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A LETTER FROM DEREK JETER


Dear Readers:

From being a huge baseball fan as a kid to playing in the Major Leagues, you could say I’ve learned a lot about the game. And I couldn’t think of a better way to share my passion than creating this ultimate baseball guide.

To me, baseball is a passion and a pastime. The passion has kept me playing through 20 seasons; the pastime fuels my fascination with the game. Baseball speaks to the youth in our hearts, no matter our age. This book is for those who love spending time with the game.

What is the oldest team? Why are the Mets blue and orange? Facts and stats, quotes and code, superstition and trivia—it’s all here. We’ve even included menu fare. Baseball has a lot to offer.

Happy reading!

Derek Jeter
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INTRO: HISTORY


There are a lot of theories about when baseball started. Some date the game back to 1842, while others say it goes back to the 1700s. Alexander Cartwright, who adapted it from the English game of rounders, is often referred to as the father of the modern game. A diamond-shaped field, equal distances between the 4 bases, and 3-out innings were among Cartwright’s so-called Knickerbocker Rules.

The first documented game of baseball took place between Cartwright’s Knickerbocker Base Ball Club of New York City and the New York Nine on June 19, 1846, in Hoboken, New Jersey. The Nine had its way with the Knickerbockers that day, winning by a score of 23–1.
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1.  What was the name of the venue at which the first game was played?




2.  Prior to the adoption of the Knickerbocker Rules, how many runs did a team have to score in order to win a game?




3.  Who for many years was considered to be the inventor of baseball?
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TEAM STANDINGS
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Baltimore Orioles 96–66

New York Yankees 84–78

Toronto Blue Jays 83–79

Tampa Bay Rays 77–85

Boston Red Sox 71–91



BALTIMORE ORIOLES
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The Orioles have won 3 World Series titles and returned to the playoffs after a tough stretch during the first decade of the 2000s. But as much as for anything else, the team is still defined by “the streak”—Cal Ripken Jr.’s 2,632 consecutive games played. It broke Lou Gehrig’s record of 2,130 games— which had been thought to be unbreakable.

Ripken was inked into the starting lineup on May 30, 1982. He broke the record on September 6, 1995. He didn’t take a day off until September 20, 1998. To put this into perspective, a streak of 324 consecutive games—2 straight 162-game seasons—is considered very impressive.
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As much as for anything else, the Orioles are still defined by “the streak.”
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1.  When Cal Ripken Jr. became eligible for the Hall of Fame, he appeared on 98.53% of the ballots cast, the third-highest number in history. What 2 players appeared on a higher percentage of ballots?




2.  In what came to be known as one of the most lopsided trades in baseball history, pitcher Milt Pappas was sent to the Cincinnati Reds in exchange for which future Hall of Famer?
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SECOND CALLINGS

Baltimore’s Jim Palmer wasn’t just one of the best pitchers in baseball history, winning 268 games and 3 Cy Young Awards as the American League’s best pitcher. He also had one of the game’s most unusual second acts. He served as a spokesman and model for Jockey underwear for nearly 2 decades. But his second career seems modest next to the ones enjoyed by . . .

Jim Bunning, U.S. Senator and Representative

His 224 wins, mostly with the Detroit Tigers and Philadelphia Phillies, secured him a spot in the Hall of Fame, but Bunning is probably better known as a politician. He served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1987 to 1998, then served 2 terms as a senator.

Moe Berg, Spy

Although he played for 15 years, Berg was hardly a typical Major League catcher. A graduate of Princeton University and Columbia Law School, he spoke several languages. After his playing career ended, he served as a spy for the Office of Strategic Services during World War II, carrying out missions in Yugoslavia and Italy.



NEW YORK YANKEES
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Since the franchise formally became known as the Yankees in 1913, it has succeeded to an extent unmatched in professional sports history. The team has won 27 World Series championships and 40 American League titles. Since the 1920s it has won at least 2 World Series titles in every decade, with the exception of the 1980s (during which the team still won a higher percentage of its games than any other team in baseball) and the 2010s.

Some of the game’s all-time greatest players have been along for the ride: Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Yogi Berra, Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle, Whitey Ford, Thurman Munson, Reggie Jackson, Mariano Rivera, and of course Derek Jeter.
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1.  How many consecutive World Series games did the Yankees win between 1996 and 2000?




2.  How many regular season and playoff games did the 1998 Yankees win, setting a single- season record?



TITLE TEAMS

If the St. Louis Cardinals won the next 15 World Series . . . well, they’d still trail the New York Yankees on the World Series leaderboard.

MOST WORLD SERIES TITLES


New York Yankees

27 wins (40 appearances)




St. Louis Cardinals

11 wins (19 appearances)




Oakland/Philadelphia Athletics

9 wins (14 appearances)




San Francisco/New York Giants

8 wins (20 appearances)




Boston Red Sox

8 wins (12 appearances)




Los Angeles/Brooklyn Dodgers

6 wins (18 appearances)




Cincinnati Reds

5 wins (9 appearances)




Pittsburgh Pirates

5 wins (7 appearances)




The Yankees have won 27 World Series.
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TORONTO BLUE JAYS
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The Toronto Blue Jays enjoyed substantial success in the late 1980s and early 1990s. They won 5 AL East titles in a 9-year stretch, along with World Series championships in 1992 and 1993. But since then, despite winning more games than they’ve lost, the Blue Jays haven’t come especially close to reaching the playoffs. One possible reason for this is the division in which they play. Because of baseball’s unbalanced schedule, the Jays play more games against AL East teams than they do against anyone else. And recently 3 of the 4 other AL East teams—the Yankees, Red Sox, and Rays—have fielded consistently strong teams.
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1.  Which player hit the walk-off home run that clinched the 1993 World Series for the Blue Jays?




2.  Which slugger hit a league-leading 54 home runs in his second season with the team, despite never having hit more than 16 in any previous season?



THE SUPERSTITIONS

Before completing a no-hitter on September 2, 1990, Blue Jays starter Dave Stieb came close several times. He lost no-hitters in the ninth inning 4 times, 3 times with 2 outs in the inning. Thus he was well acquainted with a long-standing baseball superstition: speaking of an in-progress no-hitter is a no-no. It’s tradition for teammates to give the silent treatment to any pitcher flirting with a no-hitter and stay far away from him in the dugout.

Most of the game’s most colorful superstitions, however, have been individually practiced:

Turk Wendell

chomped on 4 pieces of black licorice (not 3, not 5) as he pitched. Between innings he spit them out and then retired to the dugout, where he brushed his teeth.

Larry Walker

had a thing for the number 3, which manifested itself in his jersey number (33) and setting his alarm for 33 minutes past the hour. His wedding ceremony was called for 3:33 p.m. in the afternoon on the third day of November.

Wade Boggs

wouldn’t leave the field following infield practice until he stepped on third base, second base, and first base, then touched the baseline and the coach’s box. He also ate chicken before every game.
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The Jays play more games against AL East teams than they do against anyone else.





TAMPA BAY RAYS
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Tampa Bay was awarded a baseball team in 1995 and started play in 1998 . . . and almost immediately made local fans wonder why they’d wanted a team for so long. In the team’s first ten seasons, it finished last in the American League East 9 times. The other time? Next to last. But even as the 2007 Rays finished the season at 66–96, change was on the way. A new owner, Stuart Sternberg, had assumed control of the organization in 2005, and he attempted to do things differently, building around young players. In 2008 the changes finally showed up in the standings: the Rays won the AL East and advanced to their first-ever World Series (which they lost, to the Philadelphia Phillies). From then until 2013, the team finished with a winning record every season and won fewer than 90 games only once.
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1.  What 2 teams did the Rays defeat in the 2008 American League playoffs to advance to the World Series?




2.  Which Tampa Bay third baseman won Rookie of the Year after being called up to the Majors less than 2 years after he was drafted?



NUMBERS GAME

The Rays have a reputation for using every available statistical tool to make smarter, more forward-thinking decisions. But while advanced statistical analysis remains a relatively new development, teams have been keeping track of statistics for quite some time—since the mid-nineteenth century, when journalist and historian Henry Chadwick started writing his Base Ball Memoranda.
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