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Let us begin with a prayer . . .

We, the Dedicated (i.e., rabid) Dog People, do hereby promise to make Thee, Dog, the object of our fanatical devotion and to praise you 24/7 with unreasonably high-pitched voices.

We vow to regale our family members, friends, and coworkers with tales of Thy cuteness, even when they feign disinterest.

We agree to surrender two-thirds of the bed to you each night so that you will be well rested for your day of napping.

We pledge to stand in the rain and faithfully wait until you complete your Morning Constitutional so that we may have the honor of picking it up and ensuring it is properly disposed of.

We promise to wear out our phone batteries taking photos of you in festive human garb and grafting them onto greeting cards with messages such as “Silent Bite, Howly Bite.”

And most of all, we vow to recognize you as CEO (Canine Executive Officer) of our lives and true head of our households.

May Dog be praised, for Thou hast rescued us from our lower nature.
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DOGTOLOGY

Dog· tol· o· gy

noun


	The belief in Dog.

	The system of rituals, practices, and behaviors engaged in by Dogtologists.









LIVE. BARK. BELIEVE.

This book is for practicing Dogtologists the world over. Are you among the faithful?


[image: Images] When watching a movie, are you more concerned about a dog being harmed than an entire city of humans being wiped off the map?

[image: Images] Have you bailed on a date because you didn’t want Twinkles to be home all alone?

[image: Images] Does your dog own a more festive holiday wardrobe than you do?

[image: Images] Does your smartphone contain more pictures of dogs wearing sunglasses than of your human family?

[image: Images] Does your pup dine on free-range bison burger while you live off Top Ramen?



If you answered yes to one or more of the above, welcome to the fold!
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THE BOOK OF BONES

The “bones” of Dogtology: Its definition, its roots,
and—OK, I’ll just say it—its dog-ma

I. The Belief in Dog

Every human believes in something. Some believe in a “supreme being.” Others believe in the supremacy of science. Some believe in creationism, others in evolution. Still others believe in nothing whatsoever. (These tend to be the most ardent believers of all.)

Many of humankind’s deepest beliefs have evolved into systems of thought and national institutions. For example, hockey is the unofficial religion of Canada. Some beliefs are held only temporarily, such as belief in Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny or jobs with pension plans. Other beliefs can last a lifetime, such as the belief that bacteria observe a five-second grace period before jumping onto a nacho chip dropped on the floor. Some belief systems—be they political, social, or spiritual—have popular names and are openly embraced by billions of human beings around the world.

Then there are beliefs that are practiced with unwavering devotion, even though their followers may be completely unaware they are practicing an official faith. Dogtology is one such faith. In fact, it’s one of the most practiced beliefs on the planet and has been gathering momentum ever since the first canines came sniffing around the first human caves looking for fresh scraps and bones.

And now, at last, Man’s longstanding, fanatical devotion to Dog has an official name: Dogtology.

So what, exactly, is Dogtology?

Although a love of dogs is a base requirement of all card-carrying Dogtologists, the system of belief is more than just that. Dogtology is a belief that recognizes Dog as a genuinely elevated being. Dogtologists aren’t just fond of dogs, they exalt them (“worship” is too strong a word . . . but not by much!).

If you are a Dogtologist, here are just a few symptoms of your belief system:


[image: Images] You relentlessly email dog photos, dog-toons, dog videos, and dog PowerPoint slideshows to everyone on your contacts list, regardless of the thundering silence you receive in response.

[image: Images] Your dog groomer knows that the concept “drop the dog off” does not apply to you, and you are allowed to wait in the staff lounge, where you are given status reports on Fifi’s wash, dry, style, and mani-pedi on the quarter hour.

[image: Images] You are genuinely surprised when others react to the word “bitch” as if it has negative connotations.

[image: Images] After seventeen years of marriage, you can’t get the names of your in-laws straight, but you can remember the names of the last twelve Westminster Best in Show winners, along with their sires and dams. Also, you know what sires and dams are.

[image: Images] You understand the sole purpose for which cell phone cameras were invented: to capture cunning and hilarious shots of dogs behind the steering wheels of cars . . . wearing sunglasses . . . and Scottish beanies.
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[image: Images] You give birthday and holiday gifts to and from your dog—and you wrap them.

[image: Images] You send only greeting cards with pictures of dogs on them with phrases like “Muzzle Tov!” or “Happy Barktism!” or “Happy Bark Mitzvah!”

[image: Images] You happily purchase “gourmet” treats, such as “pupcakes,” “Na-pawleons,” or “tail mix bars” for your hound—at a retail markup of a mere 750 percent.

[image: Images] Your wallet, iPad cover, watchband, stationery, briefcase, laptop (both cover and wallpaper), mousepad, and car upholstery feature pawprints in the design or have stickers proclaiming: “I ‘heart’ my Rescue Dog.”



And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. In short, if future archaeologists were to dig up your home and catalog its contents, they would conclude, without hesitation, that Dog was your central object of religious devotion.

The veritable shrines humans build to their dogs—in their homes, around their communities, and in the media—are proof positive that Dogtology is indeed a bone-a-fide belief system that stands proudly alongside all the other great isms and ologies of the world. Dogtology, as understood by practicing Dogtologists, can be defined as:

The unconditional, loving belief in Dog as a superior being and, in many ways, Man’s savior.

Chew on that for a while.

II. In Dog We Trust

In order to understand the true spirit of Dogtology, one must examine how humans practice other important beliefs in their lives.

Humans say they believe in many things, but if they’re completely honest with themselves, they have to admit that sometimes they can be pretty selective when it comes to putting their money where their beliefs are. Not so with Dogtology.

Many Dogtologists don’t consider their way of life a formal belief system or religion, but they do actually apply their Dogtological beliefs in a systematic way, whether or not they’re aware of it.

And they do so with the type of unfettered joy one reserves for eating a hot fudge sundae, shopping for that special dress, or spending four hours at home alone with total control of the remote.

Day in and day out, all around the world, human beings organize their lives around dogs. Belief in Dog is one thing that never wavers in a Dogtologist’s life. Nothing “appalling” that a dog ever does—e.g., chewing up your wallet, biting a litigious neighbor as he’s bending over to look in his mailbox, decorating the yoga mat with drool, or barking all night at a shovel stuck in the ground—is enough to shake a Dogtologist’s faith.

[image: Images]

Conversely, we waver like crazy in our other beliefs. For example, we may say we support our favorite sports team, but the second they miss a shot, run, or touchdown in a play-off game, they become a “bunch of bums,” and we’re surfing for reruns of Cupcake Wars. We may say we believe in social causes like conservation and human rights, until it comes time to turn down our thermostat or crack open our checkbook for a donation. We may even say we believe in a supreme being, but the second anything goes wrong in our mismanaged lives, we rage at the heavens and shout, “Why? Why?” We question or even lose our faith.

No matter what Dog does, though, it’s never enough to make us reject him or call our love for him into question. It’s never enough to shake our faith.

The point is this: We profess to believe in all sorts of noble and worthy things, but we do not practice those beliefs consistently, day in, day out. Dogtologists, on the other hand, practice their belief with absolute, unwavering commitment.

And over the centuries, Dogtology has become stronger with each generation.

III. Dog Is Fur Real

Why is our belief in Dog so much more powerful and unwavering than other beliefs? It comes down to this: most of our deep beliefs are abstract to us. And humankind is not very good at relating to abstractions. Abstractions, it turns out, are crap at catching balls and snuggling. Abstractions don’t lick our face. Abstractions aren’t cute and fuzzy, and they don’t make us laugh after a long day of listening to Todd the interim regional sales manager explain the “Seven Cs of Successful Upselling.” We do much better with stuff we can see and feel and scratch.

When you think about it, the things we get from Dog are the very things we seek through spiritual or metaphysical belief:


[image: Images] love

[image: Images] unconditional acceptance

[image: Images] a feeling of not being alone

[image: Images] inspiration

[image: Images] courage

[image: Images] steadfastness

[image: Images] joy



We seek these things through our belief systems, but, due to the imperfection of our faith, we don’t always receive them.

We unfailingly get them from Dog, though.

So . . . maybe that was all part of the plan. Maybe Man and Dog were designed to be perfectly complementary partners here on Earth.

Maybe it’s Man’s job to tame the elements, grow the food, build the houses, stitch the pockets to hold the treats, manufacture the tools, make the grocery lists, harness the energy, mow the lawns, watch the clocks, banish the fleas and ticks, clean up the poop, and drive the cars. And maybe it’s Dog’s role to teach Man how to love, play, run, live spontaneously, be a friend, and behave unselfishly. Oh, and how to find just the right spot to scratch.

[image: Images]

Dog Saves

Man, because of his inherently weak faith, tends to doubt and blame the very almighty powers he strives so hard to believe in when things go wrong. But Dog is a being that Man can always trust in and never blame. So perhaps Dog came to Earth as Man’s savior. After all, it wouldn’t be the first time in history this sort of thing went down.

For Dogtologists, this is not a what-if. It is the way things are.

Dogtologists may not have thought all of this stuff out in their heads, but they know it in their bones.

[image: Images]

IV. The Ten Noble Qualities of Dog

Why canines? Of all the millions of flashy and exotic species that have graced this planet since Man arrived on the scene—lizards that walk on water, insects that glow with inner light, apes that mirror human emotions, beetles that can roll the most awesome dung balls you’ve ever seen (really, you should check these things out)—why is it that Dog alone has caught the enduring attention of Man? Why is it that Dog alone has become Man’s universal companion, both in his home and in the world at large? Cats share Man’s home, too, but try taking one for a walk.

Sure, dogs do a lot of practical jobs for us, but so do goats, oxen, donkeys, and lab rats. Is it because dogs are cute? Sure, they’re cute, but so are kittens, chipmunks, piglets, ducklings, bunnies, canaries, meerkats, baby seals, pandas, and sea otters. Is it because dogs are docile? So are cows. Obedient? So are sheep. Smart? So are octopi. Humanlike? So are gorillas.

We love Dog for all of these qualities, but the reasons we believe in Dog and are uplifted by Dog go much, much deeper. When one ponders the true nature of Dog, one cannot help but conclude that, like our greatest saints and sages, Dog possesses truly noble qualities that the average person can only aspire to.

1. Dog Lives in the Moment

Dog exists in the now. Not in the five minutes ago. Not in the tomorrow. The now. Dog can make a rubber ball the center of his universe, but two seconds after the ball rolls away he moves on to something else. Why? Because Dog does not live in his head. Man, on the other hand, replays the past, worries about the future, fantasizes about the nonexistent, and forgets the valuable Sunday school lesson that teaches us to not worry about tomorrow.

Dog is content wherever he finds himself. He doesn’t daydream about catching a Frisbee on the beach when he’s chasing squirrels in the forest. Dog is simply here, interacting with the world fully and directly.

2. Dog Exudes Inner Light

Saints are often depicted with halos around their heads, which represent the inner light that special beings are said to exude, but no being on Earth exudes more inner light than Dog. When a dog walks into a room, everyone’s attention immediately goes to him. Next time you take your dog for a walk, note how many people purposely walk near you so they can pet your dog, or even just smile when they see your dog and say hello.

Dog exudes a light that lifts the human spirit and fills it with joy. In fact, dogs should have been created with halos. In the eyes of Dogtologists, they were.

3. Dog Is All-Knowing

Dogs are hyperaware of the world around them. With super hearing and a sense of smell that is a million times stronger than Man’s, Dog is able to process vastly more information about the world than humans are. Dog can simultaneously listen to an argument going on three houses away, locate the eight nearest sources of fresh meat, track the movements of twelve woodchucks chucking wood in the nearby forest, brace for the arrival of the mailman, and keep an eye on a toddler wandering near a swimming pool—all while busily gnawing on a fresh rawhide. Dog also has the uncanny ability to selectively hear. For some reason, Dog won’t hear his name being yelled while he’s rolling around in a fresh pile of something in the yard, but open a candy wrapper two miles away and watch him come running. Dog even knows when an earthquake is coming and, by some accounts, can tell when a human epileptic patient is about to experience a seizure and when humans have undiagnosed cancer in their bodies.

4. Dog Is Unconditionally Loving

Dog will never respond with sarcasm after being shooed out of a room, or give the silent treatment when another dog eats his food in his absence. In fact, Dog’s love is so unconditional that when a person locks his spouse and Dog in the trunk of the car for an hour, just watch and see when the trunk is opened which one comes running to Man first, licking and grinning.

[image: Images]

Dog does not care if Man is rich or poor, young or old, a PhD or a dropout. Dog loves Man so much that his butt quakes with excitement upon your arrival from work, and he listens intently as you drone on about your day.

5. Dog Is Humble and Free of Ego

The surest hallmark of the spiritually evolved being is freedom from pride. Dogs allow humans to clad them in pink ruffle dresses, call them names like Twinkle-Cakes, and stare openly at them as they empty their bowels. Dogs eat humans’ crumbs off the floor and lick up their spills. Not because dogs are lower than humans, but because they are way past Man’s ego games. And because they can.

If Dog ruled the world (officially), there would be no war. Or politics. Or comb-overs. Dog does not do comb-overs.

6. Dog Is Fiercely Loyal

Dog gives Man his absolute, utmost loyalty at all times, unfailingly. Dog does not care whether Man is a criminal, an idiot, a failure, fat, skinny, brilliant, or mentally challenged. Dog does not care about what’s in it for him by being Man’s friend, because when Dog offers friendship, it is friendship for life.

7. Dog Embraces Silence

Dog is at peace with himself and comfortable in silence. Dog does not need to make constant noise to validate his existence. Man, however, fills every moment with noise—nervous chatter, humming, foot stomping, TV blasting, iTunes, video games, and YouTube.

Because Dog’s hearing is far more sensitive than Man’s and covers a wider frequency range, Man’s constant noise is undoubtedly an unpleasant experience for Dog. For example, some of Man’s machines emit sounds that can be quite painful to dogs, while some high-tech gadgets emit constant high-pitched signals that are too faint for humans to hear, so they aren’t bothered, but are like nails on a chalkboard for Dog.

Dog does not woof, snarl, whine, scratch, and growl for hours on end every day, and then, when bored with that, turn on machines that play sounds of other dogs whining and barking. If Dog did, he would soon find himself living in an empty refrigerator box at the dump, making sad eyes to the tune of a Sarah McLachlan song.

[image: Images]

8. Dog Is Joyous and Grateful

Dog is not a bowl-half-empty being. Dog does not grumble his way through life, failing to notice the garden of Eden he lives in or becoming animated only when the Internet connection is a fraction of a second slower than expected. Dog constantly celebrates life and is filled with joy at the prospect of a walk in the woods with his human.

[image: Images]

9. Dog Is Selfless and Heroic

Scientists claim that animals are only capable of acting in ways that ensure their own survival, but that is probably because scientists haven’t spent much time with Dog.

Since the dawn of history, dogs have been performing selfless acts of heroism, such as running into burning buildings to save Man, shielding Man from attacks by absorbing the blows themselves, and risking their lives to rescue lost or trapped humans. In fact, when the ruins of Pompeii were excavated, a dog was found frozen in the act of shielding a young boy’s body. A tag around the dog’s neck described three previous times the dog had saved the same boy’s life.

Dog is a true hero.

Dog is unselfish in a way that Man can only aspire to be. True, human firefighters, police, and soldiers are heroic, but beside him there may be a canine counterpart who doesn’t receive a paycheck for it, isn’t on the health plan, and doesn’t take a two-week vacation to the Bahamas. It’s just what Dog does. No biggie.

[image: Images]

10. Dog Heals

Some of the more spiritual members of the human race seem to have the mysterious ability to heal the sick, but there’s little mystery about the way Dog does it—without even trying. Heck, without even realizing it! Dog even has chemicals in his saliva that contain antiseptic properties that speed the healing of wounds. In fact, it was Dog who licked the wounds of a guy named Lazarus, trying to apply a little first aid to the dude.

Dog can alleviate pain, reduce blood pressure, and even delay the symptoms of aging. The best Man can do is to try not to stand on a patient’s oxygen hose when Dog shows up to heal with his mere presence.

V. Dogs in Religion

Historically speaking, the noble qualities of Dog were not immediately apparent to Man. It takes a while for big ideas to filter their way into the collective human psyche. When Copernicus first suggested that the Earth revolves around the sun, for example, the science club kicked him out without refunding his dues. When the zero was first introduced as a math concept, it took centuries for the world to wrap its mind around it. (“Tell me again, how can nothing be something?”) Big ideas sink in slowly. Dogtology is another such big idea. It took many centuries to gain the momentum it now enjoys.

Scattered throughout history are examples of cultures and religions that were early adopters of Dogtological beliefs. The Nosarii of western Asia, for instance, worshipped a dog as their deity, and the Kalangs of Java had a “cult of the red dog.” Dogs are still worshipped in Nepal at a festival called Khicha Puja. But the truth is, humankind has worshipped lots of other creatures, including goats, rodents, serpents, plants, and fish. So, evidently, Man has not been too picky when choosing what to bow down to.

What’s more interesting are the historical cases that reveal the mind-set of the worshippers themselves.

[image: Images]

Egypt

It is clear that in ancient Egypt dogs were highly honored. After all, they were routinely eviscerated, embalmed, mummified, and entombed—which was the way those wacky ancient Egyptians said, “I love you.”

Historians often claim that cats were more revered than dogs in ancient Egypt. As evidence, they point to the fanciful cat images seen in Egyptian art. Dogs, on the other hand, were usually portrayed more realistically, which meant, according to some researchers, that dogs were no big woof. But perhaps these historians got it wrong. Could they have failed to appreciate the role cartoon humor played in ancient Egypt, as evidenced by their cat art? Perhaps what the historians failed to grasp is that all of those cat-themed statues and hieroglyphics were the ancient equivalent of comic strips.

And whom were those cat cartoons designed to entertain? Dogs, of course! What if ancient Egyptians loved their dogs so much that they wanted to amuse them by depicting their natural enemies in goofy ways?

India

A tale from ancient India suggests that the roots of Dogtology may have been flourishing in that culture, too. In this sacred story, Yudhisthira strikes off into the mountains in search of the chariot of the god Indra. On the way, a skinny stray dog befriends him—not Eukanuba-ad-model skinny, but rather starving, bedraggled skinny.

Still, there’s something about its eyes. . . . Together Yudhisthira and the dog traverse burning sands, jagged rocks, and lethal mud pits.

The dog sticks by Yudhisthira through thick and thin. The two finally reach the peak they are seeking, and Indra’s voice rings out:

“You have made it! Come, jump into my chariot and we shall fly to heaven.”

As Yudhisthira and his dog take a step toward the chariot, Indra raises a hand.

“Sorry,” Indra says. “No dogs allowed. Heavenly policy and all.”

Yudhisthira says to Indra, “Yo, four-arms, if my dog can’t get in, I don’t want to join this country club.”

“Stop!” cries Indra as Yudhisthira and his dog turn to walk away.

At this moment, the dog transforms into its true shape: the great god Dharma, lord of correct living.

“You passed your final test,” barks—er, says—Dharma. “You have proven that you deserve to enter the gates of heaven.”

Pure, undiluted Dogtology.

Ancient Greece

The great philosopher Diogenes the Cynic was said to hold Dog in higher esteem than he did his fellow man. (The word “cynic” is actually derived from the Greek word for “doglike”—not, surprisingly enough, from the word for “one who follows American politics closely.”) Diogenes was a curious chap. It is said that he tried to emulate dogs in his behavior and that he believed in eating from garbage heaps, relieving himself on trees, and howling at full moons. (He also masturbated in public, to which Dog reportedly responded, “Dude, if you’re going to make a big point about emulating us, could you please not do that?”) Diogenes is also said to have celebrated dogs as courageous guardians and models of morality. Hard to get past the masturbating-in-public thing, though.

VI. Evidence of Dogtology Around Us

The time has now come to openly celebrate our feelings and beliefs about Dog. The time has come to elevate Dogtology to a formal belief system that stands proudly alongside all the other great isms and ologies of the world. And that is exactly what is happening. The physical signs of Dogtology are spreading all around the globe. Just as humans canonize their saints, they also “canine-ize” their world. Here are just a few examples of Man’s exuberant dog worship:


[image: Images] dog images on signs and billboards

[image: Images] a National Dog Day observance

[image: Images] a constant stream of dog-themed books on bestseller lists (wag, wag!)

[image: Images] mobile dog grooming services with names like Waggin’ Wheels, Pooch Patrol, and Dog-Gone Clean

[image: Images] dog comic strips in newspapers and magazines

[image: Images] dog food and dog medication advertisements accompanying nearly every mouse click made online

[image: Images] dogs featured in ads for every human product from health insurance to erectile dysfunction medication (Is it possible to watch three consecutive TV commercials without seeing a dog in one of them?)

[image: Images] talking dogs in movies, TV shows, and cartoons

[image: Images] entire stores with names like Pawsitively Yours, More Bones About It, Wags to Riches, and Necessary Ruffness, all devoted to dog merchandise

[image: Images]

[image: Images] dog plastic surgeons, dentists, and massage therapists

[image: Images] entire dog-centric aisles in supermarkets and department stores

[image: Images] YouTube videos of dogs doing random human acts, such as mowing the lawn or reading a book

[image: Images] backyards and homes designed entirely around dogs

[image: Images] dog psychologists (because humans think they need one, so why not dogs, too?)



Humans tell themselves that dogs worship and adore them, but would dogs flock to a movie called Marvin and Me—about a dog and his boy? Would dogs make YouTube videos of humans catching Frisbees in their teeth? Would dogs open a salon called To Hair Is Human?

Humans don’t just love dogs; they obsess over them. But, like the fish that can’t see the water it’s swimming in, humans aren’t always aware of their obsession, because they’re so immersed in it.

An interesting experiment would be to substitute a giant sea cucumber for every image of Dog, reference to Dog, and instance of Dog devotion that exists in culture. One glance around such a world and humans would be looking at one another, scratching their heads, and saying, “What the heck is our obsession with sea cucumbers?” They would immediately shut down their businesses, go on a forty-day fast, and embark on an intense period of self-examination.

How did dog worship so thoroughly take over the world? Perhaps it’s like the Internet. Once humans had it, it became an addiction. They could no longer live without it and had to have access to it everywhere. Similarly, Dog devotion just grew, one paw print sticker at a time.

Let’s address the elephant, er, dog, in the room. The fact that DOG spelled backwards is . . . well, you know, is quite the coincidence. Ya think? A wonderfully loving, forgiving, enlightened being called a dog has a name that is the mirror image of The Almighty. You be the judge.

[image: Images]

VII. History’s Greatest Hookup

From what can be gathered from history, Dog has always enjoyed a unique relationship with Man. As just a few examples:


[image: Images] Dogs were the first animals Man ever fed voluntarily. Man probably fed the saber-toothed tiger now and then, but that was less about volunteerism and more about poor foot traction.

[image: Images] Dogs were the first animals to share Man’s domicile—at least on an invitational basis; it was actually the rats and cockroaches that pioneered the concept of “Mi casa es su casa.”

[image: Images] Dogs were the first animals ever to play with Man, not just as a chew toy.

[image: Images] A dog, Laika (Russian for “barker”), was the first animal in space.

[image: Images] A canine is credited with saving and nurturing Romulus and Remus, who later founded the city of Rome.



So, how did Man and Dog first partner up? Science reveals that canines first encountered Man in the form of the gray wolf and later evolved into the modern domesticated dog. How and when this change took place, however, no one knows for sure. The old theory was that Man plucked wolf puppies from the wild and raised them in captivity so they would be docile. However, how Man managed to coax newborn pups away from their snarling she-wolf moms or why Man thought that sharing his living room with an apex predator was a good idea has never been adequately explained.

Scientists are now starting to suspect that it was actually Dog that scoped out Man for partnership, rather than vice versa. That’s right: Dog may have been the agent of Man’s domestication, according to the Duke Canine Cognition Center. In fact, research reveals that early Dog had thoughts such as:


[image: Images] “Ol’ Two Legs loves to hunt and gather almost as much as I love to eat. I wonder what it would take to sink my teeth into some of that yummy meat he collects.”

[image: Images] “Hmm, ol’ Knobby Knees has amazing paws. Maybe he’ll use them to throw a stick for me.”

[image: Images] “Ol’ Long Arms seems to think I’m cute. Maybe if I play up the cuteness, he’ll let me share his warm fire on cold nights while he scratches my belly.”



Dog now lives at his leisure in warmth and comfort, while Man works forty-plus hours a week so he can feed, house, play with, and care for Dog. From an evolutionary perspective, then, which species is serving which?

What is known for sure is that as history has unfolded, Dog has climbed up the ladder to higher and higher roles in human society. Dog started out on the very bottom rung and now finds himself where he is today: catching z’s, munching Pup-Peroni on the sofa, and waiting for the humans to come home from work so he can get his ears scratched.

VIII. The Changing Role of Dogs in Society

While there is room for interpretation and opinion, the progression of Dog’s role in society probably went something like this:

Janitor

Dog’s first role with Man was, essentially, “Cleanup on aisle five!” Many scientists believe that the relationship between Man and Dog first began when camps of human hunters would toss away perfectly good pancreases, gallbladders, and pituitary glands. Dog began tentatively approaching human camps and “cleaning up” after him. Humans soon realized that there were benefits to having Dog perform this janitorial service: less stench of death, fewer flies and rats, and a diminished chance of diseases caused by the parasites that fill rats’ coats like clowns in a clown car. And so Man began to welcome Dog into his settlements. Man naturally began to like Dog, and Dog began to tolerate Man—even learning to endure the tired stories of his own heroism that Man repeated ad nauseam around the campfire.

Security Guard

Side benefits began to emerge from this arrangement. For example, Dog, with his superior senses, would sit up and bark whenever strange animals or humans were approaching the settlement. This would alert Man to potential predators, invading armies, and traveling loincloth salesmen. Man realized he was much safer when Dog was around. And Dog not only guarded Man’s villages from attack at night, but also protected Man’s crops from being raided by bunnies and the like. In fact, it is well known in dog circles that agriculture would not have evolved without Dog’s protection.
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