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INTRODUCTION

A FIRST OF SOMETHING IS ALWAYS SPECIAL. A FIRST CAN BE A MEMORAble experience like a first car, a first job, or maybe a first date. If you’re fortunate to become a parent, having a child is a special moment, but the first one is really special.

As a baseball fan, you remember your first game. We can recall the first time we walked in a ballpark or witnessed something special, especially if you shared those first moments with family.

One thing we know for sure: A first of something can only happen once. In baseball, for the players, a first game, first hit, or first home run will be forever etched in their memories. For a pitcher, a first team, first batter faced, first strikeout, first win, or first save will be a memorable experience.

There are many fascinating firsts littered throughout the glorious history of the Yankees. Derek Jeter was the first Yankee to get 3,000 hits, but what other first in Yankee history has his name on it? Babe Ruth was the first to hit a home run at the original Yankee Stadium, but what other first in Yankee history is he responsible for?

New York Yankees Firsts is sorted into four chapters: First Award Winners, Stadium Firsts, Postseason Firsts, and Other Notable Firsts.

First Award Winners goes deeper than just the MVP or Cy Young. Stadium Firsts encompasses the three versions of Yankee Stadium, along with Shea Stadium, where the Yankees played their home games in 1974 and 1975. Other Notable Firsts accounts for the unusual, record-setting, and memorable first events in Yankee franchise history.

Who was the first Yankee pitcher to throw an immaculate inning? Who was the first Yankee to win the World Series MVP Award without hitting a home run? Can you name the first Yankee to win the Home Run Derby?

There are many Yankee firsts for each of the three versions of Yankee Stadium, including, the first Yankee hit, first Yankee home run at Stadiums II and III, and the first Yankee winning pitcher.

Did you ever wonder who pitched the first no-hitter by a Yankee in the original Yankee Stadium, who was the first Yankee to hit for the cycle at Yankee Stadium II, or who was the first Yankee winning pitcher at the current Stadium?

New York Yankees Firsts has questions about Yankee firsts in postseason play, along with award winners.

Most fans, young and old, know that Don Larsen pitched a perfect game in the World Series, but who had the Yankees’ first hit in that game? A walkoff home run, much less a walkoff hit, doesn’t happen often in World Series play. The first Yankee to have a walkoff home run to win a World Series game had a very special moment because it had never been done before.

The first Yankee to win the American League Rookie of the Year Award can always say he was the first in that category. The first Yankee to win back-to-back American League Most Valuable Player awards may be one of the Yankees’ all-time greats; then again, he may not be.

New York Yankees Firsts will not only feature the all-time greats, but also the less heralded Yankees who played important roles in franchise history. For every Mariano Rivera and Mickey Mantle, there is a Ray Keating or Shane Spencer.

Whether you are a longtime devotee of the Bronx Bombers or a young fan just getting to know the men in pinstripes, this book will lead you on a journey through some great and not-so-great moments in New York Yankees history.





FIRST AWARD WINNERS

BASEBALL HAS A NUMBER OF PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS FOR BOTH PITCHERS and hitters. There haven’t been many, if any, awards that a Yankee has not won. Let’s see how well you know your Yankee first award winners.

Who was the first Yankee to win the American League Most Valuable Player Award? Bonus: Name the first Yankee second baseman to win the award.

In 1923, the immortal Babe Ruth was the first Yankee to win the American League’s Most Valuable Player Award.

Ruth’s numbers were typically off the charts in 1923. The Bambino had a slash line of .393/.545/.764 with 41 home runs, 130 RBIs, and 151 runs scored as the Yankees cruised to the American League pennant. Ruth also walked 170 times and finished with a 14.2 WAR.

Some of Ruth’s highlights during his 1923 MVP season included hitting the first home run to christen Yankee Stadium when it opened on April 18, and a late September game at Fenway Park in which he had five hits including a home run and drove in three to lead the Yankees to a 24–4 win over the Boston Red Sox.

Ruth came to the Yankees from the Red Sox in a controversial transaction. Red Sox owner Harry Frazee needed money and sold Ruth’s contract to Yankees owner Jacob Ruppert for $100,000.

Ruth played 15 of his 22 major-league seasons with the Yankees. The “Sultan of Swat” hit 714 career home runs, a record that stood until 1974 when it was broken by Hall of Famer Hank Aaron.
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In 1927, Ruth became the first player in major-league history to hit 60 home runs. The Babe reached the milestone on September 30 against the Washington Senators at Yankee Stadium.

In the bottom of the eighth inning, the game was tied at 2 and Ruth faced Senators pitcher Tom Zachary. Before a reported crowd of 8,000 fans, the Bambino hit a 1-1 pitch into the right field seats for the milestone home run.

Ruth still holds Major League Baseball’s all-time career records with a .690 slugging percentage, a 1.164 OPS, and 206 OPS+.

The Yankees retired Ruth’s #3 in 1948. In 1949, the Yankees honored their all-time great with a monument in center field to join the ones already there for Miller Huggins and Lou Gehrig.

In 1942, Hall of Famer Joe Gordon became the first Yankee second baseman to win the AL MVP Award. Gordon hit .322 with 18 home runs and 103 runs batted in to beat out Boston’s Ted Williams, who had a Triple Crown season with a .356 average, 36 home runs, and 137 RBIs. The Yankees finished nine games ahead of the Red Sox in the standings.

The Sacramento, California, native signed with the Yankees in 1936 and reported to the Oakland Oaks of the Pacific Coast League, where he hit .300 in 143 games.

In 1937, Gordon reported to spring training with the Yankees in St. Petersburg. Tony Lazzeri, the incumbent second baseman, knew the Yankees were grooming Gordon to take his place. Nonetheless, the classy Hall of Famer did his best to help the youngster. Lazzeri was released after the 1937 season and Gordon became the starting second baseman in 1938.

Gordon consistently put up good numbers with the Yankees that culminated with his MVP season of 1942. He played seven of his 11 major-league seasons with the Yankees from 1938 to 1945. He was a six-time All-Star with the Yankees and won four World Series championships.

In his first season, Gordon hit 25 home runs and had 97 RBIs. One of Gordon’s highlights in his first season was a two-run, inside the park home run on June 20 against the St. Louis Browns at Sportsman’s Park. In a game at Detroit’s Briggs Stadium in August, Gordon hit a two-run home run in the top of the 11th inning as the Yankees beat the Tigers, 10–7.

The 23-year-old rookie shined in his first World Series appearance. In the four-game sweep of the Chicago Cubs, Gordon batted .400 with a home run and six runs batted in.

Gordon was even better in his sophomore season of 1939. The Yankees’ second baseman raised his batting average from .255 in 1938 to .284 in 1939. He hit 28 home runs and had 111 RBIs, his best total as a Yankee, and was named an All-Star for the first time.

In the 1941 World Series win against the Brooklyn Dodgers, Gordon hit .500 in the five-game series with a home run and seven runs batted in. He also had seven walks and did not strike out in 14 at-bats.

In the fateful ninth inning of Game 4, Gordon’s two-run double gave the Yankees a 7–4 cushion. Gordon may never have come to bat, if not for Dodgers catcher Mickey Owen’s famous gaffe.

With two out and no one on, Tommy Henrich appeared to strike out swinging to end the game, but Owen missed the ball and the Yankees right fielder was allowed to reach to keep the game alive. After the Yankees, took the lead, Gordon’s clutch hit later in the inning made it a three-run margin, and the Yankees went on to win Game 4 and the Series in five.

After the 1941 season, the United States entered World War II and many players were pressed into military service.

Gordon had a tough time in the 1942 World Series loss to the St. Louis Cardinals. The Yankee second baseman hit .095 as the Yankees lost in five games. The Yankees rebounded to beat the Cardinals in the 1943 World Series. Gordon had at least one hit in each of the first four games.

Gordon missed the 1944 and 1945 seasons due to military service, but he returned to the Yankees in 1946 and his numbers took a drastic turn downward.

In 1946, Gordon had a rough start to the season as he suffered a hand injury in spring training that required surgery. A torn leg muscle and a fractured hand really limited Gordon’s production as he batted a career low .210. After the season, the Yankees traded Gordon to the Cleveland Indians in exchange for pitcher Allie Reynolds. The trade worked out well for both teams.

In 1948, Gordon hit 32 home runs and had a career-high 124 RBIs to help Cleveland win the World Series. Reynolds helped the Yankees win six World Series championships.

The Yankees have had nine Rookie of the Year Award winners in their history. Who was the first Yankee to be named Rookie of the Year?

In 1951, infielder Gil McDougald became the first Yankee to win the Rookie of the Year Award. The 22-year-old posted a slash line of .306/.396/.488 with an OPS of .884, all top-10 numbers in the American League. His batting average led the Yankees, and he became a key member of the team that won their third consecutive World Series championship.

McDougald played his entire 10-year career with the Yankees. The San Francisco native played on eight American League pennant winners and five world championship teams in New York and was a six-time All-Star.

McDougald was invited to spring training in 1951 and impressed Yankee manager Casey Stengel with his versatility. There was some question about McDougald’s batting stance, which was unorthodox, but effective. Stengel told the New York Times, “There ain’t anything wrong with the way he swings it.”

In the first nine games of the 1951 season, McDougald got only one at-bat. The Yankees already had Jerry Coleman at second base and Bobby Brown at third base. The Korean War was on so some of the players were subject to military service. Second baseman Billy Martin was drafted, but he was discharged and was returning to the team, fueling speculation that McDougald would be sent down to the Yankees’ Triple-A affiliate in Kansas City. Stengel stuck with his young infielder, and the loyalty began to pay off because McDougald started to justify his manager’s faith in him.

McDougald was the starting third baseman in 1952 and made the All-Star team for the first time. He appeared in 152 games, mostly at third, and his numbers dropped off from his first season, but he helped the Yankees to their fourth consecutive World Series championship. In Game 7 of the 1952 World Series, McDougald had two hits and scored a run in the Yanks’ win over the Brooklyn Dodgers at Ebbets Field.

McDougald experienced two traumatic incidents that, in all likelihood, cut short his career.

In 1955, McDougald was struck by a batted ball during batting practice just behind his left ear off the bat off Bob Cerv. McDougald was initially diagnosed with a concussion, but he began to lose hearing in his left ear. Later on, he lost his hearing in the right ear as well (40 years later, McDougald had a revolutionary cochlear implant that restored some of his hearing).

Two years later, McDougald’s career nearly came to an end. On May 7, 1957, the Yankees were playing the Cleveland Indians at Cleveland Stadium. In the top of the first inning, McDougald hit a line drive that struck Indians starting pitcher Herb Score in his right eye. The ball bounded to Indians third baseman Al Smith, who threw to first for the out. McDougald was so distraught, he never ran all the way to first.

Score’s face was bloodied, and he was eventually transported to a local hospital with numerous facial fractures. There was some concern that Score might lose the sight in his eye. After the game, McDougald was quoted as saying, “If Herb loses the sight in his eye, I am going to quit the game.”

Score, who was the 1955 American League Rookie of the Year and a promising 24-year-old pitcher on the rise, was really never the same after the incident. According to multiple reports, Score’s mother phoned McDougald to assure him that the family did not blame him and that he should continue playing.

The accident haunted McDougald for the remainder of his career because he never stopped blaming himself. “I guess I didn’t pray hard enough,” McDougald, a devout Catholic, would say after he learned that Score was sent back to the minors in 1961 when he was attempting to resurrect his career with the Chicago White Sox.

McDougald continued playing as the Yankees’ starting shortstop in 1957, but he was being pushed by a highly regarded prospect named Tony Kubek. The 22-year-old Kubek played most of his games in the outfield and won the 1957 American League Rookie of the Year Award, but he was being pegged to take over at shortstop in 1958.

McDougald moved to second base in 1958, but Bobby Richardson was the heir apparent and became the starter in 1959. McDougald saw the writing on the wall as the Yankees were transitioning to a younger infield.

Despite his diminishing role, McDougald continued to make subtle contributions as the Yankees continued to win with him in the lineup.

After the Yankees lost the 1957 World Series in seven games to the Milwaukee Braves, McDougald played a big role in the rematch in 1958. Yankee pitcher Bob Turley was named the Series MVP but it easily could have gone to McDougald.

The Yankees trailed the Series three games to two with Games 6 and 7 scheduled for Milwaukee. With Game 6 tied at 2 in the top of the 10th, McDougald led off with a home run off of Braves pitcher and Hall of Famer Warren Spahn to give the Yankees a 3–2 lead. The Yankees added a run and won the game, 4–3 in 10 innings, to force Game 7.

In Game 7, McDougald had two more hits but he was also superb in the field. McDougald handled nine chances (three putouts, six assists, one double play) flawlessly at second base to back Turley’s relief effort (one run in 6.2 IP), as the Yankees became the second team and the first American League club to rally from a three games to one deficit to win the Series.

In McDougald’s final season of 1960, his opportunities lessened even further as he played in a career-low 119 games and had a career low of 337 at-bats.

McDougald appeared in six of the seven World Series games against the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1960. In Game 7, McDougald entered the game in the ninth inning as a pinch-runner and scored the tying run on Yogi Berra’s groundout. Bill Mazeroski’s famous home run ended the game in the bottom of the ninth in what turned out to be McDougald’s final game.

Baseball was expanding in 1961 and McDougald was left off the Yankees’ protected list for the upcoming expansion draft. McDougald was not chosen by either the New York Mets or the Houston Colt .45s, and he decided to retire in December 1960. McDougald said he had his mind made up during the World Series, and that being left unprotected was not the reason that he decided to retire.

Three Yankees have won back-to-back Most Valuable Player awards. Who was the first Yankee to be a back-to-back winner?

In 1954 and 1955, Hall of Famer Yogi Berra was voted the American League’s Most Valuable Player, making him the first Yankee to win the prestigious award in back-to-back seasons. Berra had previously won the award in 1951.

Berra caught 149 games in 1954 and produced a slash line of .307/.367/.488, with an OPS of .855, 22 home runs, and a career-high 125 RBIs. The Yankees finished in second place, three games behind the Cleveland Indians, but Berra still copped the award in a close vote over Hall of Famer and Cleveland Indians outfielder Larry Doby.

Berra’s overall numbers dipped slightly in 1955 (.272/.349/.470, OPS .819), but he edged out Hall of Famer and Detroit Tigers outfielder Al Kaline in the voting.

Berra is the greatest catcher in franchise history and is widely regarded to be the second-best catcher in baseball history, behind Hall of Famer Johnny Bench. Berra could always hit, but, in his early years, he had to work on his defense behind the plate and eventually put it all together to become a leader on the field.

The St. Louis native played 18 seasons with the Yankees and played in a record 14 World Series while winning a record 10 world championships. Berra was an 18-time All-Star, and, to this day, he still holds a number of World Series records including most games (75), most hits (71), and most wins with 10.
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Berra signed with the Yankees, who assigned him to Norfolk in the Piedmont League for the 1943 season. After serving two years in World War II, where he saw action at Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944, Berra was assigned to the Newark Bears, the Yankees’ Triple-A affiliate in the International League.

Berra was a September callup and made his major-league debut on September 22, 1946, against the Philadelphia Athletics in the first game of a doubleheader at Yankee Stadium. In his second major-league at-bat, Berra hit his first major-league home run, a two-run shot off of Athletics pitcher Jason Flores in the fourth inning.

Berra’s career really took off when the Yankees hired manager Casey Stengel in 1949. Berra was taking criticism in his first few years, not only for his defensive play, but, at 5'7" and 185 pounds, he wasn’t exactly an athletic-looking player. Berra also had what was described as an awkward-looking swing and he would swing at balls out of the zone, but Stengel would not be deterred. It was not a coincidence that Berra’s emergence as a star catcher combined with Stengel’s hiring coincided with an unprecedented five straight World Series titles.

Berra had established himself as a clutch hitter, but he really broke out in the 1953 World Series win over the Brooklyn Dodgers. Berra batted .429/.538/.619 for an OPS of 1.158 with a home run and four runs batted in.

In the seventh and deciding game of the 1956 World Series against the Dodgers at Ebbets Field, Berra hit two home runs off of Brooklyn pitcher Don Newcombe to power a 9–0 win. Berra had three home runs and 10 runs batted in during the seven games. Obviously, winning the Series was most important to the greatest winner in baseball history, but he always felt the highlight for him was catching Don Larsen’s perfect game in Game 5 at Yankee Stadium.

In the latter years of his career, Berra began to see more time in the outfield. In those years, there was no designated hitter rule and Elston Howard had taken over the starting catcher’s job, so in order to keep an aging Berra in the lineup, he played in the outfield.

After the Yankees lost the 1963 World Series to the Los Angeles Dodgers, Berra retired as a player and was named the manager for the 1964 season when the previous manager, Ralph Houk, moved up to the front office as the general manager.

Berra led the Yankees to the 1964 World Series, where they lost to the St. Louis Cardinals in seven games. Berra’s fate had already been decided by management before the World Series began, and the Yankees fired him after the loss. Houk later admitted that the decision had been made in August.

Berra went on to join the New York Mets as a coach in 1965. He also played in four more games, catching in two of them as a 40-year-old, and was in uniform when the Mets won the World Series in 1969 (and in 1973 when he managed the team to the National League pennant).

Berra’s success labeled him a good-luck charm. He returned to the Yankees as a coach in 1976, and they went on to win three straight American League pennants and two world championships.

Berra returned for a second stint as Yankee manager in 1984 and was fired by owner George Steinbrenner only 16 games into the 1985 season. Berra felt so insulted that Steinbrenner sent a member of his staff to give him the news, instead of telling him face-to-face, that he was estranged from the Yankees until 1999. Steinbrenner, who admitted later on that firing Berra was one of his worst mistakes, apologized and made amends with Yogi.

The Yankees held a Yogi Berra Day on July 18, 1999 and invited Don Larsen to be one of the guests, asking him to throw out the ceremonial first pitch to Berra so that they would re-create the final pitch of the perfect game. It was also the day that David Cone pitched a perfect game against the Montreal Expos.

Berra became well known for his malapropisms, or “Yogisms.” Some of his tautologies somehow made sense. Quotes like, “It ain’t over ’til it’s over,” and “It’s getting late, early,” have made their way into the American lexicon.

Berra was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1972 and his #8 was retired (also for Bill Dickey) on July 22, 1972.

Mickey Mantle was the Yankees’ second back-to-back winner in 1956 and 1957.

In 1956, Mantle won the Triple Crown by leading the league in batting average (.353), home runs (52), and runs batted in (130). The switch-hitter beat out Ted Williams for the award in 1957, despite the Boston Hall of Famer leading the American League with a .388 batting average, along with a .526 on-base percentage and a .731 slugging percentage for an OPS of 1.257.

Roger Maris was the third Yankee who won back-to-back MVP awards, in 1960 and 1961.

Who am I? I was the first Yankee manager to be a two-time winner of the Manager of the Year Award. Bonus: Name the only other Yankee manager to win the award.

Hall of Fame manager Joe Torre was the first Yankee manager to be a two-time winner of the Manager of the Year Award.

Torre won the award in 1996 when he led the Yankees to their first American League Eastern Division title in 15 years, and 1998, when the Yankees set an American League record (since broken) with 114 regular-season wins. In both years, the Yankees went on to win the World Series.

Torre is a baseball lifer who had an outstanding playing career and a Hall of Fame managerial career. He’s the only person to have 2,000 hits as a player and 2,000 wins as a manager. Most of that Hall of Fame managerial resumé was a result of his success with the Yankees, where he managed for 12 years from 1996 to 2007 and never missed the playoffs.

After three previous stints as a manager with the New York Mets, Atlanta Braves, and St. Louis Cardinals, Torre was hired by Yankee owner George Steinbrenner following the 1995 season. The Yankees had just been eliminated in a heartbreaking five-game series against the Seattle Mariners, so Steinbrenner fired manager Buck Showalter and replaced him with Torre. Many felt Showalter should not have been fired, so the hire was met with some controversy including a famous headline that adorned the back page of the New York Daily News, “Clueless Joe.”

Torre dispelled any doubts as he led the Yankees to their first World Series championship in 18 years. The Yankees won the division and then, after not having a playoff win as a manager, Torre beat the Texas Rangers and Baltimore Orioles to reach the World Series for the first time in his baseball career.
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In the 1996 World Series against Torre’s former team, the Atlanta Braves, the Yankees lost the first two games at Yankee Stadium but rebounded to win the next four and claim the championship.

In 1997, the Yankees were eliminated by the Cleveland Indians in five games in the American League Divisional Series, but they rebounded in 1998 at a record-setting pace. Winning a record 114 games set the Yankees up as the heavy favorites to win the World Series. After sweeping the Texas Rangers in the divisional series, the Yankees found themselves trailing the Indians two games to one in the American League Championship Series, but they rallied to win in six games. The Yankees went on to win their second World Series in three seasons as they swept the National League champion San Diego Padres in four straight.

The Yankees repeated in 1999 and capped it off by beating the Braves for a second time in four seasons. This time, the Yankees swept the Braves in four straight, but it wasn’t an easy season for Torre, who was diagnosed with prostate cancer before the season began and missed the first 36 games. Bench coach Don Zimmer served as the interim manager (21-15) before Torre returned on May 18 in the first of a three-game series against the Red Sox at Fenway Park. The classy Boston fans gave the Yankee manager a two-minute standing ovation when he came out to exchange the lineup card.

In 2000, Torre would win a third straight American League pennant and face another one of his old teams in the World Series, but this time it was the crosstown New York Mets. The first “Subway Series” in 44 years would pit the Yankees against the Mets, but with an impetuous owner who did not like losing to the Mets, there was enormous pressure on Torre and the team.

The Yankees beat the Mets in five games to win their third straight World Series, and fourth in the last five seasons. Torre would take the Yankees to two more World Series appearances, but they would lose to the Arizona Diamondbacks and Florida Marlins in 2001 and 2003, respectively. The Yankees would also make the playoffs in each of Torre’s final four seasons as the manager, but they would come up short each time.

Torre’s 1,173 wins with the Yankees is second in franchise history behind Joe McCarthy’s 1,460. Torre won 10 division titles, six American League pennants, and is second to McCarthy and Casey Stengel with four World Series championships.

On July 27, 2014, Torre was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame as a manager. A little less than a month later, the Yankees retired Torre’s #6 on Joe Torre Day.

The only other Yankee manager to win the award was Buck Show-alter in 1994.

Showalter managed in the Yankees farm system in the late 1980s. He was promoted to the Yankees as a coach in 1990 and 1991 and then was named manager in 1992.

In Showalter’s first season, the Yankees finished under .500. It was the fourth straight season that the Yankees posted a losing record, but that streak ended in 1993 when the Yankees won 88 games under Showalter.

In 1994, Showalter had the Yankees in first place in the American League East in August, but the baseball strike ended any hopes of making a postseason run.

Five Yankees have won a Silver Slugger and Gold Glove Award in the same season. Who was the first Yankee to win both awards in the same year?

One of the most accomplished athletes to ever wear the Yankee pinstripes, Hall of Famer Dave Winfield became the first Yankee to win the Silver Slugger and Gold Glove Award in the same season in 1982. During parts of nine seasons with the Yankees, Winfield won five Silver Sluggers and five Gold Glove awards.

Winfield grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota, and was a two-sport (baseball and basketball) star at St. Paul Central High School. After being drafted as a 17-year-old by the Baltimore Orioles in the 40th round of the 1969 MLB June Amateur Draft, Winfield did not sign and made a decision to attend the University of Minnesota on a half baseball scholarship.

In his junior and senior seasons, Winfield played for the basketball team on a full scholarship. Following his senior season, Winfield was chosen by four different teams in four different leagues in three sports. The Atlanta Hawks chose Winfield in the fifth round of the National Basketball Association Draft while the Utah Stars selected him with their fourth round pick of the American Basketball Association Draft. Winfield’s hometown Minnesota Vikings also chose him in the 17th round of the NFL Draft. Winfield ended up signing with the San Diego Padres, who made him the fourth overall pick of the 1973 MLB June Amateur Draft.

The 6'6" Winfield played eight seasons in San Diego and was a four-time All-Star, but the Padres had only one winning season. After the 1980 season, Winfield became a free agent and signed what was then a record 10-year, $123 million contract to join the Yankees for the 1981 season.

Winfield played parts of nine seasons with the Yankees and made eight All-Star teams, but he was at odds with Yankee owner George Steinbrenner over a contract dispute. A compromise was reached, but Winfield continued to play under a cloud of controversy.

Winfield had a pretty good first season with the Yankees in 1981, posting a slash line of .294/.360/.464 with an OPS of .824, despite a strike-shortened season that limited him to 105 games played.

The Yankees beat the Milwaukee Brewers in five games in the 1981 American League Division Series. Winfield slashed .350/.381/.550 with an OPS of .931, but he had a tough time for the rest of his first postseason, including the six-game loss to the Los Angeles Dodgers in the 1981 World Series.

The 29-year-old Winfield was 1-for-22 in the Series, which did not sit well with the owner. Steinbrenner signed Winfield to be the heir apparent to 35-year-old Reggie Jackson, who was an impending free agent and was injured during the Series and only played in three games. What irked Steinbrenner even more was when Winfield finally got a hit in the fifth game to snap a 0-for-16 skid, he sarcastically asked for the ball. The Yankees would have only one losing record during Winfield’s tenure, but 1981 would be the only time that the talented outfielder would play in the postseason.

In 1984, Winfield and teammate Don Mattingly were locked in a tight battle for the American League batting title. The Yankees were out of the race for the division title, so the pursuit of the batting title became the focus of the media and the fans down the stretch. It turned into a bitter pursuit for Winfield because some teammates and Yankee brass were openly rooting for Mattingly. Winfield led Mattingly on the final day by two percentage points (.341 to .339), but he went 1-for-4 to finish at .340 while the Yankee first baseman had four hits to end up at .343.

After Mattingly singled in his final at-bat in the eighth inning, he was forced out at second on Winfield’s grounder to third. Scott Bradley pinch-ran for Winfield, so he was able to leave the field with Mattingly in a show of support for each other, as the fans gave them both a standing ovation. Winfield was upset with the unfair treatment he had received during the season and was not available after the game.

In the next few years, Steinbrenner tried to trade Winfield, but his contract featured a no-trade clause for the first five years so he had veto power over any potential deal. In 1987, Steinbrenner tried to send Winfield to the Detroit Tigers for outfielder Kirk Gibson, but by that time, the Yankee outfielder had a right to veto because he had accumulated 10 years in the majors and had five with the same team.

Despite the distractions, Winfield continued to play well. In 1988, he batted .322 with 25 home runs and 107 runs batted in, while finishing fourth in the voting for the American League’s Most Valuable Player Award.

Winfield missed the entire 1989 season due to a herniated disc in his back. He returned to start the 1990 season but got off to a slow start. In May, the Yankees traded Winfield to the California Angels for pitcher Mike Witt, but he refused the deal claiming the right to veto because of the 10 and 5 rule. The Angels stepped in and offered a three-year contract extension and Winfield accepted the trade, ending a tumultuous time in New York.

Winfield retired in 1996 and was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2001.

The other four Yankees who won Silver Slugger and Gold Glove awards in the same season include Mattingly, Wade Boggs, Derek Jeter, and Robinson Canó.

Name the first Yankee to win the All-Star MVP award.

Hall of Famer Derek Jeter was the first Yankee to win the All-Star Most Valuable Player Award.

Jeter went 3-for-3 with two runs batted in and a run scored in the American League’s 6–3 win over the National League in the 2000 All-Star Game at Atlanta’s Turner Field. The game also marked the first time that Jeter started the game.

Among his many accomplishments, Jeter was a 14-time All-Star and always played well in the All-Star Game.

In the 2001 game at Seattle’s Safeco Field, Jeter hit his first All-Star home run. The Yankee shortstop led off the sixth inning with a solo shot on a 3-0 pitch from Chicago Cubs pitcher Jon Lieber.

In 2004, at Houston’s Minute Maid Park, Jeter had his second three-hit game in an All-Star Game. Ironically, Jeter lost out on a second All-Star MVP Award to his former teammate, Alfonso Soriano (two hits, HR, three RBI), who had been traded to Texas in the previous offseason for Alex Rodriguez.

Jeter played in his final All-Star Game in 2014 at Minnesota’s Target Field and went 2-for-2. Jeter had announced that 2014 was going to be his last season, so the crowd of 41,886 roared and his fellow All-Stars applauded when he was introduced as the leadoff batter in the American League lineup.

The first batter of the game was Pittsburgh Pirates center fielder Andrew McCutchen, and he lined one toward the middle that Jeter dove for, got up, and threw a little late to first. McCutchen respectfully smiled as Jeter nearly made a tremendous defensive play to start the game.

When he came to bat in the bottom of the first, the familiar voice of the late Bob Sheppard’s recorded introduction that featured his melodic “number two” played at Target Field. Jeter tipped his hat to the crowd who were giving him a standing ovation.
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In the top of the fourth, Jeter came out to his position to be saluted by the crowd one more time. He left the field before the inning began, hugged his replacement at shortstop, Alexei Ramírez of the Chicago White Sox, and headed toward the dugout as the crowd again came to their feet. The game was paused for a few moments as Jeter was being congratulated and getting hugs from his AL All-Star teammates and coaches, and finally, there was a curtain call before the game resumed.

From the “flip play” in the 2001 American League Division Series to his walkoff home run to end Game 4 of the 2001 World Series, Jeter has provided numerous highlights and thrills throughout the 20 years that he played for the Yankees.

In 1996, Jeter was the American League’s Rookie of the Year. He was a 14-time All-Star, five-time Gold Glove winner, and five-time Silver Slugger Award winner. Jeter is the Yankees’ all-time leader in games played (2,747), hits (3,465), and stolen bases (358).

On July 9, 2011, at Yankee Stadium, Jeter became the first Yankee to reach 3,000 hits when he homered off of Tampa Bay pitcher David Price in the third inning. Jeter went 5-for-5 in that game and his final hit, an RBI single in the eighth inning, drove in what proved to be the winning run in a 5–4 win against the Rays.

In his final home game on September 25, 2014, Jeter hit a walkoff RBI single in the bottom of the ninth to give the Yankees a 6–5 win. It was also Jeter’s final game at shortstop.

Jeter played two more games against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park as a designated hitter. In his final at-bat, Jeter had an infield single that drove in a run. Brian McCann pinch-ran for Jeter, who got a huge ovation from the respectful Red Sox fans as he left the field for the final time.

Hall of Fame closer Mariano Rivera and Giancarlo Stanton are the only other Yankees to win the award. Rivera was named All-Star MVP in the 2013 game at Citi Field. Stanton hit a mammoth home run in the 2022 All-Star Game at Dodger Stadium and was named the MVP.

Rivera is deemed the greatest closer in the history of baseball. The native of Panama holds the major-league record with 652 saves and was a 13-time All-Star and five-time World Series champion.

Rivera was at his best in the postseason. The Hall of Famer pitched in 96 postseason games and recorded 42 saves with an ERA of 0.70.

Who was the first Yankee catcher to win a Gold Glove Award?

In 1963, Elston Howard became the first Yankee catcher to win the Gold Glove Award. More importantly, the classy Howard was the first African-American player to don a Yankee uniform.

As a 19-year-old, Howard played outfield and first base with the famed Kansas City Monarchs of the Negro American League in 1948. Hall of Famer Buck O’Neil, who was Howard’s manager, tipped off Yankee scout Tom Greenwade (who was famous for signing Mickey Mantle) about his young phenom.

The Yankees signed Howard and assigned him to the Class A affiliate at Muskegon, Michigan. Howard had a solid season, but he would spend the next two years in the military and two more years in the minors before the Yankees would promote him.

Howard made his major-league debut in April 1955 and was accepted by the players from the start. Yogi Berra and Phil Rizzuto invited the 26-year-old rookie to dine and socialize with the team.

Hank Bauer, an ex-Marine, took Howard under his wing and deflected some of the ignorant and racist remarks that were being directed toward the young player from the stands. Bauer would be the first to answer those remarks in his own way. When he was asked why he was sticking up for his teammate, Bauer made it a point to say it was because Howard was his friend.

In his first few seasons, Howard was not a regular player. Yogi Berra, who was in his prime, was the starting catcher and the outfield spots were taken by Bauer, Mickey Mantle, and Irv Noren. Some felt manager Casey Stengel was shunning Howard because he was Black. It didn’t help that Stengel made racially insensitive remarks to Howard in front of the team.

In the 1955 World Series against the Brooklyn Dodgers, Howard hit a home run in his first World Series at-bat. Unfortunately, he also made the final out of that series.

The next season, Stengel started Enos Slaughter in the first six games of the World Series against the Dodgers, but he played a hunch and started Howard in Game 7 at Ebbets Field. It was Howard’s only appearance in the Series, and he probably won some points with Stengel. Howard had two big hits, including a solo home run to lead off the fourth inning against Dodgers pitcher Don Newcombe, as the Yanks captured the Series.
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Howard started to get more playing time in 1957 and was named by Stengel, who was the American League manager, to his first All-Star team.

Howard’s skills were on full display in the 1958 World Series. The Yankees were trailing the Milwaukee Braves, three games to one. In Game 5 at Yankee Stadium, the Yankees led the Braves 1–0 in the sixth inning, but Milwaukee had the tying run on first with no one out. Milwaukee’s Red Schoendienst hit a sinking liner to left field. Howard dove forward and made a great play to catch the ball. He then got up and threw to first to double up the Braves’ Bill Bruton in what many called a turning point in the Series. The Yankees won Games 5 and 6 and for the second straight year, the clubs were headed to a seventh game.

The game was tied at 2 in the top of the eighth, when Howard singled to score Berra with the go-ahead run as the Yankees went on to win the game and the Series. Howard’s performance earned him the New York Baseball Writers Chapter’s Babe Ruth Award as the outstanding player in the Series.

From 1957 to 1965, Howard made the All-Star team every year and played in 12 All-Star Games. (From 1959 to 1962, there were two All-Star Games played in each season.)

After the Yankees lost to the Pittsburgh Pirates in the 1960 World Series, manager Casey Stengel was fired and replaced by Ralph Houk. With the new manager on board for the 1961 season, Howard caught 111 games, while Houk began using Berra a little more in left field.

The native of St. Louis, Missouri, had a great year in 1961 but was overshadowed by Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle’s pursuit of Babe Ruth’s 60-home-run mark. Howard’s slash line was a career-best .348/.387/.549 with an OPS of .936. Howard had 21 home runs with 77 RBI while he finished 10th in the MVP voting.

After the 1961 season, the Yankees were being pressured to segregate, so they changed their spring training home from St. Petersburg to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, for the 1962 season. The team’s headquarters hotel in St. Pete would not house African-American players, so the decision was made to leave after 31 years.

In 1962, Howard compiled a career-high 91 runs batted in. That included the greatest single game in Howard’s career. On August 19, 1962, Howard had four hits, four runs scored, two home runs, and a career-high eight runs batted in as the Yankees smashed the Kansas City Athletics, 21–7, at Municipal Stadium.

In 1963, Howard became the first African-American player to win the American League’s Most Valuable Player Award. The Yankee catcher batted .287 with a career-high 28 home runs while winning his first of two Gold Glove awards. Howard garnered 15 of 20 first-place votes to beat out Detroit Tigers outfielder Al Kaline.

Howard was the only Yankee who did anything in the 1963 World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers’ formidable pitching led by Hall of Famers Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale. In the four-game loss, Howard had a team-leading five hits and drove in one of the four runs that the Yankees scored all series.

Howard had one more big season in 1964 when he hit .313 with 15 home runs and 84 RBIs. During the offseason, the Yankees made a managerial change after they lost the 1964 World Series to the St. Louis Cardinals. Johnny Keane, who was the Cardinals manager, replaced Yogi Berra as the manager.

In the first spring training under Keane, Howard injured his elbow and didn’t return until mid-June. Howard’s numbers steadily declined in 1965, 1966, and 1967.

On August 3, 1967, the Yankees traded the 38-year-old Howard to the rival Boston Red Sox for a player to be named later that turned out to be pitcher Ron Klimkowski. Howard helped Boston win the American League pennant and retired after the 1968 season.

Howard returned to the Yankees as a first base coach from 1969 to 1979. His #32 was retired by the Yankees in 1984.

A number of Yankees have won the American League Pitcher of the Month Award since its inception in 1979. Who was the first Yankee pitcher to be named AL Pitcher of the Month?

Tommy John was the first Yankee pitcher to be named AL Pitcher of the Month.

John captured the award in April 1979 at the age of 36 when he posted a 4-0 record with a 1.12 ERA in five starts. John got off to a 9-0 start and finished with a sparkling 21-9 record and a 2.96 ERA. He finished second in the American League Cy Young Award voting to Baltimore Orioles pitcher Mike Flanagan, who won 23 games with a 3.08 ERA.

John is famous for being the first to undergo a revolutionary proce dure that saved his baseball career and became known as “Tommy John surgery.”

In 1974, the 31-year-old John, who was with the Dodgers, was in his 12th season and was 13-3 in mid-July when he hurt a ligament in his throwing elbow. His career seemed to be over until Dr. Frank Jobe performed an operation and replaced the ligament with a tendon from John’s right forearm.

John missed all of the 1975 season and returned to the mound in April 1976 and made 31 starts. The crafty left-hander won 20 games in 1977 and pitched against the Yankees in the 1977 and 1978 World Series.

After the 1978 season, the 36-year-old John signed with the Yankees as a free agent for the first of two stints. In his first two seasons with the Yankees in 1979 and 1980, John made 73 starts and was a combined 43-18.

John did not blow away hitters with a 95-mph fastball, but he had good stuff and was able to use his experience and guile to get hitters out over a 26-year major-league career.

A near tragedy in August 1981 put the Yankee pitcher into the headlines. John’s two-year-old son, Travis, fell out of a window and plummeted three stories and was in a coma for about two weeks. John received an enormous amount of support from all around the country, including a get well card to Travis from President Ronald Reagan.

The Yankees gave John permission to be with his son, so he only pitched in home games for a short time. Travis recovered and John resumed his normal routine with the Yankees.

In the 1981 World Series, the Yankees faced John’s former team, the Dodgers. The left-hander started Game 2 and pitched seven shutout innings against his former team as the Yankees took a 2–0 series lead.

The Yankees lost the next three, but they had John on the mound for Game 6 at Yankee Stadium. He pitched one-run ball over the first four innings, but in a controversial move, Yankee manager Bob Lemon pinch-hit for John in the bottom of the fourth with the game tied at 1.

There were runners on first and second with two out, so Lemon went to Bobby Murcer who flied out to end the inning. The Dodgers went on to score seven runs over the next two innings against an ineffective Yankee bullpen to put the game and the Series away. Lemon was widely criticized for taking John out so early in a tie game.

John was 39 years old when he had an up and down season in 1982. By the end of August, John was 10-10 with a 3.66 ERA, but he was also involved in a contract dispute with the Yankees. At the trade deadline on August 31, the Yankees traded John to the California Angels in exchange for 23-year-old, 6'7" left-handed pitcher Dennis Rasmussen.

After parts of four seasons with the Angels and a half season with the Oakland Athletics in 1985, John was unsigned for the 1986 season. Believing he could still pitch at the age of 43, John went to spring training with the Yankees but did not make the team. Injuries plagued the Yankee rotation so John was signed in May, but the veteran missed two months due to an Achilles tendon injury.

When he returned in August, John put together back-to-back outings of shutout ball, totaling 15 innings. In early September, John injured his left thumb in a fall and was done for the season. John would go on to pitch in three more seasons for the Yankees.

In his final major-league season of 1989, the 45-year-old John was the Yankees’ Opening Day starter against the Minnesota Twins and reigning American League Cy Young Award winner Frank Viola at the Metro-dome. John outpitched Viola as he gave up two runs in seven innings in a 4–2 win. John had one more solid outing but struggled mightily in May and was released by the Yankees at the end of the month.

Ron Guidry won the American League Player of the Month Award in June and September 1978. There was no AL Pitcher of the Month Award in existence yet.

Name the first Yankee second baseman to win the Gold Glove Award.

In 1961, Bobby Richardson became the first Yankee second baseman to win a Gold Glove Award. For five straight seasons, from 1961 to 1965, Richardson was deemed the best-fielding second baseman in the American League.

Richardson played parts of 12 seasons with the Yankees from 1955 to 1966 and established himself as one of the best second basemen in franchise history. Besides being a five-time Gold Glove winner, Richardson was an eight-time All-Star and played in seven World Series, winning three.

Richardson made his professional debut as a 17-year-old in 1953. Two years later, Richardson was promoted to the Yankees. Gil McDougald was injured, so the young second baseman made his major-league debut on August 5, 1955, against the Detroit Tigers at Yankee Stadium.

Richardson batted second, behind Hank Bauer and in front of Hall of Famer Mickey Mantle. In the fourth inning, Richardson walked and scored on Yogi Berra’s three-run home run as the Yankees beat the Tigers, 3–0. Richardson got his first big-league hit in the seventh inning when he singled off Tigers rookie pitcher and Hall of Famer Jim Bunning.

In his first two seasons of 1955 and 1956, Richardson played in a total of 16 games. In 1957, the Sumter, South Carolina, native began to get more playing time and was an All-Star for the first time.

Richardson’s breakout season came in 1959 when he hit .301 and was the only Yankee to hit over .300 that season. Richardson, who was an All-Star for the second time, came into the final day at .298, but he had two hits in the final game of the season to finish at .301.

In the 1960 World Series loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates, Richardson began to make his mark as a player who thrived in the Fall Classic.

In Game 2 at Pittsburgh’s Forbes Field, Richardson had three hits, two RBIs, and three runs scored. In the top of the sixth, Richardson had two hits in one inning to tie a World Series record as the Yankees evened the Series with a 16–3 win.

In the first inning of Game 3 at Yankee Stadium, Richardson, who had hit three major-league home runs before that at-bat, hit a 3-2 pitch from Pirates pitcher Clem Labine into the left field bleachers for a grand slam.

Richardson added a two-run single in the fourth to finish the game with six runs batted in, a World Series record that has since been tied (Yankee DH Hideki Matsui, Game 6, 2009, and St. Louis Cardinals first baseman Albert Pujols, Game 3, 2011).

Despite the Yankees losing in seven games on Bill Mazeroski’s home run, Richardson was named the Series MVP, becoming the first and only member of the losing team to win the award. Richardson hit .367 (11 for 30) with a home run and a World Series record 12 runs batted in.

After the Series, the Yankees fired manager Casey Stengel and replaced him with Ralph Houk, who had more faith in Richardson than the former skipper. There were times that Stengel would pinch-hit for Richardson in the early innings of a game and sometimes he would bat him ninth, behind the pitcher. Houk did not use a platoon system as much as Stengel, and that helped Richardson become a more consistent player.

Houk used Richardson at the top of the lineup for most of the 1961 season, and he scored 80 runs hitting in front of Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle, who were chasing Babe Ruth’s single-season home-run record. Richardson slashed .391/.391/.435 with an OPS of .826 in the 1961 World Series win against the Cincinnati Reds. Richardson had at least one hit in all five games, and had three hits in Games 1 and 4.

In 1962, Richardson had the best season of his career. The Yankee second baseman slashed .302/.337/.406 with a career-best OPS of .743 and was named to both All-Star Games (there were two All-Star Games in 1962). Richardson won his second consecutive Gold Glove and was the runner-up to teammate Mickey Mantle for the 1962 American League Most Valuable Player Award.

Richardson went on to play four more seasons with the Yankees and was an All-Star in each of those years. Richardson retired after the 1966 season at the age of 30. He batted .251 in his final campaign as the Yankees wound up in last place.

The Yankees have played in 40 World Series and have won 27 times. Who was the first Yankee to be named World Series Most Valuable Player?

The World Series Most Valuable Player Award was first presented in 1955 when Brooklyn Dodgers pitcher Johnny Podres was named the initial winner.

In 1956, Yankee pitcher Don Larsen was the first Yankee to be named World Series MVP. Larsen won the award based on his performance in Game 5 of the 1956 World Series when he tossed the first perfect game in World Series history against the Brooklyn Dodgers.

Larsen was a journeyman pitcher who marched to the beat of his own drum. He notoriously missed curfew and was described by team-mate Bob Turley as a “fun loving guy who liked to go out and have a beer or two and talk to people in bars.”

The 6'4" gangly right-hander, who was nicknamed “Gooney Bird” for his tall, thin frame, was acquired by the Yankees in what became a 17-player trade with the Baltimore Orioles in November 1954. Larsen had just come off a season where he lost 21 games, but he beat the Yankees twice and that impressed manager Casey Stengel.

Larsen was 45-24 as a Yankee. His best season in New York was 1956 when he was 11-5 with a 3.26 ERA. He won 10 games in 1957, but only 15 over his final two seasons.

Larsen was hammered in his only appearance in the 1955 World Series loss to the Dodgers. The Yankee right-hander started Game 4 and gave up five runs in four innings in the 8–5 loss to Brooklyn.

Before he pitched his perfect game in Game 5 of the 1956 World Series, Larsen started and lost Game 2. Larsen failed to get out of the second inning as he walked four batters and gave up one hit and four unearned runs. It was a surprise that Larsen got the starting nod in Game 5, but Stengel still had faith in him.

Stengel had a ritual to name his starting pitcher. He would have coach Frank Crosetti place a baseball in one of the starter’s shoes before they arrived at the clubhouse. Larsen went out drinking the night before Game 5, but when he got to the ballpark, he saw a baseball in one of his shoes and knew he was the starting pitcher.

The rest is history. After pinch-hitter Dale Long struck out to end the game, Larsen had etched his name into the record books.

In Game 3 of the 1957 World Series against the Milwaukee Braves, Larsen tossed 7⅓ innings in relief of Bob Turley, but he started and lost Game 7.

In the rematch against Milwaukee in the 1958 World Series, Larsen started Game 3 with the Yankees already down two games to none and pitched seven scoreless innings in a 4–0 win. Larsen started Game 7 but was relieved by Turley and got a no decision as the Yankees beat the Braves, 6–2.

Larsen was 6-7 with a 4.33 ERA in his final Yankee season of 1959. After the season, the Yankees traded Larsen to the Kansas City Athletics as part of a seven-player deal that brought Roger Maris to New York.

Name the first Yankee pitcher to win the Gold Glove Award.

The Gold Glove Award was introduced in 1957. Bobby Shantz won the award in its first year of existence. He was also the first Yankee in franchise history to claim the honor and won the award in every season of his four-year tenure with the Yankees.

Shantz was a left-handed pitcher who defied the odds and epitomized the term crafty left-hander. The Pottstown, Pennsylvania, native was listed as 5'6" tall, yet was able to forge a 16-year career in the major leagues and was regarded as one of the best-fielding pitchers of his era.


[image: Bobby Shantz, right, with Athletics coach Albert Bender in 1951 before being traded to the Yankees COURTESY OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, LESLIE JONES COLLECTION]
Bobby Shantz, right, with Athletics coach Albert Bender in 1951 before being traded to the Yankees

COURTESY OF THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY, LESLIE JONES COLLECTION



Before coming to the Yankees, Shantz won the 1952 American League Most Valuable Player Award. He was 24-7 with a 2.48 ERA for the Philadelphia Athletics and got more votes than Yankees pitcher Allie Reynolds and future teammates Mickey Mantle and Yogi Berra.

Shantz came to the Yankees before the 1957 season as part of a 13-player trade with the Kansas City Athletics. In his first season with the Yankees, Shantz was 11-5 and led the major leagues with a 2.45 ERA. Shantz got off to a 9-1 start and was named to the All-Star Game. He also had nine complete games, one shutout, and five saves.

For the final three years of his Yankee career, manager Casey Stengel transitioned Shantz from being a starting pitcher to working out of the bullpen. In 1958 and 1959, Shantz appeared in 66 games but made only 17 starts. Shantz worked strictly out of the bullpen in the 1960 season and had a career-high 11 saves. Shantz played a role in the famous Game 7 of the 1960 World Series loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates.
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