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  The Law of the Higher Potential




  By Robert Collier




  Chapter One


  P-R-A-I-S-E





   




  Did you ever notice that if you leave off the “P” from the word Praise, what you have left is “Raise”?




  That is no mere accident, for wise men have realized for thousands of years that to praise is to raise the spirits and increase the power of the one praised. In the same way, praise of God and thankfulness for His gifts raises the spirits of the one who sings those praises to the heights of rare accomplishment.




  Just as praise and thanksgiving freed Paul and Silas from the chains of the dungeon, so can they free you from worry and fear and the dungeons of dark despair. “I will sing unto Jehovah,” sang the Psalmist of old, “because He hath dealt bountifully with me.” And if we would have Him deal bountifully with us, it behooves us to praise and be thankful for the good we now have, no matter how small that good may seem to be.




  “The righteous doth sing and rejoice,” we are told in the Scriptures. And the Hebrew word used for “sing” means “to sing out loud, even to shout for joy.” To sing with joy is one of the long-neglected truths of POWER. “The Sons of God shouted for joy.”




  The Kingdom of Heaven is the Kingdom of Expansion, and the way to expand what we have is through praise and joy and thanksgiving. Seldom indeed in the Bible do you find that God provides supply out of thin air. Almost always He requires the recipients of His bounty to start with what they have. The widow with the oil and meal, that other widow with a little oil, the feeding of the multitudes with the loaves and fishes, and scores of other cases, all started with the supply in hand. God expanded what they had. And God will expand what you have, if you rightly use the power of praise and thanksgiving.




  But mere expansion is not enough. You might expand all the water in the world into steam, and get no good from it— if you had no engine in which to use the steam. You must have a purpose in mind if you are to get the utmost of good from your expansion. You must set a goal. You must plan the form in which that expanded energy is to make itself manifest. It can be in your body, in your circumstances, in your surroundings—in anything of good you may desire.




  Some years ago the “Journal of Education” had a story that expressed this idea clearly. “There was once a prince,” it read,




  

    who had a crooked back. He could never stand straight up like even the lowest of his subjects. Because he was a very proud prince, his crooked back caused him a great deal of mental suffering.




    “One day he called before him the most skilful sculptor in his kingdom and said to him: “Make me a noble statue of myself, true to my likeness in every detail, with this exception—make this statue with a straight back. I wish to see myself as I might have been.”




    “For long months the sculptor worked, hewing the marble carefully into the likeness of the prince, and at last the work was done, and the sculptor went before the prince and said: “The statue is finished; where shall I set it up?” One of the courtiers called out: “Set it before the castle gate where all can see it,” but the prince smiled sadly and shook his head. “Rather,” said he, “place it in a secret nook in the palace garden where only I shall see it.”




    “The statue was placed as the prince ordered, and promptly forgotten by the world, but every morning and every noon and every evening, the prince stole quietly away to where it stood and looked long upon it, noting the straight back and the uplifted head and the noble brow. And each time he gazed, something seemed to go out of the statue and into him, tingling in his blood and throbbing in his heart.




    “The days passed into months and the months into years; then strange rumors began to spread throughout the land. Said one: “The prince’s back is no longer crooked or my eyes deceive me.” Said another: “Our prince has the high look of a mighty man.” And these rumors came to the prince, and he listened with a queer smile.




    “Then went he out into the garden to where the statue stood and behold, it was just as the people said, his back had become straight as the statue’s, his head had the same noble bearing; he was, in fact, the noble man his statue proclaimed him to be.”


  




  2500 years ago, in the Golden Age of Athens, when its culture led the world, Grecian mothers surrounded themselves with beautiful statues that they might bring forth perfect children and that the children in turn might develop into perfect men and women.




  Eleven months from now, YOU will have an entirely new body, inside and out. Not a single cell, not a single bit of tissue that is now in you will be there then. What changes do you want made in that new body? What improvements?




  Then start right now getting that new model clearly in mind. Buy yourself a scrap book. Cut from the magazines a picture of the finest figure of a man or woman that you can find, and paste it on page one. Cut out other pictures, that show clearly different parts of your body that need developing or perfecting, and paste them on other pages. Then cut pictures of people doing the sort of things you would love to do—dancing, swimming, riding horseback, rowing, fishing, playing golf or tennis, anything you like—and paste them on different pages of your scrap book.




  At the top and bottom of each page, or alongside the pictures, put such reminders and affirmations as these:




  

    Father God, I thank Thee for my glorious strength, my abiding health, my tireless energy.




    *     *     *




    Vitalize Thy perfect image in me in perfect form.




    *     *     *




    I am strong in the Lord and the power of His might.




    *     *     *




    God made me in His own image. He is my strength and power. He maketh my way perfect. The joy of the Lord is my strength.




    *     *     *




    Know ye not that ye are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?




    *     *     *




    Divine Love protects and sustains me. I am the open channel through which the healing currents of life are now flowing. God is my life. God is my health. In God is my trust.


  




  Under a picture showing someone with a splendid chest, taking breathing exercises, put—




  

    The Spirit of the Lord hath made me, and the breath of the almighty giveth me life.


  




  Under one bathing—




  

    Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.


  




  Under a picture of the eyes—




  

    Open thou mine eyes, that in Thy light I may see the light.


  




  Or, if your eyes are weak or troublesome, put—




  

    Jehovah openeth the eyes of the blind. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. I see God in my eyes, in their perfect life and strength and wholeness. If thou can’st believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. According to thy faith be it done unto you.


  




  Under picture at a well-filled table—




  

    Thou shalt eat thy bread with joy.


  




  Under sleep—




  

    They that rest in the Lord shall renew their strength like the eagle. They shall walk and not faint, they shall run and not be weary. Thy Spirit strengthens both my soul and my body, and I rest in peace of wholeness and health.


  




  Under vigorous, happy, healthy older people—




  

    As my days, so shall my strength be. Behold, all things are becoming new. Thou shalt make me full of joy in Thy presence. Passing years have no effect upon my spiritual body. I am alive in Jesus Christ forever. I am a tower of strength and stability in the realization that God is my health. God’s life is constant, unbroken, eternal. I am quickened in His consciousness of life. His constant power and strength sustain me and I am healed. I AM a perfect idea of God and all of life is with me now and always.


  




  A long time ago, Epictetus said: “God has delivered YOU to YOUR care, and this is what He says to you— ‘I have no fitter to trust than YOU. Preserve this body for me just as it is by nature; modest, beautiful, faithful, noble, tranquil.’




  You will find many affirmations to paste in your scrap book. Use any and all that seem helpful. But that saying of Epictetus is a good one to paste on the last page—a good one to bear always in mind. “God has delivered you to your care.” And God gave you dominion. So think of yourself as well and strong. Think of your body as spiritual substance that is not subject to the ills of the flesh. Think of it as constantly changing, continually GROWING into the perfect image that you are holding before it.




  The Kingdom of Heaven is the Kingdom of Expansion. If you have but a single perfect cell in your whole body, you can expand that cell into a perfect body, provided only that you hold before it the image of health and strength—not of sickness; provided only that you BELIEVE! “God made man but little lower than the Angels.”




  “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread”




  For your Prosperity and Abundant Supply Scrap Book, you cannot do better than start with that line from the Lord’s Prayer—“Give us this day our daily bread.”




  Get a picture of a horn of plenty—a cornucopia—with all manner of good things pouring out of it, and paste it on the first page of your Scrap Book. Line the page with pictures of sparrows and lilies of the field, to remind you of Jesus’ promise, and then put at the bottom of the page something like this:




  

    O God, beginning now I shall forever LET Thy Spirit Infinite become the sole dictator of my soul; and I shall never more take anxious thought of anything, but grow as the lilies grow, in peace and power, so that I shall have all I need, forever more.


  




  The next page, I’d head with the line—“I can have what I want—if I plant it.” Under it, paste pictures of farmers or gardeners planting seed, only take a pen or pencil and change those seeds into $$$. Under these pictures, put— “The riches of the Spirit now fill my mind and affairs. I think prosperity, I talk prosperity and I know that prosperity and success are mine.”




  On other pages, show pictures of growing grain or other plants, with $$$ at the top instead of the usual grain or fruit. Use such affirmations as—“God is my inexhaustible and omnipotent source of abundant supply.” “I accept the will of God, which is abundant prosperity for me.” “If I continue to desire you, I shall have you, because I trust in God for all things I desire.”




  Then on succeeding pages, show pictures of great piles of money—bags of money, piles of paper money and currency all around the pages, and pictures of yourself pasted in the center, surrounded by riches. If you can find pictures of men digging up treasure hoards, put them in. Put in all kinds of pictures that imply riches and prosperity. Put in pictures of the sort of surroundings you will have, when you have manifested the riches you desire. Get pictures of a beautiful home—the home of your dreams. Show if possible, each room as you would have it furnished. Show the outside, with a wide driveway, bordered by a beautiful lawn, shrubbery around the house, trees in the background, the kind of car you would like to own drawn up before the house. Show even the wardrobes of fine clothes you would have, show horses or bicycles or whatnot for the children, show the flowers in your garden.




  “When I got the Lessons of THE GOD IN YOU,” wrote Mrs. Caroline Kroll of Indianapolis, in December, 1939, “I had only $12.00 a month. Now I have a nice home and everything is paid for. I am so happy.” Mrs. Kroll had written us in the fall of ‘37 expressing her great desire for a home, and we suggested to her this Treasure Mapping method. She says in her last letter—“I never faltered in my home making, and tonight I am sitting in a good home of my own and never was any happier in my youth.”




  Remember, the first step in supplying a need is to know that it IS already supplied in the Mind of God. God has already given you all of good. It is yours for the taking, and the most perfect prayer is the deep realization that your need is already supplied. You don’t have to waste energy wondering about the supply. All you have to do is to focus your energy upon being one with it.




  Your desires are like acorns—visions of the mighty oaks they can grow to be. What you desire is and always has been yours. What man can conceive, man can achieve. It is the eye that makes the horizon. No man ever bettered his position by limiting himself in his own mind to the one he had. No man ever made a success of his business by thinking failure. Every success is achieved first in your own thoughts. You must work first on yourself, because all trouble, limitation and the like are states of consciousness. Change your thought and you change all. You get the conditions that belong to your consciousness. As Emerson put it—“No man was ever ridden down or talked down by anything but himself.”




  Look within yourself for the source of all power. I AM the great power of God expressing as ME. I AM the great abundance for all my needs and a surplus to spare. That to which I give my attention reveals itself. So give your attention to the things you want! Fill your Scrap Book with pictures of them. Put over and under and around them such affirmations as these:




  

    God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the Power that worketh in us. I rejoice in the bounty of God, constantly manifesting to meet my every need.




    *     *     *




    If ye abide in Me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you. For herein is the Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit. Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of before you ask Him. Fear not, for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. All that the Father hath is yours, and you are in all ways prospered.




    *     *     *




    I will give thee hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I am the God of Israel. If thou return to the Almightly, then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. I will sing unto Jehovah, because He hath dealt bountifully with me.


  




  Remember that—“According to thy faith be it done unto you.” So believe that you RECEIVE! If your beliefs are all for the future, you will get them in the distant future but never NOW You will never quite catch up with them. “Now is the accepted time. Now is the day of salvation.” Realize that all these good things are NOW coming into manifestation in your life. Bless and thank God for them NOW.




  

    Instead of pleading,“God bless me,”




    And making such a weary fuss,




    How much better off we’d be




    If we would smile awhile and say,




    “I thank you, God, for blessing us today.”




     




    Instead of begging,“God, give me




    And mine the things which our hearts crave,”




    How much happier we’d be




    If we would laugh with life, and say,




    “We thank you, God, for what we have today.”




     




    —Marion B. Shoen


  




  “But what shall we do about pressing debts?” many will ask. First, make a list of all of them. Then, thank God for having sent such trustful people to your aid, thank Him for the confidence they have shown in you. Next, see yourself in your mind’s eye going the rounds of all your creditors, paying them in full. See their thankful, smiling faces. Hear yourself expressing to them your appreciation of their courtesy and forbearance, hear them telling you that they were glad to be of help, will be glad to extend the same credit to you in the future. Get pictures of people paying money over to merchants, paste in your own features over those of the debtors, and under them put such affirmations as these:




  

    Divine Love prospers all of us together NOW. God is our supply, through each of us to all, and through all of us to each. I speak for all of us the word that multiplies money to all of us. And my word accomplishes that whereunto I send it. In God is my trust.




    *     *     *




    When I worry, I am not trusting God. When I trust God, I have nothing to worry about.”




    *     *     *




    I put the payment of these debts lovingly in the hands of the Father with a child-like trust. That which is for my highest good will come to me.


  




  Then do your part by using some of whatever money you receive to pay these just debts, and as you pay out the money, bless it in some such wise as this: “I bless thee . . . and be thou a blessing! As I pay out this money, I bless it. May it enrich everyone who touches it. The value of this substance I hold in my hand is this day magnified, for I perceive that it is truly a symbol of my heavenly Father’s inexhaustible riches. Go forth, increase, multiply and bring forth fruit and hundredfold!”




  Here is a prayer suggested by R. A. D., in a recent issue of NAUTILUS, to be used in connection with your list of debts:




  

    Father, I thank Thee that thou hast opened the way for me to pay every bill on this list, sending the money for each one before it is due. I place this expense sheet absolutely and unconditionally in Thy hands, and from the depths of a rich consciousness, I thank and praise Thee that the money for each separate item already is provided, awaiting only my claim to bring it into evidence. The glory of Thy radiance shining before me, Infinite Father, has opened the way for my unfailing prosperity and for a success greater than I ever before have experienced. I put from me every thought of limitations or lack and go free to have an abundance of all good.


  




  The right job is the most pressing problem for many people. And you can help yourself or others to that right work through “Treasure Mapping” in the same way that you can bring riches or health or any other good thing.




  The first essential, of course, is to know what you want. What kind of work would you most like to do? What are you best fitted for? What is your ultimate ambition? Get a Scrap Book and paste in it first a picture of yourself. After deciding on the line of work you want to devote yourself to, take inventory of yourself and think in what position you are now fitted to start. Then get a picture from the magazines of someone working in that position, paste it in your Scrap Book, and if you have a snap-shot of yourself that you can substitute for the face in the picture, do so.




  Decide then what is the next position you will be fitted for in the line of work you have adopted, and paste a picture of someone in that position on the next page of your Scrap Book. Fill succeeding pages with logical steps in your progress, right on up to the very top. When you feel that your work will entitle you to a private office, paste in a picture of someone representing yourself seated at a desk in a sumptuously furnished office, with his title lettered on the door or on the side of his desk, and then letter in you name over the title.




  And remember, no one ever got a good job by limiting himself mentally to a poor one. Admit to yourself that you are good. Then let others find it out by the service you give. This is the key to any door you wish to unlock. Yourself PLUS is your fortune. Your affairs PLUS is success.




  Paste over and under and around your pictures such affirmations as these: “God is with me in all that I do.” “If God be for you, who can be against you?” “Know ye not that ye are Gods, sons of the Most High?” What should your situation be like? What is it like in the Divine Mind, in the Eternal Plan? “Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of before you ask Him. Fear not, for it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. All that the Father has is yours, and you are in all ways prospered.” “If ye abide in Me and My words abide unto you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you. For herein is the Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” “With good will, doing service as to the Lord and not to man.” “Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”




  The same principles that help you to a better position will help you to make your business grow and prosper, when you have a business of your own. Many a man has started with practically nothing, and built a fortune, simply by taking God into partnership with him.




  Start your Scrap Book with a picture of yourself and of your business as it is now. Then on each succeeding page, show it growing bigger and better. Picture the service you want to give your customers. Picture thousands of them taking advantage of that service. Picture yourself and your helpers serving even greater numbers, picture your product in the hands of more and more users, picture its manufacture in great volume, its shipping, its sale, everything you can connect with it. And let every picture show progress, growth, expansion. See yourself serving the world.




  Under those pictures, put inspiring affirmations. “I am a partner and co-worker with God.” It is the purpose of the Universal Mind to see men prosper, that they may express more of life, love, happiness and understanding, thus reflecting more of God. Our product is the connecting link between this demand and God’s supply. The need is expanding continually and we have the will and the intelligence to see and meet it. Therefore, there is a continually growing demand for our product, that increases as I realize the spiritual significance of my work and make better products for my customers. It is in my power to make my customers better qualified, through the equipment that I provide, for prosperity and success. I delight in that power. I increase that power by using it for the honor, glory and pleasure of my customers and myself.”




  “Father, this business has to be good, so You handle it for me. I put it and all my affairs lovingly in Your hands, with a child-like faith. That which is for my highest good will come to me. One on God’s side is a majority, and I am together with You, so all things are working together for my good and I am working with them in the wisdom and the power of the Spirit.”




  “God is in control. God is Spirit, good omnipotent. Apart from Him, there is no overcoming power. God is life, love and peace. God’s will now fulfilled in me is abundant work for our business.”




  “The Spirit that multiplied the loaves and fishes for Jesus increases my substance, and I manifest prosperity.”




  But remember to give “good measure” to all, customers and co-workers alike, for “All who joy would win must share it—Happiness was horn a twin.”




  Many who have no business to worry about have homes or pieces of property or whatnot that they wish to sell, and at times this is a problem. Yet it is a problem that lends itself to the same methods outlined above, as you can judge from the following letter dated May 15th, 1940, from one of the subscribers to THE GOD IN YOU:




  

    When I received Robert Collier’s Course THE GOD IN YOU, we were in debt and sometimes wondered what the next meal was to be, even though we owned our cottage and three lots. It seemed we couldn’t get a buyer, nor could we even borrow on the property, even though it was clear, as it was in a run-down neighborhood.




    Since reading the Course, we have sold all St. Louis County property and purchased this 96-acre farm at Belle, paying cash for it and clearing ourselves of debt, as we sold most of the property for cash, a thing we could not have done without the help of THE GOD IN YOU. I believe we are about to see another manifestation of God’s goodness as we have deposits under our ground which may indeed show God’s goodness through riches to us.


  




  The first essential is to BLESS the property you wish to sell. Know that it is a perfect image in the Divine Mind, made for the express purpose of manifesting good to someone, and declare that it is now sold to the right party at the right price.




  Paste a picture of it in your Scrap Book. Think of every possibility for its development, and paste such pictures in your book, too. Show pictures of people looking at similar properties, of a sale being made, of the developments that will take place on it.




  L. C. B. told in a recent issue of UNITY how she put her house “lovingly in the hands of the Father,” then used this affirmation: “You, Christ, will find for us the perfect purchasers, who will love our home as we have loved it and recognize it for theirs and have sufficient cash to pay for it and have it NOW. Only through You are we fully aware of our omnipresent good.” Within a short time, the article states, the house was sold for cash, and at their own price!




  In “Nautilus” sometime ago, there was a similar story, the affirmation used in that case being the following:




  

    God’s loving Presence in all of us brings the right buyer NOW, who will pay the right price for the property and who will make money on the deal, while at the same time I will make money, God’s money, in the selling. Divine Love now multiplies God’s money and His Good to both buyer and seller, so that all shall be satisfied. All things now work together for good to me and to the new buyer of this property. We are the open channels through which Divine Love is now flowing to this property and through it to all the world. All the barriers are now dissolved by Divine Love and my customer comes quickly and gloriously. God is our prosperity here and now. In God I trust and I know that all things work together to manifest the good we desire.


  




  Whatever your problem, whatever your difficulty, you can get guidance if you will seek it. Give the facts to the God in You, ask Him for the solution, then leave the problem with Him and FORGET it in the serene confidence that He can and will find the answer. Never force the issue. Have faith in that God in You, and wait for a leading. “And thine ear shall hear a voice behind thee saying, this is the path; walk ye in it.”




  Our physical senses are able to discern only such objects as are on the same or a lower material plane than ourselves. Our ears, for instance, are attuned to but a few octaves of sound. Those of higher or lower wave lengths are inaudible to us. Yet the radio has taught us that all about us are sounds of music, of laughter, of drama and instruction.




  The same is true with our eyes. We see only those things that are on the median light waves. The air may be full of television pictures, yet with our unaided eyes, we get none of them. Is it therefore so hard to believe that when the servant of the Prophet Elisha was fearful, because of the enemies all around, Elisha prayed and said—“Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw; And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.”




  May not the air around you be just as full of God’s angels? May not Elisha’s advice be just as good today— “Fear not, for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.”




  The Psalmist of old testified, you remember—“I have been young, and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.”




  Paste in your Scrap Book some of those old Biblical pictures of Angels guiding the children of God, of Guardian Angels, and over and under them put such affirmations as these: “God goes before me and opens the way.” “Infinite Wisdom tells me just what to do.” “I thank you, God, that you are here with us, and no matter what happens, we are all right.” “Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day. He will cover thee with his pinions, and under his wings shalt thou take refuge.”




  Grace Crowell had a beautiful little poem along these lines in Unity Weekly:




  

    So often through God’s Holy Book there shines




    Some clear-cut word, some strong and simple phrase




    That gleams like diamonds gathered from deep mines,




    Set polished there to light our earthly days;




    “And God was with the lad.” The words, how brief,




    And yet what vital meaning in their sound,




    As spoken of that ancient child of grief




    Once left to die upon the hot, parched ground.




     




    “And God was with the lad,” One need not look




    For further information; all is told.




    No gifted hand on earth could pen a book




    Of strange biography that would unfold




    With clearer words, nor could it tell as well




    The God-companioned life of Ishmael.


  




  Such affirmations cannot help but bring you peace and serenity. In “Esquire” magazine some time ago there was an article telling about the fear-scent the body gives off, which is exceedingly irritating to any animal that senses it. “It is this fear-scent,” said the article, “which causes dogs to attack people who have not molested them. A dog will respond quickly both in friendship and in training when he is approached without fear, but no one can fool him for a minute with a fearless exterior concealing a quaking heart, for the fear-scent is there.




  

    It is usually the fear that a canoe will tip over that causes the occupant to move suddenly in the wrong direction and thereby upset it. The fear of drowning, when suddenly thrown into the water, causes one to struggle frantically, and incidentally force himself under. It is an interesting scientific fact that a baby, until 24 hours old, can swim. Beyond that, it starts to realize fear and will sink. Fear is really the mental hazard of crossing your bridges before you come to them.


  




  Is it not likely that the strong odor of our “fear-scent” registers on all we come in contact with, even though it be but subconsciously with human beings? Certain it is that when we approach people fearfully, we seem to repel them, for we seldom make a favorable impression, seldom get from them what we want.




  The remedy? To BLESS the Divinity in all we come in contact with. You remember how often Jesus used the greeting—“Peace!” “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.” And to the wind and waves, He bade—“Peace! Be still.” And immediately the storm abated. “Acquaint now thyself with God and be at peace.”




  When trouble threatens in your home or your business, bless all concerned and mentally affirm—“Peace! The love of God is at work here. All of my forces are peaceful and harmonious. There is no resistance in me against the Spirit of God’s peaceful life. Every anxious thought is stilled. Thy mighty confidence and Thy peace enfold me. The Spirit of God fills my mind, and abundance is everywhere manifest.” Then go up to the thing you fear, confidently, serenely. Or if it is something you must do, do it! Once you have lost the fear of it, you will find it easy.




  Evil? There is really no such thing. It is merely the lack of Good. Summon the Good and the evil vanishes. The same is true of enemies. Summon love for them, salute the Divinity in them and bless them, and you will find hate turned to love. Say mentally to the Divinity in those who appear to be your enemies—“I recognize you. You can’t disguise yourself. You are a radiant child of God. God’s creations are all excellent. I bless you in the name of Jesus Christ. Because you are a child of God, you speak the truth and you are ever honest, just and harmonious. My world is filled with splendid people, and I love them all.”




  Be noble, and the nobleness that lies in other men, sleeping but never dead, will rise in majesty to meet thine own. Trust men, and they will be true to you. Treat them greatly, and they will show themselves great.




  Love overcometh, for all motion is cyclic. It circulates to the limits of its possibilities and then returns to its starting point. Thus any unselfish expenditure of energy returns to you laden with gifts. Any unselfish act done for another’s benefit is giving part of yourself. It is an outward flow of power that completes its cycle and returns laden with energy.




  The thoughts that we send forth always return with a harvest of their kind. That which we put into the thought comes back into our life. For our every thought there is a response, a return of the pendulum that we have started swinging. It is Emerson’s Law of Compensation.




  So you can see the wisdom in the dictum—“Into whatsoever house ye enter, first say—‘Peace be to this house!’”




  But do more than bless those you come in contact with. Act the part. Think kindly of them as well.




  

    Believe not each accusing tongue,




    As most weak people do;




    But still believe that story wrong




    Which ought not to be true.


  




  It is as easy to add, you know, as it is to subtract. Love adds. Fear and hatred subtract. You can reinforce your efforts with all the universe through love, as easily as you can separate yourself from everyone through hatred and fear.




  Remember, evil is usually in the eye of the beholder. There is an old poem that depicts this graphically:




  

    Mistress Polly Wittenhouse




    Lived on Whetstone Alley,




    And she was like an angel




    To little orphan Sally,




    And she was like a harlot




    To the lass across the way,




     




    A “good ‘un” to the slavey




    Who made her bed each day.




    And she was like a siren




    With the devil in her eye




    To any roving sailor man




    As he was passing by.




     




    So Mistress Polly Wittenhouse




    Was either good or bad,




    According to the need or greed




    Each of her judges had,




    According as her living




    Threw a shadow on their own.




    





    The sailors flung her kisses




    And the lass she cast a stone.




    And Sally and the slavey




    They prayed for her each night,




    And all of them that judged her




    Knew that they judged her right.


  




  A Scrap Book on Love is probably the most valuable one you can make. Put in it pictures of all your friends, all those you would have for friends. Paste in it pictures of the home of your dreams, of each separate room in it, of the furnishings, of everything about it.




  Put in it every motto of peace and love and happiness you can find. Put in it pictures of children and toys and fireside scenes, dinners and parties and all the intimate happy things you can think of. Love that house and everything about it. Live in it mentally. Believe in it, and before long you will find that you ARE in it in actuality.




  

    God lights the way, no more we grope




    Nor stumble on in troubled hope.




    We sow no seeds of care or strife,




    But those of love and joy and life.




    No more we strive to plan our lot,




    The Father fills our cup, unsought.


  




  Sow the seeds in your Scrap Book and in your life of love and joy and happiness, then leave it to the Father to provide the means of making these seeds grow and bear fruit. “I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gaveth the increase.”




  Remember, the I AM in you is your part of Divinity. Some sage put it—“Whatever the Creator is, I AM.” How often have you said—“I AM poor, I AM sick, I AM ignorant, I AM weak”—and thus fastened these evils upon yourself? You acknowledged a lack of something. What can you build with minus quantities? Only emptiness, void.




  Reverse all that. Whenever you say “I AM,” whenever you thus call upon the God in You, make it something you WANT. “I AM rich. I AM powerful. I AM well and whole and strong. I AM happy. I AM perfect in every way.”




  Make an I AM Scrap Book, with your picture on the first page, then pictures of supermen or genii or whatever your idea of power may be scattered throughout the pages of the book. Put in it pictures of all the things you would like to be and do. And fill it with such affirmations as these:




  

    The Spirit of Prosperity fills my mind and overflows into my affairs. 




    *     *     *




    God is my perfect will; through me it is done. 




    *     *     *




    There is only one Presence and one Power in my life— God, the Good Omnipotent. 




    *     *     *




    God is my inexhaustible source of abundant supply. 




    *     *     *




    The riches of the Spirit now fill my mind and affairs. 




    *     *     *




    I think prosperity. I talk prosperity, and I know that prosperity and success are mine.




     




    If we but touch the garment’s hem,




    Comes power surging through.




    Try—play the part—stretch out your hand,




    Then quiet—wait what comes to you.


  




  God gave man power and dominion over all that is below him. “I said—Ye are Gods, and all of you Sons of the Most High.” “As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.”




  Will YOU receive Him? Will you believe in and accept the power He offers you? “God is able to do abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the Power that worketh in us.” Will you accept His Divine Sonship? Will you BE the God-man you were intended to be? Then cast off all fear of debt and lack and sickness and evil. Live in the world of love and plenty that was intended for you. Use the God-given power that is yours to first visualize the things you want—“In the beginning was the Word,” the mental image, you remember—and then bring those mental images into actuality through your faith and your work.




  Treasure Maps help to re-educate your mind, help you to visualize and hold in thought the images you wish to create. But visualizing and asking God’s guidance is only half the battle. The other half is to make your start, to dig in and DO the first thing necessary towards bringing your desires into actuality.




  The Kingdom of Heaven is the Kingdom of Expansion, but there must be something to expand. You can start a house with a single brick. You can start a fortune with a single dollar. But there must be that brick or that dollar or that first step to put your leaven into before you can make it expand and grow into the perfect structure of your dreams.




  So do the thing, whatever it may be, that is necessary to your start. Make your picture, draw your Treasure Map, then take the first step that may be necessary towards bringing it into actuality. To begin is to be half done. You will be amazed how quickly you will reach your goal.




  

    To every man God gives a gift tonight;




    To king and peasant and to you and me:




    A shining year, clean, white, as crystal clear




    As tropic pools or stars above the sea.




     




    Oh, let us promise all the coming days




    To keep them pure, to keep them ever white!




    As, heaven born, one comes to us each morn,




    God, help us use it wisely in Thy sight.




     




    Whatever task, whatever joy be ours




    Throughout the year that now has scarce begun,




    Let us steadfastly claim in His own name




    The promised presence of the Holy One.




    —Bertha M. Russell


  




  Chapter Two


  The Kingdom of Expansion





   




  Here is a secret of riches and success that has been buried 1,990 years deep.




  Since time began, mankind has been searching for this secret. It has been found—and lost again—a score of times. The Ancients of all races have had some inkling of it, as is proven by the folktales and legends that have come down to us, like the story of Aladdin and his wonderful lamp, or Ali Baba and his “Open Sesame” to the treasure trove.




  Every nation has such legends. Every nation has had its Wise Men, its men of genius and vision who glimpsed the truth that is buried in these old folktales and who understood at least something of how it works.




  But it remained for Jesus to re-discover this secret in its entirety and then to show us clearly, step by step, how we might use it to bring us anything of good we might desire.




  Make no mistake about this: The miracles of Jesus were not something super-natural that could be performed only by Him, else how could He have picked seventy disciples—ordinary men, uneducated, untaught, fishermen, farmers, tax-gatherers and the like—and sent them out two by two to perform miracles and wonders second only to His own so that they returned to Him with joy, saying, “Lord, even the devils are subject to us through Thy name.” How could He have assured us—“The things that I do shall ye do also, and greater things than these shall ye do.” The miracles of Jesus were divinely NATURAL. Instead of being departures from natural law, they were demonstrations of what the law will do for you—if you understand how to use it!




  God does not deal in exceptions. Every force in Nature works along definite, logical lines, in accord with certain principles. These forces will work for anyone who possesses the key to their use, just as Aladdin’s fabled Genie would respond to the call of anyone who rubbed the magic lamp. They can be neglected and allowed to lie idle, they can be used for good or evil, but the laws themselves do not change. It is merely the methods of using them that change.




  An airplane or an automobile would have seemed as great a miracle to the people of Jesus’ day as the curing of a leper. Sending sound waves through the ether, to be picked up by a little box called a radio, would have been as wonderful to our fathers as is the sending of our voice over a beam of light to us today. Yet there is nothing super-natural about either of these. The forces of Nature have always been there, ready for our use. It is our understanding of them that has changed, our knowledge of how to USE them.




  Man in ancient times looked upon the lightning as the wrath of God, just as many deeply religious people look upon poverty and sickness and calamities today in the same way, as visitations of God. Yet man has learned to harness the lightning and make it serve him.




  The laws governing electricity were there all the time, waiting only for the understanding of someone wise enough to show us how to put them to good use. Just so the power to BE and HAVE what you want is right here, needing only for you to learn how it works.




  Nineteen hundred years ago, there came to this earth a Son of Man who proclaimed that His mission was—“That ye might have LIFE, and have it more ABUNDANTLY.”




  NOT, mind you, that you might learn how to die, and thus reach Heaven and a life of comfort, but that you might have LIFE—here and now. Over and over again He told us—“What things soever ye desire ... ye shall have them,” and lest you might think that this referred to some future state, He assured us—“If two of you shall agree ON EARTH as touching anything they shall ask, it shall be done for them.”




  Furthermore, He gave exact instructions as to how to go about getting the things you desire. When you want more of the good things of life, when happiness or success or riches seem to elude you, there is a definite formula for you to use. “Seek ye first the Kingdom of Heaven,” Jesus directed, “and all these things shall be added unto you.”




  “Ah ha!” you say. “There it is. You do have to die and go to Heaven in order to get the good you want.” But Jesus must have anticipated that you might think just that, for He pointed out specifically that the Kingdom of Heaven is not afar off, in the clouds or in the next world. “The Kingdom of Heaven cometh not with observation,” He said. “Neither shall they say, Lo here, lo there! For behold, the Kingdom of Heaven is within you.”




  What Is Heaven?




  That word “Heaven” is perhaps the most misunderstood word in the Bible. In the original Greek text, the word used for “Heaven” is OURANOS, which, translated literally, means EXPANSION. And what is expansion? It is increasing, spreading out, multiplying, is it not? “Seek ye first the Kingdom of EXPANSION, and all these things shall be added unto you.” Seek a place or a state of being where you can expand, grow, increase, multiply, bring forth fruit.





  But we don’t need to seek such a place, for Jesus assured us that the Kingdom of Heaven is already within us. We must therefore look within ourselves for this faculty of expansion.




  Now what, within us, has unlimited power to expand? Our muscles are elastic, our lungs and many of our organs can be expanded to an extent, but none of them can expand greatly without harm to itself and to the body.




  The only thing in this body of ours that can expand without limit is our MIND, our imaging faculties. So Jesus’ advice might be paraphrased—“Seek ye first the Kingdom of Mind, of imagery, and all these things shall be added unto you.”




  That would seem to fit in with Jesus’ own description of what the Kingdom of Heaven is like. “The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field; which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.” “The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until the whole was leavened.”




  What is the property of a mustard seed? It spreads—a single seed will grow into a tree, a single tree will produce enough seeds to plant a great field. And what is the property of leaven or yeast? It expands—in a single night it can expand a hundred times in size.




  Go back over any of the miracles of increase in the Bible and see if they are not all miracles of EXPANSION. How did Elijah make the oil and meal last, so that one measure of oil and a little meal fed him and the widow and her son for an indefinite period? How did Elisha increase the pot of oil for that other widow who came to him to save her sons from bondage, so that she had enough to fill all the vessels she could borrow from her neighbors?




  By EXPANDING them, did they not? And that is how you can increase your substance, your happiness, your every good thing.




  When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, what did He teach them? “Our Father ‘which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” In other words, may the good that you have imaged for me in the Heaven of your consciousness be made manifest here on earth.




  God is MIND, and He dwells in the Kingdom of Mind or Heaven. There—in the mind and thoughts of God— all is good. He images you as perfect, your surroundings pleasant and comfortable, all your ways cast in pleasant places. He does not think up sickness and troubles for you. He images you as His perfect child, happy and care-free, with everything of good that makes life desirable. He is your Father, and what father, even among us here on earth, would plan anything but good for his children? As Jesus reminded us—“What man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him?”




  In short, when you pray . . . “Thy will be done . . .” you are asking that everything of good that the Father has imaged for you in His mind should be made manifest for you here on earth. For His will, like that of every father, is that His children should be contented and happy, that they should have everything that is for their good.




  How can we help to bring this about? By putting our own lives and especially our thoughts on the plane of the Kingdom of Heaven—in other words, by starting here and now to live in that Kingdom of Heaven.




  When you meet evil on its own level, you meet it at a disadvantage. You may overcome it, but only after a terrific struggle. The only sure way to overcome evil is to get above it—to use the Law of the Higher Potential not merely to defeat the evil that confronts you, but to replace it with the perfect condition you desire.




  That is what Jesus bade us do when He told us to “Seek first the Kingdom of Heaven (of expansion, of mind, of the imaging faculties).”




  Seek in your own mind the ideal condition you would have, expand your thoughts to image it in every detail, see it as part of the Kingdom of Heaven, so that you can be thankful for it and praise God for it. See it, believe in it, until you can be happy over it and no longer fearful or worrying about seeming conditions around you.




  In the beginning all was void—space—nothingness. How did God construct the planets, the firmaments, the earth and all things on and in it from this formless void? By first making a mental image on which to build.




  That is what you, too, must do. You control your destiny, your fortune, your happiness to the exact extent to which you can think them out, VISUALIZE them, SEE them, and allow no vagrant thought of fear or worry to mar their completion and beauty. The quality of your thought is the measure of your power. Clear, forceful thought has the power of attracting to itself everything it may need for the fruition of those thoughts. As W. D. Wattles puts it in his “Science of Getting Rich”:




  

    There is a thinking stuff from which all things are made and which, in its original state, permeates, penetrates, and fills the interspaces of the universe. A thought in this substance produces the thing that is imagined by the thought. Man can form things in his thought, and by impressing his thought upon formless substance, can cause the thing he thinks about to be created.


  




  The connecting link between your conscious mind and the Kingdom of Heaven is thought, and every thought that is in harmony with progress and good, every thought that is freighted with the right idea, can penetrate to the Heaven Mind. And penetrating to it, it comes back with the power of God to accomplish it. You don’t need to originate the ways and means. God knows how to bring about any necessary results. There is but one right way to solve any given problem. When your human judgment is unable to decide what that one right way is, turn to the Lord for guidance. You need never fear the outcome, for if you heed His advice you cannot go wrong.




  Always remember—your mind is but a conductor— good or poor as you make it—for the power of the Universal Mind or God. And thought is the connecting energy. Use that conductor, and you will improve its conductivity. Demand much, and you will receive the more. The Lord is not a niggard in any of His gifts. “Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.”




  That is the law of life. And the destiny of man lies not in poverty and hardship, but in living up to his high estate in unity with the Heaven Mind, with the Power that governs the universe.




  To look upon poverty and sickness as sent by God and therefore inevitable, is the way of the weakling. God never sent us anything but good. What is more, He has never yet failed to give to those who would use them the means to overcome any condition not of His making. Sickness and poverty are not of His making. They are not evidences of virtue, but of weakness. God gave us everything in abundance, and he expects us to manifest that abundance. If you had a son you loved very much, and you surrounded him with good things which he had only to exert himself in order to reach, you wouldn’t like it if he showed himself to the world half-starved, ill-kempt and clothed in rags, merely because he was unwilling to exert himself enough to reach for the good things you had provided. No more, in my humble opinion, does God.




  Man’s principal business in life, as I see it, is to establish a contact with the Heaven Mind. It is to acquire an understanding of this power that is in him. “With all thy getting, get understanding,” said Solomon.




  

    Happy is the man that findeth wisdom,




    And the man that getteth understanding.




    For the gaining of it is better than the gaining of silver.




    And the profit thereof than fine gold.




    She is more precious than rubies:




    And none of the things thou canst desire are to be




    compared unto her.




    Length of days is in her right hand:




    In her left hand are riches and honor.




    Her ways are ways of pleasantness,




    And all her paths are peace.




    She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her.




    And happy is every one that retaineth her.




    —Proverbs


  




  When you become conscious, even to a limited degree, of your one-ness with this God Mind, your ability to call upon It at will for anything you may need, it makes a different man of you. Gone are the fears, gone are the worries. You know that your success, your health, your happiness will be measured only by the degree to which you can impress the fruition of your desires upon mind.




  The toil and worry, the wearisome grind and the back-breaking work, will go in the future as in the past to those who will not use their minds. The less they use them, the more they will sweat. And the more they work only from the neck down, the less they will be paid and the more hopeless their lot will become. It is Mind that rules the world.




  You see, from an ordinary earthly point of view, any savage or even many animals are to all intents as good as you or I. They are stronger, have greater vitality, live longer comparatively, and some are surer of their sustenance. The only faculty in which we are their superior is our mind.




  And the only faculty that can make us superior to those around us, that can keep us from being the sport of circumstance and lift us above all danger of want or sickness, is that same mind.




  Why is it that fervent prayer often works what seems to us to be a miracle? Why does Treasure Mapping bring such marvelous results? Because both put us upon the Heaven-plane, the plane where the Father works with us to bring about the object we desire.




  When you pray earnestly, you see in your mind’s eye the condition or result you desire. When you Treasure Map, you picture on paper the condition you want to see realized. And that is exactly how God worked when He created the world. “In the beginning was the word (the mental image).” In the beginning, He formed a picture in His own mind of what He wanted to create. “And the word (the mental image) was made flesh.” It was made manifest, became reality for all to see.




  Your word—your mental image—can be made flesh in the same way. All it needs is to get on the same plane that God is on when He creates—the plane of the Kingdom of Heaven—of imagery and faith. Remember the words of the Psalmist—“In Thy Book, all my members were written, when as yet there was none of them.” And elsewhere in the Scriptures, you find—“The Lord made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew.”




  That is the way you must create the conditions you desire. Create them in your own mind first.




  “The imagination,” says Glenn Clark in “The Soul’s Sincere Desire,” “is of all qualities in man the most Godlike— that which associates him most closely with God. The first mention we read of man in the Bible is where he is spoken of as an ‘image.’ ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’ The only place where an image can be conceived is in the imagination. Thus man, the highest creation of God, was a creation of God’s imagination.




  

    The source and center of all man’s creative power— the power that above all others lifts him above the level of brute creation, and that gives him dominion, is his power of making images, or the power of the imagination. There are some who have always thought that the imagination was something which makes-believe that which is not. This is fancy—not imagination. Fancy would convert that which is real into pretense and sham; imagination enables one to see through the appearance of a thing to what it really is.


  




  There is a very real law of cause and effect which makes the dream of the dreamer come true. It is the law of visualization—the law that calls into being in this outer material world everything that is real in the inner world. Imagination pictures the thing you desire. VISION idealizes it. It reaches beyond the thing that is, into the conception of what can be. Imagination gives you the picture. Vision gives you the impulse to make the picture your own.




   




  Chapter Three


  As a Man Thinketh





   




  We cannot change the past experience, but we can determine what the new ones shall be like. We can make the coming day just what we want it to be. We can be tomorrow what we think today. For the thoughts are causes and the conditions are the effects.




  Thought is the only force. Just as polarity controls the electron, gravitation the planets, tropism the plants and lower animals—just so thought controls the action and the environment of man. And thought is subject wholly to the control of mind. Its direction rests with us.




  Walt Whitman had the right of it when he said— “Nothing external to me has any power over me.”




  Each of us makes his own world—and he makes it through mind.




  Thoughts are the causes. Conditions are merely effects. We can mold ourselves and our surroundings by resolutely directing our thoughts towards the goal we have in mind.




  Ordinary animal life is very definitely controlled by temperature, by climate, by seasonal conditions. Man alone can adjust himself to any reasonable temperature or condition. Man alone has been able to free himself to a great extent from the control of natural forces through his understanding of the relation of cause and effect. And now man is beginning to get a glimpse of the final freedom that shall be his from all material causes when he shall acquire the complete understanding that mind is the only cause and that effects are what he sees.




  “We moderns are unaccustomed,” says one talented writer,




  

    to the mastery over our own inner thoughts and feelings. That a man should be a prey to any thought that chances to take possession of his mind, is commonly among us assumed as unavoidable. It may be a matter of regret that he should be kept awake all night from anxiety as to the issue of a lawsuit on the morrow, but that he should have the power of determining whether he be kept awake or not seems an extravagant demand. The image of an impending calamity is no doubt odious, but its very odiousness (we say) makes it haunt the mind all the more pertinaciously, and it is useless to expel it. Yet this is an absurd position for man, the heir of all the ages, to be in: Hag-ridden by the flimsy creatures of his own brain. If a pebble in our boot torments us, we expel it. We take off the boot and shake it out. And once the matter is fairly understood, it is just as easy to expel an intruding and obnoxious thought from the mind. About this there ought to be no mistake, no two opinions. The thing is obvious, clear and unmistakable. It should be as easy to expel an obnoxious thought from the mind as to shake a stone out of your shoe; and until a man can do that, it is just nonsense to talk about his ascendancy over nature, and all the rest of it. He is a mere slave, and a prey to the bat-winged phantoms that flit through the corridors of his own brain. Yet the weary and careworn faces that we meet by thousands, even among the affluent classes of civilization, testify only too clearly how seldom this mastery is obtained. How rare indeed to find a man! How common rather to discover a creature hounded on by tyrant thoughts (or cares, or desires), cowering, wincing under the lash.




    “It is one of the prominent doctrines of some of the oriental schools of practical psychology that the power of expelling thoughts, or if need be, killing them dead on the spot, must be attained. Naturally the art requires practice, but like other arts, when once acquired there is no mystery or difficulty about it. It is worth practice. It may be fairly said that life only begins when this art has been acquired. For obviously when, instead of being ruled by individual thoughts, the whole flock of them in their immense multitude and variety and capacity is ours to direct and despatch and employ where we list, life becomes a thing so vast and grand, compared to what it was before, that its former condition may well appear almost ante-natal. If you can kill a thought dead, for the time being, you can do anything else with it that you please. And therefore it is that this power is so valuable. And it not only frees a man from mental torment (which is nine-tenths at least of the torment of life), but it gives him a concentrated power of handling mental work absolutely unknown to him before. The two are co-relative to each other.”


  




  There is no intelligence in matter—whether that matter be electronic energy made up in the form of stone, or iron, or wood, or flesh. It all consists of Energy, the universal substance from which Mind forms all material things. Mind is the only intelligence. It alone is eternal. It alone is supreme in the universe.




  When we reach that understanding, we will no longer have cause for fear, because we will realize that Universal Mind is the Creator of life only; that death is not an actuality—it is merely the absence of life—and life will be ever-present. Remember the old fairy story of how the Sun was listening to a lot of earthly creatures talking of a very dark place they had found? A place of Stygian blackness. Each told how terrifically dark it had seemed. The Sun went and looked for it. He went to the exact spot they had described. He searched everywhere. But he could find not even a tiny dark spot. And he came back and told the earth-creatures he did not believe there was any dark place.




  When the sun of understanding shines on all the dark spots in our lives, we will realize that there is no cause, no creator, no power, except good; evil is not an entity—it is merely the absence of good. And there can be no ill effects without an evil cause. Since there is no evil cause, only good can have reality or power. There is no beginning or end to good. From it there can be nothing but blessing for the whole race. In it is found no trouble. If God (or Good—the two are synonymous) is the only cause, then the only effect must be like the cause. “All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was made.”




   




  Chapter Four


  The Master of Your Fate





   




  Orison Swett Marden wrote—“A highly magnetized piece of steel will attract and lift a piece of unmagnetized steel ten times its own weight. De-magnetize that same piece of steel and it will be powerless to attract or lift even a feather’s weight.




  

    Now, my friends, there is the same difference between the man who is highly magnetized by a sublime faith in himself, and the man who is de-magnetized by his lack of faith, his doubts, his fears, that there is between the magnetized and the de-magnetized pieces of steel. If two men of equal ability, one magnetized by a divine self-confidence, the other de-magnetized by fear and doubt, are given similar tasks, one will succeed and the other will fail. The self-confidence of the one multiplies his powers a hundred-fold; the lack of it subtracts a hundredfold from the power of the other.




    When Frank A.Vanderlip, former President of the National City Bank, was a struggling youngster, he asked a successful friend what one thing he would urge a young man to do who was anxious to make his way in the world. “Look as though you have already succeeded,” his friend told him. Shakespeare expresses the same thought in another way—“Assume a virtue if you have it not.” Look the part. Dress the part. Act the part. Be successful in your own thought first. It won’t be long before you will be successful before the world as well.




    David V. Bush, in his book “Applied Psychology and Scientific Living,” says: “Man is like the wireless operator. Man is subject to miscellaneous wrong thought currents if his mind is not in tune with the Infinite, or if he is not keyed up to higher vibrations than those of negation.


  




  A man who thinks courageous thoughts sends these courageous thought waves through the universal ether until they lodge in the consciousness of someone who is tuned to the same courageous key. Think a strong thought, a courageous thought, a prosperity thought, and these thoughts will be received by someone who is strong, courageous and prosperous.




  It is just as easy to think in terms of abundance as to think in terms of poverty. If we think poverty thoughts we become the sending and receiving stations for poverty thoughts. We send out a “poverty” mental wireless and it reaches the consciousness of some poverty-stricken “receiver.” We get what we think.




  It is just as easy to think in terms of abundance, opulence and prosperity as it is to think in terms of lack, limitation and poverty.




  

    If a man will raise his rate of vibration by faith currents or hope currents, these vibrations go through the Universal Mind and lodge in the consciousness of people who are keyed to the same tune. Whatever you think is sometime, somewhere, received by a person who is tuned to your thought key.




    If a man is out of work and he thinks thoughts of success, prosperity, harmony, position and growth, just as surely as his thoughts are things—as Shakespeare says—someone will receive his vibrations of success, prosperity, harmony, position and growth.




    If we are going to be timid, selfish, penurious and picayunish in our thinking, these thought waves which we have started in the universal ether will go forth until they come to a mental receiving station of the same caliber. “Birds of a feather flock together,” and minds of like thinking are attracted one to the other.




    If you need money, all you have to do is to send up your vibrations to a strong, courageous receiving station, and someone who can meet your needs will be attracted to you or you to him.


  




  When you learn that you are entitled to win—in any right undertaking in which you may be engaged—you will win. When you learn that you have a right to a legitimate dominion over your own affairs, you will have dominion over them. The promise is that we can do all things through the Mind that was in Christ.




  The Heaven Mind plays no favorites. No one human being has any more power than any other. It is simply that few of us use the power that is in our hands. The great men of the world are in no wise SUPER Beings. They are ordinary creatures like you and me, who have stumbled upon the way of drawing upon their subconscious mind—and through it upon the God Mind. Speaking of Henry Ford’s phenomenal success, his friend Thomas A. Edison said of him—“He draws upon his subconscious mind.”




  The secret of being what you have it in you to be is simply this: Decide now what it is you want of life, exactly what you wish your future to be. Plan it out in detail. Vision it from start to finish. See yourself as you are now, doing those things you have always wanted to do Make them REAL in your mind’s eye—feel them, live them, believe them, especially at the moment of going to sleep, when it is easiest to reach your subconscious mind—and you will soon be seeing them in real life.




  It matters not whether you are young or old, rich or poor. The time to begin is NOW. It is never too late. Remember those lines of Appleton’s:*




  [* From “The Quiet Courage.” D. Appeleton & Co., New York.]




  

    I knew his face the moment that he passed




    Triumphant in the thoughtless, cruel throng—




    I gently touched his arm—he smiled at me—




    He was the Man that Once I Meant to Be!




     




    Where I had jailed, he’d won from life, Success;




    Where I had stumbled, with sure feet he stood;




    Alike—yet unalike—we faced the world,




    And through the stress he found that life was good.




    And I? The bitter wormwood in the glass,




    The shadowed way along which failures pass!




    Yet as I saw him thus, joy came to me—




    He was the Man that Once I Meant to Be!




     




    We did not speak. But in his sapient eyes




    I saw the spirit that had urged him on,




    The courage that had held him through the fight




    Had once been mine. I thought, “Can it be gone?”




    He felt that unmasked question—felt it so




    His pale lips formed the one-word answer, “No!”




     




    Too late to win? No! Not too late for me—




    He is the Man that Still I Mean to Be!


  




  The secret of power lies in understanding the infinite resources of your own mind. When you begin to realize that the power to do anything, to be anything, to have anything, is within yourself, then and then only will you take your proper place in the world.




  As Bruce Barton put it—“Nothing splendid has ever been achieved except by those who dared believe that something inside them was superior to circumstance.”




   




  Chapter Five


  The Master Mind





   




  The connecting link between the human and the Divine, between the formed universe and formless energy, lies in your imagining faculty. It is, of all things human, the most God-like. It is our part of Divinity. Through it we share in the creative power of the Heaven Mind. Through it we can turn the most drab existence into a thing of life and beauty. It is the means by which we avail ourselves of all the good which God is constantly offering to us in such profusion. It is the means by which we can reach any goal, win any prize.




  Do you want happiness? Do you want success? Do you want position, power, riches? Image them! How did God first make man? “In his image created He him.” He “imaged” man in His Mind.




  And that is the way everything has been made since time began. It was first imaged in Mind. That is the way everything you want must start—with a mental image.




  So use your imagination! Picture in it your Heart’s Desire. Imagine it—day-dream it so vividly, so clearly, that you will actually BELIEVE you HAVE it. In the moment that you carry this conviction to your subconscious mind— in that moment your dream will become a reality. It may be a while before you realize it, but the important part is done. You have created the model. You can safely leave it to your subconscious mind to do the rest.




  Every man wants to get out of the rut, to grow, to develop into something better. Here is the open road—open to you whether you have schooling, training, position, wealth or not. Remember this: Your subconscious mind knew more from the time you were a baby than is in all the books in all the colleges and libraries of the world.




  So don’t let lack of training, lack of education, hold you back. Your mind can meet every need—and will do so if you give it the chance. The Apostles were almost all poor men, uneducated men, yet they did a work that is unequalled in historical annals. Joan of Arc was a poor peasant girl, unable to read or write—yet she saved France! The pages of history are dotted with poor men, uneducated men, who thought great thoughts, who used their imaginations to master circumstances and became rulers of men. Most great dynasties started with some poor, obscure man. Napoleon came of a poor, humble family. He got his appointment to the Military Academy only through very hard “work and the pulling of many political strings. Even as a Captain of Artillery he was so poverty-stricken that he was unable to buy his equipment when offered an appointment to India. Business today is full of successful men who have scarcely the rudiments of ordinary education. It was only after he had made his millions that Andrew Carnegie hired a tutor to give him the essentials of an education.




  So it isn’t training and it isn’t education that make you successful. These help, but the thing that really counts is that gift of the Gods—Creative Imagination!




  You have that gift. Use it! Make every thought, every fact, that comes into your mind pay you a profit. Make it work and produce for you. Think of things—not as they are but as they MIGHT be. Make them real, live and interesting. Don’t merely dream—but CREATE! Then use your imagination to make that CREATION of advantage to mankind—and, incidentally, yourself.




  Get above your circumstances, your surroundings. Get above your troubles—no matter what they may be. Remember, the Law is that Power flows only from a higher to the lower potential. Use your imaging faculty to put yourself and keep yourself on a higher plane, above trouble and adversity. “Circumstances?” exclaimed Napoleon when at the height of his power. “I make circumstances!” And that is what you too must do.




  

    “As the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”




    —Isaiah.


  




  Do You Have Money Worries?




  Say to yourself and believe—“There is no lack in the Kingdom of Heaven.” Then make a Treasure Map as suggested in The Magic Word, showing all the riches and supply you may long for. All this must start, you know with an idea, a mental image.




  “All that the Father hath is mine,” said Jesus. And all that the Father hath is yours, too, for all He has to begin with is IDEAS, mental images, and you can create these as easily as He. Make your mental image of the thing you want, picture it on paper in so far as you can to make it more real and vivid to you, then have FAITH!




  Faith starts you DOING the things you need to do to bring your ideas into realities. Faith brings to you the opportunities and people and things you need to make your images realities.




  All that the Father hath is yours—all the ideas, all the mental images, all the power to make them manifest.




  Do you want riches? They are yours for the making. The ancient Alchemists who spent their lives trying to turn base metals into gold were trying and working from the bottom up. Power does not flow that way. You must start ABOVE the thing you want, working from the higher potential to the lower.




  Riches, health, happiness, power, all are yours if you work for them in the right way—if you make them yours in Heaven first and then use your faith and your abilities to make them manifest here on earth.




  “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven,” God’s will for you is for riches, for happiness, for health. If you haven’t these now, deny the lack. Deny the wrong conditions. Say to yourself—“There is no lack in Heaven. There is no disease there, no weakness, no trouble or conflict, no worries of any kind. There is only love and plenty.”




  Then take your beliefs out of the images around you, which are merely the result of your previous belief objectified and put all your faith, all your hopes, all your strength and abilities into making your new Heaven images come true.




  You CAN do it. But you must believe so firmly that you can actually ACT the part. As the Prophet Noel told us “Let the weak say—I am strong!” And the poor say, I am rich. And the sick say, I am well. And the miserable say, I am happy. Say it, repeat it until you believe it—then ACT the part!




  In one of Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Martian stories, he told of a great walled city that had outlived its usefulness and was now peopled by only a few old men. But every time an invading army appeared before this city, it was driven away by hordes of archers that manned every foot of the walls and even swarmed out through the gates to meet the enemy in the open. When the enemy fled, the archers disappeared!




  Where did the archers come from? According to the story, they came entirely from the minds of the old men who still lived in that almost-deserted city. These old men remembered the huge armies that had garrisoned the town in its heyday. They remembered former invasions when their soldiers had repelled every assault and then dashed out through the gates and swept the invaders into the sea. And by gathering together and visualizing those mighty armies of theirs as once more existent, they brought them into being so that their enemies too could see them and be driven into flight by them.




  Does that sound far-fetched? Then remember that you have only to go back to the Bible to find a parallel. Just turn to II Kings, Chapter 6, and you will read how the King of Syria sent his horses and chariots and a great host to capture the Prophet Elisha, and how in the night they compassed him around.




  

    And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master, what shall we do?




    And he answered, Fear not! For they that be with us are more than they that be with them.




    And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire around Elisha.


  




  Again, when the High Priest sent his soldiers to seize Jesus, and Peter struck one of the soldiers with his sword, Jesus rebuked him, saying: “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more than twelve legions of angels?”




  The mountains can be full of chariots of fire for you, too. The Father can send to your help as many legions of angels as you may need. All it requires is the power to visualize what you want, the faith to believe that you receive, the serenity to sit back and LET God work through you.




  

    However meager be my worldly wealth,




    Let me give something that shall aid my kind,




    A word of courage, or a thought of health,




    Dropped as I pass for troubled hearts to find.




    Let me tonight look back across the span




    ‘Twixt dawn and dark, and to my conscience say—




    Because of some good act to beast or man—




    The world is better that I lived today.




    —Ella Wheeler Wilcox


  




  The Law of Financial Success




  By Edward E. Beals




  Introduction




  





  “The Law of Financial Success!" To some this title may appear presumptuous, and indicative of an overweening vanity on the part of a writer who wishes to impress upon the world the belief that his ideas and opinions regarding the subject of Financial Success are of such transcendent value as to be worthy of the appellation of The Law. Patience, patience, good friends, the author has no such bumptious conceit—no such vainglory. He is not attempting to frame a law; not seeking to impose upon the world a set code of conduct, emanating from his finite mind, and claiming for it the authority of a Law. Nay, nay, he has learned to smile at such exhibitions of folly on the part of some so-called thinkers of our times, and begs to be absolved from the suspicion of such childish desire or intent.




  He does not wish to pose as the formulator, discoverer, or enunciator of a new Law. He knows that any Law, to be really a LAW, must rest upon the eternal foundations of Reality, and cannot be created, made, or formed by the finite mind of man. And, so, good friends, he does not claim to have made, created or formed this great Universal Law to the consideration of which this little book is devoted. It is not his mental offspring, but a great, eternal, universal Law of Life, which springs from the source of all Laws of Life. In fact, it is an integral part and portion of the One Great Law underlying all Life, and fits into those other Natural Laws, which, when combined in an Universal Harmony, form the outward manifestation of the Great Law underlying, inherent in, and manifesting in all that we call Life.




  “But,” you may ask, “is there then really a fundamental Law underlying that which we call Financial Success? Is there a Law which if once discovered, understood and practiced, will enable one to accomplish that for which this great modern world is so strenuously striving, toiling and desiring? Is there a Law, which, when operated will make one the master of Financial Success, instead of a mere blind groper after its fruits? Is, indeed, Financial Success the result of the operations of a Law, instead of the operation of mere luck, chance, or accident?”




  Ah, yea, good friends, all this that you seek comes only from the application and operation of a great Law, which the successful men and women of the world make use of either consciously or unconsciously. And this great Law is as well defined as is any other Natural Law, and when grasped and understood may be practiced and operated just as may any of its related Laws on other planes of universal activity. There is no such thing in Nature as blind chance, accident, or uncaused lack. Everything in Nature operates in accordance with Law. Law underlies everything. You may doubt this, but stop a moment and try to think of anything in our finite world that is not the effect of some cause. A great stone is dislodged and rolls down the mountain side, striking a tree which it uproots and sends rolling down into a stream which is dammed up, causing a flood that sweeps away a fertile field, and so on, and on, effect succeeding effect. Was all this mere blind chance? Not at all. The stone was dislodged in response to the operation of causes that had been at work for centuries disintegrating the stone, and which caused the boulder to become dislodged exactly at the moment when the inherent power of the Cause reached that particular stage. There was no more chance in the dislodgment of the stone than there was in the striking of a clock that had been wound up a day, or a week, or a year before. It was all the result of invariable and consistent Law. And so was the direction of the stone's fall; and all the succeeding incidents.




  But mark you this, had some Man been able to discover and understand the Law in operation in that latent power inherent in the stone, he would have been able to prevent the stone striking the tree and causing all the resulting damage; and he might, and would have been able to divert the stone from its path of damage, and turn it into some place in which it would have done no harm, and in which he could have broken it into bits at his leisure, and thus secured building stone for the foundation of his cottage, or the material from which a hard roadbed could have been made. The Law behind the stone was always there, and was consistent in its operation, and yet Man, by the power of his mind could have turned the Law into his own channels and converted it to his use. He could have made a servant and a slave of this Universal Law, instead of allowing it to master him, and become his tyrant; for in this way has man mastered the forces of Gravitation Steam, Hydraulics and Electricity, which once mastered him.




  Thus has Man risen from savagery and barbarism into what he is today. And thus will he advance from what he is today into what he will become in the days to come—a creature as much superior to Man of today as the latter is superior to the barbarian. The story of Man's Attainment may be expressed in these words: “The subjugation and mastery of Nature's forces,” And so it will ever be. Man first is mastered and operated upon by Nature's forces. Then he discovers the Law underlying these forces. Then he harnesses the force, and makes it work his will. As the great English scientist Ray Lankester has recently declared in his works: “Man is held to be a part of Nature, a product of the definite and orderly evolution which is universal; a being resulting from and driven by the one great nexus of mechanism which we call Nature. He stands alone, face to face with the relentless mechanism. It if his destiny to understand and control it.”




  “But,” you may object, “this is all very well, and undoubtedly true of the physical forces of Nature, but financial Success cannot be classed with these forces. Why, it is purely a latter-day development, and cannot be identified with the great Natural forces of which you have spoken.”




  Patience, again, good friends! As we proceed you shall see that the Law of Financial Success is a part and parcel of the Great Law of Use and Nourishment which is in operation all through animal and vegetable life. It is the same Law that manifests in the form of the securing of food by the animal, the securing of nourishment by the plant. Nay, more, it is the same Law by and through which Nature operates when it causes the atom of oxygen to attract to itself the two atoms of hydrogen in order to form the molecule of water. Water all over the world is composed of just these two substances, combined in just this proportion. The atom of oxygen has the power to operate the great Law of Attraction and Use, upon the two atoms of hydrogen, and when it draws them to itself, the tiny globule of water results.




  The oxygen needs the hydrogen to accomplish its life mission; the plant needs the drop of water to accomplish its life mission; and the animal needs the plant to accomplish its life mission. And modern man needs Financial Success to accomplish his life's mission. And each one draws to itself that which it needs in proportion to its use of the Law. The same Law in its various forms is in operation everywhere in the same way.




  But in the chemical, mineral, vegetable and animal worlds, the desire which prompts the attraction, and the will which manifests the desire, are unconsciously exerted. With man, it is different, he has developed consciousness, and to live his full life, and to accomplish his manifest destiny he must use that consciousness in discovering, understanding and availing himself of the natural forces inherent in the Law.




  And this is why this little book has been written—to point out; first the existence of the Law of Financial Success; second, to lead you to an understanding of it; and third, to give you the result of the experience of successful men in the direction of operating the Law. And now, to “sum up” this introduction, as our legal friends would say, the writer asks you to consider the following propositions:




  All progress, whether physical, mental, moral, spiritual or financial, is based upon Law. And he who wins success in any line does so because he has followed the Law or LawS pertaining to his business, whether he does it consciously or unconsciously.




  Some of our great “Captains of Industry,” who have won marvelous successes in financial affairs (though they may have failed as moral or spiritual beings), have won their great success along this line because they, consciously or unconsciously, have discovered the underlying Law, and by concentrating upon it alone, to the exclusion of everything else in life, have manifested the operation of the Law to an almost abnormal degree.




  What most of us want is “all 'round” success, but what we must remember is that no one can be an “all 'round” success without Financial Independence. No matter how much good a person may want to do, he is handicapped by a lack of money. All the air-castles that he has built; all the beautiful plans that he has created: all the cherished desires to do good—all go unfulfilled because there is no money with which to complete them. Before these air-castles can become real buildings; before these plans can become realities; before these great desires can be fulfilled; before any of these great things can be manifested into living realities—the Law must be seen, understood, and put into conscious operation. And the purpose of this little book is to tell you How to Do It!




  For several years the writer has seen the need, among advanced thought circles, of a book filling this want. In his own life he has found that Financial Success is not a matter of grind, and rush, and fight and struggle. It is a matter of getting into harmony with the Law, and then following that Law to its logical conclusion. In this little book he will place this information and the result of his experience. In it he will state the Law—how to get in harmony with it—and what to do to keep in the closest touch with it.




  This book is no magic potion to be swallowed with wonderful results—it is, instead, a plain statement of the Law, so that all who run may read, and then act. And he who acts will win success, because he is following the Law that has been laid down from time immemorial. Whether rich or poor, successful or unsuccessful—it matters not— this book will be of great value to you. If you are a natural money-maker, you must have been using this Law unconsciously, and in such case this book will enable you to do consciously that which you have been partly doing unconsciously. If you are unsuccessful, and money seems not to be attracted by or to you, this book will guide your thought and actions into proper channels where you will be able to manifest the Law and thus get the highest possible results.




  And, now that you have been told of the feast of good things ahead of you, draw up your chair to the table and partake of what nourishing food has been provided in the following pages. After all, you know, “the proof of the pudding lies in the eating thereof,” and so fall to and taste that which has been gathered together for your mental, physical and financial well-being. And now, while you are filling your plates, the writer proposes the opening toast, to be drunk in Nature's sparkling fluid: “Here's to you—may you live long and prosper by following the Law of Financial Success!”




  Money




  





  There is no idea that seems so much misunderstood as this idea of “Money.” On the one hand we find many people engaged in a mad chase after “money for moneys sake,” and on the other hand, many others who are decrying money as the root of all evil, and severely criticizing the tendency of the age to seek money actively. Both of these classes of people are wrong—they are occupying the opposite sides of the road of reason, whereas truth is found here, as always, “in the middle of the road.”




  The man who seeks money at a thing of value in itself—the man who worships money at a very god— such a man is a fool, for he is mistaking the symbol for the reality. And, likewise, the man who decries the pursuit and desire for money as a foul, evil thing—he who would make of money a devil—this man is likewise a fool. The wise man is he who sees money as a symbol of something else behind, and who is not deluded by mistaking the shadow for the substance, either for good or evil. The wise man makes neither a god nor a devil of money—he sees it as a symbol of almost everything that man may obtain from the outside world, and he respects it as such. He sees, while it is true that avarice and greed are detestable and hurtful qualities of mind, still the lack of the proper desire for, and striving after money, makes of man a creature devoid of all that makes life worth the living.




  When the sane man desires money, he really desires the many things that money will purchase. Money is the symbol of nearly everything that is necessary for man's wellbeing and happiness. With it he opens the door to all sorts of opportunities, and without it he can accomplish practically nothing, Money is the tool with which man may carve many beautiful things, and without the aid of which he is helpless. Money is but the concentrated essence of things desired, created and established by society in its present stage of development. There have been times in which there was no money—there may be times coming in which the race will have passed beyond the need of money as the symbol of exchange and possession—but, be this as it may, the fact remains that now, right here in the beginning of the Twentieth Century, there in nothing that is so necessary for man's well-being and content as this much-abused money.




  Remember this, first, last and all the tune, that when I say, “man needs money,” I mean that he needs the many things that money will purchase for him. And for one to decry the desire for money is for him to decry the desire for nearly all the good and desirable things of life. As a recent writer has said: “Unless a man acquires money, then shall he not eat; nor be clothed; nor have shelter; nor books; nor music; nor anything else that makes life worth living for one who thinks and feels.”




  The people who decry the desire for money are generally those who have found themselves lacking in the qualities that tend to attract money; or else those who are in possession of money that has been inherited, or is otherwise acquired without the labor, excitement or satisfaction of having been made by themselves. With the first mentioned class it is a case of “sour grapes”; with the second it is financial dyspepsia, which has left the victim devoid of a normal appetite.




  In spite of the loud cries and protests of our long-haired brothers and short-haired sisters—so-called “reformers”—money is still necessary in order that man may have the necessities of life, as well as a few luxuries. We cannot live on beautiful theories, but must have bread and batter, and potatoes, and sometimes a piece of cake or pie— and it takes money to get them. Money means freedom, independence, liberty, and the ability to do great good, as well as great evil. It means the opportunity to carry out great plant and to fulfill great ideals. It means the filling in of those mental pictures that we have sketched out in our minds. It means the chance of materializing those airy “Castles in Spain” that we have dwelt upon in moments of hopeful ecstasy. Ah, yes, money is the wizard, able and willing to work wonders. It is, indeed, the genie who can and will do its master's bidding.




  I hold that in the present stage of evolution of man, money is to mankind what air, water, sunshine and mother-earth are to the plant—it is nourishment. And, as in the plant, the desire for nourishment is a natural and worthy instinct, so is the desire for this financial nourishment in man a perfectly natural and worthy instinct—it is the working of the same natural law. And, mark you this, that as the desire of the plant is a natural indication of the existence of the nourishment-need, so is this desire in the breast of man a certain indication of the possibility of its satisfaction and attainment, if natural laws are but followed. Nature is no mocker—it causes no desire to spring up in a living thing, unless it also endows that living thing with the faculties and powers to attain that which it craves. A realization of this great natural law will do many of my readers much good just now.




  But note this, also, nature does not encourage the hoarding up of anything for the mere sake of acquisition. It punishes this error severely. The Law of Use underlies all of nature's instinctive cravings. It desires that the living thing shall draw to itself the nourishment and material it needs, in order to use it. And this desire for money on the part of man is governed by this same law—the Law of Use. Nature wishes you to desire money—to attract it to you—to possess and acquire it—and lastly, and most important of all, to use it. By using money, and keeping it working and in action, you will fall in line with the workings of this great Law of Use. By falling in with this Law, you work in harmony with the great natural forces and purposes. You bring yourself into harmony with the Cosmic Plan, instead of opposing it, and when man so brings himself into harmony with the natural forces around him, he reduces friction and receives the reward that comes to all living things that work with, instead of against, the Law.




  So, friends, in closing this chapter, I would say to you: Be not afraid, but assert the desirability of the possession and use of money: recognize that it is your natural right to possess it, just as it is the natural right of the plant to sunshine, light and air. And do more than this—it belongs to you—demand it of the Law, just as does the plant.




  Cease all this talk of the beauty of poverty, and the joy of the humble—you know that in the bottom of your heart you do not mean a word of it You know that you are just saying these things because you are afraid that you cannot have that which you want. Throw off this mask of hypocrisy, and self-deception, and stand out in the open like a man, throwing your head up and looking the world in the face, saying, “Yes, I do desire Money; I want it and I want it earnestly, and through the Law I demand it as my rightful inheritance—and I'm going to get it, beginning right now!”




  Throw off the shackles of the slave, and assert your freedom. Assert your own mastery of that which is your own. Don't be afraid to assert what you want, and to see it clearly ahead of you—then march straight onward to the mark, without turning to the right, or to the left, without fear or favor, without flinching or fouling—straight to the mark which is called Financial Success! For in that goal, alone, may you find that for which you seek—that which your heart desires.




  Mental Attitude




  





  You remember the saying of the sacred writer: “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” A truer statement never was uttered. For every man or woman is what he or she is, by reason of what he or she has thought. We have thought ourselves into what we are. One's place in life is largely determined by his Mental Attitude.




  Mental Attitude is the result of the current of one's thoughts, ideas, ideals, feelings, and beliefs. You are constantly at work building up a Mental Attitude, which is not only making your character but which is also having its influence upon the outside world, both in the direction of your effect upon other people, as well as your quality of attracting toward yourself that which is in harmony with the prevailing mental state held by you. Is it not most important, then, that this building should be done with the best possible materials—according to the best plan—with the best tools?




  The keynote of this chapter is: “A positive Mental Attitude Wins Financial Success.” Before going any further, let us define the word “Positive” and its opposite, “Negative,” and then see how the former wins success and the latter attracts failure. In the sense in which I use the terms, “Positive” means Confident Expectation, Self-Confidence, Courage, Initiative, Energy, Optimism, Expectation of Good, not Evil— of Wealth, not Poverty—Belief in Oneself and in the Law, etc., etc.; “Negative” means Fear, Worry, Expectation of Undesirable Things, Lack of Confidence in Oneself and the Law, etc., etc.




  In the first place Mental Attitude tends towards success by its power in the direction of “making us over” into individuals possessing qualities conducive to success. Many people go through the world bemoaning their lack of the faculties, qualities or temperament that they instinctively recognize an active factors in the attainment of success. They see others possessing these desirable qualities moving steadily forward to their goal, and they also feel if they themselves were but possessed of these same qualities they, too, might attain the same desirable results. Now, so far, their reasoning is all right—but they do not go far enough. They fail here because they imagine that since they have not the desired qualities at the moment, they can never expect to possess them. They regard their minds as something that once fixed and built can never be improved upon, repaired, rebuilt, or enlarged. Right here is where the majority of people “fall down,” to use the expressive although slangy words of the day.




  As a matter of fact, the great scientific authorities of the present time distinctly teach that a man by diligent care and practice, may completely change his character, temperament, and habits. He may kill out undesirable traits of character, and replace them by new and desirable traits, qualities and faculties. The brain is now known to be but the instrument and tool of something called Mind, which uses the brain as its instrument of expression.




  And the brain is also now known to be composed of millions of tiny cells, the majority of which are not in use. It is also known that if one turns his attention and interest in certain directions, the unused cells in the area of his brain which is the center of such subject, will be stimulated into action and will begin to manifest actively. Not only this, but the stimulated sections of cells will begin also to actively manifest their reproductive qualities, and new brain cells will be evolved, grown and developed in order to furnish proper mental tools with which to manifest the new desires, qualities and feelings pressing forward for expression.




  Scientific Character Building is not a mere idle theory, but a live, vital, actual, practical fact, being put into operation in the psychological laboratories of the country, and by thousands of private individuals all over the world who are rapidly “making themselves over” by this method. And the prevailing Mental Attitude is the pattern upon which the brain cells build. If you can but grasp this truth you have the key to success in your hands.




  Now, let us consider the second phase of the action of Mental Attitude toward Financial Success. I allude to the effect upon others of one's Mental Attitude. Did you ever stop long enough to think that we are constantly giving other people suggestive impressions of ourselves and qualities? Do you not know that, if you go about with the Mental Attitude of Discouragement, Fear, Lack of Self-Confidence, and all the other Negative qualities of mind, other people are sure to catch the impression and govern themselves toward you accordingly?




  Let a man come into your presence for the purpose of doing business with you and if he lack confidence in himself and in the things he wishes to sell you, you will at once catch his spirit and will feel that you have no confidence in him or the things he if offering. You will catch his mental atmosphere at once, and he will suffer thereby. But let this same man fill himself up with thoughts, feelings, and ideals of Enthusiasm, Success, Self-Confidence, Confidence in his proposition, etc., and he will fairly radiate success toward you, and you will unconsciously “take stock” in him and interest in his goods, and the chances are that you will be willing and glad to do business with him.




  Do you not know men who radiate Failure, Discouragement and “I Can't”? Are you not affected by their manifested Mental Attitude to their hurt? And, on the other hand, do you not know men who are so filled with Confidence, Courage, Enthusiasm, Fearlessness, and Energy, that the moment you come into their presence, or they into yours, you at once catch their spirit, and respond thereto? I contend that there is an actual atmosphere surrounding each of these men—which if you are sensitive enough you can feel—one of repulsion, and the other of attraction. And further, that these atmospheres are the result of the constant daily thought of these men or the Mental Attitude of each toward life. Think over this a bit, and you will see at once just how the Law works.




  The third phase of the action of Mental Attitude towards Financial Success may be called the working of the Law of Attraction. Now, without Attempting to advance any wild theories, I still most assert that all thinking, observing men have noticed the operation of a mental Law of Attraction, whereby “like attracts like.”




  Avoiding all theories on the subject, I state the general principle that a man's Mental Attitude acts a magnet, attracting to him the things, objects, circumstances, environments, and people in harmony with that Mental Attitude. If we think Success firmly and hold it properly before as, it tends to build up a constant Mental Attitude which invariably attracts to us the things conducive to its attainment and materialization. If we hold the ideal of Financial Success—in short, Money—our Mental Attitude will gradually form and crystallize the money ideal. And the things pertaining to Money—people calculated to help us win Money—circumstances tending to bring us Money—opportunities for making Money—in fact, all sorts of Money-things—will be attracted toward us.




  You think this visionary talk, do you? Well, then, just make a careful study of any man who has attained Financial Success and see whether or not his prevailing attitude is not that of expectation of money. He holds the Mental Attitude as an ideal, and he is constantly realizing that ideal.




  Fix your mind firmly upon anything, good or bad in the world, and you attract it to you or are attracted to it in obedience to the Law. You attract to you the things you expect, think about and hold in your Mental Attitude. This is no superstitious idea, but a firmly established, scientific, psychological fact.




  To further illustrate the workings of the above Law, “like attracts like,” and “birds of a feather flock together,” I might here present the theory which of late has been the subject of much discussion among noted psychologists, i.e., that there are thought currents in the mental realm just as there are air currents in the atmosphere, and ocean currents in the seas. For instance, there are thought currents of vice and others of virtue; thought currents of fear and others of courage; thought currents of hate and others of love; thought currents of poverty and others of wealth. And, further than this, the person who thinks and talks and expects poverty is drawn into the poverty thought currents of the world and attracts to himself others who think and talk along the same lines; and vice versa: the person who thinks, talks and expects wealth and prosperity attracts, or is attracted to, people of wealth and comes, in time, to share their prosperity with them. I am not trying to champion this theory, but if it should be true it behooves each one of us to watch our thought and talk, getting rid of the poverty thought, and in its place substituting the wealth and prosperity thought.




  Sweep out from the chambers of your mind all these miserable negative thoughts like “I can't,” “That's just my luck,” “I knew I'd do it,” “Poor me,” etc., and then fill up the mind with the positive, invigorating, helpful, forceful, compelling ideals of Success, Confidence, and expectation of that which you desire; and just as the steel filings fly to the attraction of the magnet, so will that which you need fly to you in response to this great natural principle of mental action—the Law of Attraction. Begin this very moment and build up a new ideal—that of Financial Success—see it mentally— expect it—demand it! This is the way to create it in your Mental Attitude.




  Fear and Worry




  





  The great negative note in the lives of most people is Fear. Fear is the mother of all the negative emotions, and her brood is found clustering very closely around her. Worry, Lack of Confidence, Bashfulness, Irresolution, Timidity, Depression, and all the rest of the negative brood of feelings and emotions are the progeny of Fear. Without Fear none of these minor emotions or feelings would exist. By killing off the parent of this possible brood of mental vampires, you escape the entire coming generations of negative thoughts, and thus keep your Mental Attitude garden free from these pests and nuisances.




  Fear and the emotions that come from its being do more to paralyze useful effort, good work, and finely thought-out plans, than aught else known to man. It is the great hobgoblin of the race. It has ruined the lives of thousands of people. It has destroyed the finely budding characters of men and women, and made negative individuals of them in the place of strong, reliant, courageous doers of useful things.




  Worry is the oldest child of Fear. It settles down upon one's mind, and crowds out all of the developing good things to be found there. Like the cuckoo in the sparrow's nest, it destroys the rightful occupants of the mind. Laid there as an egg by its parent, Fear, Worry soon hatches out and begins to make trouble. In place of the cheerful and positive “I Can and I Will” harmony, Worry begins to rasp out in raucous tones: “Supposin',” “What if,” “But,” “I can't,” “I'm unlucky,” “I never could do things right,” “Things never turn oat right with me” and so on until all the minor notes have been sounded. It makes one sick bodily, and inert mentally. It retards one's program, and is a constant stumbling block in our path upward.




  The worst thing about Fear and Worry is that while they exhaust a great part of the energy of the average person, they give nothing good in return. Nobody ever accomplished a single thing by reason of Fear and Worry. Fear and Worry never helped one along a single inch on the road to Success. And they never will, because their whole tendency is to retard progress, and not to advance it. The majority of things that we fear and worry about never come to pass at all, and the few that do actually materialize are never as bad as we feared they would be. It is not the cares, trials and troubles of today that unnerve us and break us down—it is the troubles that we fear may come sometime in the future. Everyone is able to bear the burdens of today, but when he heaps on the burdens of tomorrow, the next day, and the day after that, he is doing his mind an injustice, and it is no wonder that after a bit he heaps on the last straw that breaks the back of the mental camel.




  The energy, work, activity and thought that we expend on these imaginary “maybe” troubles of the future would enable us to master and conquer the troubles of each day as they arise. Nature gives each of us a reserve supply of strength and energy upon which to draw and oppose unexpected troubles and problems as they come upon us each day. But we poor, silly mortals draw upon this reserve force and dissipate it in combating the imaginary troubles of next week or next year, the majority of which never really put in an appearance—and when we have need of the force to oppose some real trouble of the day we find ourselves bankrupt of power and energy, and are apt to go down in defeat, or else be compelled to beat an inglorious retreat.




  I tell you, friends, that if you once learn the secret of killing off this vampire of Fear, and thus prevent the rearing of her hateful brood of reptile emotions, life will seem a different thing to you. You will begin to realize what it is to live. You will learn what it is to have a mind cleared of weeds, and fresh to grow healthy thoughts, feelings, emotions and ambitions.




  And you will find that with Fear killed out, you will cease to give out to others the suggestions of incompetence, lack of reliance on yourself, and the other impressions that hurt one's chances. You will find that when you are rid of Fear you will radiate hope, and confidence, and ability, and will impress all those with whom you come in contact.




  And you will find also that the eradication of Fear will work wonders in your Mental Attitude, and the operation of it through the Law of Attraction. When one fears a thing he really attracts it to him, just as if he desired it. The reason is this—when one desires or fears a thing (in either case the principle is the same) he creates a mental picture of the thing, which mental picture has a tendency toward materialization. With this mental picture in his mind—if beholds to it long enough—he draws the things or conditions to him, and thus “thought takes form in action and being.” The majority of our fears and worries are silly little things that take our thought for a moment, and then are gone. They are great wasters of energy, but we do not concentrate on any one of them long enough to put into operation the Law of Attraction.




  And so you see, that unless you get rid of Fear, it will tend to draw toward you the thing you fear, or else force you toward the thing itself. Fear makes of the feared object a name around which you circle and flutter, like the moth, until at last you make plunge right into the heat of the flame and are consumed. Kill out Fear, by all means.




  “But how may I kill it out?” you cry. Very easily! This is the method: Suppose you had a roomful of darkness. Would you start to shovel or sweep out the darkness? Or would you not throw open the window and admit the light? When the light pours in, the darkness disappears. And so with the darkness of Fear—throw open the windows, and “let a little sunshine in.” Let the thoughts, feelings, and ideals of Courage, Confidence and Fearlessness poor into your mind, and Fear will vanish. Whenever Fear shows itself in your mind, administer the antidote of Fearlessness immediately.




  Say to yourself: “I am Fearless; I Fear Nothing; I am Courageous,” Let the sunshine pour in.




  Faith




  





  Faith is a word that has been often misused, misapplied and misunderstood. To many it means simply that attitude of mind which will accept anything that is told it, merely because someone else has said it—credulity, in fact. But those who have penetrated within the shell of the word know that it means something far more real than this—something imbedded deep down in the Heart of Things. To those who understand the Law, Faith is the trolley-pole which one raises to meet the Great Forces of Life and Nature, and by means of which one receives the inflow of the Power which is behind, and in all things, and is enabled to apply that Power to the running of his own affairs.




  To some, it may seem a far cry from Faith to Financial Success, but to those who have demonstrated the truths enunciated in this little book, the two are closely interwoven. For one to attain Financial Success he must first have Faith in Himself; second, Faith in his Fellowman; and third, Faith in the Law.




  Faith in oneself is of primary importance, for unless one has it he can never accomplish anything; can never influence any other person's opinion of him; can never attract to himself the things, persons and circumstances necessary for his welfare. A man must first learn to believe in himself before he will be able to make others believe in him. People are prone to take a person at his own estimate. If one is weak, negative and lacking in self-confidence, he surrounds himself with an atmosphere of negativity which unfavorably impresses those with whom he comes in contact. If one be strong, confident and positive, he radiates like qualities, and those coming in contact with him receive an impression of these qualities. The world believes in those who believe in themselves. And so you see it is of the utmost importance to you that you cultivate this Faith in yourself.




  And not only does Faith in yourself operate in the direction of influencing others with whom you come in contact, but it also has a most positive bearing upon your own mental statue and thoughts. If you deaden your mind with a negative attitude toward yourself, you stifle budding ideas, thoughts and plans—you choke the budding plants of your mentality. But, if you let pour forth a full, abiding, confident Faith in yourself—your abilities, your qualities, your latent powers, your desires, your plans— your Success, in short—you will find that the whole mental garden responds to the stimulating influence; and ideas, thoughts, plans and other mental flowers will spring up rapidly. There is nothing so stimulating as a strong, positive “I Can and I Will” attitude toward oneself.




  And you remember what has been said about the Law of Attraction—you remember how “like attracts like,” and how one's Mental Attitude tends to draw toward him the things in harmony with his thoughts.




  Well, this being so, can you not see that a Mental Attitude of Faith or Confidence in Oneself is calculated to attract to you that which fits in with such Faith—that will tend to materialize your ideal?




  “Confidence is the basis of all trade”; so says one of our recent business philosophers, and this statement is true; for if we did not have Confidence or Faith in our Fellowman, all trade, all business, all commerce would come to a standstill. The wholesale merchant ships yearly hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of goods to dealers in his territory. He has Faith that in thirty, sixty or ninety days those dealers will pay their bills and he will reap his profits. You go to the retail dealer and buy a suit, or dress, or hat, or groceries, having the same charged to your account. Your dealer has Confidence or Faith enough in you to let you have these goods, expecting that you will pay your bill when it falls due. This same rule holds good in almost every transaction in life. You must have confidence in a man before you care to deal with him.




  Some people seem to be of a naturally suspicious frame of mind, always of the opinion that somebody else is trying to “do” them. Others are gullible and swallow everything—bait, hook and line. Neither is the wisest frame of mind. It is much better to maintain the thought of good-will, fellowship, and confidence towards one's fellowman, weighing all things impartially from an unprejudiced standpoint, and then render your decision after due thought from the facts in the case. But, by all means, have faith in your Fellowman.




  But, this Faith in Oneself, and Faith in your Fellowman, important though they be, are not the only kinds of Faith that one needs in order to attain Financial Success. There is that which may be called Faith in the Law. This may seem a little strange to you but when you consider it for a moment, you will see just how it operates.




  You will note that nearly all successful men have a deep-rooted belief in Something Outside that helps them along. They do not know just what this Something is—some call it “Luck”; some call it their “Destiny”; some call it their “Star”; and why not? But under all of these names there is an instructive belief in, and faith in a Something Friendly that helps them along, and carries them over the hard places, and rounds the sharp corners of business life. Watch any successful man, and you will see that even when he is not able to reason out the means whereby he is going to get over, or around, or under a set of difficulties, still he exhibits a hopeful faith and belief that he is “going to get through it somehow.” And he does, if he holds on to his Faith. Something is there at work tending to “pull him through,” Ask any successful business man if this is not so. And this Something that successful men intuitively trust in is nothing but the great Law that underlies all of the affairs of Life. The nearer that one can feel in contact with this Law, more power does he receive from it. And thus Faith is the underlying channel by which the Power of the Law is transmitted to you.




  Why should you Fear? You seat yourself in a train or street-car, and read your paper, having Faith that the engineer or motorman will take you to your destination. You manifest this Faith in every-day business life. Without Faith in the Whole Thing, business would be impossible. You manifest Faith at every turn of the road. And this being so, why should you not manifest Faith in the underlying Law which is manifesting in things? Do you suppose for an instant that this whole Cosmic Machinery is run by Chance? There is no such thing as Chance! Everything is run under some great Law! And the Law of Financial Success is just as much a part of that great system of Law as is the Law of Gravitation. You study the Laws of physical life, and find them invariable, and therefore worthy of bestowing Faith upon. Why should you not recognize the great Mental Laws operative in business life, and acquaint yourself with their workings? Why should you not have Faith in them? There is no better plan of bringing yourself into harmony with the Law of Financial Success, than to recognize and have Faith in it. Consider the careers of successful business men of your acquaintance, and see if this is not so. By doing so you will receive a new light on a heretofore dark subject.




  Latent Powers




  





  In beginning this chapter, I am reminded of the words of Lovell: “There are infinite powers lying dormant in man, here, now—powers which, could he but catch a glimpse of, would endow his life on this planet with greater splendor, and impart to it a redoubled interest”




  The man who regards himself as a creature built on a certain mental plan, and incapable of any material change beyond an improvement of the faculties already being expressed, sees but a small portion of the truth regarding himself and his possibilities. Very few men express or manifest more than a small part of their latent power. They live long lives and go down to their graves without suspecting that within their mental kingdom there had reposed dormant faculties, and latent powers which, if expressed, would have enabled them to have lived far wider, broader, fuller lives.




  Nearly every man who has attained success along any of the varied lines of human endeavor will tell you that at some period of his life he was called upon to assume certain responsibilities—undertake some unaccustomed task—play some unfamiliar part on life's stage—and then much to his surprise found that he had within him the power, capability, and qualifications for a successful accomplishment of the strange task. The crucial point was when he was brought face to face with the new undertaking. If, as is the case with the majority of man, be lacked nerve enough to say “I Can and I Will,” the story was ended. But if he had that Something within him which enabled him to assert his determination to face the thing manfully and at least to go down with his flags flying rather than to run away, he would find much to his surprise that there was within him a power which responded to the needs of the hour and which enabled him to master the undertaking.




  These experiences are not exceptional or unusual— they are part of the common experience of nearly all successful men. And successful men get to realize that they have within them, hidden in some of the many recesses of the mind, latent powers, unsuspected talents, and dormant faculties which are awaiting calmly the hour of their call to action. The human mind is far from being the simple everyday thing that man regards it. There are hidden chambers, and unexplored regions. Science is just beginning to learn some of these heretofore unsuspected truths about the mind, and the result is dazzling the observer whose eyes are suddenly seeing the brilliant truths. There seem to be within every man possibilities of which he has never even dreamed. There seem to be capabilities, the extent of which has never entered into even his wildest imagination. Some sudden call, some new responsibility, some new turn of fortune's tide, and the man is called upon to demand of his mentality all that it is holding in store for him—and he is seldom disappointed, providing he has the nerve and courage to make the demand. Aye, but there's the rub—few have that courage and nerve. Have YOU?




  I know personally a man whose life up to the age of thirty-eight had been spent in active business and professional life. The thought of writing for the public had never occurred to him. All of a sudden, by one of those strange upheavals that come into the lives of men, all was carried away from him. His health was shattered, his accumulations were swept away, he was apparently lifted up and placed in a new, strange and seemingly unpromising environment. He had his family to support—he had practically nothing left with which to do it. His health was broken, and it was impossible for him to re-engage in his accustomed occupation. While building up his health, he helped a new friend to get the mechanical part of a monthly magazine in shape. At the last moment his friend discovered that they were short several pages of matter, and the printers were impatiently asking for their full supply. The friend was too busily occupied to write the additional matter, and so in desperation, he turned to my friend and said, “Did you ever write anything for publication?” “No,” was the answer.” Well, somebody has got to write something, and mighty quick, too. Have you nerve enough to try it?” “Yes,” was the reply. “I'm like the boy digging for woodchuck, who was asked whether he expected to catch it, and who replied, “You bet I do—we've got the preacher for dinner, and no meat in the house—I've just got to catch that woodchuck.” And so like the boy, I've just got to, and I Can and I Will” And he did.




  He sat down to write to fill that space, although he had never written a line for publication before. He made a mighty effort of his Will, urged on by an imperative Desire, and almost in a daze he found his hand at work writing, easily and rapidly. Before long the article was turned out—and it was good. This success led to others, and that man has been writing books, editing magazines, and doing other work of that kind for the past seven years, and he has been successful all along the line. Within six months after the incident noted above, he had completed a book that has since ran through over twenty editions. And since then he has written and had published over a dozen other books on various subjects, none of which has failed to reach his public and all of which have ran through a number of editions. Inside of two years after the above incident, he was editing a magazine, built up by his writings, and which attained a circulation of over one hundred thousand per month.




  And yet this man had never written a line up to that time. An apparent chance opportunity caused him to face the question, “Can You?” And instead of saying, “Oh, no, I've never done that kind of work—it is impossible,” he answered like the boy after the woodchuck: “I've just got to—I Can and I Will” He met the crucial test—had nerve enough to tackle the seemingly impossible proposition, and then found within himself unsuspected power, strength and ability—and won out.




  Is this merely a lesson in facing difficulties, and cultivating nerve and self-confidence? Not entirely—it teaches these things and also teaches the still greater truth that every man has within himself wonderful powers, lying dormant and unsuspected, which are merely awaiting the word of the master Will, impelled by a burning, eager, ardent desire, to spring at once into being, full armed and equipped for the fray. And these powers and capabilities come under the Law—they are a part of that great Something behind, underneath, and within us all. The recognition of the existence of such powers is the first step toward their development and unfoldment.




  You think that you have not ability for Financial Success, simply because you do not realize the existence of these latent powers within you. If you were brought suddenly face to face with the necessity of awakening these powers into action, and could muster up enough courage to say “I Can and I Will,” you would find the ready response from within, and the steady flow of knowledge, wisdom, power and ability with which to accomplish the task set before you for completion.




  And so my parting words for this chapter are: Do not hesitate to accept any new responsibility, whether the same is forced upon you, or whether you reach out for it yourself. Say to yourself over and over again, “I can and I will accomplish this task. It never would have been put before me unless I were able.” And you will be surprised and delighted at the new and wonderful powers that will spring forth from your subconscious self to aid you in your undertaking.




  These are not mere idle words, designed to make pleasant reading. They are the words of truths that have become apparent to every successful man or woman. Talk with the successful people of the world, and they will tell you that they have had this experience over and over again—new opportunities and new necessities brought to them new faculties, and new powers, heretofore undreamed of. The demand always brings the supply, if we will but open ourselves to the inflow from the great Source of Supply—the Universal Power House.




  Ambition




  





  “Ambition”—what a glorious word! How the very sound of it stirs one's energies, and makes one feel the inspiration to be up and at work doing things, succeeding, creating, accomplishing!




  And what does Ambition really, mean, pray? It means more than a mere eagerness for things. It means the deep-seated desire to materialize certain ideals which exist in the mind as mental pictures. Before one can accomplish things he must be possessed of Ambition. And before he can feel Ambition he must have the preceding hunger which causes him to manifest Ambition with which to satisfy it. And so it follows, anything that will stimulate that mental hunger, will arouse Ambition, and thus create that eagerness for action and attainment. And how may that mental hunger be produced?




  There is a psychological law underlying this mental hunger that manifests as Ambition. And that law is:—that in order for that mental hunger to be manifested it must have ideals presented to the mind's eye. Just as the gastric juices of the stomach may be stimulated and caused to flow by the sight, smell, or thought of food, so is this mental hunger produced by the sight, thought or idea of the things needed for its satisfaction. If you are contented with your present life, and want nothing better, it is chiefly because you know nothing better—have seen nothing better—have heard of nothing better, or else you are mentally and physically lazy. The ignorant savage seeking to till his land by means of a sharpened stick, cannot desire a steel plow or other agricultural implement if he does not know of them. He simply keeps right at work in his old way—the way of his forefathers—and feels no desire for a better implement. But by-and-by some man comes along with a steel plow, and our savage opens his eyes in wide surprise at the wonderful thing. If he be a savage of discernment be begins to get up an interest in the new thing. He watches it at work, and sees how much better it accomplishes the task than does his crude pointed stick. If he be a progressive savage, he begins to wish he had one of the strange new implements, and if he wants it hard enough he begins to experience a new, strange feeling of mental hunger for the thing, which if sufficiently strong, causes his Ambition to bud.




  And this is the critical point. Up to this time he has felt the strong Desire preceding Ambition. But now with the dawn of Ambition comes the arousing of the Will. And this is what Ambition is, A Strong Will Aroused by a Strong Desire.




  Without these two elements there can be no Ambition. Desire without Will is not Ambition. One may want a thing very hard, but if he does not arouse his Will strongly enough to actively co-operate with the Desire, his Ambition will “die a-borning.” And though one's Will be as strong as steel, yet if there be not strong Desire animating and inspiring it, it will not manifest as Ambition.




  To manifest Ambition fully, one must first eagerly desire the thing—not a mere “wanting” or “wishing” for it, but a fierce, eager, consuming hunger which demands satisfaction. And then one must have a Will aroused sufficiently strong to go out and get that which Desire is demanding. These two elements constitute the activity of Ambition.




  Look around you at the successful men of the world in any line of human effort and endeavor, and you will see that they all have Ambition strongly developed. They have the fierce craving of Desire for things, and the firm Will which will brook no interference with the satisfaction of the Desire. Study the lives of Caesar, Napoleon, and their modern counterparts, the Twentieth Century Captains of Industry, and you will see the glare of this fierce Ambition burning brightly and hotly within them.




  The trouble with the majority of the people if that they have been taught that one should take what was given him and be content. But this is not Nature's way. Nature implants in each living being a strong desire for that which is necessary for its wellbeing and nourishment, and a strong will to gratify that natural desire. On all sides in Nature, you may see this law in effect. The plant and the animal obey it, and are not afraid. But Man, as he ascended the scale of evolution, while seeing the necessity and advantage of curbing and restraining certain tendencies and desires, which if freely gratified would work harm on himself and upon society, has swung to the other extreme. In cutting off the dead branches of Desire, he has lopped off some live ones at the same time—that is, the majority of men have—the few who haven't reach out and gather to themselves the good things of life, throwing the “cores” and leavings to the rest.




  There is no earthly reason why a man should not earnestly desire the good things of life—no reason why he should not stimulate that fierce hunger for attainment by painting mental pictures of what he needs—by looking upon the good things in the world in the possession of others, so that he can see what he wants. “But does this not arouse covetousness?” you may ask. Not at all—you are not coveting the things the others have, but are merely desiring other things like them. You are willing that these other people should retain their things, but are demanding similar good things for yourself. This is not covetousness, but laudable Ambition.




  And laudable Ambition is all right There is enough of the good things of live in this world for all of us, if we demand them, and reach out for them. Demand causes supply, in and under the Law, so be not afraid. Arouse your Ambition—it is a good thing and not something of which to be ashamed. Urge it on—feed it—stimulate its growth. It is not a foul weed, but a strong, vigorous, healthy plant in the garden of life, bearing more fruit than any other growing thing there.




  Do not let the argument that men have used Ambition to accomplish evil ends disconcert you. Every natural law is capable of being used for good or evil. Because any law has been used for evil, it is no reason why those who desire to do good should avoid it, and refrain from using it for right purposes. To do so would be like the Angels of Light running away and leaving the powers of darkness in possession of all the good things of the world. The best way is to grasp the weapon and turn it against the enemy.




  The Law is there awaiting man's use. If you prefer to leave it for the evil disposed persons, very well, that is your own loss. But the wise, the sane, the strong men of the day are now reaching out for the use of the Law and are accomplishing great things by reason of it. When the Many use the Law, the Few will cease to be the sole possessors of the good things of life, which alas! so many of them have misused. When the secret is generally known, the evil will be eradicated and good will supersede it.




  Therefore, be not afraid to stand boldly out, crying: “I want this, and I am going to have it! It is my rightful heritage, and I demand it of the Law!” Be ambitious to attain financial Success because that is the goal for which you are striving.




  Desire




  





  In some of the previous chapters I have spoken of the operation of Desire and Will in the manifestation and expression of personal power under the Law. Now, while there have been many writers who have discoursed ably regarding the mighty power of the Will, there have been but few who have given to the subject of Desire the attention that it deserves, and the consideration it merits. Many persons seem afraid to speak of Desire, for they have gotten the term and idea mixed up with desires of an unworthy and detrimental nature. They have overlooked the fact that Desire must underlie all human action—must be the causing power back of and underneath Will itself.




  We might compare Desire with the fire that burns brightly beneath the receptacle containing water, which latter represents the mind. Unless the fire of Desire burns brightly and imparts its heat to the water, or mind, there will be nothing but water. But let the fire manifest its ardent energy and heat, and lo! the water is converted into steam which turns mighty wheels, and drives powerful machinery, and in fact “makes things go.” We are apt to forget the causes that have operated in order that the steam be produced, in our wonder, amazement and admiration of the power and effect of the manifested steam. But, in order to get the right idea of the matter fixed in our mind we must take into consideration the water of the mind, and the fire of Desire.




  The mind is well represented by water, for it is unstable, changeable, in motion, having eddies, storms, ripples and calm. And Desire is well represented by fire, for it is ardent, hot, strong and burning, and when manifested properly invariably acts upon the water-mind and produce the will-steam which may be turned to the accomplishment of any task, and the moving of the material necessary for our plans. By all means keep the fire of Desire brightly burning under your mental boilers, and you will be sure to manifest the proper amount and degree of the steam of Will which may then be applied to the accomplishing of your life tasks.




  If you will keep the figure of speech before your mind—this idea of the fire of desire, the water of the mind, and the steam of will—you will find it easier to put into operation these great mental forces, and to be known as the man or woman of the “Strong Will.” But if you allow the fire of Desire to burn low, or to become clogged with the ashes of dead and gone things, long since exhausted and useless, you will find that there will be little or no steam of will produced, and you will be in the position of the majority of people who are like tea kettles simmering over a faint fire, and accomplishing nothing.




  Unless you want a thing “the worst way,” and manifest that Desire in the shape of a strong impelling force, you will have no will with which to accomplish anything. You must not only “want” to do a thing, or to possess a thing, but you must “want to hard.”




  You must want it as the Hungry man wants bread, as the smothering man wants air. And if you will but arouse in your self this fierce, ardent, insatiate Desire, you will set in operation one of Nature's most potent mental forces.




  What is that great impelling force that you have felt within yourself whenever you have made a mighty effort to accomplish something? Is it not that surging, restless, impelling force of your being that you know as Desire? Did you do the thing simply because you thought it best, or because you felt within yourself a strong feeling that you Wanted to do the thing, or to possess the thing, in the strongest possible way? Did you not feel this strong force of Desire rising within you and impelling you to deed, and action?




  Desire is the great moving power of the Mind—that which excites into action the will and powers of the individual. It is at the bottom of all action, feeling, emotion or expression. Before we reach out to do a thing, or to possess a thing, we must first “want to,” and in the degree that that “want-to” is felt, so will be our response thereto. Before we love, hate, like or dislike, there must be a Desire of some kind. Before we can arouse ambition there must be a strong Desire. Before we can manifest energy, there must a strong impelling Desire.




  Did you ever stop to think that the difference between the strong of the race, and the weak, is largely a matter of Desire? The degree of Desire manifests in the different degrees of strength and weakness. The strong men of the race are filled with strong desires to do this thing, or to possess that. They are filled with that strong creative Desire that makes them want to build up, create, modify, change, and shift around. It is not alone the fruits of their labor that urge them on, but that insistent urge of the creative Desire that drives them on.




  Do not be afraid to allow your Desire for Financial Success to burn brightly. Keep the ashes of part failures, disappointments and discouragements well cleared away so that you may have a good draught. Keep the fire of Desire burning brightly, ardently and constantly. Do not be sidetracked by outside things, for remember, concentrated Desire is that which produces the greatest steam-producing power. Keep your mind fixed on that which you want, and keep on demanding that which belongs to you, for it is your own. The Universal Supply is adequate for all needs of everyone, but it responds only to the insistent demand and the earnest Desire. Learn to Desire things in earnest. and rest not content with a mere wanting and wishing.




  Desire creates Mental Attitude—develops Faith—nourishes Ambition—unfolds Latent Powers—and tends directly and surely toward Success. Let the strong, dominant desire for Financial Independence possess you from the tips of your toes to the roots of your hair,—feel it forging through every part of your body—and then don't stop until you reach your goal.




  Will Power




  





  “O well for him whose Will is strong!,” writes Tennyson, and the poets of all nations and times have sung the same song. Tennyson well voices this human regard and admiration for the power of the Will He tells us again; “O living Will, thou shalt endure, when all that seems shall suffer shock.”




  The Will of man if a strange, subtle, intangible, and yet very real thing that is closely connected with the inmost essence of his “I.” When the “I” acts, it acts through the Will. The Will is the immediate expression of the Ego, or “I” in Man, which rests at the very seat of his being. This Ego, or “I” within each of us—that inmost self of each one of us—expresses itself in two ways. It first asserts “I Am” by which it expresses its existence and reality; then it asserts “I Will,” by which it expresses its desire to act, and its determination to do so. The “I Will” comes right from the center of your being, and is the strongest expression of the Great Life Force within you. And in the degree that you cultivate and express it, is the degree of positivity that you manifest. The person of weak Will is a negative, cringing weakling, while he of strong Will is the positive, courageous, masterful individual in whom Nature delights and whom she rewards.




  The human Will is an actual living force. It is just as much an active force of Nature as is Electricity, Magnetism, or any other form of natural force. Will is as real an Energy as is gravitation. From atom to man, desire and Will are in evidence—first comes the desire to do a thing, and then comes the Will that does it. It is an invariable law pervading all natural forms, shapes, degrees of things—animate and inanimate.




  Nothing is impossible to the man who can Will—providing he can Will sufficiently strong. And as Will depends so very much upon one's belief in his ability, it may be said that all action depends upon belief. One does not Will unless he believes that he has a Will. And many a man of inherent strong Will does not express it or exert it, simply because he does not realize that he possesses it. It is only when the necessity arises from some new unexpected demand for the exercise of the Will, that many men realize that they really possess such a Will. To many, alas, such a necessity never comes.




  In speaking about the Will, I do not mean stubbornness. You will find plenty of people who are as stubborn as mules and their friends and neighbors will say that “they are strong-willed,” meaning by this that when they decide a thing “is so, it's so, and you can't make me believe it isn't.” This is the mulish attitude of mind coming from prejudice or ignorance and has nothing to do with the Will. The man with the strong Will knows when to recede from his petition as well as when to go forward; he never stands still. When the occasion warrants it, he steps back, but only for the purpose of getting a better start, for he always has a definite goal in view. When the command from within calls him to go forward, he drives right ahead like the mighty ocean steamer, majestic in his power and stopping for nothing. This frame of mind is best illustrated by the following quotation written of Howard the philanthropist:




  “The energy of his determination was so great, that if instead of being habitual, it had been shown only for a short time on particular occasions, it would have appeared a vehement impetuosity; but, by being unintermitted, it had an equability of manner which scarcely appeared to exceed the tone of a calm constancy, it was so totally the reverse of anything like turbulence or agitation. It was the calmness of an intensity, kept uniform by the nature of the human mind forbidding it to be more, and by the character of the individual forbidding it to be less.”




  The subject of the development of the Will is too large for a single chapter of any book. It is the study of a lifetime. Several fine books have been written covering the subject fairly well, but the best so far, are two recent books by Haddock, “Power of Will” and “Power for Success” which contain the essence of about everything ever written on the subject that is of value to one who desires development along these lines. Buy and study these books by all means.




  The writer believes that the basis of all personal power resides in the Will and that if one intends to accomplish anything in this world he must acquire a powerful Will. The best way to do this is to first recognize your lack, and then by constant affirmations of “I can and I will accomplish this thing,” and by the repetition of selections on the Will, taken from the best literature, build up within yourself, little by little, an invincible power and energy that will overcome every temptation to sidetrack you from your life purpose. At the end of this chapter I have appended some excellent selections and others you will find scattered throughout the book. These selections can be memorized and then repeated in times of trial and discouragement and they will prove invigorating tonic for the depressed mind.




  The proper attitude of the student of the Law of Financial Success is that mental attitude which may best be expressed as the “I Can and I Will” state of mind. In this mental attitude there are combined the two primary elements of the accomplishment of things. First there comes that belief in one's ability, power, and force which begets confidence, and which causes to make a clear mental channel over which the Will flows. Then, second, comes the assertion of the Will itself—the “I WILL” part of it. When a man says “I Will” with all the force and energy and determination of his character being poured into it, then does his Will become a very Dynamic Force which sweeps away obstacles before it in its mighty onrush.




  Not only does this expression of the Will stir into activity the latent powers and dormant energies of the man's mind, bringing to the accomplishment of the task all his reserve force, power and strength, but it does much more. It impresses those around him with a mighty psychical power which compels attention to his words and demands recognition for himself. In all conflicts between men, the strongest Will wins the day. The struggle may be short, or it may be long, but the end is the same always—the man of the strongest Will wins.




  And not only does the awakened Will do this, but it also acts in the direction of affecting those at a distance from the person. It sets in motion certain natural laws which tend to compel things toward the center occupied by a mighty Will. Look around you, and you will see that the men of giant Wills set up a strong center of influence, which extends on all sides in all directions, affecting this one and that one, and drawing and compelling others to fall in with the movements instigated by that Will. There are men who set up great whirlpools or whirlwinds of Will, which are felt by persons far and near. And, in fact all persons who exert Will at all, do this to a greater or lesser extent, depending upon the degree of Will expressed.




  Read, study, and absorb the following selections:




  

    “The education of the Will is the object of our existence.”




    *     *     *




    They can who think they can. Character is a perfectly educated Will”




    *     *     *




    “Nothing can resist the Will of a man who knows what is true and wills what is good.”




    *     *     *




    “To will evil is to will death. A perverse Will is the beginning of suicide.”




    *     *     *




    “In all difficulties advance and Will, for within you is a Power, a living Force which, the more you trust and learn to use, will annihilate the opposition of matter.”




    *     *     *




    “The star of the unconquered Will,




    He rises in my breast,




    Serene and resolute and still,




    And calm and self-possessed.”




    *     *     *




    “So nigh is grandeur to our dust, 




    So near is God to man, 




    When Duty whispers low, “Thou must!” 




    The youth replies, 'I can.' “




    *     *     *




    “I will to will with energy and decision! I will to persist in willing! I will to will intelligently and for a goal! I will to exercise the will in accordance with the dictates of reason and of morals.”




    *     *     *




    “The human will, that force unseen, 




    The offspring of a deathless soul, 




    Can hew a way to any goal 




    Though walls of granite intervene.




    *     *     *




    “You will be what you will to be, 




    Let failure find its false content 




    In that poor word environment, 




    But spirit scorns it and its free.




    





    “It masters time, it conquers space,




    It cows that boastful trickster, chance, 




    And bids the tyrant circumstance 




    Uncrown and fill a servant's place.”




    *     *     *




    “There is no chance, no destiny, no fate. 




    Can circumvent, or hinder, or control




    The firm resolve of a determined soul. 




    Gifts count for nothing, will alone in great; 




    All things give way before it soon or late.




    What obstacle can stay the mighty force 




    Of the sea-seeking river in its course, 




    Or cause the ascending orb of day to wait?




    Each well-born soul must win what it deserves, 




    Let the fools prate of lack. The fortunate 




    Is he whose earnest purpose never swerves,




    Whose slightest action, or inaction




    Serves the one great aim. Why, even Death itself 




    Stands still and waits an hour sometimes 




    For such a will.”


  




  





  Auto-Suggestion




  





  You will have noticed that in the preceding chapters I have begun a serious campaign in the direction of having you “make yourself over” mentally, in order to bring you under the operation of the Law of Financial Success. You will remember that first I tried to get you to regard Money in a new light—as a natural supply akin to the nourishment of the plant, and coming under the same general law of Natural Supply and Demand.




  Second—I urged upon you to build up the proper Mental Attitude, showing you how by so doing you would cultivate in yourself the faculties, qualities and powers conducive to success; the qualities likely to attract and influence people with whom you come in contact; and the mental state which would set into operation the beneficent phases of the Law of Attraction.




  Third—I proceeded to get Fear and Worry out of your mental system.




  Fourth—I went on to cultivate the quality of Faith in you.




  Fifth—came the consideration of the Latent Powers and the roles for their unfoldment.




  Sixth—came the explanation of the nature of Ambition, and the urge to cultivate and develop it.




  Seventh—came the explanation of the wonderful effect and office of Desire, and the advice to cultivate Desire as a means of cultivating Will.




  Eighth—I gave you instruction for the development of a powerful Will, the acquirement of which means so much to you.




  Now, if you will stop a moment, you will see that the practical application of the instruction given and the precepts laid down for your guidance require a certain “making over” of yourself, on your part.




  This being so the question arises: “How may I best accomplish the 'making-over' process?” And to answer this question, I shall now devote several chapters, for in the answering lies much of the essence of this instruction that I am desirous of imparting to you. And so this is the reason that we now take up the subject of “Auto-Suggestion,” a subject of the greatest importance to you, and which has engaged the minds of scientific men for the past few years. Let as hasten to a consideration of the subject.




  In the first place the term “Suggestion,” as used by psychologists means “an impression made upon the mind of another.” And an “auto-suggestion” is an impression made upon one's own mind in a manner similar to that used in impressing the mind of another. You will see this a little clearer in a moment. The whole essence of Suggestion lies in the idea of “impression.” Think of the mind as a wax substance, and the Suggestion as a die making an impression on the wax, and there you have it.




  If you can manage to get in a strong Suggestion on the mind of a person, you really impress your notion or idea upon his mental wax, so to speak. Suggestion it not of matter of argumentative effort, but a process of saying a thing so positively, earnestly and convincingly that the other person takes up the idea without argument. We may be impressed by a man's earnestness, his manner, his attitude, his dress, and in many other ways, but the principle is the same—if we are impressed by something about him, we have taken the Suggestion. Do you see what I mean?




  Well, one may turn this Suggestive die upon the wax of his own mind and by repeated impressions may fix certain ideas, qualities, and characteristics upon it so that he will have really made himself over to that extent. It is a case of “sez I to myself, sez I”— often repeated until “I” believes what “I sez.” You know how a man may get to actually believe some old lie that he has been telling for some time. A man may act out a certain assumed character, until he actually becomes like the character. There are plenty of old chaps strutting around today with these assumed characters, which not only fool the people with whom they come in contact, but also actually fool the men themselves. Now if this be true about things of this kind, how important does the principle become when applied to the creation of new characteristics and qualities in oneself that are conducive to success. You all know just about the ones you need, and now here it the way to go about getting them.




  To many people Auto-Suggestion means simply the repeating of certain words to themselves, like “I am Energetic—I am Ambitions,” etc. etc. Now this plan is all very well, for a constant impression of this kind will undoubtedly tend to develop the suggested qualities in one. But there is a far more scientific plan known to psychologists, and that is the one I am going to urge upon your consideration. It is that not only should one “say” things to himself, but that he should also create Mental Images of the desired thing, and should also act out the part he wishes to play, in a sort of extended preliminary rehearsal.




  All this may seem odd to you unless you have studied the psychological principles underlying it, which I have not time to go into here. The thing to remember is that constant thinking of a desired quality of mind, accompanied with the indulgence in the Mental Picture of yourself as actually possessed of the quality itself, and also accompanied by an “acting out” of the part you would like to play, will in due time so impress and mold your mind that you will actually possess the quality itself. Here is a great psychological law I have expressed. Read it again, study it, and make it your own.




  For instance let us suppose that you lack Ambition. Well, the first thing is to rouse the Desire to become Ambitious. Then start in the plan of “sez I to myself, sez I,” and make constant affirmation of the fact that: “I am Ambitious—very Ambitious—my Ambition grows every day,” and so on. Then picture yourself in your imagination as being Ambitious—see yourself as moving around in the world possessed of an insatiable Ambition which is leading you to strenuous action and wonderful accomplishments. Then begin to act out the part of the Ambitious man—study some Ambitious man until you catch his feelings and then begin to look Ambitious; talk in the tones of a man possessing Ambition; walk like an Ambitious man—in short act out the part to the smallest details. Now remember I do not mean to copy the mannerisms of the man you have taken for your model—this is not the thing at all. Simply study him until you can get his feelings—until you can recognize the Ambitious emotion and Mental Attitude animating him, and then go to work to feel the same inward feeling yourself, and to act out the feeling. If you can once get the feeling, then all you've got to do is to act it out right.




  You will find that this plan of mental discipline and exercise may be used for the acquirement of any and every one of the positive qualities you may desire to acquire and possess. This is no mere theory, but is a scientific fact known to and taught by some of the leading authorities on the subject in the world. It has been the basis of the making over of thousands of people, some of whom have paid enormous fees to teachers for just this plain advice, elaborated and padded out into long series of personal lectures and lessons. I offer you something here that is well “worth while.” Now it is for you to take it and use it.




  Harmony




  





  All through Nature, and Nature's manifestations, there exists rhythm and Harmony. Everything in the Universe is in unceasing action. There is a universal vibratory movement apparent everywhere. From the atoms, and the particles composing the atoms, up through all the material combinations and groupings there is constant, incessant vibration and motion. And from this constant motion, and running through its entire manifestation, there is apparent a constant and invariable law of rhythm. Just as there is a rhythm apparent in all that we call music, so is there a rhythm in the music of Nature. And from that rhythm proceeds that which we call Harmony.




  The planets as they swing in regular orbits around the sun—yes, the suns as they swing around still greater suns—and so on until the mind fails to grasp the wonder of it all—all manifest rhythm. The sea in its manifestation of the rise and fall of the tides, exhibits rhythm. The heart of man breathes in rhythmic measure. In the great waves of light traveling to us from the sun and stars, millions upon millions of miles away, there exists a rhythmic measure registered upon the delicate instruments of science.
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