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Why Christians Are Labeled Intolerant, Irrelevant, Oppressive, and Dangerous—and How We Can Turn the Tide
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“It is not an overstatement to say that Jim Denison writes with the voice of a prophet, the insights of a cultural apologist, and the heart of a pastor. In The Coming Tsunami, Dr. Denison warns us of the tidal waves of ideologies that have rapidly caused our society to devolve and stripped us of biblical values. However, far from leaving us in despair, Denison provides us with the life raft of hope to survive. The bad news is that the tsunami is upon us; the good news is that it is possible for us to have gospel influence even in today’s torrent of lies and deception if we stand on God’s unwavering truth and his unending grace.”


—Chris Brooks, Senior Pastor of Woodside Bible Church and Host of Equipped with Chris Brooks


“Dr. Jim Denison invites us to engage our current cultural moment with urgency and consequence. His road map involves intellectual ferocity, cultural relevance, and compassionate generosity. We are five minutes until midnight. Engage.”


—Dr. Mac Pier, Founder, Movement.org; Co-Catalyst for Cities, Lausanne


“In my work with Christ-following CEOs around the country, I’ve heard their growing concern about the challenges of being a Christian leader in America. Our moral compass as a nation is changing its true north. What was once perceived as true, even a decade ago, is being challenged and a new radically different cultural journey is being plotted. That’s one reason I’m grateful for Jim Denison’s new book, one I know will help all Christ-following leaders understand and better prepare for their leadership journey ahead—one where secularism might just become the dominant religion of our day.”


—Rick Lytle, President and CEO, CEO Forum, Inc.


“This book is a clarion call for Christians who want to make a difference in a culture that may no longer want to hear our voice. The Coming Tsunami covers immense ground, but I especially appreciate Jim’s chapter on the necessary medical ethics questions we should be asking of our ‘post-truth’ culture. If you want to learn how to live in this new world—but not be of this new world—read this book.”


—Joel Allison, Former CEO of Baylor Scott & White Health


“We are presently enduring a cultural tidal wave crashing in on all fronts. For many of us in higher education, we realize the impact cultural shifts will have before reaching the shores of society at large. Dr. Jim Denison has helped us on numerous occasions carefully navigate the stormy cultural waters of our day. This book is an outstanding resource that will strengthen your faith, provide timely wisdom, and reveal incredible biblical insight for the challenges we face as Christians today.”


—Adam C. Wright, Ph.D., President, Dallas Baptist University


“I can’t imagine trying to navigate today’s ideological tidal waves without this indispensable guide. In these pages, Denison captures the essence of every major cultural current and poses a thoughtful, redemptive response. He speaks truth without hate and offers correction without condemnation. Be assured our entire church staff will be given this seminal work as a must-read for facing an uncertain future with a certain faith.”


—Howard K. Batson, Ph.D., Pastor, First Baptist Church of Amarillo
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Foreword


A tsunami warning can be terrifying. An earthquake many miles away under the ocean sends a wall of water in your direction. You cannot stop it, but fortunately you can seek higher ground if you receive the warning in time.


Dr. Jim Denison warns us of a cultural tsunami brought about by four cultural earthquakes. The philosophy of postmodernism has created a post-truth culture where the truth becomes “your truth.” The sexual revolution has changed sexual mores. Racial identity is forged through critical race theory and other associated isms and ideologies. Attacks on Christians are encouraged and celebrated as a secular religion grows stronger every day.


He wisely explains how these secular forces also show up in the desire to pass the misnamed Equality Act and how major businesses have become “woke.” He even describes how these secular waves influence how we think about genetics and designer babies.


The response to a physical tsunami is to retreat to safer ground. Jim Denison is not calling for us to run away from these waves but to defend biblical truth, to defend biblical sexuality, to defend biblical equality, and to defend biblical Christians.


His book helps us diagnose the state of our culture by identifying these earthquakes. But it also offers a prescription of proactive, biblical steps to redeem the challenges we face today.


This is a book you need to buy, read, and apply immediately.


Kerby Anderson


President, Probe Ministries


Host, Point of View radio talk show










Warning signs


The interior of an office building shakes uncontrollably. A large swath of ceiling crumbles to the floor of an airport. Endless, surging waves shove two-ton cars as if they were toys. Rumbling debris flows through a wide city street.


Then the real terror begins.


People scramble to higher ground. Those already in a secure place hoist others up. The camera quickly pans left and reveals the imminent threat a few dozen feet beneath them: an ocean of surging water irrevocably changing their landscape.


To watch this footage of dual natural disasters compiled by National Geographic is to witness the raw, unpredictable, and tragic power of nature.


The details are just as staggering. On March 11, 2011, at 2:46 p.m. local time, an earthquake struck forty-five miles northeast of Japan.


Less than an hour later, the first of several tsunami waves hit Japan’s coastline. They reached heights of up to 128 feet and traveled inland as far as six miles, flooding an area of approximately 217 square miles.


Nearly 16,000 people were killed. More than 120,000 buildings were destroyed; 726,000 others were damaged. The tsunami caused a cooling system failure at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. The total economic cost could reach $235 billion, making it the costliest natural disaster in world history.


The damage could have been even worse.


Tokyo residents received a minute of warning thanks to Japan’s earthquake early-warning systems. The system stopped high-speed trains and factory assembly lines. People also received text alerts about the earthquake and tsunami warnings on their cellphones.


However, the Japan Meteorological Agency was criticized in the tsunami’s aftermath for issuing an initial warning that underestimated the size of the wave. In some regions, only 58 percent of people headed for higher ground immediately after the earthquake.


In addition, officials had issued sixteen tsunami warnings in the previous four years, but many people experienced only small or negligible tsunamis. As a result, they became complacent; 10 percent of those interviewed after the tragedy did not think a tsunami would come at all.


This book is a warning sign.


I pray that the full brunt of the cultural tsunami I see coming fails to arrive. But I fear that the reverberations of past earthquakes have already arrived on our shores.


The tsunami is coming. Are you ready?



A lopsided conflict?


It is often said that America is caught in the throes of a culture war. However, in recent years, it’s become a lopsided conflict at best.


Consider how Americans have changed their minds on the moral acceptability of these behaviors over the last twenty years:




	Same-sex relationships rose from 40 percent to 66 percent.


	Out-of-marriage childbirth rose from 59 percent to 66 percent.


	Sex between unmarried adults rose from 53 percent to 72 percent.


	Divorce rose from 59 percent to 77 percent.





As an evangelical Christian, I grieve each of these trends. I view these issues through a biblical lens and therefore believe that these behaviors are outside of God’s will for us. But when people like me declare this truth in public, we are immediately dismissed as homophobic, bigoted, and even dangerous to society.


Unsurprisingly, 66 percent of white evangelical Protestants say their religious beliefs conflict with mainstream American culture; only 42 percent of all US adults feel the same way. And 77 percent of white evangelicals expect to lose influence under the Biden administration.


What is going on?


A threat we’ve never faced


Tsunamis are produced when earthquakes or volcanic eruptions far beneath the ocean’s surface produce giant waves on that surface that devastate those in their path. In the same way, the moral and spiritual tsunamis we are experiencing have their origins in events and ideas that are less apparent to us.


These tidal waves are threatening to submerge evangelical Christians in America and the biblical morality we proclaim. But here’s the good news: unlike tsunami’s in nature, which cannot be stopped once they have been created, it’s not too late to stop the moral tsunamis of our day.


If we will identify the four earthquakes that have created these tidal waves and recognize the enormous danger they represent, we can then take proactive, biblical steps to redeem these challenges as opportunities for God’s word and grace.


But we must act now.


I believe evangelical Christians are facing a threat we have not faced before in American history. In fact, the more I have worked on this book, the more gravely concerned I have become. I know this sounds like hyperbole intended to sell books, but it’s not. It’s my heartfelt conviction based on the facts we will discuss throughout this book.


Defining “evangelicals”


Before I proceed, I need to clarify what I mean by “evangelicals.” The term has become politicized and is often used in a highly pejorative way today. For my purposes, however, I am referring not to a political group but to those who espouse a specific set of beliefs.


In addition, I am referring to evangelicals in America. I recognize and celebrate the fact that evangelicals are found around the world. It has been my privilege to work personally with evangelicals in Cuba, China, Bangladesh, South America, and across Europe. However, their cultural issues are often different from those we face in the US.


For this reason, and because I have far less personal insight into challenges in other cultures, I am restricting my focus in this book to American evangelicals.


The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) is one of the leading organizations for evangelicals in the US. It notes that the term evangelical comes from the Greek word euangelion, meaning the “good news” or the “gospel.” Thus, evangelical faith focuses on the “good news” that salvation is available to lost people through faith in Jesus Christ.


The NAE cites a summary of evangelical distinctives first proposed by historian David Bebbington and now used widely:




	Conversionism: the belief that we need to be transformed through a “born-again” experience and a lifelong process of following Jesus as Lord


	Activism: expressing and demonstrating the gospel in missionary and social reform efforts


	Biblicism: a high regard for and obedience to Scripture as our ultimate authority


	Crucicentrism: a stress on the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross as making possible our redemption





In addition, evangelicals stand apart from the rest of society on a variety of moral issues:




	Of evangelicals, 32 percent say “religious belief is a matter of personal opinion [and] not about objective truth,” in contrast to 60 percent of Americans who agree.


	Of white evangelicals, 67 percent would make abortion illegal except in cases of rape, incest, or threats to a mother’s life; only 37 percent of all Americans agree.


	
Of white evangelicals, 34 percent support same-sex marriage, in contrast to 70 percent of all Americans who agree.





In summary, when I speak of American “evangelicals,” I am referring to people who believe the Bible is our ultimate authority, salvation is only through faith in Christ, non-Christians need to hear and accept the gospel, and the Bible forbids all sexual relationships outside of a monogamous marriage of one man and one woman.


While I consider these beliefs to be the orthodox, biblical positions of Christians for twenty centuries, those who embrace them today are increasingly marginalized and rejected by our secularized society. By contrast, those who identify as Christians but do not embrace these tenets are under far less attack today.


It’s starting to rain


Before I proceed, let me offer some personal background.


My father was very active in his church until he fought in World War II and then never attended worship again. As a result, I grew up in a loving home but with no spiritual life and all my dad’s questions: Why is there war? What about other religions? Why does God allow suffering? What about science and faith?


I was invited to church as a teenager and felt attracted to the faith of those I met there. At the age of fifteen, I prayed a salvation prayer and was baptized a few months later. However, my questions persisted. Encountering C. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity was transforming for me—for the first time, I met someone who grappled with intellectual questions as I did.


From that day to this, my calling has been to help people respond biblically and redemptively to the intellectual and cultural issues of our day. My life verse is Ephesians 4:12, “to equip the saints for the work of ministry.” My mission is to help the church change the culture.


I earned a Ph.D. in philosophy of religion and apologetics and have taught in four seminaries in the areas of faith and culture. I pastored four churches with a combined membership of over twenty thousand; in each, my mission was to help our members use their influence to shape the culture. We founded Denison Forum, a nonprofit ministry that considers the day’s news from a biblical perspective, in 2009 so I could devote full-time attention to this calling.


Over these decades, I have been following cultural developments with professional and personal passion. I say all of that to say this: I have never been as concerned about the trajectory of our culture as I am today. I have never been as convinced that evangelical Christians face unprecedented condemnation and opposition as I am today. And I have never been as burdened about the future of our nation and the threat of divine judgment as I am right now.


It feels as if I have been building an ark all my life, and now it is starting to rain.


Os Guinness notes:




There are times when history and human decisions appear to meet in a single point to cast the die of a nation’s fortunes—for Rome, Caesar’s crossing the Rubicon; for England, Sir Francis Drake’s defeat of the Spanish Armada; for the United States, the first shots fired at Lexington and Concord.


There are other times when the fateful hinge is a period and not a day, when the accumulated consequences of an era stamp history as sharply as any date or event. So it was with the Civil War era; thus it was also with the Depression years.





We are living in such an era now. Whether the “fateful hinge” of history swings toward God’s favor or his judgment is the pressing question of our day.


This book is intended to equip Christians to understand where we are, how we got here, and how we can respond redemptively. We’ll identify the four specific threats we face, explore their consequences for evangelicals and our larger culture, and chart strategic and redemptive ways we can respond before it is too late.


In other words, four major earthquakes occurred in the last century that have shifted the ground beneath our feet. Whether you’re aware of their occurrence or where they originated makes no difference. The coming cultural tsunami will greatly affect you as a Christian in the coming years—if it hasn’t already. It will undoubtedly influence and affect your children and grandchildren.


But, as Christians, we are never without hope.


The Bible describes men from the tribe of Issachar “who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do” (1 Chronicles 12:32). Let’s join their tribe, to the glory of God.


With God’s help and by his grace, let’s turn the tide of this tsunami before it overtakes us.


NOTE: This book is intended to be an introduction to the threats evangelicals are facing today. For updated responses to continuing news and issues, as well as practical steps for pastors, Christian leaders, churches, and ministries, I invite you to consult the companion website at thecomingtsunami.com.










PART 1 Four earthquakes





“Opinion has caused more trouble on this little earth than plagues or earthquakes.”


— VOLTAIRE










As multiple earthquakes hundreds of miles away from any shore can result in a singular, sweeping tsunami that plunges a country’s coastline into chaos, so too can long-past cultural upheavals threaten to drown Christianity. Though dozens of such quakes have occurred in the past, this book focuses on four in particular:




	The rise of a “post-truth” culture


	The rise of the sexual revolution


	The rise of Critical Theory


	The rise of secular religion





While each “quake” rightly deserves its own long-form treatment, I see the confluence of these events as the gravest threat that evangelical Christianity has ever faced in my lifetime. Taken together, the cultural acceptance of these four ideologies has seismically shifted our world. And I do not believe that their repercussions have yet to be fully experienced.


However, our calling as Christians is not to flee, even from imminent danger. Rather, we were given a mandate two thousand years ago to do just the opposite.


Every Christian’s commission


One of my favorite places on earth is Caesarea Philippi. Situated twenty-five miles north of the Sea of Galilee at the base of Mount Hermon, the site is named for Philip II, the third son of Herod the Great, who made it his capital city following his famous father’s death.


Whenever I lead study tours to Israel, we always make our way here. The location is stunning in its beauty: a massive cliff stands before us in which a large cave is situated. A torrent of water springs from the ground beneath the cave and forms a beautiful river. The entire area has been made into a park where families and school groups come to spend the day.


Despite its beauty, the area has long been associated with idolatry. Fourteen temples to the worship of Baal have been identified in the vicinity. Travelers carved niches in the cliff in which they placed their personal idols in the hopes that they would protect them.


In addition, Herod the Great built a marble temple in front of the cave to the worship of Augustus Caesar. Adjacent temples were constructed for Zeus and other gods of the Greek and Roman pantheon.


The site was especially used for the worship of the Greek god Pan, who was thought to have lived in the large cave located here. The area is therefore known today as Banias, the Arabic version of Panias (Arabic has no equivalent for the letter “p”). The worship of Pan involved forms of sexual immorality I will not describe here. Suffice it to say, absolutely horrific things happened in this place.


The cave where Pan was thought to have lived originally opened to a chasm through which the spring flowed. The ancient Jewish historian Josephus described it as “a horrible precipice, that descends abruptly to a vast depth: it contains a mighty quantity of water, which is immovable; and when anybody lets down anything to measure the depth of the earth beneath the water, no length of cord is sufficient to reach it.” An earthquake in 1837 filled the cave and diverted the spring, which now emerges at its base.


Because this chasm was deeper than ancient people could measure, they thought of it as the gate or entrance to the underworld, or Hades, or “hell.” As a result, an ancient inscription testifies to the cave and its immeasurable spring as the “gate of hell.”


Standing here, confronting every kind of idolatry known to their day, Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Matthew 16:13). They told him that some thought him to be John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or another prophet (v. 14). Then he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” (v. 15).


Peter responded with his famous declaration, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16). In return, Jesus announced, “On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (v. 18).


This was the first time Jesus used the word church. He founded his church, not at the temple in Jerusalem or the synagogue in Capernaum, but at Caesarea Philippi while standing before the gates of hell.


I am convinced that Jesus was pointing to that cave and the idolatrous immorality it represented when he said literally of his church, “And the gates of hell shall not withstand its assault.”


From then until now, our commission has been to “assault the gates of hell,” to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19), to be Jesus’ witnesses “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).


This commission to attack the gates of hell by sharing the good news of God’s love has never been more urgent or dangerous for American Christians than it is today.








“We live in the postmodern world, where everything is possible and almost nothing is certain.” —VACLAV HAVEL






1 The rise of a “post-truth” culture: Are evangelicals intolerant?



I remember vividly when I was caught in a riptide in the Gulf of Mexico.


Our family had come to the beach at Galveston for the day. I was in elementary school at the time. Despite my parents’ warnings, I ventured out farther into the ocean than I should have. Before I knew it, an undercurrent had captured me and was sweeping me away from land. I tried to fight it, but the harder I swam, the farther I was carried from safety.


Then I remembered my mother’s admonition: if you’re caught in an undertow, don’t try to swim against it. Instead, swim parallel to the beach. Eventually, you’ll make your way out of the riptide to safety. That’s what I did, finally getting back to land.


But I’ll always remember the power of that unseen current.


Erwin Lutzer describes a “cultural current” as “a dominant idea promoted by the media and willingly adopted by a critical mass of people who want to believe a myth so badly they will close their minds to all contrary evidence.” He warns: “When such a cultural movement gains momentum, people will stare at facts and filter out what they don’t want to believe. Contrary evidence will be ignored or reinterpreted to fit their deepest wishes. And the more people who believe the myth, the more difficult it is for those who wish to counter it. In a spirit of euphoria, all warning signs are brushed aside. Before we know it, we are in a world where facts do not matter.”


We are in such a “cultural current” today.



The truth becomes your truth


The Christian movement was founded on the factual claim that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of God, our Savior and Lord. He himself taught us that he is “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). He assured his followers, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31–32). Then Jesus proved the truth of his words by his miraculous deeds and, most of all, by his resurrection from the dead (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:19–20).


“Truth” for the first Christians was objective and based on the revelation of God through his word and his Son. The first generations of the Christian movement saw the church spreading throughout the Roman Empire and beyond to share this truth with the world. As Christianity moved beyond its Jewish roots, however, it began engaging with the secular, pagan world. In those days, centuries before a printed Bible, the question of truth arose again.


Over time, the church came to believe that its creeds, councils, and papal pronouncements were the authorities by which God’s word was to be interpreted.


Fast-forward to the eighteenth century and the Enlightenment. German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724–1804) spoke for many with his injunction, “Have courage to use your own reason!” Whether we are thinking of the Enlightenment in France, Scotland, Germany, Switzerland, England, or America, the common narrative was a call to question inherited beliefs and to seek progress through personal reason.


Kant’s contributions to the nature of objective truth were especially significant. To summarize a very complex subject, he taught us that our minds interpret our senses, resulting in “knowledge.” However, since your sensory experiences are different from mine and your mind interprets your senses in ways that are unique to you, there can be no such thing as “objective” truth. All truth claims by definition must be subjective and personal.


A secular utopia


Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard (1813–1855) believed that truth is chosen and acted upon. Faith is not mere intellectual assent but the total commitment of our lives to something or someone. Such commitment is by definition subjective since its results cannot be known before they are experienced. His passion for the individual’s choice made Kierkegaard the “father of existentialism.” The philosophy attributed to him stresses personal choice and identity as the basis for life.


German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (1844–1900) agreed with Kant that our language reflects not reality itself but our experience of it. For example, there is no such thing as “leaves,” only individual “leafs” that we experience and synthesize into a universal concept. Nietzsche therefore claimed that language is purely individual and the imposition of our “will to power” on others. He was convinced that the “will to power” is the basic drive in human nature and urged us to assert our own “will” to become overcomers in the world.


Charles Sanders Peirce (1839–1914) further taught that truth is “opinion which is fated to be ultimately agreed to by all who investigate.” What works for most people will be true, a philosophy known as “pragmatism.”


These thinkers set the stage for what is now known as “postmodernism,” the worldview that sees all truth claims as personal, individual, and subjective. Three men especially advanced this narrative and formed our culture’s view of truth today.




	Michel Foucault (1926–84) agreed with Nietzsche that we must reject all claims to objective knowledge and instead focus on our personal experiences.


	Jacques Derrida (1930–2004) believed that we “create” our own world by speaking of it. He taught that language possesses no fixed meaning and is not connected to a fixed reality.


	Richard Rorty (1931–2007), one of America’s most popular philosophers, taught that since no foundational truths exist apart from our ability to use words to describe them, “truth” is our description of the world in a way that works for us.





In Rorty’s view, society must banish any attempts to require and enforce one particular view of reality and truth over another. In this way, we can build stronger communities in which people will be more tolerant of each other. His vision offers an enticing, accessible, and nonjudgmental alternative to the Christian worldview built upon a single Way, Truth, and Life (John 14:6).


However, as we will see later, to claim there is no such thing as absolute truth is to make an absolute truth claim. Those who reject objective ethics can claim no intrinsic ability to judge even the Holocaust or 9/11 since they were the expression of the “truths” of their perpetrators.


The media is driven by narrative, not news


When Prince Harry and Meghan announced that they would no longer deal with the UK’s biggest tabloid newspapers, their statement made global headlines. Their decision came as no surprise, but their explanation is worth considering: “When power is enjoyed without responsibility, the trust we all place in this much-needed industry is degraded.”


During the coronavirus pandemic, Gallup asked Americans to rate the way nine leaders and institutions are responding to the crisis. US hospitals came in first with an 88 percent approval rating. Dead last, at 44 percent, was the news media. This is not a new trend. Between 2003 and 2016, the percentage of Americans who said they trust the media fell from 53 percent to 32 percent.


America’s founders understood the vital role a free press plays in strengthening democracy, which is why they made this freedom part of the First Amendment to the US Constitution. I remember a day when journalist Walter Cronkite was known as “the most trusted man in America” and the news media were valued for their objectivity.


What changed?


The Columbia Journalism Review reports that there has been a profound shift in news coverage from “who, what, when, and where” to “why.” The writer thinks his colleagues should be more transparent about this shift: “It may be time for journalists to acknowledge that they write from a set of values, not simply from a disinterested effort at truth.”


In a culture that rejects objective values and absolute truth claims, each person’s opinion is their “truth,” media included. As a result, it is now commonplace for media and platforms to report narratives more than news, interpreting events and seeking to persuade their audience to adopt their worldview. What was once the purview of the opinion pages and editorials is now the philosophy behind “news” reporting.


Social media platforms are increasingly aligned with the secular worldview of our day as well. As we will see in chapter 7, they illustrate a movement of businesses that promote LGBTQ agendas and other “woke” ideologies. It is therefore unsurprising that these platforms would censor content with which they disagree, including content from those who embrace biblical morality.


Rather than reporting the world objectively, the real business of media is business. They must know what constituents their advertisers seek to reach, then create content that appeals to these constituents. Since objectivity is impossible, subjectivity rules.


And “truth” loses.


The foundational quake


Apologist Mary Jo Sharp writes:




We live in a time when it has become difficult to discuss belief in God in our society. Why? Many factors may contribute but a prominent reason is that our society has steadily grown more skeptical that such a thing as truth exists. Yet, in our daily conversations and lives, most people will not explicitly say, “I’m not sure that truth exists.” The people we encounter more likely have been influenced by their culture much more subtly—even subconsciously—to believe that no one has the truth. They will have a hard time articulating why they don’t believe in truth or that they don’t believe truth exists. Rather, they will use cultural catch phrases, “We should be tolerant;” “Don’t be a hater;” “Everyone has their own way;” and “Who are you to judge?”





She is right: most Americans who deny the existence of truth can’t explain or defend their denial. But this makes the consequences of our “post-truth” culture no less dangerous.


The postmodern denial of truth is the first earthquake contributing to the cultural tsunami against which biblical Christians are standing today. It is also foundational to all the others. To shift the analogy, it is the first layer of the cake many are consuming.


This rejection of objective truth undermines or denies every essential truth claim of the Christian faith:




	Jesus said to his Father, “Your word is truth” (John 17:17). However, this cannot be the case if there is no such thing as “truth.” As a result, the Bible is merely a diary of religious experience rather than the authoritative word of God.


	Jesus said of himself, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). However, this cannot be true if “the” way, “the” truth, or “the” life do not exist. As a result, evangelism is the improper imposition of our personal truth on others.


	Peter proclaimed, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). However, a postmodernist would reply that this was just his truth, not the truth, since we know that the truth does not exist.


	Jesus commissioned his followers to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). To a postmodernist, this is the improper imposition of our culture on other cultures.





As we will see, this denial of truth casts those who believe in biblical truth as outdated and irrelevant at best, if not dangerous to society and our best future.


And when arguments based on objective truth no longer have merit in the court of public opinion, who adjudicates sexuality and gender?


If the first quake of the rise of our post-truth culture was harder to detect, the second quake has made headlines for decades.











“Part of the sexual revolution is bringing rationality to sexuality. Because when you don’t embrace sexuality in a normal way, you get the twisted kinds, and the kinds that destroy lives.” —HUGH HEFNER






2 The rise of the sexual revolution: Are evangelicals irrelevant?



I am writing this book in June 2021. Since President Bill Clinton declared June “Gay & Lesbian Pride Month” in 1999, this has also been a month that celebrates LGBTQ people and ideology. As a measure of our society’s evolution on this subject, we are seeing responses to “pride” that are unprecedented in our nation’s history.


For example, Kellogg’s cereal unveiled products celebrating the fact that “no matter who you are, who you love, or what pronouns you use, you’re too awesome to fit into a (cereal) box.” The children’s cartoon Rugrats has been relaunched, this time with a lesbian single mom as one of the characters.


Not to be outdone, Nickelodeon released a video by its kids’ program Blue’s Clues & You! that takes place at a Pride parade. It is narrated by an animated version of drag performer and activist Nina West. The video includes families with two moms, two dads, trans-identified members, and “ace, bi and pan” parents. One of the characters displays scars from surgery used to change its gender from female to male. The narrator sings, “Love is love is love you see, and everyone should love proudly.” West adds, “Allies to the queer community can love their friends so proudly.”


Also in June 2021, the San Francisco Giants became the first Major League Baseball team to wear Pride uniforms. Their on-field caps featured the “SF” logo with colors depicting the Progress Pride Flag; each jersey had a patch on the right sleeve depicting the design.


These stories illustrate the second cultural earthquake that biblical Christians must understand before it changes the world our children and grandchildren will inhabit.


“The detrimental impact of sexual repression”


In The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self, historian Carl Trueman explains our cultural march to sexual “freedom” with precision and clarity. He begins with writer Charles Taylor’s concept of competing worldviews identified as mimesis and poiesis. The mimetic worldview considers the world to have meaning that humans must discover and live by. Poiesis, by contrast, believes the world to be “raw material” out of which individuals create meaning and purpose.


Trueman explains our progression from the mimetic to the poietic through the work of Philip Rieff, who traced culture from the political man (Greece), the religious man (Christianity), the economic man (Capitalism/Marx), and finally to the psychological man (Modern). We are now in the era of the psychological man with its quest for affirmation and commitment to “expressive individualism.”


According to this worldview, it is left to each of us to discover and forge meaning in the world wherever and however we wish. We are like people standing before a Jackson Pollock painting seeking to connect its apparently random splotches into cohesive meaning for ourselves.


Jean-Jacques Rousseau was instrumental in this cultural trajectory with his argument that social structures create evils. The individual before society is basically good; morality would come easily to us if we were in nature. Authenticity, free from societal restraints, is the key to flourishing, or so Rousseau claimed. Romantic poets such as William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and William Blake stirred the sentiments of their audiences and provoked emotivism that brought Rousseau’s ideas to the masses.


As previously noted, Friedrich Nietzsche contributed to this narrative with his denial of objective meaning in language and his encouragement for us to overcome the power motives of others. Karl Marx added that human nature is always in flux because it is swayed by economic factors and is materialistically determined by them. Charles Darwin convinced us that we are essentially animals with no need (or capacity for) a higher explanation for life.


Sigmund Freud then provided the crucial link to the sexual revolution with his assertion that we are sexual beings at our core. He convinced many that sexual freedom and authenticity are vital to flourishing for individuals and society. His protégé Wilhelm Reich argued that sexual expression was natural and that the control of sexual energies by the family, institutionalized sexual morality, and the state were destructive. In his view, sexual repression profoundly distorted psychological development.


Jeffrey Escoffier writes:




It is difficult to overestimate the impact of Wilhelm Reich’s thinking about sexuality on intellectuals and more indirectly on the general culture. The sexual revolution of the 1960s was initiated by people who shared many of Reich’s beliefs (whether or not they got them from him directly) about the detrimental impact of sexual repression. Many of the first people on the barricades of the sexual revolution were inspired by Reich.





The fact that such a large-scale cultural phenomenon as the sexual revolution could be argued to have stemmed from the writings of a lesser-known philosopher is further proof that small tremors can cause grave, far-reaching, long-lasting consequences.


Four cultural factors


As these philosophical movements were gaining ground and coalescing, social and environmental factors were creating the context for them to take root in the larger culture. Millions of soldiers returned home from World War II to seek a new life for themselves. The GI Bill of Rights gave them money to attend college, purchase homes, and buy farms. They married and had families in the midst of the greatest economic boom in generations. However, the post-war era also provoked disruptive changes that created the climate for what became the sexual revolution of the 1960s. Four factors were especially significant.


One: The role of women


Nearly nineteen million American women held jobs during the war. Of those, around six million entered the labor force afterward. In addition, around 350,000 American women served in the military during the war. Many women who entered the workforce faced inequities of income and opportunity, sparking a drive for equal rights.


In 1960, the first birth control pill was approved by the Food and Drug Administration of the United States. For the first time, women were in charge of their fertility and could have sex without worrying about an unwanted pregnancy.


Helen Gurley Brown’s book Sex and the Single Girl (1962) encouraged single women to be sexually active. Betty Friedan’s book The Feminine Mystique (1963) argued that women are victims of a false belief system requiring them to find identity and meaning in their lives through their husbands and children.


Two: The growth of pornography


Hugh Hefner scandalized many when he began publishing Playboy magazine in 1953. In 1982, videotape moved films out of theaters and into private homes. In the late 1990s, pornographic films were distributed on DVD. Then the internet made pornography an epidemic available to every cellphone in America.


The courts struggled to keep up with this growing tide. In 1957’s Butler v. Michigan, the Supreme Court rejected the principle that adult material must be restricted because it might harm minors. This ruling repudiated the earlier, longstanding test for obscenity that declared material obscene if it tended to “deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences,” including children.


In 1964’s Jacobellis v. Ohio, the court struck down “community standards” for pornography, determining that such decisions were to be national rather than local. In 1969’s Stanley v. Georgia, the court found that a state cannot prohibit citizens from possessing obscene material for personal use.


Three: The countercultural movement


The 1960s saw a rising movement protesting against the war in Vietnam and promoting rock music, the use of drugs, public displays of nudity, and complete freedom of sexual activity. “Make love, not war” became the slogan of an era. This movement made its way onto college campuses; by the end of the decade, colleges began relaxing their regulations, permitting coed dorms.



Four: Gay rights


The Stonewall Riots in 1969 were a galvanizing event in the movement for LGBTQ rights. Inspired by the civil rights struggles of the 1960s, this movement began working strategically to normalize LGBTQ people and behavior, legalize such behavior, and stigmatize those who disagree.


Normalizing began through popular media (the TV show Will & Grace is one example) and continues today through Pride Month and other efforts to make LGBTQ people and behavior ubiquitous and accepted. For example, GLAAD has been pressuring television producers to include more LGBTQ characters on broadcast and cable television; the number recently reached 10 percent, though the organization is pushing for 20 percent by 2025. (Note that the LGBTQ population of the US was 5.6 percent as of 2020.)


Normalizing led to legalizing same-sex relationships. In 2003’s Lawrence v. Texas, the Supreme Court ruled that intimate consensual sexual conduct is protected by the Fourteenth Amendment, a ruling that struck down sodomy laws. In 2004, Massachusetts became the first US state to legalize same-sex marriage. In 2015’s Obergefell v. Hodges, the Supreme Court ruled that states must license and recognize same-sex marriages.


Now we are in the era of stigmatizing those who disagree.


Christians who advocate for biblical morality are caricatured as homophobic, prejudiced, and discriminatory. We are viewed through the same lens with which racists are seen. As we will note in the next chapter, this perspective leads to the claim that Christians are oppressors of oppressed minorities. And as we will see in chapter 5, this perspective has led directly to the Equality Act and other attacks on religious freedom in America.



How the sexual revolution undermines Christianity


The sexual revolution that began in the 1960s and continues today undermines and opposes the Christian faith and witness in powerful ways.


First, it challenges biblical authority and relevance.


According to Scripture, God intends sex as a celebration of intimacy and the means of procreation for one man and one woman in a monogamous marriage (cf. Genesis 2:18; 1:28; Matthew 19:5–6). It forbids adultery (Exodus 20:14; Hebrews 13:4), sex before marriage (1 Corinthians 7:1–2), and all other forms of sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3), including lust (Matthew 5:28).


As we have seen, each of these declarations and prohibitions is contradicted by the sexual immorality of our culture. If our society is right on sexuality, the Bible is wrong. If the Bible is wrong on sexuality, on what other subjects is it wrong? The satanic strategy of undermining God’s word and truthfulness continues (cf. Genesis 3:1).


Second, it brands Christians as intolerant and oppressive, the topic of the next chapter.


Third, it threatens our religious freedom, a subject addressed in chapter 5.


Fourth, it convinces younger generations that our faith is irrelevant.


It should not surprise us that a society that rejects biblical morality is also rejecting biblical faith. The rise of the “nones” (those who say they have no religious commitment) is just one symptom of the narrative we have discussed. This narrative is clearly continuing. A play in honor of Pride Month depicted Jesus as transgender. A growing movement seeks to legalize prostitution. Advocates for polygamy and polyamory (“many loves”) are gaining momentum. Next, we will see incestuous marriage. And we are already seeing the celebration of sexual relationships between people and animals (known as “zoophilia”).


An observation often attributed to G. K. Chesterton notes, “When men choose not to believe in God, they do not thereafter believe in nothing, they then become capable of believing in anything.”


In the guise of our greater metaphor, the issues we’ve so far discussed are tectonic plates that have pushed into one another over decades, revealing the fault lines of our culture. They created a domino effect: truth fell first; sexual liberation quickly followed. Then, as Christians have reacted to these issues, we’ve been branded as oppressive bigots.


Soon, we may be seen as dangerous adversaries to cultural progress who must be maligned or silenced.
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