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				Introduction

				Nurses are, indeed, often overworked and underpaid and sometimes undervalued and overwhelmed. But, as the inspiring stories in A Cup of Comfort® Stories for Nurses clearly demonstrate, they are also brave, smart, successful, compassionate, and noble.

				Most of us on the receiving end of nursing care recognize the sacrifices and contributions that nurses make on our behalf. Though we cannot presume to know what it’s like to be in a nurse’s shoes, these stories are a small way to acknowledge that we do know the value of the person, the professional, who fills them. These inspiring and uplifting true stories are a tribute to nurses everywhere.

	
				The Stand-In

				By Elizabeth Atwater

				Some people would say I had spoiled her, but my youngest child, Jenna, would not go to sleep until I read her a story and rocked her until she got too drowsy to fight sleep any longer. The rocking was for me as much as it was for her, because after she was born, I was told I could have no more babies. My dream of having a large family was gone, and she would be the last baby I would have the joy of rocking. 
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