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For my mother and father, who taught me my first words, and for my brother, who listened.

For Karla, who sees the humor in words.

And for John Hopkins, who somehow knew I’d write this book long before I did.


Introduction

Geoengineering. Craftermath. Smart clothes.

Do you know what these words mean? If not, you’ll need to in 2013. While new discoveries and developments happen all the time, experts expect there to be more progress this year than in any previous year due to our advanced technology, social media, and the ever-changing face of pop culture. The fast-moving pace of our lives today makes it all the more important for you to get a grasp of the 201 newsworthy words found throughout this book now so you’ll have an idea of the changes that will happen and a better understanding of the headlines that will grace newspapers and impact your life in 2013 and beyond.

From Google’s Project Glass and grey divorce to Space Adventures’s proposal for out-of-this-world travel, the terms found throughout these pages are pulled from the minds of well-known experts, innovators, and authorities, and will change the way you see the world in 2013. They are defined in easy-to-read language and are accompanied by a pronunciation guide and a sample sentence that will show you how to correctly use the terms in conversation. For each entry, you’ll also find a list of related words, so that you can learn how these concepts will come together by the end of the year.

So what are you waiting for? It’s time to learn the words that will dominate discussions—and your life—this year!
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#waywire (WEY-wahy-ir), noun


#waywire is an online news site aimed at the Millennial generation, who may not be getting their news from traditional forms of media like newspapers and magazines, or who may feel that these mainstream media sources are neglecting their needs and their voice. Created by a team of Silicon Valley innovators and Newark mayor Cory Booker, the project has received backing from Eric Schmidt of Innovation Endeavors, Josh Kopelman of First Round Capital, and Troy Carter, manager for Lady Gaga. People like Oprah Winfrey and LinkedIn CEO Jeff Weiner are reportedly also investors. A story by E. B. Boyd in Fast Company tells readers to think of #waywire “as a partially user-generated Funny or Die, but for news and social issues, with Pinterest/Twitter-style social dynamics.” The site is intended to be both a news stream and a collaborative portal for the Millennial generation, who will be encouraged to react to news by posting their own videos on the site. The name #waywire includes a hashtag, perhaps to encourage sharing of the content on Twitter the way hashtags spark conversations, retweets, and participation on the site. #waywire could very well be the next big social media site that everyone’s talking about this year.

RELATED WORDS: Facebook, Millennial generation, Twitter

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I feel like I only just mastered Twitter and now I hear about this #WAYWIRE thing—I can never keep up!”

&


& other stories (and UH -ther stohr-eez), noun


Swedish clothing company H&M is launching a new chain of retail stories this year, called & other stories. While H&M has historically billed itself as selling fashion-forward clothing at affordable prices, its new sister store will up the ante a bit in quality and will be considered a luxury retailer that sells clothes at a higher price point. & other stories will join another upscale offshoot of the H&M brand, the limited-edition retailer COS. COS and H&M have teamed up with designers like Marni, Versace, and Lanvin in the past—it is rumored that & other stories will follow suit and also include limited-edition partnerships with big-name designers. First reported in the fashion news publication Women’s Wear Daily, a press representative for H&M named Håcan Andersson confirmed the name of the store in the spring of 2012. Though starting the name of a store with an ampersand may be a bit confusing at first, its use in & other stories will help to maintain a brand identity with H&M as it visually links it back to the mother brand. H&M stands for Hennes & Mauritz and has more than 2,300 stores in forty-three countries around the world.

RELATED WORDS: COS, H&M, Sweden

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: Is that cute dress you wore to my party from H&M’s new store & OTHER STORIES?”

2


2012 DA14 asteroid (twen-tee TWELVE dee ey fohr-TEEN AS-tuh-roid), noun


Discovered in 2012 by a team of astronomers at the Observatorio Astronomico de La Sagra in Spain, the 2012 DA14 asteroid is expected to pass extremely close to the Earth this year. Astronomers have predicted that the asteroid will zoom by a mere 17,000 miles from the Earth on February 15, 2013. This may still sound like it’s far away to some, but think of it this way: the asteroid will travel between the Earth and the manmade satellites that orbit it. It measures about 150 feet in diameter and has an orbit that resembles that of the Earth. It’s definitely on the smaller side, but even an impact with something that small could have big consequences. Although even if it did hit the planet, there’s a 70 percent chance it would land in the ocean. In discussing the asteroid, astronomers have been adamant that 2012 DA14 will not collide with the Earth during this visit. However, future visits could pose a great possibility that it would hit. After its trip past Earth in 2013, the next visit from the asteroid is expected in 2020.

RELATED WORDS: doomsday preppers, Palermo Technical Impact Hazard Scale, Tunguska event

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “Even if the 2012 DA14 ASTEROID doesn’t hit us, I’m still pretty sure that, someday, an asteroid will be the thing that does us in—just like the dinosaurs.”

3


3-D printing (three-dee PRIN-ting), noun


This year is poised to be the year of 3-D printing as a plethora of sectors get in on this emerging technology. 3-D printing creates a three-dimensional object, and the technique can be applied to a host of different fields. The way 3-D printing works is actually pretty simple: input a design and a special printer will create it one layer at a time. The amount of materials available to 3-D printers—things like plastic, ceramics, glass, and steel—is growing. Researchers have already had success incorporating the technology into the biomedical field, creating bioartificial bladders using 3-D printing technology by layering cells on top of each other. 3-D printing is also being used to create clothing—most notably by design duo Mary Huang and Jenna Fizel of Continuum Fashion. Areas like engineering, geography, aerospace, and automotive are also utilizing the technology. 3-D printing has been around for the past decade, but a group of new applications as well as at-home hobbyist kits have thrust it into the limelight for 2013. Among the things being printed in this way are musical instruments, shoes, clothing, jewelry, and even ammunition and brass knuckles. Law enforcement officials have expressed concern that, down the road, as the technology becomes more mainstream, it could create a situation where anyone with a 3-D printer could create things like weapons, or keys, at will.

RELATED WORDS: additive manufacturing, bioartificial

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I’d love to use 3-D PRINTING at home so that I could just print out a new necklace or a pair of earrings in the morning when I’m getting dressed.”

4


4-D (fohr-dee), noun


In the past few years, moviegoers have grown accustomed to 3-D viewing experiences where special glasses allow viewers to see images that appear to leap out at them from the screen. The experiences will go a step further in the coming years when 4-D movie theaters become mainstream. A 4-D movie experience is completely immersive, enveloping the viewer in an environment meant to mimic what’s happening on screen. This means that when there’s an explosion happening in the movie, the viewer’s seat will move or vibrate, simulating the feeling of what they’re seeing. A 4-D movie may also feature mist, fans, strobe lights, and even various scents pumped through the theater, known as aromascope or smell-o-vision. The concept has been around for some time now, with movies in the 1950s featuring vibrating seats and the 1960 smell-o-vision flick Scent of Mystery. In 2011, Spy Kids 4: All the Time in the World included scratch-and-sniff cards to accompany various scenes during the movie, and East Coast home retailer Jordan’s Furniture’s MOM—motion odyssey movie—has been around since 1992. The 4-D movie technology is about to become more mainstream as the trend is growing in places like South Korea, Thailand, and Mexico. At the forefront of this technology is the South Korean company CJ Group, which has plans to open two-hundred 4-D theaters in the United States in the next five years.

RELATED WORDS: 3-D, aromascope, smell-o-vision

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I hear that new tornado movie is supposed to be awesome in 4-D.”
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Advanced LIGO (ad-vanst LAHY-goh), noun


In much the same way that the Higgs Boson became a defining term for the physics and astrophysics communities in 2012, LIGO could very well help to create a defining moment for these fields in the coming years. LIGO, which stands for Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory, is a multimillion dollar physics project cofounded by teams at MIT, Caltech, and more in 1992. The project, which is funded by the National Science Foundation, has largely been to search for and determine the existence of cosmic gravitational waves, a theoretical occurrence that scientists hope to confirm. The program is getting an upgrade this year. A new, more sensitive detector called Advanced LIGO is expected to be developed and will become fully operational by 2014. According to an MIT website for the project, “the Advanced LIGO project will completely upgrade the three U.S. gravitational wave interferometers, bringing these instruments to sensitivities that should make gravitational wave detections a routine occurrence.” It is widely believed that Advanced LIGO may help to advance cosmic gravitational waves from theory to fact, study black holes, and further confirm Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity.

RELATED WORDS: cosmic gravitational waves, theory of relativity

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I heard someone talking on the train the other day about ADVANCED LIGO and how the physics community is probably going to make a big announcement about their findings soon.”


ADzero (ad-ZEER-oh), noun


Who says the latest technology can’t be environmentally friendly too? Designed by Middlesex University student Kieron-Scott Woodhouse, ADzero is an Android smartphone made out of bamboo. The mission of the phone—and the ensuing design company—is “Reinventing Simplicity.” The body of the phone is crafted out of a single piece of organically grown bamboo wood, a renewable resource, while the internal mechanism of the device has been made using as many recyclable materials as possible.

“Bamboo may seem like a strange material to use for a phone, but it’s actually extremely strong and very durable, perfect qualities for this kind of application,” Woodhouse said, as reported in Britain’s the Telegraph. The phone is said to weigh half of what an iPhone does. The ADzero phone will first launch in the UK and China, then hopefully trickle down to the United States. When the phone does finally hit the market, it will also include new smartphone camera technology called “ring flash.” Built directly into the wooden casing, the flash produces more even lighting than traditional smartphone cameras. The launch of an eco-friendly smartphone comes at a time when e-waste—discarded electronics like computers, microwaves, and mobile phones—is on the rise. Many states have banned e-waste from landfills, with Colorado joining the pack this year.

RELATED WORDS: e-waste, ring flash

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I’m thinking about getting one of those new ADZERO phones. Since each one is made out of a piece of bamboo, no two are exactly alike.”


aerostats (AIR-oh-stats), noun


United States involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan has brought about the return of aerostats, blimp-like spy crafts last used in the 1960s. Back in 1998, the U.S. Army worked with American defense contractor Raytheon to develop an airborne missile-detecting sensor that could be kept tethered to the ground. Called JLENS, the Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted Sensor system allowed the military to better detect low-flying cruise missiles. A few years later, the ships were adapted so that they could be used to survey surrounding areas visually, not just with radar. “Known as Rapid Aerostat Initial Deployment, or RAID, the static blimps soon became a signature of U.S. bases in Iraq and Afghanistan,” wrote David Axe in an article about military airships on AOL.com. At their simplest definition, aerostats are spy balloons, and they’re a major threat against insurgents in the Middle East. A May 2012 article in Newsweek described aerostats thusly: “More than 100 feet long and packed with surveillance cameras and electronic eavesdropping equipment, the airships float tethered above cities, U.S. bases, and strategic highways.” Expect to hear mention of aerostats as the U.S. military sorts out the future of these high-tech spy crafts. For their 2013 budget, the Pentagon proposed cost-saving measures that would include grounding twenty-eight aerostats, saving some $6 billion.

RELATED WORDS: JLENS

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “The element of surprise is back now that the U.S. military has grounded all those AEROSTATS.”


Aha (ah-HA), noun


The simple car radio will be getting a serious upgrade this year when the new Suburu BRZ debuts with Aha as an option. To help attract “younger and tech-minded buyers, what was once a humble car radio is being packed with increasingly complex features that connect owners and their gear to their cars and to each other,” writes Jim Gorzelany in a Forbes article titled “Hottest New-Car Features for 2013.” The Aha system will allow drivers to access all of the media and information on their smartphones, something that can be augmented as time goes on. Aha radio assembles favorite radio stations, podcasts, music, even traffic reports, in one central—and mobile—location. Sure drivers can listen to the radio and play music, but they’ll also be able to search for a restaurant, get directions, sports scores, you name it. Working in tandem with Pioneer, an app-driven car dashboard, drivers (and passengers) can even have Aha read aloud updates from Facebook and Twitter using text-to-speech technology. Smartphone users who have downloaded the app will be able to stream their data from the phone and into the car using a USB connection or Bluetooth device.

RELATED WORDS: infotainment, text-to-speech

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “So glad my new car has AHA—it makes long car rides way easier.”


amazeballs (uh-MEYZ-bawlz), adjective


The word amazeballs has been picking up steam since 2009 when celebrity blogger Perez Hilton successfully made the word a trending topic on the social networking site Twitter. YouTube comedy duo Jessica and Hunter have also been credited with helping to make the term popular. Some have speculated that it will be officially added to the dictionary this year. The word amazeballs is used to connote positive feelings about something and is derived from the work amazing. It is stronger than “that’s great” and can be used in the same way you’d use the words awesome, fantastic, and wonderful. The word is frequently coupled with the word totes (short for totally), as in “this sandwich is totes amazeballs.” Since the word first began to circulate on social media, its use has become more mainstream and is poised to become one of the hottest slang terms for 2013. Since Perez Hilton got it trending, the word has been used on Glee, and various celebrities such as Simon Pegg, Giuliana Rancic, and Kate Walsh have used the word on Twitter. In 2010, Yahoo.com even featured a story called “The Most Amazeballs Women of 2010.” Late in 2012, the UK branch of Kellogg’s created a box of cereal called Totes Amazeballs at the request of British singer Tim Burgess. There was just one box made, but the company has since fielded numerous requests to produce the super-sweet cereal for the masses.

RELATED WORDS: amazing, Perez Hilton, totes, Twitter

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “How AMAZEBALLS would it be if we ran into some actual celebrities during our trip to Los Angeles?”


Anthropocene (AN-thruh-puh-seen), noun


Also called the “age of man,” the Anthropocene is the epoch you are currently living in and is marked by a rise in CO2 production, the growth of cities, and the rapid consumption of fossil fuels. The things that define this epoch though are the elements that could (and most likely will) destroy it. “Human beings have so altered the planet in just the past century or two that we’ve ushered in a new epoch: the Anthropocene,” writes Field Notes from a Catastrophe author Elizabeth Kolbert in an article about the Anthropocene in National Geographic. Coined by biologist Eugene F. Stoermer but popularized by Dutch chemist Paul Crutzen, there’s still some discussion on whether or not the term can be officially used. Many experts still believe this to be the Holocene period, but as the use of the word Anthropocene increases colloquially, its scientific usage is gaining traction. Determining the true start and finish to an epoch, of course, is somewhat complicated. In the near future—perhaps even this year—we may have the answer as scientists, paleoclimatologists, and experts alike are working on determining the exact start to the Anthropocene. It will be big news once that question is answered, since only then can it be officially included on the geologic timescale. Ultimately, it will be the International Union of Geological Sciences that gets to make the call.

RELATED WORDS: industrial revolution, paleoclimatologists, stratigraphers

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “It could be the end to the ANTHROPOCENE as we know it as soon as the fossil fuels are gone.”


anti-austerity movement (AN-tahy-aw-STER-i-tee moov-muhnt), noun


The anti-austerity movement was surging through Europe during the summer of 2012 and is likely to spill over into 2013 as unrest and debt issues in the Eurozone continue. Those who align themselves with the anti-austerity movement are protesting austerity measures by the government meant to cut a country’s deficit largely by way of limiting public services. A big portion of anti-austerity protesters includes public-sector workers like firefighters, police officers, education workers, and those related to health care fields, since these are the jobs most affected by government austerity measures and spending cuts. Meanwhile, people like British Parliament member and the Leader of the Labour Party and Leader of the Opposition Ed Miliband and French President François Holland have openly discussed taking an anti-austerity approach to solving the Eurozone crisis. According to a story by Jane Merrick in the Independent, Miliband’s plans for an anti-austerity approach would “be based on ‘measured’ deficit reduction and growth policies from those countries enjoying historically low interest rates” rather than targeting those that are already down and out.

RELATED WORDS: austerity, Blockupy Movement, Eurozone, Grexit, Occupy Movement

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I heard there were more protests in Europe over the weekend related to the ANTI-AUSTERITY MOVEMENT.”


anticipointment (an-tis-uh-POINT-muhnt), noun


When the promise of a new product, movie, or technological advance doesn’t live up to the hype, that’s anticipointment. The word is a combination of anticipation and disappointment and its use happens when those two sentiments intersect. Oftentimes it’s the media’s overwrought hype machine that can almost ensure anticipointed feelings if a product or event has been excessively covered. Though the word has been around for years, this year’s new releases could certainly push the word back into the limelight. For one, there’s the much awaited followup to Will Ferrell’s comedy Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy. The sequel to the 2004 flick, almost ten years in the making, is called Anchorman 2 and is due to hit the big screen this year. What else could lead to potential anticipointment in 2013? There’s the promise of an Apple TV set and the completion of the world’s biggest skyscraper, called Sky City, in China. Or maybe it will be with the release of Google’s super advanced glasses that can display notifications and content from your phone onto a mini screen just in front of your eyes. What if none of this is as cool as we all hoped? Well, that’s just a big anticipointment.

RELATED WORDS: Apple iTV, Project Glass, Sky City

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I hope the new Anchorman sequel doesn’t turn out to be a huge ANTICIPOINTMENT—I’ve been waiting so long for this movie.”


Apple iTV (ap-uhl AHY-tee-vee), noun


While Apple TV has allowed for the seamless display of things like movies and TV shows that you have stored in iTunes on your own TV set, the Apple iTV takes things to a whole new level. If/when it launches, this will be the hot technology item for the year. The Apple iTV is rumored to be a television set complete with an HD monitor. In a blog post on the New York Times website, Nick Bilton wrote in 2011 that he “learned that executives at Apple knew as far back as 2007 that the company would eventually make a dedicated TV. This realization came shortly after the company released the Apple TV, a box that connects to any manufacturer’s television to stream iTunes content. Consumers did not flock to the Apple TV, and rather than abandon the project, Apple began calling it a ‘hobby.’” That version of Apple TV is now in its third generation, but will certainly be overshadowed by the more sophisticated Apple iTV. Among the features that the product is rumored to have: a touchscreen monitor or touch screen remote control (like an iPod touch you use to control the TV), motion-sensor technology, and a large online library of content from which to choose.

RELATED WORDS: Apple, fanboy/fangirl, iPad, iPhone, iPod, Smart TV

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I don’t care how much it costs—I just think the APPLE ITV is so cool and I can’t wait to buy it.”


Aquarius Reef Base (uh-KWAIR-ee-uhs REEF beys), noun


An undersea lab owned by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association that’s been in use for two decades is at risk of being shuttered after its funding was cut in 2012. Called the Aquarius Reef Base—or just Aquarius for short—the lab is located in Key Largo, Florida, 60 feet below the water. Up to six divers—or aquanauts, as they are sometimes called—live in Aquarius in a space that measures just 400 square feet. The underwater lab has bunk beds, a kitchen, running water, and computers. When these aquanauts travel to Aquarius, they usually stay for about ten days at a time while they conduct their research, work on film projects, and so on. The base allows them to stay at a low depth and conduct their work without constantly having to return to the surface and thus risk the bends. The bends is a dangerous condition that happens when divers surface too quickly, thus developing nitrogen bubbles in their muscles. Expect to hear more about the Aquarius Reef Base as the newly developed Aquarius Foundation tries to raise the funds necessary to keep it in operation.

RELATED WORDS: aquanauts, the bends, NOAA

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I’ve always wanted to be able to do my research from the AQUARIUS REEF BASE—I hope it gets the funding it needs so that I can make that dream a reality someday.”


Areva (ah-REEV-ah), noun


French-based company Areva has energy sites worldwide, covering multiple facets related to the energy industry. They are involved with things like mining, chemistry, reactors, nuclear propulsion, fuel recycling, clean energy, and more. This energy conglomerate—one of the biggest nuclear-reactor builders in the world—is sure to make headlines this year if efforts to start construction on a uranium enrichment plant in Idaho begin as planned. Originally, Areva was supposed to start the work in 2012, but held off so that the company could have time to bounce back from low profitability the previous year. Idaho wasn’t the only project delayed because of this—Areva’s construction efforts in places like northern France, Finland, and Africa were also put on hold. In fact, many nuclear projects by companies across the world hit roadblocks in recent years because of the partial meltdown in Japan at the Fukushima nuclear reactor and the falling price of uranium that ensued. “Anti-nuclear campaigners such as Greenpeace are quick to argue that Areva’s woes demonstrate the folly of new investment in nuclear power,” writes Rav Casley Gera on clean-energy news site CleanTecnhnica. The $3 billion uranium enrichment plant in Idaho—dubbed Eagle Rock—a project that was granted a loan of $2 billion from the U.S. Department of Energy, is expected to finally commence this year.

RELATED WORDS: clean energy, Eagle Rock, nuclear power

HOW YOU’LL USE IT: “I wonder if there will be any Greenpeace protesters when that AREVA project in Idaho finally starts.”


Army Retention Initiative (ahr-mee ri-TEN-shuhn ih-NISH-ee-uh-tiv), noun


Quite literally, the Army Retention Initiative is an Army directive aimed at figuring out how to retain military personnel after their service contracts end later this year. It is also referred to as the Army Retention Program. With pressure to downsize the military, the initiative’s main goal is aimed at retaining quality soldiers—keeping only the best moving forward. In fact, under the Army Retention Initiative, re-enlistment may be denied to soldiers whom commanders consider to be less than stellar. The plan explicitly states that prior to the expiration of a soldier’s contract, a commander should communicate where he or she is lacking and what he or she would need to do in order to be able to re-enlist. According to the U.S. Army’s website, “Managing the Army’s retention program and its assigned objectives is essential to retaining a quality force with joint and expeditionary capabilities. Today’s Soldiers possess a wealth of skills and combat experience, and retaining these Soldiers is essential to the quality of the force.” Expect to hear more about the Army Retention Initiatives as American troops are withdrawn from Afghanistan and as the military begins to assemble its scaled-back force.
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