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  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date




Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—campgrounds open and close, grow and contract; regulations change; facilities come under new management, and so forth.

We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:

Globe Pequot Press

Reader Response/Editorial Department

PO Box 480

Guilford, CT 06437

Or you may e-mail us at:

editorial@GlobePequot.com

Thanks for your input, and happy camping!
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Introduction



Whatever your style of camping, whether you string a hammock between two trees and sleep under the stars or you prefer the comforts of an RV, North Carolina has a place for you.

The majestic mountains of the Blue Ridge beckon you with waterfalls galore and trail upon trail. Park your RV alongside one of several lakes in the Piedmont for spectacular sunsets bursting with color. Or head to the coast and pitch your tent on the shores of the Atlantic as the waves lap at the sand. No matter where you head, as you settle into your camp chair after a long day of hiking, or following a busy work week, the sounds of the crickets and frogs begin to lull you. Your tension eases as the glow of the flame flickers, mesmerizes. Then, as you rest at ease, you hear in the distance the rustle of a raccoon or a series of hoots from a great horned owl. This is why you’re here. This is what you came for. Slowly you let go of your stress as the warm crackle of the fire begins to soothe your senses.

After spending months in a tent, six weeks at a time, with Mikey, my hundred-pound puppy, I was able to gather the information within these pages. Doing my homework, I drove thousands of miles visiting campground after campground, collecting information and enjoying as much of the experience as possible. The main focus of this book is campgrounds that you can drive right up to, put the car in park, and set up camp. I have, however, included a few campgrounds that require a very short walk and others that are “canoe-to” camping platforms that are prevalent in the coastal region. While I’ve done my best to provide as much information as possible, I recommend stopping by the ranger station or visitor center whenever possible prior to setting up camp. These folks are full of knowledge and are more than happy to share a wealth of information with you about the history of the area and the activities you can enjoy at their facility. Pack your gear, grab your camera, and get out and explore!


How to Use This Guide



As you thumb through the pages of this book, you will notice that it has been broken down into geographic regions. There are three major regions commonly designated in the state of North Carolina: the Mountains, the Piedmont, and the Coast (which includes the Outer Banks). To help you navigate and find the campground nearest your destination, I have broken it down even further into smaller geographic areas based on the nearest town. Maps are provided for each area, and tables provide a useful quick-reference tool to help you see if a campground suits your needs. For each entry I have provided essential information on certain common elements. Here’s a brief explanation of each.


  Location: If applicable, I have provided a physical address and the distance and direction from nearby towns to give you a general idea of where the campground is.


  Season: While many of the campgrounds in the coastal region are open year-round, some on the Outer Banks, for example, and many in the mountain region are subject to extreme weather fluctuations and are open seasonally. I have listed the season dates, but some are subject to change. It’s a good idea to call first and confirm that the campground is open and that campsites are available, especially in the winter months, November to March.


  Sites: Here I have listed the number and type of campsites available. RV sites can accommodate RVs and may or may not have electric and water hookups. Tent sites are designed specifically for tent camping, but you can still drive right up to your site. Walk-in or canoe-to camping is tent only and is accessed either by a short walk or by boat. For those looking for a less-rustic experience, some of the campgrounds also offer cabin rentals.

Campgrounds listed as “dispersed” camping are not actual campgrounds but more a general area with designated campsites. Many forest roads, for example, offer well-groomed campsites right off the side of the road. Most of these sites have a tent pad, fire ring, and even a picnic table. These sites are designed for tents only and have no facilities whatsoever. You must bring all of your supplies, food, water, and even a shovel to dig a “cat hole” to dispose of bodily waste.

Group camps are typically reserved for nonprofit organizations, such as the Boy or Girl Scouts, or church groups, but campgrounds have been known to make exceptions. If you are planning a trip with seventeen of your closest friends, the logistics are much easier if you can stay in a group campsite, so it certainly doesn’t hurt to ask.


  Maximum length: This is the maximum-length RV the campground can accommodate. It’s not to be confused with the maximum length of stay, which in most places is fourteen days. Most campgrounds in this book can accommodate RVs up to 40 feet; some can handle RVs as long as 148 feet.


  Facilities: What’s available at the campground? Here you’ll find whether the bath-house has flush or vault toilets or if you can expect a hot shower. I’ll also tell you what amenities there are, such as a camp store.


  Fee: I personally visited every campground in this book in 2012. The fees listed are per night, based on what the fee was at that time. As with anything in life, fees are subject to change. If cost might be an issue, call ahead.




	$
	= $0–$10



	$$
	= $10–$19



	$$$
	= $20 or more





If you see a range of fees, such as $$–$$$, assume that the tent sites are less and the RV sites are more. Many of the campgrounds have what’s known as a self-pay station at the entrance, based on the honor system. Fill out an envelope, place the fee inside, drop the envelope in the safe box, and you are good to go. Keep in mind that you will need exact change unless you don’t mind donating a few extra dollars to the forest service.


  Management: I have gone to great lengths to try to include every public campground in the state. This section lists the agency—local, state, or federal—that maintains the park. In some cases the campgrounds may be located on federal land but run by a private concessioner.


  Contact: Here I have listed the phone number and any pertinent websites where you can obtain more information. If a campground takes reservations, I have included that contact information as well. Keep in mind that many campgrounds fill up quickly, especially on weekends and holidays. It’s a good idea to take advantage of the reservation system to ensure that you get a campsite.


  Finding the campground: I’ve given my best effort to provide you with explicit driving directions, but there’s nothing more valuable than a good map to help you navigate. I highly recommend the DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer. I’ve been using this in conjunction with the National Geographic topographical maps for years. These maps have been an invaluable tool, helping me find my way around the mountains and back roads across the state. They include highways, state roads, and many forest service roads as well.

Today many people rely strongly on GPS units or on maps in their “smart” phones. While these devices do have value, I cannot stress enough that they also have limitations. A GPS is only as good as its satellite connection, and a smart phone is only useful when you have a signal. Please be aware that in many areas of the national parks and forests, and in remote parts of the state, you will not have cell phone service. So be sure to have a good map handy as a backup plan.


  GPS coordinates: I have included GPS coordinates for each campground entry. For dispersed camping I have provided a general GPS coordinate of the forest road itself rather than a coordinate for each campsite.


  About the campground: This is where I tell you a little bit about the campground and what to expect when you visit. Along with a description, you’ll find out what kind of activities the campground offers, such as hiking and mountain biking. I also tried to alert you to any nearby attractions that might be worth a visit.


  Key for Tables

  Total sites

  Hookup sites

  Maximum RV: length in feet

  Hookups: E = Electric, W = Water, S = Sewer

  Toilets: F = Flush, V = Vault

  Showers: Y or N

  Drinking water: Y or N

  Dump station: Y or N

  Recreation:

	H = Hiking

	S = Swimming

	F = Fishing

	B = Boating

	L = Boat Launch

	R = Horseback riding/Bridle trails

	M = Mountain biking

	C = Cycling

	O = Off-road vehicle trails

	P = Picnicking

	T = Tubing

	* = Other activities

	Fee: $, $$, $$$

	Reservations: Y or N

	n/a = Not applicable




For Your Safety



Whenever you are planning a camping trip, whether in a tent or an RV, there are certain preparations that need to be made and important things to consider. Here are a few friendly reminders to help you enjoy your camping experience to the fullest.


  Weather

  The weather in North Carolina can range from hot, hot, hot on the coast in summer to snow on the mountaintops in winter. Do your homework before you head out. Dress in layers; this way you can be prepared for any fluctuations that Mother Nature may throw at you. And always have your rain gear handy just in case.

  A few items I find very useful are zip-off pants and wool socks. The pants are great because they are thin but still keep you warm, and they double as shorts simply by zipping off the legs. And there’s no better way to stay warm in a tent at night than a good pair (or two) of wool socks. There is some truth to the saying “cotton kills.” Once cotton gets wet—from running, hiking, biking, or getting caught in the rain— it stays wet, keeping your body temperature dangerously low in cold weather. Wool, on the other hand, retains heat. The new quick-dry materials are fantastic for their moisture-wicking ability as well.




  Gear

  I don’t care how experienced you are. Even if you’ve camped a thousand times, when it comes time to pack up your gear, you’re bound to forget one thing or another. So follow Santa’s practice of making a list and checking it twice—then check your gear twice too. There’s nothing worse than craving a bowl of warm chili after a long day on the trail and discovering that you forgot a can opener or a lighter for your stove or campfire.

  Here are a few items that are always good to bring along: A foldable camp chair for sitting and reading by the campfire is essential. A tarp for under your tent helps keep the dampness from the ground out. A tarp on top helps if you are in torrential downpours, even if you’ve sprayed your tent with “camp dry,” or to give yourself a little shade in the heat of summer. The last item I really do not leave home without is a pack towel. These chamois-type towels are super lightweight, pack up to be very small, and dry in minutes by simply hanging them out or laying them on a rock for a few minutes in the sun. You can find them at local outfitters or in camping outlets like REI.

  Many of the campgrounds in this guide are deep within the forest, in very remote areas that are far from towns, hospitals, and civilization. This may be part of why you came here in the first place. But there is some risk associated with this isolation. You may not have a cell phone signal, so it’s a good idea to bring a first-aid kit and plenty of food and water. If you’re in an RV, gas up when you can. Always give someone your itinerary before heading out, and let that person know when you expect to return as well.




  Water

  If you need to drink water from a stream or other watercourse, find a strong-flowing stream, and be sure to first chemically treat or filter the water. Many animals drink from these streams and at times use it as a restroom. Keep in mind that even the clearest creek or river still contains tiny bacteria and parasites.




  Poison Ivy, Oak, and Sumac

  All three of these plant irritants are common in the forests of North Carolina. If you do your homework and know how to identify them, you may save yourself some unpleasant itching. A nice little rule of thumb is “leaves of three, let it be,” since poison ivy and poison oak both typically have three leaflets to a leaf.




  Bugs, Bees, and Ticks

  Whether you have known allergies or not, it’s a very good idea to carry Benadryl with you at all times. Once while hiking deep in the forest with Mikey, we were viciously attacked by a swarm of angry bees. I had never been allergic to bees in my life, but the stings were so numerous that I literally started to feel a lump in my throat as my airway began to swell shut. I am a professional paramedic, and this is not an exaggeration. I truly believe that I might not be alive right now if I did not have Benadryl in my pack for both Mikey and myself. If you have known allergies, an EpiPen is essential.

  As you move east into the Piedmont and the coast, mosquitoes and ticks become more prevalent. Insect repellent is sometimes a must to keep the bugs away, especially in the early-evening hours of the hot summer months. Repellent containing DEET seems to deter both mosquitoes and ticks.

  As for ticks, these heat-seeking parasites are sneaky little buggers. It’s a good idea to do a thorough “tick check” each night when you take a shower or before you go to bed. You may not even feel a tiny tick embedding itself under your skin. If you find a tick on you, tweezers work well for removing them.




  Courtesy

  People camp for the peace and quiet. They do not want to hear your favorite song blaring on the radio. Show your neighbors a little courtesy, and remember that campground quiet hours are typically from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.




  Pets

  I’m a big fan of dogs and animals in general. As a matter of fact, my big dog Mikey spent the night in a tent with me at almost every campground in this book. But, as a person camping with a pet, you must be mindful. Not everyone loves your furry friend as much as you do. So keep them on a leash at all times. Again, be courteous if they are very vocal, and always pick up after them.




For Mother Nature’s Safety




  Wildlife

  When you are out in the forest, you are a guest in the forest. Remember, many animals make their home here. Some you may not like, such as snakes and spiders; others, like otters and beavers, are cute and furry. No matter what you come across, whether it’s a snow-white squirrel, a deer, or a bear, please DO NOT FEED WILDLIFE. Often these cuddly critters cannot digest people food, so you may be doing them more harm than good. More important, these animals learn to associate people with food. A bear that associates people with food often becomes a “nuisance” bear and may end up being euthanized to protect the public. As the saying goes, “A fed bear is a dead bear.” Please do not contribute to this. Instead help keep wildlife wild.




  Campfires

  Campfires are one of the many reasons people enjoy camping. A campfire offers you a place to gather with your loved ones and roast marshmallows, tell scary ghost stories, or simply sit and enjoy the flicker of the flames as you listen to the sounds of nature.

  Please be responsible with your fire. You don’t need a massive bonfire to appreciate its warmth and beauty. Always make sure your campfire is completely out prior to vacating your campsite. Do not burn trash. If you collect wood from the forest, only collect felled wood. Never cut live trees or brush to use as firewood. For one thing you are killing the tree. Secondly, green wood does not burn, it smolders. All you will be doing is making an annoyingly smoky fire.

  Many of the campgrounds in this guide sell firewood. I urge you to use the wood provided by the campground rather than bringing your own. You may inadvertently introduce a nonnative invasive species into the forest simply by bringing in your own firewood. For this reason, many campgrounds in state and national forests and parks now prohibit outside firewood.




  Keep a Clean Camp

  Keeping a clean camp is important for a number of reasons. First, plain and simple, littering is just bad. The next people to camp at your site do not want to have to pick up your cigarette butts or bottle caps. Use a trash bag, and be sure to carry out your trash if there’s no receptacle available. Second, do not leave your trash out at night. Raccoons, opossums, and skunks love to rummage for food at night, and there’s no easier target than some unsuspecting camper’s trash.




  Food Storage

  Those same critters that like your trash love your food. I swear raccoons must have opposable thumbs. They can get into just about anything.

  A handful of campgrounds provide bear-proof food storage containers. Black bears are prevalent in North Carolina, especially in the mountains and coastal region. If there are no food containers, store your food in your car or RV at night. If you are sleeping in a tent and do not have a car with you, string your food up between trees. Never bring food into your tent at night in bear country!




  Dishes and Cat Holes

  Wash dishes well away from any natural water source. On a similar and more important note, if no restrooms are provided and you must go in the forest, dig a cat hole to bury your waste at least 200 feet from any creek, lake, etc.




  Leave No Trace

  The last thing I’d like to share with you is a concept known as “no-trace” camping. Simply put: When you leave your campsite, it should be just as you arrived. “Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but footprints.”

  You will hear me refer to “pack it in, pack it out.” This means everything you bring into the forest you should also bring out—leaving no trace, no sign that you were ever there. This makes less impact on the environment and allows other campers to appreciate the natural beauty of their surroundings.




Author’s Favorites



1 Jackrabbit Mountain

9 Rattler Ford Group

10 Horse Cove

12 Cable Cove

17 Balsam Mountain

21 Rocky Bluff

22 Silvermine Group Camp

28 Van Hook Glade

54 Lake James State Park

64 New River State Park: Wagoner Access

70 Lake Norman State Park

83 Canebrake Horse Camp

85 Badin Lake Group Camp

100 B. W. Wells Group Camp

108 J. C. Cooper

110 County Line

118 Carolina Beach State Park

121 Cliffs of the Neuse State Park

130 Fisher’s Landing (Dispersed)

134 Frisco

138 Pettigrew State Park
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The Mountains


  [image: Waterfalls are plentiful in the mountains of North Carolina.]
Waterfalls are plentiful in the mountains of North Carolina.



Cliffside overlooks and breathtaking vistas greet you as you venture out to explore the mountain region of North Carolina. With two national parks and two national forests, this region really packs a punch! Whether you prefer a scenic drive along the Blue Ridge Parkway or wish to rappel down the face of Stone Mountain, you can do it here. Thousands of miles of hiking, mountain bike, bridle, and off-highway-vehicle (OHV) trails traverse the western part of the state. Wildlife ranges from elk to owls, beavers to bears. And hundreds of waterfalls await as creek after creek of crystal-clear water flows down the mountainsides. Watch a traditional Native American dance in Cherokee, hear some local live music in Asheville, go gem mining in Franklin, or see the white squirrels of Brevard. From natural landmarks to historic sites, the possibilities are endless.
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  Murphy to Haysville






	
	
	Total Sites
	Hookup Sites
	Max. RV Length
	Hookups
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking Water
	Dump Station
	Recreation
	Fee
	Reservations





	1
	Jackrabbit Mountain
	100
	0
	128’*

	N
	F
	Y
	Y
	N
	H, M, F, S, B, L
	$$
	Y



	2
	Clay County Park
	99*

	99
	None
	W, E
	F
	Y
	Y
	Y
	S, F, B, L, P
	$$
	Y



	3
	Huskins Hole
	9
	0
	n/a
	N
	V
	N
	N
	N
	H, F, R, P
	No fee
	N



	4
	Bristol Fields (Horse)
	6
	0
	n/a
	N
	V
	N
	N
	N
	H, R, F
	$
	N



	5
	Bob Allison
	*
	0
	n/a
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	H, F, R, P
	No fee
	N



	6
	Hanging Dog
	51
	0
	32’
	N
	F, V
	N
	Y
	Y
	H, M, S F, B, L
	$
	Y





* See campground entry for specific information.

  
    1 Jackrabbit Mountain Campground




    
      Location: Off NC 175 on the east side of Lake Chatuge, about 6 miles southwest of Hayesville

    
      Season: May 1–Sept 30

    
      Sites: 100

    
      Maximum length: 128 feet

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, hot showers, water spigots dispersed, fire rings, picnic tables, lantern holders, trash cans, dump station; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $$

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Tusquitee Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 837-5152; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48912&actid=29. For reservations call (877) 444-6777 or visit www.recreation.gov.

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 175 and US 64 near Hayesville, drive south on NC 175 for 0.9 mile. Veer to the right, head over the bridge, and continue to follow NC 175 until you’ve gone 3.4 miles. Turn right onto Jack Rabbit Road (SR 1155) at the sign for JACKRABBIT MOUNTAIN CAMPGROUND. Follow Jack Rabbit Road for 1.2 miles to a fork. Go left at the fork to get to the campground.

    From the junction of NC 175 and the North Carolina–Georgia state line, drive north on NC 175 for 0.7 mile. Turn left onto Jack Rabbit Road (SR 1155) and follow directions above.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 00.586’ /W83 46.116’

    
      Maps: DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 F4

    
      About the campground: Resting comfortably on a peninsula alongside Lake Chatuge, Jackrabbit Mountain Campground has an ideal location. As you would expect, this campground is a great place to enjoy all that Lake Chatuge has to offer. With a swim beach and a boat launch, water activities are a highlight, but that’s just a taste. Jackrabbit also has horseshoe pits, picnic shelters, and miles and miles of mountain bike and hiking trails.

    
      [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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      The stillness of Lake Chatuge can best be seen at dusk and dawn.

    

    Whether you’re a water child or prefer to stay on dry land, someone who’s always on the go or content sitting lakeside with a good book, you are sure to enjoy this place. Many of the sites are surprisingly wooded, considering they are right along the lake’s edge. Between the pristine location and the abundance of activities, this is easily one of my favorite places to camp within the mountain region.

  

  
    2 Clay County Park Campground




    
      Location: Myers Chapel Road, Hayesville; on the west side of Lake Chatuge, about 2.5 miles southwest of Hayesville

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: 99 RV sites, plus a large tent camping area with no set number of sites

    
      Maximum length: None

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, hot showers, fire rings (RV sites only), picnic tables, lantern holders, water, electric, dump station; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $$

    
      Management: Clay County Parks and Recreation

    
      Contact: (828) 389-3532

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of US 64 and NC 69 in Hayesville, drive east on US 64 for 0.6 mile. Turn right onto Myers Chapel Road (SR 1140) at the sign for CLAY COUNTY RECREATION DEPARTMENT, and continue for 2.2 miles, staying right at the fork. Turn left onto Clay Recreation Park Road. Follow the road to the office, pay the fee, and then continue into the campground.

    From the junction of US 64 and NC 175 near Hayesville, drive west on US 64 for 4.1 miles. Turn left onto Myers Chapel Road, and follow directions above.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 00.391’ / W83 47.821’

    
      Maps: DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 F3

    
      About the campground: What this campground lacks in privacy, it more than makes up for with its lovely lakeside location. Many of the sites sit right on the edge of Lake Chatuge, and you can pull your boat right up to the lake’s edge near your campsite. The campground has a swim area, a boat launch, and a very busy exercise trail that runs through the property and is used daily by many of the locals. A playground and several large picnic pavilions also sit right alongside this wonderful mountain lake.

    There is a specific area designated for tent camping only. This area has tent pads and picnic tables, but the sites are on top of each other, and there are no fire rings. I would recommend Clay County Park for RV campers, especially if you have a boat. If you’re a tent camper, head to the east side of Lake Chatuge and stay at Jackrabbit Mountain Campground for a bit more privacy.

  

  
    3 Huskins Hole Campground




    
      Location: Off FR 340, about 7 miles north of Hayesville and about 15 miles east of Murphy

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: 9

    
      Maximum length: n/a; not recommended for RVs

    
      Facilities: Vault toilets, primitive fire rings; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: None

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest–Tusquitee Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 837-5152; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48916&actid=34

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 69 and US 64 in Hayesville, drive north on NC 69/Business 64 through downtown Hayesville. At 0.8 mile come to a four-way stop sign. Continue straight on NC 69 (Main Street) for 0.1 mile to another stop sign. Turn left here onto Tusquittee Road (SR 1307) and travel for 0.9 mile. Turn left onto Fires Creek Road (SR 1300), and continue for 4.5 miles. Turn right onto Fires Creek Wildlife Road (SR 1344) at the sign for BRISTOL FIELD HORSE CAMP, immediately after crossing the bridge over Fires Creek. Continue on Fires Creek Wildlife Road for 1 mile to Huskins Hole Campground on your left.

    From the junction of US 64 and NC 141 near Murphy, drive east on US 64 for 4.6 miles. Turn left onto the unmarked Fires Creek Road (SR 1300), next to Hill’s Store. Follow Fires Creek Road for 3.8 miles. Turn right onto Fires Creek Wildlife Road (SR 1344), and follow directions above.

    
      [image: Black bears are common throughout the mountains of North Carolina.]
      Black bears are common throughout the mountains of North Carolina.

    

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 05.227’ / W83 52.004’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 E3

    
      About the campground: What used to be known as Fires Creek Campground, Huskins Hole is a small, primitive campground tucked just inside the Fires Creek Recreation Area of the Nantahala National Forest. A small creek runs through the property, adding to its ambience, but be prepared. This campground has the bare minimum when it comes to facilities. The upside: The Fires Creek area contains miles of hiking trails, bridle trails, and some of the best trout fishing in the region.

  

  
    4 Bristol Fields Horse Camp




    
      Location: Off FR 340, about 12 miles north of Hayesville and about 20 miles east of Murphy

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: 6

    
      Maximum length: 50 feet

    
      Facilities: Vault toilets, fire rings, picnic tables, lantern holders, tent pads; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Tusquitee Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 837-5152; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/horseriding-camping/recarea/?recid=49168&actid=30

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 69 and US 64 in Hayesville, drive north on NC 69/Business 64 through downtown Hayesville. At 0.8 mile come to a four-way stop sign. Continue straight on NC 69 (Main Street) for 0.1 mile to another stop sign. Turn left here onto Tusquittee Road (SR 1307) and travel for 0.9 mile. Turn left onto Fires Creek Road (SR 1300), and continue for 4.5 miles. Turn right onto Fires Creek Wildlife Road (SR 1344) at the sign for BRISTOL FIELD HORSE CAMP, immediately after crossing the bridge over Fires Creek. Fires Creek Wildlife Road becomes FR 340 after 1.6 miles. Continue to follow FR 340, coming to a fork at 3.6 miles. Bear right, staying on FR 340 (the left is FR 340A) until you have gone a total of 5.7 miles from Fires Creek Road. Bristol Fields Horse Camp will be on your right at the sign for BRISTOL FIELDS HORSE CAMP.

    From the junction of US 64 and NC 141 near Murphy, drive east on US 64 for 4.6 miles. Turn left onto unmarked Fires Creek Road (SR 1300), next to Hill’s Store. Follow Fires Creek Road for 3.8 miles; turn right onto Fires Creek Wildlife Road (SR 1344), and follow directions above.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 06.395’ / W83 48.763’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 E3

    
      About the campground: Although there are only six sites, they are well groomed, well maintained, and big enough for large RVs or a horse trailer. The campground has a community fire pit with benches around it. The sites sit all in a row, so don’t expect much privacy during your stay. The Fires Creek Recreation Area that surrounds Bristol Fields contains miles of hiking trails, bridle trails, and fantastic fishing. There’s a large open field at the end of the campground, so bring a Frisbee or a football to toss around on your downtime.

  

  
    5 Bob Allison Campground




    
      Location: Off FR 440, about 9 miles northeast of Hayesville

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: Open field; no set number of designated campsites

    
      Maximum length: n/a; not recommended for RVs

    
      Facilities: A handful of primitive fire rings and picnic tables scattered about the loop

    
      Fee per night: None

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Tusquitee Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 837-5152

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 69 and US 64 in Hayesville, drive north on NC 69/Business 64 through downtown Hayesville. At 0.8 mile come to a four-way stop sign. Continue straight on NC 69 (Main Street) for 0.1 mile to another stop sign. Turn left here onto Tusquittee Road (SR 1307) and continue for 8.6 miles. Turn left onto Tuni Gap Road. Tuni Gap Road almost immediately becomes unpaved and after 0.4 mile becomes FR 440. Follow FR 440 for 4.3 miles to Bob Allison Campground on your right.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 08.371’ / W83 41.427’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 E4

    
      About the campground: Isolated—in a word, Bob Allison Campground is just that. This is as rustic as it gets. There is no restroom, not even a vault toilet, so come prepared; and remember that cat holes must be dug at least 200 feet from any water source. There are a few primitive fire rings and picnic tables scattered about the “campground,” but no designated sites.

    
      CAUTION: The small loop “road” that heads through the campground is very rocky. It is imperative that you have a high-clearance vehicle to enter the campground, or you will probably end up doing some serious damage to your car.

    With this in mind, I would categorize this as a tent-only campground—and I use the term “campground” very loosely.

  

  
    6 Hanging Dog Campground




    
      Location: Located on Hiawassee Lake, about 5 miles northwest of Murphy

    
      Season: May 1–Sept 30

    
      Sites: 51

    
      Maximum length: 32 feet

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, fire rings, picnic tables, lantern holders, water spigots dispersed, dump station, no showers; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Tusquitee Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 837-5152; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48914&actid=29. For reservations call (877) 444-6777 or visit www.recreation.gov.

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of US 74/US 19 and US 64 on the east side of Murphy, drive east and up the hill on US 64. As you go through downtown Murphy, US 64 becomes Peachtree Street. Follow it past the courthouse, after which Peachtree Street becomes Tennessee Street. Follow this west. After leaving town, Tennessee Street becomes Joe Brown Highway (SR 1326). Follow Joe Brown Highway west for approximately 5 miles to the entrance to the Hanging Dog Recreation Area on your left. Follow the road through the recreation area for 1 mile to the campground.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 06.336’ / W84 04.939’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 E1

    
      [image: Horses graze in a field on the way to Hanging Dog.]
      Horses graze in a field on the way to Hanging Dog.

    

    
      About the campground: Hanging Dog sits right on the edge of Hiawassee Lake, but don’t expect lakeside camping here. While you can see the water from some of the sites, none of them are right on the lakeshore. There’s a boat launch nearby and an exceptional mountain bike trail system right down the road. Only a few miles from downtown Murphy, this is a great location, just don’t expect a hot shower at the end of the day. There are no shower facilities on the property.

  






  Robbinsville






	
	
	Total Sites
	Hookup Sites
	Max. RV Length
	Hookups
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking Water
	Dump Station
	Recreation
	Fee
	Reservations





	7
	Pine Ridge and Santeetlah Lake (Dispersed)
	48
	0
	n/a
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	H, R, F, B, L, P
	No fee
	N



	8
	Santeetlah Creek (Dispersed)
	18
	0
	n/a
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	H, R, F, P
	No fee
	N



	9
	Rattler Ford (Group)
	4
	0
	n/a
	N
	F
	Y
	Y
	N
	H, F
	$$$
	Y



	10
	Horse Cove
	18
	0
	30’
	N
	F, V
	N
	Y
	N
	H, F, L*

	$$
	N



	11
	Cheoah Point
	23
	6
	40’
	E, W
	F
	Y
	Y
	N
	H, S, F, B, L, P
	$$-$$$
	Y



	12
	Cable Cove
	26
	0
	40’
	N
	V
	N
	Y
	N
	H, F, B, L, P
	$$
	N



	13
	Tsali
	42
	0
	40’
	N
	F
	Y
	Y
	N
	H, M, R, F, B, L, P
	$$
	N





* See campground entry for specific information.

  
    7 Pine Ridge and Santeetlah Lake Dispersed Camping




    
      Location: Alongside Santeetlah Lake, about 6 miles north of Robbinsville

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: 48

    
      Maximum length: n/a; tents only

    
      Facilities: Fire rings, picnic tables, lantern holders; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: None

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Cheoah Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov/activity/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/?recid=48112&actid=34

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 143 (Santeetlah Road) and US 129 in Robbinsville, drive southwest on NC 143 for 1 mile to the Cheoah District Ranger Station on your right.

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 B3

    
      About the campground: The dispersed camping in this part of the Cheoah Ranger District is some of the best primitive camping around. The sites are located all around Lake Santeetlah and literally sit right along the banks of the lake, giving you wonderful waterfront views. The only downside is that the sites are right alongside the road as well, so you have the occasional car passing close by. These campsites are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

    With so many dispersed campsites within the district, I’ve provided driving directions to the ranger station, where you can obtain maps and more information. There are hiking trails and a boat launch within the area, and you can fish right from many of the sites. But make sure you have a North Carolina state fishing license before casting your line.

    
      [image: chpt_fig_007.jpg]
    

  

  
    8 Santeetlah Creek Dispersed Camping




    
      Location: Off FR 81, about 11 miles west of Robbinsville

    
      Season: Year-round

    
      Sites: 18

    
      Maximum length: n/a; tents only

    
      Facilities: Fire rings, picnic tables, lantern holders; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: None

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Cheoah Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov/activity/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/?recid=48112&actid=34

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 143 (Santeetlah Road) and US 129 in Robbinsville, drive southwest on NC 143 for 1 mile to the Cheoah District Ranger Station on your right.

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 B2

    
      About the campground: The Santeetlah Creek dispersed campsites sit deep within the Nantahala National Forest off FR 81. The sites are nicely placed alongside Santeetlah Creek, which is stocked with trout from the local fish hatchery. Aside from fishing, you will find miles of hiking and bridle trails within easy reach. I also recommend hiking in the nearby Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest to see some of the national forest’s most spectacular trees.

    Campsites are on a first-come, first-served basis. I’ve provided driving directions to the ranger station, where you can obtain maps and more information.

  

  
    9 Rattler Ford Group Camp




    
      Location: About 11 miles west of Robbinsville

    
      Season: Apr 1–Oct 31

    
      Sites: 4; up to 25 people per site

    
      Maximum length: n/a; tents only

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, hot showers, fire rings, picnic tables; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $$$

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Cheoah Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48926&actid=33. For reservations call (877) 444-6777 or visit www.recreation.gov.

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 143 (Santeetlah Road) and US 129 in Robbinsville, drive west on NC 143 for 6.8 miles. Turn right onto Rattler Ford Campground Road (SR 1159) at the sign for the JOYCE KILMER WILDERNESS, and continue 1.9 miles to the campground on your left.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 21.668’ / W83 54.928’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 C2

    
      About the campground: Four large, wooded, and private group camping areas await you at Rattler Ford Group Camp. With a creek passing right through the property, a volleyball court, and horseshoe pits, this is one of my favorite places for group camping in the mountain region.

  

  
    10 Horse Cove Campground




    
      Location: On FR 409, about 13 miles northwest of Robbinsville

    
      Season: Apr 15–Oct 31; a few sites open year-round

    
      Sites: 18

    
      Maximum length: 30 feet

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, vault toilets (winter months), fire rings, charcoal grills, picnic tables, lantern holders, water spigots dispersed, trash cans, no showers; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $$

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Cheoah Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48924&actid=29

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of NC 143 (Santeetlah Road) and US 129 in Robbinsville, drive west on NC 143 for 6.8 miles. Turn right onto Rattler Ford Campground Road (SR 1159) at the sign for the JOYCE KILMER WILDERNESS, and continue 2.2 miles. Turn right onto Joyce Kilmer Road (SR 1134) and travel for 0.2 mile. Turn left onto FR 409 and into the campground.

    From the junction of US 129 (Tapaco Road) and Joyce Kilmer Road (SR 1134), drive west on Joyce Kilmer Road for 5.5 miles. Turn right onto FR 409 and into the campground.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 21.902’ / W83 55.155’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 B2

    
      About the campground: You’ll enjoy beautiful mountain lake views as you make your way to Horse Cove Campground. Once you arrive you’ll find well-spaced sites that sit along the edge of a clear-running creek. The sounds of the creek and the privacy these campsites have to offer make this one of my favorite campgrounds, despite the fact that there are no shower facilities.

    While you’re here, be sure to take some time to explore the Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest. It is home to more than one hundred different species of trees, many of which are over 100 feet tall. The sight of these champion trees is simply awe inspiring!

  

  
    11 Cheoah Point Campground




    
      Location: Alongside Santeetlah Lake, about 6 miles north of Robbinsville

    
      Season: Apr 15–Oct 31

    
      Sites: 23; cabin rentals also available

    
      Maximum length: 40 feet

    
      Facilities: Flush toilets, hot showers, water spigots dispersed, electric, fire rings, picnic tables; pet friendly

    
      Fee per night: $$–$$$

    
      Management: Nantahala National Forest—Cheoah Ranger District

    
      Contact: (828) 479-6431; www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins/recarea/?recid=48928&actid=29. For reservations call (877) 444-6777 or visit www.recreation.gov.

    
      [image: Fog rises above the Santeetlah Dam.]
      Fog rises above the Santeetlah Dam.

    

    
      Finding the campground: From the junction of US 129 and NC 143 in Robbinsville, drive north on US 129 for 5.6 miles. Turn left onto Santeetlah Dam Road (SR 1146), and continue for 0.1 mile. Make a hard left turn onto Thunderbird Mountain Road, and travel 0.6 mile to the campground on your right.

    From the junction of US 129 and NC 28 near Tapoco, drive south on US 129 for approximately 10.75 miles. Turn right onto Santeetlah Dam Road (SR 1146), and follow directions above.

    
      GPS coordinates: N35 22.223’ / W83 52.151’

    
      Maps:
      DeLorme: North Carolina Atlas & Gazetteer: Page 50 B3

    
      About the campground: Cheoah Point Campground sits on a little peninsula on Santeetlah Lake. The sites are rather open to one another so you don’t get a ton of privacy here. The RV sites in particular are placed right on top of one another, but they do have electric and water hookups. The tent sites offer a bit more privacy. Some of them require a short walk down to the lake’s edge to set up camp, giving you a prime waterfront camping experience.
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