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PREFACE
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I’m going to begin this book with a bold statement: Everyone, everywhere, has at least one piece of jewelry in their possession.


Humans have been adorning themselves since the dawn of time with treasured bits and bobs. If there’s one thing that we are all united in, it’s surely the love of a good shiny object. Making jewelry is a fun, relaxing, and rewarding activity that anyone can do (yes, you too!). Beaded jewelry in particular lends itself to an endless array of design and style possibilities. You could have one thousand people in one thousand different places follow the directions here in this book, and you will get one thousand completely different works of art.


Jewelry making as a hobby is a wonderful way to engage your mind and your hands in an activity that is both relaxing and productive. One of my favorite aspects of jewelry making is that it doesn’t have to be exact or precise, so have fun exploring the different techniques and tools, and don’t get too caught up in making sure everything is perfect. There’s beauty in rough edges and asymmetries, so make something that brings you joy, and choose colors and textures and combinations to light the little spark inside of you that makes you smile.


Here’s a bit of a brief history lesson about me (it’s relevant, I promise!). When I was a school-aged child, my grandmother (I called her Bubbie) had a tiny little antique shop about five to six houses down from my home. We lived in a small suburb of Pittsburgh, the kind of place where everybody knew everybody else, and someone’s mom was always watching out for what you were doing.


Everyone loved Bubbie’s antique shop. It was filled to the brim with beautiful old things: colorful lamps, delicate china with carefully hand-painted designs, well-made wooden furniture pieces, and a continually evolving collection of eclectic jewels. One of the questions she was asked most often was, “How do you decide what to buy?” Her response was invariably, “I buy what I like.”


How I loved tagging along with Bubbie when she went on her buying trips! She would carefully evaluate pieces and determine which would be accompanying her back to the shop (or sometimes even to her home). Of course, my very favorite part was when we got to look at the jewelry. The cool, heavy weight of a vintage German glass beaded necklace or the rainbow sparkle of light passing through a perfectly faceted gemstone pendant were notes that resonated with my young heart.


As I grew into an adult and began on my own career path, I found myself drawn to skills that kept my hands busy and my heart full. A couple of jewelry-making classes at a local craft shop taught me the basic skills I needed, and with my newfound knowledge (and some sturdy pliers) I started off on a creative path that has brought me to my own six-figure jewelry and education business.


Sitting in that class, learning the skills of my new hobby, I had no idea what lay ahead. What I did know was that working with beads and making jewelry felt so natural to me and I could do it as much or as little as I liked and be joyful in the activity. This is my wish for you: Whether you are looking to keep your hands busy or you are laying the foundation for your own creative empire, take the time to really enjoy it.


As you are embarking on this creative journey and wondering, How do I decide what to make?, I will leave you with a variation on Bubbie’s words of wisdom: Make what you like.





CHAPTER 1


JEWELRY-MAKING BASICS
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Where to Start


In this book, you will learn about some basic tools and components that are foundational to any jewelry maker’s journey. There are infinite possibilities when it comes to beaded jewelry design, which means that you can quickly become overwhelmed with all of the supplies, tools, and options that are out there, so I recommend starting out by seeing what you’ve already got on hand. That broken necklace, the bracelet that’s too short, or the pendant that’s pretty but just needs a touch of something else might be the perfect project for you to get started on. Once the word gets out among your family and friends that you are making beaded jewelry, I’ll bet you will quickly acquire loads of broken or unwanted pieces to practice with.


Workspace


Jewelry making is a fairly portable hobby, but having a dedicated workspace will make your experience so much easier and more relaxing! Your space doesn’t need to be huge, but it should include the following:


• Bright, clean light that allows you to see your work and that doesn’t distort colors (this makes a big difference when you are selecting your project components!).


• A clear, hard surface to work on.


• A comfortable, supportive chair.


• If you will be moving from space to space, a lap desk and some sturdy storage boxes will make light work of crafting.


• Since you will be working with small pieces such as beads and head pins, make sure that the space you are working in is safe and clear of clutter so that you can easily see and pick up any loose pieces that make their way off your workspace. Little hands and furry friends have a tendency to find the tiniest of pieces on the floor.


Tools


When it comes to jewelry making, there’s a tool for just about everything (and many times there are multiple tools that work together!). Tools range in size, quality, and specialty, so I recommend getting a set of basic all-purpose tools to start out with and upgrading to more professional-grade tools as you hone your craft and develop your design preferences. I personally have come to love my inexpensive rosary pliers and bent-nose pliers, and they have been in my hands as I’ve created many thousands of pieces of jewelry over the years.


Now, the following items aren’t the be-all and end-all list of jewelry-making tools, but before you go on a craft-store shopping spree to buy all of the tools, I recommend starting out with these basics. This list of tools and findings, paired with your bead stash, will be enough to get you started and keep you busy for quite some time!


• Beadboard


• Bead mat


• Bent-nose pliers


• Cutters (all-purpose)


• Chain-nose pliers


• Crimping pliers


• Round-nose or rosary pliers (I prefer rosary pliers)


• Ruler


• Scissors


Now, let’s learn about some of the different jewelry-making tools you may see and what they are used for:


Beadboard


[image: image]


Beadboards are used to lay out your designs as well as store/organize the components you are using for a project. You can find bead boards for necklaces as well as bracelets, and both varieties are valuable to have on hand when you are designing a project. Many jewelry makers work with the standard gray flocked plastic beadboards, which you can get at any local craft supply store. My personal preference, though, is to work with a heavier and sturdier board that will not crack or spill beads when it is bumped (there are few things as heart-stopping as having your project board go flying everywhere . . . that’s a lesson I only needed to learn once before getting a good board!). My personal favorite bead boards are made by Acclaim Crafts, a husband-and-wife team out of Tennessee. They have a variety of handcrafted bead boards available on their website: www.acclaimcrafts.com.



Beading Needles
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Beading needles are thin, flexible needles used for beading a necklace with a cord. These are particularly useful when working with seed beads or small-holed beads such as pearls. I suggest purchasing either a beading cord that has the needle pre-attached or a big-eye beading needle, which can be much easier to thread.


Bead Reamer


A bead reamer is a tool that is used to enlarge and/or smooth the hole of a bead. There are both manual and automatic versions, though I recommend the manual version (reaming beads is gentle work!).


Cutters


Cutters are essential for your jewelry-making toolbox. You want to have at least one sturdy multipurpose cutter, and if you are using harder wires such as memory wire (which will nick the edges of your regular cutters), you will want to have a dedicated pair of heavy-duty cutters as well. The most common varieties of cutters include:


• Flat cutters: Flat cutters are designed to cut wire, with the blade on the top edge of the tool. These are useful when you need to cut right up against a flat surface.


• Flush cutters: Flush cutters are designed to cut wire, with the blade on the angled side of the tool. These will cut a straight edge across the wire, leaving a flat end.


• Heavy-duty cutters: Heavy-duty cutters are specifically designed for harder wires such as memory wire. It’s important to have a dedicated pair of pliers specifically for your harder wires because those can easily nick or damage the edges of traditional cutters.


• Side cutters: Side cutters, also known as angle cutters, are designed to cut an angled edge across the wire, leaving an angled end.


Knotting Tool/Awl


A knotting tool is used to form knots between beads that are strung on a cord (usually silk or nylon). Some jewelry makers use a traditional awl, while others prefer a specialty knotting tool to use both hands while knotting. In this book, I show you how to use an awl to create your knots. Once you are comfortable with the technique, try using the specialty knotting tool to see which method you prefer.



Pliers
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As you start making jewelry, you will quickly find a handful (no pun intended!) of favorite pliers to work with. Many of these can be used interchangeably. I personally prefer to work with both bent-nose pliers and rosary pliers for the majority of my beaded jewelry projects.
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