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Camping Idaho








  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date





  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However many things can change after a guide is published—campgrounds open and close or grow or contract; regulations change; techniques evolve; facilities come under new management, and so on.




  We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  falconeditorial@rowman.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy camping!
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  Besides all these land managers, I got a great deal of help from land users, including Steve Pline, Marianne Konvalinka, and Bruce Perry.
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How to Use This Guide





  




  Campgrounds are listed in this book by their relation to an easily located city, which should make planning your trip easier. Specific information on campgrounds includes the following.




  Location: Distance and direction from the reference city.




  Sites: How many camping sites are available. In some cases we break this down by type of site (tent as opposed to RV camping, for example, where applicable).




  Facilities: Available services as of the time of our check on each campground. These include drinking water, toilets, fire rings, and so on.




  Fee per night: Campground fees as this book went to press, but because fees are subject to change, we advise that you check ahead. The listings should, however, give you an idea of which campgrounds are more or less expensive. The prices generally refer to single sites.






   $ = Less than $10




  $$ = $10 to $15




  $$$ = $16 to $20




  $$$$ = More than $20







  Elevation: Campground elevation above sea level.




  GPS: Elevations are noted for each campground. Be careful of altitude illness if you visit one of the few campgrounds at a very high elevation.




  Road conditions: Many of Idaho’s campgrounds are accessible by good roads but some are extremely remote and on challenging roads. This guide generally does not cover campgrounds inaccessible by road.




  Management: Which agency—federal, state, or local—is responsible for the campground and that agency’s contact information. In many cases, private concessionaires operate campgrounds for public agencies.




  Reservations: Whether reservations can be made (some are first come, first served), and if so, how to make them.




  Activities: What can you do once you get there? This list gives you an idea of your options at each campground.




  Season: When each campground is open, but this can change from year to year because many campgrounds are opened as snow clears away (and closed as it arrives). However, camping is allowed in some campgrounds that technically are closed though no services are provided there by the managing agency.




  Finding the campground: Recommended directions from a nearby city or town.




  The campground: A general description of the campground.




  The quick reference charts with each area give information about the campground services available (number of sites, RV length, toilets, fee, recreation, and so forth) along with opening and closing dates.









  
About Idaho





  




  Idaho is not often called a border state but in many ways it is: a place in between the Rocky Mountains of the West and the Pacific Northwest, between the Great Basin deserts and the great interior forests. All of the states can legitimately claim great variety in their landscapes and attractions, but Idaho can stake a claim stronger than most.




  Many visitors to Idaho probably have little idea how much variety there is; the interstates in southern Idaho and on one short strip of the Panhandle provide little clue. To get to Idaho’s highest places, you have to get far from the interstates; the state’s greatest peak, Mount Borah, is near the center of the state, a couple of hours from any of the state’s large population centers. Much the same is true of Idaho’s lowest spots, such as Hells Canyon, said by some (depending on how you measure) to be the deepest gorge in North America.




  Most of Idaho is mountainous, like Nevada or western Montana. There is a massive valley, the Snake River Plain, crossing southern Idaho nearly from Wyoming in the east all the way to Oregon, and there are smaller plains elsewhere. But much of Idaho is too mountainous to make civilization an easy proposition.




  Idaho is one of the most lightly populated states in the United States. The largest urban area is around Boise—its population passed 764,718 in the 2020 census. Somewhat less than half as many people live in the Pocatello–Idaho Falls area in the east, and a third large population center is based around Coeur d’Alene in the north. Almost three-fourths of all the people in Idaho live in these areas, and they have been the locus of almost all of the population growth in the last few decades. In fact, Idaho was one of the half dozen fastest-growing states in the nation in that decade. Traditionally, resource industries—timber, mining, and agriculture—provided the economic base for the state. Today agriculture along with food processing is still a lead industry, but high-tech and service industries (including tourism) are at least as important.




  The intrepid souls who do explore Idaho find an endless array of vistas, land-forms, and environments. Huge portions of it are off-limits to encroaching civilization. About two-thirds of Idaho is publicly owned, and while some of that land is used for timber harvesting or other multiple-use purposes, most of it is in a natural state. Idaho also has several of the largest wilderness areas in the nation—roadless areas where people can come but not stay or even leave behind a trace of their presence.




  Interstates (84, 86, and 15) connect the main population centers in the Snake River Valley in the south, and a short strip of I-90 runs across the Panhandle in the north. But Idaho’s highway system remains a work in progress. Many miles of what are now paved highways in Idaho did not exist half a century ago, and new highway miles were paved even in the 2010s. Just one paved road—US 95—links north and south in Idaho; most of it is two-lane, and long stretches are narrow and twisting. Governors have called it the “goat trail.” The other highways may be twisted and full of switchbacks in mountain areas or long and straight in the valleys. Generally they are passable by all recreational vehicles.




  Off-highway travel, much of which is also off-pavement, is another matter. Some backcountry roads are relatively flat and straight, allowing for long runs of 50 miles per hour or even more. But those are unusual. Most backcountry roads are more challenging, and travel time for most travel should be estimated at 20 miles per hour or even less. Many forest roads were developed for logging trucks and are only as finely graded as are needed for those heavy-duty vehicles. Large recreational vehicles often can and do make their way along mountainous dirt roads, but the road quality varies widely. A carefully driven four-wheel-drive vehicle can traverse nearly all of Idaho’s maintained backcountry roads, but even in this case, note the qualifiers (carefully driven and nearly all).




  Get a detailed map of the area you’re planning to visit. The Forest Service has good maps available for its forest areas. If you don’t know what kind of road you’re setting out on, ask someone at the agency that manages the backcountry land and the road (most often in Idaho, this will be the Forest Service and the BLM or the county).




  Time of year matters. Snow survives in the highest elevations well into summer, and even in June and July high-elevation dirt and gravel roads can turn into mud pits. In some places snow can start again as early as mid-September. Sudden blizzards in the fall have trapped many a backcountry traveler. Be prepared when you travel. Make sure you have water, food, first-aid supplies, and extra clothing and blankets to manage cold weather. This applies even in summer in the higher reaches.




  In the great center of the state, dominated by mountain ranges and wilderness areas, you will find few roads of any kind. Some areas are even losing roads. The USDA Forest Service at times has said it will close some roads in forest lands—another reason to supplement your review of maps with a check-in at agency offices.




  Northern Idaho





  Northern Idaho, especially the Panhandle, tends to see more rain and snow, and it has more large bodies of water. The state’s two largest lakes, Coeur d’Alene and Pend Oreille, are located in the far north. Though a central Washington desert area lies between much of northern Idaho and the Pacific Ocean, a great deal of northern Idaho does resemble the Pacific Northwest: forested, lush, well-watered.




  Campgrounds near the two large lakes often are in high demand partly because they are located near the large population centers of Coeur d’Alene and Post Falls in Idaho and—just a half hour away—the Spokane, Washington, metro center. Those seeking a more remote getaway, however, can find it in many places throughout this region. Most of northern Idaho is national forestland, and campgrounds are scattered through remote forestlands from the Canadian border (one of them is easy walking distance from the border) south to Riggins (the traditional border with southern Idaho—and the place where the time zone switches from Pacific in the north to Mountain in the south).




  Southwest Idaho





  About half of Idaho’s population lives in the southwestern part of the state, nearly all of it within about fifty miles of Boise. That puts a crowding pressure on campgrounds especially close to Boise, and on summer weekends most public campgrounds within one hundred miles of Boise fill up well before sundown on Friday. That’s especially true because few camping opportunities exist on the desert plains around Boise itself (in what is called Treasure Valley); most of the camping is found in the mountains above.




  Travel a little farther, and spend more time off paved road and more on gravel, and many more possibilities open. The vast Owyhee Mountains south of Boise and the Snake River are a tremendous resource for truly primitive camping; few formal campsites exist here, but dispersed camping is popular all over this huge (and little-known) region. North of Boise and on up to the popular Cascade Lake and Payette Lake areas near McCall, campgrounds are all over, some directly on highways and others buried deep in the backcountry.




  Central Idaho





  Southern Idaho is more arid than the north. There are sand dunes in southwestern and far-eastern Idaho (and camping is allowed next to them), and large regions of the south are dry enough to qualify for desert status. That statement comes with a big qualifier, though, because the mountains of Idaho often store substantial water in their snowpacks and because Idaho has a massive river system centering on the Snake River. The Snake—running from eastern Idaho (where it enters the state from Wyoming) through the south to form part of the borders with Oregon and Washington, and leaving Idaho at Lewiston—has a huge system of tributaries. About 87 percent of Idaho is watered by the Snake River system. (Many Idahoans familiar with its back-country speak not of which county they are in but of which river basin: “That was in the Payette Basin,” or “Up in the Lochsa”.) Those waters have transformed much of Idaho, and nowhere is that more true than in South Idaho. The central part of the Snake River plain in the southern part of the state is commonly called Magic Valley because of how irrigation has magically transformed a desert once uninviting to settlers into a well-populated green garden.




  This central region is some of the most rugged in the state. The Sawtooth Mountains in the very middle of Idaho—near Stanley—are stunning for their jagged peaks and for the spectacular mountain lakes (Redfish is the most popular) at their feet. South of there lie enormous lava fields, a region called Craters of the Moon, and the opportunity (for those who pick their sites carefully and plan ahead) for mind-bending desert camping. Farther south still, south of those irrigated fields and south of the Snake River plain, are more mountains, a region remote and little known outside the state, with scenery ranging from the City of Rocks to a mountain campground situated higher than 10,000 feet—and a view spreading out a hundred miles to the north, all the way (on a clear day) to the Sawtooth Mountains.




  Eastern Idaho





  On a national level, eastern Idaho has been overshadowed by neighboring Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. But “the Idaho side” just west of those parks has just as many outdoor activities to offer.




  It has lakes as scenic as those in northern Idaho—Henry’s Lake, Bear Lake, Blackfoot Reservoir, Palisades Reservoir, and others—which are renowned locally (and among savvy fishermen) but remain little known nationally. It has some of Idaho’s most popular rivers such as the Salmon to the north and Henry’s Fork (of the Snake River) to the east (both of which are lined with some of the best campground locations in Idaho). Some of these areas are so popular locally that campgrounds fill up fast on weekends, but many of the more remote places (especially away from the Island Park and Palisades Reservoir area) are lightly used even in summer.









  
Idaho’s Campgrounds





  




  Idaho is a popular state for camping, and it draws many thousands of recreation-minded visitors every year. It has hundreds of campgrounds, and they run the full spectrum from extremely primitive to the most up-to-date and crisply modern (even among some of the public campgrounds). This book covers public campgrounds run by government agencies. In Idaho, that covers most of the landscape because about two-thirds of Idaho is publicly owned.




  Many campgrounds fall into easily defined categories but some occupy gray areas. In some cases more than one government agency is involved, and in others government and private entities both have a role. In recent years actual on-ground management of many federal campgrounds (and the overwhelming majority of public campgrounds in Idaho are federal) has been contracted to someone else, sometimes a local government but more often a private contractor, who might hire a campground host, or take reservations, or physically manage the campground location directly, or all of these things. Because this guide covers public campgrounds rather than private, the rule of thumb usually adhered to is: Who owns and controls the land where the campground is located? If the land underlying the campground is publicly owned, generally it is listed here.




  Another gray area: When is a public camping area sufficiently primitive or undeveloped that it ceases to be a campground? In Idaho campers are allowed to drop anchor on vast stretches of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service land and many other public lands as well. This practice, called “dispersed camping,” is actually encouraged in some places (especially some of the more popular national forests) to the point that some limited facilities such as fire rings are located in these places. Even so the Forest Service doesn’t consider these campgrounds. The BLM has placed picnic tables and toilet facilities at a number of remote spots where people have periodically camped, and you’ll get varying answers as to whether some of these are actually campgrounds. This guide has considered these case by case and generally has included those sites that have been well enough developed to fit most people’s idea of a campground. Still for variety (and for those determined to rough it), some very primitive locations have been included here, and some are primitive enough to be just a loosely defined region in which people camp without any designated camping spaces.




  The Idaho Recreation and Park Association (IRPA), which consists of campground managers of many kinds, describes itself as






   a non-profit, professional organization founded in 1959 . . . made up of individuals from municipal, county, state, and federal park and recreation agencies, private corporations, hospitals and institutions, colleges, commercial enterprises, commissions, and advisory boards. IRPA also serves as a voice for parks and recreation in local, regional, state, and national legislation.







  The association can be contacted through its website at irpa-idaho.org.




  Most federal and state camping areas in Idaho have a fourteen-day limit. After that, you have to pack up and move (usually at least thirty miles away). There are variations, however. Some national forest lands have a sixteen-day limit, while the rules can be looser on other agency lands.




  A system of fees applies to use of many federal lands, and annual passes and senior citizen passes are available in some cases. Check ahead to find out which option works best for you.




  Many campgrounds have been created to provide access for persons with disabilities—this is noted in the accompanying charts and text. Note, however, that the degree of access can vary from one campground to another and will be different for different people. Where there are formal designations of broad access in a campground, those usually refer to specific elements of the facility (often toilet facilities and sometimes cooking or other aspects). These vary widely by campground and change often.




  One other general comment: The seasons of use are often more flexible than the dates noted in this guide suggest. Campgrounds normally open and close, as a matter of practice, with the seasons; many mountain campgrounds open when the snow melts away and close when the snow falls anew. In the case of many (though not all) public campgrounds, the opening and closing dates noted here represent the dates when maintenance by an agency starts and stops. Camping outside these periods, while often cold and without services, is usually allowed (for the hardy). If you have questions along these lines, check with the local camp administrative organization noted in the guide.




  National Park System





  Oddly, considering the amount and high quality of public land in the state, there are no national parks in Idaho (other than a small strip of Yellowstone National Park on Idaho’s eastern border). The National Park Service does, however, administer a number of lands in the state. It operates two campground areas in Idaho: the City of Rocks National Reserve and the Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve. (There have been efforts to redesignate Craters a national park.) These ordinarily are more developed campgrounds than national forest campgrounds. Craters has a relatively modern campground while the City of Rocks is more primitive.




  National Forests





  The Forest Service controls the majority of Idaho’s public campgrounds. Its forests and grasslands take up 21.8 million acres of land in Idaho, about a third of the whole state and more than any other organization. These lands are incredibly variable. Some are true forests and others desert flats. Some are mountainous while other areas are more like plains. Some are essentially dry desert in character; others are wet with lakes and streams.




The Forest Service manages the lands for multiple use, which can include timber production and other commercial uses as well as recreation.




  Though the campgrounds are not all alike, most have similar facilities and amenities. Most are shaded, feature fire rings and picnic tables, and supply drinking water and vault toilets. Most do not have utility hookups. They vary in size from only a few spaces to scores of spaces. Fees range from free, in a few cases, to nearly $20 a night or even more for individual sites on the high end. Many, but not all, have group spaces.




  Conditions and uses of Forest Service campgrounds also vary widely. In some places, all-terrain vehicles are essentially banned; in others, special trails have been set up for them. In some places camping is strictly restricted to designated campgrounds; in others campers are encouraged to disperse to nondesignated locations as well as designated campgrounds. In some places the Forest Service operates campgrounds directly through oversight by rangers and seasonal employees; other areas use concessionaires, or privately hired campground managers, who live on-site.




  Many but not most national forest campground sites in Idaho can be reserved through a national reservation system available through a toll-free phone number or online. The online service provides information about specific sites so that you can reserve (if it’s available) the site closest to the lake, or the restroom, or the woods.




  Some rules and conditions vary from forest to forest while others are relatively standard. The maximum stay in national forests (with some exceptions, such as campground hosts) almost always is fourteen days. In nearly all cases where a fee is charged for camping at all, the Forest Service charges an extra fee for second vehicles. While some national forest campgrounds have trash-deposit facilities, you’re best off assuming a “pack it in, pack it out” policy—that is, expect to haul away your garbage, not leave it behind.




  Wilderness





  Idaho has several of the largest wilderness areas in the nation and they are some of the most spectacular places in the state to visit. They are managed by the Forest Service and the BLM.




  There are fifteen such areas in Idaho. The largest is the Frank Church–River of No Return Wilderness, located just north of the center of the state. The newest is the White Clouds Wilderness, designated a wilderness in 2015 and located near Stanley near the center of Idaho.




  Wilderness areas are intended to stay wild, and that means no roads pass through them. For that reason, no wilderness campgrounds are included in this book. But you can find out more about what’s available from any nearby Forest Service office.




  The Bureau of Land Management





  The BLM oversees about four dozen campgrounds (as defined in this guide) in Idaho. The bureau manages public lands that were in a sense left behind—neither reserved as park or forest land nor given or sold to private owners. Many BLM lands in Idaho are desert and plains lands, but there are some beautiful locations among them, and they include large and small bodies of water.




  BLM campsites usually are less developed than those in national forest lands. Ordinarily they include toilet facilities, fire rings, sometimes drinking water, and they tend to be very remote although there are some striking exceptions to the rule. On the other hand, fees tend to be low and many locations are free, competition for spaces is relatively light, and restrictions on use are usually far fewer than in most other public lands.




  The Bureau of Reclamation





  An agency little known in eastern states, the Bureau of Reclamation, commonly known as BuRec, is highly important throughout the West and remains important in Idaho today. BuRec is the nation’s premier dam builder, and in Idaho that has resulted in irrigation of vast areas, with the arrival of civilization as a result. The bureau still directly controls many of these project areas, which include many of the state’s reservoirs. Recreation sites, sometimes but not always including camping facilities, are attached to many of them.




  The Bureau of Reclamation manages or owns the land underlying ten campgrounds in Idaho. All are located near bodies of water, and all are especially popular with boaters and anglers.




  State Parks





  The state park system is a relatively recent development in Idaho; in 1950 Idaho had only two—relatively undeveloped—state parks. That has changed drastically as the state has thoroughly developed a wide range of properties since then.




  The state department of parks and recreation operates seventeen campgrounds, many of them large and most of them well developed with services that rival the best private campgrounds. They also tend to be more expensive than the federal lands, and beginning in 2015 that became increasingly true for nonresident campers. Up to that point, residence didn’t affect the fees charged, but now home address and telephone numbers are collected for all campers, and nonresidents pay more. Remember too there’s a $5 motor vehicle entrance fee for every vehicle entering the park, including visitors to campers.




  Local Government





  Local governments across Idaho operate scores of parks but almost all of them are picnic and recreation sites only with no overnight camping allowed. There are exceptions. Ada County, for example, owns a campground site adjacent to the Western Idaho Fairgrounds at Garden City where RVers can stay (mainly in connection with events at the fairgrounds). Bingham County runs an elaborate recreation complex, which includes camping, on the shore of American Falls Reservoir. In a few communities, such as Pocatello, camping is allowed in some parks but only with permission of the governing body (the city council in this case). In one especially complex case, the city of American Falls has a cooperative agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation to operate a recreation area (including camping), but the management of the site is assigned to a private contractor. Bonneville County operates a camping complex on the Ririe Reservoir on Bureau of Reclamation land.




  The Idaho Power Company





  One other category of campground also straddles the line between public and private. When the Idaho Power Company, the state’s largest electric utility, was awarded licenses to build hydroelectric dams on the Snake River, it agreed to provide park and recreation areas near those dams. In the years since it has done just that, operating a series of parks along the Snake River from American Falls in eastern Idaho to Hells Canyon along the Oregon border. They are operated by a private company but as an outgrowth of government regulation. Some of these—all of them recreation areas in the Hells Canyon region—allow camping, and others are day use only. The Idaho Power recreation areas are popular for boating and fishing in the reservoirs and hiking and hunting on the lands nearby. Idaho Power also operates one recreation area, Copperfield Camp, on the Oregon side of Hells Canyon, which has sixty-two RV and ten tent camping sites.




  Woodhead Park in the Hells Canyon complex at the Brownlee Reservoir is Idaho Power’s largest park area. It covers sixty-five acres and was completely refurbished in 1995. It has 124 RV sites with electricity hookups and 15 tent sites, and all have water, picnic tables, and fire rings.




  McCormick Park in the Hells Canyon complex at the Oxbow Reservoir is another Idaho Power park. Its twelve acres include thirty-four RV sites with hookups for water and electricity and several tent camping locations with electric power hookups.




  A third Idaho Power park is Hells Canyon Park in the Hells Canyon complex at Hells Canyon Reservoir. Its grassy, partly shaded lands overlooking the reservoir include twenty-four RV sites, some with electricity and water hookups, as well as some space for tent campers. Picnic tables and barbecue stands are available as well.




  Private Campgrounds





  Idaho has lots of private campgrounds especially in the more popular vacation spots and near population centers. Almost all offer basic hookup and related services though some offer much more and a minority are truly plush resort facilities. This book does not include private campgrounds.









  
Idaho Outdoors





  




  If you plan to spend time camping in Idaho, there are a number of important things you need to know.




  Overstaying Your Campground Welcome





  There are limits to how long you can stay in a given camping area or region. National forests in particular have discovered campers who stay all summer—or even longer—especially in areas near high-cost communities such as Sun Valley. Stay limits are imposed on most public campsites around the state. Most national forests in Idaho have a fourteen-day stay limit while some in eastern Idaho have a sixteen-day limit. Note the limits when you enter the campground or make your reservation.




  Zero Impact Camping





  If you want your camping trip to be a real success, you won’t think only about having fun; you’ll also think about how to have zero impact on the environment. Here are some important reminders.




  Some public campgrounds have dumpsters for your garbage—or at least some of your garbage—but the safest course (unless you know otherwise) is to assume that you will pack out everything you pack in.




  Don’t tempt wildlife to your campsite by throwing leftovers from a meal on the ground or into a fire ring; either dispose of leftovers in a trash container or store them in a secure vehicle for later disposal.




  If the campground has a utility sink for cleaning dishes, use it. Avoid washing dishes in streams or lakes.




  If a fire ring is provided at your campsite, use it. Resist the urge to build really large fires: a fire that is too big can easily get out of control. Don’t throw trash that won’t burn—such as glass, cans, or aluminum foil—into your fire: you’ll leave an unsightly mess.




  Never leave a fire unattended. Make sure that any fire you set is 100 percent snuffed out before you leave. Like other western states, Idaho has been prone to massive forest fires in recent years, and many of them have been a direct result of campers who fail to turn their flames entirely to ashes.




  Some campgrounds have strict rules about where to place tents and RVs to minimize their impact on the areas around the campgrounds. Be sure to adhere to these rules.




  When walking to and from a bathhouse, or when hiking, stay on established paths and trails to avoid damaging sensitive areas.




  When hiking, bury your human waste at least 100 feet from water sources and under 6 to 8 inches of topsoil. Don’t bathe with soap in a lake or stream—use prepackaged moistened towels to wipe off sweat and dirt, or bathe in the water without soap.




  ATVs and Motorbikes





  One of the more controversial topics in the Idaho backcountry and in camping circles is the role of motorized off-road vehicles. Both advocates and critics of snowmobiles (which often are used on off-road trails on public lands) and jet boats (which run on regulated sections of a number of Idaho rivers) have loudly voiced disagreements. Of most direct import to campers are all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and motorbikes.




  ATVs and motorbikes are highly popular in some areas. They can be great fun, and they allow for a lot more exploration of the landscape than hiking by foot. On the other hand, they make a lot of noise and sometimes tear up the landscape.




  State and federal governments in Idaho have reacted to the demand and criticism not by banning but by limiting and regulating ATV use.




  The state of Idaho requires that all owners of ATVs and motorbikes who plan to use them off-road register with the state department of parks and recreation. There is a small fee, and the owner places a sticker provided by the department on the vehicle. (Nonresidents have up to thirty days to register.) State law also requires that the vehicle have a noise suppression system.




  As to where ATVs can be used, the various landowning agencies have set up specific ATV–use areas. A number of ATV trails have been established around the state (most often by the Forest Service). Generally they require that the vehicles be turned off and pushed when inside campground boundaries.




  Horses





  Horses may no longer be our primary means of transportation, but in western states like Idaho they’re still plenty popular when it comes to recreation. With that in mind, a number of campgrounds around the state have set up facilities for those who want to take horses (and other animals such as llamas) into the backcountry. These sites are scattered all over the state, from the St. Joe Basin in north-central Idaho to several in central and southeastern Idaho.




  Horse-friendly trails can be found all over Idaho. In general horses should be kept outside campgrounds (you’ll often see notices to that effect).




  Bears





  A great deal of Idaho backcountry is bear country. That shouldn’t make you reluctant to camp in Idaho, but it should make you alert to the possibility of a bear encounter.




  Anyone who spends much time in Idaho’s backcountry will have a few bear stories—some frightening, some amusing, some simply awe-inspiring. The basic lesson to be taken from them is that while bears are a wonderful and important part of the Idaho wilds, they are best encountered (if at all) at a distance—preferably a considerable distance. Don’t be one of those foolish visitors who think of bears as cute and cuddly. They are neither. While most are not particularly aggressive and will simply amble away from you if given a chance, all should be treated with great caution and respect.




  Don’t give them any reason to move in your direction, and that means, most importantly, keeping your food securely contained (except while actually eating or preparing it) with no stray smells drifting about. Apart from meals, keep your food some distance from your person. Remember that bears smell things much better than we do, and they can be relentless in pursuit of food. Some smart backcountry visitors string their food high up in trees in caches, well beyond a bear’s reach. At the least, lock it securely inside a motor vehicle. If you think that putting your food back in the ice chest will be enough, consider this story, told by an experienced backcountry lodge manager who left home for a few weeks in early winter. When she returned to her house, the front door had been ripped away and muddy bear tracks led to the kitchen, where the front door of the refrigerator was similarly torn off, and all the food inside consumed.




  Opinions differ on the best tactic in case of a bear encounter, though everyone agrees that simply turning your back and running away is a bad idea (the average bear can almost certainly outrun you). If you’re planning to spend extended time in the Idaho deep backcountry, you may first want to read one of the many books available on dealing with bears.




  Idaho has two types of bears: black and grizzly. Almost all Idaho bears are black bears. They are smaller than the grizzlies and more even tempered. Ordinarily they will simply walk off or climb a tree on encountering a human. Grizzlies are larger and have a hump atop their shoulders. They are more aggressive and easily provoked. Beware of them. The staff at the local ranger station should know if grizzlies have been spotted in the area so ask before you enter.




  Other Big Mammals





  Moose are most common in eastern Idaho, especially in the region near Yellowstone National Park, but they can be found statewide and especially in the wilderness areas. They may look like friendly amblers, but these big creatures can be dangerous. Keep your distance.




  Elk, deer, and antelope are very common (tens of thousands of them are harvested in hunts every year), and they often can be seen in and around campgrounds and other locations. Antelope are especially common in eastern Idaho, and the population periodically explodes on Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory lands, where they cannot be hunted. Herds of them have been known to block highway traffic in the area.




  Mountain goats and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep are relatively rare in Idaho but not endangered, and a small number of hunting tags for these animals are issued each year. They usually keep to the most remote regions and the most mountainous country; they are rarely spotted from the highway or from most campgrounds.




  Mountain lions, or cougars, are not commonplace in Idaho but have been seen in many remote areas. Unprovoked cougar attacks do occur in the wild in Idaho; a newspaper editor in Idaho Falls has even written a book about them. Bobcats and Canada lynx are also found in Idaho.




  Wild canines are well represented. Coyotes can be found statewide, especially in the desert lands of southern Idaho, and several species of foxes are often seen as well, sometimes close to human settlement. Wolves are often spotted in the Sawtooth Mountain region and elsewhere.




  Small Mammals





  As part of its Fourth of July celebration, the small city of Council for many years has held porcupine races. Porcupines from nearby forests are collected, encouraged to race in an open field, and then released back into the woods.




  They are just one example of the many smaller mammals found in Idaho’s wild country (though porcupines are not tiny, in fact; they often are about the size of a midsize dog). The handiwork of beavers can be seen in many wild places. Other small mammals in Idaho include squirrels, muskrat, Idaho pygmy rabbits, raccoon, badgers, marten, mink, otters, and skunks. While rare in Idaho, wolverines are not unheard of.




  Fish





  Think “fish” and “Idaho,” and trout and salmon spring first to mind. And rightly so, though some species and some stream locations are off-limits for fishing. The rules change from time to time along with the fish population so be sure to get a copy of fishing regulations published by the state department of fish and game (and available in most sporting goods stores and other locations around the state) before sinking a line.




  Trout in Idaho include the rainbow, cutthroat, brook, Dolly Varden, golden, and Kamloops varieties, and the allied steelhead, which is among the most prized of fishing catches in Idaho. About a dozen trout fish hatcheries are located around Idaho, regularly releasing many fish into streams in the state.




  Salmon include the chinook, sockeye, and kokanee. Some salmon are endangered, and fishing for salmon is carefully regulated.




  Other fish in Idaho lakes and streams include perch, largemouth and smallmouth bass, whitefish, sturgeon, and bullhead catfish.
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Northern Idaho





  Area 1: Boundary




  Where do you go to live if you want to get away from it all? This is one of the places—the farthest northern reach of Idaho, hugging the Canadian border. In fact, a fair number of the people who live here came here for just that reason. There are two border crossings here, Eastport and Porthill, but you don’t get a sense of international bustle in this country.




  The only population center in the area is Bonners Ferry, and it is a small city. (The most visible attraction is the Kootenai Tribal Casino on the east side of town.) Overall this is thinly settled country with a number of people living deep in the hills and woods.




  Much of this mostly mountainous land is managed by the Kaniksu National Forest (part of the Idaho Panhandle National Forest), and all of the public campgrounds here are operated by the Forest Service. A couple of them are among the prettiest camping sites in the state. Moose and white-tailed deer are often seen in this area along with a wide variety of birds in the wetlands and small lakes that dot the region.




  You should know too about one remarkable noncamping option: the Snyder Guard Station, a group of seven older Forest Service buildings designated in 1982 as historic sites. These can be rented, and several outdoor camping sites are associated with them. The location next to the Moyie River is excellent. It is located north of Bonners Ferry off CR 34.




  For more information:




  Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce




  PO Box X




  Bonners Ferry, ID 83805




  (208) 267-5922




  www.bonnersferrychamber.org




  Idaho Panhandle National Forests




  3815 Schreiber Way




  Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814




  (208) 765-7223




  www.fs.fed.us/ipnf/
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  Area 1: Boundary







	Campground number

	Campground

	Town

	Sites

	Max. RV length

	Electric

	Picnic

	Fire rings

	Toilets

	Showers

	Drinking water

	Dump station

	Disability access

	Recreation

	Can reserve

	Fees ($)

	Season

	Stay limit (days)






	1

	Meadow Creek

	Bonners Ferry

	22

	35

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	

	F

	

	$$

	May–Oct

	14






	2

	Smith Lake

	Bonners Ferry

	7

	22

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	

	BHS

	

	

	May–Oct

	14






	3

	Copper Creek

	Eastport

	16

	35

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	▪

	FH

	

	$

	May–Oct

	14






	4

	Robinson Lake

	Eastport

	10

	27

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	▪

	BFHS

	

	$

	May–Oct

	14











  U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming




  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20




  1 Meadow Creek





  




  

    Location: Northeast of Bonners Ferry




    GPS: N48.81987' / W116.14733'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, vault toilets, fire rings, river access.




    Elevation: 2,300 feet.




    Road Conditions: The road is mildly rugged but passable for most motor vehicles in good weather conditions. Take it slow and easy.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 22 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.




    Season: Year-round. Water available Memorial Day to Labor Day.




    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Fishing, picnicking, river floating, huckleberry picking.




    Finding the campground: From Bonners Ferry drive north on US 95 for 3 miles then east on US 2 for 2.5 miles to the city of Moyie Springs then north (away from Moyie Springs) on Meadow Creek Road for 11 miles.




    The campground: Located on the Moyie River, this is a good spot both for fishing in the Moyie and for hiking and huckleberry picking. The area, well within the Purcell Mountain Range, is forested and mountainous, and the campground is several hundred feet higher than Moyie Springs. The camping sites are well shaded and generously spaced.


  




  
2 Smith Lake





  




  

    Location: North of Bonners Ferry




    GPS: N48.778782' / W116.26401'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water (hand pumps), fire rings, vault toilets.




    Elevation: 2,890 feet.




    Road Conditions: The off-highway portion of the drive here is not long and the lower levels of it are good but after the first mile or so it turns tough.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 7 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 22 feet.




    Season: Late spring to mid-fall.




    Fees: None.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, swimming, hiking, picnicking.




    Finding the campground: Drive north of Bonners Ferry on US 95 for 5 miles then east 2 miles on Boundary CR 36.




    The campground: Check for directions before heading up here into the mountains because the signs sometimes don’t do the job. Once you arrive you’ll find a boat ramp and open picnic area. The camping area is largely forested.


  




  3 Copper Creek





  




  

    Location: South of Eastport




    GPS: N48.982458' / W116.163112'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water (seasonal), fire rings, barrier-free access (3 sites), vault toilets.




    Elevation: 2,610 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good highway then decent gravel road the last mile to the campground.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 16 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet but two sites accommodate 40 feet.




    Season: Year-round.




    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Fishing, hiking.




    Finding the campground: From Eastport drive on US 95 south 1 mile then east on FR 2517 for 1 mile.




    The campground: Here’s your chance to camp only a short hike from the Canadian border. You’re less than two miles from the small community of Eastport, which has limited services but a variety of supplies available. (There are duty-free shops here too.) Close by the campground and a short walk to the east you’ll find spectacular Copper Falls, one of the most scenic waterfalls in Idaho. You can find fishing access here to the Moyie River. Three of the camping sites here are accessible to people with disabilities.


  




  4 Robinson Lake





  




  

    Location: South of Eastport




    GPS: N48.969584' / W116.218545'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, barrier-free access (3 sites), vault toilets.




    Elevation: 2,800 feet.




    Road Conditions: Narrow and hilly but paved all the way into the campground.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 10 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 27 feet.




    Season: Year-round.




    Fees: $15 for a single campsite when water is available; free otherwise.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Bonners Ferry Ranger District (208) 267-5561, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: Drive north from Bonners Ferry on US 95 East for 8.7 miles then north on Robinson Lake Campground Road/FR 448 for 0.3 mile.




    The campground: You don’t exactly camp on the shores of this little lake, but the water is just over a walkable berm. Not far away, herons and ospreys nest. The campground area is nicely forested and hilly with a couple of fast-moving streams flowing through. There’s just enough space to keep campers from being on top of one another. The spaces are spread out well.




    
Area 2: Priest Lake





    The future of Priest Lake has been a hotly fought-over topic for years in northern Idaho. Should its waters, its seventy-two miles of shoreline, and its wonderful wooded terrain be protected from further development? Or should more people be allowed to build their homes here? How should the state lands in this area be managed?




    What’s absolutely clear is that this is a very popular destination. This is one of the most lushly vegetated parts of Idaho with evergreens and spruces growing thick and ferns and many other plants in the underbrush. Vacation homes line the western side of the lake (the state park is located on the eastern side), and the small community of Coolin at the southern base of the lake is a busy marina center.




    Priest Lake’s 25,000 acres are renowned for canoeing, boating, fishing (it holds a record for a giant mackinaw catch), and hiking. There are a number of private resorts and camping sites along with the public sites noted here. It is one of Idaho’s premier destinations.




    The campgrounds are among Idaho’s prettiest waterfront locations. In addition to the camping sites noted here, several not accessible by road merit mention. On Kalispell Island (on the southern part of the lake, near the Luby Bay campground), the Forest Service operates twelve camping areas, each with one to seven sites. Just south of this island is Bartoo Island, which has seven camping areas, two of them for group use. These are strictly pack-in pack-out sites (some of the island sites require use of portable toilets). Several Forest Service campgrounds are also located on Upper Priest Lake but are accessible only by hiking trail or boat. Check with the Priest Lake Ranger District at (208) 443-2512 for more information.




    While most of the area close to the lake is relatively developed, the region generally is packed with a wide range of wildlife. You’ll find moose and white-tailed deer in the area, as well as coyotes—and bears. Most are black bears but there are a few grizzlies about so be careful to use bear etiquette in the area (see “Idaho Outdoors”).




    Most of the campgrounds here, as in so much of Idaho, are National Forest campgrounds.




    For more information:




    Priest River Chamber of Commerce




    PO Box 929




    Priest River, ID 83856




    (208) 443-3191




    www.priestlake.org
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    Area 2: Priest Lake







	Campground number

	Campground

	Town

	Sites

	Max. RV length

	Electric

	Picnic

	Fire rings

	Toilets

	Showers

	Drinking water

	Dump station

	Disability access

	Recreation

	Can reserve

	Fees ($)

	Season

	Stay limit (days)






	5

	Priest Lake State Park

	Priest Lake

	151

	50

	

	▪

	▪

	FV

	▪

	▪

	▪

	▪

	BFHS

	▪

	$$–$$$

	Year-round

	15






	6

	Outlet

	Priest Lake

	31

	22

	

	

	▪

	F

	

	▪

	

	

	BFHS

	▪

	$$$

	May–Sept

	14






	7

	Osprey

	Priest Lake

	16

	20

	

	

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	

	FHS

	

	$

	May–Sept

	14






	8

	Luby Bay

	Priest Lake

	52

	60

	

	

	▪

	F

	

	▪

	▪

	▪

	FHS

	▪

	$$

	May–Sept

	14






	9

	Reeder Bay

	Priest Lake

	24

	50

	

	

	▪

	F

	

	▪

	

	▪

	FHS

	▪

	$$

	May–Sept

	14






	10

	Beaver Creek

	Priest Lake

	40

	35

	

	

	▪

	FV

	

	▪

	

	▪

	FHS

	▪

	$$

	May–Sept

	14









    U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming




  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20


  




  5 Priest Lake State Park





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.505328' / W116.800187'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, electric and water hookups, dump station, barrier-free access, fire rings, flush and vault toilets, showers, minimart, laundry, amphitheater, lake access, pull-through sites.




    Elevation: 2,440 feet.




    Road Conditions: Paved in places, good gravel in others. Quality lessens on the farthest north reaches.




    Hookups: Water, electric. Wi-Fi available at the visitor center for the Indian Creek unit.




    Sites: 151 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 50 feet.




    Season: Year-round but a number of services close from late fall to early spring.




    Fees, Resident: Motor vehicle entry, $7 per vehicle; basic campsite, $24; electric campsite, $30; full hookup site, $32; group site, $300.




    Fees, Non-Resident:  Motor vehicle entry, $14 per vehicle; basic campsite, $48; electric campsite, $60; full hookup site, $64; group site, $350.




    Maximum Stay: Generally 15 days in a 30-day period.




    Management: Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (208) 443-6710.




    Reservations: 1-888-9-CAMPID or 1-888-922-6743.




    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, snowmobiling, swimming, waterskiing, visitor center.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57 and then follow the sign to Coolin. The park covers a wide tract of land east of Coolin.




    The campground: Priest Lake State Park has three camping areas. Dickensheet is located about 4 miles south of Coolin and next to Priest River (not the lake). Rafts and canoes can be launched here and taken up or down Priest River. The Indian Creek area, 11 miles north of Coolin, is where park headquarters is located. Fishing, boating, and waterskiing on the lake are popular here as is snowmobiling in the winter. Groceries, propane, marina services and boat rentals, restaurants, and indoor lodging all are available here. Farthest north, 23 miles north of Coolin, is the Lionhead area (named after a local rock formation), a favorite both for boating and for relaxing on a fine, white-sand beach. Hiking trails are accessible in all these locations.


  




  6 Outlet





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.495369' / W116.893072'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets.




    Elevation: 2,500 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good highway and recently paved roads within the campground.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 31 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 22 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $26–28 per day for a single campsite, $52 for a double. More than one vehicle will incur an extra charge.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Some coverage.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57, then 1 mile northeast on FR 237. It’s about 1 mile from the Osprey campground.




    The campground: Shady, well-manicured (without becoming city-park civilized), and sloping down to Priest Lake, which you can see through the trees. Site facilities (fire rings and table) are above average in quality.


  




  7 Osprey





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.501978' / W116.889964'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets, beach access.




    Elevation: 2,400 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good highway and then newly paved road within the campground.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 16 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 20 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov. Some first-come, first-served sites.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Good coverage with some carriers (e.g., Verizon, AT&T), problems with others.




    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 25 miles north on ID 57. One mile north of the well-marked Outlet campground, turn east onto driveway and continue to Osprey.




    The campground: Facilities here are relatively primitive compared with some of the other public campgrounds in this area but its location on the lake is second to none. The campground area’s slope down to the lake amounts to stadium seating for a lake view. This site, like most of the others around Priest Lake, gets plenty of use in the summer. Unusually, this area is connected to a local water system (the Outlet Water Association).


  




  8 Luby Bay





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.55073' / W116.924593'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, barrier-free access, flush toilets, amphitheater.




    Elevation: 2,350 feet.




    Road Conditions: Excellent highway north along Priest Lake then 1 mile of gravel road leading up to the campground




    Hookups: Electricity and water are available for 5 sites.




    Sites: 52 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 60 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Not reliable.




    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive north about 28 miles on ID 57 to Lamb Creek Village area (look for campground sign) then turn right (east) and drive 1 mile on gravel road.




    The campground: Unusual for most Forest Service campgrounds, this one is located near a small community, Lamb Creek. There campers can find a boat launch and marina and can check out a historical museum. Like most of the other Priest Lake campgrounds, this one is on a shady, sloped lakeshore. Luby Bay is divided into upper and lower sections. Several large parking spurs are available for maneuvering larger vehicles. The amphitheater is sometimes used for talks on nature subjects and occasionally by scouting and other groups. The Forest Service imposes a 2-day minimum stay for most weekends and a 3-day stay on holiday weekends. The maximum stay is 14 days.


  




  9 Reeder Bay





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.626261' / W116.890576'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, flush toilets, barrier-free access.




    Elevation: 2,400 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good. The road is paved up to the campground and travel is easy inside.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 24 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 50 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Varies by carrier.




    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking; swimming beach, canoeing.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 39 miles north on ID 57 to Nordman then turn east on FR 1339, a paved road (there’s just one in the area), and continue for 3 miles.




    The campground: This is the flattest campground among the Priest Lake Forest Service campgrounds and the least tree-covered. Neither of these things is necessarily a negative, though. Reeder is probably the easiest of the group for some campers to set up their temporary quarters. The most remote of the major Priest River campgrounds, it gets a little less use than some of the others. Facilities are above average, including flush toilets (unusual for Forest Service campgrounds), and the lake view is perfectly good.


  




  10 Beaver Creek





  




  

    Location: North of Priest River




    GPS: N48.73518' / W116.859963'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, flush and vault toilets, fire rings, lake access, barrier-free access, horseshoe pit, on-site restaurant.




    Elevation: 2,500 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good, with easy access for almost any vehicle all the way to the campground. The campground roads are now paved as well.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 40 campsites and 1 group campsite.




    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $24 for a single campsite, $85 for a group site.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Priest Lake Ranger District (208) 443-2512, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming, boating.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River (the town) drive 39 miles north on ID 57 to Nordman then turn right and drive 12 miles northeast on Reeder Bay Road/FR 1339.




    The campground: The two main loops here are in a forested area overlooking one of the northernmost reaches of Priest Lake. Make your reservation four days or more before your arrival. There are security gates at the campground entrance, and they close daily from 10 p.m. until early morning. A large, 35-person group site is available as well, and reservations are strongly recommended for its use. There’s a good-sized, roped-off swimming area along the shore.


  


    
Area 3: Pend Oreille





    It’s a close call, but some say Lake Pend Oreille—Idaho’s largest lake—is even more beautiful than better-known Lake Coeur d’Alene to the south. Certainly more of it is easy to view because US 2 and then ID 200 run along most of its northern shoreline. Pend Oreille (pond o-ray) is thought to mean “ear pendants” in French—or it was intended to mean that—but a book titled Names on the Land by George Stewart notes that “it is not even good French.” It may have been named in reference to nearby Indians because it was given the name some decades before the lake was mapped—hence, before anyone knew its shape.




    This is probably Idaho’s foremost lake for boating, and you can find a number of marinas along the north shore. It is also one of Idaho’s best for fishing, especially for trout. Moose are especially prevalent in this area so keep a look out for the big creatures. Big birds nest along the lake. They include eagles, herons, and ospreys.




    The lake itself is only the beginning of the attractions here, however. Sandpoint is a true jewel among Idaho’s smaller cities, an arts center with many galleries in its downtown that hosts a series of major regional arts events through the year. Don’t let Sandpoint’s small size fool you.




    The whole area is strewn with hiking possibilities. Not least of these is the Schweitzer Mountain Ski Area just north of Sandpoint.




    And don’t forget the other cities on the lake: Priest River, Hope, and Clark Fork. All of them are worth a visit.




    For more information:




    Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce




    PO Box 928




    Sandpoint, ID 83864




    (208) 263-2161




    www.sandpoint.org/chamber




    Priest River Chamber of Commerce




    PO Box 929




    Priest River, ID 83856




    (208) 448-2721




    www.priestlake.org




    Idaho Panhandle National Forests




    3815 Schreiber Way




    Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814




    (208) 765-7223




    www.fs.fed.us/ipnf/
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    Area 3: Pend Oreille







	Campground number

	Campground

	Town

	Sites

	Max. RV length

	Electric

	Picnic

	Fire rings

	Toilets

	Showers

	Drinking water

	Dump station

	Disability access

	Recreation

	Can reserve

	Fees ($)

	Season

	Stay limit (days)






	11

	Whiskey Rock Bay

	Clark Fork

	10

	

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	▪

	

	

	BS

	

	

	May–Oct

	14






	12

	Porcupine Lake

	Clark Fork

	5

	

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	

	▪

	▪

	▪

	BFS

	

	

	May–Oct

	14






	13

	Sam Owen

	Hope

	59

	60

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	

	▪

	▪

	▪

	BFS

	▪

	$$$$

	May–Sept

	14






	14

	Springy Point Recreation Area

	Sandpoint

	39

	35

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	▪

	▪

	▪

	

	BFS

	▪

	$$$$

	May–Oct

	14






	15

	Round Lake State Park

	Sandpoint

	51

	24

	▪

	▪

	▪

	F

	▪

	▪

	▪

	

	BFHS

	▪

	$$–$$$$

	Year-round

	15






	16

	Riley Creek Recreation Area

	Priest River

	67

	40

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	▪

	▪

	▪

	▪

	BFS

	▪

	$

	May–Sept

	14






	17

	Priest River Recreation Area

	Priest River

	21

	45

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	▪

	▪

	▪

	

	BS

	▪

	$–$$

	May–Sept

	14






	18

	Albeni Cove Recreation Area

	Priest River

	14

	40

	

	▪

	▪

	F

	▪

	▪

	▪

	

	BFS

	▪

	$$$$

	May–Sept

	14






	19

	Green Bay

	Sagle

	11

	

	

	▪

	▪

	V

	

	

	▪

	

	BFS

	

	

	May–Oct

	14









    U = Unspecified number Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault Recreation: B = Boating, F = Fishing, H = Hiking, S = Swimming




  Per-night campsite cost: $ = Less than $10 $$ = $10 to $15 $$$ = $16 to $20 $$$$ = More than $20






  11 Whiskey Rock Bay





  




  

    Location: Southwest of Clark Fork




    GPS: N48.052654' / W116.453377'




    Facilities and Amenities: Fire rings, vault toilets.




    Elevation: 2,000 feet.




    Road Conditions: Expect a drive of more than an hour from Clark Fork over a sometimes rugged forest route. The road is occasionally steep, and it has switchbacks. This road is accessible to RVs in the summer but is not recommended in the spring. Check for conditions for other vehicles.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 10 campsites (3 of them on the lake).




    Maximum RV Length: None specified.




    Season: May to late October.




    Fees: None.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From ID 200 in Clark Fork drive 30 miles southwest on FR 278. Those planning to tent it may prefer to boat across the lake (a distance of 10 miles) from Garfield Bay.




    The campground: The southeast side of Lake Pend Oreille (along the section of the lake that jags south about 35 miles) has but one campground—and it’s a beauty, partly forested, partly open air. The view of the lake and mountains beyond is not sweeping but is well framed by mountains and shoreline. Boating is popular here and though overland travel certainly is possible, many campers get here by boat from across Lake Pend Oreille. Be aware that facilities and services are few and not close at hand so pack carefully before setting out.


  




  12 Porcupine Lake





  




  

    Location: Northwest of Clark Fork




    GPS: N48.156811' / W116.185570'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, barrier-free access, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, lake access, pull-through sites.




    Elevation: 4,800 feet.




    Road Conditions: Gravel mountain roads with the last half-dozen miles a steep and sometimes rough climb. Give your vehicle a good looking-over and check in with the local ranger station before tackling this trek.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 5 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: No RVs; tents only.




    Season: June to September.




    Fees: None.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From central Clark Fork drive along FR 419 (Lightning Creek Road) about 9 miles north of Clark Fork to FR 642 (Porcupine Creek Road). Note: You can’t drive all the way there because the final stretch of road has been taken out by the Forest Service, but you can use a midsize ATV to get there. Camping is still allowed.




    The campground: A small campground, remote and relatively hard to get to. Still, for those who crave getting away from it all and avoiding crowds, Porcupine Lake is one of the best in the region. It is located next to St. Charles Creek in a wooded valley.


  




  
13 Sam Owen





  




  

    Location: East of Hope




    GPS: N48.223372' / W116.294253'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, fire rings, dump station, flush toilets, barrier-free access, covered picnic shelter, lake and beach access, pull-through sites.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: Partly paved and partly gravel, typically well maintained and smooth but watch out for occasional and nasty potholes.




    Hookups: None. A group shelter has electric lights.




    Sites: 59 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: 60 feet.




    Season: Mid-May to late September.




    Fees: $26–28 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov./ipnf/.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Unreliable.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming, an amphitheater.




    Finding the campground: From Hope drive 3 miles southeast on ID 200 and then 2 miles west on Bonner CR 1002.




    The campground: One of the larger public Panhandle campgrounds and one of the most heavily used, Sam Owen is carefully organized. You’ll find nice forest cover and some distance between many of the sites. The lake access is not immediately evident from most of the campground—you don’t get the great lakeside view you get in some other regional sites—but it isn’t far away either. A pavilion is available to rent for presentations.


  




  14 Springy Point Recreation Area





  




  

    Location: South of Sandpoint




    GPS: N48.238823' / W116.550050'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, flush toilets, showers, fire rings, dump station.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: Lakeshore Drive is mostly paved.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 39 shady campsites near the water, and 37 are standard non-electric. There are 2 walk-to sites




    Maximum RV Length: 35 feet.




    Season: May to August.




    Fees: $22.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.




    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From Sandpoint drive 1.5 miles south on US 95 then turn west onto Lakeshore Drive and drive about 2 miles.




    The campground: An expansive, well-shaded camping site with rolling hills and an intermittent look at Lake Pend Oreille from the south. Sites are spread out so campers aren’t on top of one another. Amenities are above average, and firewood is available for purchase. The site is located close enough to Sandpoint that campers can hike the Long Bridge (US 95) over Lake Pend Oreille into town.


  




  15 Round Lake State Park





  




  

    Location: South of Sandpoint




    GPS: N48.166938' / W116.636737'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, electric hookups, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, showers, lake access, visitor center, firewood sales.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: Good; nearly all paved.




    Hookups: Water, electric.




    Sites: 51 campsites in total, 16 with hookups and 35 are standard (2 are ADA).




    Maximum RV Length: 24 feet.




    Season: Year-round.




    Fees, Resident: Motor vehicle entry, $7 per vehicle; basic campsite, $24; electric campsite, $30.




  Fees, Non-resident: Motor vehicle entry, $14 per vehicle; basic campsite, $48; electric campsite, $60.




    Maximum Stay: Generally 15 days in a 30-day period.




    Management: Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation (208) 443-6710.




    Reservations: 1-888-9-CAMPID or 1-888-922-6743.




    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, hiking, picnicking, swimming, a visitor center.




    Finding the campground: From Sandpoint drive 10 miles south on US 95, over the bridge across Lake Pend Oreille, and then 2 miles west on Dufort Road to the park entrance.




    The campground: Round Lake is a small (58 acres), relatively shallow (about 37 feet at its deepest), circular (as its name implies) glacial lake only a few miles south of Pend Oreille and one of Idaho’s older state parks (established in 1965). It’s a good place for boating and swimming, and a beach area is close to the campground. This is a well-shaded area with ponderosa pines and Douglas firs dominating among the many tall trees. Wildlife is abundant in the area. Keep a lookout for black bears and watch as well for raccoons, porcupines, white-tailed deer, and many others. Fishing is said to be good in the lake as well because a variety of trout species hang out there.


  




  
16 Riley Creek Recreation Area





  




  

    Location: East of Priest River




    GPS: N48.238823' / W116.550050'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, flush toilets, fire rings, showers, barrier-free access.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: Paved to the campground.




    Hookups: Water, electric.




    Sites: 67 campsites, all with electric and water hookups, and a group shelter.




  Site Limits: 2 motorized vehicles, 1 camping unit, unlimited tents, and 8 people.




    Maximum RV Length: 40 feet.




    Season: May to September.




    Fees: $30 for a single campsite, $70 for a group shelter.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in a 30-day period.




    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From the city of Priest River drive 8 miles east on US 2 to Laclede and then turn right (south) and drive on the Riley Creek Road 1 mile nearly to the river.




    The campground: Riley Creek is an outgrowth of the Army Corps of Engineers development of the Albeni Falls Dam in 1955. This is an attractive, shaded, well-maintained campground. A residential area also facing the Pend Oreille River is adjacent so bear in mind that you have neighbors. This part of Lake Pend Oreille is especially popular for water sports, from kayaking to jet skiing. This area often gets busy on summer weekends so plan to arrive early.


  




  17 Priest River Recreation Area





  




  

    Location: East of Priest River




    GPS: N48.178821' / W116.890454'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, lake access, showers.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: Paved into the campground.




    Hookups: Electric at the group site.




    Sites: 20 individual campsites and 1 group campsite.




    Maximum RV Length: 45 feet.




    Season: May to September.




    Fees: $22 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.




    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Intermittent.




    Recreation: Boating, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From the city of Priest River drive 1 mile east on US 2 and then turn right (south) at the campground sign.




    The campground: Shaded in places, open-air in others, this campground is nearly on the banks of the Pend Oreille River and has a nice overlook. It is especially well set up for small groups with a small, open-air theater and recreation facilities. This recreation area also is a popular picnic spot among Spokane-area residents looking for a little away time so be aware that summer weekends may be busy.


  




  18 Albeni Cove Recreation Area





  




  

    Location: West of Priest River




    GPS: N48.175473' / W116.999245'




    Facilities and Amenities: Drinking water, dump station, fire rings, flush toilets, showers.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet




  Road Conditions: Paved to the campground. However, the Corps also notes, “Access to the recreation area is over a rough, gravel road, RVs not recommended.”




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 14 campsites.




  Site Limits: 2 motorized vehicles, 1 camping unit, 2 tents, 8 people.




    Maximum RV Length: 40 feet.




    Season: May to September.




    Fees: $22 for a single campsite.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in 30-day period.




    Management: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (208) 437-3133.




    Reservations: www.recreation.gov.




    Pets: Dogs must be confined or leashed in the park.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Some coverage.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: From Priest River drive 6 miles west on US 2 (2 miles east of Oldtown). The campground is about 1 mile south of the highway (follow the signs).




    The campground: The best shaded of the Army Corps sites in this area—and all of them have nice shade trees—this one, as one camper there said, “makes you feel like you’re in your own world.” The campground is directly across from the Albeni Dam, which dominates the scene at the campground. The boat launch may, depending on time of year and the amount of water in the area, be usable or not. Call ahead if boating from here is your intent. Reservations are advised during the summer. The local Army Corps office notes that many people ask whether utility hookups are available here. The answer is no, they are not.


  




  
19 Green Bay





  




  

    Location: Southeast of Sandpoint, east of Sagle




    GPS: N48.178139' / W116.405548'




    Facilities and Amenities: Fire rings, dump station, vault toilets, picnic tables, lake access, pull-through sites.




    Elevation: 2,100 feet.




    Road Conditions: The last few miles are rough and considered unsuitable for trailers and motor homes.




    Hookups: None.




    Sites: 11 campsites.




    Maximum RV Length: None specified.




    Season: May to October.




    Fees: None.




    Maximum Stay: 14 days in or near a campground.




    Management: USDA Forest Service, Sandpoint Ranger District (208) 263-5111, www.fs.usda.gov/ipnf/.




    Reservations: None; first come, first served.




    Pets: Allowed but must be leashed in campgrounds and on some trails and kept back from swimming areas.




    Quiet Hours: 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. ordinarily, subject to change.




    Cell Service: Very unlikely.




    Recreation: Boating, fishing, picnicking, swimming.




    Finding the campground: Drive south from Sandpoint on US 95 for about 5 miles then (according to Forest Service directions) “from Garfield Bay, take the first road to the left past the Forest Service picnic area. Follow this road for about 0.75 mile. Turn right onto FR 532. Take FR 532 about 1 mile to Green Bay Road 2672. Road 2672 is not suitable for motorhomes or trailers. Follow Road 2672 to the parking area for the campground.” The campground can be reached by boat across Lake Pend Oreille.




    The campground: This is an attractive lakeside campground site but only minimally developed. If relatively primitive camping in a highly scenic spot is your preference, this may be a good choice. It is a relatively new campground.




    
Area 4: Coeur d’Alene





    Probably only Sun Valley edges out Coeur d’Alene as the best-known Idaho vacation spot. The city is perched on the northern shore of the like-named lake and, like Sun Valley, deserves its international renown. The visitor centerpiece is the resort, a large hotel and convention center on the lake. There are associated downtown shopping centers and even a floating golf green within walking distance. Charter boats are available for tours on Lake Coeur d’Alene.




    The Coeur d’Alene area is one of Idaho’s fastest growing, holding its own with growth in the Boise area in the 1990s. It is located in the metro area of Spokane, Washington, which gives visitors here access to that city’s amenities. That also means that the Coeur d’Alene area is a close-by playground for the population of Spokane, which can make some parts crowded at times.




    You can, however, engage in all sorts of outdoor activities here. You’ll find fishing, swimming, and boating on Lake Coeur d’Alene (and in several nearby lakes, such as Fernan and Spirit) and camping and hiking in a variety of locations. One of the best nature walks in the area is adjacent to downtown Coeur d’Alene. Tubbs Hill, which juts into the lake, is a mostly undeveloped nature preserve, home to a vast variety of birds and a range of other animals as well.




OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg
Boundary

0__Kilometers 5

0 Wiles 5

-)

KANIKSU
NATIONAL
FOREST

g

[ Eastport

FRazg

KANIKSU
NATIONAL
FOREST

B KMoyie Springs

ffBonners Ferry |






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.jpg
Map Legend

Transportation symbols

== Interstate Highway @  Cempground

US Highway ® Capital

State Highway o City/Town

Forest Road —--—-  State Border
Local Road
Water Features Land Management

@) Body of Water National Park/Forest

River/Creek T4 wilderness

Indian Reservation






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
FALCONGUIDES®





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.jpg
Overview

[SH]

~ i Coeur N
lod'Alene \
o o

WASHI

Boise o

SOUTHWEST

NEVADA

CANADA

MONTANA

CENTRAL

Area 1:  Boundar
Area2: Priest Lake
Area3: Pend Oreille
Area4: Coeur d'Alene
Areas: Silver Valley
Area6: St. Joe
Area7: Palouse
Area8: Clearwater
Area 9:  Wilderness
Area 10: Camas Prairie
Area 11: Lower Salmon
Area 12: Seven Devils
Area 13: Heartland
Area 14: Weiser
Area 15: Gem
Area 16: Payette River
Area 17: Lowman
Area 18: Boise Basin
Area 19: Southwest
Area 20: Anderson Ranch
Reservoir
Area 21: Elmore
Area 22: Salmon
Area 23: Cobalt
Area 24: Stanley Basin
Area 25: Challis
Area 26: Wood River
Area 27: Blaine Valley
Area 28: Magic Valley
Area 29: Cassia
Area 30: Leadore
Area 31: Lost River
Area 32: Dubois
Area 33: Fremont
Area 34: Idaho Falls
Area 35: Upper Snake
Area 36: Blackfoot
Area 37: American Falls
Area 38: Bear River
Area 39: Bear Lake

i
i
.4 i
i Z
=
i
=
oldahoFalls |
!
o ©® i
opocatello @
i
i
i
ik

UTAH






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
CAMPING

[}
=
=)
wv

®






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg
0 Kilometers 10

Priest Lake T ) (%

KANIKSU
NATIONAL
FOREST

IDAHO

KANIKSU
NATIONAL
FOREST






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg
FOREST

Pend Oreill 0___Kilometers _10 N
— ° Miles 10 @
T
i
Zj
O}
Glo KANIKSU
ZI T NATIONAL
Ei FOREST
zi2
5 KANIKSU
;1 NATIONAL
i
i
i

NATIONAL FOREST

D’ALENE
NATIONAL
FOREST






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
FALCON GUIDES





