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			Introduction

			Say the name Annie Oakley and the image of a young woman who could shoot targets out of the sky without a miss and rode across the frontier with Wild West showman Buffalo Bill Cody comes to mind. Annie Oakley was a champion rifle shot and did perform alongside well-known riders, ropers, and Indian chiefs in Colonel Cody’s vaudevillian tour, but there was more to Annie Oakley’s fame than her skill with a gun. The diminutive weapons wonder was a strong proponent of the right to bear arms, a noted philanthropist, and a warrior against libel who fought the most powerful man in publishing and won.

			The native Ohioan astonished the world with her almost unbelievable feats of rifle marksmanship. She could pepper a playing card sailing through the air, puncture dimes tossed into the sky, and break flying balls with her rifle held high above her head. She once shot steadily for nine hours, using three 16-gauge hammer shotguns that she loaded herself, breaking 4,772 out of 5,000 balls.1

			Annie Oakley fell in love with and married the first man she defeated in a rifle match. Frank E. Butler was one of the most noted marksmen in the West and he and Annie were married for more than fifty years. The couple never had any children of their own. The reasons they were childless are varied and speculative at best. What is not without question is how Annie helped fund the care and education of orphaned children from coast to coast. 

			Annie Oakley was a combination of dainty, feminine charm and lead bullets, adorned in fringed handmade fineries and topped with a halo of powder-blue smoke. She had a reputation for being humble, true, and law-abiding and was careful with her character at all times. When powerful newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst challenged her honor and questioned her respectability in his publication in 1903, Annie filed a lawsuit against him that’s still discussed at universities today. 

			Annie’s experience with Hearst wasn’t the only trial she encountered in her celebrated life. A couple of motor vehicle accidents left her in constant pain, subjected her to numerous back surgeries, and resulted in Annie having to wear a leg brace. There were other struggles as well, some just as stifling as a leg brace. 

			Although Annie’s position on what women should be allowed to do was progressive for the time (she believed in equal pay and in a woman’s right to carry a gun), she was not for women’s suffrage. Her chief concern was that not enough “good” women would vote.2 Annie wasn’t political in that sense. She tried for years to convince the government to allow her to recruit a team of women sharpshooters to fight for the country, but was never successful. Public servants dismissed the firearms expert’s idea outright, but Annie never fully abandoned the notion.

			The incomparable Annie Oakley suffered through numerous heartaches in her lifetime: the death of her father in 1866, her mother in 1908, her beloved dog Dave in 1923, and her dear friend Buffalo Bill Cody in 1917. She was also forced to deal with reports of her own death in 1890. “I am indeed, very grateful for your many kinds words in my obituary,” she wrote the editor at a Cincinnati, Ohio, magazine. “How such a report got started I do not know. I am thankful to say I’m in the best of health.”3 

			Annie and Frank battled imposters trying to use Oakley’s famous name to gain work at theaters and rodeos and endeavored to tolerate brash rivals like Lillian Smith, who was hired by Buffalo Bill Cody to appear in the Wild West show. Lillian was younger than Annie and she was braggadocious and flirtatious with the male cast members of the Wild West show. Her unladylike behavior contributed to Annie’s eventual departure from the program, a way of life that had been a constant for her for more than sixteen years.4 

			Only those close to Annie were aware of the difficulties she experienced. She handled every trial that came her way with such dignity and grace, it was easy for the general public to believe she never had a worry, but nothing could have been further from the truth. 

			The Trials of Annie Oakley describes the hardships the peerless lady wing shot overcame, from her early life using her marksmanship as a means of providing food for her widowed mother, brother, and sisters, to her final days dealing with all the symptoms associated with pernicious anemia. It is the story of a young woman who survived scandal and misfortune to become a true American hero. 

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			Queen of the Rifle

			It was three o’clock in the morning when Southern Railway Engine 75 collided with Western legend and showman Buffalo Bill Cody’s train outside Lexington, North Carolina, on October 29, 1901. The rumble of the trains hurrying toward one another sounded like the gathering of a cyclone. Whistles blew and brakes scraped hard against the rails in a desperate attempt to prevent the crash, but the impact was unavoidable.1

			The force of the engines smacking into one another caused the derailment of the cars in tow, and all at once the air was filled with flying missiles of iron and wood. Smoke poured in great black streaks from the steam funnels, and the popping of steam rose high in the air. A veritable hell of fire erupted. Members of the cast and crew of Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show fought madly in their attempt to crawl out the doors and windows of the overturned cars. Horses trapped in the twisted, mangled debris whinnied and brayed frantically.2 

			People rushed to the scene from nearby farmhouses and stood helplessly around the wreckage, holding their hands to their ears in order to shut out the frightful screams of the injured passengers and animals. Gathering their composure, they fought to rescue the hurt from the coaches scattered about the landscape. Slowly the suffering were lifted from the destruction and carried to a grassy field. Many cried and groaned in pain, their heads and hands cut and blood streaming from their wounds.3

			Annie Oakley, world-famous exhibition sharpshooter, was one of the unfortunate victims of the train wreck. She was lying unconscious somewhere among the rubble. The car where Annie and her husband Frank had been sleeping was turned upside down. When the engines slammed into one another and their car tumbled over, the petite entertainer was thrown from her berth onto a trunk. Before hitting the trunk with her back, she tried to break the fall by putting her hand out. Both her hand and back were injured. Frank suffered only minor cuts and bruises. He carried his wife out of the wreckage to the spot where the other hurt passengers had been taken. Annie’s eyes fluttered open long enough to see the severely damaged vehicle. What once had been a speeding marvel was now a broken scrap heap.4 

			Buffalo Bill Cody and his accomplished cast all survived the collision. Casualties were relegated to the four-legged members of the well-known show. The October 30, 1901, edition of the Evening Gazette reported more than one hundred horses were crushed and killed. “The loss of many of the animals is nothing less than a national calamity,” the Evening Gazette article lamented. “Indeed many of them were historic and worthy of a more fitting end than a sudden death in a crowed box car.” Among the historic or popular animals that perished in the wreck was McKinley, a horse that belonged to the twenty-fifth president of the United States and the last animal the politician rode before his death at the hand of an assassin on September 14, 1901. Buffalo Bill’s horse, Old Pap, was also killed. Cody is said to have “broken down utterly at the grievous sight.”5 

			As news of the tragic event spread, telegrams and letters were dashed off to beloved entertainers with the show to wish them well, but no one received quite as many messages as fan favorite Annie Oakley. Initial reports claimed that Annie walked away from the crash with a bruised back and head, but the situation was far more serious. She was transported from the location of the accident to St. Michael’s Hospital in New Jersey, where she underwent several surgeries to try to repair the damage done to her back.6 

			Annie Oakley was America’s first “sweetheart.” She was loved and admired by millions on more than one continent. The thought that Annie suffered any permanent injury as a result of the accident worried the public at large, and they wrote to let the crack shot know she was cherished and appreciated.7 

			For more than twenty-six years, the name Annie Oakley had been synonymous with marksmanship, dignity, and perseverance. The life and story of Annie Oakley was a combination Cinderella fairy-tale story and frontier melodrama. Born Phoebe Ann Moses on August 13, 1860, hers was a rags-to-riches story that began in a log cabin in Darke County, Ohio. There were seven children in the Moses family, and they struggled with privation and poverty. Jacob Moses, or Mozee as he was also known, was the patriarch and worked in a mill. He died from exposure when Annie was six years old, leaving her mother, Susan, alone to care for the family. Determined to help provide for her brother and sisters, Annie learned to use the one possession of value her father left: a .40 cap-and-ball Kentucky rifle. Jacob had never used the weapon. He was a Quaker and as such was against firearms. Annie believed she could use the gun to hunt wild game for her family to eat.8 

			A year after Jacob died, Susan remarried, but tragedy struck again when her second husband was killed in an accident, making her a widow once more. Annie witnessed her mother endeavoring to do what was needed for her children but never being able to make ends meet. Annie took a job as an assistant matron of an infirmary to earn funds to keep her siblings clothed and fed. The infirmary housed the elderly, orphaned, and insane. Annie was good at her job and learned a great deal from her employer, including how to sew. She then took a job as a mother’s helper, but the couple she worked for was cruel to her, and Annie eventually ran away.9 

			During the time Annie was away from her family, her mother married a third time. Back at home, Annie assumed many of the household chores and practiced shooting with her brother John. She became an expert shot, supporting her entire family by selling the rabbits, geese, and other game she hunted to storekeepers and hotel owners.10 

			News of Annie’s talent with a gun spread throughout Darke County and beyond. At the age of fifteen, she traveled to Oakley, Ohio, to visit her sister and was surprised to find out her reputation for being a sharpshooter had extended that far south. The far-famed team of Butler and Company happened to be in the area at the same time as Annie. The company performed deeds of daring and dexterity with firearms. Frank Butler, a handsome and gregarious sure shot, was the show’s star. As a publicity stunt, Frank was accustomed to issuing a challenge to all comers to a shooting match. The challenge was taken by one of Annie’s hotel-keeping patrons, who prevailed upon her to shoot against the professional. Annie not only won the match but also captured the heart of Frank Butler, thirteen years her senior.11 

			Frank was impressed with Annie’s ability with a gun and intrigued by her sweet smile and congenial spirit. Before he left her at the site of their match, he presented her with tickets to his show. Annie attended the program with her family. When Frank and his partners came out onstage, the audience erupted with applause. Frank put on quite a performance, shooting objects out of the other marksmen’s hands and splitting a playing card held edgewise toward him. Annie was fascinated. For the finale Frank’s white poodle, George, came forward and sat down onstage. An apple was placed on his head, and then Frank shot off the apple. Annie cheered wildly, and the whole audience joined her.12 

			Backstage Annie congratulated Frank on his spectacular performance. Frank introduced her to his partners and to George, who came solemnly forward to Annie and presented a paw to be shaken. Frank was stunned. George generally didn’t like women, but he’d obviously taken a fancy to Annie. Annie returned to Frank’s show again and again. He and Annie became close friends, and on June 22, 1876, they were married.13

			Frank had a difficult time convincing Annie’s mother to allow him to wed her daughter. Susan did not think Frank was a suitable partner for her Annie. He wasn’t a Quaker, he was divorced with two children, he was in debt, and vaudeville was his career. Frank’s persistence won her over. He promised he would do right by Annie and challenged Susan to put him to the test.14

			Frank was used to proving himself. He was an Irishman who had immigrated to the United States as a boy. Unskilled but determined, he had managed to support himself with a variety of jobs. First he had delivered milk with a pony cart in New York City; next he had been a stable boy; later he had become a fisherman. He knew he could make a good life for himself and Annie.15

			After they were married, Frank continued touring the country with his marksman act while Annie stayed behind with her mother. She went back to school to take up her education where she’d left off as a little girl. Frank missed her terribly and would frequently send gifts, letters, and poems. On May 9, 1881, Frank sent her a poem that described his plans for their future.

			Some fine day I’ll settle down and stop this roving life; 

			with a cottage in the country I will claim my little wife. 

			Then we will be happy and contended; 

			no quarrels shall arise. 

			And I’ll never leave my little girl with the rain drops in her eyes.16

			Annie would often visit Frank while he was on the road. On one occasion Frank’s partner had become ill and couldn’t go on. Frank persuaded Annie to perform in his place. When she walked onstage, the crowd roared with delight.17

			Annie didn’t miss a single shot, and the audience fell in love with her. By the end of the evening, Frank had made Annie his new business partner. He changed her last name to Oakley, after the place where they first met. 

			A performance in Texas in the latter part of 1884 changed the direction of Frank and Annie’s working relationship. Frank and Annie were doing their act before a group of rowdy cowboys. Frank had struggled through his part of the routine, missing a few of his trademark trick shots. Annie’s heart felt for her husband, but there was nothing she could do to help him.18 A big, burly man in the crowd shouted, “Sit down and let the little girl shoot.” The man had a gun and looked as if he would use it if crossed. Annie hurried over to Frank and persuaded him to let her try the shot. The crowd cheered when she hit the target on the first try.19 

			Later, when the couple was alone, Frank took stock of the act and confessed to Annie that she was the better shot. “The people come to see you,” he told her. Annie tried to convince him that the crowds were there to see them both, but Frank knew that wasn’t the case any longer. Being a smart businessman, he began giving his wife more and more of the limelight and moved himself more and more into the background. Within a short time Annie Oakley alone was a noted figure in the eastern theaters.20 

			In addition to working on new sharpshooting routines, Annie set about designing and making herself costumes for the shows in which she and Frank performed. Their act was billed as “Butler and Oakley.” Their poodles, George and Jack, appeared as a specialty. Butler and Oakley became the top shooting act in the country. They were offered a sizable amount to tour with the Sells Brothers Circus in 1884. Annie became so popular, people named her “The Queen of the Rifle.”21

			Butler and Oakley were performing in St. Paul when a delegation of Sioux Indians on their way to Washington for a conference with the “Great White Father” decided to attend the theater where the husband and wife team were presenting their act. One of the members of the delegation was the famous Sitting Bull. After Annie performed her most difficult feat—that of shooting the end from a cigarette held between the teeth of her husband—Sitting Bull arose in great excitement and shouted, “Watanya Cecilia!” Watanya Cecilia meant “Little Sure Shot.” Little Sure Shot was the name of one of Sitting Bull’s daughters who had died. He was so impressed with Annie Oakley’s prowess that he sent an interpreter to her after the show and asked permission to adopt her as his daughter. She consented, and a ceremony took place at the hotel where the delegation was staying.22

			Frank and Annie’s time with the Sells Brothers Circus ended in New Orleans in December 1884. While there the pair visited the grounds of a competing show, Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West. Frank and Annie were impressed with the first-class care given to the animals in the show and the special attention paid to trick shooters and riders. Famed scout William Cody was equally impressed with the famous “Far West Champion Rifle Shots.” He hired the two, and Frank arranged to have Annie prominently featured in the show. Annie Oakley was the first white woman to travel with the Wild West outfit. Frank and Annie were well received by the other performers with the show and were always made to feel at home.23

			“So began our life with Buffalo Bill’s Wild West,” Annie later recalled. “The travel and early parades were hard, but we were happy. A crowned queen was never treated with more reverence than I was by those whole-souled Western boys.”24 

			Frank and Annie spent hours creating spellbinding routines for Annie’s act. Frank originated many of her back-bending and mirror shots. He helped her perfect a routine in which she shot a hole in the center of an ace of spades that he held. Annie felt a sense of belonging in Cody’s show and reminded Frank of it often. “This is it!” Annie would say. “This is what we’ve been working toward. Here is where our act is most at home.”25

			The crowds that were lured out to see the great markswoman increased at every city where she appeared. She was admired, adored, and enshrined in the hearts of innumerable Americans. 

			After more than two successful seasons touring with the Wild West show in the United States, Cody invited the much-revered entertainer and Frank to accompany him and the other cast members on a European tour. Their first performance was in London on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. It was during that engagement Annie won her first shooting match against Grand Duke Michael of Russia, a match that had been arranged by the Prince of Wales.26

			Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show then moved on to Paris. Although the French people were kind, they did not understand all the elements of the popular program. The bucking horse and the reenactment of various battles between Native Americans baffled the French, and their response was lackluster. However, when Annie Oakley gave her exhibition of marksmanship, they cheered and gave her a standing ovation. The stunts she performed were impressive. Annie would stand twenty feet back from the trap. When the trap was pulled, she ran the twenty feet to her gun, picked it up, and shot clay pigeons while they were still in the air; using three double-barreled shotguns, she shot six glass balls thrown in the air at once. She also shot a dime from between her husband’s thumb and forefinger at thirty paces.27 

			A newspaper article found among the notes Annie Oakley kept while writing her autobiography described how she felt about the accolades given for her shooting ability. “Oh, I would that I might live over again those days of simplicity when God was consulted!” the article in the November 24, 1926, edition of the Portsmouth Daily Times read. “It far surpassed being bowed to and complimented by the crowned heads of the world.” Though Annie was grateful for the awards, gifts, and titles she was given, she preferred hearth and home to recognition from royalty.28 

			Perhaps it was Annie’s humble beginnings and unpretentious attitude that prompted such devotion to home. She was not overly enamored of celebrity and wasn’t boastful or ostentatious, but rather kind and approachable. Fans and devotees felt as if they’d always known her; she was like a good neighbor, a sweet friend from school, or an accomplished sister. They rooted for her to do well, and she was appreciative of the chance to make people happy with her talent. She was beloved in America and praised in foreign countries. Kings of savage, cannibal tribes completely charmed by her skill and countenance begged to buy “Little Missy,” as Buffalo Bill Cody always called her, to take her back to their jungle lands to shoot their man-eating tigers.29 

			Admirers often wrote letters to Annie complimenting her for the work she did with orphans. “Charity was an obsession with her,” one of her nieces, Mrs. Bessie Wacholz, noted about her famous aunt. “Once in Vienna she appeared at a benefit for the orphans of that city, sponsored by the Baroness Rothschild. In appreciation, the Baroness sent Aunt Annie a bag of gold which Aunt Annie immediately turned over to the fund for the orphans. When the Baroness heard about it, she sent Aunt Annie a diamond broach.”30

			While in Europe in 1886, Annie received a letter from a French count who boasted that he’d seen every one of her performances since she arrived in France. He wrote that as he watched her he dreamed of someday taking her to Paris to meet his mother. His dream included how he would introduce her to the public. “I would kneel on satin cushions and proudly announce, ‘My wife, the Countess’ while placing on her head a beautiful tiara that had been in my family for two centuries.”31

			A Welshman sent Annie a photograph of himself that included a proposal of marriage. He signed his flattering correspondence, “Yours until death us do part, Your Darling Ducky.”32 

			The sure shot was well thought of by audience members of all ages. Offers of marriage came from men as old as eighty years and as young as eight. A British boy of ten wrote to convey his intentions while Annie was performing in London. He had not missed one of Annie’s two daily performances. He confessed that she was the only girl he would ever love but was heartbroken to learn she already had a husband. The boy wrote Annie that he was going to travel to South America to keep from returning to the Wild West show while it was in London. He believed seeing Annie again would be more than he could bear.33

			Annie and Frank returned to the United States from Europe in early 1888. American newspaper editors sent journalists to the popular entertainer’s apartment across from Madison Square Garden to interview her about the extensive tour. “How did you like England?” a reporter with the World Magazine asked. “First rate indeed, except the climate,” she replied. “I am at present under a physician’s care, the result of sleeping beneath a tent among British fog and moisture. I did the same thing here without any bad effect for a couple of years previously. But then, you know, there is only one United States, and to me it is God’s own country.” Readers in the States were pleased to know that Annie hadn’t forgotten the congenial atmosphere in her homeland. She was missed, and fans came out in droves to watch her participate in shooting matches from Baltimore, Maryland, to Richmond, Virginia.34 
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					Phoebe Anne “Annie Oakley” Moses poses in front of her tent in a camp for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show while touring in Europe.

					The Denver Public Library, Western History Collection (NS-349)

				

			

			On Christmas Eve 1888, Annie made her acting debut in a play entitled Deadwood Dick, or The Sunbeam of the Sierras. The drama opened at the New Standard Theater in Philadelphia. Acting opposite a well-known troupe, cowboy stars, and Indian scouts, the play further solidified Annie’s mass appeal and prompted Buffalo Bill Cody to invite her to star in another European tour of the Wild West show. Annie and Frank happily agreed.35

			Annie was proud of her association with Cody’s company, and her relationship with the acclaimed showman offered publicity and prestige. More than fifteen thousand spectators were on hand at the inaugural ceremony held in Paris on May 18, 1889. The crowd erupted in cheers and applause when Annie rode into the arena, shooting glass balls from Tiffany and Company thrown into the air. The May 19, 1889, edition of the San Francisco Chronicle noted that “Miss Annie Oakley had quite a court of admirers.” She captured the hearts of Parisians in one exceptional shooting exhibition after another.36 

			Her fame extended to Barcelona, Spain, where the Wild West show traveled after the engagement in France. Then there were exhibitions in Italy and Germany. While in Bavaria, the Prince Regent of the country, Joseph William Louis Luitpold, became completely enchanted by Annie and requested a personal meeting with her. The Prince called on the sure shot at her tent and after inspecting the guns she used in her performances, challenged her to shoot a hole through the coins he tossed in the air. Annie made quick work of the assignment, but the blast spooked a horse in the show named Dynamite. Dynamite leapt out of his enclosure and raced toward Prince Luitpold. Annie pulled the man out of the path of the nervous animal, saving him from injury. The Prince was so grateful for her saving his life he presented her with a gold bracelet bearing the crown and monogram of the royal family with a diamond solitaire.37 
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					This 12-gauge Hambrusch shotgun was a gift from Buffalo Bill Cody to Annie. The silver plate on the butt stock reads, “Annie Oakley Little Missie from Col. Wm. F. Cody, London 1890.”

					Courtesy of the NRA National Firearms Museum

				

			

			Annie Oakley’s second European tour with Cody’s Wild West show concluded in October 1890, and the markswoman and her equally talented husband decided to return to England. The two wanted to spend time shooting game and relaxing in the countryside. Monarchs, aristocrats, and nobility from all parts of the world spent time with Mr. and Mrs. Butler. The November 19, 1890, edition of the Evening World reported that “all found Annie to be extremely interesting, and they couldn’t resist overwhelming her with attention.”38

			Frank and Annie were enjoying the extended stay in Europe. All was right with the world until late 1891, when a newspaper erroneously reported that Annie had been killed. “A dispatch from Buenos Aires announced the death of the champion female rifle shot of the world,” the January 1, 1891, edition of the Salt Lake Herald read. “She had been ill with congestion of the lungs. She was held in high esteem by all who had the privilege of seeing her perform in professional shooting matches and in the Wild West show named for the heroic Buffalo Bill Cody.”39

			Telegraphs and letters of condolence were sent to the Butlers’ residence in England and to Buffalo Bill Cody in North Platte, Nebraska. The public was saddened by the news and expressed their sorrow in correspondences to newspapers worldwide, but there was no truth in the report. According to the January 11, 1891, edition of the Baltimore Sun, “A private letter received contradicts the recently published story of the death of Miss Annie Oakley, the marvelous female rifle shot. She is alive and well in London.” Annie was moved by the expressions of sympathy over her alleged demise. She was quick to correct the false information that had spread so rapidly. It wouldn’t be the last time the world would be led to believe something about the champion woman wing shot that wasn’t true.40

			Annie, Frank, Indians, cowboys, “Mexican Ruralies,” Spanish gauchos, vaqueros, soldiers of all nations, and myriad other riders and performers, along with herds of buffalo and wild steer, joined Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West show for the 1893 season, which kicked off at the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago in April. More than eighteen thousand people crowded into the stands to see the popular show. Annie Oakley appeared first in the program lineup. Frank had choreographed several new stunts for his wife to do while shooting various targets. She amazed audiences by bending backward over a chair and firing at targets, leaping over a rack of guns, picking up a rifle, and shooting objects flung in the air. Annie had thirty-five costume changes during the show, and most of the costumes she had made by herself.41

			Between the exhibitions held around the country, Annie entertained at charity events, shooting targets from the back of her horse to help raise money for everything from starving children to permanent homes for the elderly and disenfranchised.42 On May 4, 1894, Annie and Buffalo Bill Cody, along with several Sioux braves from the Wild West show, raced across a rodeo-style arena in a mock battle. Annie was filmed doing the shooting feats that made her famous. The first scene showed her firing twenty-five shots in twenty-seven seconds with her Model 91 .22 caliber Marlin rifle. In another scene, she was shooting at objects tossed high into the sky.43 

			Between 1895 and 1900, Annie toured exclusively with the Wild West show, sharing the spotlight with marksmen such as Johnny Baker and Pawnee Bill. When she wasn’t working, she was at her home with her husband and their dogs in Nutley, New Jersey.44 Buffalo Bill Cody noted in his memoirs that no other act in his career as a showman was more beloved than Annie Oakley. In an autograph book she kept, Cody wrote, “To the loveliest and truest little woman, both in heart and aim in the world.”45 Shooting associations from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to Denver, Colorado, regarded her as a “genius who possessed the kindest heart.” It was common for associations to send bunches of roses tied with club ribbons to the sharpshooter’s tent after a show. Loyal followers of the phenomenal markswoman devoured newspaper and magazine articles that highlighted her activities outside her regular performances. When she wasn’t on the road, Frank graciously supplied information to publications about his wife’s accomplishment with a gun.46 

			According to a report in the January 1, 1897, edition of the Chanute Daily Tribune, Annie enjoyed quail hunting, and on an average outing “she could collect more than her share of the brown beauties.” In one day she killed twenty-eight birds. The Butlers kept some of the meat for themselves and gave some to friends and neighbors.47 

			After more than fifteen years with the Wild West show, Annie Oakley returned home to Darke County, Ohio. Twenty thousand people were on hand to welcome her back to Greenville. Her fame had reached them from the far places she had toured. The crowd chanted her name, and she regaled them with a sample of the talent she discovered and honed in the deep glen where she had been raised. Never had she heard such a roar from an audience in all her travels.48 

			A spokesman from the county presented Annie with a silver loving cup on behalf of the townspeople. She humbly accepted it and read the inscription aloud: “To Miss Annie Oakley, From Old Home Friends in Greenville, Ohio. July 25, 1900.” Annie’s words of thanks were drowned out by the cheers of the crowd. She reached out for Frank’s hand and, finding it, clasped it tightly in hers. She smiled at him and raised her hand in his high in the air. People around them broke loose with another storm of applause and threw their hats in the air with approval. She closed her eyes, and tears streamed down her cheeks.49

			When Annie opened her eyes after the train wreck, she was staring into Frank’s tormented face. She remembered the accident and being awakened out of a dead sleep with a pain like a knife in her back. “Are you all right?” Frank asked his wife. “I think so,” Annie replied. But she wasn’t all right. Annie couldn’t feel her legs, and she was terrified.50 
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