

  [image: frn_fig_001]




  FLY FISHING MADE EASY




  Praise for a previous edition




  

    “A worthwhile start for the novice fly fisherman.”




    —Sports Afield


  




  

    “Rutter and Card give complete fly fishing instructions for beginners, hints for experts, and funny fish tales for everybody.”




    —News-journal (Longview, Tex.)


  




  

    “Everything you need to know about getting ahead in fly fishing.”




    —Tribune & Times (Tampa)


  




  

    “The manual covers all the basics for the beginner, complete with clearly written and easy-to-use illustrations, but it also has enough meat for the most experienced angler.”




    —Atlanta Journal-Constitution


  




  

    “A perfect ‘how-to’ guide for the fledgling fly caster as well as an excellent reference manual for any expert’s library.”




    —Small Press


  




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up-to-Date




  

    Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—establishments close, phone numbers change, facilities come under new management, etc.


  




  

    We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be made better and be kept up-to-date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


  




  The Globe Pequot Press
Reader Response/Editorial Department
P.O. Box 480
Guilford, CT 06437




  

    Or you may e-mail us at:


  




  editorial@globe-pequot.com




  

    Thanks for your input, and happy fishing!
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  Preface




  If you read this book, you will learn fly fishing.




  [image: No matter how long you’ve been fishing, you’ll always feel a quiver when a fine fish takes your fly and you do battle.”]




  You must know, however, that fly casting becomes a way of life, and there’s nothing you can do to change it. You’ll be constantly evolving as the face of fly casting itself is continually changing, beckoning you to higher levels.




  It doesn’t matter if you fish a hundred days a year or if you only unpack your fly rod for an occasional weekend outing. Every time you step into the water, fly rod in hand, you’ll experience something new and something the same. There is no gender barrier, no racial barrier, no social barrier. It’s just you, water, and fish.




  You’ll start to look at the world as a fly caster. When someone asks what you do, unless you catch yourself first, you’ll say, “I fish with flies.”




  If you’re like most of us, you’ll get infected by the fever somewhere between the time you pick up a rod and the time you hook a fish. Casting gives you a reason to be double minded—and equally important, a reason to endure so you can get back to the water as soon as possible. You’ll notice that when you aren’t thinking at all, or when you’re supposed to be thinking about “important” things, your mind will play games with you. It’s part of the fever. Your fancy will take you to a calm alpine lake with a surface like glass and large trout indiscriminately taking flies off the film. You’ll think of gin-clear streams with wooded sides and sweet mountain air and a stone fly hatch even the biggest rainbow can’t resist.




  You’ll see a large brown trout taking a #18 Adams and rushing for the edge of the beaver pond. You’ll feel the solid pressure as you gently lift the rod tip, setting the hook. You’ll feel the quiver as a square-tailed brown pumps your rod and strains the light tippet. Then, the final Homeric run, the whirring line; you’re stripped into the backing. You work the trout, gain a little, lose a little. After a five-minute eternity, the fish is closer. At last you gently slide your net into the water. You admire the chocolate-colored belly and bright spots as you ease out the hook and return the trophy to the stream. You eagerly take in deep lungfuls of pine-scented breath and know most assuredly that you are alive.




  Someone bumps you abruptly and shouts something obscene. Your reverie is gone, the lunker brown is gone. You realize a little sadly that the rod was actually your briefcase handle, the pine-scented breeze was automobile and diesel exhaust, and you are holding up an anxious line of commuters for the subway. Still, the silly grin plastered across your face defies the rush-hour hubbub. You’d rather be fishing, but you’re feeling good anyway—because you know that sometime in the future you’ll be fly fishing, and that makes it all worthwhile. You’ve learned that throwing flies is a vocation, a point of view, a philosophy—and for some, a religion. At the least, it’s a way of life.




  [image: Catching a fish with flies goes beyond the grin on your face.... It’s a lifestyle.]
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  AN INTRODUCTION TO THE GREATEST SPORT ON EARTH




  Why Fly Fish?




  Why fly fish?




  [image: Why fly fish? Here’s eleven pounds of good reason. Our fishing buddy, Ken, is holding a nice rainbow he hooked on a #16 Prince Nymph. Casting wet flies is a great way to spend a latefall afternoon. This fish took nearly a half hour to land.]




  There is a certain romance associated with fly fishing. Casting a fly with a heavy line boasts a wonderful tradition—almost a mystique—one can’t ignore. It’s a style of angling that is precise, perhaps even poetic. It’s the only kind of fishing that’s thrilling even when the fish aren’t cooperating.




  Okay, you may say. It looks like a blast, and there’s a 400-year tradition. But fly fishing seems so hard. What about all those different lines and leaders, wet flies and dry flies, mending, knots—let alone casting? Looks pretty confusing.




  Where would you start? Are you sure anyone can learn?




  Fly fishing may seem mystical at first, but there’s nothing magical about it. Throwing a fly is a wonderful sport with a rich legacy, but it’s a learned skill. And like learning any new skill (golf, tennis, skeet shooting, waterskiing), the process seems more complex than it really is. If you look at fly fishing as a series of simple steps, it’s not complicated at all. In fact, if you can cast a spinning rod, you can fly fish. Fly-casting skills are not something you are born with—they are learned. This book will show you how.




  The hardest part about learning a new skill, like fly fishing, is figuring out where to start, which is far more complicated than learning how to cast. Purchasing this book was a wise choice, because it will take some of the guesswork out of where to start and what to do. We’ve outlined the basic skills you need to know in clear, easy-to-follow chapters. Fly fishing isn’t as difficult as many would have you believe. Sure, it takes a while to master all the elements, but with a little practice, you can be on the water hooking a fish.




  [image: You’re never too young t o start. Abbey Rutter started fly casting with her father when she was a toddler. Now she’s in junior high and can cast a fly with the best of them]




  Fly fishing is, gratefully, a lifetime sport you’ll never outgrow. That doesn’t mean, however, you have to wait years to catch fish! Or even weeks, for that matter. How about right away! The nice thing is you can grow at your own rate. After learning a few simple steps, you are ready. And before long, you’ll be catching more fish than you caught with your spinning rod.




  In the following chapters, you will master the basic elements of fly fishing. Specifically, you will learn:




  • How to select a fly rod and reel




  • How to choose a fly line




  • How to fly fish




  • How to present your fly




  • How to judge the water




  • How to select flies




  We will look at the differences between wet and dry flies and how to fish each. We’ll look at a variety of fishing strategies so that if one approach isn’t working, you can use another. We might even slip in a fishing tale or two about the one that got away—and a few that didn’t. And since we’re getting acquainted, we’ll consider a few of our embarrassing moments—like the time Michael’s brand-new float tube was punctured by a mad bluegill in the middle of a lake (it’s not often a half-pound sunfish can make a 200-pound man cry for help). Or the time Dave’s waders were frozen solid to a large, red rock on the Green River (he unwisely sat down for a rest while wearing the wet waders on a January fishing trip and couldn’t get up; he finally slid out of the waders and pried them loose).




  [image: Casting is the backbone of fly fishing. It’s not hard—it just takes practice. When you finish reading this book, you will know how to cast.]




  As we’ve said, some will have you believe fly fishing is very difficult. We know otherwise, because we’ve taught hundreds of people how to cast. We’ll look at everything you need to know. We think you’ll find that learning how to cast and catch fish with a fly is delightful.




  [image: Jon-Michael Rutter caught a 23-inch cutthroat on his first fly fishing trip. He’s now in college and still finds time to fish with his father.]
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  THE RIGHT STUFF




  Essential Fly Fishing Equipment




  It’s important to get the right stuff.




  [image: With so many equipment choices to make, it’s hard to know where to start. We’ll help you sort it out.]




  No question about it, fly casting is a gear-oriented sport. If it seems to you like a maze at first, you’re not alone. Starting off with the right equipment will give you an edge. And while you won’t have to take a second mortgage on your house, getting set up will cost more than it takes to go spin casting, In this chapter we’ll introduce the equipment a beginning fly caster realistically needs to effectively catch fish with flies (not what a store clerk on commission might recommend).




  We’ll look at some of the items you can’t do without. Then we’ll talk about equipment you might want to add later but don’t actually need at the moment. We’ll also discuss a few odds and ends you might find beneficial—tools that help make the sport more enjoyable but can be acquired as your budget allows. Like furnishing a house or apartment, few of us can get it all at once.




  [image: Although fly fishing is a skill-related sport, the equipment you fish with is important.]




  We will present a general overview on each of the essential topics and help you answer a few pointed questions: What will your budget allow you to spend? How much do you dare spend? What type of fishing will you do? What sort of water do you expect to be on? How often do you plan to fish?




  Let’s Start with the Rod




  It boils down to one thing: When you’re fishing, it’s you and the rod.




  [image: Casting is gear-oriented. There are certain things you can't do without, such as a good rod.]




  You bond with your fishing rod. It allows you to cast your line a dozen different ways. It acts as a telegraph when you have a strike. It functions as a shock absorber when you work a fish. It lets you know when you’re straining the tippet, the tapered mono line that attaches to your hook. The crisp action of the rod lets you mend, adjust your line on the water. It’s a source of pride. It’s a friend. Give it a name if you must.




  The fly rod will be your biggest investment. Along with your fly line, it’s the most critical factor in determining how well you cast and how much you enjoy the sport of fly fishing. Selecting a rod is one of the most difficult decisions you’ll make. Rods come in a great range of prices, lengths, weights, and fishing orientations. Buying a rod is something you don’t want to rush into. Take your time. If you have a friend who has a spare, see if you can borrow it while you learn to cast—maybe even for a few fishing trips. There are a lot of factors to consider. The more you know about this sport, the easier it is to buy a rod that will work for you.




  Pick and Match to the Fish and to the Water




  You wouldn’t buy a Corvette to take deer hunting, and you wouldn’t buy an Xterra to enter in a 500-mile road race. Each vehicle is designed for a specific function. A four-wheel-drive vehicle will never be a road racing car and shouldn’t be used as one. The same is true for fly rods. What are you going to use your new rod for? No single rod will work for every species of fish or for every water situation. Think your needs through.




  [image: Need help? Match the rod to the type of fish you plan to catch.]




  The first question you have to ask yourself is: What kind of fish am I going to use this rod for? Do you want a general, all-around rod, or do you want a rod designed for a specific fish? You wouldn’t want to use a spring creek trout rod for big bass or a bluegill rod for bone fish. Nor would you want to use a salmon rod for pan fish.




  [image: Dave has just landed a nice bass at a local pond. Wann water fishing, especially for bass, requires that you use a heavier, stiffer rod so you can set the hook and turn the fish in structure.]




  This, in turn, may or may not answer the next question: What kind of water am I going to be fishing on? In addition to the species, what about the water conditions? If you are going to fish for trout on a small stream, you’ll need a rod different from the one you use while casting for the same-size trout in a large river. Your rod, for example, might need to be longer and stiffer so you can effectively cast on larger waters. You may have to cast farther or throw more weight to get your wet fly deeper.




  Another question might be: Are there any other physical conditions that I need to consider? For example, will you have to cast against a lot of wind? Is the current really strong or the water deep? In such cases you might need a longer or heavier rod.




  Since most of us tend to be generalists, a middle-of-the-road rod is probably the best choice. Such a rod can do many things pretty well and handle the fringes in an acceptable manner. If you mostly fish for midsize trout in streams, rivers, and lakes, it would be silly to buy a heavy steelhead or bass fly rod. If you only fish bass a few days a year, you can easily make do with your general rod. It may not be perfectly designed for bass, but it’ll work just fine when you use it.




  [image: The place to start is with a good rod and a good fly line.]




  For most of us, a general rod in the weight sizes #5 to #7 will be about right (a #5 being lighter, a #7 being heavier). If you are after bigger fish, go with a little heavier-weight rod like the #6 or #7. If you’ll be on large bodies of water, casting a long way, or casting in the wind, you’ll find a heavy rod is a more logical choice. If you’re on small streams or need a more delicate, clear-water presentation, you’ll be happier with a lighter-weight rod like a #5. (You will find the rod weight marked right above the handle.) You will need to match the line to the rod. This allows you to cast better since the line and rod are balanced for each other. If you use the wrong line, you might be able to cast for short distances, but the line won’t load nor will you cast well.




  The length of the rod is another consideration. For most of us, an 8-foot-6 or a 9-foot rod is the right length. If, on the other hand, you are fishing in mostly bushy areas, you might want to go to a shorter rod: 7-foot-6 to 8-foot-6. But if you are going to fish lakes, from a boat or a float tube, you might want to consider a 9-foot to 9-foot-6 rod; the extra length will give you a casting edge on larger waters.




  For the average person, a #5, #6, or #7 rod 9 feet long would be our suggestion. It will handle almost any fishing situation.




  If you are the sort who wants to fish only for bass, steelhead, or spring creek trout or who plans to follow the salmon runs, you’ll probably want a specialized rod.




  For a full-time bass caster, a #7 to #8 rod will serve you well. Most favor the #8. Bass are thick, heavy-bodied fish that put a lot of stress on the rod and line; in addition, they are hard to turn. A heavy rod will be to your advantage. Also, bass flies are heavy and can be more effectively cast with a heavier line and rod. Lastly, when you do get hung up on trees, rocks, weeds, or the bottom, and every person fishing for bass frequently will, you can horse the rod and line.




  Stripers, steelhead, and salmon are big, heavy fish that hang out in deep water or water that often has a lot of current and structure. You have to turn these freshwater lunkers and keep them from running downstream or under a fallen log. If you don’t, you’ll probably lose the fish. An angler has to have a heavy-enough rod to handle such situations. A #8 or #9 rod will be a must. (The best length would be 9 feet, 6 inches.) If the fish you’re hunting are really heavy, or you’re after Alaskan kings, we’d recommend at least a #9 or a #10.




  For limestone creeks or spring creeks, or wherever the trout are really spooky, the word is delicate. You’ll have to have a light, perfect presentation. You’ll need a dainty rod that can cast a lighter line with a hairlike tippet. A #3 or #4 rod from 8 to 9 feet long will fill the bill since you’ll rarely be casting more than 50 feet.




  [image: Michael catching a bass. If you plan to fish in a float tube, you might want to consider a 10-foot rod—it will help you cast longer distances.]




  But to repeat for the benefit of the puzzled beginner: For the average person, a #5 to #7 rod 9 feet long will adequately handle just about anything.




  Shopping for the Rod




  Now that you have an idea about what you need, how do you make the selection? The first thing most of us think about is price. Price is a major consideration, but it can’t be the only factor. You have to decide what is realistic for you to spend. If you go too cheap, you’ll be disappointed in seconds. If you go too expensive, you’ll bust your budget. You’ll have to discover a middle ground, but remember that you get what you pay for.




  Don’t rush or get talked into anything. Take your time. So what if it takes a few days to find a rod. Go on a window-shopping spree and look at a lot of different rods. You now have an idea about the length and weight you’d like. Look at a number of rods in your desired size and weight. Take the rod out of the rack. False-cast with it. Assemble it and disassemble it. Does it feel like a long, thin, limp branch? When you shake it, does it keep shaking when you stop or does it damp quickly? Generally, the better rods recover quickly. You won’t be happy with a piece of branch—nor will you be able to cast very far.




  [image: Your rod is your single most important fly casting investment. You can tell a rod’s vital statistics by looking at the writing near the handle. The manufacturer’s name, of course, will be boldly printed. in this case is the type of rod. Also the rod weight, a #3-weight, and rod length, 7.9 feet.]




  You’ll probably rule out both the cheapest and the most expensive rod.




  Do you want to go with an effective entry-level rod and upgrade later? Or do you want to throw caution to the wind and get a really good rod now and grow into it? There are pros and cons each way.




  If you go with a good entry-level rod, you are spending some money, but you know you’ll outgrow your rod sooner or later. As you become an intermediate fly caster, you may no longer be entirely satisfied with your casting—especially if you borrow a really good rod and see how pleasant it is. There is no shame in outgrowing a rod. At the same time, you’ll discover enough about yourself and the sport to know what you want when you upgrade, thus purchasing a rod you can have for a long time and stay happy with.




  If you buy a very good rod to start with, however, you can grow into it. It’s also a lot easier to cast with good equipment, and you’ll pick up casting faster. On the other hand, the beginning stage is sometimes clumsy and hard on equipment. And what if you spend $600 on a #4, 8-foot-6-inch rod and discover what you really wanted was a #6, 9- foot rod? If you decide to buy a good rod at first, make sure you think your decision through carefully so you get the right one—and don’t end up wanting another later.




  At Dave’s casting schools, what to buy is a constant question. His recommendation, unless you’re really sure what you want, is a good entry-level rod that will last you through the intermediate stages. This is a rod you plan to outgrow, but it’s a rod good enough to learn on and a rod good enough to use as your backup or loaner. This rod should keep you happy at least six months to a year—maybe more. When you feel you are in control, when you feel your current rod is holding you back from the kind of fishing you want to do, then upgrade. The better the entry-level rod you buy, the longer you’ll be happy with it.




  [image: Your rod, ree. and line stand between you and a trophy-size fish.]




  There are a number of fine rod manufacturers to choose from. Most make first-rate entry-level and intermediate rods. Redington, for example, makes a durable rod for a little over a hundred dollars with a lifetime guarantee. Michael and Dave have both seen a lot of life out of their Redingtons—rods that are fifteen years old and have caught plenty of fish. Perhaps the best bang for the casting buck is a rod made by Orvis. For the beginner, the Orvis Streamline, costing about $90, is probably the best deal in town. The Streamline is a great little rod made from a graphite blank, chrome guides, and aluminum reel seats. It also has a great guarantee. For casters on a tight budget, this is a good place to start.




  [image: Dave’s son is holding a striper bass-be bas enough gear to handle a fish considerably larger.]




  Sage, G. Loomis, and Redington, among others, make noteworthy intermediate rods, and you can’t go wrong with any of them. Mike and Dave have vintage Sage and G. Loomis entry-level rods that are still being used by their children. However, nowadays we think the best rod for the money is a little sleeper called the Clearwater by Orvis. You can take the Clearwater home for $150 (considerably less than most rods in its class, but you don’t sacrifice performance). This is a great buy and a great rod. This rod has a crisp feel and casts smoothly. It also has a twenty-five-year guarantee.




  A good rod will serve you well as you start. Some you’ll outgrow faster than others. Go to your favorite fly shop and see which rod fits you best. While we both have young families and understand budgets and braces, price isn’t the only consideration. Get a rod that feels good to you. If you travel or backpack, consider a four-piece rod. It costs a little more but more than pays for itself in convenience.




  If you know you love fly casting and you want a really excellent rod to begin with, consider a highend rod that will take you from beginner to intermediate to expert. Consider manufacturers like Sage, G. Loomis, Thomas and Thomas, Orvis, Powell, or Winston. Each of these companies makes a superior rod, a rod you can use for the rest of your life.




  [image: If you do a lot of traveling, consider getting a rod that separates into four pieces. It will be a lot easier to transport.]




  A crafted rod does come with a price tag, but it will be a joy to fish with. We tried about every rod, and we have our favorites. For years, Michael fished almost exclusively with Sage and still considers the Sage XP and his old RPL among his favorite rods. Dave has always been partial to G. Loomis and Powell.




  However, after trying most every rod under the sun, we’d be hard pressed to pick a single, perfect, across-the-board rod. There are so many good ones to choose from. For Michael the Sage XP would be close. Dave is more equivocal. Nevertheless, if we did have to pick one rod, it would be a casting instrument from the Zero Gravity Rod lineup by Orvis. Mike’s comment when he borrowed a buddy’s rod was, “This is the most responsive, perfectly timed rod I’ve ever used . . . bar none. I feel like I’m floating when I cast this rod/’ It took Dave hours before he could talk Michael into giving it back to our friend Steve.




  More than a decade ago, Michael fished with the same Sage RPL #5 for many years. Dave figured Mike might have logged more than 600 days with that rod. He has switched to a Sage XP #5 now, using the RPL as a loving backup. Remember, you get what you pay for. Look for a good brand. We’ve had excellent luck with Hodgman. Orvis and Cabella’s also sell quality products.




  “Sure, Sage or Orvis is expensive,’ Mike says, “but I like how a good rod feels, and I’m willing to pay for it. You can fish a lifetime with a great rod. Buy it when you’re a boy and get buried with it sixty years later.




  “So far this RPL has cost a lot less than fifty cents a day to fish on-and I’ll be using it for the next thirty years. I’m willing to pay to get this kind of performance.” Remember, your rod makes or breaks your fly fishing experience.




  Once you buy your rod, take good care of it.




  If the statistics are right, rods usually don’t get broken fighting large fish-it’s usually the stupid things that trash them. Car doors and such will be the offenders. Dave has broken only two rods in his fishing career. Michael is a different story: He averaged a rod a year until he went to four-piece units. (Michael also trips a lot more.) Get used to putting your rod away at the end of the fishing day. Always store it in a good case. Wipe it down and clean it with furniture polish after each trip.




  The Reel Thing




  A reel is a place to hang good fly line.




  [image: You can expect years of perfomance out of a good reel]




  If you want, you can spend enough on a reel that would be the equivalent of buying a good used compact car or a Rolex watch. Or you can spend what it would cost to take a friend to lunch at a third-rate steak house. Either way, the probability is very good that both reels would last and function without a hitch (though cheaper reels have more plastic, and the pawls wear out more quickly). But at this stage, almost any reel will do. There are a number of excellent manufacturers—and nowadays almost every rod manufacturer also sells reels. We’re fond of Ross Reels, Cortland, Cabelas, Okuma, Redington, and Sage.




  The Choices




  There are several reel styles you should be aware of:




  Pawl-Click Reels




  This is the workhorse reel for most casters and is a good one to consider. You can spend about $30 to $100. The reel is very simple. A pawl finger, which fits into a gear, creates tension and slows down the line. The system is time tested and works well except for large fish, where a more even drag becomes important. If you open one of these reels, you’ll see a large circular gear, the pawl, and a few other attachments. You could tear the whole thing apart in seconds—and so can a fish! Try to get a reel that’s counterbalanced.




  [image: A fly-reel design is simple.]




  Disc Reels




  This style of reel works like disc breaks on a car. This reel is a little more complicated than the pawl-click, but it’s nothing like a spinning reel. Instead of applying pressure on one section (like the pawl), the pressure (drag) is applied evenly and more uniformly. This drag system is more dependable and smoother. And as you’d expect, there is less spool wobble. If you plan to fish for steelhead, salmon, or big trout, you ought to consider a disc reel because you need a good drag. The disadvantage is cost. A disc reel will cost from $75 to $400. The advantage is that this reel will last a lifetime and can be a joy to use.




  [image: A large arbor ree. like this Sage, weighs only three ounces and is a fine additiotl to your fishing lineup. Notice how much larger the spool is.]




  Large Arbor Reels




  In the last decade, large arbor reels have become increasingly more popular. Plainly put, large arbor reels have a much larger spool base.




  [image: A large arbor reel has a tumbler of advantages, one of which is the ability to reel line in faster. In simple terms, it means you get your fly in and out faster. That means more fishing time, which means more fish.]




  These types of reels are especially useful when one is stripping out a lot of line or angling for fish that will take a lot of runs. You’ll find large arbor reels among casters after large fish, especially saltwater species—you’ll also find these reels used by salmon, bass, and steelhead anglers.




  There are several advantages with this style of reel. There is higher line speed on recovery. In other words, you can reel the line in faster because the spool base is larger. There is also less line memory for better distance casting—the coils aren’t so tight. And last of all, the drag is more consistent when a fish is stripping out line.
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Jirst fly fishing trip. He's now in college and still finds
time to fish with bis father.
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Ifyou do a lot of traveling, consider geiting a rod that
separates into four pieces. It will be a lot easier to
transport.
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The place to start s with a good rod and a good fly
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willalcay
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Casting is the backbone of fly fishing. It’s not hard—it
just takes practice. When you finish reading this book,
you will know how to casl.
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Alarge arbor reel bas a number of advantages, one of
which is the ability to reel line in faster. In simple
terms, it means you get your ly in and out faster. That
means more fishing time, which means more fish.
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Although fly fishing is a skill-related sport, the equip-
ment you fish with is important.
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Why fly fish? Here's eleven pounds of good reason.
Our fishing buddy, Ken, is holding a nice rainbow be

booked on a #16 Prince Nymph. Casting wet flies is a
great way to spend a latefall afternoon. This fish took
nearly a half hour to land.
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Your rod, reel, and line stand between you and a
trophy-size fish.
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You're never too young to start.
Abbey Rutter started fly casting
with ber father when she was a
toddler. Now she’s in junior
high and can cast a fly with the
best of them.
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Dave bas just landed a nice bass at a local pond.
Warm water fishing, especially for bass, requires that
you use a heavier, stiffer rod so you can set the hook

and turn the fish in structure.
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With s0 many equipment choices to make, it's bard to
know where to start. We'll belp you sort it out.
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Alarge arbor ree, like this Sage, weighs only three
ounces and is a fine addition to your fishing lineup.
Votice how much larger the spool i






