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Dedicated to Mani, who made me dance.
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MOON PHASE ASTROLOGY
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“Intuitive, poetic, and intriguing. More reverie than textbook, Raven Kaldera’s work makes for an enticing read.”

SUE TOMPKINS, AUTHOR OF ASPECTS IN ASTROLOGY

“In Moon Phase Astrology, Raven Kaldera weaves a magical tale of Moon lore, astrology, archetypes, and practical spiritual insight that imparts deep knowledge and understanding of the Moon’s impact on our lives. The wisdom of the ages permeates this methodical collection of information, enticing you to learn more about your dance through the seasons and cycles of the Moon based on the lunar phase at the time of birth. Highly recommended!”

SUSAN SELENE, INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN PSYCHIC AND ASTROLOGER

“Raven Kaldera’s Moon Phase Astrology is a much-needed addition to astrology’s literature on the Moon and how it affects our emotional and spiritual approach to life. By understanding the current Moon phase and the phase we were born under, we can more easily manage our responses to the ebb and flow of both stressful and joyful intervals. This book is an exceptional tool for keeping ourselves on an even keel during these challenging times.”

DONNA CUNNINGHAM, MSW, AUTHOR OF 
MOON SIGNS AND THE MOON IN YOUR LIFE



INTRODUCTION

THE ETERNAL DANCE

I like to think that the Moon is still there even when I am not looking at it.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

When a finger points to the Moon, the imbecile looks at the finger.

CHINESE PROVERB

The Moon is a dancer. That dance is sometimes seen as wayward, like the Norse Moon god Mani, who would stray from his nightly vigils to watch friends and rescue abused children, and had to be kept on track by a large wolf running after him through the sky. It is sometimes seen as reliable as clockwork, like the lunar Egyptian god Thoth, who ruled letters and numbers and invented the calendar. Sometimes the Moon is male, as in the previous examples; sometimes she is female, like the Afro-Caribbean Yemaya, or the Greek Artemis or Selene. Some traditions link the Moon with the woman’s monthly menstrual cycle. Sometimes the Moon is seen as nurturing and maternal, sometimes as implacable and deadly. It is said to cause lunacy, and there is both a yearning for and a general mistrust of the half-hidden magical glow of moonlight . . . as opposed to the bright, revealing nakedness of sunlight.

Those are just some of the myths and perceptions surrounding Earth’s heavenly companion. Our two most significant astrological planets, the Sun and Moon, come together in a conjunction—being in the same place in the sky—once every lunar month, during the New Moon. (For beginners, that means that if you’re born on a New Moon, you’ll probably have the Sun and Moon together in the same sign, perhaps even conjunct each other.) The rest of the time, they go their own way, touching and whirling apart again. If you’re looking at the Moon from the solar perspective—which is the basis for our modern calendar, and most children are not taught anything differ-ent—the Moon looks annoyingly unreasonable, refusing to match up at any standard point. If you’re looking astrologically at the Moon from the Sun’s rational perspective (the Sun symbolizes the clear, rational “daylight” view), the same issues apply. To the left-brained identity, the moon’s right-brained imagery must be nailed down safely in words and categories and solutions or ignored . . . which, of course, we do at our peril.

People tend to believe that the Moon’s cycle is twenty-eight days long, and that number is actually listed frequently in books about lunar myths and magic. If it were twenty-eight days long, of course, thirteen lunar months would fit reasonably into the solar cycle of 365.25 days. It isn’t, though. It’s twenty-nine-and-a-half days long, and there are somewhere between twelve and thirteen moons per solar year. The Moon ignores the Sun’s neat yearly cycle; it has its own agenda, its own pattern, its own dance. The pattern of Moon and Sun repeats over a period of 18.6 years. There’s really no such thing as a “lunar year,” because the 365-day concept of “year” is based on the Sun. The Moon may reflect the Sun’s light, but it doesn’t work on the Sun’s schedule. It keeps spinning along, doing its thing, and annoying the solar-centered calendar-makers who would like for it to line up properly. Yet to attempt to make it fit the solar year is to deny the Moon’s own nature, just as so many of us try to force our own erratic, annoying, feeling natures into a logical left-brained ego-control pattern.

Ancient civilizations handled the calendrical anomalies in various ways. Some, like the Hebrews, Egyptians, Greeks, and Hindus, went with twelve lunar months per year and added an extra month every three years to keep the calendar from slipping too badly away from the natural harvest cycle. The Celts went with thirteen months in their lunar tree calendar, but started the solar year on the first New Moon after the winter solstice, which truncated the last month more often than not. Some worked with two calendars side by side, and some used only the lunar or only the solar year.

The lunar month has eight phases—New Moon, Waxing Crescent Moon (here shortened to Crescent), Waxing Quarter Moon, Gibbous Moon, Full Moon, Disseminating Moon, Waning Quarter Moon, and Balsamic Moon (the waning crescent before the Moon goes into the dark again). The names that I use were made popular by noted astrologer Dane Rudhyar, one of the few astrologers to work extensively with the Moon phases. (For his take on the subject, try his book The Lunation Cycle: A Key to the Understanding of Personality.)

You’ll notice, if you’re the sort who studies calendars, that the Sun also has eight “phases,” if you will, marked out by the solstices, equinoxes, and “cross-quarter” days of Imbolc, Beltane, Lammas, and Samhain, holidays named various things in various cultures but still found over and over again as markers of the solar year. I’ve speculated that the Sun’s eight “phases” might echo, in some way, the phase tale of the Moon. If this were the case, then Yule (the winter solstice when the Sun is at its ebb) would correspond to the New Moon of beginnings. Imbolc/Oimelc (February 1 or thereabouts) would correspond to the Crescent Moon and its call to action. The stormy spring equinox, Ostara/Eostre, would echo the Waxing Quarter Moon and its crisis, and fertile May Day would echo the healing Gibbous Moon. The Full Moon would correspond, of course, to the bright summer solstice and its archetypal Sun God. Lammas/Lughnasad (August 1 or thereabouts, the holiday of the sacrificed Corn King) would echo the Disseminating Moon—one imagines the crops carried off the field and “disseminated” into seeds that would be ground or planted the following year. The fall equinox, the time of hunting and harvest, would correspond to the Waning Quarter, and Samhain/Halloween, holiday of ancestor worship and remembering the Dead, would echo the Balsamic Moon’s gentle descent into old age. The Moon may not dance on the Sun’s schedule, but its pattern is not so different after all, it seems.

When I started studying the Moon phases, it really took me aback when I realized that eight phases passing through twelve signs produced ninety-six different Moons. Ninety-six—now there’s a magic number for you. It’s a multiple of three, the original “magic number,” and when you write it, it is entirely made up of circles and crescents. It is also eerily similar to the symbol for Cancer, which is the Moon’s own sign. There’s no such thing as coincidence, I say. It’s synchronicity—or, in some cases, a divine set-up for those with eyes to notice. Irrational or not, the Moon has nothing against numbers. It just has its own patterns of mathematics, which should probably be studied by someone who is much, much more proficient at anything mathematical than I am.

I’ve already mentioned that the New Moon is the phase where the Moon and Sun line up. On the Full Moon, the Moon is in the sign opposing the Sun. In other words, if it’s May and the Sun is in Taurus, the New Moon during that time will be in Taurus, but the Full Moon during that time will be in Scorpio. If you know that Leo and Aquarius are the signs that square those two, you’ll also know that the Waxing Quarter will be in Leo (at a right angle to Taurus in the forward direction) and that the Waning Quarter will be in Aquarius (at a right angle to Taurus in the backward direction). For the actual times when the signs change, don’t be ashamed to have to check an ephemeris or a calendar; even experienced astrologers do that. If you’re trying to find out the Moon phase you were born under . . . well, sometimes it’s easy and obvious; you can read the descriptions of the Moon phases in this book, look at your chart, and count signs and degrees. If your astrology chart includes a major aspect between your Sun and Moon, for example, it will be easy to tell. If your Moon is on one of the cusps of a phase, you might want to consult with an ephemeris or an astrologer to get it exactly right, or just read the two possible options and see which one “clicks” for you. (For nonastrologers, check the section just after this one: “How to Use This Book.”)

The Moon sails through twelve signs, writing an eight-part story about the essence of the Moon in each sign. The archetypes of the New Moons are children or youths, whereas the Balsamic Moons star wise elders. Some of the Moons—namely the Quarter Moons—are more unpleasant than others. Moons in signs that don’t harmonize well with the lunar energy also tend to be less “easy” to walk through. That’s just the way of things. Every Moon has its challenges, but some are more challenging than others. As any astrologer knows, if you’ve got planets squaring your Moon, you’re in for some unpleasantries. The Quarter Moons contain the energy of the square aspect, so if you read them and wince, well, you’d be wincing just as much if you read a description of some planet squaring your Moon. The idea is to wince, but then to recognize the challenges and pitfalls and do something about them. Also, keep in mind that the Moon is only one part of your chart. An “easy” Moon sign and phase can be made more difficult by being in an afflicting aspect to other planets, while a more “difficult” Moon sign and phase can be supported by enhancing aspects. Then there’s all the other cacophony going on with the rest of the planets and asteroids. Indeed, while it’s close to your heart—and in a way, it is your heart—the Moon does not rule your life any more than any other single planet. Keep that in mind when you read the descriptions, and adjust accordingly.

Where did I get all these stories? I asked the Moon, and at the same time I scrutinized a lot of people’s astrological Moons and experimented with the energy of each Moon as it passed. They are not written about specifically as Moon tales in any ancient literature, although they are echoed in myths and legends all over the world. After all, we are all human and have the same human experiences. I would never suggest that these are the only way that the Moon’s tales could be told. The Moon is more versatile than that.

The twelve Moon stories affect us in different ways. First, there is the effect of our own natal Moon. The first thing anyone does when they get an astrology book is turn to their own information if they have the details to access it. In fact, you probably looked up your own Moon sign and phase (if you know it) before you even started reading this chapter. The Moon sign and phase that you were born under will haunt your emotional life and its attendant lessons. It’s as if you were born to live and struggle with that moment in the story, over and over, until you’ve perfected it and ironed out all its wrinkles . . . until you play the story, and the story does not play you. If it’s a more challenging Moon, find the positive aspects to it and concentrate on nurturing those instead of falling into the tempting negative traits.

Second, there is the effect of the actual transiting Moon in the sky, which touches every one of us regardless of aspects in our natal chart. Even if a particular Moon isn’t giving us more than the lightest of touches, it is probably touching some of the people around us in heavier ways. When you’re accustomed to looking, you can see the influence of the Moon in other people and feel it in the currents of the world around you. For those who want to make the most of the Moon’s phases in their lives, I’ve suggested activities that are particularly useful to work on during any given sign and phase. If more than one person wants to try it, one could begin a Moon Story group, in person or through correspondence, doing the various activities and journaling about them. I’ve also provided a number of inspirational quotes for each Moon archetype to illuminate its meaning. These can be used to meditate on to gain a better understanding of the essence of each Moon.

Keep in mind that if the transiting Moon is in the same sign as your natal Moon, it’s going to affect you more strongly regardless of the phase that it’s in. It may have the effect of casting the “shadow” of a different phase of the transiting Moon temporarily over your natal Moon. The chart I’ll use in my examples has a Rebel Moon (Waxing Quarter in Aquarius). When the Moon in the sky passes through Aquarius, but in the Waning Quarter, the bearer of this chart might experience the story of the Heretic’s Moon (Waning Quarter in Aquarius) taking place in their life at that time. Since the Moon passes through your own Moon sign every month, in its various phases, you may find that you resonate with each of the other Moon phases in your Moon sign’s story at different times—in fact, it would be surprising if you didn’t. You’ve experienced those other Moon phases casting their “shadow” over your Moon hundreds of times since you were born. The sign energy is stronger than the phase energy; you will resonate more strongly with the other Moons as the Moon passes through your sign than as it passes through your phase.

Third, there is the effect of the other planets in your chart. While the Sun’s aspect determines the main phase of your natal Moon, other planets will affect it as well. Another way that the “shadow” of another phase can be cast over your Moon is if the natal Moon and another planet align in a major aspect. For example, since the Moon is full when it is in opposition to the Sun, any planet in opposition to your Moon adds a bit of that Full Moon energy to your Moon, no matter what phase the Moon is in. In addition, it’s likely that when the aspecting planet is being strongly energized by aspects to other planets, it will temporarily strengthen that “shadow” over your Moon.

In the example chart shown in the next section, the Moon is opposed by Mars. When this person’s natal Mars is being strongly aspected and stimulated by other planets, its energy may strengthen the Full Moon shadow on the Waxing Quarter Moon. This person may feel a vague sense of the energy of the Full Moon in that sign throughout this period, in addition to their own Moon phase and the current phase of the Moon in the sky. This means that celestial forces will constantly push you through other parts of the story of your Moon sign, which can hold you back, help you mature, or at least give you new energies to work with. It’s worth it to study all the phases of your Moon sign, to be aware of these energies. (Again, for those who don’t have enough experience with astrology to understand most of the last paragraph, please see the next section: How to Use This Book.)

If you absorb these stories, you’ll see them everywhere—in people, in events, in humanity in general. That’s because they describe the emotional reality of being human. We know them all, instinctively, because the Moon keeps circling above us and affecting us. Some may be more alien than others, but none are more or less sacred and amazing—even the difficult ones. These tales are the ebb and flow of the human heart, the salty inner sea that beats like the wings of eagles. They are the astrological heartbeat. Take them into yourself and understand not only your own heart, but that of everyone around you.



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

FOR THE COMPLETE BEGINNER


FINDING YOUR MOON SIGN AND PHASE

The first step in finding your Moon sign and phase is getting a copy of your astrological chart. There are a wide variety of websites and computer programs that can generate an astrological chart, provided you have the date, time, and place of birth. (If you do not know the exact time of birth, find the Moon sign and phase for 12:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., and 11:59 p.m. This will give you the range of possibilities. The exact place of birth has a much smaller effect.) Two good sites with free charts on the Internet are:

ASTROLABE: www.alabe.com/­freechart

This is a good place for beginners to print out a chart. The descriptions given below the chart provide a computer-generated example of how some parts of your chart might be interpreted. They do not take into account the complex interactions between the various parts of the chart, so they may be contradictory or irrelevant.

ASTRODIENST: www.astro.com/­horoscopes

At the bottom of the page are links for “Chart Drawing, Ascendant” (good for beginners) and “Advanced Chart Selection” (for advanced users).

Note: These and other websites suggested in this book also sell services to the public. I am in no way representing or advocating for these sites or their pay services. I am merely including them as possible resources. If these sites are no longer available, a web search for the terms astrological chart, birth chart, or natal chart should find similar sites.

By using one of these websites, some other computer software, or an astrologer, you’ll end up with a chart similar to those on pages 10–11. An astrological chart contains a circle divided into twelve parts with a lot of lines and symbols on it, and perhaps a graph or tables of more detailed information. These tables show the most important symbols on the chart. Your chart may contain additional symbols, or your symbols (especially Capricorn) may look slightly different than these. Don’t worry, you don’t need to understand it all. For now, we are only interested in the position of the Sun and Moon. (In astrology, the Sun and Moon are commonly referred to as “planets” because they affect us in the same ways as the other heavenly bodies.)

[image: image]

Symbols for the Planets
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Symbols for the Signs

In Example A, the position of the Sun is shown as [image: image] and the Moon 
is [image: image]. The first symbol is the planet, and the second symbol shows the sign. The first number tells us the position of the planet by indicating how many degrees the planet is from the beginning of that sign. (The last number gives greater precision, indicating a fraction of a degree.) The lines in the center show relationships between the planets, which you can ignore for now.

[image: image]

Example A

Example B shows a more complex style of chart for the same person. On the right is a table listing the positions of the planets with even greater precision, using a two-letter abbreviation for the sign, rather than the symbol. On the circular chart the positions of the sun and moon are noted as 453 and 941, and the sign is assumed from the position of the symbol. Don’t worry about the rest of the information. Just find the positions of the Sun and Moon. In our example, all we need to know right now is that the Sun is at 4 degrees Scorpio and the Moon is at 9 degrees Aquarius.

[image: image]

Example B

Next, we need to find the Moon phase, which involves a small amount of math. To find the Moon phase, we need to know how many degrees apart the Sun and Moon are. Look up your Sun sign and your Moon sign in this table: this number will tell you how many degrees are between the two signs. In our example, the Sun is in Scorpio, and the Moon is in Aquarius; according to the table, there are 90 degrees from Scorpio to Aquarius.


[image: image]

Here is the math to get the full distance between the Sun and Moon: Number from table + Degrees of Moon - Degrees of Sun = Degrees from Sun to Moon.

In our example, with the Sun at 4-degrees Scorpio and the Moon at 9-degrees Aquarius, we get 90 + 9 – 4 = 95 degrees. Now, look up the number we just calculated in the table below to determine your Moon phase. In our example, 95 degrees indicates the Waxing Quarter Moon, and the Waxing Quarter Moon in Aquarius is the Rebel Moon. Look up your own number in the following table to get your Moon phase, and then look up that phase and sign in the Table of Contents to find your Moon.

DEGREES AND CORRESPONDING MOON PHASES



	PHASE
	DEGREES BETWEEN



	New Moon
	0º–44º



	Crescent Moon (Waxing Crescent)
	45º–89º



	Waxing Quarter Moon (First Quarter)
	90º–134º



	Gibbous Moon (Waxing Gibbous)
	135º–179º



	Full Moon
	180º–224º



	Disseminating Moon (Waning Gibbous)
	225º–269º



	Waning Quarter Moon (Last Quarter)
	270º–314º



	Balsamic Moon (Waning Crescent)
	315º–360º



	New Moon
	360º–390º







COMPARING METHODS OF DETERMINING THE MOON PHASE

There are a wide variety of tools for finding and tracking Moon phases, and these can be used as long as the method of determining the Moon sign is understood. There are three main methods used to determine the Moon sign. Most online tools will use an astronomical method, where the four primary phases of the Moon (New, First Quarter, Full, Last Quarter) are specific instants in time, and the waxing and waning phases describe the entirety of the transition between primary phases. For instance, if the Full Moon is on June 12th at 11:15 a.m. and the Waning Quarter Moon (Last Quarter) is on June 19th at 4:29 a.m., then by this method June 13th through 18th are likely to be listed as the Disseminating Moon (Waning Gibbous).

The astrological method of moon phase calculation divides the lunar cycle into eight equal parts approximately 3.7-days long. The four primary phases begin at the precise instant of the astronomical Moon phase, and the waxing and waning phases begin exactly halfway between. By this method, the Full Moon in the above example lasts from June 12th at 11:15 a.m. to June 15th at 7:22 p.m., and the Disseminating Moon lasts from June 15th at 7:22 p.m. to June 19th at 4:29 a.m. If you were born even a few minutes before the moon was at its fullest, then from an astrological perspective you were born under the Gibbous Moon. This is the method used in the calculations in the previous section.

To many people, this astrological method doesn’t feel quite right. They may consider the Full Moon to be the three days when the moon looks the fullest. This can be called the natural method of Moon phase calculation, where the moon is considered to be in each phase for a day or so on either side of the astronomical Moon phase, and there isn’t a specific moment when the phase changes from Gibbous to Full, or Full to Disseminating. This method of phase calculation can be useful for activities like gardening by the Moon, or doing magical rituals with Moon energy. However, this method can become complicated. For instance, some people consider the fully dark New Moon to have a very different energy than the first visible crescent or the last sliver of the “old” Moon. They might feel that the distinct energy of the Quarter Moons is only perceptible quite near the astronomical moment of the Quarter Moon, while the Gibbous and Crescent Moons occupy a longer period of time.

The presence of all these different methods may seem ambiguous and confusing, but for the purposes of this book we are only going to concern ourselves with the astrological method. Astrology is a practice that attempts to make the cosmic cycles as clear and mathematically precise as possible. From an astrological perspective this is the best way to calculate the energy of the Moon as a part of the cosmic clock, as opposed to a luminous rock that orbits the Earth and moves the tides.

The figure below compares the three calculation methods visually.

[image: image]




USING CURRENT MOON PHASE INFORMATION

While this book focuses on interpreting the significance of a person’s natal Moon, the current Moon phase also influences us. Because Moon phase information is so frequently provided in terms of percentage illuminated or days since the New Moon, I am providing the following table for you to get a rough conversion.

CONVERSIONS FOR MOON PHASES



	MOON PHASE
	APPROXIMATE PERCENT ILLUMINATED
	DAYS SINCE NEW



	New Moon
	0–15% (waxing)
	0–4 days



	Crescent Moon (Waxing Crescent)
	15–50% (waxing)
	4–7 days



	Waxing Quarter Moon (First Quarter)
	50–85% (waxing)
	7–11 days



	Gibbous Moon (Waxing Gibbous)
	85–100% (waxing)
	11–15 days



	Full Moon
	85–100% (waning)
	15–19 days



	Disseminating Moon (Waning Gibbous)
	50–85% (waning)
	19–21 days



	Waning Quarter Moon (Last Quarter)
	15–50% (waning)
	21–26 days



	Balsamic Moon (Waning Crescent)
	0–15% (waning)
	26–29 days




For instance, if the Moon phase is listed as Waning Gibbous with 98 percent of the Moon’s visible disk illuminated, then astrologically, it is the Full Moon because it is just after the astronomical full moon. However, if it is listed as Waxing Gibbous with 98 percent illuminated, then astrologically it is the Gibbous Moon, because it is just prior to the astronomical full moon. You must get the waxing or waning part correct in order to get the correct phase.

If the Moon is listed as “24 days past new” then astrologically it is the Waning Quarter Moon. If it is listed as “7 days past new” then you would have to check the date and time of the First Quarter in order to determine when on that day the phase changes from the Crescent Moon to the Waxing Quarter Moon. Here are a few sites that provide current Moon phase information.

ZODIAC ARTS: www.zodiacarts.com/­Calendar.shtml

This is a great site, providing a clear and useful monthly calendar showing the time and date of all eight current Moon phases as well as their astrological sign and position.

MOON CONNECTION: www.moonconnection.com

This site provides a monthly visual Moon phase calendar for any month you choose, as well as a current moon phase calculator you can include in your website or blog. It also provides information about the paid software QuickPhase Pro, which provides many features for working with the Moon.

NAVAL OCEANOGRAPHY PORTAL:
www.usno.navy.mil/­USNO/­astronomical­applications

Hosted by the United States Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command, this website provides detailed Sun and Moon data, as well as other dates of astronomical and meteorological interest. Select “Complete Sun and Moon Data for One Day” and enter your information. They also provide tables of the time and date of the primary phases of the Moon and tables of the percentage of the Moon that is illuminated on each day for a full year.

I realize that the Internet is an ephemeral place and that any website I list may be gone in a matter of months, but I would hope, assuming for some future other than the collapse of civilization, that a simple web search using the keywords moon phase calculator or moon phase calendar would turn up an equivalent to the ones listed above.




SHADOWING MOONS

Earlier, in the introduction, I mentioned that various planetary aspects in the chart can color, or “shadow,” the story of one’s natal Moon. This means that you don’t have only one story; while our example chart has a Rebel Moon (Waxing Quarter Moon in Aquarius), other planetary aspects involving the Moon can give this story the additional flavor of other Aquarius Moons, other Waxing Quarter Moons, and to a lesser extent, any other moon which has a relationship to the planetary aspects in the chart or their relationship to the current sky. Figuring out which Moons shadow your own is a little complicated for the complete beginner, but I’ll try to lay it out here as simply as possible. If it’s too confusing, please do consult an astrologer; that’s what we’re there for.

Planetary Rulers 

First, take a look at your Moon glyph in the big circle again. Does it have another planet right next to it, practically on top of it? Are they in the same sign? When you look at the degree marker of the other planet, are they less than 10 degrees apart? (You can have planets close together on either side of a sign cusp—the edge of a sign—so that they’re less than 10 degrees apart but in different signs, but that’s a more complicated situation and one I won’t go into here.) If you’ve answered yes to all of the above, you have another planet in conjunction with your Moon. To understand the effect of that planet, look at the moon in the same phase as your own Moon, in the sign that is ruled by that planet. For instance, Jupiter rules Sagittarius, so if your Moon is in conjunction with Jupiter, you can look at the Sagittarius Moon in the same phase as your own. For planets that rule two different signs, you may feel the effect of either or both. Our example chart does not have any planets conjunct the Moon, but if yours does, refer to the following list of planetary rulers to see what other Moons may be shadowing yours.

The Sun rules the Leo Moon. 

The Moon rules the Cancer Moon.

Mercury rules the Gemini Moon and the Virgo Moon.

Venus rules the Taurus Moon and the Libra Moon.

Mars rules the Aries Moon.

Jupiter rules the Sagittarius Moon.

Saturn rules the Capricorn Moon.

Uranus rules the Aquarius Moon.

Neptune rules the Pisces Moon.

Pluto rules the Scorpio Moon.

Major Aspects 

Does your Moon have lines running out from it to various other planetary symbols? Those are aspects, places where planets click with each other because they’re close in degree at specific angles. (Astrologers have different opinions on exactly how close the degrees need to be, so some versions of a chart may show more lines than others.) Not everyone will have these angles to their Moon, but most will. Some of those angles are beneficial, some challenging; some are major and some are minor. In our example charts on pages 10–11, A shows lines that indicate aspects but gives no detailed information. If you don’t know how to determine aspects on your own, you will need a chart like Example B, which has a grid showing the aspects.

Look at the graph—yours may look slightly different, but find the long row or column marked with the Moon symbol. You’ll see a new set of symbols in these boxes. The most important ones are listed below. In the example, you can see the symbols for opposition and trine underneath the Moon, as well as two other 
symbols ([image: image]), which indicate minor aspects.

[image: image] Opposition, directly across from each other, six signs apart. Approximately a 180-degree angle. 

[image: image] Trine, a third of the way around, four signs apart. Approximately a 120-degree angle.

[image: image] Square, a quarter of the way around, three signs apart. Approximately a 90-degree angle.

[image: image] Sextile, two signs apart. Approximately a 60-degree angle.

If you find one of these four symbols under the Moon symbol, take note of the other planet involved (on the other axis of the graph; refer to the planetary symbol chart again if need be). In the example, the symbol for 
opposition ([image: image]) is in the row marked with the Mars 
symbol ([image: image]) and the symbol for 
trine ([image: image]) is in the row marked with the Pluto 
symbol ([image: image] or [image: image]), showing that the Moon is in opposition to Mars and trine Pluto. Your grid may include many minor aspects, and it may include aspects to things besides planets. Ignore these for now, and find only the four major aspects listed here. (If there are no major aspects to your Moon, move ahead to the section on Transits.)

Now go back to the circle chart and look at your Moon again. Look at the lines that radiate out from it, and try to figure out which planet is on the other end of each line by checking the symbol. The lines may be color-coded or marked with symbols. In the example chart, three lines radiate from the Moon. One goes to Mars, another to Pluto, and a third to the Sun. (Because the aspect between the Moon and Sun is what determines the Moon phase, we don’t need to reexamine that aspect here.)

Once you’ve identified which of the lines represent which aspect from the graph, figure out whether the other planets are ahead of or behind your Moon. The chart is read counterclockwise. Planets that are sneaking up on your Moon from behind, aspecting it from the earlier parts of the chart, are called approaching aspects. Planets that are further ahead of your Moon, aspecting it from the later parts of the chart, are called separating aspects. Figure out what each aspect is and write that down. (The Sun does not count in this list, because its position determines the phase of the Moon. Here you’re looking at the aspects of Mercury through Pluto.)

Now, refer to the following list. Here you’ll be looking under the same sign as your Moon, in different phases. If your Moon and a planet have a

separating sextile ([image: image], further ahead), look at the Crescent Moon. 

separating square ([image: image], further ahead), look at the Waxing Quarter Moon. 

opposition ([image: image]), look at the Full Moon.

approaching trine ([image: image], behind your Moon), look at the Disseminating Moon. 

approaching square ([image: image], behind your Moon), look at the Waning Quarter Moon. 

approaching sextile ([image: image], behind your Moon), look at the Waning Quarter Moon.

In our example chart, the Aquarius Moon is in opposition to Mars, so we’d look at the Full Moon in Aquarius, the Friendship Moon. The Moon is also trined to Pluto. Since Pluto is behind the Moon (an approaching trine) we’d look at the Disseminating Moon in Aquarius, the Apostle’s Moon. (The Moon is also squaring the Sun in this example. The natal Moon phase is determined by the Moon’s position relative to the Sun, while these other aspects are determined by the aspecting planet’s position relative to the Moon. (This is why the Sun in a square aspect behind the Moon is the Waxing Quarter, not the Waning Quarter.)

Note to astrologers: Use the Gibbous and the Disseminating for quincunxes in either direction. You use the Moon to calculate these aspects in the way that you use the Sun to calculate the Moon’s phases. Aspects more minor than the quincunx can be calculated in the same way.

Rulers and Aspects 

Still with us? To go a little further and find yet more “shadows,” combine the last two sections. (Conjunction is actually one of the major aspects. Its symbol 
is [image: image].) Take each aspect you have listed and look at the phase indicated in the previous section (pages 20–21) with the sign ruled by the other planet (listed in the Planetary Rulers section on page 18). In our example, the Moon is opposing Mars, so you would look up the Full Moon (opposition) in Aries (Mars), which is the Warrior’s Moon. The Moon is also in an approaching trine to Pluto, so you would look up the Disseminating Moon (approaching trine) in Scorpio (Pluto), which is the Witch’s Moon. These should all give you a little more depth to your exploration of your Internal Emotive Self.

Note to Astrologers: You might also look at aspects to the planet that rules the natal Moon (assuming that the natal Moon is not in Cancer), although I haven’t explored this possibility much as of now.




TRANSITS

Determining the effect of transits—the way that the revolving planets in the sky periodically shadow your natal Moon—is trickier, but not impossible. Assuming you’re not consulting an astrologer—if you are, you can just have them make you a nice neat list of transits to your Moon for whatever period of time you’d like—you will need to go to one of the free-chart websites and look for transits. Then plug in your birth data and how long a period you want to look at (a month, three months, six months, a year, and so forth), and the site will give you a list. That list will contain transits of all the planets to all your planets. Ignore most of them—just look at the ones marked natal moon. Then refer to the previous sections using that information.

Space prohibits a lengthy discussion of transits. Suffice it to say that if they involve inner planets, they move fast and can last a matter of hours. If they involve the outermost planets, they can go on for months or even years. That, too, an astrologer can help you with. However, if you want to get a feel for what’s going on—what lunar lesson is being pressed on you—without the aid of an astrologer, try cross-referencing your Moon transits with the stories in this book.





1

IN THE BEGINNING

THE NEW MOON


[image: image]

We tend to think things are new because we’ve just discovered them.

MADELEINE L’ENGLE

THE NEW MOON is the time when you can’t see the Moon in the sky. It is entirely hidden by the Earth’s shadow, but its energy is like that of a seed in the ground, waiting to burst forth. During this phase, the Moon is often in the same sign as the Sun, having circled back around to meet its solar partner once more. Its energy begins when the Moon conjuncts the Sun, and this phase continues until the Moon is 44 degrees ahead of the Sun. The New Moon is the time of beginnings, and all twelve of these stories begin with the New Moon. Everything is just an unformed idea with no manifestation. The archetypes here are children and adolescents, not yet firm in their own identity, but already bearing qualities that will become the basis for what is yet to be.

People born under a New Moon are often childlike at heart. Whether that child is happy and trusting or wounded and feral depends on the sign, the aspects to the Moon, and the childhood of the person in question. It is not so much that they are emotionally shallow as that they are emotionally unsophisticated. The Moon is most powerful at the New and the Full, and the New Moon is especially powerful when it conjuncts the Sun. These people may be great at beginnings, but not so great at follow-up. Ironically, they may not blossom into emotional adulthood until later in life.
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INFANT’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN ARIES

The New Moon in Aries is the most primal of all beginnings. First of the first, Aries in this phase is the tiny Infant freshly come into the world, squalling and hungry, greedy for love and experience and happiness. The other New Moons all seem to start a little later, with a child or adolescent, but the Infant is so new that he barely has a personality. Well, he’s an Aries, so of course he has a personality. An exuberant one, you can bet.

Astrologer Linda Goodman once exclaimed about how appropriate it was that the archetypal Infant of Aries was protected by the seasoned and powerful Warrior of Mars. Be that as it may with the Aries Sun, on the Aries New Moon the Warrior is hardly a glimpse on the horizon, barely believable, and the Moon—patron of the Inner Child—starts with the newly born. The story will end in a very different place, but the Aries Moon struggle will be about faith or distrust in the Universe, as well as the important lesson of learning self-control and honor. Right now, of course, he has neither. Infants don’t. He does have a lot more trust than most signs, even in the beginning, and so this is the strong point we begin with.

On the Infant’s Moon, we begin things. That’s what it’s for. It is the Fool card of the Tarot deck, blithely stepping off the cliff with unquenchable faith in the Universe’s benevolence. We revisit our relationship with that state of utter faith and excitement for the grand unknown. Have we become too cynical for that kind of trust? That’s part of the Aries Moon story too, somewhere in the distant future of the cycle, but if we are to get anything at all out of the Infant’s Moon, we must at least suspend our disbelief long enough to feel what the Infant feels. The Infant hasn’t been hurt yet; he suckles needily, trusting that it will be there again in an hour when he is hungry, and again, and again. We can’t remember that far back, but we can imagine it. Or, rather, we need to be able to imagine it, if only for a few minutes.

People born on the Infant’s Moon are in many ways a living archetype of Aries. This is made more salient by the fact that during the New Moon the Sun is very likely to be in Aries as well, and fairly likely to be in conjunction range with the Moon. Most Infant’s Moon people are double Aries, with an Aries Sun sign and Moon sign. On top of that is the Aries-ness of the New Moon being the first lunar position. They want to be first, in everything, and they act from instinct. Emotionally, they are very raw and primal; even if they have enough other aspects to cover it with a blanket of sophistication, the straightforward openness shines through in their emotional endeavors.

They may at their worst be intolerably infantile in their emotions as well. They want what they want, and often they don’t understand why they just can’t get it. Whether they are endearing or infuriating will have a lot to do with whether their Moon is afflicted, what their upbringing was like—were they indulged or disciplined or neglected?—and whether they still retain the Infant’s trust in the Universe to take care of them. At their best, they can be a wonderful inspiration to the more cynical, who don’t know how to trust anything, but will watch in fascination as people born under the Aries New Moon walk off the cliff smiling and live.
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Quotes for the Infant’s Moon

All glory comes from daring to begin.

EUGENE WARE

Psychoanalysis shows the human infant as the passive recipient of love, unable to bear hostility. Development is the learning to love actively and to bear rejection.

KARL STERN

We cannot put off living until we are ready. The most salient characteristic of life is its coerciveness; it is always urgent, “here and now,” without any possible postponement. Life is fired at us point blank.

JOSÉ ORTEGA Y GASSET

I place my faith in fools. Self-confidence, my friends call it.

EDGAR ALLAN POE

Men often bear little grievances with less courage than they do great misfortunes.

AESOP

Resentment seems to have been given us by nature for a defense, and for a defense only. It is the safeguard of justice and the security of innocence.

ADAM SMITH

We need others. We need others to love and we need to be loved by them. There is no doubt that without it, we too, like the infant left alone, would cease to grow, cease to develop, choose madness and even death.

LEO BUSCAGLIA

He continued to be an infant long after he ceased to be a prodigy.

ROBERT MOSES

I had as many doubts as anyone else. Standing on the starting line, we’re all cowards.

ALBERTO SALAZAR

That’s what it takes to be a hero, a little gem of innocence inside you that makes you want to believe that there still exists a right and wrong, that decency will somehow triumph in the end.

LISE HAND
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DRYAD’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN TAURUS

The New Moon in Taurus is the Dryad’s Moon. Here Taurus, the earthiest of Earth signs, comes forth in a form that is as close to Nature as it is possible for humankind to get. The Dryad is the shy, quiet spirit of a tree, innocent not in the human infant way of Aries, but in the way of a wild thing that does not differentiate between self and the rest of Nature. New Moons are beginnings, and this Moon calls us back to the earthly beginning, when we were not yet differentiated from the rest of the natural world, before the human identity began.

Nearly all Grecian dryads were seen as female, at least in art (which may have had less to do with mythology and more to do with the preferred subjects of artists), but in more northerly climes legend tells of the Green Man, the figure with face and beard made of leaves, literally singing greenery from his mouth, adorning church and inn and bookend alike. The Green Man was known in some locations as Jack-in-the-Green, a wild man running through the streets who ended up being sacrificed and beheaded, as we cut down trees and plants for our ever-expanding needs. Still, he was wild, not tame; he was our victim, not our collaborator.

The Dryad and Green Man are creatures of simple language and simple life; the complexities of human existence make no sense to them. They are strongly moved by seeing the suffering of the natural world under the hands of humankind, although they may be strangely at peace with the suffering that the natural world inflicts on itself, even if that is the more violent of the two. The Dryad has not yet learned to see Nature as Other and consequently has not yet learned to change the environment for personal purposes. The forest is just the forest, for good or ill, and that is that. To remove a tree or replant a shrub would be like robbing or murdering a neighbor.

During the Dryad’s Moon, we struggle with our relationship to Nature, and especially to the Green World. This includes our relationship to the food we put into ourselves (and the ecosystem that may have been destroyed to grow it), the wood that made our coffee table, the paper that makes the pages of our books, the plants who were exploited to make our clothing, and all that we have killed in order to make our lives. It may also lead to an exploration of our relationship to “inanimate” objects of all kinds, as the Dryad’s Moon is a time when animism creeps into our lives around the edges. It is an excellent time to do ecological work, especially for the purpose of protecting wild open land.

This is not an easy Moon to be born under, at least in our modern times. If there is not enough Nature in the life of those born under the Dryad’s Moon, something in their emotional nature withers and sets up a great yearning, which they may try to fill with other Taurus coping mechanisms of food, sex, and apathy. The only cure is spending significant periods of time interacting with the natural world, ideally in an untamed state. While other Taurus Moons may be able to substitute symbolic forms of Nature to calm their inner spirit, the Dryad’s Moon is the place where humanity touches most closely the Green World, and it is strongly suggested that Dryad’s Moon people betake themselves to actual Nature whenever the yearning begins.

Dryad’s Moon people often share the nonverbal quality of this Moon; touch is their real language, and they have trouble verbalizing emotions. Their intuition is strong but often silent; they have to learn to listen for it and not to worry if they can’t explain “why” to others. Like Cancer Moons, they may be strongly moved by suffering, but unlike the weeping Cancerians they may keep it all private except for a single tear. They usually take well to solitude and probably need it frequently, unless there are serious lunar afflictions. They may tend to endure difficulties in their emotional environments rather than attempt to change them.
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Quotes for the Dryad’s Moon

My green thumb came only as a result of the mistakes I made while learning to see things from the plant’s point of view.

H. FRED ALE

Some men go through a forest and see no firewood.

ENGLISH PROVERB

The clearest way to the Universe is through a forest wilderness.

JOHN MUIR

It is not so much for its beauty that the forest makes a claim upon men’s hearts, as for that subtle something, that quality of air that emanates from old trees, that so wonderfully changes and renews a weary spirit.

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

A woodland in full color is awesome as a forest fire, but a single tree is like a dancing flame to warm the heart.

HAL BORLAND

I am thought of all plants, says the Green Man 

I am thought of all plants, says he . . . 

It’s off with my head, says the Green Man, 

It’s off with my head, says he . . . 

I’ve paid for your pleasure, says the Green Man, 

I’ve paid for your pleasure, says he.

WILLIAM ANDERSON

God is the experience of looking at a tree and saying, “Ah!”

JOSEPH CAMPBELL

Shall I not have intelligence with the Earth? Am I not partly leaves and vegetable mould myself?

HENRY DAVID THOREAU

I have always found thick woods a little intimidating, for they are so secret and enclosed. You may seem alone but you are not, for there are always eyes watching you. All the wildlife of the woods, the insects, birds, and animals, are well aware of your presence no matter how softly you may tread, and they follow your every move although you cannot see them.

THALASSA CRUSO

Remember me, try to remember. 

I am that laughing man with eyes like leaves. 

When you think that winter will never end, 

I will come . . . 

I’ll come with daisies in my hands—

we’ll dance among the sycamores 

once more.

LAUREN RAINE

[image: image]






[image: image]

LITTLE BROTHER’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN GEMINI

The New Moon in Gemini is the Little Brother’s Moon. Gemini is linked to the third house, which rules siblings, and Gemini itself is the sign of the Twins. Unlike the Cancerian children, whose primary relationship is with the Mother, or the Aquarian children, who must rebel against the Father, or the Dryad, whose relationship is with Nature itself, the Gemini child archetype is first and foremost a sibling, and specifically the male aspect of the sibling bond. He comes first because he matures a little slower than his twin sister, whom we will meet in the next phase.

The Little Brother is rambunctious, hyperactive, and mischievous, pulling his sister’s pigtails and hiding dead frogs under the bedclothes. Think Dennis the Menace or Calvin of Calvin and Hobbes. He is curiosity incarnate, never happy until he’s found out everything that catches his eye. Fortunately, he is easily distracted. He has a hundred ideas, approximately one every five minutes. Most of them are terrible, but he comes out with so many that by sheer volume he manages to come up with quite a few good ones inside of a day. He’s brilliant, and he delights in his brilliance. He hates having to stop moving; for him, life should always go fast and never be boring.

He also lacks social skills and doesn’t really understand that he lacks them. His twin sister has learned what behavior is appropriate and what’s not, but he still doesn’t think it’s fair that he gets sent to his room after doing all the things that he was explicitly told not to do. Gemini is a mental rather than an emotional sign, and the Moon filtered through it can seem rather unfeeling at times. The Little Brother is terribly clever, but compassion is an unknown concept to him. He lives in the world of the mind, not the world of people. People are entertaining or annoying; a few he is beginning to care about, and he will happily help them out if it’s a chance to prove his own cleverness and get petted for it. He’ll do your homework when you’re stumped and it’s due in an hour, but he’ll call you stupid for needing his help and expect you to ignore the insults, just like he does.

On the Little Brother’s Moon we indulge our curiosity. We peek inside people’s drawers, look under rotting leaves, glance into our files when the doctor leaves the room. There is a nervous energy about the Gemini New Moon that can affect already highly strung people to the point of hyperactivity or nervous shrieking. Concentration is difficult; perhaps this is a better time to go out with some (preferably wild and crazy) friends rather than work late at the office. It is possible to learn things—education is definitely part of the Little Brother’s world—but academic work should focus on the interesting lecture part, not the boring homework part.

People born under the Little Brother’s Moon have quick, active emotions and love to talk. Of course, they don’t necessarily talk about their emotions; more often, they talk about things that get emotional reactions out of other people, for their own entertainment. Sometimes they can be real comedians; sometimes they just say nasty, witty things that cut deeply. Gemini’s tool is the small knife, and a particularly nasty Little Brother (of either gender) can slice up your heart when he gets going. Since his curiosity has probably spurred him to find out a lot about you, he can use even more against you. Although he’s pretty sure that he’s hurting you, often he doesn’t really realize how much; he just thinks he’s being clever.

Men with the Little Brother’s Moon are easy to pick out by their boyish good humor. They do tend to make a joke rather than talk about their feelings, and they can be surprisingly verbally cruel when they’re angry or bored with you. Like the Little Brother, they may lack the social understanding to keep their mouths shut and not do clever but annoying things that make them enemies. If they lack social skills, they most certainly lack relationship skills. Charm and humor are their trusty tools, but they are often at a loss when those don’t work.

Women with this Moon have the same problem that all the females with male-archetype Moons have. They don’t respond emotionally like girls, and other girls often give them a lot of trouble for that. Some are outright tomboys and may hang out with the boys; others may wear dresses but don’t think like their sisters, and often they have the same holes around social and relationship skills that their male counterparts struggle with. Since mischief-making boyish charm doesn’t go over as well on a girl, they may have a hard time coping and may revert to a life of mistrust and intellectual sarcasm.
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Quotes for the Little Brother’s Moon

Nothing is interesting if you’re not interested.

HELEN MACINNES

The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reasons for existing. One cannot help but be in awe when he contemplates the mysteries of eternity, of life, of the marvelous structure of reality. It is enough if one tries merely to comprehend a little of this mystery every day. Never lose a holy curiosity.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

Most of the evils of life arise from man’s being unable to sit still in a room.

BLAISE PASCAL

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.

ELLEN PARR

The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas.

LINUS PAULING

To promise not to do a thing is the surest way in the world to make a body want to go and do that very thing.

MARK TWAIN

It is of the nature of ideas to be communicated: written, spoken, done. The idea is like grass, it craves light, likes crowds, thrives on crossbreeding, grows better for being stepped on.

URSULA K. LE GUIN

The highlight of my childhood was making my brother laugh so hard that food came out his nose.

GARRISON KEILLOR

There is a little boy inside the man who is my brother. Oh, how I hated that little boy. And how I love him too.

ANNA QUINDLEN

You send your child to the schoolmaster, but ’tis the schoolboys who educate him.

RALPH WALDO EMERSON
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MOTHER’S DAUGHTER MOON

THE NEW MOON IN CANCER

The New Moon in Cancer starts very much like the beginning to the myth of Persephone and her mother Demeter. Persephone is the young girl who is undifferentiated from her mother; indeed, in that myth Father is not even present, and the mother-daughter dyad is tightly knit to the point where the daughter has not yet developed her own identity. She lives in a happy world, until the time when she has to learn to differentiate herself—and then everything blows up and goes to Hades, quite literally.

The same-sex dyad of mother-daughter is very hard for Persephone to break away from, and in order to do it she must rebel against her mother in a big way. Indeed, the rebellion would hardly have been possible at all without being swept away by Hades—some sources say against her will, some say otherwise. While sons also have to break away from their mothers—and that archetype will be explored next—there is a peculiar difficulty in being socially trained to the same role as one’s (likely) first and primary caretaker, and then having to differentiate oneself against that tide. Since conflict with family members is always incredibly painful for people born under any phase of a Cancer Moon, one can imagine the trauma of being set up for this as a repeated karmic lesson. The Mother’s Daughter must strike a balance between her need to be cared for in that same-sex dyad (Persephone spends half the year with her mother even after her marriage) and her desire to put energy into the rest of her life.

On the Mother’s Daughter Moon we examine our relationships with others, especially those in which one person nurtures another. We also examine our early nurturing and our same-sex bonds. (If you don’t have any, that’s certainly something to examine.) We may also examine the issue of differentiating oneself from the same-sex parent, which usually happens in adolescence (as with Persephone) but sometimes waits until well into adulthood. This is a good time for those who need a rite of passage to plan or carry that out.

Those born under the Mother’s Daughter Moon are deeply affected emotionally by the people they are close to, and they often have trouble discerning the emotional boundaries between themselves and those they love. (This is not the Pisces problem of having trouble defending boundaries against anyone, including store clerks and gas station attendants. Cancerians are quite able to slam their shell against people who are not Family or the Beloved.) Generally, they will defer for a long time, submerging resentment, until the blowup. Which, considering Cancerian levels of emotion (and considering that there is a good chance that they will be a double Cancer), will be significant.

While people’s choice of lovers is a complicated thing and not dependent simply on the Moon (Venus and Mars and the entire contents of one’s seventh house have a lot to say about it, too), I have noticed a few repeating trends with people born under this Moon. I’ve observed that heterosexual women born under the Mother’s Daughter Moon tend to have male lovers with whom they share physical intimacy with but can’t confide in, and they have close female friends with whom they share emotional intimacy, thus recreating that mother-daughter bond (although either woman could be “mother” or “daughter,” and indeed they sometimes switch roles back and forth). This somehow echoes the myth of Persephone being carried off by Hades. The one exception I’ve seen was a woman who married a man who reminded her strongly of her mother. People I’ve met born under this Moon who were in a same-sex relationship, whether female or male, tended to end up in situations that looked very much like the tight parent-child relationship of Demeter and Persephone in many ways . . . one person nurturing the other, who was sometimes needier or “wounded.”

When I’ve met heterosexual men with this Moon . . . well, one was a very “feminine” man with a caretaking wife, but the rest were protective, caretaking men with women who were younger or less emotionally mature. One such woman even called her partner “Daddy.” It was as if the men identified with Demeter and married Persephone. In general, men with this Moon may well have been closer to their mothers than their fathers, but in a comradely way rather than a “Mommy’s Little Boy” way, perhaps because the mothers themselves were not terribly maternal or feminine people.

Like those born on the Mother’s Son Moon (Crescent Moon in Cancer), childhood experiences are particularly “marking” for these people, and they may spend many years working out subtle nuances that might just brush by those less vulnerable to the emotions of their loved ones. Verbalizing their emotions is not easy for them, and loved ones should be patient with their need to verbally process in small portions.
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Quotes for the Mother’s Daughter Moon

If I nurture the newness while I have it, perhaps, I won’t lose it—at least not for something less. And if I nurture what I keep, perhaps, I won’t miss what I have lost.

JAN DENISE

We don’t see things as they are, we see them as we are.

ANAÏS NIN

My mom is a neverending song in my heart of comfort, happiness, and being. I may sometimes forget the words but I always remember the tune.

GRAYCIE HARMON

Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little children.

WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY

A little girl, asked where her home was, replied, “where mother is.”

KEITH L. BROOKS

Mothers and daughters are closest, when daughters become mothers.

AUTHOR UNKNOWN

He that would the daughter win, must with the mother first begin.

ENGLISH PROVERB

The woman who bore me is no longer alive, but I seem to be her daughter in increasingly profound ways.

JOHNNETTA BETSCH COLE

No river may return to its source, but all rivers must have a beginning.

NATIVE AMERICAN PROVERB

The Demeter-Persephone narrative is complex. The myth hinges on the violence of young women’s sexual initiation and the wrenching separation from the protective mother, social realities of many women’s lives under male domination.

ELINOR W. GADEN
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SUN CHILD’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN LEO

The figure of the Sun Child wends its way through folk mythology all over Europe. Sometimes a girl, sometimes a boy, these children are always creatures of smiling, radiant light. We see Lucia, the Kristkindl, the child born on the winter solstice. Their innocence is not shy; they rain their laughter down on everyone who stands dumbfounded and joyful before them. Their zest for life is contagious, and they love to be looked at, for what is the Sun when it is hidden? We see them also in many child movie stars throughout the ages, catching our eyes and hearts with their budding charisma.

That’s where the New Moon begins for Leo. The Sun Child is the archetypal prodigy, amazingly creative and talented, good at everything, making people gasp and drop their jaws, and charming the pants off of them in the process. The Sun Child can sing with heart-wrenching sweetness or compose his own violin music or get them rolling with perfectly timed comedy performances. He loves the spotlight, and it loves him right back. It seems as if his job in the world is to spread light and joy, and he trustingly gives his whole soul to the audience. He models the instinctive and untrammeled process of creativity; he needs no Muse to pour it forth.

On the other hand, it’s not hard at all for the Sun Child to get spoiled and turn into a demanding, insufferable brat or a little manipulator who tries to get everything he wants through charm. This is a trick also played by the Little Sister’s Moon (Crescent Moon in Gemini), but where the Little Sister gets a rush from playing the adults, the Sun Child honestly believes that he is owed this worship. His attitude comes from a feeling of privilege, which is only added to by each round of applause. Someday that applause is going to be his downfall, but for now he has the unthinking sense of entitlement of the purely self-centered child. Self-expression, self-confidence, self-esteem—these things come easily for him, but empathy is not his strong suit. (You’ll notice that all those hyphenated words start with self. Another might be self-absorbed, and not necessarily in the negative sense. The Sun Child can put out so much of himself only because he is so aware of that Self.)

During the Sun Child’s Moon, we concentrate on creativity in any endeavor, and we try to reattain that childlike confidence of the era before we became conscious of the criticism of others. It’s also a good time for people who are not performers—especially if it’s because they are too afraid to perform—to tentatively get up on stage and try their best. If we can neither create nor perform, then the task is to focus on feeling joy and on spreading that joy to others by whatever means we have.

People born under this Moon contain the Sun Child’s endless capacity for joy and self-confidence, and his trusting ability to express himself, even if they have trouble accessing that sunlight due to other factors. They have a well of creativity inside them, although because this is the Moon, the pump is best primed with their emotions rather than their intellect. They also have the ability to be almost naively arrogant and self-centered, and they may be emotionally clueless about such concepts as unselfish service and suffering for a greater good. “Why would anyone think that was worth the trouble?” they ask.

While many of the Leo Moons long for an audience and will get one however they can, people born under the Sun Child’s Moon are inveterate scene-stealers, and they will get attention any way they can. While another Leo Moon phase will pout in the corner, the Sun Child will aggressively steal the center of attention by any means necessary. They are so engaging to watch that you’ll forgive them for it . . . the first few times. Eventually it does get old. They may well need someone to sit them down and give them straight and honest talk about how one loses audiences, and for reasons other than a bad performance.
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Quotes for the Sun Child’s Moon

To him whose elastic and vigorous thought keeps pace with the Sun, the day is a perpetual morning.

HENRY DAVID THOREAU

Had I been present at the creation of the world, I would have proposed some improvements.

ALFONSO X

To love one’s self is the beginning of a lifelong romance.

OSCAR WILDE

When I am grown to man’s estate, 

I shall be very proud and great, 

And tell the other girls and boys 

Not to meddle with my toys.

ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

Being a child prodigy is a curse because you’ve got all these terrible possibilities.

ITZHAK PERLMAN

The key question isn’t “What fosters creativity?” but it is why in God’s name isn’t everyone creative? Where was the human potential lost? How was it crippled? I think therefore a good question might be not why do people create, but why do people not create or innovate? We have got to abandon that sense of amazement in the face of creativity, as if it were a miracle if anybody created anything.

ABRAHAM MASLOW

Thank goodness I was never sent to school; it would have rubbed off some of the originality.

BEATRIX POTTER

The moment when you first wake up in the morning is the most wonderful of the twenty-four hours. No matter how weary or dreary you may feel, you possess the certainty that, during the day that lies before you, absolutely anything may happen. And the fact that it practically always doesn’t, matters not a jot. The possibility is always there.

MONICA BALDWIN

All children are artists. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up.

PABLO PICASSO

Imagination is the beginning of creation. You imagine what you desire, you will what you imagine and at last you create what you will.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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MAIDEN’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN VIRGO

The Virgo Moon starts with the archetypal Maiden. There are many virgin goddesses in mythology, and all have different attributes, but their defining quality is the ability to be one-in-themselves, needing no other to complete them. This, by definition, implies a certain amount of reserve and distance, a preference for one’s own company and personal space over getting involved with others. This is the heart of the matter, the reason why Virgo is called the Virgin. It has nothing to do with sex per se, but a great deal to do with intimacy. This is especially an issue with the Moon, without whose blessing no intimacy is going to happen.

We’re all aware that some signs are harder than others for the Moon’s energy to get through—Capricorn, Aquarius, and Gemini, for example. Virgo is also one of those. The Maiden puts up a wall of reserve and solitude, guarded by her concentration on the small details, and that’s that. While later Virgo Moons must attend to the problem of all the other people in the world, the Maiden is still in her pristine state in which the other people hardly seem to matter. It means that she can bring fresh eyes to any new relationship, but it also means that she is very reluctant to get too close.

On the other hand, there is a great beauty in being at ease with solitude and aloneness. People do many stupid things to keep themselves from being lonely, and someone who rarely has to contend with that problem has freed up a lot of time to work, learn, and simply be. The Maiden comes to this from a different place than the tired elder; she has learned that if she sits still and contemplates, or works quietly and methodically, peace will come. She has not yet learned that this is not an acceptable or desirable or even comprehensible thing to most people. She simply is herself, without fuss or bother.

The fuss and bother comes when she is forced to leave her solitary walled garden. She becomes frazzled, trying to figure out what others want of her and how to do it. She is good at being obedient, but not so good at being “charming,” and indeed she doesn’t quite understand what it’s all about. This means that she is ignored in favor of brighter lights, which makes her more likely to retreat back to her peaceful haven and lock the door behind her.

On the Maiden’s Moon, we go alone to a beautiful place and work on being at ease without the presence of our fellow humans. How can we find solace in solitude rather than desperately trying to fill the room with other auras? It’s a good time for solitary work, but an even better time for quietly observing beauty and “sitting with time,” as my grandmother used to put it. If you work, let it be something repetitive that allows you to concentrate on a meditative space, turning the work into a background rhythm.

People born under the Maiden’s Moon have a strong need for privacy and aloneness. The kind of invasive togetherness encouraged in modern romance and even family is grating on their nerves, and they may have done a good deal of hiding as children. They may have trouble living in shared space, and it takes them a while to get to know people well, and even longer for them to allow people to know them. If people leave their lives, they are sad, but move on more easily than many other Moons. After all, they always have themselves, and for them that is not a second choice. Even when they do let people into the garden and allow intimacy, conflict will tend to silently throw up the wall again. It’s not that (like the Cancer Moons) they can’t verbalize their feelings. It’s that verbalizing them during conflict feels like a violation, forcing them to reveal guarded inner feelings in an environment that is less than safe, and they would rather remain silent and be thought cold. They may not be able to discuss things openly until the fire has died down, so those who deal with them should remember that.

[image: image]

Quotes for the Maiden’s Moon

The ability to simplify means to eliminate the unnecessary so that the necessary may speak.

HANS HOFFMAN

I thank God I am endowed with such qualities that if I were turned out of the realm in my petticoat, I were able to live in any place in Christendom.

ELIZABETH I

Happiness is as a butterfly which when pursued is always beyond our grasp, but which if you will sit down quietly, may alight upon you.

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

Solitude is such a potential thing. We hear voices in solitude, we never hear in the hurry and turmoil of life; we receive counsels and comforts, we get under no other condition.

AMELIA E. BARR

Being solitary is being alone well: being alone luxuriously immersed in doings of your own choice, aware of the fullness of your won presence rather than of the absence of others.

ALICE KOLLER

The heart of a maiden is a dark forest.

RUSSIAN PROVERB

No padlocks, bolts or bars can secure a maiden better than the power of her own reserve.

DON MIGUEL DE CERVANTES

Solitude is not something you must hope for in the future. Rather, it is a deepening of the present, and unless you look for it in the present you will never find it.

THOMAS MERTON

I was passionate. I found something that I loved. I could be all alone in a big old skating rink and nobody could get near me and I didn’t have to talk to anybody because of my shyness. It was great. I was in my fantasy world.

DOROTHY HAMILL

A sheltered life can be a daring life as well, for all daring starts from within.

EUDORA WELTY
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WHITE KNIGHT’S MOON

THE NEW MOON IN LIBRA

The Libra New Moon dawns with the youth who is the romantic, idealistic White Knight. If anything, he is more saturated in ideals than the Aries Moon; Libra’s Venus rulership keeps him looking for the perfection in things. The White Knight wants to do right, correct wrongs, and rescue people who then ought to be grateful. Fortunately for him (because people are so often ungrateful), he doesn’t do it for the applause, but for the principle. He can be rather rigid in his principles, as he is young and sees everything as black and white. Gray areas aren’t on his radar yet, and he largely ignores them or tries to sort them into one box of the other. Since this is a Moon sign, his principles will be ruled by his heart, even if he doesn’t see that fact. They are not coldly calculated; they are deeply felt.

Libra is the sign of the Scales, and these continually swing back and forth, trying to find balance. On one side of those scales is the influence of Venus, and the Venus aspect of Libra wants things to be harmonious, loving, and beautiful; is invested in aesthetics; and doesn’t like conflict. On the other side is the Air element, windy and contentious, that wants abstract justice at all costs. The force for justice doesn’t care if things are pretty so long as they are fair. The problem is that beauty is often unfair, and justice is often unbeautiful. Only occasionally are the two balanced, and that means that Libra spends every day alternating between the two sides of the scale. Each phase of the Libra Moon story shows a different side of the scale. In the New Moon phase, the focus is on justice, but it will swing back soon enough. Unlike some of the other Sacred Children of the New Moon, the White Knight latches quickly onto the principle of Right and Wrong—at least as he is taught the distinction—and becomes heavily invested in it. He goes about correcting his chums when they are less than ethical or fair, and while some of them may roll their eyes when they see him coming, others will call on him when they are in trouble. While he dislikes conflict in and of itself, he will jump into a fight without hesitation when he sees the underdog being tormented.

The Venus side of the White Knight’s nature manifests in love and romance. He comes to romantic love with permanent stars in his eyes. He can even put up with unrequited love so long as he can dream about the Beloved and do great deeds in her name. If he gets her, however, she will need to live up to his ideals of love, or she isn’t going to work out, and he will fall for another possible True Love.

On the White Knight’s Moon we reexamine our ideals. Are they still serviceable and proven? Do we have them as keepsakes of a more naive time, but don’t really believe them? Do we actually hold to them? Have we been disillusioned, and how did that happen? Are we willing to fight for what we believe in, even if no one else believes it?

People born under the White Knight’s Moon are keenly aware of injustice, and it infuriates them. They may well go around continually complaining of the unfairness of things, but if they try to do something about it, it will probably be a sincere attempt to get the unreasonable people to be reasonable, which may or may not work. They are peacemakers at heart and may start young as the family mediator whenever fights break out. As adults, they may get involved with law, politics, social work, or anything that tries to even the playing field of society.
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