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  PREFACE




  Welcome to Baton Rouge, site of Louisiana’s state capitol and political center. Whether you’ve chosen the city as a destination for a holiday or as a new home, you’ll find the town a surprise. Wrapped in layers of lush green trees, the town unfolds its south Louisiana heritage as you walk in the footsteps of heroes and scoundrels, dine in quaint neighborhoods, take in exciting festivals, scream out at sporting events, or contemplate a sunset along the Mississippi River levee.




  While the city has a French name, thanks to early explorers, the greater Baton Rouge area enjoys a rich multicultural mix. You won’t find people speaking French here. But you will hear a smattering of French, Spanish, or African patois when walking through a mall or enjoying a meal in a local restaurant.




  Hugging the east bank of the Mississippi River, the city is one of America’s great river towns, constantly attracting new visitors and residents of all nationalities. The first European settlers left a legacy of antebellum homes and a sense of graciousness. New arrivals are constantly bringing fresh ideas and vibrancy. Louisiana natives often put down roots after attending major universities here. Others, from as far away as Norway or India, come for a short visit and decide to relocate here.




  Baton Rouge is Louisiana’s center for higher education, with Louisiana State University and Southern University attracting more than 40,000 students. The area’s petrochemical industries and the Port of Baton Rouge put the city in an excellent position to compete in global markets. Baton Rouge’s strong economy creates an energy that can be felt as you tour the city.




  Exploring all aspects of the city, I’ve learned to cherish its beauty and diversity. Writing this guide has given me the chance to take a closer look at the place I call home. Along with my family and friends, I’ve revisited my favorite attractions and sought out exciting new places to explore.




  As you follow this guide, you will discover Baton Rouge has many things to offer. You’ll find world-class restaurants, music venues that set you humming, memorable museums, and drama-laden historic sites. Many will become special places you will want to see over and over again.




  The lifeblood of Baton Rouge is the Mississippi River, which is about a mile across from bank to bank. Where a young steamboat pilot named Samuel Clemens glided past en route to New Orleans, massive barges and ocean-going vessels still stop at the Port of Baton Rouge in West Baton Rouge Parish. This is not a place to dip your toes in the muddy Mississippi. Instead the scenic view from the landscaped walk on the east bank levee is awe-inspiring.




  Early in the morning breathe in the aroma of coffee beans roasting at the Community Coffee facility on the river’s west side. At dusk, listen to jazz musicians perform at Lafayette Park on the east side. Stop for a bowl of gumbo or a catfish po’boy at a Third Street eatery.




  Just a few blocks from the river, the pace picks up when you visit the towering State Capitol and nearby state office buildings. Legislators, lobbyists, powerbrokers, and state employees dominate the scene when the legislature is in session. A bit further away, the campuses of Louisiana State University and Southern University are like mini towns filled with energetic students pursing 21st-century dreams.




  Short drives will take you to Magnolia Mound and the LSU Rural Life Museum, where you step back several centuries and learn the reality of life experienced by Louisiana residents in the early 1800s. Then join locals at a sports bar near one of the universities or take in a gospel concert.
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  HOW TO USE THIS BOOK




  Wake up on a sunny morning listening to cardinals and mockingbirds beckoning you to get outdoors and stretch your legs. Spend a few days following the trails of explorers, trappers, soldiers, and pirates who forged trails through dense woods and bayous filled with alligators. Extend your late-night spree jammed knee-to-knee with friends over steaming cups of aromatic cafe au lait and hot beignets drenched in sweet powdered sugar. This book is planned to help you find the “real” Baton Rouge.




  The book is for vacationers and conventioneers—people looking for an exceptional dining experience, a great night’s sleep, a nifty shop, and exciting entertainment in the heart of historic Louisiana. It’s also designed for those who have recently made Baton Rouge their home and for longtime residents who want to rediscover their city and show it off to family and friends. Keep it handy as a reference for a spur-of-the-moment outing. It is not meant as an all-encompassing guide, but rather one that takes you to the places that make Baton Rouge such a friendly and beautiful place to live.




  You’ll find the guide divided by types of activities and interests. Driving from nearby towns or on a cross-country excursion? Flying in from a national or international hub? Then check out the Getting Here, Getting Around chapter for information on rental cars, shuttles, and taxis. Discover how the Mississippi River defines the shape of the city and learn the importance of the I-10 bridge connecting East Baton Rouge Parish with West Baton Rouge Parish. You’ll learn how I-10 and I-12 traverse through the center of the city. The highways and major streets leading from downtown outward define how far a restaurant is from your hotel or how many attractions you can see in a day.




  When planning to book a hotel room, the Accommodations chapter covers all locales and all price ranges. If you are visiting for business or a political rally, you may want to stay downtown near the State Capitol. If you want to schedule your stay during a special event or festival, then check out the Annual Events and Festivals chapter. Sports fans often book rooms a year in advance for football and other major athletic events at the universities. The city also welcomes families with children participating in regional and national tournaments, including soccer, tennis, baseball, basketball, and track. A number of local hotels are accommodating and very friendly to sports-loving families.




  The Restaurants chapter focuses on extremely popular dining spots operated by famed chefs as well as quaint eateries known for outstanding regional specialties. Eating out is a favorite pastime of south Louisiana residents. People think nothing of driving across town to enjoy their favorite bowl of gumbo. Some even plan an entire day’s trip to a nearby town just to dine on exquisitely prepared crawfish étouffée or trout almondine.




  Once you’re settled, the guide will lead you to attractions, such as the dramatic Louisiana State Capitol, the tallest in the nation at 34 stories and 450 feet high. Children love exploring or even spending a night on the USS Kidd. The restored World War II Fletcher-class destroyer rests in its special cradle in the Mississippi River. The adjoining museum includes the largest model ship collection in the South and a fascinating exhibit of the USS Constitution gun deck. Gardeners will love walking through the LSU Hilltop Arboretum where they can view hundreds of Louisiana native trees and shrubs. In the center of the city, just off I-10, stop by the LSU Rural Life Museum to learn what daily life was like for the majority of families living in the rural South in the years before the mid-1940s.




  This guide also will help you find many of America’s earliest plantation homes, which have survived outbreaks of yellow fever, floods, hurricanes, and war. Those built in the late 1700s tell the story of early colonists and their lifestyle. The spectacular Greek Revival mansions constructed in the era prior to the Civil War exemplify the lavish display of wealth expected of their owners. The historic homes, both upriver and downriver from Baton Rouge, are the reason the region is known as Plantation Country.




  The Kidstuff chapter spotlights cool stuff that will entertain the entire family. The Parks and Recreation chapter details hiking and biking trails, golf, and fishing in the Baton Rouge area. Nightlife explores the latest craze in wine bars, popular college hangouts, and jazz and blues clubs.




  In the Culture and the Arts chapter, you’ll discover that the city has a thriving creative community. World-renowned professors in art, design, theater, and music at Louisiana State University and Southern University participate and encourage citywide programs. The well-organized Baton Rouge Arts Council spurs and helps find funding for innovative projects that have wide appeal. Regional theater companies offer live drama and musicals year-round. The Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra and the Baton Rouge Sinfonietta perform both classical and contemporary works and showcase famed artists such as Yo-Yo Ma and Chris Botti. Dance companies explore innovative modern dance as well as classical ballet. The Louisiana Arts and Science Museum and Planetarium showcases major exhibits, and local art galleries are especially known for their support of southern and regional artists. In recent years Baton Rouge has developed as a center for a budding film industry.




  As you explore Baton Rouge, you will find the city’s character is linked to Louisiana’s colorful past. The book includes a brief history, from colonial rule by France, Britain, and Spain through the Civil War and the Huey Long era to the present. You’ll learn about the changes from an 1800s plantation economy to the current move to build for the future.




  Sprinkled through the guide are “Close-up” stories aimed at providing insight into things that set Baton Rouge apart. Insiders’ tips (indicated by i) discuss things that are distinctly different.




  No guide can provide every detail of a city. Use your own good judgment in making plans and exploring new places. Keep in mind your limits, and make plans accordingly. Be aware of conditions around you. Be prepared to stay flexible and make changes on a moment’s notice. For example Baton Rouge is often hot and sultry in summer. Afternoon thunderstorms are not unusual. If you run into a late downpour, spend time lingering in a coffee shop, shopping indoors, or browsing a cool, air-conditioned museum.




  Your visit to south Louisiana may take you down a path you didn’t plan. For example, if your downtown visit coincides with Baton Rouge’s carnival season, you may find an attraction closed or traffic moving at a snail’s pace. Join the fun. You may find yourself in a crowd of people wearing strange hats and T-shirts covered with pink flamingos (the symbol of Spanish Town Mardi Gras). Chat with a local resident, and jump for beads being tossed from floats. You may be standing next to a local TV celebrity, a riverboat pilot, or a college basketball star. You will become part of what makes Baton Rouge special.




  As you travel through Baton Rouge, keep in mind that the city is growing. Downtown is undergoing many changes, including the addition of an entertainment district. Streets are being reconfigured to meet traffic demands. New subdivisions are expanding the boundaries. Living in Baton Rouge affords residents many happy travel adventures. Often visitors comment about the city’s beauty and its friendly people. While we cannot guarantee that every visitor will enjoy the same things, the following pages will put you on the right path.




  Moving to Baton Rouge or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, real estate, health care, and media.
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  AREA OVERVIEW




  The Mississippi River defines the topography of Baton Rouge (Red Stick). Along with bluffs and levees, the city is situated on the east side of the river. The high land with meadows and woods protected Native Americans and early Europeans from floods. Today, where plantations once flourished, there’s a bustling city. Ancient oak trees draped with Spanish moss, azaleas, magnolias, and other semitropical plants create a lush parklike setting in neighborhoods throughout the region. Well-planned community parks tucked in distinctive subdivisions offer a variety of recreation and special-interest programs. Starting from downtown on the Mississippi, the city spreads out like a giant fan. Asked what makes Baton Rouge so appealing, Mayor-President Melvin L. “Kip” Holden said, “The people and their spirit. We never meet a stranger, and we have a knack for putting things together that highlight what we are all about.”




  Towering above the downtown skyline is the State Capitol, which was completed in 1932. The Art Deco structure and state governmental buildings anchor the north side of town, while within a short walking distance, city government structures guard the south side. Two historic neighborhoods, Spanish Town and Beauregard Town, feature a variety of architectural styles, ranging from antebellum to bungalow. Preservation groups support efforts to retain the character of these areas, where some residents can easily walk to work.




  Baton Rouge has a parishwide system of government. In 1949 the city adopted a consolidated city-parish government, one of the first in the United States. Administered by a mayor-president and a city council, the town has been able to adapt well to economic and technological changes.




  Baton Rouge’s blend of diverse people adds spice to the city’s quality of life. The influence of European, African, and Asian cultures may be found in the food, music, art, architecture, and growing businesses. Because of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the city’s population swelled by thousands overnight. Population estimates used here are based on the most recent U.S. census, which was in 2000. African Americans make up about 50 percent of the population and whites about 46 percent. The area’s population also is made up of Native Americans, Asians, Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics or Latinos.




  The link between the African-American community and Baton Rouge dates from the early 1700s when enslaved Africans were brought to southeast Louisiana by early planters. By the early 1800s many of their descendants were freed. Soon the population began to intermarry with Native Americans, Spanish, and French. The developing Creole population added to the rich cultural gumbo that makes up Louisiana. Today the U.S. Census Bureau estimates East Baton Rouge Parish’s population at 428,360. The city population is estimated at 229,553. The metro Baton Rouge region estimates a total of 700,000 to 800,000 people living in East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, Ascension, Livingston, Iberville, East Feliciana, West Feliciana, Pointe Coupee, and St. Helena parishes.




  For the most part Baton Rouge was relatively immune to the economic recession of 2009. Much of that was the result of hurricanes Katrina and Ike in 2005. The storms turned Baton Rouge into a boomtown overnight when thousands of evacuees found shelter in the city. Many chose to stay and work in the area. Another hurricane, Gustav, hit the town September 1, 2008, causing enormous damage, but residents were in the streets the next day with chain saws and hammers clearing out debris. Rebuilding efforts combined with the flood of new residents provided the city-parish government surplus revenues, mostly from sales taxes. In early 2009 sales tax revenues were up by 5.3 percent. The city-parish’s $690 million Green Light plan is designed to improve traffic flow on key surface roads. New neighborhoods provide a welcome retreat from bustling city streets. The new city economic and planning initiatives offer hope for a bright future.




  With the Mississippi River serving as a major transportation link to the world, much of the area’s economy has revolved around the petrochemical plants. Dow Chemical on the west side of the river near Plaquemine is the largest petrochemical facility in Louisiana. ExxonMobil, one of the world’s largest refineries, just north of the State Capitol, is one of the area’s major employers. Fortune 500 member the Shaw Group, Inc.; Albemarle, a Fortune 1000 member; and Turner Industries are among the leading industries.




  The Port of Baton Rouge in Port Allen on the west side of the Mississippi ranks among the country’s top 10 ports in tonnage. Adjacent to I-10, the port is situated at the convergence of the Mississippi River and the U.S. Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. The port is the head of deepwater navigation on the Mississippi and is capable of handling a wide range of products from agribusiness to general cargo. Oceangoing commercial vessels and huge barges can easily be viewed by walking along the downtown levee.




  Social life is never dull in Red Stick. Numerous social and civic organizations sponsor major charitable events drawing large crowds. These benefit museums, performing arts groups, medical facilities, and many others. Among the many groups recognized for their efforts are the Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, Masons, 100 Black Men, Fortune 35, Junior League, Symphony League, Baton Rouge Art League, The Links, and Quota Club. Other gatherings are strictly for fun, especially Mardi Gras balls and parades, as well as debutante presentations. On an informal scale, neighborhood block parties often spring up spontaneously, bringing people together on a moment’s notice.




  Baton Rouge’s push to join the world as a first-class city is seldom outdone by its desire to have a good time. When things get tough, people in Baton Rouge work hard to recover. When work is done, residents follow the Cajun expression—“Laissez les bon temps roulez” (let the good times roll). Visitors are encouraged to join in the fun, especially for Mardi Gras, St. Patrick’s Day, Christmas, and Fourth of July. Festivals incorporate food, dancing, music, and neighborly goodwill.




  If you want to dance to a Cajun band, hear a gospel choir in an African-American church, walk beneath an alley of ancient oaks, or just read a really good book in a comfy lounge chair, someone will help you find the right spot.




  DOWNTOWN




  Baton Rouge downtown is the city’s historical and political core. Here’s where the town first formed with Florida Street starting at the river and running east. Walk along Third Street and view a variety of commercial architectural styles—structures housing retail, office, and residential sites. Pop into the Convention and Visitors Bureau office to pick up brochures and maps. During the day it’s the place to see and be seen for those working in the area. Lunch spots are filled with legislators, lawyers, and office clerks ordering po’boy sandwiches or light salads. Stretch those tired muscles on state-of-the-art equipment at the gym in the Charles W. Lamar YMCA gym. At night newly created wine pubs, cafes, and music venues attract young professionals. Two nearby historic districts, Spanish Town and Beauregard Town, will give you a glimpse of bohemian residents in small cottages, while lawyers and clients stay busy in well-preserved homes turned into offices.




  EASTWARD BOUND




  Stretching eastward along the Florida Boulevard/Government Street corridors are some of the city’s cherished suburbs, including the Garden District, the city’s first subdivision staked out in 1911, and Old Goodwood, a haven for some of the city’s oldest families. Prominent schools here include Baton Rouge High Magnet School and Sacred Heart Academy. Continuing eastward, businesses, churches, and grocery stores serve neighborhoods such as Walnut Hill, Westdale, and Goodwood. Webb Golf Course and Independence Park, featuring a city auditorium and garden center, are part of the mix. A major interchange at Florida and Airline Highway (U.S. 61) serves as a pivotal landmark. Here you’ll find the Cortana Mall Complex. Beyond that point are additional major suburbs—Broadmoor, Sherwood Forest, and numerous other subdivisions.




  LSU ENVIRONS




  The Louisiana State University main campus, situated between the Mississippi River and University Lake, forms a hub for busy shopping areas and neighborhoods, including Lake Crest, Zee Zee Gardens, University Gardens, Southdowns, University Hills, Stanford Place, and Plantation Trace. Just north of the campus, the area is enjoying a revival with newly built apartment complexes and condos. Popular eateries, including Louie’s, Chimes, and Serrano’s, attract students, professors, alumni, and visitors. Retail stores here cater to academic needs. University Lake is a great green space. It’s a perfect spot for walking, jogging, and biking. You’re likely to see a fellow with a fishing rod and bucket at one bend and a mom with kids feeding visiting ducks at another spot. Nearby along Perkins Road, shopping areas include grocery stores, popular restaurants, nightspots, convenience stores, and service stations. Numerous apartment complexes and additional shopping/dining areas are situated south of the campus along Nicholson (La. 30) and Burbank Drive. Just off Highland Road, drive through College Town, with streets named after U.S. colleges, and University Acres to see beautifully landscaped homes built by university faculty and staff members in the 1920s and ‘30s.




  MID CITY




  Tucked between downtown and the growing eastern subdivisions, Mid City was carved out of forested oak trees. The area is bounded by I-110 on the west, College Drive and North Foster on the east, Choctaw to the north, and I-10 on the south. Socially and economically diverse, Mid City is enjoying a renaissance with mom-and-pop retail businesses and large commercial buildings on Florida Boulevard. From turn-of-the-20th-century row houses in Eden Park to elegant homes in the Garden District, the area is reminiscent of Baton Rouge in the 1930s and ‘40s. Locals shop here for antiques, folk and pop art, and whimsical accessories. Visit the Baton Rouge National Cemetery, 220 North 19th St. Officially established in 1867, it’s one of the city’s important landmarks. Stop by Baton Rouge Community College, 201 Community College Dr., to see one of the fastest growing community colleges in the nation.




  NORTH BATON ROUGE




  Just north of the Louisiana State Capitol, scenic Capitol Lake borders the Louisiana Governor’s Mansion and the Old Arsenal museum. It serves as a natural barrier between the city and the major industrial area dominated by the Exxon Chemical Industrial Complex. A number of middle class neighborhoods in the north section of the city were established in the 1920s and early 1930s, just after Standard Oil established its refinery in Baton Rouge. Just above Exxon is Southern University, one of America’s most distinguished black universities. Also in this area is the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport. Situated on Thomas Road is Clark Park Golf Course and BREC’s Baton Rouge Zoo, a fully accredited zoo that both entertains and participates in renowned animal conservation projects. Follow La. 19 and Plank Rd. further north to visit the growing towns of Baker, Zachary, and Central.




  

    Vital Statistics




    Governor: Bobby Jindal




    Mayor-president: Melvin L. “Kip” Holden




    Population (estimate): Parish: 428,360; city: 229,553; greater metro: 774,000




    Area (square miles): 455




    Average temperatures (degrees Fahrenheit): Average summer: 81.3; average winter: 52.5




    Normal annual rainfall: 55 inches




    City founded: Discovered and named by French-Canadian explorers in 1699.




    Major universities and colleges: Louisiana State University, Southern University, Baton Rouge Community College, Our Lady of the Lake College.




    Major employers: Turner Industries Group, Louisiana State University, ExxonMobil Corporation, The Shaw Group Inc., Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center, Baton Rouge General Medical Center, Dow Chemical Company, Ochsner Clinic Foundation, Woman’s Hospital, Southern University and A&M College, H&E Equipment Services, BASF, Cajun Constructors Inc., Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana, ISC Group LLC, Aegis Lending Corporation, Ecolab Inc., James Construction Group LLC, Hollywood Casino Baton Rouge, Convergys Corporation, Georgia-Pacific, Syngenta Crop Protection Inc., Lamar Advertising Company, and Rubicon.




    Native celebrities: Singer/songwriter Governor Jimmie Davis, “You Are My Sunshine”; actresses Donna Douglas and Lynn Whitfield; singers Percy Sledge and Johnny Rivers; band Better than Ezra; bluesmen Buddy Guy and Tabby Thomas; director Steven Soderberg; Scott Innis, the voice of Scooby Doo; athletes Billy Cannon, Doug Williams, Pistol Pete Maravich, Bob Petit, and Shaquille O’Neal.




    Major airport: Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport.




    Major interstates: I-10, I-12, and Extension 110 provide access into and across the city.




    Public transportation: Capital Area Transportation (CATS) serves the Baton Rouge area. Call (225) 389-8282




    Driving laws: Right turn on red permitted. Headlights must be on when wipers are in constant use. Seat belts must be worn in both front and rear seats. Left lane in multilane highways is for passing only. Speed limit on highways is 70 mph on interstates. Speed limit varies in town as posted.




    Alcohol laws: Legal drinking age is 21; blood alcohol content of .08 percent or higher is considered operating under the influence in Louisiana.




    Sales tax: 9 percent.




    Resources and Visitors Centers


    Baton Rouge Convention and Visitors Bureau


    359 Third St.


    Baton Rouge, 70801


    (225) 383-1825


    (800) LA ROUGE (527-6843)


    www.visitbatonrouge.com




    State Capitol Welcome Center


    State Capitol Drive at Third Street


    P.O. Box 94291


    Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9291


    (225) 342-7317


    statecapitolwc@crt.state.la.us


    Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.




    Capitol Park Welcome Center


    702 River Rd.


    Baton Rouge


    (225) 219-1200


    capitolpark@crt.state.la.us


    Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.


  




  SOUTH BY SOUTHEAST




  Because the Mississippi River curves snakelike through the Baton Rouge area, major highways heading south of town actually run south by southeast. One of the oldest neighborhoods, Old South Baton Rouge, which started developing in the 1890s, became predominantly African American in the 1920s and ‘30s. Community leaders were descendants of people who worked the trades, including carpentry, cabinet making, and barbering, as well as doctors, nurses, lawyers, and teachers. Old McKinley High School located here had the first African-American graduates from a Louisiana state–approved high school in 1916. Among notable McKinley graduates are educator and coach Eddie Robinson, the “most winningest coach” in football history; opera singer and Grammy winner Donnie Ray Albert; and Randy Jackson, entertainer and judge on television’s American Idol. Traveling further southeast past LSU, a number of roadways, including I-10 and I-12, Highland Road, Jefferson Highway, and Coursey Boulevard, serve as busy corridors to middle class and upscale subdivisions, parks, and commercial areas. Just off I-10 at Essen Lane, you’ll find the LSU Rural Life Museum, focusing on life in the rural South. Shop or dine at the Mall of Louisiana, Towne Center, or along the Siegen corridor. Test your skills at Santa Maria Golf Club. In warm months take the family to Blue Bayou Water Park/Dixie Landing.




  REGIONAL SUBURBS




  The Greater Baton Rouge region includes several incorporated towns. Located on the edges of rural areas, they offer families more opportunities for less expensive housing, lower city taxes, and smaller school districts. They have small-town-America appeal. Social gatherings often center around church, school, and civic group activities. Many homeowners are descended from Louisiana’s earliest settlers and share a deep sense of pride in their towns. As the area’s population grows, these communities are transforming from country towns to popular suburbs.




  Baker/Zachary/Central




  Baker, situated north of Baton Rouge on La. 19, was established in 1812 and named for plantation owner Josephus Baker. Attractions include the BREC’s Baton Rouge Zoo, Jefferson Park, Baker Park, Harding Park, Heritage Museum, and Baker Regional Shopping Center. Zachary, also on La. 19, was named for a farmer who owned land that became the present city in 1889. The Zachary school district became independent from the East Baton Rouge Parish school district in 2004. Notable residents include Jack Breaux, the first Republican mayor since Reconstruction; Donna Douglas, the actress famous for playing Elly May Clampett on The Beverly Hillbillies situation comedy in the 1960s; Roderick Mullen, NFL cornerback; and Doug Williams, former NFL quarterback for the Washington Redskins and MVP of Super Bowl XXII. Incorporated in 2005, Central is situated east of Baker and Zachary. A farming community in the 1800s, it became the site of the Greenwell Springs Resort and Spa in 1853. Following the Civil War, people dismantled the hotel and cabins to use wood to rebuild their destroyed homes. Life changed with the construction of Standard Oil in 1909. Farmers became plant workers, and Central became an extension of Baton Rouge. In 2005, Governor Kathleen Blanco approved the town’s incorporation. In 2006, the Central Community School District was created and is considered one of the fastest growing school systems in Louisiana. Information is available for Baker at www.cityofbakerla.us, (225) 778-0300; for Central at www.centralgov.com, (225) 262-5000; and for Zachary at www.cityofzachary.com, (225) 654-0287.




  Denham Springs




  Denham Springs, just east of Baton Rouge, is the largest town in Livingston Parish. The parish landscape varies from slash pine and hardwood forests in the northern part to cypress forests and marshes bordering Lake Maurepas and the Amite River in the southern end. Denham Springs, situated on the Amite, is at the intersections of U.S. 190, I-12, and La. 16. In 1827, William Denham settled here and discovered a number of mineral springs. The town is named after Denham, and at Spring Park, you can follow a walking path from one of the springs to the Amite River. The city is also located on the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad. Antique Village, on Range Avenue at the railroad, has fine antiques and collectibles from more than 100 dealers. There are restaurants and a coffee shop in the village and several more within walking distance. There’s an additional variety of local and chain restaurants in the area. With more than 600 waterway miles in the parish, fishing sites are plentiful. More than 67,712 acres are available to hunters on the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management area. Fishing, hunting, and boating are popular in the area, and the new Bass Pro Shop just off I-12 has become a major attraction. Denham Springs is part of the Livingston Parish School System, which draws young families to the area. Also in Livingston Parish is one of only two worldwide Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory sites, a National Science Foundation research station devoted to the detection and study of gravitational waves from outer space. Popular festivals include Springfest and Octoberfest held in the Main Street antiques district. A Mardi Gras parade takes place two Saturdays prior to Ash Wednesday, and the Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade tops off December activities. For more information, visit www.livingstoneparish.com.




  Gonzales




  Just south of Baton Rouge on I-10 and U.S. 61, Gonzales and Ascension Parish is booming. Handsome new residential districts and one of the top 10 public school systems in the state attract people seeking a short commute to Baton Rouge. Early European inhabitants were, for the most part, squatters of Spanish and French ancestry settling amid the Houma Indians. Homesteading was granted to settlers in the mid-1880s, and in 1886 the settlement elected “Big” Joseph Gonzales as sheriff. In 1887, Joseph’s son, “Tee Joe,” opened a general store and post office. Eventually the village became known as Gonzales. The town is famed as the Jambalaya Capital of the World. Held the last weekend in May, the jambalaya festival draws thousands with championship cooks dishing out plates of spicy jambalaya and round-the-clock bands entertaining crowds. Major attractions just off I-10 include the Tanger Outlet Center, a sprawling shopping destination, and Cabela’s, world-famous outfitter of hunting, fishing, and outdoor gear. Several of the country’s most stunning antebellum plantation homes on the Mississippi River, along with specialty shops and regional restaurants, keep people returning time and again. More information can be found at www.gonzalesla.com and www.ascensiontourism.com.




  Port Allen/Plaquemine




  Port Allen is opposite Baton Rouge in West Baton Rouge Parish. Once a hub for sugar planters, the small town is a convenient commute from downtown Baton Rouge. More than 20 new subdivisions have developed in the past few years. The area’s first settlement, named St. Michael, was laid out in 1809 by a French doctor, Michael Mahier of Nantes. But it was lost to the river. Port Allen acquired its present name in 1878. The terminus of a railroad delivering goods and produce from the Grosse Tete community to the Mississippi River “port,” the town was named after Henry Watkins Allen, a planter and the Civil War governor of Louisiana. Major attractions include the Port of Greater Baton Rouge, serving barges and oceangoing vessels with international import and export facilities for all types of cargo. Nearby the Port Allen Lock connects the Mississippi River to the Intracoastal Waterway, an east-west inland waterway shortcut connecting Florida and Texas. Other attractions include the West Baton Rouge Museum with a 1904 22-foot working sugar mill model and an important collection of early Louisiana houses and worker’s cabins. The Port Allen Railroad Depot Museum captures the life of railroad workers in the 1940s, and Scott’s Cemetery, dating from the 1850s, is a historical burial place of African Americans. Brian’s is the place to shop for outstanding cast-iron garden furniture and sculptured pieces.




  Plaquemine, another west bank river town, is a 15-minute drive from Baton Rouge. The town sits on tranquil Bayou Plaquemine. Just off La. 1 is Plaquemine Lock State Historic Site, location of a lock constructed between 1895 and 1905 that served as a vital waterway from the Mississippi River to the interior of Louisiana. It was designed by Colonel George W. Goethals who was later the chief engineer on the design and construction of the Panama Canal. The site is free and open daily. Visit the city’s new waterfront park and drive through town to view historic buildings and homes dating from the 19th and early 20th centuries. For recreation, the Island Country Club on La. 77 is a par-72 golf course, and is one of only six courses named among the initial members of Louisiana’s signature Audubon Golf Trail. The parish also offers access to the Atchafalaya Basin, where birds, fish, and other wildlife abound. Information can be found at www.plaquemine.org and www.Ibervilleparish.com.
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  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  Getting to Baton Rouge is relatively easy. Two major interstates, I-10 and I-12, run through the town. Other highways, including U.S. 190 and U.S 61, are major thoroughfares. The Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport connects with major hubs, including Dallas, Houston, Atlanta, and Memphis. There is no rail passenger service to the city. However, Amtrak has service to Hammond, Louisiana, and New Orleans. Three railways provide commercial service to the greater Baton Rouge area, including Canadian National, Union Pacific Railroad, and Kansas City Southern Railway Company. Boating is not an option, since the Mississippi River here is 1 mile across and is extremely busy with major shipping. However, river cruise ships and historic vessels can make short stops at the city’s downtown dock. While downtown is very walkable, you’ll need a vehicle to reach the area’s many attractions. Driving can be confusing because most downtown streets are one-way. Also many city streets follow ancient trails leading away from the river and bayous. In some cases, a street will stop at a bayou where there is no bridge; then it will pick up on the other side in a different subdivision. We recommend picking up a map at local and state welcome centers downtown and on the first floor of the Louisiana State Capitol.




  MAJOR HIGHWAYS




  Interstate 10: East-West




  One of America’s busiest highways, I-10, running from Florida to California, cuts through the center of Baton Rouge, serving as a major freeway for locals as well as for interstate traffic. The I-10 bridge crosses the Mississippi River, connecting East Baton Rouge with West Baton Rouge, the Port of Baton Rouge, and other nearby towns. During rush hours, traffic can slow to a snail’s pace. If there’s a stalled vehicle on or near the bridge, traffic can come to a halt for miles. Loop 110 travels north from downtown. Major I-110 exits include the Baton Rouge Metro Airport, Southern University, and U.S. 61 north. The I-110 extension also provides an alternate route to U.S. 190 that crosses the old Mississippi River Bridge north of town. Heading west, U.S. 190 still serves as a main east-west route through southern Louisiana.




  i When in Baton Rouge you’ll hear people refer to the I-10 bridge crossing the Mississippi River as the “New Bridge.” It is the younger of two bridges that cross the Mississippi at Baton Rouge. Its actual name is the Horace Wilkinson Bridge, and it is named for three generations of Horace Wilkinsons who served a total of 54 years in the Louisiana legislature. Upriver, you’ll find the “Old Bridge,” opened in 1940 and named for Huey P. Long. It carries U.S. 190 (Airline Highway) and one rail line across the river.




  Interstate 12: Eastern Shortcut




  Located entirely within Louisiana, I-12 starts in Baton Rouge at the 10-12 split. In 1993 the state legislature named the highway the Republic of West Florida Parkway to highlight the history of Louisiana’s Florida parishes. The highway travels through Denham Springs and along the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain before merging with I-10 and I-59 near Slidell. Heavily used, I-12 serves as a bypass to New Orleans and provides fast access to subdivisions in east Baton Rouge and Denham Springs. Major exits lead to shopping and dining at Airline Highway (U.S. 61 south), Sherwood Forest Boulevard, and O’Neal Lane. Travel this route to Denham Springs to reach the 163,000-square-foot Bass Pro Shops Outdoor World and the Antiques Village on Range Avenue.




  U.S. Highway 61: Airline Highway




  U.S 61 runs 1,400 miles from New Orleans to the town of Wyoming, Minnesota. It cuts through Baton Rouge, then north along the course of the Mississippi River toward Canada. Local residents use the highway frequently. Travel north to visit Port Hudson State Historic Site and St. Francisville, as well as Natchez and Vicksburg, Mississippi. The roadway is also called Airline Highway since it is an alternative route between the Baton Rouge and New Orleans airports. Along the highway are commercial buildings, restaurants, and shopping centers, including Cortana Mall and Hammond Aire, as well as Woman’s Hospital. Local residents often use U.S. 61 as an alternate route to New Orleans when there is heavy congestion or an accident tie-up on I-10.




  i When driving in Baton Rouge, check a city map and determine your exact location and the exact name of the subdivision that will be your destination. Keep in mind that some streets have similar names, such as North Street and North Boulevard. Also some streets have several name changes, such as Acadian Thruway, which changes to Stanford then to LSU Avenue.




  U.S. 190: Florida Boulevard




  Starting at the Mississippi River downtown, Florida Boulevard is the main east-west thoroughfare through Baton Rouge. Once on Florida, you can connect with I-10 and major north-south cross streets. Ask for directions, and residents will most likely pinpoint your destination north or south of Florida. Along the road, you’ll find banks, commercial establishments, shopping malls, and parks. Major sites along Florida include the main U.S. Post Office, U.S. Federal Courthouse, Greyhound Bus Station, Baton Rouge General Medical Center, and Baton Rouge Community College. Crossing Airline Highway, Florida also becomes U.S. Hwy 190 east.




  BATON ROUGE METRO AIRPORT




  About 7 miles from the center of town, the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport (9430 Jackie Cochran Drive, 225-355-9430, www.flybtr.com) is where air travelers begin their visit to the city. Originating as Harding Field in 1941, the facility operated four years as a training base for fighter pilots during World War II. In 1948 it became a public airport and in 1954 was named Ryan Field after Captain William Joseph Ryan. In 1981 the airport officially became the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport, Ryan Field.




  The airport offers travelers a clean, attractive terminal with a wide range of amenities. The centerpiece is a three-story, landscaped rotunda featuring lush semi-tropical plants and a view of the airfield. The area includes a gift shop and small food court. Other amenities include an arcade, ATM, business center, courtesy phones, flight notification, hotel phone board, kids’ room, nondenominational chapel, nursing room, reading room, pay phones, and a long distance phone card machine.




  Major airlines operating all-jet service with nonstop flights to Atlanta, Dallas–Fort Worth, Houston, and Memphis include: American Airlines, (800) 433-7300; Continental Airlines, (800) 523-3273; Delta Air Lines–Delta Connections, (800) 221-1212; and Northwest Airlines, (800) 225-2525.




  Boarding passes are required for access beyond security screening. Boarding passes may be obtained at your airline’s ticket counter, self-service kiosk, or Web site. Curbside service is available with baggage check-in only. For additional check-in information, contact your airline.




  Services include lost and found, security “mail it back” program if your item cannot go through security, parking shuttle, security escort to parking garage, smart carts, sky caps, travel insurance, and wheelchair services. Parking is available in a covered parking garage and an outdoor economy lot. Taxis and airport shuttles are available. Taxi rates are somewhat complicated. For details check ahead at www.flybtr.com and clicking on “Ground Transportation” for details.




  GROUND TRANSPORTATION




  Greyhound Bus Lines




  BATON ROUGE GREYHOUND STATION


  1253 Florida Blvd.


  (225) 383-3811 (main); (225) 383-3761


  (baggage)


  www.greyhound.com


  Greyhound serves cities throughout the United States. The Baton Rouge Station, a clean and simple facility, is 12 blocks from downtown. There’s daily bus service to the Greyhound Station in downtown New Orleans. Greyhound does not stop at Louis Armstrong Airport in New Orleans. The Baton Rouge ticket office is open from 7 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily. The station is open 24 hours. The facility has a small shop offering packaged snacks and drinks as well as fried chicken, hot dogs, and sandwiches. There are no cafes or accommodations nearby, and there are no hotels nearby. No reservations required. Hours of operation are subject to change. Call to verify hours before making travel arrangements.




  Public Transportation




  CAPITOL AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM


  2250 Florida Blvd.


  (225) 389-8282


  www.brcats.com




  Baton Rouge’s public transportation is provided by Capitol Area Transit System (CATS), with bus routes throughout the city. Bus stop signs are located at many street corners along each route. Wait for the bus at the stop sign. When the bus approaches, signal the driver so the bus will stop for you. Fares on city routes are $1.75 for adults; free for children under five. Seniors (age 62 and over), people with disabilities who show CATS ID card, anyone showing a Medicare card, and students up through high school with an ID pay 35 cents. You can transfer between bus routes, sometimes at the Florida and 22nd Street terminal. A transfer slip costs 25 cents. The system also operates the Capitol Park Trolley, which circles downtown and stops at major points between the State Capitol and city government complex.




  LSU students, faculty, and staff members who display their LSU identification cards and LSU visitors who display acceptable identification are afforded access to the entire CATS transit system. In turn the general public is afforded access to the First Transit LSU routes. Most CATS buses can carry passengers in a wheelchair. If you can’t use regular CATS buses at all because of a disability, you may be eligible for CATS On Demand, special transportation for people with disabilities. Many buses are equipped with bike racks. Routes, schedules, time changes, game day routes, and current updates are posted at www.brcats.com.




  i A 2.5-mile bike path extends from the end of the downtown riverfront promenade just north of the I-10 Mississippi River bridge to Skip Bertman Drive at LSU. The 15-foot-wide path includes separate lanes for bicycles and walkers/joggers as well as lighting, seating, and water fountains. The bike path links to the 1-mile downtown promenade that is beautifully lit at night. Parking is available at a trailhead located under the Mississippi River bridge.




  Taxis and Limousines




  Taxi transportation is available into downtown as well as to hotels and residences throughout the city. Fares are regulated by the city. In town taxis charge $2.50 for the first mile and $1.50 for each additional mile. Cab fare from the airport should be $15 to $17 for one person to downtown. A total fare for one person from the airport to one of the hotel districts will run approximately $20. Ask about credit cards and check with your cab driver about your fare before leaving the airport. Limousines are popular for special events, including everything from conventions and concerts to football games and high school proms. Some limousine services also offer plantation tours, casino tours, swamp tours, and historical tours. Companies offering service include:




  ABC TAXI CAB SERVICE


  (225) 355-3133




  MACKIE’S AIRPORT CAB SERVICE


  (225) 357-4883




  RIVERSIDE LIMOUSINES


  (225) 928-5466




  SHANNON’S CAR SERVICE


  (225) 300-7363




  TIGER TAXI AND TOURS


  (225) 921-9199, (225) 225-635-4641




  YELLOW CAB (OPEN 24 HOURS)


  (225) 926-6400
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  HISTORY




  Baton Rouge’s history begins in the mist of time and the dynamic flow of the Mississippi River. Ancient Indian mounds can be found throughout the region. Two mounds on the Louisiana State University main campus functioned as ceremonial centers. Radiocarbon dating shows mound builders came to the area more than 5,000 years ago. By the 1500s England, Spain, and France were becoming interested in colonizing the Mississippi River. Following the death of Hernando de Soto in 1542, his followers would have passed the site on their way to the Gulf of Mexico, but they didn’t claim the land for their king. In 1682, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, claimed Louisiana for Louis XIV, King of France.
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