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Beware the pencil power of of the Power Pencil,’ says evil Lord Stickman!” Eugene McGillicudy whispered. He scribbled his pencil across his notebook where he had drawn a stick figure villain wearing a crown and holding a laser.


“What do you think, Eugene?” His best friend, Charlie Thomas Jones, held up his own drawing. It was a pile of liquid yellow cheese with red and blue spots. “Stick Figure Nacho Cheese Man just covered Stick Figure King Boulderface in hot pepper cheese,” Charlie said. “I colored the cheese.”
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“What’s with the blue spots?”


“My red marker dried out,” Charlie explained. “So, who’s going to defeat Lord Stickman?”


“Why, the only one who can.” Eugene quickly drew a stick figure man with a cape and giant hands. “Super Dude.”


BAM!
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“And the town of Dudeville cheered for their hero, the greatest superhero ever!” Eugene said.
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What’s that you say?! You’ve never heard of Super Dude? Do you live in a cave and eat nothing but moldy fruit strips?


Super Dude is the superhero who once scored an A-Plus Punch on the Question Marker’s Quiz of Destruction.


Super Dude is the star of his own comic books, cartoon shows, movies, video games, and theme park. He’s also the reason that Eugene, Charlie, and their other friend Sally Williams became Sunnyview’s own superheroes!
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    CLAP-CLAP! CLAP!




Eugene jumped in his seat. His pencil accidentally scratched across the page like a lightning bolt. But the clapping sound wasn’t Captain Lightning McThunderclap or the Claptomaniak attacking Sunnyview. Their teacher, Ms. Beasley, was clapping her hands to get everyone’s attention.
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“Class, I have exciting news,” she said. “Tomorrow, we’re going on a surprise field trip!”
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GASP!


CHEER!


“Field trips are better than extra dessert at lunch!” Eugene whispered to Charlie.


WHERE? WHERE? WHERE?


Everyone in the class was asking the same question.


Sally raised her hand. “How fast can we get there?”


“See if you can solve this riddle,” Ms. Beasley said. “It’s a very cool place filled with very old things, where monsters sit beside ancient kings.”
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“Oh! It’s Cheese King Land!” Charlie yelled out. “And we’re going to eat Royal Burgers and Lord of the Fries!”


Sally leaned over to Charlie. “There’s no Cheese King Land in Sunnyview.”
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“A kid can dream,” Charlie replied dreamily.


    *    *    *


    At recess the only thing everyone was talking about was:


Who would solve Ms. Beasley’s riddle first?


“I think it’s Pink Palace Park,” said Meredith Mooney, the pinkest girl in school. If there was a dress made of pink puke, she’d wear it. Today the pink ribbon in her hair matched her pink shoelaces and her pink bracelets.
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