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PREFACE


I think the seed to be a DIYer was planted early. As a child, I was always in our basement painting, cutting, or coloring something. I still remember my sister helping me create a little art nook with my easel and some towels to create a wall so that I had a special little corner to create in. I worked on a paint-by-number project in that little corner for a long time and then gave it to my grandparents for Christmas. The first time I visited their new home, I saw my painting framed and hung on the wall in their kitchen. I still remember that moment like it was yesterday, of seeing something I created on their wall.


When I was in high school, I remember one fall sitting down and deciding to make all of my Christmas presents for friends and family. I covered photo albums and boxes in fabric and added trim and ribbon. I made myself one of those boxes that year and I still have it filled with cards and notes from my childhood. It still makes me smile when I look at it.


I know now that being a “maker” was just part of who I was, but I just was not aware of it. I am not a talented painter and I couldn’t draw my way out of a box, so I decided I wasn’t “creative.” The maker in me kept trying to come out and would tug at me, but I kept pushing it down. Slowly, I began to realize that I could be creative in ways other than the textbook versions. I found that decorating my home and the homes of friends and family was a new way I could be creative. I started a decorating business and years later I started a blog, Finding Home. I was learning to accept a new version of what it means to be creative, but in my mind, I still was not a DIYer. That was for the more talented and creative people.


They say necessity is the greatest form of invention, and my journey to becoming a DIYer started with a deadline. With a deadline looming, my husband and I started out to make a project—in fact, it was the first version of the Three-Tiered Outdoor Planter featured in Chapter 5 of this book. One project led to another, and before we knew it, we were comfortable with taking on DIY projects.


And one day I realized I was a DIYer.


And guess what?


So are you!


I’ve been lucky enough to turn my love of DIY into something much bigger. And, in much the same way that I never thought of myself as a DIYer just because I like crafting, when I began writing a blog, I never expected to become a “blogger.” It has always been, and will likely always be, such a strange concept to me. I really wanted to just hold myself accountable for a handful of goals I had set for myself in my decorating business. Over time, I found I loved the interaction with readers and the push to be creative on a weekly basis. When I look back now, I am amazed at how much I have learned by pushing myself. It truly seems like just yesterday I almost gave up on blogging because I could not figure out how to correctly upload pictures.


Today, my blog has become our family business. We have branched out the Finding Home brand to our handcrafted maple syrup and specialty food line. We have an online store, a wholesale line for retailers, and now a book. You never know the journey life is going to take you on. When I first started my blog, the tag line read, “The stories of the journey we are on to Finding Home.” What a beautiful journey it has been so far.




INTRODUCTION


My favorite color is galvanized. Truly, there is something about the texture and the color that makes me weak in the knees. From a bright and shiny new piece to an old vintage piece dug out of a dark corner of a yard sale, I have been filling my home with galvanized accents for years. Every piece has a story; whether it is where it came from or what I did with it when I found it, galvanized accents are one of the things that make my home unique. And, although my home is decorated and styled in a blend of traditional and farmhouse styles, I believe you can use galvanized accents in your home, too—no matter the style.


So what does galvanized mean? Galvanized materials are simply iron or steel items that have been coated in a layer of zinc. The zinc is meant to protect the metal and allows it to withstand the elements better. The terms zinc and galvanized are often used interchangeably when referring to things like a bucket. Throughout the book, you’ll find more than thirty different ways you can create projects for your home using galvanized materials, ranging from wall art to lighting to storage and more. The projects cover ideas for many rooms in your home as well as outdoor spaces. The level of difficulty ranges from simply gluing two things together in a creative manner to building a piece of furniture; however, every project is doable for even the most beginner DIYer, so don’t worry! Just because a project is labeled “DIY” doesn’t mean it has to be complicated. DIY just means looking at materials and ideas in a new way—your way—and making something that personalizes your home.


I am excited for you to try these projects and put your own spin on them. Don’t get caught up in thinking you have to make everything perfect or just as you see it in the picture. Use your own ideas, make it better, make it more personal, and enjoy the heck out of it. Just by the fact that you are reading this page, the seed has already been planted in you to be a “maker.” It doesn’t matter if you are sitting in a full-blown workshop with every tool you could dream of owning or you are sitting at your kitchen table with a tube of glue and a plan—you are a DIYer. You’ll find a chapter in the book that gives you all the information you need on the tools and materials that you will need for these projects as well as the best resources and tips for finding galvanized metal materials, so whatever you want to try, you’ll be ready. Try one project in this book or try them all. Do it exactly as I did it, or just be inspired by the idea and create your own version.


This book is a tool to help you and inspire you to try some new projects. Once you realize what you are capable of, your whole outlook changes. You will see something you like in the stores and tell yourself you can make it yourself. You will search and search in the stores and not find what you want, so you will make it yourself. An idea will grow in your head; sometimes it will sit for days and sometimes for months. Eventually, through trial and error, you will figure out how the heck to do it and it will be one of your favorite projects ever . . . until the next one.





Chapter 1
MATERIALS YOU WILL NEED



Nothing is worse than starting a project and not having all of the materials and tools you need to complete it. This chapter provides you with all the information you need to make sure that doesn’t happen. Your first step is going to be finding your galvanized materials. Here, I walk you through deciding if you want the rustic patina of vintage pieces, the shiny newness of a store-bought piece, or the tricks needed to make a new piece look old. I also share my best suggestions for finding galvanized materials and pieces, both old and new. One thing to keep in mind when planning out your projects is that you don’t need to use exactly the same materials specified in the projects. You can be inspired by what I use and then create your own version.


When you are ready to get started, this chapter also lets you know the tools and craft materials you will need to complete the projects. From the basics of safety materials to the few power tools you will need, and everything in between, I want to make sure missing materials never slow you down on a project. I also share the best places to find your craft materials. Most of the tools used are basics in a toolbox, but there a few useful power tools that make a project easier. Whenever possible, however, I included a nonpowered alternative.


VINTAGE VERSUS NEW


The first thing you need to think about when starting one of these rustic metal crafts is what type of galvanized piece you want to work with: vintage or new. A vintage piece is going to be a unique option that may be one-of-a-kind and have a beautiful patina, while a new piece is going to be easier to find and have a nice shine to it. Truth be told, my first choice is to find the perfect vintage galvanized piece to work with. I love the patina, and I love the story behind each piece. However, it can be hard to find just the right size and piece to work with; many times the best option is to start with a new item.


That said, for each project, the type of finish to use is completely a personal choice. You can choose to use a new item with its store-bought finish, use one of the three aging techniques covered later in this chapter to make the finish look older, or use a vintage item. I have included a mix of all three options within the projects in the book.


WHERE TO FIND VINTAGE GALVANIZED MATERIALS


Shopping for vintage galvanized elements may not be as quick as finding new ones, but in my opinion it can be the most fun. It is like a treasure hunt. Some of my best finds have been at yard sales or at estate sales. I tend to head right to the garage or basement at an estate sale for the best finds, and that is usually where you will find anything galvanized. From time to time, I find galvanized treasures at an auction, but they tend to be a little more expensive that way. Vintage shops are also another option, but you have to watch for overpriced items. When you’re looking for vintage materials in these places, you have to look at things with an open eye because they may be dirty or placed in a section with automotive parts that you might not normally dig through.


In addition to these options, take a look online. I have had my best luck on Etsy (www.etsy.com) but have also found pieces on eBay (www.ebay.com). Just put in the search term “galvanized” and then select the filter for “vintage.” Many of the listings on both sites are very expensive, but as you scroll through you will find reasonably priced options from time to time. You have to search through carefully as sellers will sometimes list a reproduction item as a vintage item. You can get a good idea about whether a piece is a reproduction or not by checking to see if the wear marks are a little too perfect looking and if the seller has listed multiples of identical items. Once you find an item you like, click on the seller. If the seller has one galvanized item that is reasonably priced, she will likely have another and will often give you a discount on shipping if you buy multiple items.
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