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    Q. Wyoming is a Native American word roughly translated as “a wide prairie place.” From what tribal language did it originate?




    A. It is an Algonquin or Delaware Indian word.




    Q. Where were the Algonquin and Delaware tribes located?




    A. They were located in the areas of present-day New York and Pennsylvania.




    Q. How did Wyoming get its name?




    A. A county in Pennsylvania–and a particularly wide valley in that county–were known to local Indians as “Wyoming.” When modern-day Wyoming was designated a territory, Congressman James M. Ashley of Ohio said that because much of the new territory was similar to the Wyoming Valley in Pennsylvania, the territory should bear the same name. After much debate, Senator James W. Nye from Nevada finally confirmed “Wyoming” as the territory name in 1868.




    Q. What other names were proposed for the future Wyoming Territory in the late 1860s?




    A. Wyoming was almost named “Lincoln,” “Cheyenne,” and “Shoshone.”




    Q. When did Wyoming become a state?




    A. Wyoming became a state on July 10, 1890.




    Q. From what addition to the United States–the Louisiana Purchase, the Oregon Acquisition, the Texas Annexation, or the Mexican Cession–did the land that comprises Wyoming come from?




    A. Wyoming is the only state to contain land from all four additions to the United States.


    Q. How many states had joined the Union before it?




    A. Wyoming was the 44th state to enter the Union.




    Q. What state preceded Wyoming in entering the Union?




    A. Idaho entered the Union just seven days before Wyoming, on July 3, 1890.




    Q. What is Wyoming’s official nickname?




    A. Wyoming is known as the Equality State because it was the first state to allow women to vote.




    Q. What was a major cause for resistance to allowing Wyoming to become a state?




    A. Wyoming had allowed women’s suffrage, or the right to vote, since 1869. The rest of the United States did not want to accept this condition.




    Q. What was the response of the Wyoming territorial government to the other states’ resentment over women’s suffrage?




    A. The territorial government said, “We will remain out of the Union a hundred years, rather than come in without the women.”




    Q. Who was elected justice of the peace in South Pass City, Wyoming, in 1870?




    A. Esther Hobart Morris became the first woman to serve in a public office anywhere in the United States.
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    Q. What did Esther Hobart Morris wear, with her calico dress and shawl, to her first day as justice of the peace?




    A. She wore a green necktie.




    Q. What “first” for women occurred in 1870 in Laramie, Wyoming?


    A. The first women served on a court jury anywhere in the United States.




    Q. What “first” for women occurred in 1871 in Laramie?




    A. Louiza Swain became the first woman to vote in a general election in the United States.








    Q. Where was the first woman elected as a city mayor in the United States?




    A. Susan Whissler was elected in Dayton, Wyoming.




    Q. When was Susan Whissler elected?




    A. She was elected in 1911.




    Q. What was unique about the city government of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, in 1920?




    A. All of its officials and personnel were women.




    Q. Who was the first woman to become governor of a state?




    A. Nellie Taylor Ross became the first female governor of a state when she was elected governor of Wyoming in 1925.




    Q. Wyoming’s prominent symbol is the Bucking Horse and Rider, seen on its license plates as well as other locations. Where was this symbol first in recorded use?
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    A. The Bucking Horse and Rider were first drawn by First Sergeant George N. Ostrom for use as an insignia for the Wyoming National Guard in France and Germany during World War I. The insignia was officially adopted by the United States Army and has represented Wyoming troops in all actions ever since.





    Q. Does the horse in the insignia have a name?




    A. Most people believe it represents a bucking horse from the early 1900s that could not be ridden. The horse was named Steamboat.




    Q. When did the Bucking Horse and Rider first make its appearance on Wyoming’s license plates?




    A. The Bucking Horse and Rider symbol first appeared on Wyoming license plates in 1936. Wyoming license plates were the first state plates to utilize a symbolic image of the state. Other states soon followed suit. The Wyoming license horse and rider was actually created from a photograph of Albert “Stub” Farlow aboard a bronc named Deadman.




    Q. How is Wyoming’s use of this symbol protected?




    A. The Bucking Horse and Rider have been copyrighted for Wyoming since 1936.




    Q. What threatened Wyoming’s right to the symbol in 1994?




    A. A company in Beverly Hills, California, tried to register the Bucking Horse and Rider trademark. Its efforts were defeated and Wyoming’s rights to the insignia were further legally protected.




    Q. Wyoming prison inmates manufacture the license plates for Wyoming automobiles. What other objects do they manufacture which are common sights on Wyoming roadways?




    A. The prisoners manufacture the many “point of interest” historic signs seen throughout Wyoming.
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    Q. How many four-year universities are located in Wyoming?




    A. Only one, the University of Wyoming, is located in Laramie.




    Q. How many two-year colleges are located in Wyoming?




    A. Seven junior college campuses exist in the state, at Casper, Cheyenne, Powell, Riverton, Rock Springs, Sheridan, and Torrington. Three sub-campuses exist at Gillette, Pine Bluffs, and Laramie.




    Q. Where was the first American Legion Post established in the United States?




    A. The first American Legion Post in the United States was Ferdinand Branstetter Post Number One of Van Tassell, Wyoming.




    Q. When was this American Legion post established?




    A. 1919.




    Q. Why is it named after Ferdinand Branstetter?




    A. Ferdinand Branstetter, a native of Van Tassell, Wyoming, was the first soldier to die in the trenches of World War I.




    Q. According to Wyoming state law, how many people must live in a settlement for it to be classified as a city?




    A. An official Wyoming city must be larger than 4,000 people.




    Q. How many people must be living in a settlement to classify it as a town?
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    A. A Wyoming town must have 150 or more people. Any settlement smaller than 150 people is considered a village.




    Q. Where is the smallest town in the United States with a post office?




    A. Lost Springs, Wyoming, is the smallest incorporated town in the U.S. with a post office.




    Q. What is the population of Lost Springs?




    A. Lost Springs currently has an official population of 1. It is one of three towns in the U.S. with an official population of 1.




    Q. What are the other two towns with only one resident in the U.S.?




    A. Hibberts, Maine, and Erving’s Landing, New Hampshire, are the other two U.S. towns with only one resident.




    Q. Where does Wyoming rank in population among the fifty states?




    A. Wyoming is ranked 50th. It is the least populated state, containing about 500,000 people.




    Q. What is the density of people per square mile in Wyoming?


    A. Wyoming contains 5.1 people per square mile.




    Q. What is the population of Vermont, which has the second lowest population in the United States?




    A. Vermont has 623,908 residents.




    Q. What is the population density of Vermont?




    A. Vermont has 65.8 people per square mile.




    Q. What is the population density in New Jersey, the most densely populated state?




    A. New Jersey contains 1,134.4 people per square mile.




    Q. What is the population density in Alaska, which has the fourth lowest population of the fifty states?




    A. The population density of Alaska is 1.1 people per square mile.




    Q. How many people visited Yellowstone National Park in 2006?


    A. 2,870,293 people visited Yellowstone Park–nearly six times the population of Wyoming.




    Q. Where does the tourism industry rank in the percentage of state income generated in Wyoming?




    A. Tourism ranks second in income-production in Wyoming.




    Q. What is the leading industry in Wyoming?




    A. Mining and energy production is the number-one income-producing industry in Wyoming. Mineral extraction generated $8,265,000,000 in 2005, the most recent year for which complete figures were available.
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    Q. Wyoming is known as the Cowboy State as well as the Equality State. Where do ranching and agriculture rank in income production in the state economy?




    A. Agriculture ranks a distant third behind tourism.




    Q. Are there more people of Native American descent or of Hispanic descent living in Wyoming?




    A. As of 2004, 2.2 percent of Wyoming’s population was of Native American descent, while 6.7 percent was of Hispanic descent.




    Q. How many Native American reservations are located in Wyoming?




    A. Just one, the Wind River Reservation near Riverton, Wyoming. It is home to about 2,000 Shoshone and 3,500 Arapaho Indians.




    Q. What does the name “Arapaho” mean?




    A. “Arapaho” is a Crow Indian word describing the tattoos that the Arapaho Indians applied to their chests.




    Q. What is ironic about the name Arapaho for this tribe?




    A. This tribe of Native Americans could not pronounce “Arapaho” because they did not have the R or H sound in their language. They did not use the word “Arapaho” until they began to speak English after contact with white men.




    Q. How many Native American tribes once occupied parts of Wyoming?




    A. At least 13 tribes: Arapaho, Ankara, Bannock, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Crow, Gros Ventre, Kiowa, Nez Perce, Sheepeater, Sioux, Shoshone, and Ute Indians have all inhabited parts of Wyoming at various times.




    Q. What building became the temporary White House of the United States in 1903?




    A. President Theodore Roosevelt stayed in the Inter-Ocean Hotel in Cheyenne, Wyoming, for three days in 1903.




    Q. What was unique about the Inter-Ocean Hotel at this time?


    A. This was the first hotel in the world to have electric lights.
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    Q. What Wyoming city is designated the Sagebrush Capital of the World?




    A. Newcastle is the Sagebrush Capital of the World.




    Q. What is the largest ecosystem in the United States?




    A. The sagebrush ecosystem encompasses large sections of eleven western states.




    Q. How long do sagebrush plants live?




    A. An individual sagebrush plant may live 200 years or more.




    Q. What wood mentioned as the material for Noah’s Ark in the Old Testament is sagebrush related to?




    A. That is wormwood.




    Q. Where is the largest coal mine in the United States?




    A. The North Antelope Rochelle Mine, located near Wright, Wyoming.




    Q. How many of the top-ten producing coal mines of the United States are located in Wyoming?




    A. All of them.




    Q. How many of the top-sixty producing coal mines of the United States are located in Wyoming?




    A. Fifteen.




    Q. Where is the second-largest coal mine in the United States?




    A. The Black Thunder Mine, located near Wright, Wyoming.




    Q. What is the land area of Wright, Wyoming?




    A. Wright sparsely covers an area of 2.7 square miles.




    Q. What is the population of Wright?




    A. About 1,300 people.




    Q. How close is the nearest town to Wright?




    A. The nearest town to Wright is about 35 miles away. Almost no one lives in the vast space around the town except for a few ranchers. The population density in this area of Wyoming is less than one person per square mile.
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    Q. What natural disaster devastated Wright on August 12, 2005?




    A. A tornado stuck the tiny community and nearly destroyed it. Two people were killed.




    Q. When was the first coal mine in Wyoming?




    A. The first coal mine was started in Carbon in 1867, which was nine years before Custer’s Last Stand.




    Q. Where does Wyoming rank in coal production among the states?




    A. First, with 405 million tons per week in 2005, or 35 percent of the coal produced in the entire United States.




    Q. What is the second-largest coal producing state in the Union?


    A. West Virginia is the second-largest producer of coal with a production of about 13 percent of the total U. S. production–less than half that of Wyoming’s.




    Q. Where is the largest iron ore mine west of the Missouri River?




    A. The Sunrise Iron Ore Mine is located six miles north of Guernsey, Wyoming. This area contains some of the purest iron ore in the United States.




    Q. The Indians were aware of the iron ore in this area of Wyoming even before white men arrived. What did they use it for?


    A. The Indians used the hematite for red paint.




    Q. Where is the largest agate mine in the U.S. located?




    A. The Adams-Hartville agate mine is located near Guernsey, Wyoming.




    Q. What are agates?




    A. Agates are a striped or banded variety of quartz gems. They are formed when volcanic water with a high concentration of silica fills bubbles or pockets in lava or magma. Silica is the main ingredient in quartz, and settles out in bands or layers as the water evaporates.




    Q. What color are the agates from this mine?




    A. The stones are white with black specks, giving them the common name of “zebra stone.”




    Q. What unique method do rock hounds use to locate agates from the Sweetwater Agate Beds of the Rattlesnake Mountains of Wyoming?




    A. The mineral collectors use black (ultraviolet) lights at night to spot the gems, which glow softly in the UV light due to the trace amounts of uranium they contain.




    Q. What was the reason for the town of Encampment to be settled?




    A. A large copper mine began near there in 1897. The smelter was located in Encampment.




    Q. What man-made object spanned the Continental Divide near Encampment for sixteen miles?




    A. Miners built an elevated tramway to carry copper ore from the mines into Encampment. A section of it still exists at the Grand Encampment Museum.




    Q. Where is the largest area of unfenced land in the lower 48 states?




    A. The Red Desert in southwest Wyoming contains the largest area of unfenced land in the lower 48 states.




    Q. Is the Red Desert as big as a state?




    A. No, the Red Desert is about half as big as Rhode Island.




    Q. The mountain range between Cheyenne and Laramie is called the Vedauwoo (pronounced vee-dah-voo). The name is an Indian word. What does it mean?




    A. Vedauwoo means “earth born.”
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    Q. What is the name of the mountain range that runs through most of Yellowstone National Park?




    A. The mountain range is called the Absaroka Mountains.




    Q. What does Absaroka mean?




    A. Absaroka is a Native American word for crow, designating the Crow Indian tribe, which occupied the area.




    Q. What national forest do you drive through if you are approaching the east entrance to Yellowstone National Park from Cody, Wyoming?




    A. The Shoshone National Forest.




    Q. President Benjamin Harrison created the first of what in Wyoming in 1891?




    A. He created the first national forest, which was the Shoshone National Forest.




    Q. How large is the Shoshone National Forest?




    A. The forest encompasses 2.5 million acres, or nearly the size of Connecticut.




    Q. What place became the world’s first national park?




    A. Yellowstone National Park.




    Q. What president designated Yellowstone as a national park?




    A. President Ulysses S. Grant created the park in 1872. This was nearly four years before General George Armstrong Custer and part of the 7th Cavalry were defeated by Sioux and Cheyenne warriors at the Battle of the Little Bighorn (Custer’s Last Stand) in southeastern Montana.




    Q. Where is the oldest ranger station in the United States?
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    A. The Wapiti Ranger Station, the oldest ranger station in the U.S., is located about forty miles north-west of Cody on the way to Yellowstone National Park.




    Q. What other Wyoming site was also a national first?




    A. Devils Tower was designated the first national monument in 1906.




    Q. Which president created this designation?




    A. President Theodore Roosevelt used the newly created Antiquities Act to give Devils Tower this designation.




    Q. How tall is Devils Tower?




    A. Devils Tower is 867 feet tall. That is nearly three times the height of the Statue of Liberty.




    Q. What caused Devils Tower to form?




    A. An intrusion of molten rock or magma thrust its way up toward the surface of the earth. Cooling extremely slowly, the igneous magma crystallized into phonolite porphyry. Over millions of years, the ground around the igneous rock eroded away, leaving the tower of columns that we see today.




    Q. How far beneath the earth’s surface was the magma formation originally before it was exposed by erosion?




    A. The magma plug was one and a half miles beneath the surface.






    Q. What is unique about the phonolite columns of Devils Tower?


    A. The columns are the longest known exposed phonolite porphyry columns in the world. They are more than six hundred feet long and as much as twenty feet wide in places.




    Q. What did the Indians call Devils Tower?




    A. Some Native Americans called the rock monolith “Mateo Tipila,” meaning Bear Lodge. Their mythology tells of a group of young girls who were saved from an attacking grizzly bear by praying to a rock that they had climbed upon for sanctuary. The rock responded by growing into the sky while the grizzly bear clawed at its sides, leaving the vertical cracks now visible in the monument’s sides. The girls rose into the sky and became the star constellation known as the Pleiades, or The Seven Sisters.




    Q. What object might a visitor notice at Devils Tower that he or she might also notice at the Medicine Wheel on top of the Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming?




    A. Native Americans consider Devils Tower, as well as the Medicine Wheel, to be a significant spiritual location and often leave prayer bundles and flags tied in the trees and among the rocks around Tower. Please leave them untouched.




    Q. Why is the monument called Devils Tower today?




    A. In 1875 Col. Richard I. Dodge mis-translated another Indian name for the tower–“the bad god’s tower”–into “Devils Tower.”




    Q. When was the tower first officially noted?




    A. Even though Devils Tower was most certainly known of and visited by early mountain men and explorers, it was not mentioned historically until a United States Geological Survey team, led by Col. Dodge, visited the area in 1875. There was a previous survey party; their map said “Bear’s Lodge.”




    Q. When was Devils Tower first climbed?




    A. Two ranchers from the local area, William Rogers and Willard Ripley, devised a way to secure a wooden ladder to the side of the tower by driving wooden stakes into a crack. They officially climbed the tower on the Fourth of July in 1893, during a celebration held at the base of the tower.
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    Q. What object miraculously appeared at the top of the tower for Mr. Rogers to use when he arrived there?




    A. On his ascent William Rogers carried an American flag, and when he reached the summit, he ran the flag up a flagpole that was there, much to the enjoyment of the crowd below. (Apparently, the two ranchers had been to the top the previous day and left the flagpole, but the earlier ascent was never acknowledged.)




    Q. What happened to the flag?




    A. Later that day the wind tore it loose from the pole and it drifted down to the celebrants. It was cut into pieces and sold as souvenirs.




    Q. Who was the first woman to climb Devils Tower?




    A. William Rogers’ wife climbed the tower two years later, on July 4, 1895.




    Q. Does the ladder still exist?




    A. Some 200 feet of the ladder still exists and is visible clinging to the rock face near the top of the tower. The ladder is listed on the National Register of historic properties.




    Q. When was Devils Tower first climbed without the use of the wooden ladder?




    A. On June 28, 1937, Fritz Wiessner, Lawrence Coveney, and William P. House of the American Alpine Club of New York City climbed the south side of Devils Tower in four hours and forty-five minutes.




    Q. What kind of trouble did George Hopkins get himself into at Devils Tower on October 1, 1941?




    A. George Hopkins parachuted from an airplane onto the top of Devils Tower. Unfortunately for Hopkins, the rope that he intended to use to descend from the summit did not land on the tower with him.




    Q. How did Hopkins get off of the tower?




    A. Six days after Hopkins landed on the tower, a mountain climber named Jack Durrance, who had climbed the tower before, climbed up to Hopkins and helped him climb down.
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    Q. What other interesting devices were offered to remove Hopkins from the top of Devils Tower?




    A. The Goodyear Tire Company offered its blimp, and the U.S. Navy offered to use a helicopter.




    Q. Why wasn’t the offer of the helicopter accepted?




    A. At that time helicopters were considered experimental and untrustworthy.




    Q. How did the town of Sundance, Wyoming, get its name?




    A. The town of Sundance is located at the base of a mountain by the same name in the Black Hills area of Wyoming. The Sioux tribe held many of its religious ceremonies and dances on that mountain’s summit.




    Q. What was the Sioux name for Sundance Mountain?




    A. It was called “Wi Wacippi Paha,” which meant “Temple of the Sioux.”




    Q. Why won’t any Shoshone Indians go to the top of Bad Medicine Butte, located in Fremont County, Wyoming?




    A. The butte got its name when a Shoshone brave went to the top of the butte to scout for the enemy. His fellow braves found him dead from unknown causes, with his head resting on his folded arms. Ever since that day, the Shoshone have regarded it as a place of evil.




    Q. Whose name can be found carved into the granite rock near the peak of Inyan Kara Mountain about ten miles south of Sundance?




    A. Colonel George Custer carved his name there when he explored the Black Hills in 1874.




    Q. What striking image does a snow patch regularly form every spring on the face of a mountain known as Ishawooa Cone near Cody, Wyoming?




    A. The snow patch forms the image of a rearing horse.




    Q. What does the quality of the horse formation tell about the weather of the area?




    A. When the horse is well formed and its reins are visible, most of the spring run-off has passed.




    Q. How did Sisters Hill in Johnson County, Wyoming, get its name?




    A. The hill was named after two brothers whose last name was Sister.
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    Q. What did a lost sheepherder named S. M. Covey vow to create if he survived a blizzard in the middle of the Red Desert in the 1890s?




    A. Covey vowed to create a rest stop for travelers in the middle of the desert. He did survive the blizzard and eventually created a rest area in the desert of Sweetwater County. The rest stop is known as Little America. It has grown into a huge conglomeration of hotels, restaurants, and shops.




    Q. Why was it named Little America?




    A. The rest stop was named after Admiral Byrd’s base camp of Little America in Antarctica. After his ordeal in the blizzard, Covey felt a kinship with Admiral Byrd.




    Q. What is a jackalope?




    A. A jackalope is a mythical creature with the body of a jack-rabbit and the antlers of a deer.




    Q. What Wyoming city is designated as the Jackalope Capital of the World?




    A. Douglas, Wyoming.




    Q. Does much gambling go on in Atlantic City, Wyoming?




    A. Ho, Atlantic City is a ghost town that was the site of a gold rush in 1868. It is located thirty miles south of Lander, Wyoming. (Gambling is not legal in Wyoming.)




    Q. Is there anyone to welcome you in Welcome, Wyoming?




    A. No, both Welcome and nearby Mineral Hill are ghost towns ear Sundance.




    Q. What nasty surprise did the residents of Lavoye, Wyoming, receive in 1924?




    A. All the residents received eviction notices from the Natrona County sheriff. The Ohio Oil Company owned the land that the town was located on and wished to drill for oil beneath the site. Buildings were jacked up onto wheels and rolled to a new town site a few miles away.




    Q. Does the new town of Lavoye exist today?




    A. No, it is a ghost town.




    Q. What is strange about the flow of water through Swift Creek, a small stream near Afton?




    A. Swift Creek is fed by the world’s largest periodic spring. A periodic spring discharges its flow for short periods of time and the stops, only to resume flowing a few minutes later.




    Q. How often does the flow of the Periodic Spring go through its cycle in twenty-four hours?




    A. The cycle varies according to the time of year and local precipitation, but it generally cycles from full flow to dry bed every four to twenty-five minutes.




    Q. How much water gushes out of the Periodic Spring on a good flow?




    A. The Periodic Spring can discharge 285 gallons a second, or about ten bathtubs of water. It actually makes a roaring sound as it rises to the spring mouth.
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    Q. What domestic household fixture best explains how the Periodic Spring works?




    A. The Periodic Spring works like a toilet bowl in reverse. The “bowl” is a reservoir buried within the rock behind the spring. When water in the reservoir reaches a certain level, it “flushes” through siphon action to the spring opening and into the streambed.




    Q. Where can a visitor witness a river’s disappearance into a cave in a canyon wall, only to see the river reappear in a huge spring pool one-quarter mile downstream?




    A. Sinks Canyon State Park near Lander is where the Popo Agie River “sinks” beneath a canyon wall and reappears one-quarter mile below.




    Q. What is the name of the pool where the river reemerges?


    A. The pool is called “The Rise,” of course.




    Q. How much water flows through this invisible stretch of the Popo Agie River?




    A. Depending upon the time of year, 150 to 500 cubic feet of water per second flow into the sink and back out the rise.




    Q. Has anyone explored the underground path of the stream?


    A. No, but dye tests have proven the same water exits the underground channels that enters above.




    Q. How long does the water take to traverse this underground quarter mile?




    A. The dye tests prove that the journey requires two hours.




    Q. Is some water lost in the path underground?




    A. No, the amount of water actually increases when the river emerges at the Rise.




    Q. What does Popo Agie mean?




    A. It is a Crow Indian name meaning “Tall Grass River.” Tall clumps of wild rye grass grow along the banks of the river.




    Q. What is unique about Bear River in Uinta County, Wyoming?


    A. Bear River is the longest river in the western hemisphere that does not reach an ocean. It meanders more than 500 miles through Wyoming, Idaho, and Utah before entering the Great Salt Lake.




    Q. What man has more Wyoming places named after him than any other man?




    A. The mountain man, Jim Bridger, has more than twenty places in Wyoming named for him.




    Q. What Native American has at least eleven Wyoming locations named for him?






    A. Chief Washakie of the Shoshone Indians has at least eleven places named for him in Wyoming, including a county, a mountain, a national forest, a lake, and a town.




    Q. Although he was given a large, fine house on the reservation in Wyoming, Chief Washakie usually stayed in a tepee instead. What did Washakie use the house for?




    A. He stabled his favorite horse there.




    Q. What does the word “Washakie” mean?




    A. It means “rattler” in Shoshone. The name refers to the turtle shell rattle that Chief Washakie used when dancing.




    Q. How many places in Wyoming start with the words “Dead Man”?




    A. At least twelve places in Wyoming have names starting with the words “Dead Man,” including three different Dead Man Gulches.




    Q. How many places in Wyoming start with the word “Devil’s”? (Hint: the answer is an unlucky number.)




    A. Thirteen places start with the word “Devil’s”, including three Devil’s Kitchens.




    Q. How did Man-Eater Canyon in Converse County, Wyoming, get its name?




    A. A man named Alferd Packer was apprehended here in 1883 to be extradited to Colorado. Packer, a prospector, had supposedly killed and eaten five of his partners.




    Q. Did Alferd Packer commit his crimes in Wyoming?




    A. No, he committed the crimes in Colorado and was jailed in Saguache, Colorado. He escaped from prison there in 1874, but was apprehended again, nine years later, in Cheyenne.




    Q. Where did the town of Newcastle, Wyoming, get its name?


    A. The Wyoming town was named after the town of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, England. Newcastle-Upon-Tyne was a port city for Northern England’s coal. Newcastle was a railroad terminal for Wyoming’s coal.
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    Q. Is coal still the major export from Newcastle, Wyoming?




    A. No, oil has surpassed coal as the most important export.




    Q. What was unique about one of Newcastle’s first oil wells?




    A. When some locals attempted to dig a water well, they struck oil instead.




    Q. Tubb Town is a ghost town located near Newcastle. Its residents relocated to Newcastle to be near the railroad. How did one Tubb Town bar owner keep his business going while he moved?


    A. He sold drinks from his bar as he hauled it by wagon from Tubb Town to Newcastle.




    Q. How much salt is in the water from Salt Springs, Wyoming?


    A. The water contains three quarters of a pound of salt per gallon of water, or about 10 percent of volume.




    Q. How much salt is contained in an average gallon of seawater?




    A. A gallon of seawater contains about one quarter of a pound of salt or about 3.5 percent of volume.




    Q. What was the salt used for in the 1880s?




    A. The salt was made into salt lick blocks for cattle and horses, in Deadwood, South Dakota.




    Q. How did Brokenback Creek in the Bighorn Basin get its name?


    A. A wagon broke down while crossing the creek. Aman tried to repair the wagon but it collapsed on him. Although his back was not broken, the man was injured and the stream has been known as Brokenback Creek ever since.




    Q. What two towns in Wyoming were the first in the entire northwestern region of the United States to have natural gas-powered lights and heat?




    A. In 1910, the neighboring towns of Basin and Greybull both received the first natural gas utilities in the Northwest.






    Q. What is the largest lake in Wyoming?




    A. Yellowstone Lake in Yellowstone National Park is the largest lake in Wyoming.




    Q. How many square miles are covered by the surface of Yellowstone Lake?




    A. Yellowstone Lake covers 136 square miles.




    Q. Lake De Smet, near Buffalo, Wyoming, was named after its discoverer, Catholic missionary Father Pierre Jean De Smet. What was the Sioux name for the lake?




    A. The Sioux called it Medicine Lake.




    Q. What did Sioux and Cheyenne warriors use the lake for?




    A. The warriors, including Crazy Horse, often went there on vision quests, seeking guidance from their spirit helpers.




    Q. Where can a visitor shout out his or her name and hear it echoed back to them at least three times?




    A. A visitor can stand on the edge of the Bighorn River Canyon just north of Lovell, Wyoming, and shout out his name, hearing it echoed back three times.




    Q. How deep is the Bighorn River Canyon at its deepest point?


    A. The deepest point is 2,200 feet below the canyon rim.




    Q. How long is Bighorn Lake, which extends up the Bighorn River Canyon from the Yellowtail Dam in Montana?




    A. The lake is 71 miles long. It floods 55 miles of the floor of the Bighorn River Canyon.




    Q. What jurisdiction controls the area of Bighorn Lake?




    A. Bighorn Lake is part of the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area, and is controlled by the National Park Service.




    Q. How many lakes are named Lake Solitude in Wyoming?




    A. Three: one is located in the Cloud Peak Wilderness of the Big Horn Mountains, one is located in the Teton Mountains, and another is located in the Glacier Primitive Area of Fremont County.




    Q. What dam on the Platte River was built entirely by human and animal labor from 1905 to 1909?




    A. The Pathfinder Dam, named after the western explorer John Charles “Pathfinder” Fremont, was built using horse-drawn graders and hand-quarried stone. The dam is 218 feet high and 432 feet long. It forms a lake containing 1,016,000 acre-feet of water. This is about enough water for the population of Los Angeles for one year.




    Q. What was the tallest dam in the world in 1910?
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    A. The Buffalo Bill Dam, just a couple of miles west of Cody on the Shoshone River, was the tallest dam in the world upon its completion in 1910.




    Q. How tall is the Buffalo Bill Dam?




    A. The Buffalo Bill Dam is 328 feet tall.




    Q. Where is the highest dam in the world today?




    A. The Rogun Dam in Tajikistan is currently the highest dam in the world at 1,100 feet in height




    Q. Heart Mountain resembles a heart when viewed from Powell, Wyoming. What does it resemble when viewed from Cody, Wyoming?




    A. The mountain is commonly said to resemble a reclining Indian with one knee raised, or an Indian’s profile looking toward the sky, with a wart on his chin.




    Q. How long has Heart Mountain been known by this name?




    A. While it is uncertain how long the Indians used this name for the distinctive mountain, the name appears on Lewis and Clark maps. Lewis and Clark never visited the mountain, but John Colter, a member of their expedition and one of the first known white men into the Wyoming territory, did view the mountain.




    Q. What is the name of a nearby pass that separates the Absaroka and Beartooth Mountains?




    A. The pass is named Dead Indian Pass.






    Q. What is the highest peak in Wyoming?




    A. Gannett Peak in the Wind River Mountains is the highest peak in Wyoming.




    Q. How high is Gannett Peak?




    A. Gannett Peak is 13,804 feet in elevation.




    Q. Of the highest points in each state, where does Gannett Peak rank in the difficulty of climbing?




    A. Gannett Peak is ranked second in difficulty of ascent, surpassed only by Denali in Alaska.




    Q. How many days does the ascent of Gannett Peak usually require?


    A. The total trip usually requires four to six days. The actual approach to the base of the mountain, on horseback or on foot from a highway, is more than forty miles. This is longer than the approach to Denali.




    Q. What is unique about Gannett Glacier on Gannett Peak?




    A. It is considered to be the largest glacier in the Lower 48 states.




    Q. Is Gannett Glacier the only glacier on Gannett Peak?




    A. No, at least three other glaciers are located upon the mountain.




    Q. Who is Gannett Peak named after?




    A. The mountain is named in honor of the American geographer, Henry Gannett. He was president of the National Geographic Society from 1910 to 1914.




    Q. Where is the lowest point in Wyoming?




    A. The lowest point is 3,100 feet above sea level on the Belle Fourche River near Devil’s Tower.




    Q. Who actually laid out the first general plan for the route of the Union Pacific Railroad through the Rocky Mountains of Wyoming?


    A. The mountain man Jim Bridger used a piece of charcoal from his campfire to draw the route for railroad engineers. He traced a route through the southern part of Wyoming.




    Q. How much land did the Union Pacific Railroad receive to build its tracks across Wyoming?
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    A. The Union Pacific railroad received 20 sections of land for every mile of track that it laid.




    Q. How big is a section?




    A. A section is one square mile, or 640 acres.




    Q. Were the sections arranged in one continuous chunk?




    A. No, the sections were arranged in a checkerboard pattern along either side of the tracks.




    Q. Does the Union Pacific Railroad still own this land?




    A. Most of the land was sold to the cattle barons in the 1880s or turned over to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) because no one wanted to buy it.




    Q. Was that the only compensation received by the Union Pacific to build its railroad?




    A. No, the Union Pacific received additional subsidies from the federal government for each mile of track. The UP received $16,000 per mile to a point just west of Cheyenne, $48,000 per mile to cross the following 150 miles of the Great Divide, and $32,000 per mile for any additional track beyond the Divide.




    Q. How did the town of Rawlins get its name?




    A. A railroad surveyor named General John A. Rawlins discovered a spring of water at the site of the future town and wished it to be named after him. He was a Civil War veteran and the railroad owned the land, so his friend General Dodge, the lead railroad engineer, named the town for him.




    Q. What is significant about a lone pine tree growing out of a granite boulder near Laramie, which is now surrounded by a protective fence?




    A. General Grenville Dodge, the chief engineer for the Union Pacific Railroad in 1865, was surveying a path for the railroad when he and his party were attacked by Indians. They fled down the pass containing this very tree and made a mental note of it as a marker for a future path over the mountains.






    Q. Where was the first Intercontinental Missile Base established in the United States?
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