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HELP US KEEP THIS GUIDE UP TO DATE


We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. Please send your comments and suggestions to:


editorial@globepequot.com


Thanks for your input, and happy travels!
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR


Lauren Markham is a writer, educator and refugee advocate who is proud to call the Bay Area home.




INTRODUCTION


As a SF native I may be biased, but for my (limited) money the Bay Area is one of the world’s best places to visit and to make a home. Having begrudgingly moved away at age 13 to the East Coast, I spent my high school and college years dreaming of San Francisco and all it had to offer—and all I was missing—almost nonstop. Just as the West looms large in our nation’s consciousness—go west! strike gold! be free!—so did San Francisco occupy my mind for nearly a decade as the land of milk and honey until I returned to make it again my home.


At first I worried it might not live up to the warping of over a decade of memory and my high-stakes expectations. It did—and I’m still calling the Bay Area home.


But dang, is it expensive here! As the pioneers could have told us, milk and honey don’t always come cheap. Returning in my early 20s, having to pay rent and navigate my way as both a local and a newcomer straight-up emptied my pockets. It didn’t help that I first worked as a teacher and then with Americorps VISTA (earning a whopping $840 a month) or that I am currently both a writer and a refugee advocate in the field of education. Needless to say, I don’t make big bucks. Lucky for me, penny pinching has always come easy—and has, in fact, always felt like the best way to live and to travel.


And I don’t just say that because I don’t make much money. I say it because I’ve found pinching pennies to be act of engagement and thoughtfulness. It requires us to pay attention a bit more, and not just to the down-ticking sum of our bank accounts or the savings that still line our pockets. More than that, watching our cash connects the resident and traveler alike to our surroundings, the pulse of the street, the time of day, the source of our food, the time of year (the weather sure as hell wont tip us off) and, dare I say it, it makes us pay attention to the other human beings in the city we inhabit.


By searching out the deals and free locales we are making conscious choices and engaging with our community assets instead of purchasing mere packaged experiences—and we’re maybe even hitting up places outside our normal routines or comfort zones. If it weren’t for my love of fresh farm veggies and junky treasures, I may never make it to Alemany, for example, and if it weren’t for my penchant for vintage clothing you’d probably never catch me in Pacific Heights.


Sure, I love good food and pretty clothes, but I prefer knowing where my food’s coming from, and I’ve always sought out new-to-me items with past lives. Even if I could afford them, why wear clothes that any shopper could own? I’d much prefer clothes by the pound to clothes by Urban Outfitters. Things with a past life have a story, and it’s fun to imagine the former uses for the sweater I don in the fog or the curbside sofa I sit on as I write this.


Plus, the cheap and free are often the more environmentally conscious options, choosing to ride our bikes instead of taking a cab, reusing materials instead of contributing to the factory industry of junk and waste. Anyone who’s been in SF for more than a couple days is aware that environmentalism is a cultural priority—and that it can also keep your pockets packed makes it all the more sweet.


So, go forth and make some cheap choices for clothes with past lives, household goods with previous uses, outdoor movies nuzzled up next to total strangers, happy hours in neighborhoods you’ve never been, vistas that require you to walk rather than ride, literary readings from unknown artists willing to share their voices, and museums and galleries that benefit the communities they’re housed in. Cheap is good not just because it’s cheap (though of course that’s damn good), but also because it gives way to more unique and thoughtful lives. From my own experience as a kid and adult in the Bay Area, this is a place where this very much holds true.


Enjoy!


—Lauren Markham
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FILM:
CHEAP SHOTS




“Hollywood money isn’t money. It’s congealed snow, melts in your hand, and there you are.”


—DOROTHY PARKER








 




Cheap is good, and free is better, and never is this more true than in the pursuit of entertainment. Those Hollywood fat cats are on notice: We spendthrifts are mad as hell, and we’re not going to pay $10 to watch overrated Scientologists strut around on the silver screen anymore! Instead we are digging our hands deeper into our pockets, and digging deeper into the pockets of the Bay Area that believe in the pursuit of cinematic happiness for a lot less dough. Cultural institutes, churches, parks, bars—and sometimes, even movie theaters—are all on board for a tight-fisted traipse in the dark. Close your eyes, and what do you see? The movies for less than most suckers pay. Sit back and enjoy the show.





Artists’ Television Access




992 Valencia


(415) 824-3890


www.atasite.org


Thurs through Sun


The Catch: Most screenings are $4 to $6.





From the heart of the Mission, this tiny, bedraggled space has packed a real punch since it first took root in the community in 1984. Today this madam is showing her age, but ATA is still an unrivaled SF institution for young filmmakers (and visual artists and sometimes even musicians) to showcase their wares in an intimate and welcoming setting that would never fly in the mainstream. You won’t find the latest rom-com (and you know you’re better off!), but do expect cutting-edge artistic vision, nonnarrative explorations of the human psyche, documentaries galore, and even the occasional underappreciated mainstream gem you missed in the multiplex. Check the website for the film schedule.


Bernal Heights Outdoor Cinema




Various locations in Bernal Heights


www.bhoutdoorcine.org





This neighborhood film event features terrific shorts from local filmmakers, many of which showcase the city itself. These are often family affairs featuring film crawls and block parties; picnics, minus the booze, are welcome. Outdoor screenings run on SF’s “summer” schedule—August through October—but BHOC has teamed with Bernal Heights Branch Library to offer free quarterly indoor screenings and filmmaker Q&A on the first Tuesday of February, May, August, and November. Add your name to the mailing list to learn about next season’s offerings.




Cheat the Chains


Numerous theaters in San Francisco and the Bay Area—including the Embarcadero Cinema, Opera Plaza, the Bridge, the Clay, and the Lumiere—are owned under the national Landmark Theaters umbrella. There’s not much one can do to avoid the $10 ticket price (heck, even the “bargain” matinees and kids’ seats are still 8 bucks!), but they do offer a poorly publicized bargaining tool. Multiple ticket cards can be purchased at the box office only. A book of 5 passes sells for $38 (about $7.25 per ticket), but all passes must be used within 6 months, and they cannot be used for shows on Fri and Sat after 6 p.m. Celluloid-loving cheapskates with money to spend will want to take advantage of a book of 25 passes for $175 ($7 per ticket), which never expire and can be used anytime. Better yet, sign up to learn about occasional free screenings at www.landmarktheatres.com/Mail Bag7FilmClubIndex_frameset.htm.





CELLspace




2050 Bryant St.


(415) 648-7562


www.cellspace.org/events





Versatile and multimedia-centric, there is always something cinematic happening here in between the visual arts and performance, though it’s more likely to be DVD than celluloid. The “media arts cluster” offers low-cost video editing space and other film-related classes and work space, thus attracting the DIY moviemaking crowd. Low-priced screening fees mean the savings are passed along to you, the barely-making-rent viewer. Check the eclectic calendar frequently for the next unpolished, undiscovered gem. Films are usually $5.


Cinema Drafthouse Movie Night




At the Independent


628 Divisadero St.


(415) 771-1421


www.theindependentsf.com


Most Mon, 8 p.m.


The Catch: Two-drink minimum required, so this event is 21 plus.





One of the best bare-bones music venues in San Fran is now showing free movie screenings most—but not all—Monday nights. The selections are random to say the very least, but who doesn’t recognize the combination of a stiff drink and a solid flick as the best way to ward off those new-work-week blues?


Cinema Heaven Encore




At the Melt Cafe


700 Columbus Ave.


www.noirfilm.com/screenings.htm


Thurs, 8 p.m.


The Catch: All screenings are free, but a reservation to screenings@hotmail.com is required for admission.





From Mildred Pierce to Double Indemnity, these classic black-and-white flicks come to life—as much as possible over the roar of a popular Irish-style pub serving pretty good Indian food. Films with a San Francisco theme or location are given preference, but any dusty gem of wisecrackin’ dicks and troubled dames will please the loyal crowd of those who love the genre. These 16-millimeter treasures may be hard to track down, so join the mailing list for times and locations.


CinemaLit at the Mechanics’ Institute




57 Post St.


(415) 393-0100


www.milibrary.org


Fri, 6 p.m.


The Catch: Suggested donation of $10 for nonmembers, free for members. Tickets are available at the door, but reservations (to rsvp@milibrary.oeg)are requested as it does get crowded.





Don’t let the name fool you, you won’t find grease monkeys tooling about here. The lovely 80-seat meeting room of this historic private library makes an SF-style social event out of watching a film. The Mechanics’ Institute encourages viewers to come to the cafe a half hour before showtime and to stay after the screening for a group discussion. The film, from the library’s collection of more than 3,000 classic, foreign, and American films, is formally introduced by established film writers and reviewers. Expect themes like a salute to John Huston, a tip of the hat to German comedies of the past 50 years, or a tackling of sexual politics and identity. Popcorn and refreshments are available, but they are not a distraction from the “salon” feeling of these weekly events.


Conscientious Projector Film Series




Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian Universalists


1924 Cedar St., Berkeley


(510) 841-4824


Thurs or Fri, 7 p.m.


The Catch: $7 suggested donation (but no one is turned away for lack of funds).





Why is our world so screwed up? And more important, what can we do about it? These are the questions pursued in this regular film series covering everything from environmental justice to immigrant rights, sponsored by the liberal church’s Social Justice Committee. Come, get educated, and move on. Subscribe to the film schedule at bfuusjev-subscribe@lists.riseup.net.


The Dark Room




2263 Mission St.


(415) 401-7987


www.darkroomsf.com


Sun, 8 p.m.





Bad Movie Night makes visiting this tiny black box worth it for any cheapskate worth his or her weight in ridiculous fun. “This is not an intellectual salon,” the organizers warn. That, my friends, is an understatement. The Dark Room’s rowdy denizens make for a welcome liberation from the buttoned-up multiplex crowd. Sunday’s Bad Movie Night is a vociferous film fest featuring series such as “Bruce Willis’s Not-So-Masterpiece” and “Superhero Movies That Are Less Than Super.” Promoters promise to take all of the guesswork out of your night and assure guests that “Yes, it will suck.” At least there’s free popcorn. Tickets are $5.


Dolores Park Movie Night




20th Street and Dolores


www.doloresparkmovie.org


Second Thurs of each month, Apr to Oct, dusk





Few things are more wholesome than a cool summer’s night under the stars, a Hollywood hit with a local bent, a visit from the Tamale Lady, and your contented pooch at your feet. D-Park organizers always manage to select that movie you’ve been meaning to re-watch for the past decade or the one that keeps coming up in interesting conversation. For zero bucks, kick back in a lawn chair, bring an extra blanket, and take in favorites like Back to the Future, Chinatown, and Adaptation. Some band usually opens, too, so come early or else sit wa-a-ay in the back, depending on your mood. Organizers are true-blue Delores Park locals and are entitled to a vay-k every once in awhile. Check the website before going over to make sure the event is on.


Film Night in the Park




Various locations around the Bay Area


www.filmnight.org


Fri and Sat, 8 p.m., May through Sept





Get on the schedule for this tasteful (and tastefully no-cost) outdoor movie project, courtesy of the San Francisco Neighborhood Theater Foundation and A.P.P.L.E. FamilyWorks. Thirty-two films—and good films, too, considering it’s all family-friendly cinema—screen in nine parks in seven cities, prime time, with all the burritos and coolers full of beverages that you can carry. The line-ups are usually surprisingly eclectic from Hitchcock thrillers to ′80s staples, and the occasional cult classic. The 2010 lineup included Avatar, Wall-E, and The Big Lebowski. Don’t forget an extra blanket; this is San Francisco in summer, after all.


Films and Videos at the Public Library




(415) 557-4400


www.sfpl.org/news/events.htm


Times and locations vary





The library is your friend when your wallet is down and out, because, hey, your tax dollars have already paid for the services. When it comes to film and video screenings for adults and kids, the library branches around the city truly offer a great opportunity to cash in. Kids age 5 and younger are entertained almost daily with a revolving schedule of cartoons and age-appropriate media. And in the evenings adults can glue their eyeballs on everything from classics of Hollywood’s golden era, the city’s history in cinematic format, or first-run (OK, second-run) releases. The price for all this free media? No popcorn is allowed in the auditorium.




SF Film Festivals:
The Most Noteworthy Events &
How to See Them for Free


DocFest, www.sfindie.com. May. Curated by the same group that organizes the San Francisco IndieFest, this has a similar vibe but focuses on documentary cinema. To volunteer, e-mail info@sfindie.com.


MadCat Women’s International Film Festival, www.madcatfilmfestival.org. Sept and Oct. An unpretentious, experimental collection of film, video, and more from around the globe. To volunteer, go to www.madcatfilmfestival.org/festival_info_volunteer.html or e-mail info@madcatfilmfestival.org.


San Francisco Independent Film Festival, www.sfindie.com. Feb. A loose, low-key, Mission District-centric film gathering celebrating young and bold DIY film and video. To volunteer, e-mail info@sfindie.com.


San Francisco International Asian American Film Festival, (415) 863-0814, ext. 213; www.asianamericanfilmfestival.org. Mar. The largest annual exhibition of its kind, showing 130 films in San Francisco, Berkeley, and San Jose. To volunteer, visit www.asianamericanfilmfestival.org/attending/volunteer.php.


San Francisco International Film Festival, (415) 561-5019; www.sffs.org. Two weeks every spring since 1957. This festival attracts 80,000 people to more than 200 films. To volunteer, log on to www.sffs.org/about/volunteer.html or e-mail volunteer@sffs.org.


San Francisco International LGBT Film Festival, www.frameline.org. June. Since 1977 this high-quality collection of queer films has delighted audiences of 70,000 or more. E-mail through the website to volunteer.


San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, www.sfjff.org. July and Aug. Amid a host of other year-round projects, this Bay Area-wide event has launched similar festivals across the nation. To volunteer, e-mail jewishfilm@sfjff.org.





Goethe-Institut San Francisco




530 Bush St., 2nd floor


(415) 263-8760


www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/kue/flm/enindex.htm


Times and locations vary





German culture in cinematic form, from classic to modern—sometimes subtitled, sometimes not. Special World Cup screenings also take place here, and on-theme refreshments are served. Germanophiles should take advantage of film seminars, workshops, and trainings here as well. Tickets are $5, free for students and members of the GISF.


Humanist Hall




390 27th St., Oakland


(510) 393-5685


www.HumanistHall.net


Wed, 7:30 p.m.


The Catch: $5 donation sometimes required.





This progressive church has been dedicated to “communitarian ideals committed to action for social justice” since 1935, and part of spreading the good word about the military-industrial complex, the filth of abuses of power and wealth, and other left-wing ideology comes forth in a weekly film series. Expect to get angry while watching spirited, underground political rants at the only solar-powered movie house in the Bay Area. Don’t miss potluck refreshments and social hour at 6:30 p.m. and discussions after the film. If you’re looking for something a little lighter, Humanist Hall shows feature films in May, August, and December.


Italian Cultural Institute of San Francisco




814 Montgomery St.


(415) 788-7142


www.iicsanfrancisco.esteri.it


The Catch: Films are free for students and members, but $3 for the public. Check the website for schedule of upcoming films.





The regular Tuesday-night film series is free only with Istituto membership, but the public is entirely welcome to other, more random screenings that take place roughly twice a month. Unsurprisingly, the films are either classic Italian cinema (such as a recent tribute to Mastroianni) or from the more modern era. Expect Italian with English subtitles, English with Italian subtitles, or, on occasion, just the plain ol’ tongue of the boot.


Julia Morgan Center for the Arts




2640 College Ave., Berkeley


(510) 845-8542


www.juliamorgan.org


The Catch: Each ticket carries a $5 suggested donation.





Mostly family focused, this active and beautiful theater sometimes offers its stage to the silver screen. Expect classics like Citizen Kane or kid-centric cinema like Mulan on a periodic schedule.


La Peña Cultural Center




3105 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley


(510) 849-2568


www.lapena.org


The Catch: Many events are free, but some include a suggested donation.





This Latin cultural center focuses on music and poetry events, but it also hosts film events like the small but proud International Latino Film Festival, the Arab Women Film Series, and the International Disability Film Festival. View the online calendar to find out what’s happening now.


Mob-Mov




Various locations, Berkeley


www.mobmov.org





Short for “mobile movie,” this cinematic happening for artistic tightwads is the bastard child of a drive-in movie theater and a flashmob. Visit the website and sign on to the mailing list for the Berkeley shows: It’s the only way you’ll find out what films are playing, when, and where. The day before a screening, you’ll be directed toward some sketchy lot in Berkeley. Add free candy, soda, and chips (more often than not), tune in to a radio station for the soundtrack and voilà—instant drive-in. This is guerrilla theater at its best, enjoyed from the comfort of your own auto’s bucket seats. Sustainable, do-it-yourself, and oh-so-Bay—what’s not to love? Tickets are $5 and up.


Monday-Night Film Series




Zeitgeist Bar


199 Valencia St.


(415) 255-7505


No set schedule; call for times





Weather permitting, this classic biker bar hosts the occasional outdoor film festival of locally made cinema in its mammoth beer garden. It’s a perfect midweek evening, and the crowds flow in as freely as the outstanding house-made Bloody Marys and pitchers of brew poured behind the bar. Drinks are cheap, and you will want one. The smell of the barbecue pit is too good to resist, and well-priced grilled meat kicks Sno-Caps’ butt any day. Get there early to grab your spot at the vast and packed picnic tables.


Revolution Cafe




3248 22nd St.


(415) 642-0474


Showings on Mon





Every Monday is movie night, featuring fresh local filmmakers. This vibrant space features fantastic jazz most nights but offers itself to us cheap, poor, and oh-so-appreciative cinephiles once per week. Call to find out which movie is playing this week.


The Red Vic




1727 Haight St.


(415) 668-3994


www.redvicmoviehouse.com


The Catch: Tickets are $9 for adults, $6 for seniors and children; $7 for adults for 2 p.m. matinees and Tues night shows.





A worker-owned and volunteer-staffed collective, this neighborhood landmark recently celebrated its 30th anniversary (though its original location is just a few blocks away). This is a full-time art house and second-run movie theater with organic snacks, nutritional yeast for the ′corn, and rows of comfy, padded bench-style seating for those who get there early enough to claim them. Cult and underground classics are a mainstay of the Red Vic repertoire, but it also serves as one of the best places to catch those Oscar noms you missed in their first release for a few bucks cheaper. And of course, the Red Vic calendar makes for classic SF fridge decoration. Buy a punch card for 4 admissions for $30 (equivalent to $7.50 a ticket). Cardholders can use up to 2 admissions per show. Membership cards also get you a $1 discount at SF Film Society, SF Community Land Trust, and Garden for the Environment.


Roxie Cinema and the Little Roxie




3117 16th St.


(415) 863-1087


www.roxie.com


The Catch: Tickets are $9.75 for adults, $5 for seniors and children. Bargains include $6 matinees and $5 for all shows on Mon.





Proclaiming to be the longest continually running theater in the city, this relic turned 100 in 2009 and is still home to some of the city’s most popular film festivals. The beloved Rox chugs along, and it opened a tiny second screen just two doors down (though popcorn must be purchased at the main theater, and the second screen isn’t much larger than your TV). The seats are really comfy at this noteworthy art house for underground and local cinema, and kudos to them for being a great supporter of independent film from far and wide. Buy a punch card for 6 admissions for $26 (about $4.25 per ticket)—cash only, and only at the theater window a half hour before showtime. Cardholders can use only 1 admission per person.


University of California at Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive




2575 Bancroft Way, Berkeley


(510) 642-0808


www.bampfa.berkeley.edu


Ticket sales: daily 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.


The Catch: Tickets are $9.50 for adults; $5.50 for members and UC Berkeley students; $6.50 for UC Berkeley faculty and staff and for all other students, seniors, people with disabilities, and youth under age 17. Additional features are $4.







The Cheap Bastard’s Lottery
(That You May Actually Win)


Penny-pinchers aren’t about to blow their cash wad on a long-shot lottery ticket, but winning tickets to movies, theater, museums, club nights, dinners out, and so on is a horse worth a bet. Of course there are no guarantees, but with the exchange of a bit of your contact info to the marketing department (and perhaps a tiny shred of your dignity), local media venues that give away freebies every week are bound to fork over something to you eventually.


Here are the local venues that give away a whole lot of stuff to a smallish audience, thus increasing the likelihood of free goods for the truly tight and persistent:


KUSF request line, (415) 751-KUSF. This radio station of the University of San Francisco is college radio at its best and entirely plugged in to the world of no cover charges for live, small-venue rock shows and the occasional movie pass for intrepid callers. Projecting just 3,000 watts, its daytime listeners are likely to get through and win entry to something interesting that night. Listeners can subscribe to the mailing list for upcoming free events: kusf_fyi-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.


San Francisco Bay Guardian, www.sfbg.com/promo/emaillist.html. Add your name to the mailing list to find out about free film screenings, music events, and bar happenings with free and low-cost drinks and prize giveaways.


SFStation.com, www.sfstation.com/giveaways. Sign in and win dinners at nice places, free guest listings for fancy club nights, movie passes, DVDs, theater tix, museum entrance, festival tickets, and more.





The Hollywood blockbuster need not apply here. Cerebral entertainment runs the gamut from ancient Japanese puppet animation of Kihachiro Kawamoto to a tribute to smoky French actress Isabelle Huppert, and students and the college-minded clamor for the half-price seats that you won’t find at the megaplex. The house also features arty video screenings, such as festivals of women documentarians and amateur film festivals, with the films’ artistic visionaries often available for discussions and Q&As in person. Buy your tickets in person and avoid the $1 per ticket online purchasing fee.


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Screening Room




701 Mission St.


(415) 978-ARTS (2787)


www.ybca.org


Thurs through Sun, 7:30 p.m.


The Catch: General admission is $8; $6 for students, seniors, and teachers; $6 for YBCA members.





This eclectic cinematic space is a true bargain for museum members, and unlike most cheap seats, these are actually comfortable, sophisticated, and will give your mind a workout, instead of your tush and spine. Make yourself smarter in less than 2 hours with pleasures the likes of the Human Rights Watch International Film Festival and more esoteric arty celluloid, such as a trilogy of vintage erotica, a Swedish showdown of films in real time, and psychedelic light shows from the 1960s. Pick up a YBCA Film Card, get it punched for 6 visits and your next film is free. Be sure to take advantage of free same-day gallery admission with the purchase of a film ticket. And if you check in at YBCA on Foursquare.com you’ll get $2 off of your film or video ticket.







READINGS:
FREE VERSE




“Diligence is the basis of wealth, and thrift the source of riches.”


— CHINESE PROVERB








 




Science fiction, memoir, poetry—everyone with a computer or a pen can call themselves a writer, and many of them, from authors of New York Times best sellers to brand-new cellar dwellers, are very good. Sure, the big names always come to town to peddle their new hardback, but any word wranglers who can string two words together can find themselves in front of a small crowd and a microphone sharing their creative muse. Readings and spoken-word events fill the steamy air of coffee shops, upscale bookshops, the early evenings of popular bars, and any ol’ community space where aficionados of the written word gather to sip, listen, and participate. No one is looking to get rich from his art, thus this is one of the city’s bumper crops of cheap and low-cost entertainment. Don your thinking cap and dive into the pages of one of San Francisco’s greatest brainy resources.





16th & Mission BART Reading




16th Street at Mission Street


http://16thmission.com


Thurs, 9:30 p.m. to midnight





Talk about a vintage SF happening: This weekly reading and performance series has no boss and no rules—come as you are and perform as you like. Situated in the grimy courtyard above the 16th Street BART station, the crowd ranges from transplant hipster to local poets, commuters, passersby, and folks who call the BART station home.


826 Valencia Volunteer Reading Series




At Amnesia


853 Valencia St. (at 19th Street)


(415) 970-0012


www.amnesiathebar.com


Third Mon of the month, 7 p.m.





Launched by literary “it” couple Dave Eggers and Vendela Vida so that Bay Area youngsters could have a place to write and find their writers within, 826 Valencia has now become a national do-good chain of free after-school writing and tutoring centers staffed by energetic and generous volunteers. Surprise, surprise, 826’s prominence in the literary scene attracts volunteers with a writerly inclination—and they showcase their work in this monthly reading series in the dimly lit Amnesia amidst free-flowing pints of (unfree) local beer.


Bay Area Open Mics




www.bayareaopenmics.com





Literary, musical, and genre-blending performance art is what San Francisco’s best known for—and as we’re writing this some hip new event or reading series is being dreamed up in a park or smoke-filled apartment somewhere. So folks like us can keep in the know, some proactive locals have put together the Bay Area Open Mic Calendar listing all the ongoing open mics in town. The Internet: Stay in the Know.


Brainwash Cafe and Laundromat




1122 Folsom St. at Langton


(415) 861-3663


www.brainwash.com


Mon, 7 to 10 p.m.





Fun-loving multitaskers should head to Brainwash on Monday to cram your dirty clothes in the wash, stuff your face with a heady salad and plate of buffalo wings, and devour the sounds of local spoken-word artists come to share their flow. Anyone’s welcome to read, so bring your scribbles. Need even more? Come back on Tuesday for the acoustic music open-mic night.


Litquake




www.litquake.org


Weekend in Oct





Litquake: It’s nothing short of a Bay Area literary lovefest. This star-studded literary event takes place each October and can’t be missed, as the writerly way is infused into the city’s every nook and cranny, from dingy bar to packed community center to scrumptious restaurant to bargain bookshop to the regular city streets. There’s too much happening, and in too many venues, to ignore. Hundreds of best-selling and semifamous names in every book genre, from mystery to fiction to politics to food and even to children’s books, meet with their audience for intimate readings, workshops, panel discussions, and more. Check the website to drool over this year’s schedule and pack your October calendar with writerly bliss. Got some extra time? Try volunteering your time to the Litquake cause (and have a chance to meet some of the Bay Area’s, and the nation’s, literary elite).


Queer Open Mic Night




Modern Times Book Store


2919 24th St.


www.queeropenmic.com


Every fourth Fri, 7:30 p.m.


The Catch: The Open Mic is funded by audience donations, so optional cash gifts will be solicited from the public.





Launched in 2004 and the brainchild and labor of love of local poet Cindy M. Emch, SF’s seminomadic Queer Open Mic Night has found homes in the Castro’s Three Dollar Bill Cafe and the Mission’s Modern Times Bookstore. Poetry slams through the walls, and literary musings crawl up from the floorboards. This stage welcomes the talents of established local wordsmiths and emerging talent alike. This San Francisco neoclassic Open Mic is not to be missed!


The RADAR Reading Series




www.radarproductions.org


Traveling series; multiple locations and times





Powerfully prolific host and deeply enmeshed author Michelle Tea gathers panoplies of talented writers, often queer, left-wing and/or underground, “with the occasional superstar” to dazzle the lyric fantastic at this regular happening. At locations as varied and dynamic as Intersection for the Arts, the SF Zen Center, the public library, and the Verdi Club, participants and topics might include a Sri Lankan queer activist, interviews about Israeli and Palestinian relations, and well-known well-loveds like Beth Lisick and Trinie Dalton. Energetic Q&As follow each reading. To join the mailing list, e-mail SFSunday@aol.com.


Sacred Grounds Cafe




2095 Hayes St.


(415) 387-3859


www.sacredgroundscafe.com


Wed, 7 p.m.





Lo and behold, some of SF’s most talented writers read during this regular weekly poetry showcase. There is no admission cost, but decent souls will buy a cup of coffee to keep the venue hot.




Great Bookstores with
Regular Author Readings & Signings


If they’re on tour, you’ll find them here ….


Adobe Book Shop, 3166 16th St.; (415) 864-3936


The Book Passage, 1 Ferry Plaza, #46 (Market at Embarcadero); (415) 835-1020; www.bookpassage.com. Note that most events take place at the Corte Madera flagship store in Marin County, but that many readings happen at this store in the Ferry Building.


Books Inc., www.booksinc.net. This left-coast bookstore chain has a number of locations—including two in the airport—but a slew of events occur at these SF spots:


• Books Inc. in the Castro, 2275 Market St.; (415) 864-6777


• Books Inc. in the Marina, 2251 Chestnut St.; (415) 931-3633


• Books Inc. in Laurel Village, 3515 California St.; (415) 221-3666


Booksmith, 1644 Haight St.; (415) 863-8688; www.booksmith.com


City Lights Bookstore, 261 Columbus Ave. (at Broadway); (415) 362-8193; www.citylights.com


Modern Times Bookstore, 888 Valencia St.; (415) 282-9246; www.mtbs.com


Pegasus Bookstore, 2349 Shattuck St., Berkeley; (510) 649-1320. Note that most readings take place at the Shattuck location, but sometimes authors visit the store at 1855 Solano Ave. (also in Berkeley).





Smack Dab




Magnet


4122 18th St.


(415) 581-1600


www.magnetsf.org


Third Wed of the month, show at 8 p.m.; sign-up at 7:30 p.m.





This is a truly free and truly open mic night—meaning that anyone is welcome to walk in and read/perform the words, music, comedy, etc., to their heart’s content for 5 whole minutes in the spotlight, though the Castro location and the popular gay writers who host the night tend to give most material a bit of a bend. Featured readers kick the reading caliber up a notch, and author Kirk Read and great event-list congregator Larry-Bob Roberts usher in the unexpected. As they proudly proclaim, Smack Dab “make[s] the Castro safe for performance again.” It’s not a bar, so all ages are welcome.


The Speakeasy Reading Series




A Night of Poetry at the Bazaar Cafe


5927 California St. (at 21st Avenue)


www.bazaarcafe.com/calendar


Thurs, 7 p.m.





With rotating weekly hosts, the Bazaar Cafe gathers together a handful of poetry-centric Bay Area spoken-word artists to share their work with a mellow, caffeine-sipping, appreciative crowd of the same. Yummy and well-priced bites for those who like to pair words with friends and food.


The Word Party




At Cafe Virachocha


998 Valencia St. (at 21st Street)


(415) 374-7048


www.thewordparty.com


Every third Tues, 8 to 10:30 p.m.


The Catch: Suggested donation $5.





Open mic poetry and jazz just meld into one another at this collaborative art venue and vintage shop. Hosted by Jennifer Barone and Ingrid Kerr, the welcoming Word Party is well organized, well attended, and, true to its name, would surely make any soulful beatnik consider cracking a smirk in delight. Also check out their special events in other locations, such as a poetry party under the dome at SF’s City Hall.


Writers with Drinks




The Make-Out Room


3225 22nd St. (at Valencia)


www.writerswithdrinks.com


Second Sat of the month, 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.; doors open at 7 p.m.


The Catch: $5 to $10, sliding scale. Check calendar ahead of time, as the date sometimes shifts to a different Sat when special guests come to town.





What variety meat is to lunch, WWD is to the literary scene. This stage, graced by SF’s sexiest trans and well-polished writer, Charlie Anders, is a hodgepodge test-tube baby of what happens when erotica meets free verse, collides with stand-up comedy, and rams into the rear of speculative fiction. Arrive early—the comfy tables always fill—and cruise this essential gathering for the literary set. Names on the roster have included famed locals like Andrew Sean Greer, Maxine Hong Kingston, and Vendela Vida, and extra-special guests like Annie Sprinkle and Armistead Maupin. All proceeds benefit local nonprofits.


Yerba Buena Gardens Festival




760 Howard St.


(415) 543-1718


www.ybgf.org


May through Oct





Multiple free, multicultural, and multifaceted literary events are on the calendar for this summer-long free festival. See Free Outdoor Concerts (page 44) for more information.


Youth Speaks




www.youthspeaks.org


Various times and locations





For 10 years, Youth Speaks has encouraged teens and kids to speak their mind, write their stories, and sing or shout them to the world. There’s always something to be heard and learned at their energy-filled, poetry slam-style gatherings. Their credits include a packed calendar of events that take place in coffee shops, street festivals, and hip-hop print publications. Almost all performances are free.







THEATER:
CHEAP SEATS




“This was a way to thrive, and he was blest; And thrift is blessing, if men steal it not.”


— WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE








 


Though San Francisco’s grand theatrical dames are no Great White Way, super-pricey showstoppers can still be a free, or nearly free, ticket for the intrepid Cheap Bastard willing to work a bit for the fruits of the stage. If you like your theater smaller and darker, myriad actors’ hothouses are tucked into nooks and crannies that offer great, innovative, or, er, interesting staged theatrics on the cheap. Tune in to the right deals and it’s easy to save a buck or two if your schedule is a little flexible.


JUST PLAIN FREE THEATER



Free Shakespeare in the Park




P.O. Box 460937, San Francisco CA 94146-0937


(415) 558-0888, (800) 978-PLAY


www.sfshakes.org





This theatrical tempest swarms into a midsummer afternoon’s dream of culture, gratis. Bring your own blanket, picnic, and Olde English-to-English dictionary to fully appreciate the splendor of this highly acclaimed company’s community freebies that are to be (or not to be) in various parks around the region.


San Francisco Free Civic Theater




(415) 831-6810


www.sffct.org





A division of San Francisco Recreation and Parks, this adult theater company produces three to four shows that run from September through May. All participants are volunteers, and performances don’t cost a dime. Most shows play at the Randall Museum Theater or the Eureka Valley Recreation Center Auditorium. Get in touch to find out what’s playing or to get involved.
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