personality and character, Bediüzzaman (1877-1960) was and, through his continuing influence, still is an

 important thinker and writer in the Muslim world. He represented in a most

 effective and profound way the intellectual, moral and spiritual strengths of 

Islam, evident in different degrees throughout its fourteen-century history. He lived for eighty-five years. He spent almost all of those years, overflowing with love and ardor for the cause of Islam, in a wise and measured activism based on sound reasoning and in the shade of the Qur'an and the Prophetic example. 

    






    Bediüzzaman lived in an age when materialism was at its peak and many crazed after communism, and the world was in great crisis. In that critical period, Bediüzzaman pointed people to the source of belief and inculcated in them a strong

 hope for a collective restoration. At a time when 

science and philosophy were used to mislead young generations into atheism, and nihilistic attitudes had a wide appeal, at a time when all this was done in the name of civilization, modernization and contemporary thinking and those who tried to resist them were subjected to the cruelest of

 persecutions, Bediüzzaman strove for the overall revival of a whole people, breathing into their minds whatever and spirits whatever is taught in the institutions of both modern and traditional education and of spiritual training. 

    






    Bediüzzaman had seen that modern unbelief originated from science and philosophy, not from ignorance as previously. He wrote that nature is the collection of Divine signs and therefore science and religion cannot be conflicting disciplines. Rather, they are two (apparently) different expressions of the same truth. Minds should be enlightened with sciences, while hearts need to be illumined by religion. 

    






    Bediüzzaman was not a writer in the usual sense of the word. He wrote his splendid

 work the

 Risale-i Nur, a collection exceeding 5,000 pages, because he had a mission: he struggled

 against the materialistic and atheistic trends of thought fed by 

science and philosophy and tried to present the truths of Islam to modern minds and hearts of every

 level of understanding. The

 Risale-i Nur, a modern commentary of the Qur'an, mainly concentrates on the existence and unity of God, the Resurrection, Prophethood, the Divine Scriptures primarily including the Qur’an, the invisible realms of existence, Divine Destiny and humanity’s free will, worship, justice in human life, and humanity’s place and duty among the creation. 

    






    In order to remove from people’s minds and hearts the accumulated ‘sediment’ of false beliefs and conceptions and to purify them both intellectually and

 spiritually, Bediüzzaman writes forcefully and makes reiterations. He writes in neither an academic nor a didactic way; rather he appeals to feelings and aims to pour out his thoughts and ideas into people’s hearts and minds in order to awaken them to belief and conviction. 






    This book includes selected sections from the Risale-i Nur collection. 


 





    The Tenth Word 






    The Resurrection
and the Hereafter 






    [Note: I use metaphors and parables to ease comprehension and show how rational,

 proper, consistent, and coherent are the truths of Islam. The inner meanings

 are contained in the truths concluding them. Each story is like an allusion

 pointing to these truths. So, in this sense, they are not fictions but, rather,

 undoubted truths.]

 

    






    In the Name of God,
the Merciful, the Compassionate. 

    






    Look upon the signs and imprints of God’s Mercy, how He revives Earth after its death. He it is Who will revive the dead [in the same way]. He is powerful over all

 things. (30:50)

 

    






    If you wish to hear about the Resurrection and the Hereafter in simple language and style, listen to this parable: Two

 people1 went to a Paradise-like land (this world). They saw all doors opened and shops unlocked, as if the

 people did not care 

about protecting their possessions. The first one took whatever he wanted and, following his desire, committed every kind of

 injustice and indecency. The people did almost nothing to stop him.

 

    






    His friend asked: “What are you doing? You’ll be punished, and you’ll get me into trouble too! This property is collectively owned, for these people are soldiers or government servants. They’re working as civilians now, and so aren’t interfering so much with you. But the order is strict. The king has installed

 phones, and his officers are everywhere. Go and seek 

forgiveness!” The foolish, obstinate man replied: “No, this property belongs to some charity or other and has no owner. Everyone

 can use it as he or she pleases. Why shouldn

’t I use these fine things? I won’t believe unless I see with my own eyes.” He also spoke, as might a philosopher, a lot of sophistry.  






    A debate ensued. When the obstinate one asked: “Who is the king? I don’t know him,” his friend said: “Every village must have a headman, every needle a manufacturer and craftsperson, and every letter a writer. How could such an extremely well-ordered land have no ruler? How could such wealth have no owner, when a train filled with precious and artful gifts arrives

 hourly, as if coming from 

the Realm of the Unseen?2 It unloads here and goes on. Every announcement and proclamation, each seal and stamp found on those goods, all coins and flags waving throughout the kingdom—how could they have no owner? It seems you have acquired some training in a foreign culture, for you can read the foreign, but not the Islamic, script. You also refuse to ask those who

 can read it. Come now, let me read the supreme decree to you.

”
 

    






    The obstinate one retorted: “Even if there is a king, I’m using so little of his wealth that he can’t possibly be hurt by this. What will it diminish in his treasury? I see no

 prison here, so why should 

I worry about being punished?” His friend replied: “Be serious! This land is a maneuvering ground, an exhibition of the king’s wonderful royal arts, a temporary hospice. Can’t you see that a caravan arrives daily as another one departs and vanishes? It’s constantly filled and emptied. Soon the land will be changed. Its people will be transported to another, and eternal, land where they will be rewarded or punished for their service.”
 

    






    That unbeliever stated: “I don’t believe it. How can this land perish and move to another place?” His faithful friend answered: “Let me show you, O obstinate and rebellious one, some of the innumerable proofs

 that what I

’ve told you is true.” 
 

    






    Twelve pictures 






    First picture: Could such a magnificent kingdom not have a system of reward for those who obey and of punishment for those who rebel? As reward and punishment are virtually non-existent here, there must be a Supreme Tribunal somewhere else.  






    Second picture: Look at this organization and administration. Everyone, including the poorest and the weakest, receives the most appropriate and perfect sustenance. The lonely and sick receive the best care. Notice the royal and delicious foods, dishes, jeweled decorations, embroidered clothes, magnificent feasts. Everyone takes their duties seriously, except for rebels like you, and do not transgress their bounds. The greatest

 people are engaged in modest and obedient 

service, and work in an attitude of fear and awe. 

    






    Given this, the ruler must have great generosity and an all-embracing compassion, great dignity, and the most exalted honor and

 high state. 

Generosity requires liberality, compassion cannot be dispensed without beneficence, and honor and high state require that the discourteous be chastised. But not even a minute part of what that compassion and high state require is visible here. The oppressor remains powerful and the oppressed humiliated. As they both depart and migrate from this realm, their affairs must be left to a Supreme Tribunal. 






    Third picture: All affairs are managed with lofty wisdom and order; transactions are effected with true justice and balance. A wise polity requires that seekers of the state’s protecting wing receive favor. Justice demands that subjects’ rights be preserved so that the government’s dignity and the state’s authority and splendor are maintained. But only a minute part of that is fulfilled here. Diso-bedient people like you often leave this realm unpunished. Their affairs must be left to a Supreme Tribunal. 

    






    Fourth picture: Look at the innumerable and peerless jewels displayed like great dishes at a

 banquet. The ruler must have an inexhaustible treasury and infinite 

generosity, both of which deserve and require a bountiful and eternal display of all

 objects of desire as well as the eternal 

nature of those enjoying the feast, so that they will not suffer pain due to death or separation until eternity. Just as pain’s end brings pleasure, pleasure’s end brings pain.  

    






    Look at these displays and listen to the announcements. Heralds proclaim the miracle-working monarch’s fine and delicate arts. They show his perfections, declare his matchless and

 invisible 

beauty, and tell of his hidden beauty’s subtle manifestations. Given this, he must have an amazing beauty and perfection that is not seen here. This hidden perfection requires one who will appreciate and admire it, who will gaze on it and exclaim: “What wonders God has willed!” thus displaying it and making it known. 

    






    Concealed and matchless beauty wills to see and be seen, to contemplate itself in mirrors and via the

 contemplations of ecstatic spectators and amazed admirers. It wills to see and

 be seen, to 

contemplate itself eternally, and to be contemplated without cease. It wills permanent existence for those who gaze upon it in awe and joy, for eternal beauty cannot be content with transient admirers. 






    Moreover, admirers destined to perish without hope of return will find their love changed into enmity whenever they imagine their death. Such admiration and respect will lean toward contempt, for we are enemies of what we do not know and cannot reach. However, we leave this guest-house quickly and vanish, after having seen, for only a moment, a dim light or

 shadow of that perfection and 

beauty. As this sight does not satisfy us, we know that we are moving toward an eternal realm of seeing.  






    Fifth picture: Given the above, that peerless being also has infinite mercy. He quickly sends aid to every afflicted or unfortunate one. He answers every request and petition, even the lowliest subject’s lowliest need. If, for example, the foot of a herdsman’s sheep should hurt, he provides medicine or sends a veterinarian. 

    






    Come on, let’s go to a great meeting being held in that land. All nobles of the land have assembled there. A most noble commander, one bearing an exalted decoration, is petitioning the compassionate king for certain

 things. Everyone is saying after him: 

“Yes, yes, we ask for the same.” They agree with and affirm his words. Now, listen to what that noble commander,

 who is best loved by the king, is saying:

 

    






    Our Master, you who nurture us with your bounty, show us the origin and true

 form of these examples and shadows you have shown us. Draw us close to your

 seat of rule. Don

’t let us perish in these deserts, but rather admit us to your presence. Have mercy on us. Feed us there on the true form of the exquisite bounty you have caused

 us to taste here. Don

’t afflict us with despair and banishment, or leave your yearning, thankful, and obedient subjects to their own devices. Don’t cause us to be annihilated.  






    Having heard what he says, could such a merciful and powerful king deny the

 request of his most beloved and noble commander

’s finest and highest aim? Remember that he fulfills his lowliest soldier’s lowliest desire. The commander and humanity have the same purpose. Moreover, its fulfillment is required by the king’s pleasure, compassion, and justice.  

    






    Such matters are as easy for him as creating these transient places of enjoyment. Having spent so much on this transient place, which lasts only 5 or 6 days, to show

 instances of his power and 

benevolence, he will display at his seat of rule true treasures, perfections, and skills in such a manner, and open before us

 such spectacles, that our 

intellects will be astonished. Those sent to this field of trial will not be left to their own devices; rather, palaces of bliss or dungeons of punishment await them. 

    






    Sixth picture: Come now, look! All these imposing trains, planes, machines, warehouses, and exhibitions show that a majestic king exists and governs behind a veil.3 Such a sovereign requires subjects worthy of himself. But his subjects are

 gathered in a guesthouse that is filled and emptied daily. Moreover, his

 subjects now are gathered on a testing ground for maneuvers, a ground that is

 changed hourly. Again, his subjects stay in 

an exhibition hall for a few minutes to behold examples of his beneficence, priceless products of his miraculous art. But the

 exhibition alters each 

moment. Whatever leaves does not return, and whatever comes is destined to go. All of this proves that there are permanent palaces and lasting abodes, as well as gardens and

 treasuries full of the pure 

and exalted originals of the samples, beyond what we see here. This is why we exert ourselves here. We work here, and he rewards us there with a form and degree of happiness suited to our capacity. 






    Seventh picture: Let’s walk and see what is going on. Everywhere you see photographers taking pictures and scribes recording everything, no matter how insignificant or

 ordinary. The king’ssupreme photographer, who is devoted to his service and photographs everything, is installed on a tall mountain.4 The king must have ordered that all transactions and deeds performed in his

 kingdom be recorded. One day, he will use these records to call his subjects to

 account.

 

    






    Would such an All-Wise and All-Preserving Being not record His greatest subject’s—humanity’s—most significant deeds? Would He not call everyone to account in order to reward

 or punish them? After all, people do things that offend His glory, are contrary

 to His pride, and are unacceptable to His compassion. They remain unpunished in

 this world, and so must be called before a Supreme 

Tribunal (somewhere else). 

    






    Eighth picture: Let me read the king’s decrees to you. He makes the following promises and threats many times: “I will take you from your present abode and bring you to the realm of my

 absolute rule so that I may bestow 

happiness on the obedient and imprison the disobedient. I will destroy that temporary

 abode and establish a different realm containing eternal palaces and dungeons.” He does what he promises with great ease, and these promises are very important

 for his subjects. His dignity and power do not allow him to break his promise.

 

    






    So reflect, O confused one. Do not listen to your lying imagination, distressed intellect, and deceiving soul, all of which deny the words of one who cannot break his promise, whose high stature allows no deception, and to whose trustworthiness all visible deeds bear witness. You deserve to be punished, for you are like a traveler who closes his eyes to the sunlight in order

 to follow the light provided 

by his imagination. You want to illuminate this awesomely dark path with the light of your brain, although it is no more than a glowworm. The king fulfills all his promises, an act that is easy for him and necessary for creation as well as for himself and his kingdom. Thus, there is a Supreme Tribunal and a lofty happiness.  






    Ninth picture: Look at these office managers and group leaders.5 Each has a private phone to speak personally with the king. Sometimes they go directly to his presence. All of them say that the king has prepared a magnificent and awesome place for reward and punishment. His promises are emphatic, and his threats are stern. His pride and dignity do

 not allow him to suffer the humiliation inherent in breaking a promise.

 

    






    The bearers of this report, who are so numerous as to be universally accepted, unanimously report that the seat and headquarters of the lofty kingdom, some of whose traces are visible here, are located in another realm far

 from here. The buildings here are temporary and soon will be exchanged 

for eternal palaces. This world will change, for that magnificent and unfading kingdom, the splendor of which is apparent from

 its works, cannot be founded or based on something transient, imper

manent, unstable, insignificant, changing, defective, and imperfect. It can be based only on matters worthy of it, and which are eternal, stable, permanent, and glorious. Thus there is another realm toward which we are heading. 

    






    Tenth picture: Today is the vernal equinox.6 Certain changes will take place, and wonderful things will happen. On this fine spring day, let’s go for a walk on the green plain adorned with beautiful flowers. Other people

 also are heading for it. Some magic must be at work, for ruins suddenly 

have become buildings again, and this once-empty plain resembles a populous city. It shows a different scene every hour,

 just like a movie screen, 

and assumes a different shape. Note the perfect order among these complex, swiftly changing and numerous scenes, and that each item is put in its proper place. The imaginary

 scenes cannot be as well-ordered as this, and millions of skilled magicians 

could not possess such artistry. Given this, the invisible king must have performed even greater miracles.  






    O obstinate one! You ask how this vast kingdom can be destroyed and

 re-established some

where else. Are you blind to the numerous changes and revolutions that occur hourly, just like the transfer from one realm to another that you deny? This gathering in and scattering forth indicate that a certain purpose is concealed within these visible and swift joinings and separations, these compoundings and dissolvings. It is as if 10 years of effort is devoted to a joining together destined to last no longer than an hour. How can such circumstances be ends in themselves? They are no more than parables indicating or imitating something beyond themselves. 






    That exalted being brings them about in miraculous fashion, and then they are copied, preserved, and recorded, just as what happens on a battlefield is recorded. This implies that an infinitely vast gathering place will be

 built, and that what happens therein will be based on what happens here.

 Furthermore, the results of what occurs here will 

be shown permanently at some supreme exposition. All transient and fluctuating phenomena seen here will yield the fruit of eternal and immutable form. Thus all variations observed in this world are for the sake of a supreme happiness, a lofty tribunal, and for exalted aims as yet unknown to us. 

    






    Eleventh picture: So, my obstinate friend, let’s travel through time and see what miraculous works this king has accomplished in other places. We can see similar marvels wherever we go, although they differ with

 respect to art and form. But the order and harmony betokening manifest 

wisdom, indications of evident favoring, signs of lofty justice, and fruits of comprehensive mercy still are seen in these transient stations, impermanent spheres, and passing

 scenes.

 

    






    Even those with limited insight understand that no one can equal or surpass this king’s perfect wisdom, beautiful providence, comprehensive compassion, and glorious justice. If you deny the permanent abodes, lofty places, fixed stations, and

 permanently resident and contented populations existing in his kingdom—if you deny the full manifestation of the truths of his wisdom, favoring, mercy, and justice in his realm—we would have to deny all that we see in this world. 

    






    Could we deny the sun, whose light is clearly visible? Could we consider the source of these wise measures, generous acts, and merciful gifts—all of which are clearly visible—as a trickster or a tyrant? We change truth into its opposite if we answer “yes,” although all rational beings say it is impossible. The only exception to this

 rule are Sophists, for they deny everything. Thus there is another realm that

 contains a supreme 

tribunal, a lofty place of justice, and an exalted place of reward. There, all this favoring, wisdom, mercy, and justice will be manifested fully.  

    






    Twelfth picture: Let’s visit the chiefs and officers of these groups, check out their equipment, and

 ask whether it was given so they could survive for a while here or to use it as

 a means to obtain a life of bliss in another realm. As we cannot do this with

 everyone, let

’s look at this officer’s identity card and register. 

    






    We see that his rank, salary, duty, supplies, and instructions are recorded. His rank is not for just a few days. In fact, it might have been given to him for a prolonged period. It says on his card: “You will receive so much salary on such-and-such a day from the treasury.” But the date in question is far in the future, after this realm has been

 vacated.

 

    






    Similarly, the duty mentioned on his card is not meant for this temporary realm alone, but rather for the sake of earning

 permanent 

happiness via some degree of nearness to the king. His supplies are not meant to ensure his survival here for a few days; they can be only for the sake of a long and happy life. The instructions explain that he is destined for a different place and that he is working for another realm. 

    






    Look at these registers. They explain how to use and dispose of these weapons and equipment. If there were no exalted and

 eternal realm, such a register of categorical instructions and an identi

ty card with clear information would be meaningless. That respected officer, noble commander, and honored chief would be lower than anybody else, for he would be the most wretched, luckless, abased, afflicted, indigent, and weak person. Apply the same principle to everything. Whatever you see testifies to another and eternal world. 
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