








PRAISE FOR JANET CHEATHAM BELL AND HER INSPIRATIONAL COLLECTIONS:


“I want to congratulate Janet Cheatham Bell on her insight and sensitivity. . . . [Famous Black Quotations] is an excellent and much-needed addition to the literature.”

—EARL G. GRAVES, publisher, Black Enterprise


“Herein is the wisdom of a lifetime. . . .”

—MARK VICTOR HANSEN,co-creator of theNew York Timesbestselling Chicken Soup for the Soul series


“Janet Cheatham Bell knows the power of words. . . . In her own inimitable way, she continues to shape our lives.”

—DENNIS KIMBRO, Ph.D., director, Clark Atlanta University Center for Entrepreneurship; author of Think and Grow Rich: A Black Choice
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DEDICATED TO

participants and medal winners in the Afro Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) in celebration of twenty-five years of the NAACP program to encourage and promote talented and gifted black youth

This publication also commemorates the fiftieth anniversary of NAACP lawyers standing before the U.S. Supreme Court to argue the case ofBrown v. the Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas,December 1952

The historic Supreme Court decision to desegregate public schools was handed down in May 1954.
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A strong and effective NAACP is as critical for white coexistence as it is for black progress.





KWEISI MFUME, president and CEO of the NAACP since 1996








What happens to the NAACP is too important for African-Americans to sit on the sidelines taking potshots while waiting to see what happens.





MARY FRANCES BERRY,chair, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights








“LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING”
Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears have been watered,

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee;

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.

True to our God,

True to our native land.



“Lift Every Voice and Sing” by James Weldon Johnson.
By permission of the Estate of Grace and James Weldon Johnson.






FOREWORD





Quotations are useful in a variety of ways.

They can be read for education and inspiration.

They can add weight and heft to otherwise uninspired writing.

And they can powerfully or poignantly say for the speaker or writer what he or she might not be able to summon without assistance. Frequently, someone else has previously said what you want to say, and often he or she has said it with more specificity, in sharper and more precise language, or with a bite or sting you wish you had thought of. I doubt if there is anyone reading these words who has never, ever quoted someone else—we all do it. We all recite famous words and phrases. We also repeat anonymous or unattributed sentiments offered by friends and passersby.

These quotations bring all that and something extra: they are associated with the nation’s oldest and largest—and arguably, most successful—civil rights organization, the ninety-two-year-old National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

The NAACP itself is proof of a famous quotation—W. E. B. DuBois’s assertion in 1903 that “the problem of the Twentieth Century is the problem of the color line!” Begun in 1909 to fight racial discrimination, the NAACP today has twenty-two hundred branches scattered throughout the fifty states. Its more than six hundred thousand volunteers are the frontline troops for civil rights in their communities.
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