







Geek Chic!

Whether he’s listening to one of his favorite bands, Death Cab for Cutie, or reading up on his X-Men, Adam Brody is certainly not your typical heartthrob. But, boy, does he get the hearts of millions of girls throbbing every week on Fox’s breakout hit The O.C.!

With his witty sense of humor and adorable good looks, he’s single-handedly made geek chic! Oh yeah, and he’s an extremely talented actor. What can you say? This guy’s got it all!

But has his sudden hottie status and lucrative television gig made him an egomaniacal freak? Not in the least. Adam is still the same kid who grew up in San Diego surfing with the guys. And don’t worry, girls, he’s still the adorkable geek we all love!
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For Wendy H., my favorite teenager!

If you purchased this book without a cover, you should
be aware that this book is stolen property. It was reported
as “unsold and destroyed” to
the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any payment
for this “stripped book.”

This book is neither authorized nor endorsed by Adam
Brody or any of the production companies listed herein.
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1
Geek Chic!


Imagine your friends fixing you up with a guy whose idea of a fun evening is going to a comic book convention. What are you supposed to think when your pals tell you that looks-wise this mystery date has been compared to a young Tom Hanks (which isn’t quite as hot as, say, a young Tom Cruise) and that he has a great personality and an awesome sense of humor.

Oh, yeah. And one more thing. A lot of people consider him kind of a geek. You’d probably run off screaming before ever going out with the dude. But that would be a BIG MISTAKE. After all, the mystery date just might be none other than The O.C.’s hot-hot-hottie Adam Brody.

The nerds of the world can stand a little taller now that Adam Brody has come along. Adam’s O. C. character, Seth Cohen, may be the geek of his teen crowd, but he’ s still the one all the really gorgeous girls are fighting over. Thanks to Adam, these days geek is chic.

Seth has struck a chord in the hearts and minds of teens everywhere. Just about everyone can relate to Seth’ s overwhelming desire to be a part of the popular crowd at school. Those same audiences also love laughing at his goofy, often rye, self-deprecating sense of humor. At the young age of twenty-four Adam has managed to achieve the kind of on-screen magic that actors nearly twice his age struggle toward. In Seth, he’s created a character who is both a sympathetic, well-loved guy and the show’s joking comic relief.

What’s unique about Adam’s portrayal of Seth Cohen is its believability. That’s not usually the first word you’d use for a soap actor’s character. Even a nighttime-drama kind of soap character. Whether it be daytime or nighttime, often the acting can be a little over the top. But that’s definitely not the case when it comes to Adam’s portrayal of Seth. He’s so real that he seems like the guy who sits behind you in algebra class.

Which is why fans of The O.C. probably wouldn’t be surprised to discover that the real-life Adam Brody actually has a lot in common with Seth Cohen. It’s obvious that Adam is digging deep into his own life experiences to make Seth a living, breathing, three-dimensional character.

Gasp! Does that mean that in real life, Adam is a nerd?

You be the judge. Consider what he told ELLEgirl magazine about his idea of the perfect date: “I once dragged my girlfriend to the first midnight showing of X-Men 2.” He also admitted, “She was the only girl there.”

Of course she was probably the luckiest girl there too, because underneath all the nerdy behavior there’s something incredibly endearing and sexy about this brown-haired, hazel-eyed honey. (And a movie like X2 has plenty of scary scenes that are just the kind you need a big strong guy to protect you from!) Basically, Adam’s a hottie. In fact he was almost too hot for The O.C.! Adam’s innate sex appeal almost lost him the role of Seth on the show.

It seems that on first meeting Adam, the show’s creator, Josh Schwartz, didn’t think Adam was geeky enough for the part. “I do think they imagined Seth as even more awkward,” Adam admitted to Entertainment Weekly.

“But believe me, there’s plenty of geek going on. Still, as the show progresses I’ve gotten to wear cooler clothes and stuff.”

Clothes aside, no one would consider Seth the cool character on The O.C. That role is handled by Benjamin McKenzie, who plays Ryan Atwood, the brooding outsider who is taken in by Seth’s family. Ryan is the classic Hollywood stud—a good-looking rebel with a cause, and a major chip on his shoulder. He’s rough and angry, but in the end he’s the kind of guy who will do what’s right. Like just about everyone else on the program (and in the world), Seth would love to be a little more like Ryan, and a little less like the class geek.

According to The O.C.’s executive producer Doug Liman, the need to register on the school coolness barometer is exactly what makes Adam (and Seth) the kind of guy today’s teens can relate to.

“Adam’s such a funny guy naturally that he’s able to keep the show at a faster pace, rather than having a brooding guy sitting around all the time,” Doug told Entertainment Weekly. “I, like most in the audience, connect with Seth, but wish I were Ryan.”

The folks at YM magazine agreed. As they put it, “[Adam’s] quirkiness may make him the geek of The O. C., but as far as we’re concerned, his quirky one-liners and kooky behavior make him irresistible.”

Adam’s costar, Mischa Barton, who plays Marissa Cooper on the show, can vouch for YM’s assessment of Adam’s appeal with the opposite sex. “Adam’s a funny guy; he likes to amuse people and tell jokes,” she told the magazine. “He plays Seth a little more socially inept, but Adam’s not like that. Girls love him. They find him very cool and flirtatious.”

Talking to Adam you get the feeling that this cool flirt totally embraces his inner geek both on and off the set. Although he says he hopes that he’s a little sharper with the ladies than Seth, he readily admits to some pretty nerdlike tendencies, like having a healthy comic book habit. (He’s collected them since middle school, although he really only has time to read X-Men these days.) And he’s the first to goof on his bizarre dance style, which he revealed to the public in a dance sequence in the skateboarding movie Grind! (“It’s your typical Jewish suburban kid dancing,” he told one chat audience about his performance.)

Adam has no problem with being a geek, because he knows it’s part of the secret of his success and popularity. “If you’re gonna do something every day, it’s nice to play something you’re comfortable with and enjoy,” he says.

And enjoy is exactly what millions of teenage girls are doing every week when they flip to Fox for a new episode of The O.C.

Things are definitely changing in the world of television. These days geeks are what dreams are made of.


2
Surfin’ to Stardom


Adam Brody’s childhood was the total California experience. You know, sunshine, palm trees, skateboards, and lots and lots of surfing. You’ve seen it all on TV and in the movies. (Beach Blanket Bingo anyone?) In fact, you’ve probably seen it on The O.C.

It’s pretty clear that being the star of a show called The O.C. was a role Adam was born to play—or close to it, anyway. Adam wasn’t actually born in Orange County, California. His debut appearance occurred slightly south of there, on April 8, 1980, in San Diego, California. His dad, Mark, a university counsel and risk manager at Alliant International University, and his mom, Valerie, a creative services manager at San Diego Gas & Electric, welcomed their bouncing baby boy to a happy home in a laid-back neighborhood in Southern California.

For the first five years Adam was the sun and the moon in the Brody house—a cute little brown-haired, hazel-eyed babe who was able to bring a smile to everyone’s face. Even back then he was a performer—the kid who loved to tell jokes. (Not all of which made a whole lot of sense, but hey, what five-year-old’s jokes really do?)

However, it wasn’t long before Adam had to share the spotlight. In 1985 a set of fraternal twins, Matt and Sean Brody, made their appearance. Suddenly Adam’s status went from only child to big bro. By all accounts he seemed to adjust pretty well—with just the minimum amount of sibling rivalry.

San Diego’s a city by the ocean, and surfing is the number one pastime of the neighborhood kids. It’s the kind of life the Beach Boys used to write songs about. Out there, growing up is sort of one big “Surfin’ Safari.” Adam’s beachside childhood was no exception. Surfing was his life, which didn’t leave much time for other hobbies.

“I never acted in high school,” Adam told Sign on San Diego. “I just grew up surfing and stuff. I wasn’t into school…. I figured I’d own a surf shop one day.”

Adam was always a popular kid. He spent his free time with the surfer crowd, skateboarding around town (a talent which would come in very handy when he starred in Grind), collecting comics, and watching the tube. One of his favorite shows was a nighttime soap about California high schoolers on the then-fledgling Fox Network called Beverly Hills, 90210. (Can you say foreshadowing?)
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